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F* is fo far from being dangerous, that it is in fome ſort ne- 
ceſſary for young perſons to be acquainted with the paſſion 


of love, that they may be able to ſhut their ears againſt it when 


it is criminal, and know how to conduct themſelves in it when 
innocent and honourable, 


M. HUET, 
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| e js with the greateſt re. 
F nance mag nable 3 ow! 
my extraction; 3 perhaps by 
reaſon of 4h at {perior rank 
„ „ I now hold in the world; 
no what feundation this 
vanitp 4s 8 ounded, | caou determipe; 
but, be that as it will, J confeſs myſelt 
great pe. plexed at my Arſt letting out. 
Religion, it is true, 4 proper voller. 
tions, bave long fince convinced me of 
the abſurdity of this weakneſs s yet ſtill 


1 can ſcatcg p A ſagde myſelf, that, great 


; the 18 A pres SUD the Marghs: data of 
1. V. is, ci is al, no better han 


Jane, daughter of John B. wood-cutier 


in the forelt ef Fontainebleau 
To ic mean Heron Joe my 02 218, 

My motine: waited on the Countcis. of 
N. near whoſe caſtle {ſtands the bamiet 
in which I art drew breath, MV kather 
WAS gardener %o the count when my 
mother fell in love with him; and her 
42s Ron overpewering the } Lady 9 TENIGN 


itrances, who deſig gaed ner a better pro- 


viſion, me marri— at all hazards, chuſ- 
ing to run the ne fortune with him, 
which trom very indifferent won grew 
2 worle; for, leaving his maſter, 

a per ſon eh retpeRed by his neigh- 
boars, id an abrupt mener, he could 
Bot get angtge, r vice, and CO: nieg gem 
Iv Was ie it has projeiion, 
Upon this, he 3 ia the hamlet I 
Juit nos mention Ed; £nd took to cleay- 
ing of weed in the fcreft, for the ſup- 
port of himſelf and fariily, I was the 
firlt fruit of teas Marriage; and 33 
F=&ion trium ;phed over 
their poverty, my birth, inſtead of cre- 


Sting any uneaiinels, ſeeme i to belprak 
Wem dappier da, s. iow « tar they WEL 


in the Tight, 1 lequel of my for 
muſt determin 

The coun!els 4 id them the aonour te 
tand godmether; for it was not long 
before my mother regained her favour. 
She wein often to the caltie, and fol- 
Com returned empty-handed ; as the 
lady tid 4ormerty made a corfidante 
ot her, there might be reatons for keep» 
=_ up a good undertianding. 

The Marquis of L.. V. Who lived ins 
the neighbourhood, was pitched upon 
by the countels to far d with her. 

The ceremony was performed with 
lors pomp z ary gur family experienced 
the ſweews of the honour done us, . 
the preſents uſual on ſuch occaſions 

My mother, du ing the time ue walk. 
ed en the coun tels, who for the mol 
part lived 1 Parts, had icen dome Na 
-wh 08 we! eld. *. hgh was 3 unge 146 


me to an i acquai, tance with. the 
refervednels fo becoming our ien; otter 
t ing me, that virtue and diteretion 


were luitakle to every condingen ot lite, 


| She confirmed theſe precepts with oy 


per examples; the fect tal ot Which, 5 
ing a very agteeable amuſement, Was 
ofen a re ward. when i hag behaved well 
Qu: tamily increates ; 4 brother zd 
filter, with rm ytelf, ſpent dur hitdhood 
in doing my father irtie ſer ogg in his 
may. 0 bufnets. The tende 4 1 re 
141197, of my mother hindered; her f. 


2 Y 18 * 4 
going with ny father tr > the fore ſt, K hi- 


ivy ** 


ther my brother and liter went ges! 


ther; and the ren lahout T und- ib 
Went was to carry their dinner. Tals 
my brother add er continually te- 
denied, as the effe&t of my mother's 

A per- 


2 PR 
> an 
——— — 


2 * So # 
* c 
8 <3 WS c. 
MAN e 
2 
— Aer tA oo th 


She 4 — 
- , q 
— I 


2 -—_ — 


1 * 
day. 41 was leſt at r ilh my mo. 


wn 8 
— — — ͥ ͤ ͤ— — 


** 

2 

it 
, 

* 
* 

7% 
[i 
7} 
\| 

'F - 

3 

k 


2 


n 


——— 


vo ne — 


* wt —— ——ę—ę— —— — 
— o k 


© Madam, when «enlivened 


pals. 


4 „ TEE FORTUNATE 


partiality to me, and their complaints 
were often ſeconded by my father; {© 
that every. day afforded me freſh in- 
{tavees of that coarſe behaviour which 
is continually growing upon thoſe who 
are placed in low life : poſſibly the mind, 
when depreſſed by want and hard la- 
bout, becomes incapable of gencrous 
ſentiments. 

IThbeir ill uſage made me very uneaſy; 
at proper opportunities I bemoaned my- 
ſe!lf to my mother. She comforted me, 
and directed an offering to be made of 
what I ſuffered to God, by whom, ſhe 


_ aſſyred me, I ſhould be enabled to bear 


my aftlictions in a pr _— manner. 
Nevertheleſs, they in creaſed daily; 
#ſpecially as I now | began to ſet ſome 
valve on my own little perſon, being 
turned of thirteen. I was ſent one e day 
with cream: to her la dy ſnip at the caſtle; 
ſhe preſented me as her god- daughter 
to a gentleman very richly dreſſed. He 
was ſo taken with me, that he could 
not forbear crying out ſeverai times, 
Heavens! how handlome ſhe is | She 
will prove a beauty: what eyes, 
| with love ! 
— Take care what you fay,' replied 
che counteſs ; * ſhe will toc ſoon becorne 
E acquainted with things of that nature, 
o, go, Jenny, don't mind him; be 


"© ſays 2s much to every one he meets. 


This put me to the bluſh; and I was 
glad to get off, making a very low, but 
aukward, reverence to my god mother. 

My head ran very much upon what 
the fine gentleman (for ſuch | took 
him to be) had ſaid. What can he 
© mean, thought I to myſelf, by fay- 
ing my eyes will Le, know not what; 
« when enlivened with love ?* This love 
perplexed me; I fain would have met 

ith it to try it's effect on my eyes. 
Neither ſimplicity of manners, nor ten- 
derneis of age, are proof iguinſt vant- 
ty: girls are ever apt to W them- 
ſelves nandſoine; at leaſt it w i 
my weaknels : ; AR whoever praiſ: d my 
beauty, thoug J had no other regard 
for them, weie 5D to pleaſe me. 


Returning from the foreſt one day, 


whither ! had cart ied ſotme refreſhment 


to my father, 1 perceived a company of 


horſemen coming toward me. I drew 
off to the road ſide in order to fee them 
Though I had never ſeen the 
king, I had often heard talk of him; 
and, 25 I knew he was in the neigh. 
bouthcod, I was now in hopes of fa. 


with great earneſtneſs: 


practice,. 


COUNTAXY- MAID, 


tisfying my cvrioſity. The idea 1 had 
formed of his perſon, repreſented him 


altogen! her charming, and fo far diſtin- 


guiſhable from the ret of mankind, that 
2 might be üngled out at firſt fight 
from all his attendants. When they 
came near me, I looked for the kinz 
but the whole 
company being of the greateſt diftine- 
tion, both as to their perſons and dreſs, 
I was at a lofs ; imagining the king, to 
be ſure, muſt be covered with gold irom 
head to foot, They were almoſt paſt 


me, yet I had not found what fo ear- 


neſtly I ſought. Upon this, I ran haſti- 


ly up to one of the company er ring 


aloud, * Sir, ſhew me the king; Kode 
« ver ſaw him in my life !'— With alk 
my heart, pretty maid !* anſwered the 
nobleman, with a countenance exceed. 
ingly amiable, That is he. Whicky 
„ Sir!“ cized i, f Giveme your hand, 
ſaid the nobleroan; then pointing with 
ity That 1s he who make: I ſo 2 And 
en appearance on he White perle. 
Ves, yes, it is the King ** Hed I. 
quite tra niported : £' Good God: how 
GN: andfome he is! Howe h appy thowuld 
be, it he did not go ſo faſt! Oh 
dear, he is gone already!“ My ex- 


clamations made in ſmile; ne Top) beck, 


and conſidered me with great at Nr N 
6 She is A lovely « reatiire!” fad be. 
© This unaffected Gi pLIcity « oo 2X 
, :ceamigly, and is in nitsly pr. andes 
4 to the ſfiudied arts our women put 27 

; Can any one behold bes 
without being moved? Where do you 
* ive, my pretty dear? — In that vil. 


© lage,* anſwered T, pointing toit.“ Will 
© you give nie leave to come and ſee 

% you ? — If ir depended, Sir, upon 
mt, anſwered 1, your vittt would 
not be difagreeabie; but I um notmy 
© own miſtreſs. Let me alone to con- 

© ftrive it,“ replied he 3 © you ſhall have 
© no blame,” juſt as he had cone 


ſpeaking, one of the company comes 
gallobing back to bim, erging out, 
© The king call for you, marquis 
© his maße ly mul know what this gi! 
© has been enquiiing of you about, and 
the occaſion her ſurprize, which ſhe 
betrayed in ſuch an agreeable manner; 

* the whole court is mightily taken with 
the ſimplicity of her behaviour," I 
don't wonder at it, replied the mar- 
quis; © you fee what a lovely creature 
© it 153 our maſter onght to give her a 
s gratification ; at dealt 1 will do what 1 
„ can 
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can to promote it. So will I, add- 
ed the other, looking at me very AtTEN « 
tively. © Where does ſhe live? The is 
C exceeding handiome; Jam deſperate- 
© ly in love with her,” Saying this, he 
offered me his hand; but as I would 
not take any notice of it, he prepared to 
alight, This put me into ſuch a con- 
Rernation, that 1 took to wy heels to- 
wards the village. Stay, ſtay, pretty 
« maid ?!* cried the marquis, c nobody 
4 deſigns you any harm. 1 (carce 
heard thele 12 ſt words, 1 hack made to 
much haſte, never look ing back till 1 
was juſt at home, I then perceived only 
one hor leman at the place 1 ran from, 


and it was not long be fore I diſcovered 


the marquis to be the perſon. I got 
home full of what had paſſed, and much 
(ken with the crivilities J bad received. 
My mother knew me too well not to be 
ſenſible that forething cetraordinacy 
had happened; ſhe would-be ac Juainte: 
with it, and I very readily told the whole 
a yenture, 

{ am willing to excuſe vour cur9- 
e ſry, (aid ſhe, when | had done, * for 
© his ſake who ocrakoned it;, another 
# time be more upon your guard. 
© that you were to blame in addreſſing 
0 yourtelt to the nobleman you ſpeak 
© of, as it was 0 erhaps the only means 
C „ou had of find ing Cizt the 7 4. ng, but 
tor the tuture 00K th al you DeEver ſul⸗ 
. 1 yourſeif to be with an 
55 mpry Me- and the dilcourte of 7, TEN, 
: Fg to this nobleman in particular, 
© you never Nov him but with an un- 
£ uſtal emotion. Ah! Jane! Jane ! ail 
e 
* 


Not 


Aar zled 
4 1 


is not right! You have given your 

eyes too much liberty; whereas, in 
* regard of men, you Qu! 
© any. Their praiſes are jultly to be 
© ſulpected, 3s they always tend to pro- 
s. mote their deſigus. Remember this, 
4 However, it mult be «cknowledged 
yon aged very prodently in mak: Ng 
© your eſcape, when the other noble. 
man began to rmport ne yon. 

A. neighbour hay 7 ning to. come in 
upon us, prevented ny making a reply, 
which increaſed my vacaſine(s, and oc- 
caſioned many refletions ; IU particular- 
ly reſolved from that moment io be more 
upon the reſerve with my mother, 

Great caution ſhould be wed in the 
education of youth, left » in giving a- 
ſtructions they be taught cho things 
which they cannot be tco great ran ger; 8, 
us ut gence in this very caſe. I had 


t not to have 


COUNTRY MAID, 5 
the con 


entirely forgot that upliments, 
paſſcd pon me by the courtiers, hag 
created the leatt ſatisf action in my breaſt, 

but my mother's admonitions re neue 


thoſe bewitching ideas, and 2 new ple 42 


ſure aroſe on recalling them to mind. 
All this was entirely owing to hat mv 
mother had faid; and my reſolving never 
more to make a confidante of her, us 
not the leaſt part of the miſchief. 

Lell into a great perplexity of mind, 
my uſual amulements became 1 inſipid, 


and nothing ran in my head but the 
gay appearance of the court. Our 


ciowniſh neighbours, when placed in 
oppoltt ion, created à perfect lea 2 IDEs 
thongh hitherto th ey had beer agiecnbie 
enough particularly a -wooedmonver's 
fon, who had made ſome advances. ta. 
Wurels gaining my atfections. Colin, 
for tha i WAS R 15 Mathe, had { forme Hare 
of beauty, was remar Kabiy ncater, ang 
more polite, 1 than is uſual with thoſe of 
his rank, He neglected no oppor tunes 
- 1 g his ripe t; and as I was 

fond of flow ces, he ofter preſeate 4 
men N. diegay VS. II: eee * ip Z me: 
bis manner, thou? t drew on we the 
envy of others, wo 4 not zu the leaf un- 
acceptable to my vanity: however, I 
nad 190 ſooner ſeon the n. a but 
tarewel Coun. 1 ovtervyed this altera 
tion ia myhit, but my thoughts were 
then in tac rout a horry to perceive the 
real motive, neverthelels was n Gt 
long undiftovered. 

Three days were now patio ſince the 
adventure, which raiſed this c: mn; atio 
in my breaſt, Phe m arqu $5. x Jy Ef + 


* 
* GONS 


which 


bons were never out of my mind. 
as J was, far from knowing tlic danger 
of ſuch reflections, 1 entertained tn 
with a fecret latisfaction; 1 sven re- 


peated to myic;t his very Wards, parti- 
cularly his promite of abs me 2 
viſit, Upon the leaſt note, 1 concluded 


he was CO! ne; and then 2 childiſu biet 
and flutte: ring of the heart, were ture 19 
follow to that degree, that oftentimes ? 
was ſcarce myſcit, 

In fine, four days were dlapſed unce 
met the u zarquis ; when, being 31 
church, JI heard tome horſes ftop at the 
door, 2 back on à laden, 
Heavens! who ſhould J fee but the. 
quis himſelf, entering in ſuch'a grace, 
ful manner ase quite © charm ec me, ng 
drew the attention of the who le aTem. 
bly on him. Our eyes toon. met; for 
he preient ly ditcovered me, though 105 


rer 


L 


11 


eng COM parions, ſo as to be tally 


the midſt of the crowd, and in one look, 
as I fancied, lepeated all that he had 
ſaid in the foreſt, 

It was evident he muſt be a perſon of 
great diſtinction, tor the vicar immedi- 
ately ſent to inyite him into the choir. 


He was forced to comply; an eaſy-chair 


ws brought. and the place cleared. 

1 flared with all the eyes I bad, trauſ- 
ported with the deterence paid uo his 
quality; ſure enough, prayers were 
never ſaid with lets attention. 

Service was no looner dane, but the 


marquis retired, Ir. the middle of the 


church he tropped, and fixing his eye 
upon me, whitpered foracthing to his 
gentleman, as it. proved to be, who lo 
Jooked at ce: then ratling his voige as 
ne went out; © Stay in this village,” lays 
he, till myzetinus comes up: Iiptend to 
6 dine at the caſtle, and in the afternoon 
s fee whatdiverhon the Feld affords.” 

J was very well pleaſed to hear how 
he diipaſed ok himſelf, ard as much con- 
cerned at his departure, dong I knew 
rot why, My eyes were continually 
upon him, wheu at laſt he took horſe 
witli his attendants, the perion be!ore- 
mentioned ſtanding near him; at going 


off he made me a low how, The girls 


who were with me ſtared upon each ot hes; 


Look now, fays one, how compliai- 


« {ant the courtiers are; when do you 
ſer our clowns do o:“ Ape, but, 
cried another, did you take notice how 
« handſome and gentcel he is? - Yes, 
« yes, laysatiird, one would fwear his 
eyes could ipeak.* Though I ſaid no- 
thing to all this, I did not loſea word of it. 

With this Kind of diſcourſe we reach. 
ed home, I often looking behiud me, in 
continual expedtation of fore new ad- 
venture. The anſwers | made were very 
incoherent, full as | wasot the viſit which 
vanity had placed to my own account. 
And yet this falisfaction was not a little 
embittered, when I reflected that the 
marquis dined at the caſtle, The coun- 
tels, it is true, was paſt her prime, but 
bad charms ſufficient to attract the gal- 
Jantries of a young man; at leait jea- 
louſy repreſented it in this light. 

But all this was pure imaginatian, 
and 1 was loon convinced his deßgus 
did not center there. Phe perſon he 
ſpoke to in the chch, had the adgrets 
to inſinuate himſcit into the company of 
us girls, as we wilt chatiering tageſher. 
He had fallen into diſcourſe with one 


\ 
1 
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averheard by me. How do you divert 

* yourſelves on Sundays?“ ſays he. 
Do you daiice? or, do you walk about 
che woods and fields? far theſe; 1 take 
it, are your ardinary amulements, —- 
Sometimes the one,” ſametimes the 
other, replizd the girl with whom he 
was talking. Indeed, Sir, one would 
imagine you was born in the country,“ 
added ſhe, * you ſeem fo well acquainted 
* with the cuſtom of it. It is very 
6 true,” ſays hez you are in the right: 
* but fnce I had the bonour to ſei ve 
© my lord marguis, I have buried all 
* reliſh for the country in the pleaſures 
of a town lifes, Notwithſtanding theſe 
* hne cluaths, I am conntry- born as 
© yon are; hut in the /ervice I am in, I 
look upon my tortune as good as 
* made, ſo noble a perſon is my maſter. 
Young as he is, ſincerity, dileretion, 
and affability, reign in him; his word 
is as ſurs as the day: we meet witit 
* few like him. He looks to be 
ſich a perton, lays the girl. Ho- 
jobs! replied the gentleman; *1 tell 
you hg never broke his word the leaſt 


— 


— 


title. But I nave been very uneaſy 
tor him of late, He is grown thought- 
ful and mejancholy on a ſudden, What 
has happened to gceaßon it, I know 
not, but he is never gut of the ſaddle 
now-a-6ays; 09 longer than yelter- 
day, we {coured the woods and high- 
ways from morning till night. I 
Mould be very ſorry to have hun take. 
a Oiſbke jo Parts, as it is infiuitely 
prelerable to the country both for di- 
F verſians and company, neither of 
s Which is ever wanting there all the 
F day; Whertas here one muſt work 
from ſun-riſe to lun-ſet, and ſcarce be 
paid for his labour.“ Whillt ne talked 
in this manner, be had in his hand a 
paper, which, by a ſign he made, I eaſi- 
iy zindeabood was intended for me. Ace. 
cordingly, taking a proper opportunity, 
he gave it unperceived by the company. 
By my dexteri.y in lęcuring this billet. 
doux, one would deve wnagined, it was 
not the firft I had received by many. I 
vas ho ſooner wiehdrawn, but I found 
myſelf eruelly diſappointed upon break 
ing open the letter; my mother, it is 


true, had tay ght me tc read in a book, 


but 1 was an utter ſtranger to all written 
hand, Art firſt I thovght of applying 
my ſelf to tas ichool-maiter of the vii» 
lage; but this was running too great a 
azard, eſpecially after what had paſſed _ 

| 7 between 
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bw my mether and me, There 
War at ne expedient I could devife; 
the very thought ſet me a laughing, 20 
tor a country git! of fourteen, was plea- 
fantly enough contrived. | 

It was my admirer Colin, who could 
read and write, that I reſolved to em- 
ploy Gn my occ hon. An 9 pportunit y 
guickly offered itlelf, though to rat 1t 
tcemed an age, by By waiting 29 5 me 

with a preſent o Gowers þ L ec 
ith greater condefcenſion man uſual, 
and the ac my intended project 
every feature in my 
appear to an advantage. You 
* are Killingly handiome to-day, my 
* lovely Jenny,“ ſays he, with an air of 
ſat isfadtion; * you ſparkle beyond any 
thing one 15 3 elſewhere ; favih, I am 
continually chinbing ofyou; go where 
will, Fo: are alw2ys before my eyes. 
* What a ze3: continued he, taking 
me about the wait. 


Colin, he « i iet, 8 


Ned jt 


Occationed, made 
ace 


A 


cried ; 4 can't TOY ſpraks Ws” YOu; 
: 4840 mut * he employed 12 This un- 


7 * 


* manneily trick of yours OY me an 
« apron only laſt Sunday; 1 itippele 
© you. intend me the fame favour to- 
day.. roth, 1 am to blame, an- 

twered Colm; * net 
* mult pay fo 


9 

1 ought to make you 
à preſent +a ayron.z I all go to 
© town to-morrow, arid will d buy tome 
© of the ſame ſort.— That's net the 
rofineſs a: prejent,” faid J, interrupt 
ing him, vol Ju «I 10 we A 
| Fifty, cried 
ported; 4 805 hy: it: i de Guartergd 
to ohjige you. — Let us 


tt nit 10 
that ce ag I, that w 


* 4 * 43 
kEiniditis, 


| 1 WW. % F'y 
iy ran. 


. 


et. may 


2 21 fellow "ain WT favs . Lol 
Ah, Jenny! indeed, 1 love yon; ant 


now perceive von hegt:r to 
forae 1£turn. Zookers! if 1 
once coine to that, ne KNOWS What 
may 1 Ut 45 true, youu have not 
a groat; but what of that? it is not 
(noney that makes prople happy: von 
are preity, and as rk az. alabaſter; 
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repeat it ſeveral times, and felt a ſatis- 
faction I never experienced before. To 
be beloved by ſo compleat a perſon was 
a bewitching thing for a Cong girl, 
( ooked 
fo high. As I was taken up with this 
refleQion, Colin, who eaſily obferved it, 
cried out, Why, Jenny, methinks this 
* letter makes you thoughtful. Gad- 
* zookers ! if it ſhould be really fol 


„would tear it. Lord, I am think- 


* ing!" ſays I, being come to myſelf, 


and apprehenfive leſt he ſhould ſuſpect 
auy thing, of my friend; ſhe muſt be 
very happy to have ſuch a perſon in 


© Jove with her. One would think he 
* 1s fincere by what he writes, and con- 
* ſequently ſhe ſhould not diſcourage 
him. No, certainly,” replied Colin, 
« She that will not when & may. If 
* he is in earneſt, ſhe ought to ſtrike 
* the bargain at once, without /billy 
+ /hally, which ruins ſo many girls. 
* They muſt be coy, forlooth ; they 
« muſt mince; they muſt fiddle-faddle; 
* and what comes of all this? why the 


_ © ſpark gives them the bag to hold, find- 


ivg a better reception elſewhere, and 
they may go hang themſelves. Pho ! 


« 

8 

© the bird is flown, and they put finger 
* 


in the eye; marry, come up! is it not 
to, Jenny? I ſpeak of us country lads; 


but as for your town gentry, do you 
lee! why you had belt have a care of 


the main chance, for that is all they 


+ want, and then leave you to make 


the beſt of a bad market.” 
Ab, true enough,* anſwered I, 
© none but fools will truſt them, Bye, 


bye, Colin; I mult go and acquaint 


my friend with the contents of her 
letter, and know what anſwer ſhe 
will give. I'll be with you again 
« preſentiy, and bring pen and ink for 


© yon to write the anlwer; will ye, Co- 


lin? There is no occaſion for ſuch 


ways in haſte when I am by.'— 
Well, well, Colin,* I replicd, we 
ſhall have opportunities enough. A- 


® 


dieu! I am under a promiſe, and 
© a maid, you know, mult keep her 


word. 


Saying this I roſe, and made the beſt 


of my way towards the village. But 


Ring come to a warren, which had a 
retired place in one corner, I there threw 
mylelf en the graſs, and ran over. the 
leiter in my mind. Vanity had already 


- tound the way into my breaſt, yourg as 
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a hurry, ſays he; © but you are al- 
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I was, and betrayed itſelf on 


different occaſions. = cloai. ce 
ſuperior to any in the village, ano /: 1 
often ſtaid at home under a pretende:! 
indiſpoſition, when there was any new 
piece of finery wanting to compleat my 
dreſs. This An, drew the raillery 
of my acquaintance upon me, to my no 


ſmall vexation. I found in myſelf an 


elevation of mind, which would not ſuf- 


fer me to "oy to a carriage ſuitable with 
a clowniſh life. My ſoul was on fire at 


the very name of Paris; and when my 
mother gave me the hiſtory of a coun- 
try girl, who had there made her for- 
tune, it always ran in my head I ſhould 
have the ſame good luck. Let any one 
judge, then, whatan impreſſion the mar- 


quis's perſon and letter muſt make, My 


head ran on nothing elſe, and my pride 
drew very favourable conſequences for 
the time to come. Above all, I deter- 
mined to anſwer the letter, though the 
ſhame of owning I could not write gave 
me ſome uneaſineſs; and yet I reſolved 


to do it, that I might not be obliged to 


employ Colin any more, leſt his diſtruſt- 


ful nature ſhould diſcover my affair; 
beſides, his very perſon was become 
diſagreeable from the moment I fancied 


mylelf beloved by the marquis. Such 
were my reflections at that time of day, 
when I had not the addreſs I acquired 
afterwards. People may talk of natu- 


ral parts, but without experience little 
is to be expected from thence, I had the 


precaution, before I came from home, 
to furniſh myſelf with the neceſſary im- 
plements for writing, and as I had ſtaid 
2 ' ſufficient time for talking with my 
ſuppoſed friend, I returned to Colin. 
When he ſaw me coming he ran to meet 
me. 

Dear Jenny, ſays he, you have 
© made haſte.—“ Yes." I replied, I 


© met Molly in the warren ; ſhe was in 
© a great hurry to be gone, after we had 


© talked together, for fear of being diſ- 
covered. Ah, cunning baggage!" 
cried Colin; if ver ſhe marries, ſhe 
vill be one too many for her huſband.* 
— We have no time to loſe,” ſays 


I, interrupting him; let us write the 


letter.“ 

Colin took the paper, and making a 
deſk of the crown of his hat, Now, 
ſays he, what muſt I write to this fine 


* ſpark ?'— Why, ſhe would have yon 


tell him,“ anſwered I, that 
«© She has not ſo good an opinion of 
. ne d _ 54 3 10 herſelf 


himſelf cloſe behind me. 
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16 t--C"" as to imagine he can be fo 
« in love as he ſeems to ſay; that, 
© 1 withſtanding her mean education, 
„ the knows the duty ſhe owes herſelf 
« well enough, to be ſenſible of the un- 
c ſuitableneſs of the paſſion he aims to 
© create; that ſhe could wiſh, though 
« ſhe knows not why, he were ſincerer 
« in what he ſays; that ſhe cannot 


44 vrite, and conſequently is obliged to 


«« have recourſe to another, in order to 
« anſwer his letter; but ſhe will not 


« run the ſame hazard any more for 


6 fear" | 
Thank you for nothing, cried Co- 


lin, interrupting me, © I'll write no ſuch 


© thing.'—* Why ſo?” ſays 1. That's 
only to have done with me," replied 


he, © when you have no farther occa- 


© ſion. No, no, the devil take me if I 


© write it! Come, come, Colin,” an- 


ſwered I, let's have no more words; 


© we may be ſurprized before we make 
an end. 5 | 


He complied at laſt, muttering ſome- 
thing to himſelf; and my letter ended 


With a grateful acknowledgment of the 


marquis's kindneſs, 
As ſoon as the letter was finiſhed, I 
put it up, and returned home, Colin ac- 


companying me, which I was well enough 


pleaſed with, leſt my mother ſhould take 
me to taſk, She approved of our cor- 


reſpondence, as ſhe had her views in it, 


and would gladly have had his father in 
the ſame way of thinking, there being 
conſiderable matters to be expected. 

When J reached home it was time to 


go to church, whither I was followed by 


the marquis's gentleman, who placed 


derſtood, though I was but a beginner, 
that he waited for my anſwer. My 
prayer-book was the belt conveyance I 
could pitch upon for giving the letter, 
and which, by his dexterity, ſucceeded 
admirably well. Soon after I retired, 
and ſaw no more of him. | 

It is not to be 2xpreſſed how much I 
enjoyed mylelf, upon having accom- 
pliſhed my deſign, without being diſco- 
vered. What a. ſkilful maſter mult Love 
be, employing every thing to compaſs 


his ends! Under him I made a conſi- 


derable progreſs in a thort time, and 


ſoon became a great proficient, as we ſhall 


ſee hereafter. 

We were ſitting down to ſupper, when 
who ſhould come in but the marquis's 
gentleman, followed by the mayor and 
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curate of the village. . I no ſooner ſaw 
them, but the apprehenſion of being diſ- 


covered put me into ſuch a fit of trem- 
bling and bluſhing, that it was well no 
one obſerved me. The ſtranger adgreſ- 
ſing himſelf to my father, enquired if 
one of his daughters did not tometimes 
carry proviſions to certain workmen in 
the foreſt. * Yes, Sir,” anſwered my 
father, that is ſhe. — Come hither,” 
ſays he, ſpeaking to me; © how have you 
« contrived to bring all this good com= 


© pany hither?" The very tone of his 
voice ſtiuck terror into me. 


Don't be 
© frightened, pretty maid!' eried the 
valet de chambre, ſeeing me 1n fo much 


contuſion, © theſe gentiemen and T intend. 
you no harm; and though 1t is by his 


© majelty's orders, which my lord mar- 
© quis has received, we ſhall ſay nothing 
to Mils but what is very agreeable.” 
— Her name is Jenny, at your lervice,? 
cried my father, interrupting him; © we 
© have no Miſs here. If fie has not 
© had that title yet," replied the. curate, 
very ſolemnly, * ſhe may hereafter, But 
that 1s neither here nor there, This 
gentleman has tomething to ſay to 
you, and deſerves your thanks for the 
pains he has taken to find out your 
daughter. We have been at twenty 
places before we came hither, The 


Moine, your goſſip; then of James 
Rouſly; after that we were with Tho- 
mas La Vigne, never dreaming of you, 
being of lo little note. However, it 
is all come out, and I am not ſorry 
for it.” 
This harangue of the curate's put me 
to the bluſh, as there was no occation for 
his running us down at ſuch a rate. 

© I was going to inform you,” ſays the 
valet de chambre, * that my lord mar- 
quis has ordered me to make enquity 
© after a girl who was on the road lead= 
ing to—— laſt Wedneſday, when the 
king paſſed by. The occalion ot this 
is, he gave his majeſty an account of 
the extraordinary furprize with which 
he was ſeized at his pielence. The 
king was ſo well pleaſed with the acci- 


him. And ſince you are the perion, 
Miſs, I'll go and acquaint my lord 
marquis. —“ No, no, cried my mo- 
ther, overjoyed at what ſhe heard, J'II 
«© take her to him myſelf ; it wi] be too 
© much trouble for him to come hither, 


nor is this place ft to receive him in.“ 


Tne 
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firſt we enquired of was John Le. 


dent, that he has ſent a gratuity by 
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The curate approved of it; but the 
valet de chambre, who knew his errand, 


very readily replied, that it was highly 


improper. * My lord,” fays he, is in- 
truſted with the execution of the king's 
orders, and to my knowledge will not 
be wanting in the leaſt tiitle. Do you 
ſtay here, and I'll acquaint him with 
my good ſucceſs, which will be very 
acceptable, as he is a man who very 
much delights in acts of generohty.” 
He went out as ſoon as he had done 
ſpeaking, followed by the curate; who, 
big with the honour of being concerned 
io an affair where the king's name was 
employed, gave me a tap on the cheek, 
bidding me be a good girl, and God 
would bleſs me. | : 
We remained entranced with what 
kad paſſed, till our neighbours, who had 
been upon the watch, came in crowds, 


and awaked us with their compliments 


upon this occaſion, ſeaſoned with an air 
of envy they could not diſguiſe. As to 
my brother and ſiſter, they took fo little 
care to hide their jealouly, that my father 
ealily diſcovered it, and reprimanded 
The adventure af= 
feed him very much; and, as he did 
not want {enle, he began to fee through 
the little ill offtees that had been done 
me. Good luck attends ber,” ſays he, 
ſpeaking to the neighbours that were 


prelent, and did fo at her birth, She is 


* good-natured enough, and with God's 
* grace and the reverend doctor's good 
advice, ſhe may come to ſomething,” 
Wilt my father was thus entertain- 
ing bimſelf and his neighbours, my 
thoughts were not idle. As ſimple as I 


was, 1 could fo far unravel this adven- 


ture, as to (ee it was owing to my letter, 
and no more than a pretext for an op- 
portunity of ſeeing me often without 
giving umbrage, and perhaps with a 
view of doing me ſome ſervice. 

I was charmed with the dexterous me- 
thod he had taken, aud enſily conceived 
it was only a ſtratagem, though I was 
willing to allow it the molt favourable 
name. What happy meeting!” ſaid I 
to myſelf. © Who knows but my for- 
© tune is made, and I may one day bid 
* adiev to the village ' On the other 
hand; I was not without ominous ap- 
prehenfions. * Poſſibly this noblzman,* 
thought 1, with all his proteſt1tiuns of 
love, may only delign my ruin! 


The adventure of a young woman of 


” 
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the neighbourhood, which hap} 


two years before, and 1 had Je 

acquainted with, raiſed this fulpicion, 
which otherwiſe perhaps had never en- 
tered my head. Examples oftentimes 
ſtrongly influence our conduR; and it is 
frequently owing to the misfortunes we 
ſee in others, that we ſhun what might 
otherwiſe be inevitable: a faithful mir- 


ror! and well deſerves to be conſulted. 


But to return to this young perſon, 


whole too great credulity and unthink- 
ing vanity proved her rum. | 
Her name was Charlotte; ſhe was 
handſome, well ſhaped, and of ſo ſweet 
a temper, as endeared her to all her ac- 
quaintance. Her circumſtances, it 19 
true, were but mean, yet ſhe had very. 
advantageous matches propoſed to her, 
the moſt inconſiderable of which was a 
very ſufficient proviſion for life. But 
through inexpertence ſſie overlooked ſuch 
favourable proſpects. ler father, in- 
deed, who judged better, preffed her very 
much to come to a reſolution, and by 2 
proper choice to advance herſelt in the 
world: but the amiable temper of his 
daughter was an 1nvincible charm to 
hinder him from laying an abſolute com- 
mand, in oppoſition to the diflike ſhe had 
taken to matrimony. Things remained 
in this ſituation for ſome years, till a fa- 
tal accadent, the little expected, brought 
on her ruin, and an unavailing regret 
for having preferyed her own inclinations 
to thoſe of her friends. ; 
Going one day to fel] frait at Fon « 
tainebleau, ſhe heard ſomebody call to 
her from a window. Upon this ſhe went 
up to the houſe, which made a great ap- 
pearance, and was met at the door by a 
lervarit, who {hewed her into an apart- 
ment very ſumptuoully furniſhed. She 
found a young perſon ſitting there in à 
rich mght-gown. As toon as he ſaw 
her“ Come in, ſweetheart," ſays he, 
let's ſee your fruit; it ſhould be good.” 
She readily uncovered- the baſket ; and, 
huckter-like, affured him very ſeriouſly 
no better could be bought. While ſhe 
was thus employed in ſetting off her 
fruit, the young nobleman, for ſuch he 
was, conſidered her very attemively. 
The Buke of ——, the perſon ſhe 
was talking with, was now in the twen- 
ty-fourth vear of his age; much given 
to women and pleafures, to which pur- 
pole a. certain part &f his income was 
entirely dedicated. A handſome black 
| 3 | mal, 
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man, his eyes lively beyond imagina- 
N is decent carriage and appa- 
nodeſt behaviour, were bewitch- 
. Aaiurements to ſuch as were unac- 
quainted with him. Debauched as he 
was, in ſatisfying his appetites he never 
employed treachery; but, like many 
others, was ruled by his valet de cham- 
bre, one Dupin, the baſe purveyor to 
his darling paſſion. 

As to Charlotte, ſhe always went very 
neat; her behaviour and ſweetneſs of 
temper, ſeconded by her beauty, ſoon 
made a conqueſt of the duke's affec- 
tions. There is nothing about you,” 
ſays he, but what is charming; your 
© baſket of fruit is what I take the leaſt 
notice of, '—* Your goodneſs, Sir,“ 
ſays ſhe, is pleaſed to think ſo; but 


from a country girl you mult not ex- 


© peſt a ſuitable reply to ſuch compli- 
ments. I have often heard that you 
£ fine gentlemen take a pleaſure in di- 
© verting yourſelves at the coſt of poor 
« 4imple girls like myſelf.— How! ſaid 
the duke, interrupting her, © I ſee you 
© don't know me: my ſincerity was ne- 
© ver queſtioned, for I ſcorn to ſay one 
< thing and mean another; but ſince 
„you are pleafed to be of a contrary 
© opinion, I have done.'—* I do not 
pretend, replied ſhe, that you ſaid 
© any thing I can take amiſs, or that 
c you had any ſuch intention.'—* No, 
© certainly,” continzed the duke, un- 
willing to frighten her from coming 
again. Well, ſay no more of that; I 
have a mind to buy your fruit, that is 
4 the buſineſs ; I ſhall be glad to have 
© more another time.“ Saying this, he 
made her a gentecl bow, and retired £0 


his cloſet, after be had ordered his valet | 


de chambre to take care of her. Shew 
* her,” ſaid he, © the larder, that ſſie may 
« breakfaſt, and let her be paid.“ A 
glance from his eye informed Dupin how 
to behave; it was what he had been often 
uſed to. He treated Charlotte with great 
reſpect, paid her double the worth of her 
fruit, and under pretence of enquiring 
where it grew, learned her place of abode, 
Ale inſiſted on her promiſing to call again, 
and aſſured her the duke would take 
her fruit as often as ſhe came to town, 


In a word, his complaiſance was ſuch, 


that ſhe went away very wel ſatisfied, 
with a full reſolution to come again as 
4oon as poſſible. 

Her 4ather's ſubſiſtence was a large 
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orchard, which ſome years turned to a 
very conſiderable account. He was 
mightily pleaſed to hear what an advar- 
tageous market his daughter had made, 
and with the proſpect of ſelling his fruit 
upon the fame terms for the future, 
T'wo days after, he ſent her again 0 
town; ſhe was immediately admitted at 
the duke's, who behaved with the ſame 
moderation as before, and ſhe returned 


home better pleaſed than ſhe was the firſt 


day. | 0 
The third time ſhe came, who ſhould 
apen the door but the duke himſelf, 
very richly dreſſed; a handſome well- 
made man, as was before mentioned. 
Charlotte took but too much notice of 
him. * You ſeem ſurprized, my pret- 


_ © &y maid,” faid the duke, * to lee me 


come to the door myſelt; I think my 
ſervants are all Joit : but they often 
lerve me thus; they know my good 
nature, and are apt toabuſe it, Come 
in; they will be here ſoon; wecan chzt 


a aA a Aa 


in the mean time.“ Upon this he led 


her inte a parlour fitted up in the moſt 


elegant taſte. Lord, cried Charlotte, 


© what a fine place! — Yes, my preity 
© one," replied the duke, it is fo whilit 
you are in it. Sit down, my angel; 
© Jay aſide your baſket. Come, come, 


continued he, ſeeing ſhe made a difiiculty 


of doing it; * fit down, I ſay; vou are 


Þ* at home here 3 uſe no ceremony; I am 


a ſtranger to you, otherwiſe you would 
© knowTamagpreatenemy to all ftarma« 
« ity.” At laſt ſhe was prevailed with 
S 


My valet de chambre informs me," 


continued the duke, * that you live at 
N: I go ſometimes that way; Fil 
call and eat ſome cream with you. l 
am fond of it, but from your hand it 
will be delicious; for, tobe plain with 
you, Charlotte, the firtt.moment I be- 
held you, my heart was dedicated to 
your ſervice, How happy ſhould I be 
to gain yeur favour! Why don't you 
6 ſpeak added he, taking her by the 
hand; * why'this filence ? It puts me on 
* the rack. What you have been ſay - 
ing, my lord, an{wered Charlotte, with 
her uſnal ſweetneſs, has covered me with 
© confution:; this is the firſt time of my 
< hearing ſuch things, how ſhould I be 
© able to make any anſwer? Iich J 
© had ſenſe enough to do it; but rhe 
© {ſimplicity of a cogatry-life—' That 
* adorable ſimpliciey, replied the duke, 

— Þ-2 in 


R a & K FA 


—— 
— 


* r — — — 
2. . — 0 * 
* * * ” 2 
O n ork a - 
” 


x 9 D IP * r 7 
” I; - _ * 9 — 2 
r * — > 


XL ears ms 
= n 
— — — 


r 


r 


5 AY 
Son eee EIT te oh mas 


_—_ 
— 


eee 


ag — 


* 


A 


PPP ou ; 
—— ee E % 
- 9 * 4 „ - 


* 
> te 


ths > ph ae. n 


— wee? — - E 
AG er Roos 2 * ond — £ 
Shes ad wie > 


5 — ” © 
_ m =: ——— 32 * 
. = Ho Ee, 2. 
* — — 2 4 : — 


—. 


2 A m 


E; — — 


8 4 4 = 


—ͤ—ũ⁊ñ G 


1 
* 
5 
1 
: 
} 
41 
14 
#1 
j : 


———— — — —  — — 
* 


mn 


— — — — —— 


8 


by 1 = 8 2 Ko — — - v = 2 - . 3 * 0 
2 & * VB "8 2 2 "= Oe : . 1 8 22 : 
2 * LS 4 8 
3 * — — — — — »» — — — 2 — — a 7 
o "W% - — b a 
HP ” . a _ N FP * : 
hy * 
— "FR £ q * K * ” * 3 4 x þ I 1 . 
> TE — — —ũ— 1 — — . LY 24 
- . 


— 


** 


An. 


2 
— 


* * — 9 F 
4 N * * rr 
* o 


— — Tn. ICE 


— 2 — — —— — — 
g - - — \ — — 


2 7 . 


IDE m AS EDI an > on — 


12 


in tranſport, is one of your greateſt 
© charms! How much more preferable 
« would the whole ſex be, if adorned 
© with that, as well as with your other 
© raviſhing graces ! But you don't un- 
< derſtind me, unfortunate wretch as I 
„am! If my eyes ſpeak not for me, 
(alas, alas, Charlotte!) words can 
© never expreſs a paſſion like mine.” 
All this while he graſped her hands, 
kiſſed and bathed them with his tears; 
in a word, acted the part of a man over- 
whe!med with affliction, Charlotte was 
naturally tender; theſe geſtures and ex- 


preſſions, far different from what ſhe 
ever had been acquainted with; the hand- 


ſome perſon of her admirer; her young 
heart ſuſceptible of an impreſſion; all put 
together, perplexed her exceedingly. I 
am much concerned,” ſaid ſhe, with an 
air of compaſſion, © that I ſhould be the 
« cauſe of your giving way thus to af- 
© fliction: had I foreſeen it, I would 
© never have come near the houſe, '— 
Onthe contrary, replied the duke with 
great eagernels, „the ſight of you can 


only atford me relief: thoſe eyes mutt 
© pronounce me happy or miſerable. 


What would I not give that you could 
<. view the inmoſt thoughts of my ſoul! 


© you wouli ire how youtriumph there!” 


Sdying this, he endeavoured to take her 
in his arms: the was too diicreet to ſuf- 
fer it; but riling up, told bim with a 

| batlitui bluſh, the plainly ſaw it was time 
jor her to be gone. She made towards 
the door in order to go out; when the 

duke, throwing himſelf before her, cried 
out, Stay, my angel! you are miſtreſs 


here, and have nothing to fear: ſtay, 


* ſtay! l' do whatever you require; 
I. will provide a buſband for you; I 


Will ſettle you handſomely in the 


world. — I am too young,” ſhe re- 
plied, to make any. anſwer to ſuch 
things: in the name of goodneſs let 
me go!” Saying this, ſhe wept bit 
terly. The duke, convinced that he 
only loſt his labour, endeavoured to pa- 
rity her, and with great difficulty, at laſt 


compaſſed it. The valet de chambre's 
coming in put an end to her fears. Ne— 


vertheleſe, ſne returned home with a dif- 
quiet of mind ariſing from love: the 


. ſcene ſhe had beheld had it's effect; her 


heart was entanglec, and in a few days 
ſhe longed as much to ſce the duke, as 


the was before deſirous lO avoid him. It. 
is true, her good ſenſe enabled her to re- 


fit any thoughts of returning; but this 


fruit, 
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force upon her inclinations wa® © vi- 
lent, as very much prejudiced ber} th, 
She grew very pale, as we all rear... , 
though we could not ſo much as guels 
at the cauſe, \ 5 

Eight days were now paſled without 
her hearing any thing of the duke, when 
he came to the village, andenquired after 
a man whoſe daughter had brought him 
As he was the only one in the 
place that dealt in that commodity, he 
was ſoon known, and the duke ordered, 
all he had to be ſent home; he then took 


a fancy to walk in the orchard where 


it grew, Charlotte's father waiting upon 
him all the while. By the time he ima- 
gined his project had ſucceeded, he re- 
tired, 

While the father was taken vp in at- 
tending the duke, his ſubtle valet de 
chambre applied himſelf to the daughter. 
He exerted all his eloquence to ſeduce 
her, and draw her to Fontainebleau, 
in order to comply with his maſter's paſ- 
a NT RE 

He took a great deal of pains to ſet 
off his birth, wealth, and perſon ; he laid 
before her the great advantages that 
might be made of ſuch an amour; but. 


all to no purpoſe. He changed his bat- 


tery, and employed the appearance of 
virtue to draw her into vice. He pro- 
poled the making her a dutcheſs; which 
he aſſured ſhould ſoon be brought about 
if ſhe would come into his meaſures, 
He reminded her of her own condition, 
and that ſuch an opportunity of aggran- 
dizing herſclf was not to be neglected 
for any imaginary punctilio. Here her 
reſalution began to fail her; love and 


ambition prevailed fo far, that ſhe pro- 


miſed to come the next day to town, to 
ice, as he expreſſed it, whether there was 


any deſign of impoling upon her. 


Dupin acquainted the duke before- 
hand with what had paſſed, and ſhewed 
nim the neceſſity of diſſembling with 
Charlotte, if he hoped to ſucceed in his 
deſigns. Thou art certainly banter- 
ing me, ' replied the duke; though I 
love the girl to diſtraction, I' not 
enter into any engagement with her, 
which I don't intend to perform, 
much leſs commit ſo great a folly as to 
marry her. Neither love nur meney 
ought ever to conntenance prepolte- 
obs matches. Depend upon it, I'll 
never follow the example .-; who, 
in order to gratity his paſſion, was 
Suilty of a thouſand follies, and then, 

t 
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ter *n the work, married his own 
m A very virtuous wite, perhaps 

. I fay; but I don't much admire 
the artful methods ſhe made uſe of to 
gain her ends. I could mention 
—, who was drawn in to marry 
a baker's daughter, by her taking ad- 
vantage of his fear of ſprites. His va- 
let de chambre acted the part of an 
apparition, threatening him with eter- 
nal ruin; if he did not make an honeſt 
woman of her. He was heartily 


frightened, and the plot ſucceeded, 


4 
6 
4 
1 
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0 
s 
c 
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« 
4 
The Earl of — is much in the 
© {ame ſituation, He lay under obli- 
* gations to a poor girl who had ſaved 
© his life, and rather than part with 
twenty thouſand livres, which ſhe de- 
© ſerved at his hands, he very fairly 
© married ber to ſave his money. I 
© might reckon up a great many more 
s unequal marriages ; theſe parts furniſh 
many examples, but they ſhall never 
prevail upon me to make one of the 
© number, So take your own meaſures 
s for bringing the matter to bear: I own 
© am in love; but remember, I will 
c neither make nor perform any engage- 
ment. | 

The valet de chambre endeavoured 
with great earneſtneſs to prevail upon 
him to talk with Charlotte, at leaſt in an 


ambiguous manner, on the ſubject he 
had entertained her with the night be- 


fore; but all in vain. The duke had 
honourable principles, though his youth 
hurried him into ſome exceſſes. When 


Charlotte came, Dupin perſuaded her 


not to in lt upon any thing, aſſuring 
her, that nothing could ſecure his ma- 
ſter's affections more, than an entire 
confidence iu his honour. * Your com- 
© pliance,” ſaid he, with his requeſt, 


© will in a few days make you a dut- 


« cheſs.” And the betterto ſatisfy her as 
to this particular, he reckoned up ſeveral 
examples: Which makes the thing, 
ſays he, „evident beyond diſpute.” 
Charlotte, incapable of deceiving others, 
could not ſee through the artifices by 
_ which this villain at laſt drew her into 


the inare. The vanity of becoming a 


woman of quality, the high rank, and 
it's conſequences, with which ſhe was 
flattered, dazzled her underſtanding ; in 
fine, ſhe agreed to ſpend a week at Fon- 
tainebleau, on condition her father 
would give his conſent. A pretence 
was ſoon contrived. A meſſage was 
ſeut in the dutchels's name, the duke's 


been paſſionately fond. 
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mother, to her father, in order to have 
her to town; he thought himſelf much 
honoured in the affair, and ſent her very 
willingly. 

She was no ſooner there, but all en- 
gines were at work to oblige and di- 
vert her. She began to reliſh a life of caſe 
and pleaſure; what put the finiſhing 
hand to the buſineſs was fine cloaths 
and dreſs, of which ſhe had always 
She fancied 
herſelf already a dutcheſs ; here ſhe fal- 
tered, and here her ruin was come 


pleated, _ | 


Every day ſhe expected to ſee the ef- 
fets of Dupin's promiles, and he as 
often found pretexts to put her off. 
Time flipped away; her lover was upon 
the point of going to court, to which his 
rank and employment about the king's 
perſon called him. Her paſſion for the 
duke was inexpreſſible; and as ſhe was 
uſed by him with the greatelt tenderneſs, 
ſhe thought herſelf perfectly happy. Bur 
at laſt ſhe found herſelf with child, and 
the duke gone to court without bidding 
her farewel. His paſſion was fated, 


and almoſt worn out; the valet de 
chambre was directed to lid him of 


Charlotte. The poor creature began to 


forebode her misfortunes; her com- 
merce with the duke had given her an 


inſight into things; ſhe was no longer a 
ſimple country girl. She ſaw plainly 


the danger ſhe was in of being diſcarded; 


- DO 
ſhe had mentioned to her lover the pro- 


miles made her in his name, but he diſ- 


owned them: ſhe wept, tore her hair, 


and took on bitterly, but all to no pur- 
E the duke went away without the 
eaſt emotion, | | 
She taxed the valet de chambre with itz 
the villain threw the blame on his ma- 


ſter, and was the firſt in calling him an 


impoſtor. But Charlotte, now made 
deſperate, was not to be put off with plau- 


ſible pretences; ſhe exclaimed fo loudly 


againſt her deceivers, that the duke. to 
whom Dupin had tent an account of her 
rage, apprehending the affair's becomine 


publick, propoſed a conſiderable ſum of 


money towards getting her a Huſband. 
She ſtood out a long time, but con- 


vinced at laſt that her ruin was inevi- 


table, ſhe came to a reſolution. She 
took the twenty thouſand livres, part 
of which paid her portion in a mo- 
naſtery to which ſhe retired, the ref 46 
diſtributed among her relations. The 
affair made ſome neiſe; though till 
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then it had been kept private, it was * but, with good inſtruction, ſhe may 


now no lovger a ſecret to the whole vil- 
lage. 

I had been acquainted with this af- 
tair, which, with ail 's circumitances, 
came freſh into my memory on this oc- 
caſion. 
more wary and more ditcreet than the 
unhappy Charlotie. In vain did my in- 
clinations, prejudiced as they were, fide 
with the marquis, and ſet him off, in the 
mott favourable light, My virtue 10- 
terpoled ; I determined never to ſwerve 
tom it's dictates, and as often as my 
heart ſhould give occaſion, to call it to 
my aſſiſtance. From that moment I 
have conſtantly adhered to this maxim, 
and have juſt reaſon to look upon it as 
the foundation of all my good fortune. 
Under the direction of ſo good a guide 
there is no danger of going aſtray. 

I was taken up with theſe reflections, 
when word was brought of the mar- 
quis's arrival; he came leading the coun- 


tels, and was followed by a great deal of 


company, whom he found at the caſtle. 
He had already acquainted them with 
what had happened when J met the king 
on the road, and the gratuity his ma- 
jeſty had ordered. But he did not in- 


form them, that the affection he had at 


chat inſtant taken to me, had put him 
upon laying the circumſtances of my ad- 
venture before the king in ſuch moving 
terms, as laid his majeſty under a kind 
of neceſſity of ſhewing me {ome regard. 
The company were fo well pleaſed with 
the account, that they all reſolved to fee 
in what manner I ſhould behave on the 
occaſion. This gave the counteſs an 
opportunity of in forming them, that the 
Marquis of L— V—, tather to the 

oung nobleman, was my godfather. 
7 he young marquis was ſecretly tran{- 

orted with this diſcovery, aud which 


afterwards ſerved him for a pietence, 


when, under his father's name, he gave 
me to many ſignal proofs of his love and 


generoſity. | 


As the company drew near, we ad- 
vanced to miect her ladyſhip. She no 


Wworer law ne, but ſhe called out, Come 


* hither, my gear Jenny, I am overjoyed 
that you begin ſoearly to taite the ſweris 
of your good fortune, Don't he afraid, 
continued ſhe, fecing me in greet con- 


futon; © we know Your Uducation has 
bern tuch as u sillage affords.—How 


do you like my god-daughter, my 
S'141d , Her ca r1age is no: tue politelt z 


* 


I reſolved with myſelt to he - 


* make ſome figure in the w 
© deed, Madam, replied the + 
© your ladyſhip mult pardon : þ 
© think this pretty creature very wel! 
© behaved; ſhe wants but little improve 
* ment, to be as you would have her.“ 
The company buſied themſelves in com- 
mending me; one extolled my beauty, 
my neatneſs, aud fancy, in my country 
attire; another praiſed my complexion; 
a third thought my hand and arm much 
beyond what is uſual in low life, In a 
word, every one contributed ſomething 
to increaſe the perplexity I was in. As 
to my father, he afforded no finall di- 
verſion with his—* She is your ſervant.” 
— No, indeed, I wiſh ſhe were.“ My 
mother made no anſwer, but a great 
many curtſies; whilſt I was the only one 
who did not dare to look up; and 1f any 
thing about me could create delight, it 
muſt have been the extreme confuſion I 
laboured under. 8 
When the firſt volley of compliments 
was over, the marquis, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to me with as much reſpect as if I 
had been a dutcheſs, ſaid - The king 


has commanded me, my pretty one, to 


put into your hands this purſe of 
* thirty louis d'ors. You owe it to the 


« fingular ſatis faction you expreſſed at 


ſeeing his perſon, an account of which 
© was given him. I am exceedingly 
« pleaſed he thought fit to employ me 
on this occaſion; and the more ſo, as 
I find, by this lady's information, that 
* my father ſtood with her at your 
* chriſtening. It is what I was unac- 
© quainted with before, but I dare en- 
gage my father will be extremely 
. — 2 to hear of this adventure. 
© That you may aſſure yourſelf," re- 
plied the cotmteſs.—* But, Jenny, what 
do you ſay to my lord marquis? You 
© muſt thank him for the pains he has 
© taken.” I made him a curtſey, and ac- 
knowledged the favour; but in fo low a 
voice, that I dare ſay nobody could tel! 
what I ſaid, nor indeed did I know very 
well myſelf. Mind,“ fays the-coun- 
teſs, winking on the company, how I 
© ſhall put her to it. — Come, Jenny, 
continued ſne, tell us ſincerely what 
* you will do with your money? How 
© will you lay it out? — Since you are 
© plealed, Madam, to command me," 
aniwered I, the beit uſe I can put his 
* majeſty's bounty to, is to give it to my 
mother. —“ How! faid the marquis, 


| haitily, | 


£ 


company. 
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; on't you keep ſome for your * how dear ſo long an abſence has coſt 


Pas Indeed, my lord,” I re- 
lieu, carce daring to look in his face, 
I don't want any thing; I ſhall only 
beg of her to have me taught to abribe, 


K 4 aA a aw 


I may be able to enquire after her 
health.“ He was charmed with my 
ready anſwer, which he underſtood per- 
fealy well by my letter which Colin 


wrote. Ah, Madam! cried he, turn- 


ing to the counteſs, © how commendable 
« js the deſire of improvement! it would 


be barbarous to the laſt degree not to 


ſecond it.“ It is not my deſign,” 
replied the counteſs, ſmiling, “to be 


«* guilty of any ſuch thing; Til ſee if 


* too can't do ſomething proper for the 
* king to be informed of.— Jenny, ſays 
ſhe to me, I'll carry you home with me, 
this very evening, if you hav2a mind; 
© are you willing to go?* . Upon this, 
turning myſelf to my mother“ You are 
© the propereſt perſon, dear mamma, 


laid I, to conſider what anſwer we 


* ought to return to my godmother's 
great goodneſs. But my father ſaved 
her the trouble, telling her ladyſhip, he 
thought himſelf much honoured by ſuch 


a favour. The counteſs, turning to the 
marquis, told him, ſhe undertook the 


charge of me, and would endeavour to 


make me delierve the notice his majelty. 


had been pleaſed to honour me with. 
Take your leave, Jenny! ſaid ſhe to 
me, turning about and followed by the 
I embraced my mother and 
the reſt of the family with tears in my 
eyes, feeling at that inſtant the force of 
Nature in an upright heart. Here I was 
not at a loſs, but gave full ſcope to my 
atfections ; ſo true it is, that ſhame ac- 
companies only irregular pathuns. I 
gave the purſe to my mother, who told 
me in a whiſper, ſhe would not fail to 
buy me fome new cloaths fit to appear 
in, Having taken my leave, I followed 
the company, who were now at ſome 
diſtance, My mother did not leave me 
till I had joined them; nor then neither, 
till ſhe had charged me to be always 
ood, and never to forget that no true 
- pineſs could be expected without it. 
be marquis often looked back. He 
no ſooner ſaw me alone, but coming up 
to me How happy, deareſt Jenny, am 
* I,” ſays he, to have it in my power 


© to ſee you, and from time to time to 


renew ſuch delightful ſatisfaction! I 


© wiſh I could make you comprehnd, 


that if ever I ſhould be at any diſtance, 


© me.'—*< I am very ſenhible, my lord,” 
anſwered I, * how much J am indebted 
c 


accept of the  acknowjedgments I 


what they ought to bez you muſt at- 
tribute it © my ſmall capacity, and 
the company I have been uſed to; they 
were no beiter than myſelf, and it 


much confuſed on ſuch occaſions: 
perhaps, when I have been ſome time 
with my godmothier, I may learn more 


ne," replied the marquis; * it wants 
only a little improvement: bur yeu 
mult learn to diltinguiſh your friends, 


not to loſe this favourable opportunity, 
but lo speak as becomes the lincerett 
friend you have. Tou are beautiful, 
aud will every day be more ſo. The 
countels ſces muth company, and con- 
ſequently et be long before ad- 
drcffes will he made to you. But re- 
member, tew young men are in the 
«* ſame way of thinking with myſelf; 
they carry danger with them, and will 
c 
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me over for Joſt, I net] not ſay any 
more ar preſent af what T have to ſpeak 
of; a little experience of the world will 
© let yoa into zpart of it. In the mean 
© time, endeat your felf as tuch as pol- 
© ſible to your godmother; bating the 
uus! forbles of the ſex, a good wo- 

man, and endowed with excellent 

qualifications worthy your imitation. 
Some other time I will give you her 
* chaacter as à model by which you 
may form your own you tee I don't 
© treat „ou like a chiid. Nevertheleſs 
I ought to aſk your pardon for taking 
upon me to give you leflons; but the 
great are I mult bear in every thing 
© that concerns you, makes me thus 
* took forward into your affairs, E 
© mult not forget tv acquaint you that 
her ladyſhip has a daughter, who, as 
c ſhe is moch inferior in point of beau— 
© ty, will be jealous of you from the 
© firſt moment. Her brother is a hand- 
© ſome young gentleman, and I have 

reaſon to think will be as little able 

to feſiſt your charms as my ſelf; this 

gives me fome uneaſineis, as well as 


A a _ a a a 


lesing you, I will make love, and 


* Periigj s 


to your generoſity: I bope you will 


make, though they are far ſhort of 


could not be expected but I ſhould be 


breeding.'-—- Your good lenle charms 


And give we leave, my dear Jenny, 


leave no way untried to deceive you: 
it you liſten to them, you mult give 
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* perhaps gain vpon your affections: if 
fo, what muſt become of me!' 

I don't know,” anſwered I, © what 
* Jove is: 1 have hitherto lived very 
© happy, unacquainted with any un- 
* eaiineſs, but what aroſe from ſeeing 
my mocber in affliction, or the peeviſh- 
© nels of my brother and filter, There 
© is nothing but your generous behavi- 
© our towards" No more of gene- 
«© rolity,* replied he: I am in pain 
© when you beitow that name on ſuch 
* trifling marks of the moſt tender 
« friendſhip. You are not yet acquaint- 
* ed with me; when you are, you will 
be ſenſible, how happy I am in this 
« ſmall opportunity of ſhewing how ten- 
« derly I love you.'—* Lord!“ ſaid J, 
{miling, * you are always talking of 
© love: let it reſt till I know what it is, 
and whether a maid may be allowed 
to hear of it. I'll teach you what 
it is, replicd he. No, no, my lord,” 
I cried ; my mother has often charged 
© me never to liſten to men; ſince all 
* they lay only tends to impoſe upon us: 


I dare ſay my godmother 1s of the 


fame opinion. —* Take care, re- 
plied the marquis very earneſtly, © that 


vou never mention a word to her con- 


cerning my paſſion. She is of a jea- 
lous temper, of which more hereafter ; 
it may prevent my ſeeing of you, and 
upon that my very life depends. — 
Nay, then,” added I, there muli be 
harm in it, ſince you are afraid to let 
it be known,'—* No, my deareſt Jen- 
ny, there is none; have a better opi- 
nion of me.“ I was about to reply: I 
found a facility in doing it, that ſur- 
prized me. I was under no reſtraint 
with the marquis; and if he had been 
one of my play- fellows, I could not have 
reaſoned with greater freedom. I was 
about, I fav, to enquire why he ſhould 
give hiqmſelf this preference, when my 
g0dmother, turning about, called to me. 


Upon our coming up to her—“ How 


* now!” fays ſhe 10 me, © what, are you 
* littening to the marquis? What ſub- 
* ject has he been upon? Love, to be 
© ture, Remember, Jeriny, it is poiſon, 
© and ofteniimes fatal.*——* I know no- 
thing of the matter, Madam,” anſwer- 
ed IJ. My lord, to divert himſelf, I 
« {uppoſe, has been enquiring after our 
© country amuſements, and I have given 
him the belt account I can.'—" It is 
every true, lays he, * this pretty crea- 
© twic bas deicribed them in lo lively a 
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manner, that I prefer them fas == 


© the pleaſures of a town life. e 
countels raillied him on his new .} 
the company took up the ſubject, till, 
without perceiving it, we had reached 
the caſtle. | ; | 
The counteſs was no ſooner in her 
apartment, but ſhe called for Made- 
moiſelle De Parc. She had been for- 
merly her waiting-woman, though at 
preſent had no other employment but to 
govern her ladyſhip, as well as the reſt 
of the family. She might have ſome 
fifty years over her head, was lean and 
wrinkled; a countenance much upon 
the whee:tler and devotee; ſhe would 
always be of your opinion till you had 
placed a confidence in her, which ſhe 
was ſure to make a handle of, to tyran- 
nize with impunity, She knew the in- 
trigues cf a family, was always finding 
fault, except her avarice interpoſed, She 
loved money, and made no fecret of 
it upon proper occaſions: any fault 
would be excuſed where preſents medi- 
ated a pardon, It was to this antiquated 
piece of formality J was given in charge. 
© I recommend my god-daughter to 
© your care for education,” faid the 
countels to her: * ſhe is good condi- 
© tioned, and naturally well inclined; I 


make no doubt but ſhe will advance 


* apace under your direction. Do you 
* know the king has taken notice of her, 

and given thirty louis d'ors!'——< Thir- 
© ty lonis d'ors ' cried Mademoiſelle 
De Parc, interrupting her; “ no little 
© matter, I aſſure you. Where are 
they? Her good nature, replied 
the counteſs, prevailed on her to give 
6 them to her mother.“ She had done 
© better to have kept them, ' replied the 
old Abigail with a frown; © I could 
© have laid them by for her as well as 
© another, Who knows what may hap- 


© pen? How could ſhe be fo giddy! 


© She would have known where to find 
© them at a pinch.— That is not the 
© buſineſs we are about,* faid the coun- 


tels, interrupting her; * where will you 
lay her? — Why, in my chamber,” 


anſwered De Parc; © where can ſhe be 
© better? — © That is true,* ſaid the 
counteſs. * But the firſt thing ſhe is ſet 
about, muſt be to learn towrite, When 
© ſhe can do that, F will take her to 
« Verſailles, where ſhe ſhall return the 
king thanks for his bounty in her 
* own: hand writing; it may poſſibly 
* engage him to continue it,'——* Ver) 

. ; true, 
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d replied my new governeſs ; 
wy no bad thought.“ During this 
tor, .fation 1 never opened my lips: 
my heart miigave me; I dreaded my 
preſent ſituation, and with regret look - 


ed back upon that I had jult now left. 
After much diſcourſe of this kind, Ma- 


demoiſelle de Parc ſeized on me as her 
prey, and ever after followed me like my 
ſhadow, | 

The marquis ſtaid ſome time at the 
caſtle, during which he continually 
fought for an opportunity to ſpeak with 
me. But this was no eaſy matter, as I 
was always with my governeſs, or elſe 
in the counteſs's bed-chamber, learn- 
ing to embroider. I ſometimes met his 
eyes, and learned from them how diſ- 


agreeable this reſtraint was to him; by 


degrees I became acquainted with their 
language. Whilſt he Raid, nothing 
affected me but the endearing reflection 
of being beloved by him. I apprehend- 
ed no harm in amuſing myſelf with the 
idea of him; gratitude, methought, re- 
quired it of me. 
fatal miſtake! a fire lay hid under it, 
whoſe gentle heat pleaſed at preſent, but 


ſoon broke out with great violence. 


Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, the counteſs's 
daughter, was about fifteen years of age; 
of a fair complexion, the only perſonal 
advantage ſhe was miſtreſs of: her eyes 
large and dull, but in that particular, 
impoſtors; for ſhe did not want wit, 
though at that time 1t was unequal, and 
not very taking, Her countenance de- 
ceives one; the being in appearance 
good-natured, and engaging, but in rea- 
lity envious and ſullen. In conſidera- 
tion of favours received from her mo- 
ther, when at her houſe, I would gladly 
have omitted this character; but it was 
impracticable to proceed to my ſtory 
without bringing her upon the ſtage, as 
ſeveral furure events will be found en- 


tirely owing to her treachery and ma- 


\ lice. All I can do in this caſe is to 
ſoften the touches when I ſhall have 
occaſion to ſpeak of her hereafter. To 
this day my revenge has been very fa- 
vourable; five if ſhe ſhould know me 
again, it will be her intereſt to keep 


her own ſecret, My little experience 


did not prevent my diſcerning the un- 
eaſineſs my arrival at the caſtle created 
in her. When every one elſe took a 
| liking to me, ſhe was in a different way 


of thinking, and by her haughty be- 


hayiour diminiſhed the good opinion 


Frivolous pretext !. 


others had of me: I was very ſenſible of 


her coldneſs, or rather her envy, in my 


regard. It gave me ſome concern. The 


chevalier her brother was in the other 


extreme: from the firſt moment he be- 


gan to fancy me, 1 was convinced of 


it by his behaviour and his diſcourſe: 
he looked upon me as an agreeable 
amuſement for the time he was to ſtay 
at the caſtle. My innocent and unaf- 
fected carriage ſeemed to promiſe him 
an eaſy conqueſt, In a word, he was 


exactly what the marquis had deſcribed; 
tall and well-ſhaped; his behaviour, 


in appearance obliging, but in reality 


far from it; very paſſionate ; and, like 
his filter, exceſſively haughty. Where 


he endeavoured to pleaſe, he would art- 


tully diſguiſe theſe ill qualities; but if 


the ſucceſs did not anſwer, he was ſure 
to employ artifice and force. I had lei- 
ſure enough to ſtudy both their charac- 
ters; and the uſage I met with from 


their hands taught me by fatal experi- 


ence never to form an opinion of any 
one from the firſt impreſſion, nor con- 
tract a friendſhip, unleſs with tFoſe 


whom, by a moral certainty, I knew to 


be of a character very oppoſite to theirs, 
The marquis had the dexterity, the 


day before he left the caſtle, to conirive 


an opportunity of ſpeaking with me, 
whilſt I was in the counteſs's room at 
my work, and a great deal of company 
preſent, who dined at the caltle, He 
propoſed Pharaoh to ber ladyſhip, and 
under pretence of not underſtanding the 
game, prevailed upon her, with very lit- 
tle difficulty, to hold the bank for him. 
The company immediately engaged, and 
through their cagernels at play, Made- 
moiſelle De Parc, the marquis, and my- 
ſelf, were ſoon left alone. He offered her 
2 louis-d'or to venture with, in which 
ſhe ſhould go halves if ſhe had good 
luck. This was a temptation not to be 
reſiſted. Her hack was no ſooner turn- 
ed, but addreſſing himſelf tome, © Huw 
happy am I, my dear Jenny, ſaid the 
marquis, in this opportunity ct talking 
with you! I have long fought for it: 
what would I give to enjoy it every 
day! I am going, my lovely creature; 
I cannot ſtay any longer withaut dit- 
covering what it is that fixes me here. 
May I not enquire, hefore I go, what 
place I have in your affection ? Speak, 
« my angel! don't refuſe me this {atis- 
«© faction; life is a burden to ine without, 
at lcalt, the hopes of gaining your af - 
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fections. Conſider, it is very uncertain 
when I ſhall be able to ſee you again; 
and yet that is the only comfort lett 
me, in the ſituation in which my pal- 
fon for you has placed me. He ut- 
4 tered this with ſo much tenderneſs, that 
{1 J could not forbear looking at him, 


a * a.z 


6 What means that ſigh, my charmer ?' 
cried he, in the moſt affectionate manner. 
Am I ſo happy, fincere as I am, to 
move your compaſſion ?*—* Ah, my 
lord,” replied I, leave me, I beg: 
whenever you are near, or ſpeak to 
me, I am not myſelt. What do you 
aim at? Why do you purſue a young 
creature of my low condition? I know 
very well my diſtance; yet I am not 
afraid to ſay that, as great as you are, 
if your deſigns are diſhonourable, they 
ſhall! never ſucceed. God forbid!' 
ried he, * that I ſhould have ſuch a 
thought. All I deſire is to love you, 
and obtain your favour,'——* Alas! to 
what purpole ?* anſwered IJ. Why 
does every gentleman fay the fame ? 
Is it the faſhion at Paris? In all my 
life I never heard ſo much of love as. 
within theſe eight days I have been 
here. — How !' cried the marquis, 
quite amazed, * this is the falt time [ 
could ever have an opportunity of 
making my addreſſes to you.'——" As 
if you were the only one! anſwer- 
d J, very innocently. * All the other 
« gentlemen are continually upon the 


l | fetching a deep ſigh at the fame time. 
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£ countels's ſon never {ſuffers me to have 
© amoment's quiet. —“ Heavens! («ys 
the marquis, in errupting me, * ſure 


11 * he is not in love with you ?*——* Ican't 
FE tell what it is to be in love,” replied 
" I; but if every one is in love that 


< ſays 1o, he certainly is. And what 
* anſwer do you make him?” czied the 
marquis, with greatearnelinels. £Real- 
ly I take fo little notice of what he 

lays,” antwered I, © that I can give 

no account. But this I know very 
well, I thould not be ſorry if he con- 

cerned himſelf no more with me than 
his ſiſter does. —“ May I depend upon 
* this, my dear Jenny ?* ſaid the mar- 
quis, a liitle recovered. Don't you 
find a pleaſure in hearing him f'— 
* Ah, not in the leait!' anſwered I, 
very imply; © to far from it, that one 
Word of yours makes a much greater 
© miprefiion on we than a hundred of 
© his. — How ſhe charms me !* cried 
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tranſported. 


© ſame ſtrain; but in particular the 
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the marquis. How happy © 1 * 
be if I were convinced of ». 

ſays with ſo much ſincerity ! . i 
not change my condition with ay 
thing the whole world affords, Re- 
peat it once more, my lovely dear: 
you reſtore me to life z my whole hap- 
pineſs depends on that acknowledg- 
ment. Heavens! what have I ſaid!” 
replied I, aſtoniſhed to ſee him thus 
What is it that pleaſes 
* you ſo much? Perhaps I may have 
done amiſs without knowing it ?'—- 
No, no,' taid he, interrupting me haſt. 
ily; © never think of acting otherwiſe, 
© It your heart has explained itſelf, 
© don't contradict it; it ſhall never re- 
© pent it's condeſcenfions in my behalf.” 
My heart has ſaid nothing !* anſwer- 
ed J, interrupting in my turn very britk- 
y. It I have let drop any words with- 
out knowing their meaning, you ought 
not to take any advantage from thence,? 
— What, am I to go away, then?” re- 
plied the, marquis, overwhelmed with 
vexation and regret. * Your heart ſays 
nothing! To another it may poſſibly 
© ipeak, Farewel life, ſince I have in- 
« curred your hatred.“ Theſe laſt words 
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were {poke in fo moving an accent, that 


they affected me very much: Ilookedat 
him, and the extreme ſorrow ] ſaw ein 
bis countenance, made me heartily re- 
pent 1 bad been the occahon of it, * Good 


© God!” I cried, with great anxiety; 


what a misfortune is it not to know 
how to expreſs one's ſelf! that's the 
r1calon I am thought to fay one thing 
when I mean another. Why ſhould 
you aftlict yourtelt in this manner? 
It was far from my intention. Be- 
lides, it is wrong in you to give any 
heed to a perſon who has not wit 
enough to anfwer you: have but pa- 
tience till I have learned ſome from my 
godmother, and then I'll lay nothing 
that will give offence.“ He could not 
forbear ſmiling at my ingenuity. There 
it is again!' cried I, © This moment 
you wete ready to cry; and now Þ have 


at me. Very well it's high time for 

me to hold my tongue.“ I ſpoke this 
with ſome warmth; and fell to my work, 
without taking the leaſt notice of a 
thoutand paſſionate and tender expre{- 
lions he employed to pacify me. 

At laſt, wearied out with my obſti- 
Nacy, the marquis remained ſilent; ima- 


Sining he was gone, I looked up haſtily 
| to 


* 
© made fome blunder, you are laughing 
* 
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- - hat was become of him, but was 
vat of countenance to find him 
_, Redfaltly on me. * You cer- 
any defhga my death,” ſaid he, ſince 
you will not vouehſafe me a word, nor 
ſo much as a look. 
done to deſerve ſuch uTage? I go, 
then, with a heavy heart: cruel crea» 
ture, farewel for ever !' This moved 
me: I was obliged, methought, to juſtify 
myſelf from ſuch an imputation, Of how 
great force is prejudice in the conduct 
of our lives ! © No, my lord,” anſwered 
I with fome warmth, ' my behaviour de- 
© ſervesno ſuch injuriovs names, I am 
© not, nor ever was, cruel to any thing; 
ſo far from it, I cannot ſee a lamb 
killed without crying. I never could 
hurt the leaſt thing; even when my 
brother and ſiſter have fallen upon me, 
I would not ſo much as defend my- 
ſelf for fear of hurting them. Judge 
then, if I deſerve to be called cruel.“ 
Had I gone on, the marquis would have 
given me the hearing, fo well was he 
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pleaſed with my ingenuous ſimplicity ; 


but love places every thing in a favour- 
able light. * I aſk your pardon, my 
deareſt Jenny, ſaid the marquis, if I 
have otfended you: the word cruel 


A 


had you perſiſted in not making me 


deſerved to be called ſo. But now 
you have reſtored me to life, and I 
will never uſe that word again. There 
is no time to be loit; the company 
may, perhaps, give over play very 
ſoon, and I ſhould never have for- 
given myſelf if I had omitted to ſettle 
one point before I go. I delign to 
ſend Dubois | his valet de chambre] 
twice a week under a pretended com- 
pliment to the counteſs, that I may 
hear from you. At another oppor» 
tunity I will acquant you what me- 
thod I have uſed to prevent her taking 
any umbrage at it. Dubois will find 
means io ſpeak to you, and bring me 
your anſwers, which in ſome meaſure 
may alleviate what I muſt ſuffer from 
your abſence. Beſides, I thall take all 
opportunities poſſible to wait on you, 
ſo as not to be obſerved. At preſent 
I ſhall not preſs to know what place 1 
have in your affections, ſince you ſęem 
to be ſo averſe to the giving me that 
fatisfaftion ; however, I ſha!l be able 
to form ſome judgment of it, by your 
earneſtneſs to learn to write; aud, I 
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ther time. 
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does not mean ill natured; however, 


any anſwer, you certainly would have 


19 
© flatter myſelf, I ſhall then find I am 
* not altogether diſagreeable to you.” 
He was going on, when my governeſs 
came to us with joy in her countenance: 
ſhe had won four louis-d'ors, and was 
bringing the marquis his ſhare. Pray, 


Madam, ſays he, * keep them your- 


ſelf; they may be lucky to you ano- 
When I return to Ver- 
ſailles, I intend to play for you there, 
and fee whether h: ſame fortune at- 
tends you in deep play. The only 
return I deſire is, that you would be 
careful of this child; you may poſſibly 
find your account in it hereafter.” 


This was taking her on the weak fide, 


eſpecially as ſhe knew the marquis's ge- 
neroſity and exactneſs in keeping his 
word. You need ſay no more, my 
lord, ſhe replied; © let me alone: I 
© will take the fame care of her as if ſhe 
© were my own daughter. I am not io 
learn that our young chevalier is very 
ſweet upon her; but I ſhall watch him 
© ſo narrowly, that he will not find an 
opportunity of ſpeaking to her but 
© when Jam by, He and I are no ſtran- 
gers one to another; and I am apt to 
© think he will not venture to take any 


lüberties there. The company left 


off play juſt as ſhe had done ſpeaking. 
Tite bank, it ſeems, was broke, and the 
counteſs came to acquaint the marquis 
with his loſs; but he ſeemed very eaſy 
as to that particular, Preſently a walk 
was agreed on, ſo that I was left alone 
with Mademoiſelle de Parc, and ſoon 
found the effects of the marquis's civi- 


lities, (for ſo ſhe ſtiled the money and 


promiſes ſhe had received from him ;) 
and, indeed, ever after, ſhe uſed me with 
the greateſt tenderneſs 1maginable, 
The Chevalier D*Elbieux, freed from 
the trouble of doing the honours of the 
houſe, applied himſelf very cloſely to 


me: every moment he was urging his 


paſſion, and I was as backward at tak- 
ing any notice of it, How widely dif- 
ferent his manner of expreſſing himſelf 


from that of che marquis, when com- 


ared together! The one, though po- 
five: yet hanghty, and breathing an air 
of ſuperioiity; the other, on the con- 
trary, complaiſant, genteel, and accom- 
panied with a deference, as if addreffed 
by an inferior: this certainly was ver 
taking; and, ſimple :s I was, the dif- 


| ference was very remarkable. 


The counteſs ſoon perceived her ſon's 
inclination for me, and rept tinanded im 
Cs accurdingiy ; 


t- —_— — — _— — ” — 
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is not guided by a principle of virtue. 


20 THE FORTUNATE 


accordingly; but this, far from having 
the deſired effect, only increaſed his 


Paſlion. It is true, he became more 
circumſpe& in his behaviour, but in a 
ſhort time I found, by woeful experi- 
ence, what terrible effects may be ex- 
pected from reſtraint, where the heart 


As for Mademoiſelle, his ſiſter, 


tried all methods to render myſelf ac- 


ceptable to her; ſhe condeſcended to 
bear with me, but after a manner in- 
ſupportably haughty. Whether the re- 
ſpectful behaviour of the marquis had 
given me a wrong turn, or that natu— 
rally I was not diſpoſed to ſubmit, I 
found an infinite difficulty in doing it 
to her. I often bewailed myſelf; to 
which, perhaps, the abſence of the mar- 
quis did not a little contribute, whole 
amiable behaviour was ſet off by every 
vexation I underwent. 


ignorant girl who aſked what 1t was, 
It's revenge was ſevere, making me 


feel the full extent of it's power and 


violence. I fell away, loſt my com- 


Plexion and ftirengih, My reſt hereto- 
fore was undiſturbed, but now I ſeldoin 


enjoyed ſo great a bleſſing. I conſidered 


the circumſtances of my preſent fitut- 


tion; I was willing to hide their ſource 


from myſelf; and inſtead of blaming the 
impetuoſity of my affections, I attribut- 


ed what I ſuffered to my abſence from 


my mother. But I was very foon con- 


vinced of my error. 
© The countels judged as ill in the at- 
fair as myſelf, imagining the fight of 


my parents would be of tervice to me, 
in the condition to which ſhe ſaw me 


reduced, They were ſent for, and in- 
deed afforded me ſome relief; but I re- 
ceived much more from the arrival of 
Dubois. He gave m2 an account of 
his maſter, and how much he was con- 
cerned at my abſence. There was no 


occaſion for explaining my ſentiments 


to him; my countenance diſcovered more 
than my words could expreſs, | 
From the time that the marquis left 


the caſtle, I had applied myfelf to learn 


to writez a valet de chambre belong- 
ing to the chevalier, who wrote a fine 
hand, took a great plcaſure in teaching 
me. I had juſt began to join the letters; 
and, to give the marquis a proof of my 
attention to his requeit, I took a child- 
iſh pleaſure in ſcrawling over a whole 


What a friend 
is ſolitude to love! I ſoon became ac- 
quainted with it; now no longer that 


COUNTRY MAID;- 


page. This, with great charge. T gave 
Dubois. He enquired very ca , 
whether or no the chevalier ma. . 
to me or not. I ſuppoſe it was part of 
bis inſtructions. The anſwer J made 
was, that at firſt he did, hut his mother 
being apprized of it, had taken ſuch me- 
thods, that now he durſt not ſo much 


I as open his mouth to me on that ſubject. 


The day after Dubois's returi to the 
marquis happened to be Sunday, I 
had made a friendſhip w th my gover- 
neſs's niece, Catharine, for that was 
her name, beſides an excellent temper, 
was miltreſs of a great deal of wit, and 
that improved by a genteel education. 
I have certainly great obligations to her, 
as ſhe was the firſt that began to poliſh 
the coarſe breeding I had contracted at 
home. Her age as well as experience 
was ſuperior to mine, but that did not 
hinder us from being inſeparable com- 
panions. In the afternoon, when church 
was done, her aunt walked with us in- 
to a neighbouring wood, where an open- 
ing was cut fo: the conveniency of 
hunting, Mademoiſelle De Parc had a 
book in her hand, which gave us an 
opportunity of retiring to a little diſtance. 
Our converſation accidentally turning 
upnn the counteſs, ſhe informed me that 
the count and ſhe had been for ſome 


years upon very indifferent terms; that 


it was not much obſerved in the world; 
though they very ſeldom met, he gene- 
rally coming down into the country 
when ſhe returned io Paris, the only one 
point they agreed in. Good God!” 
cried 1; * 1s it poſſible for married peo- 
ple to live at a. diſtance from each 
© other? We never hear of any ſuch 
thing in our village! What can be the 
© caule of it? Love on one fide, and 
* jealouſy on the other, anſwered Ca- 
tharine. The huſband diſlikes his la- 
* dy's admirers; and the lady can't 
prevail upon herſelf to diſcard them.“ 
— What!" ſays I, interrupting her, 
* do people think of gallantry after they 
are married?“ Yes, my dear Jen- 
ny,” replied ſne. It is certainly very 
wrong; and yet nothing is more fre- 
quent at Paris: there intereſt, not af- 
tection, commonly makes the match; 
wret ched cuſtom taking place of rea- 
ſon. The gentleman has his miſtreſſes, 
the lady her intrigues, live in the ſame 
houſe, and ſeldom fee the face of each 
other. It is true, there are ſome 
* huſbands not ſo tractable, that expect 

mn their 
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£ their wives ſhould keep up to their 
> Jt though they don't think fit to 
l, alem the example. If the wife 
happens to be headſtrong, and will 
not comply, they come to expoſtula- 
tions, aud ſo part. Others, like the 
count and his lady, compromiſe the 
matter, and each lives as their fancy 
directs; conſequently they undergo 
leſs uneaſineſs, as they are under leſs 
reſtraint: it has even happened, ſome- 
times, that their complaiſant indiffe- 
rence for each other has brought about 
a ſincere reconciliation; this, it is true, 
is rare, but examples are not wanting 
to confirm what I have ſaid. As for 
the count, and the counteſs your god- 


be of that number. The counteſs is a 
woman of character, and has always 
paſſed for fuch in the world ; but ſhe 
affects the air of a coquette, loves to 
be thought amiable, and more to be 


told ſo. For theſe laſt three months 


ſhe has been, to her inſupportable 


mortification, without an admirer: 
it is but fince the arrival of the Mar- 


quis of L. F. at the caſtle, that ſhe 


has put on this air of ſprightlineſs and 


good- humour you ſee her in; before 


he made his court ſhe was ready to 
die of melancholy. 
he has been very aſſiduous, and ſeems 
deeply in love.“ Theſe laſt words 
went to my heart, and cauſed ſuch an 


emotion in my ſpirits, that I fainted. 


away on the graſs where we fat, Ca- 
tharine lifted me up, and with ſome 
difficulty brought we to myſelf : ſhe did 
not in the leaſt ſuſpect the real cauſe of 
my illneſs, it being preſently attribyt- 
ed to the indifferent health I had en- 


Joyed for ſome days paſt; they led me 


back to the caſtle, and put me imme- 
diately to bed, Catharine lett me, in 
order, ſhe ſaid, that I night compole 


myſelf, aſſuring me that an hour or two, 


if I could fleep, would ſet me to rights: 
I pretended to be of the ſame opinion 
| ſhe had no ſooner faut the door, but I 
gave a looſe to my melancholy reflec- 
tions. es 

© Ah, wretched creature!* cried I, 
burſting into tears, * where 1s that 
* tranquillity of mind I once poſſeſſed! 
What has thus reduced me of late 
to this forlorn condition? Why thus 
altered ſince the marquis's ablence ? 
What is it to me if he courts the coun- 
teſs? Why am I lo deeply concerned 
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This brought my governels ; 
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© 11 the affair? What means this afflic- 
© tion his abſence brings upon me? 
© Why ſhould I, at theſe years, loathe 
* what was once ſo agieeable? Ah, it 
© 1s but too evident. Barbarous man! 
© how could you ſay you loved me? 
© why ſhould you thus deceive me? Did 
© I compel you to profeſs a paſſion you 
* are entirely void of ? Why ſhould you 
* take any advantage of my too great 
« credulity? Heavens! what brought 
© me hither? what will become of me? 
Ah, Charlotte, Charlotte! I feel too 
* plainly what you mult have endured 
when abandoned by one you loved fo 
well. I but judge of you by myſelf.” 
Her whole adventure preſented itſelf to 
my diſturbed imagination till, wearied 
out with tears and yexation, I fell into 


a profound ſleep, which much refreſhed 


my exhauſted ſpirits, and T awaked with 
ſome compoſure of mind. 7 

I was going out of my chamber, but 
was prevented by the chevalier. I am 


of order whilſt you were taking the 


well.'—* Likely enovgh,” anſwered I, 
but it mult be owing to ſleep, for I am 
not perfectly recovered.'—* I am ſorry 
for that,” replied he; © ſomething muſt 
be done: I'll engage to cure you, it 
you will let me be your phyſician; 1 
can do more than al the doctors put 
together,'—" Lord, Sir!* anſwered I, 
my reſentment againſt the marquis not. 
being entirely out of my head; let me 
© alone! I deteſt the whole ſex of men.” 
— 'That is only,“ anſwered the cheva- 
lier, © an effe& of the ſpleen: they ate 
© not ſo contemptible neither; at leaſt, 
* thoſe of a certain turn.“ This was 
ſpoke with ſuch an air of complacency 
in his own dear ſelf, as plainly intimated 
he thought he was one of the number, 
No, no, my deareſt,* continued he, 
* you will not always be fo hard heart- 
ed.“ Saying this, he offered to catch 
me in his arms; but I diſengaged my» 
ſelt from him, crying out for help. 
who 
ſeized him as he was purſuing me, and 
after upbraiding him with the little re- 
ſpect he paid to his mother's commands, 
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and a{luring him that ſhe at leaſt ſhould 


inſiſt upon a different behaviour, ſhut 
him out with great fury and indigna- 
tion in his eyes. A 

What would this fool he at here?“ 


| ſays ſhe to me when we were alone. I 
| « don't 


told," ſays he, you have been out 


air; and yet I think you look pretty 
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don't know,” replied I; © he endea- 
© roured to take me in his arms.'— 
« You were in the right,” ſaid ſhe, * to 
call out; you heard how I handled 
* him; he will not come this way again 
in haſte,—He is very boiſterous,” con- 
tinued ſhe, * and we ſhall have no loſs 
of him when he is gone; it will not 
be long firſt, as the counteſs informs 
me. It is really a pity he ſhould be- 
© have in this manner; he does not want 
_ + ſenſe, if he would but govern himſelf; 
he has an obliging air, which impoſes 
on thoſe who are not thoroughly ac- 
«© quainted with him. As for my part, 
I never liked a cloudy caſt in his eycs, 
which makes one think he is always 
« contriving ſome miſchief or another. 
After this diſcourſe we went to the 
counteſs's apartment, little thinking to 
find the marquis there. This ſurprize 
zncreaſed my reſentment, and made him 
appear more criminal. I was very near 
ſtarting at the ſight of him, but ſhame 
and anger made me ſtand my ground. 


Ile no ſooner ſaw me, but coming up 
with great alacrity, How do you do, 


my charming Jenny ?'—Good God!“ 
cried he, ſeeing me nearer, how ſhe is 
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day-break it redoubled, : 
light headed. 

The extremity to which . 4 
ced, rendered me incapable of know- 
ing what had paſſed; ſo that J am be- 
holden to Catharine, who never left my 


bed-ſide, for that part of my hiſtory, 


The counteſs was immediately informed 
of the danger I was in; ſhe was much 
concerned, and ordered all poſſible care 
to be taken of me. Like many others, 
ſhe dreaded the ſick; even her own chil- 
dren in that condition muſt not have ex- 
pected to ſee her: nay, ſince that, Ihavemet 
with perſons whoſe apprehenſions were 
carried to that pitch of extravagance, 
as nut to converſe with ſuch as viſited 


| the ſick, It happened, luckily for the 


marquis, that my godmother was not of 
this laſt number. The moment he heard 
how ill I was, he flew to my chamber; 
ſtruck with the utmoſt conſternation to 
ſee me in ſo much danger, he could not 
avoid diſcovering his paſſion, Happily 
nobody was preſent but my goverue!s 
and her niece, They ſoon perceived the 
occaſion of his grief ; his paſſionate ex. 
clamations convinced them that love waz 


the fource from whence they took thei; 


nie. He won their hearts by his gene- 
roſity, not to ſay prodigality, It is 
in vain,” ſaid he, for me to hide ary 
longer from you the cauſe of my griet; 
* my life depends vpon this child's re- 
© covery.” Saying this, he drew ont 
his purſe, and gave it to Mademoiſci!s 
De Parc, * There are, continued he, 


* altered!—What can be the meaning 
* of this, my dear? Whathas befallenyou 
ſimce I was here?” In ſaying this, he 
took hold of my hand; but I ſnatched 
it away again with indignation. © She is 
« very feveriih !' continued he, with an 
air of ſurprize at what I had done, 
though he ſeemed to ſtifle it. Ma- 


dam, ſaid he, turning to the counteſs, 
+ depend upon it the child is ill; ſhe 
« muſt be taken care of. It will go 


a hundred louis-d'ors, I beg your ac- 
« ceptance of them; not that I thereby 
* limit my acknowledgments, if you can 


© ſave her life. And as for you,* ſays 
he, turning to Catharine, accept of this 
diamond as a reward for your con- 
cern: I am convinced you love my 
Jenny, and that is enough to make 
you dear to me. I have a particular 
view in regard to this lovely young 
creature, whom I adore, from whoſe 
life my own is inſeparable. Ye Hea- 


* off,” replied her ladyſhip, it is only a 
« little melancholy; I have ſent for her 
mother to divert it.—-Come hither, * 
jenny, let me feel your pulſe. —You 
* are in the right; ſhe is in a fever. — 
s Send far the doctor,* continued the 
countels, ſpeaking to my governeſs, and 
put her to bed, and let ſomebody watch 
« with her.“ The marquis's eyes were 
never off me, endeavouring to diſcover vens, who know the purity of my in- 
the cauſe of my vexation, which I had * tentions, reſtore her to me!—Ah ! 
much ado to keep to myſelf; but I Jenny, Jenny!” continued he, burſt- 
prevented him, by making a curtſey and ing into tears, * you hear me not; alas! 
xetiring. I was no ſooner in my cham- could I but fave your life, though at 
ber, than I went to bed with many a me- the expence of my own! Look vp, 
lanchply reflection, the eonſequence of “ my angel, ſee the deplorable condi- 
which was ſo violent a revolution, that tion your poor lover is reduced to !— 
in two hours the fever was avgmented; Good God! whence comes this ill- 
and increaſed ſo faſt afterwards, that by * neſs? I left her in perfect health. 
8 | | | Heavens! 
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e Heben how ſhe burns! Her eyes 


open, and yet ſhe does not 

\ A. torrent of tears, which 
follC J, ſcarce ſuffered him to ſpeak 
to his valet de chambre, who came to 
receive his orders. Take poſt,” ſaid he; 


* 5 


fetch hither immediately Monſieur 


N. Lord, what an unfortunate 


© wretch am I'*' His exclamations were 


ſo moving, that my governeſs and her 
niece could not refrain mingling their 


tears with his. In the interim, the 


counteſs ſent to deſire his company be- 
low ſtairs. Mademoiſelle De Parc pre- 
vailed upon him to diſguiſe his grief, 
and adviſed him to leave the caſtle next 
day, to prevent any diſcovery. * If you 
© ſtay, ſays ſhe, you will not be able 
to contain yourſelf. The countets is 
quick of apprehenſion, and will pre- 
ſently unravel the whole affair; eſpe- 
cially as you cannot refrain coming 
continually to this room, though to 
no manner of purpoſe. I would have 
you go and make yourſelf ealy ; ſhe 
has youth and a good conſtitution on 
her fide; ſhe will work through it: 
every day you may depend upon hear- 
ing from me.—Believe me, continued 
ſhe, ſeeing him irreſolute what to do; 
follow my advice, you will not repent 
it, When ſhe begins to recover, you 
may return; whereas, ſhould your pal- 
fon be diſcovered, the counteſs will 
ſend Jenny home, and give the world 
an opportunity to ruin her reputation.“ 
This laſt argument prevailed with the 
marquis: he retired, after he had kiſſed 
my hand, and the next day invented an 
excuſe for leaving the caſtle. It is true 


the countels endeavoured with great ear- 
- neſineſs to detain him; but the reaſons 


he alledged, prevailed upon her to con- 
ſent to his departure. At tome diſtance 
he met Monſieur de N—— and his 


valet de chambre; he recommended his 
patient to him, and beſought him not to 


leave her till perfectly recovered, Du- 
bois was charged not to ſtir till I was 
entirely out of danger, | | 
The great care that was taken, join- 
ed to the ſkill of the phyſician, wrought 
a perfect cure in a fortnight's time. The 
account Catharine gave me of what had 


paſſed, forwarded my recovery very 
much. The grief of which the mar- 


quis had given ſuch evident proofs made 
a great impreſſion on me. I found no 
diſficulty in owning to them the occa- 
lion of this dangerous illneſs. They 


both condemned my jealouſy; and con- 
vinced me how unjuſt it was, by letting 
me ſee, that his ſuppoſed pailion for 
the counteſs was no more than a well» 
contrived expedient to be oftener near 
me. I likewiſe gave them to underſtand, 
that as much in love as I was, I would 
never fall into the ſnare, whereby poor 
Charlotte, whoſe adventure they had 
heard from me, threw herſelf away. 
Mademoiſelle De Parc was ſo well 
plealed to hear my good reſolutions, 
that ſhe took me in her arms, promiſing 
never to abandon me, but to ſecure me 
from the attempts love might make 
upon my virtue. The preſents ſhe and 
her niece had received, influenced them 
to draw very advantageous conſequen- 
ces both for themſelves and me. Every 
thing conſpired to flatter my inclina— 
tions: my lever was the ordinary ſub- 
ject of our converſation, and every day 
J heard from him. Such an agreeable 
ſituation could not fail by degrees to 
diſpel my apprehenſions. | 
There was nothing now to moleſt me 


but the Chevalier D'Elbieux, who gave 


us trouble enough, coming ten times a 
day into my room, for which there was 
no remedy ; it not being proper to at- 
front him, as I was in his mother's 
houſe, however vexatious his importu= 
nity might be, Mademoiſelle De Parc 
afforded me ſome comtort by promiling 
ſhe would prevent his having recourſe 
to any violence: however I dreaded the 
very fight of him, as if my mind fote- 
boded what was to happen. | 

In the mean time the marquis, whom 
my governeſs, without letting me into 
the ſecret, had acquainted with the oc- 
caſion of my illneſs, wrote a long letter, 
which ſhe read to me, He there aſked 
my pardon for having been the innocent. 
occation of it. He folemnly pro- 
teſted againſt the leaſt affection for the 
countels; that his only dehgn, in pre- 
tending love to her, was to gain oppor- 


tunities of being near me. The letter 


contained vows of fidelity, with an al- 
ſurance that he only waited a proper 
occaſion to give undęniable proots there 
of. I learned, beſides, that J ſhould ſee 


him the next day, which he acquainted - 


me with, to prevent the effects of a too 
ſudden ſurprize. I felt an infinite plea- 
{ure in hearing the contents of the letter; 
and though I could not 1ead, I laid it 
up very carefully, as a convincing proof 
of the affection it ſo naturally deſcribed, 

| Mademoiſelle 
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24 
_ Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux ſent but 
once in my illneſs to enquire how I did, 
I was at a loſs how to account for her 
averſion to me; but one would have 
xnagined ſhe was diſpleaſed with my re- 
covery; and when every one elſe con- 
gratulated me on that occaſion, ſhe a- 
lone was hlent. The counteſs, her mo- 
ther, was overjoyed : the chevalier, of 
hate, kept hiimſelf within bounds ; his be- 
haviovr went no farther than what po- 
Jireneſs requires in behalf of the fair- 
fex. I was much delighted, imagining 
his paſſion for me was at an end. And 
now I fancied myſelf compleatly happy, 
this change in him being what I had 


moft earneſtly deſtred. But, alas! he 


Pon undeceived me: I found, by woe- 
ful experience, that one cannot be too 
much upon one's guard againft a man, 
who on a ſudden appears to have laid 
aſide a violent paſſion ; there is always 
a ſnake in the graſs, which will certain- 
ly fting when leaſt expected. 

The following day, when the mar- 
quis was to come, my governeſs propo- 
Fed a walk, ſaying the air would be cf 
| ſervice, She ſpoke of it at the coun- 
teſs's table, where I ſat ever ſiuce my ill- 
nets, though no very acceptable com- 
pinion to Mademoiſelle D'Elhieux, 
ler brother behaved with excceding 
complaiſance; and as I imagined he 
had got the better of his folly, I paid 


him the deference due to the fon of my 


denefactreſs. The phylcian, who ſtill 
attended me, approved of my taking 
the air, alluring me that I ſhould find 
a benefit by it. 


After dinner Catharine whiſpered me, 


that our walk was a contrivance of her 
aunt's, in order to meet the.marquis, I 
was pleaſed with the thought; I was 
under no apprehenſion of ſeeing him, as 
I had in my company a confidante of 
the age of Mademoiteile De Parc. 
Though J was very ſenſible ſhe acted 
upon a principle of intereſt, 1 had fo 
good an opinion of her as to believe ſhe 
would not carry her complaiſance too 
far. Her niece, who was ſincerity it- 
ie:f, in reckoning up. to me her aunt's 
imperfections, had not forgot the good 
qualities of which ſhe was miſtrels. 

The heat of the day being over, we 
went out, direfting our walk the way 
the marquis was to paſs. The walk 
was very pleaſant : after half an hour 
ſent in it, we ſtopped in the wood; 
from thence we went to reſt ourſtlves 


me, I ſtruggled very 


5 


THE FORTUNATE, COUNTRY MAID, 


evo 


in a little meadow hard by. 
not been there a quarter of an he . 
fore we heard a whiſtle. I was ſt. ed, 
but my governor and her ni-ce made 
ſlight of it, telling me I need rot be 
under any apprehenſion in the foreſt : but 
in a little time a ſecond fignal ſeemed to 
anſwer the firſt; immediately we heard 
a noiſe juſt by, and turning my head 
ſuddenly, I ſet up a great cry. Four 
men diſguiſed with maſks ruſhed upon 
us; and in an inſtant ſtopped handker- 
chiefs into our mouths. After this they 
bound Mademoiſelle De Parc and her 
niece, then led us about fifty yards from 
thence, to a bye-piace ſurrounded with 
a thick coppice, where they left the 
poor creatures tied to two trees. As 
tor me, I was carried farther off, where 
three of the men retired, Jeaving me 


ad 


alone with the fourth; who, throwing 


off his maſk, diſcovered himlelt to be 
the Chevalier D'Elbieux. Imagine my 


ſorprize. © Since nothing but force," 


ſays he, will prevail with you, it is 
„fitting you ſhould be treated accord- 
ing to your taſte.” He had no ſooner 
done ſpeaking, but he began to offer 
violence. As they hail negleGed to tie 
hard; and the 
handkerchiet falling off my face, I took 
that opportunity to cry out as loud as 
poſſible, ſo that the foreſt rung again. 
Notwithſtanding my refiftance, I was 
upon the point of falling a victim to the 
wretch's brutality; but Heaven had 
compaſſion on my innocence. I heard 
the noiſe of a horſe's feet galloping up 
towards us. The villain ſtarted at it, 
and immediately deſiſted. When he 
looked behind him, and ſaw a perſon 
coming to my reſcue, he poured out a 
volley of bitter imprecations, running 
to his piſtols that were in the holfters. 
of his Edle. This was too favour- 
able an opportunity to be neglected; ac- 
cordingly I ran away as faft as I was 
able. In a moment the noiſe of their 
fighting reached me; the report of their 
pittols echoing back from all parts of 
the wood, was very terrible. The con- 
ſternation I was in ſtopped me from go- 
ing any farther; and, overcome as I 
was with fear, and quite ſpent with 
fatigue, I ſwooned away at the foot of 
a tree, 


The night was far advanced when 1 
came to myſelf: a cold ſweat hung up- 
on my face, and it was with ſome dif- 

The 
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feculty I roſe from the ground. 
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fti\lnef* 2-4 darkneſs of the night truck 
a terr© nto me: the ominous ſcream- 
ing of ls, the howling of wild beaſts, 
and the uncertain glimmering of the 
ſtars, ali together, had a terrifying 
effe& on my difordered imagination. 
What will become of me?” ſaid I to 
myſelf: Where am I? Whither ſhall I 
go? How ſhall I eſcape the fate that 
© purſues me? Trembling, and doubt- 
ing of the road, I wandered I knew not 
where, Every breath of air ruſtling in 
the leaves ſtopped me, and made me 
ſtart for fear. 
der a conſternation, they ſeem to con- 
ſpire againſt themſelves, by augment- 
ing their fears: for my part, the leaſt 
object I could diſcern, preſently became 
an apparition. Sometimes I ran; then 
again ſtood till, and at the leaſt noiſe 
hid my face, as if that would diminiſh 
my fright. In going along, an owl 
_ bruſhed me with his wings; I gave my- 
ſelf over for loſt, and doubled my ſpeed. 


A ſtump of a tree catched my gown ; 


1 cried out, thinking ſomebody had 
ſeized me, and accordingly went back; 
but diſcovering my miſtake, as J ſtooped 
to diſengage myſelf, the ground gave 
way under me, and I fell into a pit. 


Either it was not very deep, or I was ex- 
ceedingly fortunate in my fall, for 1 


found myſelf in a ſitting poſture at the 
bottom, without any hurt. | 
What new fears ſeized me in this un- 
expected ſituation, may be eaſily ima- 
gined. I gathered myſelf all in a heap ; 
and, covered with my gown, I poured 
out a torrent of tears. Soft ſleep at laſt 
relieved my cares, weighing down my 
watery eye-lids, and wrapt me in it's bal- 
my ſweets for the remaining part of the 
night. | 

The dawn of day began to pierce the 
thickets, the warbling notes welcomed 
the returning light; when, on a ſudden, 
I ſtarted out of my fleep in a fright, 
much better founded than any of my 
preceding ones. A wolf, which fear 
magnified. very conſiderably, was cloſe 
by me. Our fortunes were much the 
ſame; he could not eſcape the ſnare 
which had been laid for him. This 
terrible fight made me conclude my laſt 
hour was come, andaccordingly I pray- 
ed to God with the greateſt fervency: I 
booked upon this train of misfortunes 
as a juſt puniſhment, by Him inflicted 


upon me, for having too far in ulged 


my inclinations in fayour of the mar- 
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Where perſons are un- 


my eyes toward Heaven, 
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quis. I called upon Heaven with a ſo- 
lemn promiſe to avoid all occaſions of 
ſeting him for the future; and only to 
liſten to it's divine inſpirations, if 1 
ſhould eſcape the dreadful jaws of fo 
fierce an animal. | | 

anger 1s certainly a great help to 
fervent prayer : mine was accompanied 
with ſuch an ardent affection, and fo 
great a compofure of mind, that my 
circumſtances began to be Jets terrify- 
ing. At firlt I ſcarce had courage to 


look at my formidable neighbour ; but 


by degrees I ventured to conſider him 
face to face: his countenance had a 
cowed, dejeQed air; he ſeemed, in a 
penſive mood, to ſurvey his priſon, 
often out of uneaſineſs looking towards 
the top; inſtinct directing him to ſeek 
the means of making his eſcape, As 
he walked backwards and forwards, at 
every turn I imagined he was going to 
devour me; ſometimes he ſcratched u 

the earth, and then on a ſudden flood 
without motion: he ſeemed to liſten to 
ſome noiſe; when, changing his place, 
he crept haſtily under my gown. I was 
ſo terrified, that I was only able to lift 
and what 
ſhould I fee, but a man juſt going to 
fire a gun into the pit. 'This new appa- 
rition made me find my tongue again; 


© For God's ſake, I cried out, * ſpare 


«© me, ſpare me!'— What have we 
© here?” ſaid the perſon, looking into 
the pit: Waunds! I had like to have 
made a fine kettle of fiſh on it, truly. 
What do you there, my Jaſs? how 
came the wolf and you to be trapped 
together ?'—* In the name of good- 
neſs," replied I, taking heart at what 
I heard, * fave me, and I will give you 
© a full account!— With all my 
8 heart, anſwered he; have but a mi- 
© nute's patience till I get help; I'll go 
«© fetch one of my companions, who is 
£ juſt at hand: in the mean while, you 
© have nothing to fear from the beaſt, 
© hell do you no harm; when once a 
© wolf is taken, he is as quiet as a 
© lamb,” Saying this he went off, but 
preſently returned again with the perſon 
he mentioned. One of them jumped 
into the pit and lifted me up; the other, 
taking me by the hands, drew me out. 
The firit thing I did, was to kiſs the 
ground, and return God thanks far ſo 
great an eſcape. —— —— 
Whilſt I was diſcharging this duty, 
my deliverers diſpatched my unfortunate 
D tellowe 
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fellow-priſoner. When they came up 
1 


to me, one of them looking at me wit 
great ſurprize, cried out, Good God! 


© what do I ſee? what a happineſs ! 


© what a pleaſure is this! it is Jenny 
This drew my eyes u 


my great amazement, I found him to be 


Colin the woedmonger's fon, my firſt 


lover, mentioned in the beginning of 
theſe Memoirs. « 

J was ſo tranſported as to ſcream. 
© What! is that you, Colin?” ſaid I to 
him. What! is that you, Jenny ?' 
replied he. Yes, Colin !'—“ Yes, 
6 jenny!“ My firſt emotion was the ef- 
fect of joy; it is the natural conſequence 
of being ſurprized with a fight of thoſe 
who have been the companions of our 
childhood: but, upon ſecond thoughts, 
an averſion ſucceeded, the reaſon of 


which may be eaſily gueſſed. 


I had promiſed to inform them how I 
fell into thoſe dangerous circumſtances I 
had juſt now eſcaped ; but the ſight of 
Colin made me not over-forward to fa- 


tisfy their curioſity. I contented my- 


ſelf with barely ſaying, that in flying 
from ſome ruffians, I had loſt myſelf in 


the wood; andendeavouring to find my 

way back to the caſtle, I had unfortu- 

nately fallen into the pit, by the trap's 
giving way under me. | 


* 1 am very glad,“ rephied Colin, 
© that you have eſcaped fo well; and 
« particularly as I am ſo happy as to 


© have contributed towards it: but, 


© plague on't, Jenny! I am not very 


© well pleas'd with what went before: 


© your living at the caſtle ſticks in my 


„ gizerd; for they ſay that ſame pal- 


© try marquis, who brought you the 


© money from the king, is in love with 
© you; this does not anſwer my pur- 


© pole; you cannot have forgot what 
© paſſed between us that day you made 
me write the love-letter; I ſpoke to 
* my father, and obtained his conlent 
« for marrying you. My friend Chriſ- 
© topher here, and I, laid our heads to- 


© gether, and made him believe, in or- 
deer to gain his conſent, that you were 


to receive every year the ſame gratuity 
© as that winch was ſo much talked of 
© in our village. This fixed him at 
* laſt, no longer ago than yeſterday ; 
and this morning Iran to the caſtle to 
« acquaint you with it: but, now I 
© think on it, I heard range news!” 
What did you hear, Colin?“ re- 


plied I very earneſtly, For I had no 
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ſooner recovered myſelf fro wy 12 


fright, but the preceding nig en- 
ture came freſh into my m. ad a- 
larmed me eruelly on the marquis's ac- 
count. Terrified with this apprehen- 
ſion, What do they ſay?” cried I. 
People are in ſearch of you," replied 
he, on all ſides; it is ſaid the chevalier 
© has carried you off, which is thought 
© the more likely, as he has not been 

© ſeen ſince he engaged that cur of a 
marquis: but I am not a little pleaſ- 
© ed to think the latter is rightly ſerv- 
© ed for coming between me and 
home. How ſerved?* cried I, very 


earneſtly. * Humh, humhl' continued 


he, © you are mightily uneaſy, me- 
thinks; are you in pam about that? 
© Since it is ſo, to be even with you for 
your ill conditions, I' tell you no 
© more,” | g 

KEeep your feerets then to yourſelf, 
I replied, nettled at what he had ſaid: 
© Chriſtopher will be more complaiſant.” 
—* No, I thank you for that, anſwer- 
ed the clown; I] am on Colin's fide : 
© and more than that, you are right e- 
-nough ſerved, if we pay you in your 
own coin, Ever ſince you have been 
at that ſame caſtle, you are grown to 
proud, you won't ſo much as look at 
us poor folk; and if you abate a little 
of your haughktineſs at preſent, it is 
only becauſe you can't ſhift without us. 
Udſbuddikms! were I in Colin's place, 
I know what I would do. I would 
not have you now you are blown up- 
on.“ 
© So much the better,” replied I very 
fiercely, overjoyed at having a handle 
for quarrelling with Colin: I am not 
« fo mightily taken with his perſon as 
© you imagine, but that 1 can eaſily 
give up my pretenſons; now I have 
* day-light, I can find my way to the 
© caltke without your help.” 

Colin was ſurprized at the ſharpneſs 
of my reply; he was ſtill fond of me. 
© Stay, Jenny,” ſays he, I'll ſhew 
© you the way thither myſelf. Good 
© God! why ſhould you take thus upon 
6 you ??-* No, no, continued I, 
© you ſhall not be at the trouble of de- 
© nying any more requeſts of mine; I 
© ſhajl learn what has paſſed without 
© being beholden to you. Saying this, 
I offered to go, but was prevented by 
their laying hold of me. © Ah, naughty 
© one!” cried Colin, © you ſhall not get 
off lo eaſily: I ſhould not appear ſo 
| © contemptibls 


along. 
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© $a; :mptible in your eye, if you did 
not et with encouragement elſe- 


hee; but you would do well to re- 


* member Charlotte.“ 

The iting of this repreach loſt nothin 
of it's virulence, and put the laſt band 
to the baniſhing of all regard for Colin, 


wha till now had ſome ſmall ſhare in my 
affections, and that too increaſed by the 


aſſiſtance I had juſt received from him. 


© I ſhould be very ſorry, ſays I, *tofallin- 


© to the circumſtances you ſeem to hint at, 


4 and much more to be any ways at your 
4 diſpoſal. Let me hear no more of ſuch 
© diſcourſe,” continued I very ſharply ; 
and don't pretend to ſtop me, whom 
you have no right to detain.—“ O, 
but I have, cried Colin: why I have 
© your father and mother's promiſe, and 


s that is ſufficient; and, Miſs, fince 


that is your name, you ſhall go home 


© to your parents. You are very much 
altered by your quality-converſation 
£ but a little of our village air will take 
« down your pride.“ Upon this, mak- 


ing a fign to Chriſtopher, they ſeized 


each of them an arm, and dragged me 


I was forced to follow, though with 


tears in my eyes. Look, Chriſtopher,” 
cries Colin, * how ſhe takes on! I could 


c pity her, but that I know the occa- 


_ * ſion of her ſorrow); it is only becauſe. 
© ſhe is like to loſe her dear marquis. 
© Were they miltaken who ſaid there 


bo 
© was a good underſtanding between 
them? Her behaviour makes it as 
* plain as a noſe on a man's face. One 
would think ſhe might be overjoyed 
© at the thoughts of ſeeing her father 
and mother and neighbours again: 
6 but ſhe, forſooth, can't ſo much as 
© hear to hear them named. — Well, 
© well, Jenny, you have no bad luck 
* to come among us again: we have 
no laced coats, it is true, but we may 
be every jot as good as the fine ſparks 
* you admire ſo much; and, beſides, 
let me tell ye, your godmother has 
* ſpoke her mind; ſhe ſays ſhe will 


have no more to do with you, after 


* what has happened; this makes a 
great deal of noiſe in the neighbour- 
+ hood, and every one lays the blame 
© upon you. 

This piece of news, which he unde - 
Ggnedly acquainted me withal, went to 


my heart, and brought athouſand things 


at once to my imagination, I valued 


my reputation; and the thoughts of re- 
turning to our village under an infa- 
mous character, put me upon the rack. 


The tenderneſs with which I loved my 


mother, ſtaggered my reſolution : me- 


thought I ſaw her bewailing my ab- 


fence and uncertain condition ; the next 
moment I fancied her, with a ſevere 
countenance, reproaching me, as guilty 
of what had happened. I ſhall be 
© uſed ill at home, ſaid I to myſelf, 
© and ſhall not dare to go abroad to be 
© the mark of every pointing finger: 
© who knows but that miſcreant, the 
Chevalier D'Elbieux, will lay wait 
« for me, and take an opportunity of 
© effefting his helliſh deſigus! What re- 
* hiſtance can we make? Heavens, to 
© what am I expoſed!' Theſe reflec- 
tions determined me to make my eſcape 
as ſoon as poſſible, and ſhelter myſelf 
in Paris, where a ſervice would be infi- 
nitely preferable to the having of Colin 
for a huſband, who had treated me with 
ſo much harſhneſs. I intended, when 


ſettled, to give my mother the reaſons of 


my not returning home. 
I was employed in theſe thoughts, 


when there appeared in the road a man 


on horſeback; as he rode at a great pace, 
he ſoon came up with us. Did you ſee, 


ſays he as he drew near, a young 


© Ah! what do I ſee?' cried he, in diſ- 
covering me: it is her. Is that you, 
« Miſs Jenny? What a happinels to find 
you again! what a ſatisfaction will this 
be to my maſter!' As he ſaid this, he 
alighted, and came to me prefenting his 
hand. How great was my joy to find it 
was the marquis's valet de chambre! 
The preſence of my vigilant conductors 
could not prevent my giving him evident 
proofs of my ſatis faction. Dubois, in his 
tran{ports, had taken my hand in order 
to kils itʒ but Colin interpoſed, and thruſt 
him aſide, crying out, Not ſo fait, 
friend; i fyou are for kiſſing, you had bet 


go to the perſon you wrote the letter 


© to, I know you well enough, for all 


© you pretend to be furprized,'—* Is this 


any of your relations ?* ſaid the valet 
de chambre to me. No, indeed,” an- 
{wered I very quick. * Why what would 
the fool be at? continued Dubois, ſtili 
holding my hand. Not lo faſt, I tell 


vou, friend, added Colin; “ we arg 
© not afraid of your laced hat; and, as 


much countrymen as we are, we bid 
vou defiance.— Oh, hol' cx: Zu- 
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28 THE FORTUNATE 
bois, © what, are you for being ebſtre- 
© perous, my puts ?'——-* Waunds ! Put 


£ yourſelf,” replied Colin in a paſſion; 


as if we did not know who you are.“ 
In ſaying this, he ſeized Chriſtopher's 


gun; and ſtepping back, Udſbuddi- 
“ kins,” ſays he, go your ways, or 
£ I'll turn you up as I would a hare,” 
Dubois was a man of courage, and had 


ſen a battle, fo this threat did not daunt 
him in the leaſt; but putting the muzzle 


of the gun aſide, he laid hold of Colin, 


Chriſtopher ſeeing his companion over- 
Powered, let go his hold of me in order 
to aſſiſt him: finding myſelf at liberty, I 


fled from them as faſt as my ſtrength 
could carry me. „ 

After having paſted through a conſi - 
derable part of the wood without finding 
any path or road, at laſt I came to one, 
where meeting a woman driving two 
aſſes before her, I ran up very haſtily to 
her. She immediately alked me what 
was the matter, and the reaſon of my 


precipitate flight. I made a ſtory; and 


told her I ran from my maſter, who 


would have had, me complied with what 
was not proper. I approve of your 


© difcretion,” ſaid the good woman to 


me, * and for it's ſake will beſtir mylelf 


© in your behalf: if you want a place, 
my dear, fellow me; I have a daugh- 
ter at Paris, to whom I'll recommend 
vou; as ſhe is in a good place, ſhe 
may be ſerviceable to you. She has 
not been long there; theſe are her 
cloaths I am carrying to Valvins, 
where 1 am toid I ſhall meet with an 
opportunity of ſending them to her, 
You may, if you will, take the ſame 
conyenigncez conider what you had 
belt to do.“ | 

The notion I immediately conceived 
of eſcaping the purſuit which would in- 
fallibly be made after me, the avoiding 
{uch diſcourſe as 1 had juſt heard, and 
fill rung in my ears, with the pleaſing 
thoughts of living near the marquis, 
ſoon determined me. + I am much be- 
£ holden to you, faid I to her, for your 
kind proffer, and accept of it very 


_ © willingly. '—* Well,” ſays ſhe, I'll 
_ * ſpeak to the carrier; and if you can't 


© pay thefare, I'll lay down the money, 
and you may repay it to my daughter 
wen youare able.“ 

When my mother came to the caſtle, 
ſhe had given me about twelve livres to 
buy ſome little things which girls have 
occakion for: I had the money abqut 


withal to bear my charges, 
4 he; 
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me, and told the woman I had we. 
8 INV 
the better,” replied ſhe; ©. mouey 19 
© no burden; and it were to be wiſh:'d 
© always to have a little at hand this 
© might often preven t miſchief, where 
© young creatures like you, to extricate 
© themſelves from difficulties, fall into 
© the ſnares laid for the ruin of their 
6 honour,” Fe | 

We had walked about two miles, 


talking in this manner, when my guide 


propoſed taking a breakfaſt, I was 
overjoyed to hear of eating, being al- 
moſt famiſhed. Qut of a little wallet 
ſhe pulled ſome bacon and bread; we 
ſeated ourſelves in the ſhade of ſome 
willows on the bank of a clear rivulet. 
The aſſes, according to their nature, ſtop- 
ped very willingly to graze, I thought 
the bacon very delicious; and even to 
this day, whenever I loſe my ſtomach, 
the very remembrance of that ruſtick 
meal never fails to give me an appetite 
and a reliſh to my victuals. EE 
Whilſt we thus refreſhed ourſelves, 
the good woman looked at me very ear- 
neſtly: the tears began to trickle down 
apace, whilſt the victuals remained in 
her mouth. Alas, Goody!“ I cried, 
© whatis the matter? yau ſeem troubled," 
— Ah!” ſays ſhe, wiping her eyes, 
you put me ſo much in mind of my 
„daughter Mariana that is dead and 
gone! She was about your age, and 


very like you. Would to (God ſhe 


had been leſs handſome; for it was 
her beauty that brought her to the 
grave: poor girl, ſhe was no leſs 
amiable for her virtue! I'l] tell you 
her whole hiſtory as we go along, and 
then judge whether I have not juſt 
reaſon to grieve as often as ſhe comes 
into my mind,” 3 58 | 
Breaktait being over, we went for- 
wards, The good woman, remember“ 


A Wa K ae a 2a 


ing her promiſe, Be attentive,” ſays 


ſhe, Silviana,“ for I took that name 
when I firſt joined her, to what I am 
going to ſay; it may be of ſome ad- 
vantage to you, Young women are 
often courted; and yet how few do 
we ſce poſſeſſed of that diſcretion they 
ought to have, ſince nothing can be 
an equivalent for their virtue! It is 
true, 1 bemoan myſelf every day for 
the loſs of Mariana, but I bad much 
rather think her happy in Heaven, 
than ſee her covered with infamy on 
earth. Where honour is the only 
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gave me great content. 
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* thizg a perſon can value herſelf up- 


on, ui never can do too much to 
fecure it, For example, if any one 
ſhould rob you of the little money that 
is in your pocket, you would lole all 


you have, and would certainly think 


yourſelf undone; it is the ſame with 
regard to honour. 

6 Theſe were the ſentiments in which 
I trained my daughter: and the good 
effect they produced as ſhe grew up 
By the time 
ſhe was iwelve years of age, the whole 


neighbournood admired her. Though 


Fontainebleau is not very large, yet 
the king's coming thither every year, 
draws a great concourle of people, In 
that ſeaſon I deal in lemonades; and, 
as I am very choice in what I ſell, my 
hoylſe is generally full of very good 
company. 

© I was cruelly perplexed in ſeeing my 
daughter viſibly waſte away through 
ſome hidden grief, the cauſe of which 
I could not poſſibly divine. 
now eighteen, and every day dearer 
than other; ſo that her pining in this 


manner overwhelmed me with trou- 


ble. As for myſelf, I thought I had 


no ways contributed towards it, being 
ready even to prevent her wiſhes in 
every thing I knew was agreeable to 


her ; and as her paſſion for dreſs was 
no ſecret to me, I ſupplied her very 
plentifully with means to indulge her- 


ſelf in it: fo that few young women 


of her condition made a better appear- 


ance. All this ſignified nothing. Me- 


lancholy ſtill prevailed. Joften prefled 
her to acquaint me with the cauſe, but 
ſhe pretended to be ignorant of it her- 
ſelf; till at laſt ſhe was ſo ill as to take 
to her bed. I ſhut up ſhop immedi- 
ately, thit I might not be 1nterrupted 


in tending upon her. Nothing was 


wanting that could any way help her 
recovery; phyficians were ſent for, but 
they could not find out her diſtemper: 
in a word, my heart was ready to break 
when I ſaw her thus reduced, 


One day finding herſelf ſomething 


better than uſual, I preſſed her ſo ear- 
neſtly to acquaint me with the occaſion 
of her illneſs, that fetching a deep ſigh, 
ſhe ſpoke to mein the following man- 
ner. © Your tenderneſs, dear mo- 


4e ther, lays me under an indiſpenſible 
„obligation of ſatisfying you on this 
$ ſubject ; beſides, it cannot be de- 
5e ferred any longer: I find I mult 


She was 
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ſhortly give an account of my whole 
life to the Almighty, and I ſhould 
think it an addition to my guilt not 
to acknowledge to you my weakneſs, 
Can there be a greater than to fall in 
love with a mas, and then inform 
him of it? The violence of my paſ- 
ſion has brought me to this condition. 
Oh, mother! do not bluſh for me: 


the grave will expiate this involun- 


tary offence.” | 


No, my dear child, no,” ſaid I a 
her, moved with compaſſion at the fear 


of loſing her;“ God will preſerve 


* 
* 


you, and pardon your weakneſs; he 
will ſecond your virtuous education; 
I will prevail upon Heaven by my 
earneſt prayers to reſtore you to me. 
Dear child! I can neyer outlive thee.” 


—“ Your ſincere piety,” replied ſhe, 
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will enable you to bear our ſepara- 
tion: for my ſake, dear mother, dry 
up your tears; they pierce me to the 
very heart.“ | 

* She cried, too, dear girl!—Ah, $i] - 
viana,“ continued the good woman, 
how I was moved! 


We continued ſome 
time in this melancholy ſituation, till 
at laſt my daughter, with a preſence 
of mind ſurpaſſing her tender age, 
and edifying me by her reſignation and 


pious expreſſions, thus addreſſed her- 


ſelf to me. 8 

„ You may remember, dear mother, 
that being out of order one evening, 
you was obliged to go to bed earlier 
than uſual. As I was alone, I took 
up a book to amuſe myſelf till the 
time of ſhutting ſhop: the paſlage I 


chanced to dip into affected me ſo 


much as to draw tears from my eyes; 
it was the hiſtory of Hypolite. Fa- 
tal day! dangerous book tur voung 
perſons, leaving the mind tutceptibie 
of the ſofteſt impreſſions! Juſt at that 
moment came into the ſhop two young 
gentlemen, one of whom was beauty 
itſelf ; they called for ſome liquor 
cooled with ice; and the perſon | {uit 


now deſcribed behaved and ſpoke * 


with ſuch inimitable grace as chanu- 
ed and troubled me both at once. 
He perceived I had been crying, and 
having informed himlelf of the oc- 
caſion, “ How amiable you appear, 
ſaid he to me, „ohen to ſuch en- 
chanting beauty is joined a tender- 


Methought the 
tears I ſhed on that occaſion were the 
forerunners of thoſe that would be- 
wall her death. 
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neſs capable of moving you thus at 
the misfortunes of others! You weep, 
then, for the Count De Duglas! Hap- 
py man ! 
on this occaſion ? Learn from hence, 
if any one ſhould be ſo much ena- 
moured with you, as that count was 
with Julia, not to make him wretch- 
ed. For if the caſual reading of ſuch 
a paſſage could thus affed you, judge 
from thence what a lover muſt endure 
overwhelmed with your ſeverities.“ 


6 The young gentleman's friend, 
ſuch he appeared to be, interrupted 


him in his diſcourſe; whether by de- 
ſign, or that he had really buſineſs, 
I cannot ſay: but he made an excuſe 
for going elſewhere, promiling to call 
upon him as ſoon as the affair was 
diſpatched. | | 

« Thus was I left alone with the 
gentleman. I know not whether he 
expreſſed himſelf in a better manner 
than thoſe who have hitherto made 
their addreſſes, or that my heart, 
ſoftened by the fatal paſſage I had 
juſt been reading, was in that ſitua- 


tion in which the aſſaults of love 


find the leaſt reſiſtance; whatever 


was the cavſe, it received the impreſ- 


ſon, even before he declared his paſ- 


fon; nay, that nothing might be 
wanting to compleat my ſhame, I 
657 


did not conceal my overthrow. His 
tranſport was fo great, that he threw 
himſelf at my feet, kiſſed my hand, 
and gave a thouſand other reſpectful 
marks of his love. I bluſh to think 


I could be fo weak as to ſuffer it, 


and feel from thence an unworthy 
ſsotisfaction. Ah, mother! why did 


you leave me alone? Could you not 
foreſce that one ſingle moment is more 
than ſufficient for triumphing over 
the reaſon of a young creature! 

In the mean time it grew late; the 


| ſhop was ſtill open, I remember: I 


was for taking leave of the young 
gentleman, and obliging kim to re- 
tirez but the ingrate ſeemed to be fo 
much. troubled, and that with ſuch an 


air of ſincerity, that I was moved at it, 


One quarter of an hour I could not 
refuſe; his life, he ſaid, depended qn 
it. Unhappy complaiſance, which 
every young woman ought to baniſh! 
He improved it to his advantage, by 


giving freſh tokens of his love; his 


loft voice, his lively expreſſion, his 


languiſhing eyes, could not fail of in- 


— 


Who could not envy him 
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ce fecting my troubled mind. * Alas! 
& you love me, Sir!” ſaid I to nim; 
„ and I could not refrain from letting 
te you know, you are the firſt Lever ſuf- 
&« fered to entertain me with ſuch diſ- 
e courſe: ſhall I not repent hereafter 
ce the diſcloſing myſelf in this manner? 
© In all appearance your condition is 
© far ſuperior to mine; what effect, 
then, can be expected from our mu- 
5 tual affection, or to what purpoſe will 
you have conquered my inclinations ? 
„Ohl leave me: I blame myſelf al- 
6 ready for having liſtened to you fo. 
6“ long !''—& How!" replied he, with 
© an air of melancholy ; do you think 
© me capable of abuſing ſo much good 
« neſs? Wretch that I am, to be fo 
little known to you! No, my charm- 
& ing Mariana, could my breaſt har- 
& bour ſo vile a thought, this hand, at 


the expence of my life, ſhould avenge 


« your cauſe. Jo you I vow an eter- 
© nal conſtancy, preferable to whatever 
& the world can ſhew of ſtate and gran- 
e deur, Neither is my condition ſo 


© much above yours, as you ſeem to 


% 1magine: I belong to the Count of 


, and have a fair proſpect of mak - 
ing my fortune, perhaps very ſhortly; 


*© and, ſueh as it proves, I am ready to 
© ſhare it with you.“ Theſe ſenti- 
“ments gave me new courage; a young 
«* woman is never ftartled at love when 
6 founded on a principle of virtue and 
* elteem ; yet how nice a point is it at 
6e this day to liſten too much to it's 
“ fuggeſtions | How frequently do vil- 
* Jains abuſe this honourable pretext to 
e the ruin of young creatures! A rock 
% on which innocence is daily caft 
£5 away. 2 | | 

We parted with regret, and this 
56 firſt interview confirmed to him an 
6 eternal fidelity on my ſide: I went 
© to bed full of what had paſſed, and 
F© compoled myſelf to reſt with a ſatif- 
faction and ſerenity of mind I had 
never before experienced. 

«© Pardon me, dear mother,“ ſaid the 
good creature, for carrying on to 
very privately this intrigue, during the 
*© ſpace of fix months, My lover gave 
“ me to underſtand, that as yet it was 
«© not convenient to diſcloſe the ſecret 
„ to you; that his affairs were on the 
$* point of being concluded; and inſiſted 
on having the ſatisfaCtion of inform- 
ing you himſelf, The reaſons he gave 
* for his conduct were lg fatisfactory 
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. (at, leaſt they appeared ſuch to me) 
s 


that I even contrived opportunities for 


his ſeeing me, and keeping the affair 
front your knowledge. 

4 J waited with great tranquillity the 
happy moment, in which fo tender an 
amour was to be crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs ; I relied entirely on his honour, 
Vain confidence! as if men were ca- 
pable of any ſuch thing! eps 
ne night, about ten, my lover 
came to me. My lovely Mariana,“ 
lays he, I am obliged to leave you, 


and my mind miſgives me, that ab- 
r 


ſence from you will certainly bring 
me to the grave; reſtore my mind to 
it's uſual tranquillity, Ves, ſays he, 
throwing himlelf at my feet, and 
bathing my hand with his tears, I am 
the moſt forlorn of mankind, if you 


den me the favour Iam going to aſk. 


The reſtraint I had laid on myſelf, my 


reſpect for you, have made me under- 


go more than tongue can expreſs for 


theſe fix months paſt; and can you 


let me go without ſecuring to me my 


only happineſs? Either kill me at 
once, or promiſe to make me happy.“ 


— (© T need not inform you,“ replied 


cc 
ce 


«c 


I, moved at the condition I ſaw him 
in, “that I love you more than life; 
nevertheleſs, what ts it you dare to 
aſk? — ( Alas! Mariana,“ replied he 


wit!; warmth, “ my deſires know 0 


other meaſure that that of my love of 


you!” —“ Of yourſelt,”” replied 1, 


the indulging your own appetites z 
without reflecting, that it muſt be at 
the expence of all that is moſt dear to 


me in the world, my honour, my re- 


putation, my peace. —““ What is it 
you mean!“ cried he, lifting up his 
eyes towards Heaven; “to whom are 
all theſe dearer than tome? Do you 


know me, and yet uſe fuch expreſ- 


fions? No, Mariana, injure me not 
ſo cruelly, as to tink me capable of 


© ſo black a crime: your heart long 
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ſince has declared itſelf in my be- 
half, that is ſecurity enough for the 
uprightneſs of my intentions; it is 
your conſent to marry me, I aſk: to- 
morrow muſt make me yours; or, 
by all that is ſacred, I am gone for 
ever!“ 

« I trembled to hear ſo ſolemn a pro- 
teſtation; (how weak are we when 
entangled in love!) I ſighed, he urged 
his requeſt, and at laſt gained my con- 
ſent to marry him privately, The 


cc 
cc 
60 


— 
53 


: poſe he makes 


31 
reaſons he alledged were of great con- 
ſequence z his ruin was inevitable, 
he faid, ſhould his maſter diſcover 
that he deſigned to marry, and to ob- 


tain his conlent would take up too 


much time, © Let us firſt ſecure the 
main point,” ſays he,“ and I'l] work 
through the reſt: if he ſhould find 
out that we are married, at leaſt I 
ſhall be the better able to ſtand by 
you, and have a ſufficient excuſe for 
leaving his ſervice.” | 8 

« Don't you remember, dear mother, 
that I aſked your leave to viſit an aunt 
about ſix miles off? It was under that 
pretext that I was going to be mar- 
ried; every thing was prepared, 
and we parted in that expectation. I 
had never loved hun ſo much before, 
nor ever given him ſuch convincing 
proofs. Heavens! that in one mo- 
ment ſo fair a proſpe& ſhould vaniſh, 
and the blackeſt of treaſons come to 
light! | RE 

« As my lover went out of the ſhop, 
two young gentlemen, exceedingly 
well dreſſed, met him at the door. He 
was no ſooner gone, but one ſaid to 
the other, © Was not that the Mar- 
quis of —- who patſed us? - Ves,“ 
anſwered the other: © don't ſpeak to 


4oud, He ſqueezed me by the hand 


when I was going to falute him: there 
is ſome myltery carrying on; I ſup- 

* to Mariana.“ I 
no ſoonet heard this, but] ſtood cloſe 
to the partition between the ſhop and 
cloſet, the place we uted to meet in; 


I could hear all that paſſed, and or- 


dered the maid to ſerve them, bidding 
her ſay I was gone to bed, if any aſæ- 
ed for me. I placed mylelf ſo con- 
veniently, as not to loſe one word of 
their diſcourſe, | 


I ſhould eaſily believe it,“ ſaid one 


of the gentlemen, in anſwer to ſome- 
thing that had paſſed between them; 
but Mariana is ditcreet, and I can't 
think ſhe has granted him the laſt 
favour.” '—"* So!“ replied the other, 
are you weak enough to imagine Joan 
can ſay nay to a lord? Of twenty girls 
of her rank, are not nineteen catched 
in our nets? Your over favourable 
opinion impoſes upon you. I am 
ſurprized at it.“ You may banter 
as you pleale,” anſwered the firſt ; 


I' allo you to be right as to the 


generality of them, but as to her we 
arg [peaking of, I know to a demon- 
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Imagine, dear mother, my ſurprize 
« 


(4 


8 


ſtration ſhe is a modeſt girl. A per- 
ſon of figure offered her very conſi- 
derably, even propoſed to ſettle upon 
her, but to no purpoſe. It may 
be,“ replied he that knew ſo little of 
me; “ but can you imagine ſhe 
would refuſe a perſon of our rank, 
who ſhould propoſe marriage to her ? 
How can ſhe avoid that ſnare? You 


little think that the marquis, in con- 


duQting an affair of this nature, ſets 
ſo many engines at work, that he ſel- 
dom fails of ſucceſs; he does not 
ſtick at marrying a girl he fancies, 


vnder a borrowed name : perhaps that 


is the caſe here.“ 


and indignation. „ Ah, villain!” I 
cried out, not reflecting where I was. 


, We are overheard,” ſaid one of the 
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gentlemen, © and by Mariana her- 
lelf.—“ I am very ſorry for it,” re- 
plied the other; © we mutt prevail up- 


on her not to ſpeak of what ſhe has' 


heard.“ Upon this they ruſhed into 


the cloſet, where they found me all 


in tears: | 


% They uſed their utmoſt endeavours 
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to comfort me: but I was aſhamed. 


to look them in the face, as if what 
I had heard made me gvilty. They 
urged me very earneſtly to inform 


them what terms I was upon with the 
marquis; and as they appeared very 


much like gentlemen, in conſidera- 
tion of the invaluable ſervice they had 
done, by giving me ſo much light 


into the affair, I related to them the 


whole derail of my adventure. They 
ſeemed to credit what I ſaid: I uſe 


that expreſſion, becauſe, when they 
went away, I could hear them ſay, . 


that they knew the world better than 
that. But before they left me, I was 
obliged to promile not to give them up 


as the authors of my information: 
and I was as good as my word: 


Their backs were no ſooner turned; 
but I threw myſelf into bed, under an 
agony not to be expreſſed. J ſpent the 
night in contriving means of abſent. 
ing myſelf from the place appointed. 


Ia vain did love plead for a perfidious 


man; my reſolution was never to ſee 
him more: a dear-bought victory! 
His idea always maintained it's place 


in my breaſt, not to he removed. The 


ſtruggles I that night underwent were 
ſo violent, as to throw me into à fit 
of ſickneſs. e 


» = 
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10 The day following, ourmaid,whog 


© he had gained, brought me, a [etter, 
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from the wretch ; I ſent it back un- 
opened, and as I thought thisa freſh 
attempt upon my honour, I ordered 


him to be told, I would hear no more 


of him. A ſecond letter came; I 
behaved. as I did with reſpect to the 
firſt: the villain finding he loft his 
labour that way, ſent me word by the 
maid, that he had things of the laſt 
conſequence to impart, very much to 
my advantage, and begged I would 
not condemn him unheard, I was 
ſo provoked at the ſervant's inſolence, 
having before reprimanded her ſevere- 


ly on account of the former meſſage, 


that I prevailed with you under ſome 
other pretence, to turn her away, as 
you may remember, | 

&« In a very few days after this, T was 
terribly ſurprized one morning when 
I waked, to find my perfidious lover 


kneeling at my bed-ſide, and bathing 


one of my hands with his guilty 


tears : I ſnatched, it away with -too 


much confuſion Fot to diſcover the 
aſcendency he ſtill had over my affec- 
lions. 9 5 
« Well, then, charming Mariana, 
you no longer Jove me,” ſaid he, with 
an air the moſt moving; “ you re- 


fuſe to ſee or hear me; you baniſh 
thoſe who might inform you of my 


faithful ardour. Heavens! that fo 
much beauty and injuſtice can be ſo 
nearly allied! What is my crime ? 
Is it the concealing my real name ? 
If fo, I own myſelf the Marquis ——, 
I ſhould not have denied it. What 


a misfortune, to have a more exqui- 


- 


lite taſte than the generality of man- 


kind! to this I owe my wretched 
condition; this has torn from me all 
that was dear in the world ! Who 
is to blame, Mariana or 1? Why 


did ſhe not keep her word? why did 


ſhe not come to the place appointed ? 
There ſhe might have diſcovered whe- 
ther it was the Marquis of — of 
his ſecretary that would have mar- 
ried her, 
did you deprive me the uncommon 


pleaſure of ſo agreeably undeceiving- 
you, by preſenting a huſband wor- 


thy of ſo much merit? Endearing 
pleaſure! I had propoſed to be per- 
ſonally beloved, and not beholden 
for the mighiy gift of rank or for- 
tune. Such is my crime: I have 


done; 


Ab, lovely Mariana! why 
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% done; pronounce my doom, This 
juſtification I owed myſelf, and now 
% have paid my debt; placed as I am 
1c on the brink of deſtruction, I will 
& not ſurvive the eruel misfortune of 
« having been ſuſpected.“ | | 
How weak are we when entangled 
« with love! His words made an im- 
* preſſion on me; they were plauſible, 
« and my heart, through prepoſſeſſion, 
« pleaded in behalf of the traitor. But 
Neaſdn came to my aſſiſtance; I could 
«© not forget the diſcourſe I had over- 
heard : they had no intereſt in the af- 
« fair, being neither his enemies nor 
rivals; this laſt reflection carried it, 
and I would hear no more. The in- 
6“ orate committed numberleſs extrava- 
* gancies; he offered to kill himſelf, 
« putting me a thouſand times in ap- 
cc prehenſion for his life: as much an 
„ 1mpoſtor as I thought him, I could 
« not overcome my fears. Somebody 
c very luckily entering my room, he 
& retired ; and, convinced I was not to 
be deluded by his forgeries, freed me 
cc once for all from his company. 
% He was no ſooner gone, but I 


* 
* 


=} 
- 


a 2 
= 


oy 
- 


« blamed my too great ſeverity ; the 


, fſpecious pretence under which he 
veiled his wicked deſigns preſented 
« itſelf again. What a wretch am 
% J, if I have wronged him! Perhaps 
c he really loves me; perhaps he tells 
« the truth: ſtay, charmer, I'll clear 
theſe frightful doubts.” I thought of 
a thouſand ways to lay open this in- 
« tereſting myſtery; but, alas! what I 


a x 
R * 


& had heard proved but too true! I. 


c chanced to meet with one of the un- 
« happy inſtances of his too ſucceſsful 
« villainy; ſhe convinced me I had 
4c placed my affe&ions on a monſter. I 
often bluſhed to think of my narrow 
s eſcape, but ſtill loved him to excels, 
« and ſuffered cruelly on that account. 
„Time might, it is true, have worn 
« out my paſſion, had not his beha- 
e viour to me about a week fince put the 
&. finiſhing ſtroke to a wretched life. 
«« For ſo lately was it, that a perſon 
&« exceedingly well dreſſed came into 
* my chamber: he enquired if I was 
4% Mariana; and being anſwered I was 
© the perſon—** Would to God,“ ſaid 
t he, © another had been employed on 
© this occaſion! your countenance at 
4c firſt ſight gains one over to you, My 
4 Lord Marquis of to-morrow is 
„. to marry Miſs —. This young 
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lady has heard of ſeveral amours of 
her intended ſpouſe; among the reſt, 
ſhe has been informed, that he has 
converſed with you as a wife, and 
ſome do not ſtick to ſay he was pri- 
vately married to you. This has oc- 
caſioned a demur; the lady will go 
no farther in this affair, till ſhe re- 
ceives entire ſatisfaction on this point: 
a perſon will come from her to you 
for an anſwer, on which this marriage 
abſolutely depends. The marquis has 
{worn he is a ſtranger to your bed, 
but ſhe refuſes to rely on his proteſta- 
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tion, and has given him to under- 


ſtand, that if he has deceived you, 
as ſhe is informed, that the match 


muſt be broke off. The marquis, 


who doats on her, is in the utmoſt 


conſternation, and ſends me to aſſure 


you, that if you prove an obſtacle to 
his deſigns, and refuſe to behave on 
this occaſion as is proper, he will find 
a place for you where you may re- 
pent your obſtinacy at leiſure, and 
that——" Go, go, Sir!“ replied 
I, interrupting him, and provoked at 
ſuch menaces; tell him, who has 
honoured you with ſuch a notable 


commiſſion, I ſcorn him too much to 


concern myſelf with his new engage- 


ments: however, I could not have 


imagined, that after having been guil- 
ty of ſo many impoſtures, with which 


am better acquainted than he thinks 


for, he ſhould crown the work with 


a ſhameful threatening meſſage to 


a young perſon he had offered to 
marry,” Saying this, I turned my 
back upon the gentleman, who went 
away much aſtoniſhed at my haughty 
behaviour. 7 

“ But, vain haughtineſs, uſeleſs out- 
ſide appearance! A. thouland times 
was I torn to pieces with bitter regrets 
too plainly convincing me of the ex- 
ceſs of my paſſion. My lover gone 
for ever! I am not only abandoned, 
but eve) ſacrificed to a rival; nay, 
inſulted and trampled on by his un- 
generous and outrageous menaces ! 
This it is, dear mother, that thus 
preys upon me, and has reduced me 
to ſuch a woeful condition, What is 


the whole world to me? the marquis 


is married, and all is over!“ 


© Her tears put an end to this melan- 


choly relation. > endeayoured to com- 


fort her, and reſtore her health; but 


the illneſs increaſing, about ten days 
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© afterwards ſhe ſpoke to me in the fol- 


© lowing manner, and that with a pre- 


© ſence of mind which ſurprized me, 
© goyerwhelmed as I was with tears, and 
© holding her in my arms | 

« My hour approaches,” ſaid ſhe, 
& and we muſt part. I find J have not 
& Jong to live: comfort yourlelf, my 
& dear mother, and don't opprels me 
& with your ſorrow. Nature is too apt 


4 to ſhrink in this conflict: add not the 


et weight your tenderneſs will occaſion ; 
« but, if you love me, refrain giving 
& me ſo many marks of it; they ſhake 
cc that fteadineſs which now I ſtand in 
tc need of more than ever. Have re- 


ec courſe to God, and beſeech him in 
b my behalf; in his mercy I place my 
ce truſts above all, thank him for hav- 
6 ing preſerved my innocence through 
c ſo many dangers. What a comfort! 


cc That treaſure, at leaſt, I ſhall carry 
ec to the next life. Let me conjure 
& you, in the name of God, to leave 
& me to myfelf during thoſe precious 
© moments he is 4] pleaſed to allow 
c me, that I may employ them wholly 
46 in the great affair of ſalvation. Re- 


« ceive this lat kiſs, and pardon the 


c“ uneaſineſs I give you. Farewel, dear 
6 mother, you move me too much!“ 


© $aying this, ſhe turned her head away, 


and would not be diſturbed atierwards, 
© She died as ſhe lived; that is, in ſuch 
© ſentiments of piety, as afford me a ſin- 
'© gular conſolation. After ſome time, I 


\© ſubmitted myſelf to the Divine Provi- 
„ dence. Alas! it coſt me dear, and 


6 does {till every day of my life.“ 

M,ariana's mother wept bitterly in 
concluding this mournful hiſtory, I 
was much moved, and cried very hear- 


tily. The favourable opinion ſhe had 


of me, was conſiderably increaſed by 


_ ſeeing ſuch marks of my tender affection, 
and ſhe expreſſed as much in a very ſin- 
cere manner. Reflections naturally ſuc- 

ceeded, which confirmed me more and 

more in a ſteady adherence to virtue: I 


could not forbear thinking this relation 
was deſigned as a preſervative againſt the 
dangers to which my innocence would 
be expoſed at Paris. 7 
We reached Valvins, and meeting with 
the conveniency mentioned before, we 
agreed with the waggoner for my fare. 
The old woman and I embraced each 


other with great aff ction, promiſing a 
- mutual correſpondence for tne future. 
I was no ſooner alone in the Waggon, 


but I gave a loeſe to many a melanche 
ly reflection. Heavens ' ſaid I © 
myſelf, what am I doing? What 
become of me? What will people 
* think? what will my mother ſay ? 
© What! can J leave a mother bewail- 
ing my abſence at this very inſtant ? 
© No, no; I'll go no farther,* cried J, 
all in tears; I had better undergo the 
© reproaches I {o much dread, than ex. 


_© pole myſelf again to thoſe very dan. 


* gers I have ſo happily eſcaped. Yes, 
© dear mother, had I never left you, 
© but had remained under your eye, I 
© ſhould not this day be involved in ſo 
* many difficulties,” 


ſolved to return to the village, and ra- 
ther ſubmit my vanity to the greateſt 
humiliation, than be thus wanting in my 
duty to my parents, TI was juſt going 
to bid the waggoner ſet me down, and 
was actually prepariug to alight, when 
I ſaw a man riding full ſpeed after vs : 
my mind miſgave me; but how great 
was my ſurprize when I could diſtinguiſh 
his face, and difcovered it was the ch 


valier D'Elbieux ! I trembled, as well 


I might, from head to foot, and imme- 


diately hid myſelf under a coverlet that 


was deſigned to keep me from the rain: 


I lay thus perdue above an hour, with- 


out the leaſt motion. At laſt I grew im- 
patient; and, not being able 6, the 
cruel incertitude any longer, I lifted vp 
the corner of the coverlet, Heavens! what 


ſhovld I ſee but the chevalier ſtill fol- 


lowing the waggon, and holding a diſ- 
courſe with him that drove it, What a 
fitvation was I in! Which way ſhould I 
turn myſelf in this diſtreſs ! I knew him 
too well, not to apprehend the worſt of 
extremities from his brutality, How 
ſhould he come this way? Who ſhould 
direct him hither } What might I not 
expect, if he knew I was ſo near him, 
This racking myſtery ſoon cleared 
up; another young gentleman came 
galloping up to the chevalier. I have 
had no better ſucceſs than you, ſays 
he, calling out as he came towards us ; 
© I can hear nothing of what we are 
looking for.“ Monſieur D'Elbieux 
only put his finger on his mouth, and 
pointed to the waggon. This ſign im- 
Plied a great deal, for it plainly ſhewed 
where I lay hid. When he came up 
with us Take heed,” ſaid the cheva- 
lier to him in a low voice, * we have 
her; ſhe can't cicape this bout: I 


© don't 


This made a deep impreſſion; I re- 


h 
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Lon't know what it is, but ſhe ſuſpects 
© {omAhing; you ſee how ſhe hides her- 
« felf.” The winding of the road pre- 
yented me hearing any more. God was 
pleaſed to inſpire me with a contrivance 
for eſcaping. Heaven never forſakes the 
innocent. 

In about half an hour after this, the 
waggon drove into the wood again. The 
remembrance of what I had there been 
expoled to threw me into a fit of tremb- 
ling. The road happened to be very 
bad, the depth of the ruts made it ex- 
ceeding troubleſomeriding. This forced 
the gentlemen to quit the great road, and 
ſtrike into a path, ſo as to leave part of 
the thicket between them and the wag- 
gon. Such an opportunity was not to 
be loft; but as I apprehended the wag- 
goner, by his flow driving, to be in the 
ſecret, I could expect no aſſiſtance from 
him. There hung over the road ſeveral 
large boughs ; one of theſe I laid hold 
of, and the waggon driving from under 
me, I climbed into a large thick tree, 
fully reſolved to hide myſelf there till 
I might venture to make off. The road 
here was ſtraight, and I could ſee a long 
way before me. . 

I was ſoon convinced of what impor- 
tance it was, not to let flip the opportu- 
nity Heaven had put into my hands. I 
could ſee the waggon at ſome diſtance, 
with the horſemen cloſe by it: the wag- 
goner retired, and the gentlemen quitted 
their horſes. One of them, but which 1 
could not diſcern, got upon the car- 
riage; he lifts vp the coverlet, and ſeems 
valtly ſurprized not to find me there, 
looking about on ail ſides. He jumps 
down again, they both mount their 
horſes, ſeem to confer together, and 
then ride off, taking different roads. 

was fully determined not to leave my 


poit, till I was ſure of not falling into 


their hands a ſecond time. Two hours 
were paſſed and nathing appeared, I 
vegan to be in gocd heart, when J heard 
lo1:ehody ſay, * Itis to no purpoſ- to 
* ſearch for her at ſack a diſtance; ſhe 
can't be gone fo far, but mult be hid 
iomewhere bereabouts: let us look 
out tharp where we arez this is the 
© place we loſt her in. Do you place 
* yourſelf where the roads croſs, and 
Il ftay upon this riſing ground, from 
hence I can fee a long way about 
me.“ This information was of creat 
lerxice to me, as I mould other wiſe have 


4 
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their neſts.' 
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ventured down, and infallibly have 
fallen into their clutches. 

Night drew. on apace, the ſun was 
already ſet, and I ſuffered very much 
from continuing fo long in ſach an un- 
eaſy poſture. My ſtrength, as well as pa- 
tience, was quite exhauſted, when there 
paſſed by a chaiſe eſcorted by two horſe- 
men; in it fat a lady and a girl. The 
moment I ſaw them I reſolved to quit 
the tree, and take that opportunity of 
eſcaping the danger which hung over 
me. But in putting my deſign into exe- 
cution, had the ill fortune to hook the 
upper part of my gown in the tree, and 
loſing my footing at the ſame time, I 
was left dangling in the air. The fear 


of falling made me cry out, which. 


brought the two horſemen attending the 
chaiſe, and who were then juſt by, ta 
my aſſiſtance; they prelently diſengaged 
and took me down. * Good God !? 
ſaid one of them, pretty maid, why 
© do yon expole yourſelf to ſuch dan- 
© ger? You mult certainly be very fond 
* of birds, to run this hazard in taking 
I had not time to make 
any reply; the Chevalier D'Elbieux, 


who had heard my voice, was polting 


towards us. I ran with all my force 
to the chaiſe, which my outcries had 
ſtopped, and calling out from ſome diſ- 
tance to the lady, * Save me, Madam, 
© for God's ſake, I cried, a villain 
© offers me violence !' The lady look- 
ed at me very earneſtly whilſt I was 
ſpeaking ; for my cloaths, though I was 


dreſſed like a country girl, together with 


my behaviour, had ſomething fo very 


. particular, as to intereſt her in my behalf, 


With all my heart, poor child, faid 


ſhe; help her in; it were a pity any 


* miſchief ſnould befal her.“ She had 
the good-nature to make room for mez 
the little girl was placed in my lap; I 


began to take courage, and the chaiſe. 


drove On. 


When I was ſeated, ſhe enquired who 


I was, and the occation of my fears. 
I related all the particulars with great 
ſincerity, excepting mv inciination to 
the marquis. Aﬀter ſhe had heard me 
with greacattention; © This is wickedneſs 
© witha vengeance! cried the at the end 
of my tory, and plainiy ihews how 
dangerous is the company of men de. 
© ſtitute of honour, where they take 
© a fancy, Mothers ought never to 
6 leave their daughters to themitlves, 
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nor ſhould young girls, who valve 
their character, ever take the leaſt ſtep 
without their mother's advice, How- 
ever, child, you have nothing to fear 
from the chevalier. I don't believe 
he dare moleſt you while I am by; 
neither would my ſervants ſuffer any 
ſuch thing, if he ſhould attempt it. 
The counteſs I am well acquainted 
with; and, when I write to her on 
this ſubject, will reprimand her ſon 
© yery ſeverely.” She had ſcarce done 
ſpeaking, when J perceived the cheva- 
her riding by the chaiſe-ſide, and look- 
ing in very earneſtly. Ah, Madam," 
ſaid I in a low voice, there he is, 
© there he is. Don't be frightened,* 
ſhe replied, © 1'l] warrant his ſtay will 
© be but ſhort. 5 
Chevalier D'Elbieux,* ſays ſhe, rai- 
ſing her voice, pray come hither! I 
© am a particular acquaintance of the 
£ counteſs your mother; and, as ſuch, 
© am willing to give you a little good 
© advice.“ He no ſooner heard theſe 
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words, but, giving the reins and ſpurs taught writing and muſick: the good 


lady was pleaſed to order I thould make 


to his horſe, he rode away. | 
© Well, Jenny, did not I tell you 
© how it would be?* continued ſhe; 
« we have a fair riddance of him. As 
c to the reſt, make yourſelf eaſy z you 
© ſhall remain with me till J have wrote 
© to the counteſs your godmother, and 
4 her anſwer will determine what is to 
© be done.” | | | 
I bleſſed God very heartily for this 
happy meeting. My protectreſs appear- 
ed to be about forty, was ſtill handſome, 
but the ſweetneſs of her temper can ne- 
ver be ſufficiently admired.” I Rrove, 


by all the little ſervices I could think of 


on the road, to endear myſelf to her. 
My labour was not thrown away; by 
the time we reached Paris I had gained 
not a little on her affections, 
The houſe where we were ſet down 
was extremely well furniſhed ; it was 
Her own; and her name, as 1 ſoon learn- 
ed, Madame De G ; her huſband 
a receiver in the exchequer. Every 
thing was magnificent; and the num- 
ber of their ſervants ſpoke their wealth. 
The lady had three waiting women, bee 
lides a governeſs for her daugkter, who 
was about ten years old. 
Her huſband had not ſo many at- 
tendants ; his dreſs was very plain; a 
great ceconomilt in his family affairs, 
but generous to profuſeneſs in regard of 
his private pleaſures. 
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The lady introduced me to bim at 
ſoon as we arrived, but he ſeemed +; 
take little or no notice of what ſhe 2 
in my commendation. . it is very 
« well,” ſays he; how have you en- 
© joyed your health in the country? 
But, without ſtaying for her anſwer, he 
retired to his cloſet, giving me a look, 
as he paſſed by, which did not ſeem to 
be ſo unconcerned as his converſation, 

The receiver was between fifty and 
threeſcore ; he was well made, with an 


_ engaging aſpect. I found afterwards 


he was very rich, and much given to 
women ; but withal ſo cautious, that 
few or none of his intrigues are come 
to light. Every one has his humour; 
this gentleman's ambition was to paſs 
for one who had overcome the common 
frailties of mankind. 

The lady had wrote to the counteſs 
as ſoon as we got home; I made it my 
buſineſs to ingratiate myſelf more and 
more'to her, and the ſeemed to love me 
with great affection. Her daughter was 


uſe of that opportunity for my improve- 
ment. As my voice was naturally very 
agreeable, it was ſoon taken notice of. 
As tor writing, in a ſhort time I was 
able to hold a correſpondence, which 
gave me no ſmall ſatisfaction: for 1 was 
no ſooner rid of my fears, but all my 
reſolutions to forget the marquis were 
by degrees entirely forgot. 

One morning whilſt I was ſtudying 
in a little room, which was allotted to 
my vie, a footman of the lady's came 
to call me to her; I made what haſte [ 
could, and upon entering the room, 
« Sit down, Jenny, ſays the; © I have 
received ſome letters which concern 
© you, I am willing you ſhould know 
6 their contents. 

She ſpoke with ſuch a ſerious air, as 
made the blood run cold in my vets; 
I liitened to her with fear and trem- 
bling. 

__* This,* continued ſhe, © is from 
your godmother: the counteſs {peaks 
very well of you, but ſhe informs me 
© of ſome things J do not approve of 
your being acquainted withal ; your 
heart is tender, and it may not be 
« proper to revive your former ſenti- 


„ ments,“ 


This was more than ſufficient to ex- 
cite my curioſity; however, I difſem- 
bled my eagerneſs, but was determined 
| 10 
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o get hold of the letter, that I might 
unriddle this myſtery. 

« The other, continued ſhe, * is from 
© my'god-daughter, who thinks quite 
* otherwiſe of her brother the chevalier, 
© with regard to you ; ſhe adviſes me 

to look narrowly to you, and ſays it 

is her affection for me which makes 
her give me this caution. Miſs D'El- 
bieux tells me you are a great diſſem- 
bler, very vain, and very malicious; 


that you was within a {mall matter of 
being the occaſion of much miſchief z_ 


« 
c 
q 
C 
c 
o 
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© that by your atfeRation you had in- 
© veigled the love of the Marquis of 
L. V. that he had fought upon your 
E account; in fine, that ſhe much ap- 
* prehended your ſtay in my houſe 
c would be attended with ſome fatal 
© conſequence, which, too late, might 
© make me repent I had ever received 
« you. That the Marquis of L. V. 
father to him who was wounded, ex- 
© claims bitterly againſt you, as the 


b promoter of that danger his ſon's life 


© was in, whole tecovery was very much 


I trove exceedingly with myſelf, in 


order to Rifle the vexation this letter 


gave me, and the grief I conceived at 
the deſperate condition of my wounded 
lover. Notwithſtanding my endeavours, 
the tears guſhed out; 1t was in vain to 


hide them; the lady too plainly ſaw 


my trouble, 

© You are in tears, Jenny, ſaid ſhe, 
looking ſtedfaſtly at me; that con- 
vinces me one part of the letter 1s 
true; and as for the reſt, I give no 
credit to it: the prejudice is too rank, 
and I plainly fee my god-davghter 
has taken an antipathy to you. Iam 
at a loſs to account for it, as you ap- 
pear to be ſweet-tempered ; and I do 
not find the leaſt reſemblance in the 
character ſhe has drawn, unleſs you 
are the greateſt diſſembler upon earth.” 
I ſhed a torrent of tears at theſe words 
Recover yourſelf,” ſaid ſne; I did 
not {end for you to give you this un- 
eaſineſs; behave yourſelt well, and I 
will take care of you,” | 
I was going out of the room, when 
ſhe called me back. Now I think on 
„it, ſays ſhe, © your father and mo- 
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© ther would have you return home: 


£ but you ſhall be your own miſtreis to 
s go or ſtay.—“ Ah, Madam!” cried 
I, 5 as much as I love them © Well, 


proper place to talk any longer; fare- 


ſion as not to know the meaning of 


I carried off to my own chamber, and 


© well,” ſays this amiable lady, inter- 
rupting me, I ſee you have ſome rea- 
* ſons for not complying with their or- 
ders: make yourſelf eaſy, you ſhall 
© ſtay where you are,” 

L retired, quite overcome with ſo much 
goodneſs, In going from her apart- 
ment, the receiver met me. What ig 
© the matter, my pretty girl ?? ſays he, 
ſtopping me; has any one been tak- - 
ing you to talk? TI ſhall be very an- 
« gry with my wife; for, except her, 
© nobody here dare uſe you ill. But be 
© comforted, I will put things upon a 
© better footing; I have been thinking 
ſome time of making your fortune. 
— I am much obliged to you, Sir, 
anſwered I ; © your Jady's being pleaſed 
* to bear with me, demands a greater 
return than I can poſſibly make, I 
© have all the reaſon in the world to bs 
* ſatisfied with her goodneſs. Not 
* too much of that, I believe,” ſays he; 
© you would ſcarce cry for nothing: 
© ſome other time I ſhall enquire far- 
ther into this matter; we are not in a 


Wel.“ Saying this, he ſqueezed my 
hand, and went to his lady. | 


I was no longer ſo dull of apprehen- 


words; and plainly perceived I was in 
favour with the gentleman; This made 
me very uneaſy, left his taſte in this 
particular ſhould claſh with my happy 
ſituation. : 
I returned to my chamber, muſing 
on what had paſled, and very much 
reſenting the behaviour of Mademoi- 
ſelle D'Elbieux, I was taken up in 
contriving means for getting the Jeter 
which had not been read to me; the 
mention made in it of the marquis was 
alone too great a temptation to be re- 
ſiſted. It was locked up in a drawer, 
and I often watched an opportunity to 
lay hold of it. | ; 
The Sunday following I compleated 
my deſign, whilſt tne lady was at church; 
for, having overſtayed the time, ſhe for- 
got her keys in the hurry, Opening 
the drawer I found the letters, which 


read them very haſtily. 
The firſt was that from Mademoiſelle 
D'Elbieux: as much concerned as I 
was in it, | ran it over very flightly; 
that of the counteſs was of greater cane 

lequence, e 
J read 
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I read it ſeveral times. She ſpoke of 
me in very favourable terms, excepting 
where ſhe mentioned her ſuſpicion of an 
underſtanding between the marquis and 
me. She ſaid her ſon had wounded him 
dangeroufly with a piſtol bullet; that 
ſeveral reports had been ſpread in the 
country concerning the affair; but that 
the had unravelled the whole, by the 
means of an old ſervant, whom ſhe had 
Intruſted with the care of my education; 
that notwithſtanding the marquis was 
very reſerved, as to the grounds of the 
quarrel, yet his perplexity at not know- 
ing what was become of me, plainly 
diſcovered the violence of his paſſion; 
that ſhe had thought herſelf under an 
indiſpenſtble obligation of cautioning the 
 enarquis's father, her particular friend, 
to provide, in cafe his fon ſhould reco- 
ver, againſt the conſequence of tuch an 
amour; au affair of the greater con- 
Cern, as the thought me virtuous, and 
my lover a man of honour. 

The letter concluded with adviſing 
my being fent back to my parents ; that 
my charms might in time occaſion much 
miſchief ; and that, if ſhe thought of 
keeping me with her, it would be abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to prevent my ever ſce- 


ing the marquis. 5 ; 
I bewailed the condition of that dear 
man, and yet did not diſapprove of the 
cautions given on this occaſion; I even 
refolved to turn them to my own ad- 
vantage, What I had read convinced 
me of the little ſtreſs that was to be laid 
on ſo unequal an engagement. I folded 
up the letters, and carried them back 
in a great hurry : one moment iater, I 
Had been catched in the fact, the receiver 
coming in joſt as I was leaving his 
lady's apartment. | | 
O! you are here, ate you?” ſays 


he. Well, pretty Jenny, is there any 


s thing troubles you now ?* The co- 
lour my apprehenſion occaſioned, the 
_ conſternation I was in, all together ſet 
me off to an advantage. That air of 
aſſurance mot women are fond of, is 
far from being always a charm; and I 
have ſince heard the men acknowledge, 
that however fond they may be cf the 
ſex, they are more taken with a madeſt 
and reſerved carriage than that forward 
free behaviour. 
Mon ſieur De G—— was juſt then an 
inſtance of this remark, by extolling me, 


at leaſt in appearance, beyond ſuch 2s 1 


have juſt now mentioned. But, lays 
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he, you make me no anſwer. Do yeu 


* ftand in any awe of me? If you do, i is 
© wrong judged. I am more your friend 
* than you imagine; for it is owing 
© to me that my wife, without know- 
ing wy inclinations, ſhews you fo 
great a regard.“ Indeed, ſoon after 
] came thither, I had a ſattin gown 
given me: the Jady's women were very 
fond of me; they taught me how to be- 
have, and their inſtructions were not 
loft, as girls are ready enough in learn- 
ing ſuch leſſons. I had my reaſons,” 
continued Monſieur De G——, or I 
© ſhovlid have ordered your cloaths my- 
c ſelf, which would have been after a 
© much gentecler mode; but we muſt 
© have a regard to the circumſtance of 
© time, which you may make more 
© ſuitable when ſoever you pleaſe, What 
* ſay you, Jenny ?-Shall I reckon you 
in the number of my friends?!—cT 
could nut with for any thing better, 
« Sir,” I replied at laſt, without know- 
ing the extent of that word. Aye, 
now you ſpeak'!* continued he. You 
are love itſelf; upon this condition 
you ſhall be as happy as a queen, 
Adieu; I am appreheniive my wife is 
coming in, and would not for the 
world ſhe ſhould ſurprize us together x 
as ſhe is extremely apt to be jealous, 
this would be ſuilicient to make her 
run mad. Be upon your guard, and 
take care not to drop the lealt hint of 
this to any one.“ I ſtœod like a ſta- 


tue, after hearing ſuch a difcourſle: Ma- 


dame De G , who juſt then came, 
found me in that condition. What 
* was you doing here?” ſays ſhe, * My 
© huſyvand went from hence but row; 
© what has he been ſaying to you ? 
© Methinks you are thoughtful : there 
is ſomething more than ordinary in 
© it, Come, tell me what has paſſed :. 
* my huſband is amorous; I will lay a 
© wager he is in love with you, and has 
© been telling you as much, '— With 
me, Madam!” replied I. Don't teil 
© me any lyes,* continued ſhe, throw- 
ing herſelf into an eaſy chair; I am 
not angry with you; but if you con- 
« ceal any thing, we mall be no longer 
friends. —“ 1 can eaſily ſatisfy you, 
Madam, Ireplied. Id is true, Mon- 
ſieur De G has ſaid ſome obliging 
* things to me; but 1 imagined it was 
* only in conſequence of the favours 
for which I am beholden- to you. 
Mighty well!“ cried the lady, inter, 

| . rupting 
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upting me: © that is to ſay, he will 
love you for my ſake. But let me 
© hear what he ſaid,” _ 

Upoh this, I repeated word for word 
his whole diſcourſe; only I ſtopped 
{hort where he propoſed being my friend; 
upon ſecond thoughts I had gueſſed 
how much it imported. 'The more I 
heſitated, the more her curioſity was 
raiſed. * Well, and what anſwer did 
you make?* ſaid ſhe very f{criouily. 
I repeated my words. And what did 
© he ſay tothat?* continued ſhe. ©* Ah, 
Madam! what very much ſurprized 
© me,” anſwered I, and convinced me 
© I did not rightly underſtand the ex- 
© preſſion he had nfed.” I then related 
the reſt of his diſcourſe, and ſhe muſed 
upon it a little. 
* Your tender years plead a pardon 
for your anſwer,” faid ſhe; © but do 
you know to what you have obliged 
yourſelf? By virtue of what you taid, 
my huſband will ſecure your perſon ; 
you are his; and in that cafe honour, 
reputation, and all Is gone.”—* God 
forbid !* cried I, interrupting her, and 
alarmed at what I heard; * my heart 
would break, to think I had given 
© the leaſt occahon to any ſuch thing.” 
“ I believe it,* replied the lady; and 

you have done very well in giving me 
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this detail; otherwiſe you might have 


been fatally engaged, without ſuſpect- 
ing any ill, till it had been too late to 


ny, and for the future do nothing 
without conſulting me. The dangers 
you have already eſcaped, ought to 
make you more ci cumſpect than au- 
other.“ | | 
The lady's diſcourſe had too great 
an appearance of truth, not to make a 
deep impreſſion. I was ſoon convinced 
the was not miſtaken in what ſhe had 
ſaid; and I had great reaſon to think 
- myſelf happy under the direction of 0 
ſcilful a guide. | 
Two days after this, one of the lady's 
women, for whom I had a particular 
eſteem, came to my chamber: What! 
© in bed till, lazy one! faid ſhe, 
© Come, riſe and dreſs yourſelf; I am 
going out, and you muſt go with me.” 
— With all my heert,“ anſwered J, 
getting up; * if you had given me the 
*© leaſt notice over night, I ſhould have 
c been ready before this.'—* There is 
no harm done, aniwered ſhe ;. it is 


o 
« 
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© prevent it. Therefore look to it, Jen- 
o 
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© not late: however, get ready as faſt 
© as you can.) 5 NET 

This ſervant could not be leſs than 
hxty years, forty of which ſhe had paſſ- 


ed in the family, where ſhe was very 


much reſpected: I made my court to 
her from the beginning, for I ſoon per- 
ceived the was the governante of the 


houſe, and that nothing was trapſacted 
but what had her approbation. I had 
the greater reaſon to be fond of her, 
having one day overheard. her ſpeak 
much in my behalf to her lady, prevail 
ing upon her to keep me, when the had 
thoughts of ſending me away. I never 
let her know, that I was ſenſible what 
obligations I had to her, but ſtrove by 
every thing in my power to make a 


lui able return. 


We went in a hackney- coach to a 
ilk-mercer's in St, Honore's ſtreet, She 
conſulted me upon ſome flowered da- 
maſk; I gave my opinion of what I 
liked, and ſhe fixed upon the piece I 
had fancied, She called for ſome gowns 
fit for autumn and ſpring; ſtill I was 
conſulted, and ſpoke my mind with the 
ſame franknels as before. | 

She bought three gowns, beſides a 
bed-gown. From thence we drove to 
a ſempſtreſs, where ſhe bought a dozen 
fine laced ſhifts, and a dozen plain ones, 
with other linen ſuitable, 

From thence we went to the Palais; 
here ſhe bought head- clothes, tippeis, 
ribbands, and other like attire, 

We went back to two or three other 
different ſhops, for ſtockings, gloves, 
&c. at laſt we alighted at St. Ruch's 
Bank, and were conducted to an apart= 


ment, not very large indeed, but nobly 


turniſhed. . 

The old ſervant T mentioned, brought 
table-linen; a footman, wha by the 
livery I knew belongtd to the receiver, 
came in; he laid the cloth very neatly, 
and then retired. 

I fared, not beiog able to compre- 
bend what all this meant: far from ſul- 
petting any thing, I was with a perſon, 


of ſome conlideration, one that I looks 


ed upon as a ſecond miſtreſs; my want 
of miſtruſt on this occaſion was not at 
all blameable. 


About half an hour afterwards, ſome. 


body knocked at ihe door, The foot- 
man brought up a young woman with 


 hoop-petticoats, My direQrels having 
chole one of the handſomeſt; Coms, 


ſays 
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fays the, let us ſee how this will fit 
you.“ I put off my gown, it was 
tried on, and I thought it no ſmall ad- 
dition towards a graceful appearance 


n n ſecret complacency aroſe when I view- 


ed myſelf in the glaſs, and ſaw I was 


not at ail deſpiſable. 


My vanity was diſcovered by my di- 
reftreſs. © You are not miſtaken, pretty 


_ © Jenny, in thinking yourſelf hand- 


ſome, ſays ſhe; you are very love- 
© ly; I muſt have the pleaſure of dreſ- 


4 fing your head according to my fancy,” 


As I was not againſt it, the fell to curl- 
ing my hair, and then put me on one of 
the bought heads; only to try it, ſhe 
id. I made great difficulty when we 
eame to the red, © You are a ſimple- 
© ton,” cried ſne; don't you ſee it is 
© only for diverſion? We have nothin 

c to do now but only to adorn theſe 


4 little ears: and for that, too, we have 


© the good luck to be provided. Upon 


this ſhe pulled out her purſe, which 


ſeemed to be none of the lighteſt, from 
whence ſhe took a paper containing a 
ir of brilliant ear- rings. What do 


© you think of them ?'— Exceeding 


fine,“ anſwered J. Well, then, let 


4 us ſee if they become you as well as 


© the reſt,” I viewed myſelf; the al- 
teration was ſo great, that through ſur- 
prize I was not able to ſpeak. And, 


indeed, Jenny was no more; a well 


made young lady, killingly handſome, 
had taken her place; the red gave new 
luſtre to my eyes; and, to ſpeak the 
truth, I thought myſelf tranſcendently 
charming. 


Let me be indulged in this ſally of 
vanity; eſpecially as I am a woman. 


When Monſieur De La Valle, the for- 
tunate peaſant, placed his perſonal merit 


in ſo ſtrong a light, I who am ſpeaking 
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myſelf, I am betrayed !* Thad nv 
ſtrength to reaſon any farther, _. 

By this time they had undreſſed me, 
and the mantua- maker was buſy in tak 
ing the meaſure, but with an air thut 
had a mixture of ſorroẽw and compaſ- 
ſion. I ſaid nothing, quite at a loſs 
how to evade the miſchief that threaten. 
ed me, 
behaviour was too freſh in my memory, 
not to make me dread every thing that 
had the leaſt appearance of that kind, I 
recommended myſelſ to God, who cer- 
tainly directed me on this occaſion. 

I pretended a deltre of being left alone 
a few minutes on a certain account. 


The wicked directreſs, for ſuch I began 


to think her, told me there was no one 
there with whom I might not make free, 
But I appeared fo naturally aſhamed, 
as in truth I was, that ſhe cried out, 
Let her have her way; ſhe is a mere 
child, and every trifle ſtartles her; in 
© time ſhe will know better.” 

The moment they were gone out of 
the room, with my pencil, on a ſcrap of 
paper, I wrote the following note. 


© TE NNY is undone, Madam, un- 
J © leſs you ſnatch her from the pre- 
© cipice, on whoſe brink ſhe ſtands, 
Want of time prevents her ſaying any 
more. | 


This I directed for Madame De 
G—, I had already contrived how 
to ſend it: the mantua-maker's beha- 
viour convinced me ſhe was virtuouſly 


inclined ; ſhe having frequently ſighed 


when ſhe looked at me. Whilſt ſhe was 


employed in folding up the things, I ap- 


proached her, under tome pretence, and 
ſlipped the note into her hand, telling 
her at the ſame time, if ſhe had the lealt 


The Chevalier D'Elbieux's 


' +was not dilguſted at it: T aſk but the ſame regard for virtue, as I believed ſhe had, 
favour at the hands of the publick. ſhe muſt carry that note immediately, 
Whilſt I was thus taken up with the as directed, and God would reward her. 
contemplation of my own dear ſelf, a I found I had no time to loſe; one 
mantua- maker came in. Come, Mits,* moment more had been too late: the 


that your meaſure may be taken: but Monſieur De G=— 1 Although, 


© your cloaths will be made to admira- 


tion. Mrs. Pagode has the beſt hand 
© in France for ſetting off an handſome 
woman.“ 'Thus far I had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion ; but the taking my mea- 
' ſore, and theſe expreſſions, opened my 
eyes; at once I ſaw clearly into the 


whole affair. O heavens!” ſaid I to 


after what had paſſed, I might reaſon- 


ably expect him, yet I was thunder- 
ſtruck at his appearance, and looked 
like death itſelf, * What a charming 
* creature !* cried he, not obſerving my 
perplexity; © I was not miſtaken: is 
there any thing can ſurpaſs this!“ He 
came up to me, and viewed me an all 
ſides, 
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ſices 3 (the others left the room at his 
comi..g in.) Well, my charmer, you 
© 116 not diſpleaſed with your condition, 
i hope? Is not themaiter's ſervice as 
good as the milize(s's ? But ail this is 
nothing in compariton of what is to 
come. The firſt moment I faw you, 
I pronounced you happy. Come, my 
pretty creature, why won't you talk 
with me? You are melancholy ; what 
is the matter? Do you fancy any 
thing you need only ſpeak. S me 
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It is yours.“ | 

Saying this, he took a fine diamond 
from his finger, and preſented it; but I 
thruſt it aſide. How great is the con- 
fuſion of à virtuous young woman in 
ſuch circumſtances! * Let me alone, 
© Sir, ſud I at laſt; © keep your pre- 
ſenis to yourſelf ; they are inſectious. 


much leſs an adventure of this ſort, 
God knows my heart, I never intend- 
ed to give the leaſt encouragement, '— 
How!” cried he very gravely; I 
have miſunderſtood you, certainly; or 
what is it vu mean? When I offered 
to provide tor you, did you not give 
your conſent ?*—" Not in the leait, 
Sir, anſwered J very ſmartly; I 
am unacquainted with your manner 
of expreiling things, and we did not 
underſtand one another) Why, 
what did you unideritand then?“ ſaid 
he, interrupting me. That you made 
© an offer of your friend&ip,” rephed 1, 
© which was doing me a great honour,” 
— But, nereitheleſs, continued he, 
you have brought yourſelf into 
© Ab, not at all, Sir, anſwered I in 
tears; you are tov much of a gentle- 
© man to uſe violence Io! laid 
he, interrupting me very calmly; * you 
don't know me, ſurciy; I love you 
too well to give you the lealt upeaſi- 
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better title, yet notbing would be ex- 
acted that is incompatible with your 
tranquillity. Dry up your tears, then, 
my lovely Jenny; reign ſole miſtreſs 
of yourſelf and me. Nobody {hail 
preſume to cuntroul you; indepen- 
dent of all about you, their oaly ftudy 
ſhall be to obey your orders. Pne 
return you may hereafter think fit to 
make for all this, lies entirety in your 
own breaſt, In the mean time, enjoy 
yourſelf in the endeziing reflection, 
that you are entirely at your own dif- 
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jewel? perhaps a ring? Accept of this; 


Little did I expect ſuch favours, and 


neſs; and though I thould have a tar 


COUNTRY MAID, 41 


 poſal. This apartment is yours, and 
* wiia'ever elle you can fancy ſhall be 
„provided without delay,” 

All this was lo far fiom allaying my 
appichenſions, that it only ſerved to in- 
crenſe them. © How unhappy am T!? 
cries I, © that you ſhould entertain ſo 
ill an opinion of me! Better far to be 
in my grave than accept of ſuch pre- 
* ſents. Good God! what obligations 
© muſe I lie under! None at all,” 
replied he: © I do not pretend to influ- 


as you ſhall judge proper. M word 
and honour ſhall be engaged; a ſecu- 
rity you ought to think me incapable 
of violatung. The liberty of ſceing 
you from time to time, and obliging 
you in every ching, is all J aſk; a ſuf- 
ficient recompence for the greateſt ſer- 
vices I am able to perform. A far- 
ther acquaintance will convince you 
that Jam 11 a different way of think 
ing from thoſe, who, full of the benre- 
fits they have conferred, fancy they 
have a right, on ſuch frivolous grounds, 
to tyrannize, and exact a ſervile com- 
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to demand. No, no, Jenpy; once 
Your nicenefs in this at- 
fair, far from giving the lealt diſguſt, 
* charms me infinitely, and rafts my 
© elteem to an equal pitch with my love; 
and whitilcever: my pallion. may be, 
© you. ſhall never have any +caſon-te 
complain. In order to conviice you 
of the truth of this, I ſheil leave you 
at preſent, and not even retu:u till 
© you think proper to ſend for me.“ 


no return. 


Saying this, he made a low bow, and 


retired. Where experience is want- 
ing, the appearances of thing? mult 
ca:ry it. The ſentiments he had ex- 
preſſed, were not unworthy of a man 
of nonour, and made a deep impret- 
fon, inſomuch that I was under a 
kird of concern for baving ſuipcted 
the virtue of Monheur De G—, I 


was not iu the wrong; his conduct in 


regard of me from that moment, de- 
monſtrated he was very capable of put- 
had laid down. I even w:ithid to have 
had it in my power to lecal the nate. 
Thele reſlections were followed be the 
emotions of ſelf- love: as I wag alone. I 


ting in practice the generous maxims lie 


conivltcd the glaſs vpon choſe beautics. 


I ud neard 10 Often extolled; 2 Sa- 
mined my leveral fea.ures, and tus ut 
It perceiving 


ence your affections; diſpoſe of them 


pliance to every thing they think fit 


more I give you my word, 1 look {or 
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would ſcruple to 
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perceiving of it, applauded my own 
charms ; the ſtuffs were rich, I tried 
their effect upon me. Were I in ſuch 
* cloaths,* ſaid I to myſelf, * and ſeen 
* by the marquis, I might not for the 
© future, perhaps, be ſo long without 
© hearing from him. But where 1s the 
harm, continued I, © in accepting of 
© theſe fine things? I am not obliged 
© to make any return. Monſieur De 
© G=— has given me his word—" 


I was going on in this train of thought, 


when the waiting-woman came in: ſhe 


was too fly not to diſcover the bent of 
my ſoul in thoſe moments. How, now, 
« pretty Jenny!” ſays ſhe; you have let 


© my maſter go away. He ſeemed much 
c diſturbed : ſure you would not ſay any 
© thing diſagreeable to him.'—* No, 
6 God forbid !* anſwered I; at firſt, 


_ © indeed, methought, he ſeemed to drive 


© at ſomething out of the way.'—* Hel' 
cried the waiting-woman, taking me up 
with an inſinuating air; alack ! you 


© know little of him: a very mode- 


© rate compliance will purchaſe pre- 
E ſents without end from him. Go, go, 
© he deſerves you ſheuld be a little more 
E complaiſant; few women in Paris 
© Very fine! 
© very fine, indeed !* cried out Madam 
De G „ho had been liſtening at 
the door, and that moment entered the 
room; * a pious exhortation, truly, 
© this ſame of yours to a young girl ! 
© Wicked wretch! I am glad I know 
© thee. Heavens! who would have 
© thought it, that I ſhould be fo 
© long impoſed upon by her hypocriſy ! 
© Be gone, vile diſſembler; be gone this 


© inſtant! fee my face no more; for 


depend upon it, if you do not leave 


© Paris before this time to-morrow, I 


© will confine you for life, -GoodGod!” 
continued the lady, throwing herſelf, 


quite fatigued as it were, into an eaſy 
chair, that ever I ſhould employ ſuch 


© a creature!* But the wretch did not 
ſtay to hear all this out, the firſt apoſtro- 
phe being ſufficient to pack her off: for 
my part, I was as much at a lols, as if I 
had been the criminal myſelf. 

The lady ſeemed to be in a profound 


meditation; but preſently recovering 


herlelf, and looking on me with all the 


goodneſs imaginable, * Your diſcretion: 
and prudence I ſhall never forget, 
ſaid ſhe; the note you ſent, was brought 


© me by a perſon whoſe conduct had a 
great appearance of virtue. Lay aſide 


© your tears in regard of my huſband ; 
© your modeſt behaviour will jncrca(c 
© his eſteem, and he will be the firſt man 
© toencourage you for having done your 
duty. I know him too well, to doubt 
© of what I ſay, Wretched ſervant ! 
«© you are likewiſe a promoter of theſe 
* diſorders. It is you put my huſband 
© on ſuch exploits: it is to ſuch bale 
© comphiers. with their maſters inelina- 
© tions, that we juſtly attribute ſo many 
© miſunderſtandings and . divorces. 
© Very genteel and pretty furniture, in 
© truth !* continued ſhe, looking on the 
table and the other things provided for 
me. Poor child!“ added ſhe, behold- 
ing my head-dreſs and paint; ſeducing 
© allurements, too often fatal to youth!” 
This detail ſhamed me very much; I 
ſnatched up a napkin, and immediately 
demoliſhed my patches and paint. Em- 
© brace me, my dear Jenny, faid the 
good lady, © I am charmed with your 
* virtuous indignation ! Now you are fit 
to appear. Call ſome of my ſervants, 
and order up the maſter or miſtreſs of 
the houſe. I would fain know who 
it belongs to, and in whoſe name 
theſe lodgings have been taken. 

The miſtreſs came herſelf. One of 
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thoſe who always fawn upon her com- 


pany, and pique themſelves on being the 
very pink of courteſy; our landlady was 
ſo to ſuch a degree, that it was impoſ- 
ſible to diſcourie with her on any other 
ſtrain, *Lord, Madam, do me the ho- 
© nour to believe Every word was ſo 
ſmoothed with compliments, that I am 
apt to think, when ſhe abuſed any one, 
it was under favour ; with ſubmiſſion ; 
&c, Her eyes languiſhed ſo much 
whilft ſhe ſpoke, that they were often in 
a manner cloſed up; at every word ſhe 
was ſure to moiſten her lips, and each 
phraſe was diſtinguiſhed by a ſmall ſpit- 
ting, being introduced by an affected 
hem, and ended in a moſt agreeable 
ſqueak, | 
This whining gentlewoman inform— 

ed us, that Monſieur De G hired 
the lodgings, and furniſhed them; that 
ſhe did not know my name, but the 
gentleman had aſſured her I was a mar- 
ried woman, and came to Paris in order 
to ſue for a ſeparate maintenance, my 
huſband ſquandering away his effects in 
continual debaucheries ; that he had 
received great recommendations in my 
behalf, being related to the beſt families 
in Bretaign, | 

The 


The ſtory is well enough contrived,” 
replied the lady; © but I can aſſure you 
© the gentleman has impoſed upon you 
it is all a fiction. Adieul' continued 
ſhe; „another time be more circum- 
© ſpe& who you take into your houſe. 
© A very little reflection would have 
convinced you, that if this lady was 
© ſo well recommended to Monſieur De 
© G——, he being a married man, the 
© ſtranger might have had an apartment 
© in his houſe; and you ate the more 
© inexculable in this affair, as you own 
Wwe are no ſtrangers to you.“ Saying 
this, ſhe locked up every thing ; we got 
into the coach, and returned home, 


Monſieur De GG — had been gone 


but a few minutes; he was acquainted 
with what had happened by a note 


which, as we found afterwards, the 


waiting-woman had fent: we were told 
he was gone into the country. 
Although this gentleman had been 
engaged in ſeveral intrigues, he was al- 
ways ſo circumfpect, and the regard he 
had for his lady fo particular, that he 
would not for the world give her the 
| leaſt uneaſineſs, or ſuffer any thing of 
this kind to become publick. 
no ſooner arrived at his feat, but he 
wrote to beg pardon for what was paſt, 
aſſuring her, the ſnould have no reaſon 
to complan: of his future conduct; and 
as a proof of his ſincerity, he was will- 
ing I ſhould be ſent home, The lady, 


whoſe goodneſs to me 1ncreaſed conti- 


nually, read me his letter, and her an- 
{wer to it. She told him, he was to blame 
in abſenting himſelf on ſuch a trifling 
- occaſion ; that no one can always com- 
mand their inclinations, and if his were 

never more out of the way, it would be 
very well; that ſhe herſelf had a parti- 
cular value for me, as I juſtly deſerved; 
that ſhe had no thoughts of ſending me 
away, being very ſecure in my difcre- 
tion. The letter concluded with re- 
peated aſſurances of the tendereſt affec- 
ton, | 

Did every wife behave in this manner, 
as often as the nuptial ſtate lies under a 
cloud, divorces would not be ſo much in 
vogue in theſe our days. 

J paſſed almoſt a year without hearing 
any thing of the marquis. Time and 
reflection had allayed that ardent paſſion 
ſo viſible in the beginning of theſe Me- 
moirs. Madame de G—— was ſo 
fond of me, as to make no diſtinction 


between her daughter and me; under 


. 
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the maſters who attended her, I had 
made ſome proficiency, and I ſung with 
ſo much judgment as to gain the ap- 
plauſe of all who viſited the lady, 
Mademoiſelle, her daughter, far from 
reſembling Mz«demoiſe}le D'Elbieux, 
loved me very tenderly, and was never 
ealy in my abſence. Monſieur De 
G——$ love-fit was become a paternal 
affection, of which he ſoon gave me very 
convincing proofs; but however com- 
mendable his intentions might be, I 
could look upon nothing which came 
from that quai ter with a very favourable 


eye. 


Several of the company who reſorted 
to the houſe made their addrefles to me; 
but the moſt importunate ſuitor was a 
certain Monſieur Gripart, farmer-gene- 
ral of the taxes, immenſely rich, and 
frightſully deformed. People may pre- 
tend that a young woman ought to be 
directed in her choice by reaſon, and not 
by fancy ; but, for my part, to deal in- 
genuoully, I could not think Monſieur 
Gripart any other than inſupportably 
diſagreeable. Nevertheleſs ſome regard 
was due to him, as he was really in ear- 
neſt. Madame De G aſſured me 
of it, and added, ſhe ſhould think her- 
ſelf very happy if ſhe could make it a 
match. I did not dare to enter on the 
ſubject of my diſlike to him; but was in 
hopes that my mean birth, and the diſ- 
advantages attending it, would prove a 
ſufficient obſtacle, without my appear- 
ing in the affair: but the misfortune 
was, Monſieur Gripart, who came from 
nothing himſelf, looked upon great ex- 
traction no more than a lucky hit, and 
conſequently did not feed upon fuch il- 
luſtrious chimeras. Conidering the 
great ſhare he had in ſome of my adven- 
tures, it will not be amiis to draw his 
picture. | 

He was of a middle ſtature; one half 
of his body, as well as his face, very 
different from the other. It 1s true, he 
was not hunch-backed, but was equally 
graceful; for when he ſtood as ſtraight 
as he could, one would imagine he was 
ſtooping to take ſomething up. The 
deſcription of his countenance will be 
no eaſy taſk; I never ſaw any thing 
like it. His head was an oval inverted, 
the top of the forehead making the 
point; his eyes inclined to each other in 
proportion as the figure diminiſhied, and 
conſequentiy their lower parts were as 
much at a diſtance; bis mouth was made 
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aichwiſe, but inſtead of being turned 
d.wawards, which 1s uſual enough, the 
vyper-lip and his noſtrils ſeemed to be 
hut one piece; and when he laughed, 
it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the one 
from the other: but both his lips, con- 
trary to what we generally ſee, turned 
inwards; ; and his noſe, proud of it's pre- 
eminence e, was puffed up very fiercely 
on all occaſions. 

His eyes were as big as thoſe of an 
ox, without any advantage in point of 
fight; their lids were ſo "fond of each 
other, that they never parted without 
tears, 

The left eve- bib was at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from the eye to which 
it belonged, and took in at leaſt one half 


of the forehead, being urns d upon it- 


cf; whereas the cther could ſcarce be 


Ciſtinguil! id from the right- eye. 


he height of his forehead muſt have 


been exceſſibe, had not the border of 


eye-brows, we juit now mentioned, 
formed an agreeable point of view. 
The baſhy peris ig, which Mopſieur 
Gripa't ufuaily wore, looked like a ſuit- 
able frame to fo frightful a picture. 
hiugallant,! inſt luchas !. leſcribehim, 
loved me to difiraRtion : not a day poſſed 
but he made me a viſit; which liberty, 
and that of diſcourſing with me at plea - 


ſure, he had taken up of his own ac- 


cord, Whilſt J was ignorant of his 
deſigns, the droll figure and Amend ie 
converſation of the man was an amnſe- 
ment. Tt WIS a con ſiderable i ne be- 
fore he made any declaration, and 11! 
then I could not believe a man of his 
mould capable cf love like other people: 
neverthelet-, perſonal deformity is no 
bar to virtue, wit, or love; and in- 
ſtances are not wanting where the moſt 


contemptible aſpect has deferved a cha- 
racter infinitely preferable to the merits _ 
of thote whoſe perſonal qual; fications 


have been altogether charming. 

At laſt he declared him! elf ta aking ; an 
opportunity wilt Madame de G 
was willing. He came up to me, as 1 
was at work, with fome diſorder in his 


countenance: Lay by that uſtlels raſk,” 
tajd ; © will you never be tired with 


© embroidering? e Why ſo?' anſwered 
I. Ah, ahl' continued he, I have 
* tymetihing to ſay to YOU of that conſe - 
© quence, as to deſerve all the attention 
© you are miltreſs of, 

Do you know, that for theſe eight 


© niviitis, ux days, and four hours, I 
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© have been in love with you? Yr; 
laugh, but this is not a tile to be 
jelted with, The deuce! a Grip2't X 
in love? why there never was luch a 
thing known in the family before; 

the whole race of ns, from father Ec 
ſon, always married without any uch 
thing as love in the caſe: I 2m the 
firſt that ever forſcited ſo noble a pre- 
rogative. Till row 1 never looked 
at a woman but through the wrong 
end of the perſpectiwe; the miracle 
was reſerved for you. That ever I 
ſhouid be in love! To ſpeak the 
truth, I could vot have believed it 
myſolf, had I not been convinced of 
it by my flecping ſo found ever ſince I 
came acquainted with you ; before 


being 0 taken up with getting monty; 
at preſent 1 Sat, lleep, and now and 
then ipend a penny: wondertul f- 
fects ol A * paſſion, eno n,. gh 10 Move 


Well, to convince you at once, I will 
tel; you more. You c: 2nnet but know 
that intereſt is ali in al; judge, 80 
© how much youengrols 31 my thoug! 

by what Lam going to iclate.. be 
other day a perton brought mea fur 0k 
money; it was no ſooner counted out 
but I locked it up in my dong: 2 box 
the man who paid the money waited 5 
an acquittance. No, I thank you; my 


I 


5 
11 
1 


quite forgot that piece of form, as 

- | : L T * ! f FT, * 
well as that 2 had recewedethe money. 
At laſt my debtor, whom J was ſend- 
ing away without any acknowledg- 
ment, told me, he ſuppoied [| was 
ton Huly to give him an acquittance. 


Cc Vat 
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& receipt!“ cried I; for What?“ — 


% You are diſpoſed to be merry, 8 Sir 


6 ſays he, © I perceive; it is for the 


ce * * 1 
money“ Oh! right,” ſaid I, 


& whenever you pay me the nine thou- 


„ fand hve hun''red livres, you ſhall 
{© have the diſcharge : at preſent I have 
„ bulteſs, and you muſt leave me.“ 
Saving this, I put him by the ſhoulders 
out of my clolet. The poor fellow, 
aſtoniſhed to ſce me in earneſt, and 
believing J intended to cheat him of 
© 1s money, bellowed- like a ſuckin 


c 


© calf. This odd behaviour awaked 
0 


me out of my dream; and after 
laughing very heartily at my abſence 


of mind, 1 gave him a receipt in form 


U and, 


that, I had not time to cat or ſleep, 


a rock ! What, are you rome trees | 


thoughts were lo buly about yon, I. 


acquittance } 2”... revlied I. 
% Why, 2 receipt, con itinued he. © A 
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© nd, that he might remember as long 


as ho lived 
e I ont only 
Whole mi! lung. 


that Gripart was in love, 
eſtowed e him a 
The man was fo ſur- 
c Wes that he never Paid to thank 
c : I warrant you, he tought him - 
C felt as happy as a pri. hee. 

Na doubt on't,' replied I, © with fo 
co ſiderable a ſum Pas Ves, nticed, 
conideravle. * with twelve 
pence muc a may be done. 
F ic _ vs Iwill give you the hiſtory 
of m 6 0 ay, with (uch a ſum I 
mac my fortune. | | 
tu ( my tove-affairz dence take 
ma, that is more to the purpoſe! 
Iioniieur Gripari emvellifhed his de- 


5 
added he; 


MK @ K © 


claration with all the oratory peculiar to 


a financier, mack of winch | cannot call 
to mind: what I rememler 1s, that he 
compared me to à large zum, the en- 
ple: ing et which was to be hie proper- 
ty; ang he conclided wün faying, he 
fore: 2 37 che ICE ald ie Enn GR 
uon king: through the nude: of bid- 
ders; but that he was reſolved to carry 
his point at the fale, and not be tuch a 
Tony, as to let the candle burn out be- 
fore he bid his | t price. ö 
In the Want: J learned that this 
extraorainiry lover's deſigns were car- 
-rTyins" oh with great \.earnedtneſs, - A 
waitinf-woman oo; Madam: Dc Gon, 
named Chriſtina, my bofoim-friend, 
overheard ſome difcourſe, of which I 
was the ſubject. Monſieur De A 
argued very ſtrongly in favour of the 
match, and his lady was entirely bent 
upon it, 

I was no ſooner avprized that the 
affair was concinded upon, but I gave 
myſelf up to a_frightfol diſquiet. I 
called to mind the beginning of that 
paſſion, once fo dear to me; 1 ray over 
all that eve the marquis had ſaid and 
vowed to me. Heavens!” cried I to 
mylelf, is it poſſible that he ſhould 


© forget all: and, in ſo long a time, never 


© once to let me hear from him? And 
© vet how much did I confide in it! 
Fatal credulity! Falle, deceitful man!” 
A torrent of tears e ee ; certainly 
none were ever ſhed with greater ſin- 
cerity. 

One morning, when ] was overwheim - 
ed with reflections of this nature, Chriſ- 
tina came dancing and jumping into 
my room. 
© for my good nevs?? 
eyes, hearing her come; but the marks 


* 


6 


Some of 


But, let us re- 


What will you give me 
T had wiped my 
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of my trouble were too freſh to be un- 
diſcovered at firſt fight, * What ails 
* you ?” faid the very compaſſionately; 
you have been crying; there is ſome- 
* thing troubles TI which is kept a 
© ſecret from me. You are very crols, 
© but J will come even with you, and 
will know the bottom of it very ſhort- 
iy. At preſent, let me tell you, your 
mother is in the houſe, and is juſt 
now coming up ſtairs.” 

This piece of news fo very unex- 
pected, ſurprized me much, and gave 
me great joy. 'To ſee a mother after fo 
long an abſence, what an endearing 
comfort! 1 flipped on a gown, and ran 
to throw mylelf into her arms. I met 
her, folded my arms about her neck; 
ſhe embraced me with great affection. 
What a happineſs! My fitter accom- 
panied her. 
moſt ardent marks of the tranſport I 
felt, and then conducted them to my 
chamber. Our diſcourſe, at firſt, through 
eagerneſs, was too confuſed to be un- 
derſtood. 
quainted with our family- affairs. My 
father was in good health, and on his 
way hither ; Colin had married my fitter 
out of mere ſpite: I was not a little 
pleaſed at this news for my ſiſter's lake; 
the young fellow had very good dilpo- 
fitions, and wherewithal to make ner 
very caly in her circumſtances. 

The ſteward, who elways ſhewed me 
much reſpect, hearing my parents wer 
come, ſent a break faſt to my e ; 
I exerted myſelf in doing the honours 
of the houſe, find! ng an infinite ſatisfac- 
tion in it. My ter ſtared at me with 
aſtoniſhment. * Lock, mamma, faid 
ſhe, “ ſhe is no longer our Jenny; this 
© 1s a fine lady, low ſhe is drefied! 
© what linen !* I had on a bed-gown, 


* 


nothing extraordinay; yet was much 


pleaſed with my being taking notice of. 
Vanity is always at hand, and for thofe 
who have left their home, there cannot 
be a greater pleaſure than to be ſeen 
again by their friends genteelly dreſſed; . 
but I intended to furpiize them far more 
in my beſt cloaths. 

Po you know, Jenny,“ ſaid my mo- 


ther after breakfaſt, what has brought 


© me hither? To ſee you married.” 
That word made me turn pale. To 
whom ?* not to Colin; there I was 
ſafe; I could think of nobody but Mon- 
heur Gripart. My mother faw the 
tiouble I was in. Is it joy or grief 
« that 


By turns I gave them the 


By degrees I became ac- 


1 


— 
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that moves you thus ?* ſaid ſhe. * You 
cannot, ſure, have ſo far forgot the 


heart upon any one?'—No, dear mo- 
ther, anſwered I, in great contuſion ; 
only I did not expect any ſuch tidings.” 
Well, then, I am the bearer of 
© them," continued ſhe, looking plea- 
ſantly again; I muſt tell you, that 
you are extremely bappy, after all 
that has paſſed, to have fallen into 
this lady's hands! She has left no- 
thing unſaid to your godmother in 
your praiſe; but her laſt letter has 
crowned the work. The counteſs ſent 
immediately for me, and ordered me 
© hither in all haſte, telling me, that 
— had provided a 
© huſband for you, who would heap 
wealth and honour upon the family, 


Sa a a © & a 


This is all I know of the matter,” 


| Juſt as my mother had done ſpeaking, 


2 footman came to let her know that 


Madame De G 


| muſt ſpeak with 
her, She went immediately, leaving 
my ſiſter with me. 


Aer ſentiments in regard to me were 
entirely altered: her joy at ſeeing me 

again, and the ſincere careſſes ſhe be- 
ſtowed upon me, baniſhed all reſentment 
of her former behaviour. Where there 
is a fund of gocd-nature, injuries are 


eaſily forgot. | EH 
I was not yet ſufficiently acquainted 


with her to make her my confidante, 


Nevertheleſs, as I had a ſtrong inclina- 
tion to know what had paſſed in my ab- 
ſence, I ventured to aſk how the family 
did at the caſtle. The counteſs,' an- 


ſwered ſhe, * is much the fame; ſhe 


© comes very ſhortly to Paris with her 


ſome time by Monſieur De F-—., 
As to the chevalier, nobody knows 
what is become of him; he is rarely 
ſeen, ever ſince that affair: it has 


K a „ 6 a © 


lated. 

Good God!“ continued ſhe, © how 
pleaſed was I, to hear you was ſo well 
placed! You acted in the diſereeteſt 
manner poſſible, not to return with 
Colin. Lord ! how you would have 
been pointed at in the village! To 
this hour, ſcarce four words are 
ſpoke, in which your name is not 
mentioned.“ 85 
Dear ſiſter, cried I, tell me on 
what grounds J am thus cenſured, and 


a 


education I gave you, as to ſet your 
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daughter, who has been courted for 


made much noile, and is variouſly re- 
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© then I will ſatisfy you how far th - 
© arejuſt,'—" You cannot be ignorant,” 
rephed ſhe, what one muſt expect in 
Dall ſuch little places; every®trifle is 


quence : neighbours are always upon 
the watch, as to what paſſes in the 
next houfe, fo that nothing eſcapes 
unobſerved; and if the true motive is 
not diſcovered, a much worſe is in- 
vented. The report is, that the mar- 


had laid a deſign for your being car- 
ried off, They add, that Monſieur 
Le Chevalier being likewiſe in love 
with you, guided by jealouſy, diſco. 
vered the plot. You are blamed for 
being the occaſion of the duel your 
two admirers fought, by giving them 
both encovragement at the ſame time, 
All which was the more readily beliey- 
ed, becauſe Mademoitelle D*'Elbieus 
was heard to ſay, that your coquetry 
8 the men was to her inſupporta- 
E. 
However, theſe ſurmiſes, through 
my mother's uſual diſcretion, began to 
lole ground: the inquiſitive were put 


you was gone to one of her aunts, 


ing home frightened out of his wits, 
and ſoundly thrafhed, ſpoiled all again, 


with you; he told every one how much 
he had endeavoured to bring you home, 
without being able to prevail; that 
your head was certainly turned, by 
liſtenipg to the nonſeniical diſcourſe 
of the fine gentlemen; that neverthe- 


the marquis's curſed valet de cham- 
bre had not interpoſed ; that the fel- 
low mult certainly deal with the devil, 
becauſe, notwithſtanding Colin's gun, 
and his companion Chriſtopher's cud- 
gel, they were hoth handled very 
roughly. | | 
« He was ſo enraged, in fine, that 
he talked more againſt you than any 
one, and ſaid he did not doubt but 
the marquis had you in ſome houſe in 
the neighbourhood, 
The ſame day that Colin came with 
this flory, the chevalier arrived. When 
he was informed of what had paſſed, 
he called for Colin, and was ſhut up 
with him a conſiderable time. We 
ſaw him go away foaming like a mad- 
| | 6 man; 
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magnified into an affair of conſe- 


quis, Mademoiſelle De Parc, and you, 


on the wrong ſcent, by her giving out 


This found credit: but Colin, com 


by the account he gave of his meeting _ 


leſs he hid compaſſed his deſign, if 


„ 
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* man; {wearing he would take up Co- 
* lin s <uarrel, and teach Dubois to a- 
* bule his tenants. | 

© As ior the marquis, he ſent con- 
ſtantly twice a week during your ab- 
ſence, to know if you had been found, 
As ſoon as he was able to go abroad, 
the chevalier diſappeared ; which gave 
room to a great deal of talk. For ſome 
time it has not been known what is be- 
come of him. wt | 

© Notwithſtanding thoſe reports, you 
are ſtill beloved by every one, except 
Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, who lets {lip 
ne opportunity of falling upon you. 
As ſoon as ſhe heard where you were, 
ſhe told ſeveral they mult expect to 
hear very ſhortly of ſome new adven- 
ture; that you are a ſly baggage, and 
are not at Paris fornothing, as the has 
good reaſon to f{uſpect.* 
© Good God ?* cried I, * what have 
I done to deſerve her hatred in this 
manner? - We know well enough, 
continued my ſiſter: * ſhe is ſecretly in 
© love with the marquis, and he is as 
c indifferent on his ſide, having no great 
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s opinion of her beauty. She has diſ- 


c covered that it is owing to you———" 
© To me! ſhe is much in the wrong!” 
replied I, overjoyed to put my ſiſter on 
the ſubject: I never could perceive 
there were any grounds to think the 
marquis fo fond of me as people ima- 
gine. From the time I left the caſtie, 
I have not ſo much as heard him men- 
tioned. Had he been ſo indifferent,” 
replied my ſiſter, very flily, he would 
© ſcarce have ſent ſo often to enquire 
© after „ou. But he Joſt his labour; 
for the counteſs expreſsly charged us 
not to give him any account of you, 
Whether he was acquainted with this 
order of her's I cannot tay ; but we 
have never heard any more of him 
ſince. It was ſaid, indeed, at the 
caſtle, that he reticed into another 
country ; I don't know the name of 
it; that his father had endeavoured by 
all poſſible means to bring him to 
court again, hut without ſucceſs; and 
that his phyſicians, by his own ditec- 
tions, had adviſed the country air, 
that he might avoid any farther 1m- 
portunities on that ſubject. 

This account revived ail my tender 
ſentiments for the marquis: a deep figh 
forced it's way. Ah, Jenny! I plain- 
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ly {ee you are in love with the mar- 
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© quis,' ſaid my ſiſter. © I cannot blame 
© you; his merit deſerves no leſs ; but 
© have a care how you indulge your 
«© paſſion the ſettlement now propoſed 
© will be in danger of miſcarrying. 
© Look to it; you cannot but ſee the 
© inequality between the marquis and 
© yourſelf ; on the other hand, you are 
© on the point of being married very 
© advantageouſly, unleſs your indiſcre- 
© tion in favour of the marquis overturns 
© the whole affair. — I thank you,” 
replied J, for this good advice, dic- 
© tated by a friendly heart; I ſhall en- 
deavour to put it in practice, and make 
a ſacrifice of myſelf,” This was fol- 
lowed by a torrent of tears, which mov- 
ed my filter very much. Here,” ſays 
ſhe, I cannot hear to ſee you in trouble; 
6 I deferred telling you I had a letter, 
© which, notwithſtanding the ſtrict in- 
junctions to the contrary, I ſhall ven- 
© ture to give you. Make yourſelf eaſy, 
then ; Mademoiſelle De Parc put it 
into my hands the night before we 
came from home: ſhe is ſtill fond of 
you; and, if I am not much miſtaken, 
has ſent very acceptable tidings. Du- 
bois often fees her, as I have diſcover- 
ed, though it is very privately, You 
will pardon my reſervedneſs, Jenny, 
when you reflect on theſe reaſons, 
and the hazard I am expoſed to in the 
affair,” oh „„ | 
I opened the letter with great preci- 
pitation: the addreſs was in a woman's 
hand; but, agreeable ſurprize ! within 
I diſcovered the marquis's writing. I 
bluſhed and trembled while I read as 
follows: e 


. 


ing Jenny? Will this mark 
of my tender love and fidelity ever 
come to your hands? Heavens ! what 
anguiſh and torture do I not ſuffer 
from the cruel uncertainty of your 
ſituation! Death itſelf cannot be com- 
pared with it! What has befallen 
you? Where are you? I would have 
gone to the farthelt corner of the earth, 
on the leaſt proſpe& of finding you; 
but ſomething tells me, IJ am not far 
from you. Still I live in hopes of a 
favourable hour: it muſt not be long 
in coming; my patience is at an end! 
J conjure you by all that is dear, 
it this comes ſafe, to let me heac 
from you. Nothing elſe can poſlibly 

| | © ſave 


8 WHERE are you, my charm- 
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4 find a life long fince devoted to you 


© alone. 


„Er e ht or L. V. 


NE, April =; Caſtle of L. V. 


T had ſcarce ane to 24 the letter, 


when my ſiſter, who ftood upon the 


watch, came running to tell me ſhe 
heard ſomebody on the ſtairs; I put up 
the letter very haſtily, and being ſent for 


by the lady, I went with a heavy heart, 


foreboding the ill news I expected to 
hear, 

am . Jenny,” ſaid the 
lady as ſoon as ſhe faw me, that I 


© have it in my power to make you 
.* amends for what, through a principle 


of virtue, you heretofore declined. 
The proof you then gave me of your 
diſcretion 1s not forgot; and from 
that time, Monſieur De G and I 
were determined on making your for- 
tune, A match is agreed on for you, 
the articles are draw n, and I ſent for 
your parents to rejoice with you on 
this occaſion. Monſieur Gripart is 
the perſon deſigned for you: his riches 
are very conſiderable, and are like to 
increaſe; he is much in love with you, 
and will make you happy ; he has al- 
ready ſettled twenty thouſand erowns 
upon you. Is not this a convincing 
proof, that Heaven, ſooner or later, 
rewards thoſe who walk in the nar- 
row paths of virtue? 

_ * You. make me no anſwer, 3 
That bluſh becomes you, and is a 
£ mark of your modeſty. Very true,” 
replied my mother; but that ought 


© not to hinder her from throwing her- 
ſelf at your feet, Madam, and thank- 
© ing you with the moſt profound ac- 


* knowledgments for all your favours,” 

I did fo immediatcly, kiſſing her hand. 

£ Riſe, my dear,” ſaid the, taking me 
in her arms; I look upon you as my 
own, and will be at the expence of 
the wedding, which ſhall be at our 
country-ſeat. My huſband is there 
already; his preſent conſiſts of ſome 
things you have ſeen before. As for 
« Mignonne,* meaning her own daugh- 


ter, * to whom you .are very dear, as 


© ſhe has not much to give, inſiſts upon 

© your accepting of her pearl necklace.” 
My mother, charmed with ſuch marks 
of affection, was at a Joſs how to ex. 
preſs her gratitude. Juſt at that inſtant 


the lady was informed that company 


was coming in., We retire to wy 


chamber, whither we were joll;w. 55 
ſeveral of the ſervants, to congratulate 
with us upon the good news, 1 having 
gained their affections by my ep 
behaviour, 


The day following, my father came: 


ſuch an alteration in his daughter was a 
creat ſurprize o him; my filter told me 
he even cried for joy. 

The Tueſday following, to which 
there were but three days, was appoint= 
ed for the wedding. It was not poſſible 
for me to prevent it. What reaſon 


could I alledge againſt it? A marriage 


that gratified the ambition and com- 
pleated the happineſs of our family: I 
heard nothing elle talked of; it was 
only at night I had an oppartunity to 
vent my ſighs and bewail my condi- 
tion. 

At laſt the fatal hour came. On the 
day before, Monſieur Gripart ſent me 


jewels to the value of twenty thouſand 


livres. The ſame day we had repaired 
to the caſtle of C „the place ap- 
pointed for our puptials. The news 
was ſpread in the neighbourhood, and 
drew a great concourſe of people from 
all parts, 


The morning following I was called | 


up at four, to be led, a melancholy 


victim, to the altar, They did me the 


honour, it is true, to attribute my un- 
eaſineſs to the fear and apprehenſion 
uſual with young women at the approach 
of marriage. Alas! my thoughts were 
far otherwiſe employed. 


Two days before this, I had ſtrug- 


gled very bard between the ſuggeſtions 


of love and decency. Love prompted 
me to acquaint the marquis with the 


intended eſpouſals: I knew how to di- 
rect to him; the thing was feaſible. © If 
© he really loves me in the manner he 
* expreſles,' thought I, and has thoſe 


honourable gels he ſeems to hint, 


c 

it would not be a difficult matter for 
© him to break off this fatal match; or, 
© ſhould his intentions be of a different 
kind, my new engagement would be 
© attended with leſs regret. 
other hand, decency diſclaimed any 
tuch conduct, too forward to become a 
young woman well educated : it was 
running after a huſband. * What a 
* diſgrace,” I thought, if I ſhould 
© att thus, and he be backward on his 
© part! I ſhould fink under ſuch a load 
- 


- 


of affliction.“ No ſooner did I reſolve 


one 


On the 
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one way, but immediately I found my- 


ſelf inclined to the other. Frightful is 


ſuch a yavering ſituation; and much I 
ity thoſe who are ſo unfortunate as to 
lie under a perplexity, without being 


— 


able to come to a determination. 


Nevertheleſs, they led me to church. 
Maſs being over, the uſual exhortation 
was made: the ceremony was already 
begun ; Monſieur Gripart had even pro- 
nounced the fatal © I will,” when, the 
prielt turning to me for my conſent, a 


Voice was heard from the bottom of the 


church, crying out, Hold, hold!” | 
The curate was at a ftand : every one 
Jooked back. A young woman made 
her way through the crowd, and com- 
ing up to the altar, defired to ſpeak with 
the prieſt in private. He took her into 
the veſtry, together with Madam De 
G and M. Gripart. I remained in 
my place, aſtoniſhed, and unable to di- 


vine the occaſion of ſuch an accident. 


In the mean time the people, ſur- 
prized at what had happened, crouded 
to the altar. Their eager and curious 
eyes were fixed on me. Some ſaid the 
bride was very handſome, and worthy 
of her good fortune; others ſaid, it was 
a pity any thing ſhould thwart it; a 
countryman cried, *Ne'er moin d, ſhe'll 
get a huſband for all this.“ | 

At lad the veſtry door opened; one 
of the church-wardens came to call me; 
I was no ſooner entered but the door 
was ſhutagain.  _ 

© Your wedding, Jenny, is put off 


for the preſent, faid Madame De 


G——, till ſuch time as M. Gripart 
© removes a difficulty made by a wo- 
© man, to whom, it ſeems, he former- 
© ly promiſed marriage. She lives in 
© the neighbourhov!), and hearing he 
© was on the point of eſpouſing you, 
* has put in her claim by this perſon. 
© It was ſomething late, indeed, and 
© might have been flighted, but it is 
better to wait till the parties have com- 
© promiſed the matter.” | 

I am extremely afflicted, Miſs, at 
4 what has happened,“ ſaid M. Gri- 
part. Youth has it's follies. I had 
« entirely forgot this promiſe; but this 
© delay will only make ſurer work of 
© it, as I am certain the perſon in quel- 
© tion will hear reaſon. No doubt of 
© it,” replied the young woman who had 
interrupted our nuptials ; * ſhe only in- 
* fits upon marrying ker, or nobody.“ 
— That's a little hard,” anſweres N, 
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Gripart; © but this is not a place to ar- 


* gue in; you ſhall go with me in my 
coach to her.“ He preſented her his 


hand, and making a low bow, retired. 
We returned to the caſtle; my fa- 
ther and mother very much down in the 
mouth. But my concern was to hide 
my joy, which ſeemed, I knew not why, 
to promile a deliverance from what I 10 
much dreaded. | 
But this did not laſt long: M. Gri- 
part returned the next morning very 
gay; he had remoyed the obſtacle, not- 
withſtanding his avarice, which was 


forced to give way on this occaſion. 


Money carries all before it. My ap- 
prehenſions returned; my father and 
mother were as much elated, The day 
was once more fixed for the wedding, 
and notbing remained that could poſſi- 
bly be any hindrance, | 
The evening before we were to be 
certainly married, we took the air on a 
high terrace; it looked upon a meadow, 
at the end of which, about forty paces 
diſtant, was the great road. The com- 
pany talked on feveral diverting ſub- 
jets, M. Gripart addreſſed me with 
his tedious courtſhip, As I was lean- 
ing in a melancholy poſture on the bal- 


luſtrade of the terrace, amuſing myſclf_ 


with the different objects that preſented 
themſelves, ſeveral horſes, followed by a 
pack of hounds, paſſed leiſurely along 
the road, This fight reminded me of 
what had happened in the foreſt of Fon- 
tainebleav, the dear moment that brought 
me firſt acquainted with the marquis. 
My eyes dwelt with pleaſure on the 
proſpect. I ſeemed to divine all that 
was to befal me. | 2 
A ſingle perſon, dreſſed in green 
trimmed with gold, came very gently 
croſs the meadow, in a bye path at the 
foot of the terrace; the horſe, as the 
reins lay upon his neck, taking the ad- 
vantage of his rider's Wee contem- 
plation, frequently ſtopped to graze. 
The gentieman, by his folded arms and 
head hanging down, ſeemed ro meditate 
oa ſome important affair. 2 
A ſituation ſo exactly reſembling my 
own, made me conſider him very atten- 
tively, My heart began to beat; in 
viewing his features as he drew nearer, 
methought I knew him,. Alas! it was 
the marquis himſelf; his image was too 
deeply engraven to be miſtaken, As 
he palled by the balluſtrade where T 
ſtood, he looked up and put off his hat. 
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This gave me a full view of him; I 
was no longer myſelf, but fhrieked out, 
being (ſuddenly taken ill. | | 
Every one ran to my aſſiſtance. As 
J did not faint away, my eyes were ne- 
ver off the dear object that cauſed my ten- 
der emotion. The marquis had ſtopped, 
| hearing me cry out ; and looking very 
earneſtly, Good God!“ he cried, * it 
© js ſhe.” Saying this, he clapped ſpurs 
to his horſe, and was out of fight in a 
moment. | | | | 
The company was too buſy about 
me to obſerve what paſſed. Morſieur 
Gripart and my father led me to a 
room, and laid me upon a couch. 
As my ſurprize was the effect of joy, 
it was not attended with any ill conſe- 
quences : I preſently recovered, and felt 
an unuſual tranquillity, Madame De 
G—— had enquired, when the marquis 
paſſed by, if any one knew that noble- 
man; for ſuch he appeared to be by his 
numerous retinue. My father's com- 
mon ſenſe convinced him at once he 
\_ ought to hold his tongue on this occa- 


fion ; but my mother, either through 


vanity, or an itch of talking, was not fo 
diſcreet. * Yes, indeed, we know him 
- © well enough, ſhe. cried; © it is the 
© Marquis of L. V. who brought our 
_ © bride the gratification { much talked 
£ of. O hol' replied the lady; * if 
'© that be the caſe, our wedding is like 
© to meet with another rub z I thought 
© our damſel did not change colour for 
© nothing.'—* Colour me no colours! 
cried my father in a pet; the marriage 
© ſhall go on: I'Il be bound, Madam, 
for the performance. If ut miſcatries, 
c the fault ſhall not be on her fide. Fhe 
marquis is no huſband for her. — I 
© am mightily pleaſed," replied Madame 
De G—, wich what you ſay; but 
I am at a loſs how to behave in caſe 
© he comes here: however, it is very 
© well Monſieur Gripart did not per- 
© ceive what happened. Let every one 
© be upon their guard, and not take any 
© notice of it when he is preſent,” I heard 
all this from the next room. 5 

It was not long before the lady was 


informed that a gentleman deſired to 


ſpeak with her. I eaſily gueſſed who, 
and from thence was much diſturbed, 
My father and mother immediately ob- 
ſerved my looks, which were preſently 
fixed on the ground. Monſieur Gri- 
part coming in at the delivery of the 
wellage, cried. out, He is welcome, 
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. poſture, 
£ ſerved,” ſays he, © to be the moſt for- 


and muſt honour us with his compan 


at ſupper. 


After a quarter of an hour's piſyais 


diſcourſe with the marquis, Madame De 


G fent for me, I entered the room 
in a ſort of agony. * Come hither, my 


* dear child, ſaid ſhe © employ the 


© ſway you have over this nobleman, to 
© affert your own right and the fortune 
offered to you. He oppoſes your mar- 
© riage, and proteſts he will leave no- 
© thing undone that may prevent it,” 
The marquis was on his knees before 
Madame De G=— ; but leaving her, 
he addreſſed himſelf to me in the ſame 
© Ah, Jenny! have I de. 


© lorn of mankind ?? 
How powerful is a lover in fuch a 
ſubmiſſive poſture! I aſked him, with 


tears in my eyes, What can you ex- 
« pect I ſhould do? I, that am not my 


© own miftreſs! In the name of good- 


© neſs, leave me,” I faid; be gone; 


© don't overwhelm a virtuous diſpoſition, 
too much ſhaken by your preſence.” 
— Muſt I go ? replied he. Ah, 
* Mis, is this the reception you afford 
© a perſon who adores you, and that 
© too, after ſo long an abſence? One, 
5 who lives but for you, from the firſt 
* moment he faw your face ? Does your 
© good fortune dazzle you, ungenerous 
as you are, and prevail upon you thus 
to ſacrifice me? I have wrote twenty 
letters to you; and what anſwers 
have I received! what a one was it 
you ſent me but yeſterday! that I 
* ſhould trouble you no more; that you 
© never loved me; and, as a proof of 
« it, would accept of the firſt match that 
© was propoſed ; that I ſhould never 
© know you abode, till your was ſecure 
© 1n the arms of a huſband— Ah 
© hold, Sir, I cried; © I don't deſerve 
any ſuch reproach: I never wrote to 
© you.'— You never wrote to me?! 
Cruel creature! I am not to be be- 
© hieved, then, without a proof of what 
I ſay! Heavens, this is a new inſult ! 
Can you think me capable of being 
© an impoſtor * But I muſt prove my 
© words; this letter, continued he, 


pulling one out, will juſtify me. Is this 


« the eſſay you make, after learning to 
write?“ Looking upon the paper, 
what ſhould I difcover but Mademoi- 
ſelle DElbieun's hand! Madame De 
G—— came to look upon it, and know - 


mg her writing, aſſured him of the 


truth. 


"at. 2 
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truth. © Ah, Madam!” ſaid he, you 
* reſtore me to life! Charming Jenny, 
© compleat what this lady has begun, 
© by promiſing me not to marry your 
© new admirer,'—* As if that, cried I, 
interrupting him, * depended on me! 
Is it not to you I owe all my afflic- 
© tion? Am ] to withſtand a father and 
a mother? Muſt Ifruftrate the good in- 
tentions of this lady? Heaven knows, 
how little either affection or intereſt 
influerces me in going to the altar.“ 
— Then you will go?” replied the 
marquis in a melancholy voice. You 
© are willing to compleat your nuptials 
© and end my life in the ſame inſtant ?* 
God forbid i* cried I, redoubling 
my tears; it is too dear, Heaven is my 
© witneſs, Alas! I love you but too 
well to enjoy any peace of mind ; 


Ga 6a. a 


match ? What reaſons would you have 
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—* Your love for me, my charmer!' 
anſwered the marquis. Ah 1 were 


c ſuch a declaration ſufficient, replied J, 


© with how much pleaſure could I make 
it !—< It is enough, it is enough, my 
charming Jenny, cried the marquis.— 
Pardon, Madam, my tranſports; your 
countenance tells me my fituation 
moves you to compaſſion, I have al- 
ready acquainted you with the puri- 
ty of my intentions; do you believe 
me? Will you perform your promile? 
Speak; you fee this lovely creature 
does not diſown her paſſion, Anſwer 
me ?* cried he, throwing himſelf again 
at her feet. Heavens! the heſitates: 
© what am I toexpe&t? Will nothing 
© leſs than the laſt drop of my biood 
prevail upon you?“ 

How much you perplex me, my 
© lord !* anſwered Madame De G 
after ſome pauſe, * By what means 
* can an affair, ſo far advanced, be 
© broke off? It is true, Monſicur Gri— 
© part is your inferior in point of birth, 
« nevertheleſs he is a perſon of ſome diſ- 
© tinction in the world. He is our 
friend; what colour, then, can we 
give to our refuſal ? On the other fide, 
jenny is truly dear to me. A thou- 
and things occur at once, Your ho- 
© nour nothing can ſurpaſs, I believe; 
your word, inviolable, without doubt; 
c nevertheleſs, you muit own, my lord 
marquis, that your father can never be 
# Hrought to approve of ſo unequul a 
match; lie bas already explained him- 
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nevertheleſs, how can I decline this 


me give for diſobeying my parents? 


R RK GG HG A.. . 6 M RM M GK A WMW A A A A A A GU ea 0% a RA & «K 


. 


51 
© ſelf on that ſubject, and would never 
forgive me, did he ſuſpect me capable 
* of giving the leaſt encouragement in 
© an affair of this nature. The moſt I 
can poſſibly do, is to fulfil the pro- 
© mile my compaſſion extorted in your 
© behalf: I will find means of defer- 
ring this wedding eight days longer, 
© during which time do your endeavour 
© to break it off, without drawing any 
© ſuſpicion on Jenny.“ Saying this, ſhe 
left the room; I was about to follow, 
bur the marquis ſtopped me. Fo 
Stay one moment, ſaid he with a 


ſorrowful diſtracted air, © unleſs you 
will ſee me dead at your feet. Can 


© you abandon me thus to deſpair ?*— 
© Good God?!” replied I, terrified at ſee- 
ing him in this condition, * what can I 
© do? What anſwer would you have 
* me make to the reaſons you juſt now | 
© heard alledged?'—* That you flight 
them all for my ſake,” ſaid he, and 
declare againſt this deteſted match.“ 
— How!' continued I, would you 
bring my character in queſtion with 
perſons to whom J am ſo much oblig- 
ed ?'— Far from it, cried he, your 
reputation is dearer to me than life 
itſelf; I would not, for the world, 
be the occaiion of your ruin, I 
am ready to marry you myſelf; re- 
ceive my plighted troth, my folemn 
vows; I call Heaven to witneſs I will 
marry none but you, This has all 
along been my deſign, and I only 
waited a favourable opportunity to 
convince you of it, I have a father, 
It is true; but if you will conſent to 
make me ſo happy, we may eaſily be 
married without his knowing of it, 
He is advanced in years, and cannot 
live long; though God forbid I ſhould 
deſire his death! I would ſooner die 
myſelf. Jam even unwilling to give 
him the leaſt uneaſineſs; and for that 
reaſon propoſe being married private- 
ly. If you love me * I do love 
you,” cried I, © alas! beyond what 
can be expreſſed, But, my lord, I 
will never conſent to ſuch a marriage 
to gain the world. I love you, again 
I repeat it. Do you atk a proof? I 
will diſobey my parents, if it eis ne- 
ceſſary: yes, continued I, redoubling 
my tears, © I will {et every one againſt 
me, hut that is all you mult expect.“ 
— What!" cried the marquis, with 


great emotion, ill you retu'e me? Po 


you luſpect my proteſtations? Can 
93 | you 
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you think me ſo perfidious a villain & 
—* No, no," replied I, interrupting him, 
© I have an entire confidence in you, 
and am fully convinced. what ho- 
nourable ſentiments you are pleaſcd 
to entertain in my regard, and by 
conquering the weakneſſes my pal- 
ſion inſpires. me with, will in ſome 
meaſure deſerve them. My honour 
is all J poſſeſs; in the name of good- 
nels, do not ſeek. it's ruin, nor tarniſh 
£ it by ſuch propoſals.“ I had no fooner 
ſaid this, but I ran away as faſt as poſ- 
ſible. Madame De G=—, who had 
never heard us, ftopped me. Come in- 
c to this room, ſays ſhe ; © I have ſome- 
_ * thing of the greateſt conſequence to 
« impart to you.” She locked the door 
upon us; and making me fit down, 
ſpoke in the following manner. 

I ſhall never forget the proofs you 
© have, in my hearing, juſt now given 
of your diſcretion, continued Ma- 
Game De G=——:; when we have 

more leiſure, I ſhall expreſs my ſatiſ- 
faction; in the mean time, let me ex- 
hort you never to ſwerve from fo fair 


rr 


your tender converlation, enjoyed the 
pleafore of a ſcene, wherein virtue 
triumphed over love, my eyes fixed 
on the paik, were ſtruck with the 
fight of {ſeveral people in motion; 
 altoniſhed to ſee ſtrangers paſſing 


ſelf at the window, ſo as not to be 
ſeen; judge of my ſurprize, when 


men, a livery belonging to one, 
whoſe name will make you tremble, 


opened them a door into the green- 
house. After this he diſcourſed awhile 
with a perſon in laced cloaths; TI 
tremble to think it muit be the Che. 

valier D'Elbieux: that wretch has 
certainly got intelligence where you 
are, and, hurried on 55 nis brutal? ap- 
petites, has ſome wicked deſign.— 
Ah, Madam !' cried J. trembling, 1 
am ruined unleſs you ſtand my friend! 
Your. conjectures are but too well 
grounded: what you ſay, reminds me 


-unzaſinels; it was with difficulty I put 
it cut of my head. Only laſt night, 
Madam, continued I, © as well as 


my door; I waked your chamber- 
s maid, but was obliged to ſpeak ptetty 
6 tlopd firſt, Upon this 4 voice, which 


1 V 


Aa path. Whilſt my ear, attentive to 


backwards and forward, I placed my- 
I obſerved among five or fix horſe- 


A park-keeper led the way, and 


of. ſomethjng that gave me no ſmall 


tear would let me, I heard a noile at 


— e 55. 


I am ſure I have heard before, ſaid, 
„% We mult retire.“ I was terriſied, 
* an crept cloſe to Iſabel; but ſhe o 
© laughed at my apprehenſion, {@ying, it 

© was only {ome of the ſervants . 
© had been at the alehouſe whilſt the 
« family was in bed, and hearingime 
* ſpeak, were afraid of being diſcover. 
© ed, But for all ſhe could ſay, I re, 
© mained very much frightened, till 
c fancying I heard the ſame noiſe.— 

« I eaſily imagine, replied Madame De 
, who heard me with great at- 
tention, * that there might have been 
overnight a deſign of carrying you off; 
* but the great company at ſupper, and 
who ſtaid very late, might oblige 
them to defer it. This is a trouble- 
ſome affair, and I am at a loſs how to 
diſappoint their enterprize: it is well 
the marquis is ſtill here; he is fully 
ſufficient to curb their iullence, and 
his intereſt in the affair will not ſuffer 
him to ſtand neuter.— Good God, 
Madam l' cried I, take care; he 
muſt not know that the chevalier is 
here, if it be he: be pleaſed to recol- 
lect what has already paſſed between 
thoſe two rivals, and the dire reſent- 
ment they bear to each other. —Hea- 
vens! what have J done, to deſerve ſo 
much cruelty at your hands!' This 
exclamation was attended with a flood 
of tears. But, continued I, alarmed at 
thedanger which ſurrounded me, * would 
it not be beſt for me to make my eſcape, 
© whilſt it is praQticable ??— Good 
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© God ! whither would you go, wy dear 


© child ?* cried Madame De G „ in- 
terrupting me. * Bejides, you cannot 
imagine but we are obſerved : never- 
© theleſs, I muſt approve of your pro- 
poſal, as it is the only expedient for 
preventing the intended miſchict ; as 
tor this village, it 1s not only incon- 
ſiderable, but cannot afford one man 
who will face any of the people 1 have 
ſeen. It is true, now I think on it, 
there is a place of ſecurity, not far 
off, where you would be welcome; 
but beſides the chevalier's fpizs, 1 ap- 
prehend the marquis himſelf will op- 
pole the execution of ſuch a deſignz 
he is far from ſatisfied in the ſitua- 
tion wherein you left him; he mult 
ſee and talk farther with you; lovers 
never think they have ſaid all: and, as 
if theſe obſtacles were not enough, 

Monſieur Gripart, my huſband, your 
relations, are all waiting for — 
That ſignifies nothing 8, Madam, cried 


I; 
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1; © tell me but the place, where you 
* {ag I ſhall be ſafe from theſe purſuits, 
1 will run any hazard to reach 1t,'— 
Fhe abbeſs of a monaltery about two 
© leagues from hence,” replied Madame 
De G=—, is my particular friend, 


£ and owes her fortune to me.*—* Dear. 


© Madam,* cried I, kifting her hands, 
© order ſomebody to conduct me thi- 
ther; every moment is precious; I 
tremble: do you acquaint Monſieur 
De G—— what has happened, whilſt 
J join the company, and put the beſt 
face I can on the matter. When you 
have contrived the means for my 
eſcape, upon the leaſt item, I will ſhp 
away, or feign an indiſpoſition, which 
will not be ſuſpected after my faint- 
ing-fit ; they will imagine I am in 
my chamber, and conſequently make 
no enquiry ; as for the reſt, I have 
been uſed to riding, and if a horſe be 


ſhall eafily join the perſon you appoint 
for my guide. — Ah! Jenny, Jen- 
ny l' cried Madame De, tak- 
ing me in her arms, * how ingenious is 
a avirtuous mind; your ſcheme is per- 
© fetly well concerted, and will, I 
hope, ſucceed. Depend upon it, you 
© will always find a mother in me; your 
virtue at once charms and intereits 
me in your behalf. — Indeed, Ma- 
dam, replied I with tears in my eyes, 
I will ſooner forfeit my lite than my 
reputation; but, alas! I am going to 
© loſe you, added I, crying very hearti- 
ly. No, no, Jenny, replied Madame 
De G , © I ſhall ever be a tender 
parent to you; I will come to fee you, 
© and when things are ſettled will bring 
£ you back. Dry up your tears, and 
; * us not loſe one moment. 

Madame De G embraced me, 
and we were on the point of leaving the 
room, when the dcor was thrown open 
on a ſudden, 
faſtened the door after him, looking up- 
on vs with diſtraction in his eyes. I 
© have heard all that has paſſed, Ma- 
© dam,” cried he, addreſſing himſelf to 
the lady; there is a deſign to rob me 
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* of Jenny, but you mult take my life 


© firſt, Alas! what have I done to de- 


£ ſerve ſuch treatment? Heavens! can- 


© not my wretched condition move your 
« pity ?* Saying this, he threw himſelf at 
the lady*s fect, and took me by the hand, 
aſſuring us both that I ſhould not go 


provided at the end of the village, 1 


It was the marquis; be 


away, let what would happen z and that 
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if we did not immediately promiſe as 
2 he would lay himſelf dead at our 
cet, | 
The apprehenſion for my lover's life 
the danger he would be expoſed to in 
meeting with the chevalier, who might 
every moment ſurprize us and open a 
tragical ſcene, emboldened me to act in 
a manner far different from my inclina- 
tions and uſual behaviour. * Riſe, my 
* lord,* faid I, looking ſtedfaſtly on 
him, with a diſſembled anger, © and if 
© you really love me If I love 
© you? Ungrateful creature!* replied 
the ſorrowful marquis; is this the firſt 
* time ? How well convinced ought you 
to be? What J have ſuffered—" 1 


* aſk it as a favour,* continued I in the 
ſame tone, that you would hear me 


without interruption; and fince I 
© may depend on your aZe&ion for a 


© punctual compliance with what I am 


going to propoſe, I ſhall look upon 
© ſuch a deferenceas a convincing proof 
of what you have ſo often vowedz 
otherwiſe you mult expect no return 
from me. Call reaſon to your aſſiſt- 
ance; without it, love 1s but folly. 
I ſhould be unworthy of the regard 
you expreſs for me, and what you 


ſeem to propoſe, did I blindly follow 
the dictates of your paſſion ; ſooner 


or later, you would be the firſt in 


making me repent my weakneſs, The 


intentions you have declared in this 
lady's preſence, leave me no room to 
doubt of your eſteem, the greatneſs cf 
which honour J am fully ſenſible of; 
but the more you debaſe yourſelf in 
my behalf, the more I ought to riſe 
above myſelf, She is no longer Jen. 


ny, the country laſs, who ſpeaks to 


honours this lady has conferred upon 


her, and elevated far above her 
birth; who reſerves herſelf for von 


by ſuch methods as you will one day 
approve of, and who, through a difhn- 
tereſtedneſs not very common, acri- 


fices to you a preſent eſtabliſhment | 


for an uncertain one to come; for 
who can aſſure me that you will not 
change your mind hereafter in regard 
of one who has nothing but her vir- 
tue to balance he wretchedneſs of her 
birth, I am engaged to Monſieur 
Gripart, and to-morrow I muſt re- 
ceive hun for a huſband; a monaſtery 


is the only means left me to ward off 
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prove how entirely Jam yours. Would 
you, therefore, by an unſeaſonable 
oppoſition, compleat a marriage which 
mult ſeparate us for ever? The cloiſter 
will be an honourable pretext ; and, 
by declaring a vocation of a long 
ſtanding to it, I may with credit break 
through the engagements I am under. 
© Can you be ſo unreaſonable as to op- 
pole a project, entirely formed to oblige 
< you alone? This, my lord, is what 
£ I had to ſay. I ſhall argue no longer: 
but I folemaly declare, continued I, 
in a very poſitive manner, if you will 
not agree to ſuch proper methods, and 
© retire from hence this very moment, 
I am reſolved to marry M. Gripart, 
and never {ce your face more,” | 

Saying this, I turned my head aſide, 
teit my tears ſhould betray me, The 
marquis roſe quite aſtoniſhed, ſeized my 
Rand, and bathed it with his tears. How 


Q 1% 


dangerous is a man beloved, when he 


appears in ſuch an attitude! A virtuous 
young woman ſhould never look on ſuch 


a ſpeQacle ; and it was happy for me 


that ſo reſpected a perſon as Madame 
De G—— was prelent;z otherwiſe, my 
heart would have ſoon recalled what my 
virtue had advanced. On ſuch occa- 
fions, flight is our compleateſt victory. 
I forced my way, and ſhut myſelf into a 
cloſet. The lady at laſt appeaſed the 
marquis, promiſing to ſend him an ac- 
count of me; and behaved ſo well to 


him, that after expreſſing himſelf in the 


moſt affectionate terms in my regard, 
he retired. My heart was attentive to 
all he ſaid, and ſhared his traniports. 
Ah, Love! if thou doſt afford ſome 


ſweets, thy pains are cruel! My lover 


was no ſooner gone, but all my reſolu- 
tion vaniſhed, TI ran over every ſylla- 
ble he had uttered, and the weakneſs I 
am going to acknowledge, 1s at leaſt a 
balance to the lofty airs I juit now af- 
ſumed; I have my choice, whether to 


_ divulge it or not, for no one can contra- 


dict me as to what paſſes in my own 
' breaſt; hitherto I have concealed it, but 
in entering upon theſe Memoirs I pro- 
felled ſincerity, and am reſolved to keep 
my-word ; beſides, it may perhaps be of 
ſome ſervice to young perſons of my 
own ſex, for whoſe benefit I witte thele 
Memoirs, to be let into the methods I 
was fo fortunate as to put in practice 
for curbing the vivacity of inclination 
à rock on which they are frequently 
caſt away, and which cannot be avoid- 
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ed, unleſs not only ſure guides in the 
paths of virtue be conſulted, but all 
occaſions are carefully ſhunned) of call. 
ing to mind ſuch deluding ideas. Ex- 
cuſe this digreſſion: thoſe who think it 
tedious, will do well to ſkip it; the book 
will be the ſooner read. 

As ſoon as Madame De G— was 
rid of the marquis ſhe went to her huſ- 
band: the account ſhe gave ſtartled him; 
he was of the ſame opinion, that it was 


highly neceſſary to remove me. A truſty. 


ſervant, according to his direction, car— 
ried ine that very evening, unperceived 


by any one, to the monaſtery of St, 


N, where I was courteoully re- 
ceived, Ep 
The continual diſquiets J had under. 
gone, harraſſed me too much to think of 
any ſupper. 
reſt, J was conducted to a neat litttle 


chamber, and preſently went to bed, 


abandoning myſelf wholly to grief. The 
greater part of the night I ſuffered cru- 
elly; the marqu:s, preſent to my ima- 
gination, ſeemed fill to lament himſelf 
at my feet: I comforted him in a lan- 


gvage, alas! far different from what I 


How happy would 


mentioned before. 


he have thought himſelf had he been 


by! I blamed myſelf for not giving him 
the tendereſt proofs of my affection, 
Thoſe who know what love is, will 
eaſily enter into my condition, and mult 


own ſuch a night to have been very 


frightful. The oppreſſion I laboured 


under at laſt gave place to a broken, 


terrifying ſleep, ariſing from my preſent 
circumſtances; I dreamed of nothing 
but rapes and duels. Methought the 
marquis, overpowered by the Faribus 
chevalier, with his laſt breath proteſts 
his love. O Heavens ! I am ſeized by 
the conqueror, 
lively, that I ſtarted out of my ſleep 
with a loud ſhriek. 

The tun was already above the ho- 
rizon, and ſhone into my cell; I caſt a 


melancholy look on the ſeveral objets 
which ſurrounded me: a large wooden 


crucifix, with a death's head at it's foot, 
made me ſhudder; a torrent of tears 
enſued. When the heart is oppreſſed, 
every thing affects ii; a devout reflection 
terrified me; I thought a crucified God, 
whoſe ſuſterings I there ſaw repreſent- 
ed, reproached me with my weakneſs. 
Alas! what could J addreſs to him but 
my tears: and they were very plentiful, 
I threw myſelf at the foot of the cru- 

calixy 


Being deſirous of going to 


This dream was o 
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cifix, I called upon God, and found my 
affliction abate. I thought he ſpoke, 
teaching me that patience of which he 
ſhewed himſelf fo perfect an example, 
Looking towards one end of my cham- 
ber, a picture of hell, wherein multi- 
tudes of devils were repreſented torment- 


ing the damned, ſtruck a terror into me; 


I turned away my eyes from ſo hideous 
a ſight. * Alas!” I thought, I fhall 
s one day fall a prey to theſe enemies 
© of mankind, if I continue thus to fol- 
© low the bent of my inclinations!* Our 


curate's exhortations came treſh into my 


mind; I prayed to God to have mercy 
on me. Nature mult yield when long 
aſſaulted; I grew faint, and threw myſelt 
into the bed-again, pulling the cloaths 
over me. I fhivered, and as often as 
the idea of my lover offered to reſume it's 
uſual ſway, I drove it from me with 
great earneſtneſs, looking from time to 
time on the crucifix, as a ſalutary an- 
tidote againſt ſuch a deluding poiſon. 
Part of the morning was ſpent in this 
manner, when my chamber-door open- 
ed, Ave! ſaid an ancient nun coming 
in; „dear Miſs, how have you reſted ? 
What, not up yet? Madame De 
© G—— is below in the abbets's par- 
© Jour, who has fent for you.'—* Good 
© God!” cried I, tranſported at ſuch 
' agreeable news, * how long has ſhe 


© been here? How does ſhe do? What 


© does ſhe ſay?* I aſked a thouſand 
queſtions at once. Put on your 
« cloaths,” replied the good nun, with- 
out giving me any anſwer; you will 
© know all by and bye; you are waited 
for: but be ſure you fay your prayers 
© before you leave your chamber; the 
* firſt duty of the day is to offer our 
* hearts to God. Somebody will come 
© for you in a quarter of an hour.“ Say- 
ing this ſhe lett me, counting her beads 
very devoutly. I jumped out of bed very 
haſtily, ſaying my prayers and dreſſing 
myſelf all at once, to fave time, expect - 
ing to hear of the marquis. How ſmall 
a matter dries up a fit of devotion, found- 
ed only on the ſally of a paſſion! Ma- 
dame De G——'s arrival replaced the 
marquis in my heart. But, my God, 
ſaid I, with an air of confidence, I 
* love thee with all my ſoul; and may 
© I not reſerve a little love for a man 
* whoſe intentions tend to nothing but 
* what is lawful?* I began to think 
myſelf not ſo very much to blame. 
My heart was buſied in regulating theſe 
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things ſuitably to it's inclinations, when 
another nun, whoſe beautiful counte- 
nance was exceedingly amiable, came 
into my chamber, telling me in a very 


engaging manner, ſhe was come for 


me. Good God!“ faid the, © you 
have been crying: I am concerned for 
you; I am apt to think you do not 
© reliſh a monaſtery. Alas! you are 
© not the only one.“ I looked earneſtly 
at her, finding a comfort in what ſhe 
ſad ; but ſhe caſt down her eyes, and 
ſeemed vexed with herſelf, for ſpeaking 
her mind fo freely, There are perſons, 
the firſt fight of whom gains our affec- 
tions; this handſome nun was one of 
that number. I embraced her with great 
tenderneſs, after which we went down 
Rune. © ; | | 
When I came into the abbeſs's par- 


Jour, I ran haſtily, without reflection, to 


Madame De G , who was at the 
erate, * Good morrow, my dear,” ſaid 
the good lady; but you ought firſt to 
© ſalute your worthy luperior: ſhe is of 


* 2 {weet diſpoſition; I have ſpoke to 


* her in your behalf, and the is willing 
* to take the charge of your education.” 


Struck with this harangue, which boded 


me no good, I turned to the abbeſs, and 
killed her hands; ſhe embraced me, bid- 


ding me not to cry—tor the tears fteod 


in my eyes. * She never was among 
religious people before,“ {aid the, © I 
6 perceive; ſhe is trightened, but uſe 
* will make it eafy.*—* Pardon me, 
Madam, I cried, thinking ſhe meant 
that I had no religion, I love God 


© with all my heart,'—" I don't doubt 


* it,* anſwered the abbels with a cough 
of a quarter long; I believe you are 
very devout "and very virtuous.— 
© She ts a very good gu], added Ma- 
dame De GG——; the air of a convent 
is not very agreeable at firtt, but 


© there are many things which require 


« patience and reflection; but more of 
© that another time.“ Saying this, ſhe 
winked upon me, as much as to fav— 
Stay till we are alone; I have a great 

« deal of news.” | > 
The abbeſs having mattered her 
congh, with plenty of mallows and 
liquoriſn to looten her huſky lungs, 
began to open again, and make a confi. 
dante of her old friend Madame De 
8 „concerning all the little animo- 
ſities on foot in the convent; ſhe gave 
her a long detail of the various humours 
and different intereſis among them. 
Wola 
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Would you believe, ſaid ſhe very 
vehemently, not thinking of her weak 
breaſt, that the director, our dear fa- 
© ther, who had always been my friend, 
that he ſhould behave with great 
coldneſs to me? Surprizing! The 
very firſt time I perceived it, I em- 
ployed Mother Gertrude, in whom I 
e an entire confidence, to find out 
the reaſon. Could you imagine, my 
dear lady, what I then diſcovered ? 
that he was grown very intimate with 
Mother St. Elizabeth; who, whilſt in 
the world, as well as here, you know, 
never loved me! Now judge whence 
the blow comes. Nevertheleſs, God 
is my witneſs, I made a ſacrifice of 
my reſentment, it being in my power, 
as abbeſs, (unworthy) to make her 
' ſenſible of it; inſtead of that,* conti- 
nued ſhe, growing warmer and thump- 
ing the board, I have promoted her to 
© the beſt offices in the community, even 
that of treaſurer; judge now, treaſur- 
© er! fo conſiderable, that in one point 
© ſhe may controul the abbeſs herſelf, 
* She is a very {ſerpent whom I have 
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© cheriſhed in my breaſt.“ That word 


was very diſtinct; paſſion uttered it, 
while charity was forgot: it is true, 
every invective was qualified with a 
God forgive me; but ſtill be is a very 
ſerpent was the burden of the ſong. 
4 To rob me of the friendſhip of our 
« director, our father, ſuch a father! he 
© that abſolves us, purifies us, and 
© conduQts us to heaven! Do you ap- 
© prehend the great conſequence ? Ah, 
Madam! I ſhall never be comforted.” 
This converſation, which from my 


longing to be alone with Madame De 


G——, became inſupportably tedious, 
was fortunately interrupted by a nun's 
coming in with her veil over her face 
at her entrance ſhe howed to the ground, 

and then kiſſed the abbeſs's hands, who 


very devoutly embraced her head, tell- 


ing her to put up her veil, for there 
were no men preſent. What would 
« vou have with me, dear mother?“ 


continued the abbeſs. The nun began 


to whiſper in her ear; but ſhe certainly 
thought we were deaf, for ſhe ſpoke to 
loud that I heard every word. Mighty 
© well,” replied the abbeſs, I am com- 


ing; do you ſtay for me on the ſtairs, 


Would you believe, ſaid ſhe, ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to Madame De G——, 


„het they are doing? there is another 
cabal on foot, I am told, three of the 
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© ancients, and the good father and d!. 
rector, are now plotting againſt me in 
* the Trinity parlour : there is 2 private 
© place from whence I can overhear 
* them, unleſs my continual coughing 


port me. Adieu; mum! you ſee the 


© conſequence,” Saying this, the ab. 


beſs retired, giving me a little pat as 
ſhe paſſed by, and muttering ſomething 
to herſelf, 


Come near, Jenny,” faid Madame 


De G 


„as loon as we were alone; 


© let us take this opportunity the abbeſs 


© has given us, to whom what I have 
* toſay to you mult be a profound ſe- 
cret; we ſhould be ruined, were it 
known you are the cauſe of what has 
happened laſt night. Reſolution is 
* requiſite, my dear; the news I bring 
© will not be very agreeable, but rather 


a a oa 


far from it.“ Here ſhe pauſed a while 


to recolle& herſelf, This melancholy 


prologue went to my heart, and ſcarce 


left me ſtrength to hear the new cataſ- 


. trophe, which ſhe related in the follow- 


ing words. 1 | 
* You had ſcarce left my houſe,” con- 
tinued Madame De G „ when M. 


Gripart came to me in a violent hurry, 
6 What 1s this I hear, Madam?“ ſaid 
he; I had like to have been finely 


& bubbled here; I chanced to overhear 
«© two footmen talking together in the 
park, otherwiſe my market would 
& have been made in a very notable 


& match truly! Would any one have 


c believed that ſhe could look ſo demure, 
ce and yet marry a hufband and retain 
& hergallant? I had pleaſed myſelf with 
te the thoughts of making her fortune; 
e but, thank my ſtars! I am very ealy 
« as to that particular: the only thing 
& which gives me any uneaſineſs is, Ma- 
e dam, that you, who know how much 
J am your friend, could fee me thus 


„ 1mpoſed upon, being no ſtranger, in 


ce all probability, to this country gi1l's 
© behaviour. Whoever thought it ſo 
c eaſy to gull me, were much miſtaken 
© for I would have the world know, that 
ce the Griparts were never taken in yet, 
„and what's more, never will; and 


«© whenever I am fool enough to com- 


© mit matrimony, I'll warrant before- 
hand the ſucceſs of my choice.“ 

A ſmall digreſſion muſt be excuſed ; 
for it would not be fair to let any of 
the heroes in this hiſtory make their 
exit, without communicating to the 5 

| | oy 


does ſpoil all; but Heaven will ſup. 
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der their various fortunes. As to this, 
he proved no prophet, for in a few 
years he married the noted Miſs Fanny 
— the ticket ſuffices. Her cunning 
was ſuch during M. Gripart's court- 
ſhip, that he never ſuſpected her virtue; 
and fortune was ſo favourable to her, 
that though ſhe was in keeping to the 
very wedding-day, he never diſcovered 
it; nay, it might always have remained 
a ſecret to him, if her ill, unguarded 
conduct, after marriage, had not extort- 
ed from him, notwithſtanding all his 
prevention in her favour, an acknow- 
ledgment of his wretched deſtiny, In 


his firſt tranſports, he raved like a mad- 


man; beat her, and confined her, as he 
ſaid, for life. However, his anger a- 
bated, and in leſs than a twelvemonth 
he brought his wife home again, but 
quite another woman; her confinement 
had afforded leiſure for proper reflections 
on her former behaviour, and ſhe is at 
this day a pattern to the belt of wives. 
Let us return to what Madame De 
6 was relating to me. In ſpite 
© of all I could ſay to M. Gripart,' 
continued ſhe, * he went out diſſatis fied, 
got into his chaiſe, and went away 
murmuring. My huſband in the mean 
time had put every body we had under 


precaution as to our houſe; chance 
diſpoſed of things otherwiſe; and it 
was ſaid, there was no foreſeeing the 
misfortune that was to happen. 
»The Marquis of L. V. was no 
ſooner retired, (which, notwithſtand- 
ing all I told him to the contrary, he 
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ing the ſervants by the Chevalier D' 
Elbieux knew his livery) than they 


ly enraged at it; imagining, that un- 
der the appearance of marrying you 
to M, Gripart, they intended to make 
his rival happy. With this prepoſ- 
ſeſſion he haſtily quitted his poſt, and 
entered the court of the caſtle, with 


furioully demanded the marquis; ard 
ſtriking a terror into thoſe he met, 
obliged them to ſhew him which way 
he went, The fright into which he 
put a ſhepherd, was the reaſon ef 
his being wrong directed as to the 
road your Jover took, and that he 
purſued the road M. Gripart had 
taken. The chevalier, who-went full 
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arms, to protect us in caſe of an at- 
tack; but it proved an unneceſſary 


did with ſo little precaution, pretend- 


acquainted their maſter, who was high- 


his attendants, ſword in hand. He 


« gallop, was not long before he came 
up with a valet de chambre belong« 
ing to the financier, who was follow- 
© ing his chaiſe at ſome diſtance. 

The chevalier began the trazedy, 
by fetching him down with one of his 
piſtols; after which, he purſued his 
way, Gripart, at the report of the 
piſtol, looked out of his chaiſe, and 
ſeeing his valet fall, thought they 
were attacked by thieves : he imme- 


through fear, fell on his knees in the 
midde of the road, with his purſe in 
his hand, begging ina ſuppliant man- 
ner for mercy and his lite. The 
Chevalier D*Elbieux in his fury rode 
over him, without the leaſt regar to 
his intreaties, thinking to find the 
marquis in the chaiſe. As ſoon as he 
got within reach, he diſcharged his 
piſto]; the ball went through the ve- 


to the laſt degree, when looking into 


he ſought for, but found himſelf miſ- 
taken, and his rival eſcaped. The 


over the unfortunate Gripart, now 
quite crippled : but he ran on his own 
ruin; the time of vengeance was come, 
Heaven was going to puniih him for 
all his wicked attempts. | | 
© The Marquis of L. V. who was 
returning very gentiy home, like a 
chagrined lover, awaked from his me- 
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* lancholy with the noiſe of piſtols, and 
© turned his horſe with precipitation to- 
6 


wards the place from whence it came. 
„O Heavens!” he cried, © Jenny is on 
© the road! Can this be any thing re- 
“% garding her? ſome freih enterprize!“ 
We are always ſolicitous for what is 
dear to us, and apt to recal to our 
minds the moſt tragical events. The 
marquis, ſtruck with this idea, enter- 
ed the road we have jut now men- 
tioned ful] ſpeed. He was too well 
acquainted with the Chevaller D'EI- 
bieux to miicexe him. An empty 
chaiſe, the praſants flying and im- 
ploring ſuccour, the jamentable out- 


laid en the gronnd'; all this ſeemed 
to intimate to him a ſecond rape. As 
to D'Elbieux he had the ſame opinion 
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diately got out of his vehicle, and, 


* hicle, and ſhattered the poſtilion's 
ſhoulder. D'Elbieux was jurprized 


the chaiſe, he did not meet with what 


way being narrow, he once more rode 


cries. of maimed Gripait, two men. 


of the marquis; he ſought him too 
earneſtly to avoid him: his eagerneſs 
to be reyen ed made him forget bis 
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« piſtol was diſcharged ; and he faced 
© his rival with it unloaded in his hand. 
« Thou ſhalt not eſcape, cries he, as 
© ſoon as he came up to him, = 
© the trigger in vain; © I will make 
tc thee know & ſecond time the Cheva- 
* lier D'Elbieux.“ The marquis, with- 
© out anſwering him, gave fire, and 
© lodged the whole charge in his body; 
© the ſhock of which was fo great, that 
© he diſmounted the chevalier from his 
© horſe, ** Receive the puniſhment due 
© to thy crimes!” ſays the marquis, 
£ alighting, and preſenting tne other 
* piſtol at his head; ** thou art a dead 
«6 man this inſtant, if thou doſt not tell 
« me where Jenny is, and what you 
44 have done with her.''—** I have not 
4 ſeen her,” replied the Chevalier D'El- 
© bijeux, in a low dejected voice. I 
4. confeſs, I had formed a deſign of 
taking her away this night, but hear- 
jag by chance you was at the caſtle, 
„ and ſuſpecting you might alſo intend 
« to ſecure her to yourfelf for ever, I 
4 quitted the place, where I lay con- 
4 cealed, in purſuit of you.” — “ Art 
44 thou lincere ?" cried the furious mar- 
< quis, fearing leſt he ſhould be im- 
poſed upon. Ves, truly,” replied 
© the wounded man; “ you have van- 
r quiſhed me, and may take your re- 


< venge: afford me but time to recol- 
4 lect myſelf, and to implore God's 


«© pardon for all my offences; my eyes 
«© are open, I ſee my errors, and I am 
44 in the utmoſt anguith for having com- 
% mitted them. Pray forget“ Here, 
© through the loſs of blood, the cheva- 


« ler's ſpeech failed him. The marquis, 


_ * whoſe ſentiments are generous, was 
moved to compaſſion; after ordering 
his ſervants to help him, and carry 
him to the caſtle, he left him, and 
came to me in the mean while, to ac- 


but judge, my dear Jenny, of the grief 
with which this fatal news has over- 
whelmed me! | x 

« Fly, Sir! fly!“ I cried, as foon as he 
had done ſpeaking; this is an affair 
4% of the utmoſt conſequence, and 1 
greatly fear leſt it plunge you into 
'« ſuch an abyſs, as perhaps we ſhall al- 
<« together find great difficulty inextii- 
« catingourfelves.” — Alas!” replied 
* the marquis, * the plain truth will 
% clear me; but I tremble to think of 
% my charming Jenny. If her azile, 
% where ſhe now 15, ſhould take air at 
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„ court, you may depend upon it ſhe 
* will be confined the remainder of, her 
« days, by virtue of a lettre decachet.”” 
© I anſwered, I am not uneaſy on that 
% head; meaſures have been ſo well ta- 
&« ken, there is but one man, and he I 
© can depend upon, who knows of her 
« retreat; beſides, that ſhe paſſes in the 
% convent where ſhe is for a relatien of 
* mine, who has thought of becoming 
%a nun, I have prevailed with her fa- 
ther and mother to ſay, that their 


„ daughter has abſented herſelf, and 


„ theyknew not what was become of her. 
«© Thus, you ſee, let them make what 
«« ſearch they pleaſe, it is impoſſible to 
% diſcover her. Now I begin again 
*« tolive!” ſays the marquis, kiſſing my 
hand. Go, get you gone,” ſays 1, 
“time is precious; perhaps they are 
even nov in ſearch of you : I will not 
*© have you ſtay to make me any anſwer. 
« As ſoon as you are ſecure from all 
& accidents, let me hear from you, and 


« will inform yau of what regards 


of COTS 
The marquis was ſcarce gone, when 
word came they were bringing in the 
Chevalier D'Elbieux. Motion had 
brought him to himſelf, My huf- 
band's furgeon, who never leaves 
him, on account of an apoplexy, of 
which he 1s in danger, has probed the 
wound; he thinks it dangerous, but 
ys however, he may get the better 
of it, | 
The valet de chambre belonging to 
M. Gripart was kHled, and his maſter 
is full of contuſions, he will not be 
able to ſtir theſe ſix months; the po- 
ſtilion lies dangerouſly il}: in ſhort, 
dear child, my houſe is become an hoſ- 
pital. As we are very much beloved 
upon our eſtate, we have deſired it 
might be a ſecret: it was not talked 
of this morning ; but I much appre- 
hend I ſhall hear diſmal news at my 
return, I ran bither in a hurry 10 
prepare you, leſt if it mould happen 
that this ſtory comes out, you may 
be upon your guard, not to let it be 
ſuſpected you were the cauſe of thee 
tragical events. You muſt affe a 
great deal of unconcern; without that 
you are loſt yourſelf, and will involve 
us all in the ſame fate. Such, Jen- 
ny, ſuch are the effects of your cruel 
charms. Iwiſh to God you had been 
leſs beautiful, you had then inſpired 
6 lels love! Had I hearkened to Ma- 
7 d + d&moilclls 


R a A «a a a K a a 


THE FOR TUNATE COUNTRY MAID; 


® Jemoiſclle D' Elbieux, we had avoided 
e a,great deal of chagrin l' 

This laſt ſtroke of Madame de G—"s 
Was a thouſand daggers in my heart; 
J was in ſuch a conſternation as to re- 


main motionleſs, without being able to 


utter one word: my tears, as well as 
voice, ſtuck in their paſſage; and I 
| ſhould have fainted away, had not a 
nun, who came in, ſupported me; it 
was her for whom I had conceived ſo 
great an affection; ſhe came from the 


ſuperior to make her excuſe for not re- 


turning. This amiable young woman, 
alarmed at the condition in which ſhe 
' ſaw me, took me in her arms, with a 
thouſand tender careſſes. Madame de 
 G——, moved with theſe marks of 
amity, recommended me to her care. 
Do not leave her, ſays ſhe, * ſhe is in 
© trouble; there is nobody more capa- 
© ble than yourſelf to give her conſola- 
6 tion. 
© nun, but ſhe had a reluctancy to it; 
© and this is the reaſon why ſhe is fo 
© much dejefted.'— Ah, my God! 


cried this charming voung woman, © why 


< will they render her ſo unhappy? Ah, 
Madam! have pity on the poor child.“ 


I can ſtay no longer, replied Ma- 


dame De G—; buſineſs calls me 
away, and I am waited for: aſſure 
© her, when ſhe comes to herſelf again, 
© that I ſhall always look on her as my 
© daughter, and that ſhe ſhall ſoon hear 
© from me. Saying this, ſhe went 
away. 5 | 
_ Notwithſtanding my fainting, I heard 
every word. My patroneſs was no 
ſooner gone, but I found myſelf ex- 
tremely out of order, DS 
Take courage, my child !* fays 


young Saint Agnes to me, (tor that was 
© I ſincerely pity 


the nun's name z) 
© you ;; endeavour to bear up, and let 
© us get to a convenient place: be not 
© dejected, pluck up a good heart, I 
© will ſet you an example; in me you 
£ ſhall find a true friend.“ With theſe 
words, ſhe gave me her arm, and con- 
ducted me to her chamber, where ſhe 
immediately obliged me to go to bed. 
J lay a long time without uttering one 
ſingle word, or making a..y other an- 
ſwer, but ſqueezing her moſt tenderly 
by the hand. Well,” ſays ſhe, * my 


good girl,” fitting down upon my bed, 
_ © how do you find yourſelf?'—“ Alas!“ 


replied I, burlting at length into tears, 


* how do I find myſelf? the unhappieſt 


Her father will have her be a 
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59 
of creatures! there is a fatal deſtiny 


« attends my actions; the moſt cruel 
© events ſucceed one after another. Cer- 


tainly,' ſays J, lifting my eyes to Hea- 


ven, * never wretch was overwhelined 
« with ſo many misfortunes !* 

If it be true, replied Saint Agnes, 
folding me in her arms, that the con- 
© ſoſation of thoſe who ſuffer depends 


upon their finding companions more 


© to be pitied than themſelves, you 
would ſoon be relieved. Behold, my 
dear child, behold in me, the moſt un- 
fortunate of perſons: were even your 
affl. tions greater than they are, they 
could not be compared to mine. You 
at lealt are at liberty, but I am doubly 
engaged: under this veil I carry a 
wounded heart, pierced with a thou- 
ſand darts; deplorable victim of ca- 
price, I drag on a life of wretched- 


able, as I am obliged by decency, 
honour, and the intereſt of my rela- 


do I ſay ? I have not yet had the com- 
fort of afriend, to whom I might un- 
boſom my ſecrets and my troubles, 
You are the only one to whom J have 
{aid ſo much, and for whom I have 


our misfortunes; make me your con- 
fidante; you are mine already; we 
ſhall reap equal benefit from our mu- 
tual aflitions. Shall it be ſo, my 


dear Jenny??—* Ah!” replied I with 
great ardency, * what comfort is it for 
o 


me, in my preſent condition, to find 
ſo much compaſſion in a place that is 
ſo difagreeable !'—* How kindly I take 
your ſentiments!' ſaid Saint Agnes; 
your averſion to the cloiſter is fo con- 
formable to mine, you deſerve, on 
that title alone, to be let into the ſe- 
cret of my affairs. I am going to 
lay open my heart to you; you thall 
judge how highly I value your friend = 


deliver myſelf entirely up to you: we 
have ſtill almoſt an hour to ourſelves 
without interruption; I am pei ſuad- 
ed my ſtory will in ſome mealure mi- 
tigate your ſuffer:;ngs. - 

« I ſhall touch but ſlightiy on my 
birth, although there was ſomething 
very particular in it, I am of Pont- 
a-Moutlon, in Lorrain, daughter of 
one of the pripcipal perſons of that 
town. My mother was extremely 
handiome, and married to a man 5 
| | H. 2. - :. * quality 
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neſs, by ſo much the more inſupport- 


tions, to ſtifle all reſentments, What 


fo tender a concern, Let us blend 


ſhip, ſince as ſoon as I know you, I 
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( 
4 eſtate not far from that place; ſhe was 


quality, who generally reſided at an 


five and twenty when I was born, 
and for ſome reaſons, which I ſhall 


mention hereafter, ſhe concealed her 


pregnancy, and was privately brought 


to bed. I was brought up under the 


notion of being a gardener's daughter 
who lived four or five leagues off, 
The fu & years of my childhood were 
ſpent in mean employments, ſuch as 


ſuited with the profeſſon of my a- 


dopted father. The jealouſy of my 


two fitters, as I took them to be, ren- 


dering me continually the object of 
their hatred, was the reaſon why, out 
of mere pity, they charged me with 
the care of tending the ſheep: the 
hardſhips with which I was conſtapt- 
ly oppreſſed, made this occupation 


very ſupportable, and I bleſſed my 


ſtars for the alteration, EE 
© The lord of the village where I 
lived was named M. Melicourt; he 
was counſellor in the parliament of 
M,, and he came down to his 
eſtate every year during the vacation, 
He had a fon who was in his ſtudies, 
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thither. This young; gentleman was 
very handſome, well ſhaped, and 


graver than thoſe of his age: inſtead. 
of employing himſelf in hunting or 


other paſtimes, he ſpent part of it in 


reading; hisonly recreation was walk- 
ing in the fields near the village in the_ 


cool of the evening. I met him al- 
moſt every day with a book in his 
hand; as often as he paſſed by me, and 
that was not ſeldom, he took off his 
hat. At that time I was near four- 
teen, lively, and liked young Meli- 


always looked down on the ground 


when we met, and ſhould have been 


mightily vexed to have been deprived 
of the pleaſure of ſeeing him. 


One day, when I had drove my 
ſheep near a warren a little way from 


Trele, (for that 1s the name of the 
village) I ſpied young Melicourt a- 


ſleep on the graſs, under a b:ech- 


tree: I was not ſorry for the occation 
my heart had long wiſhed for an op- 
portunity of gazing on him, without 
bringing my modeſty in queſtion, 
Though I was unacquainted with the 
effects of love, yet 1 plainly felt an 
inclination prevailing in my ſoul, and 
in ſpite of my low education, I had fo 


Notwithſtanding, TI I 
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much command over myſelf as not to 
give a looſe to it. - 
This favourable conjecture encou- 


raged me; I was all alone, he faſt 


aſleep. I advanced towards him ſtep 
by ſtep, ſtopping ſometimes for fear 
of waking him; in my hand I had a 
ſmall ſtick with which I moved the 


leaves to try if his ſleep was ſound, 


It was needleſs, for the youth gave me 
all the reaſon in the world to think he 
enjoyed a moſt profound repoſe. Thus 


encouraged, I drew very near him, my 


heart in my mouth for fear. Meli- 


court is of a brown complexion, charm- 
ing eyes, ſweet countenance, very fine 


hair, curled, and negligently tied up 
with a ribband; in the attitude in 
which he lay, his face was entirely 
ſeen, on which there ſat ſo much ſe- 
renity and comelineſs, that one could 
not behold it without delight. My ten- 
der heart was fo ſenſibly affected, that 
it's captivity was compleated by this 
raſh ſcrutiny. There lay on the ground 
a book, and it came into my head to 
ſecure it; my father, who was ſchool. 
maſter at Treſe, had taught me to 
read: I was curious to know what I 
could make of this book, After I 


had put it into my pocket, I propoſed 


to retire, Jeſt I ſhould be ſuſpected of 


the theft; but I had not force to move, 


ſome ſecret power witheld me. Fa- 
ta] curioſity to young perſons, which 
of ten entangles them againſt their will, 


If I retired a ſtep or two, it was only 
to return with greater eagerneſs, Me- 


licourt was a loadſtone, from which I 
could not ſeparate ; however, I was 


| withdrawing myſelf, on his ſtirring, 
as if he had been going to awake, 


when a waſp came and ſettled on his 


face. I ſtooped immediately, too much 


intereſted not to ſtretch out my arm 
and drive it off; but it was done fo 


© aukwardly, cr rather in ſuch great 


confuſion, that in endeavouring to re- 


move this dangerous inſect, I gave 


Melicourt a great flap on the face, 
He bounced up in a ſudden ſurprize, 
and muttered ſome words, which I 


did not underſtand, I was ſo frighten- 


ed. On my endeavouring to run a- 
way, he ſnatched hold of my gown, 
and with a ſmile that quite charmed 
my heart, “ Tell me,“ he ſaid, © my 


pretty maid, hat in the name of God 


cc have I done to you, that you ſhould. 
„% Giſturb my re t. — . Alas, Sir!“ an- 


6 ſwered 
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« ſwered I, all in amaze, „I aſk your 
& pardon; my intention was not to hurt 
« you: being in ſearch of a ſtrayed 
4c ſheep, I happened, in paſſing By, to ſee 


te a waſp juſt going to ſting you; I im- 


ce mediately ran up to prevent it, and the 
4c hurry I was in might occaſion the hurt 
« you complain of.” Whilſt I was 
© making, with a diſſembled innocence, 
© this apology, the youth examined me 
£ with all the attention imaginable, and 


© expreſſed a wonder that ſeemed to 


© flatter my vanity. When I had dope 
_ © ſpeaking, he would have thrown his 
© arms about my neck to thank me, as 
he called it, for the ſervice I had done 
© him. Covered with bluſhes, I avoid- 
© ed his intended kindneſs. * Dear 
4 creature!“ he cried, be not angry. 
c Can you be diſpleaſed with the ſallies 
c of my gratitude? Pr'ythee, ſtay! I 
ct will be more reſerved, if you think 

«© me to blame for yielding to the tranſ- 
4c ports your charms have raiſed in my 
« breaſt ; you are the firſt that has been 
4c able to inſpire them.” Taking me 
© by the hand, „Good God!“ ſaid he, 


& how handſome you are! the only one 


& to whom I ever taid fo much before, 


© becauſe you alone have appeared ſo 


66% in my eyes.“ | | 

I pretended not to underſtand this 
© diſcourſe. But I do aſſure you, my 
dear child, young as I was, I eaſily 
© comprehended it ſavoured too much of 
© flattery; and notwithſtanding my af- 
© fe&tion for this young man, I retired, 


&« Ah! do not run away,“ cried Meli- 


© court, endeavouring to ſtop me; ** the 
& ſun is not ſet, why will you deprive 
& me of the pleaſure of your company? 
© Crucl creature!” continued he, ſeeing 
me at ſome diftance, ** better for me 
& to have been ſtung by the waſp! the 
& (mart it would have cauſed had been 
e ſoon over; whereas the wound the 
« dart has made that came from your 
« eyes will never be healed.” 
While he was thus talking, I came 
up with my flock; Melicourt followed 
me at ſome diſtance; but whilſt I ſaw 
him coming one way, I went another, 
under pretence of keeping my flock 
together: he ſoon diſcovered my ro- 
guery, and ſtood (till with his arms 
acroſs, looking on me with an air that 
I believe had a great deal of meaning 
in it. I ſeemed not to mind him, and 
went on to the village; and often 
looking back, brought home an im- 
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preſhon that ſtill lives in my mind. 
You ſee what giddy girls expoſe them- 
ſelves to through curioſity. 

© I will not entertain you, my dear 
friend,“ continued the nun, with all 
the opportunities we had of meeting 
and converſing together. Young Me- 
licourt had a tender, honeſt heart, and 
J prepoſſeſſed in his favour, it was 
not long before I owned to him the 
progreſs he had made in my affec- 
tions; he was overjoyed at it, and in 
ſpite of my mean birth, he vowed to 
be mine for ever. Oh, what flattering 


the vacation was expired, and he muſt 
go away; bathed in tears, we bid each 
other farewel, without any other com- 
fort but the hopes of ſeeing each other 
again: for my part, though he pro- 
miſed a ſpeedy return, I was incon- 
ſolable for three months. I uttered 


my mournful ſorrow to my poor ſheep, 
I truſted none but them; but their 


pacifick ſilence did not eaſe my diſ- 
trated breaſt. 


© Returning home one evening, more 
fatigued with the pangs of my heart 


than with my day's work, I ſaw run- 


the ſeemed in a great hurry; and by 
the ſigns ſhe made, had earneſt buſi- 
neſs with me. I made haſte to meet 
her. So, Minette,“ ſays ſhe, (for 


they thought me ſly) © what will you 
& give me for my good news? Do not 


6 be ſurprized ; ſomebody is come you 


& will be glad to ſee.” At this I 
© could not help bluſhing; I immedi- 
© ately thought it was Melicourt ſhe 
meant, or (as a guilty conſcience 
© needs no acculer) that our amour was 


© diſcovered. I did not dare to aſk my 


« ſiſter any queſtions, ** Sure you have 
6“ very little curicſity,” ſays ſhe, and 
« embraced me, which was very unuſual 
© for her to do, “ Methinks, of late, 
you have been very indifferent as to 


cc 


I have a great mind not to tell you, 
«c 


that there is come a fine great lady in 


& coach to our houſe, who aſked for 


« mother, and went into a room all 


6 alone with her; nor, that being cu- 
rious, I contrived lily to hear all 
66 their converſation. Marry, I know 
it all! T won't tell you neither, that it 
« ſeems you are not our ſiſter, and that 
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ning towards me a daughter of the 
perſon who paſſed for my mother: 


that was the name I went by, becauſe 


« every thing. Well, to puniſh you, 


2 
—ͤ—ũPł ——— 
- 

- 


— * —— 
— Oe; 


o . - ve) 
2 X * : a - * 7 y — 
* 1 — >a — * 8 _ IS, n han 24 * — 
vi _—_— 2 P — eG l SA 
8 _ FT = 1 - * . 0 A —. * 2 * I _ * * "4 * * * — * 5 5-4 p — A 6 
Tai! 7 ; c n * — CE S x 
- > et hat 0 Geer our EE 7 oh 1 = — 2 —— * g >. 
2 > 1 CE a : — 3 Ta, . * —— 8 — * — * 
* . — T-25 — ** 2 0 * . 8 oF Weds m2 — : - - $4 
\ : 


ON pa — * — 
. 
2 
* 


, 
N n r 
2 1 I 

"w \ & E 


1 
n 


"I 
/+ 1,4: 


62 THE FORTUNATE 


the lady claims you as her own daugh- 
* ter.“ How now!” cried I, ftruck 
© with this diſcourſe, (which would not 
have ſurprized me ſo much, if I had 
© read as many romances then as I have 
© fincez) „what do you mean by all 
«« this? By pretending to keep me in 
4c jignorance, you tell me ſtrange things, 


% and which I can hardly believe: 1 


* know very well you want to laugh at 
d me; for what can I think of all this 
* ſtory?” . Vou may be in the right,” 


© anſwered my ſiſter very maliciouſly; 


* however, I ſuppole there is ſomething 
4 init, for I heard them telling money, 


. and they ſay people take care how 


they part with that.“ The girl had 
© ſcarce done talking, when up comes 
another of my ſiſters, with the ſame 

emotion, crying out to me to make 
4 hafte home, and leave her to tend the 
_ © ſheep, my mother having ordered it 
© fo. I obeyed, and came my ways. 
© I was ſcarce got in, when my mother, 
© or rather ſhe I looked upon to be ſuch, 
took off my handkerchief, and ſhewed 
* 2 mark that I had on my neck toa 
© fine lady there preſent, It is cer- 
44 tainly her,“ ſays the lady; “ not 
4 that I ſhould have doubted it though 


„ you had not ſhewn me this; her face 


& ſpeaks it.” Then directing her diſ- 
© courſe to me, My dear child, will 
* you come and live with me?” ſays ſhe, 
© ina very gracious manner; I have 


©. your mother's conſent. I'll take care 
© of yon, and it will bean eaſe to her, 


| —*& Your ladyſhip is mighty good,” 
replies the gardener's wife: “Mi- 
4 nette will go along with you with all 
„ her heart; ſhe is very tractable and 
& good natured. Your goodneſs will 
* excuſe her if ſhe does not anſwer as 
© the ſhould ; ſhe has not been uſed to 
* fine folks.” The lady, not much 
© minding what ſhe ſaid, got up and 
© whiſpered ſomething in her ear. I 
was ordered to go and put on my 
© holiday-gown in all haſte, not to make 
people ſtay for me. I obeyed, quite 
© qdejected, and could not reconcile what 
© my ſiſter had told me with what I had 
© jult heard. I burſt into tears as I was 
putting on my cloaths: © Alas! I 
* ſhall never ſee my dear ſhepherc 1”? 
* for fo I called Melicourt at our en- 
© dearing interviews: „he will forget 
d me, and I ſhall beundone. And what 
vill become of you, my poor, dear 
<« little ſheep z ſhall not I make much 
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c of you once before I gol” All theſe 
© little reflections increaſed my fears: 


© they recommended me to the lady and 
to my mother, being conſtried as the 


* 
effects of a tender heart, I embraced, 
© with the utmoſt affection, the parents 
© I was going to leave; it was a moving 
* fight, and I believe our grief was 
© mutual. | 8 

© I was no ſooner on the road, and 
alone with this ſtrange lady, but I 


ſiſter had ſaid to me. The man- 
ner in which I was treated did not 
agree with what ſhe had flattered me 
withal. The lady ſeemed very thought. 
ful and abſtracted; ſhe did not fo muell 
© as ſpeak to me, but ſeemed taken up 
© with ſome very ſerious matter. As 
«* ſimple as I was, I could not help ſay- 
ing to myſelf, “ Sure, if ſhe were my 
© mother, what ſhould hinder her, now 
« we are alone, from embracing me as 
“ a daughter?“ I was tempted twenty 
times, at all hazards, to throw myſelf 
about her neck. We had not gone 


coach-door, and in a familiar manner 


ſtedfaſtly on me all the reſt of the 
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often ſaying I was very pretty, | 
This brought us to the caftle, where 
we ali Sed. Ar 

man and the lady into an apartment, 
where they ſeemed to be expected to 


they ſat down to table. My ſupper was 
brought me to the fire-fide, where the 


| continually upon me. Notwithſtand- 
ing the perplexity J was in, there 
was a je-ne ſcai- quoi that encouraged 


Ra e 


looking at them in my turn; the lady 
© often crying, Let me tell you this 
« will be no flovenly girl when once 
c ſhe comes to have ſome good cloaths 
* on.” The gentleman was entirely 
© of her opinion : he made me ſtand up 
© to conſider my ſhape, and had the cu- 


* riolity even to look at the mark on my 


© neck. I was afhamed, and would 
© not let him. © There is no harm, 
„ Minette; you need not be ſo reſerved 
« to that gentleman,” ſays the lady, 
& whatever you are to others,” As 


© ſoon as ever he ſaw the mark, he ſeem- 


ed extremely {atisfied, and embraced 
op * 


began to revolve in my mind all my 


two leagues, before a very genteel 
man on horſeback rode up to the 


ſaluted the lady. He looked very 


journey; aſked me ſeveral queſtions, 
went with the gentle- 
ſupper; the cloth was ready laid, and 


lady had placed me: their eyes were 


me, and made me find a pleaſure in 
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t me with all the goodneſs imaginable, 


'« Allthis put me ſo much out of coun- 
ç tenance, that I could not ſwallow one 


© morſel, although intreaties were not 
« wanting. When they thought I had 
« ſupped, a waiting-woman, whom L 
heard them call Mrs. Bretigny, was 
© ordered to conduct me into a little cloſet 
« that joined to the room. She bid me go 
© to bed; and offered to help me to un- 
« dreſs, careſſing me very much. I did 
* whatever ſhe bid me. As ſoon as I got 
« jr,to a little bed that was prepared fer 
me, ſhe went out of the room, and ſhut 
a glaſs - door after me. 

© I was too much diſturbed with all 
I had ſeen that day, to fall aſleep im- 
mediately : I could not help thinking 
of what my liſter had told me, and had 
not forgot the very ſtratagem ſhe made 
uſe of to ſatisfy her curioſity. One 


than good; accordingly I got up as 
ſoftly as poſſible, in order to hearken. 
I juſt lifted up the corner of the ſilk- 


The gentleman and lady were ſtill at 
table: they ſpoke ſo low, I could not 
hear what they ſaid, but could eaſily 
ſee by their motions they were on ſome 
earneſt buſineſs. The waiting- woman 
had got into my place, and ſeemed to 
be of the conſultation, . 

Il began to deſpair of ſatisfying my 
© curiofity, and was going to bed, when 
© the lady unexpectedly raiſed her voice. 
« After all, my friend,“ lays ſhe, 
% what riſk do we run, and where is 
46 the great harm for people to know, 
« that inſtead of being in the iflands, 
« where you were ſuppoſed to be, you 
« jay hid all the while ſomewhere near 
« my houſe? My reputation won't ſuf- 
« fer by that; the concealing my preg- 
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* nancy and this child, the world will 


* know, was to favour your tuppoſed 
« abſence; but ſince your affair, thank 
«© God, is made up, I ce no reaſon 
* why we ſhould not own this cid,” 
>» Bleſs me, Madam!” replied my fa- 
ther, (for I could not doubt but it was 
* him;) „ befides giving the public a 
handle to talk, you fall into ancther 
« difficulty you do not think of; your 
© eldeſt daughter is married to one of 
* the moſt ſelfiſh men in France: what 
will he ſay when you declare tbe 
birth of Minette, though you let 
him, as you certainly mult, into the 


is more inclined to follow bad example 


curtain Nat was over the glaſs- door. 
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©« whole ſecret of this adventure? He 
e will not believe a word on't, and will 
« Jook upon the child as ſuppoſititious, 
“ on purpoſe to be a joint-heireſs with 
& his wife; he will proſecute you: the 
& world is malicious, and the court will 
* he apprized of my non-compliance. 
© You know very well when I had the 


+6 misfortune to kill the Count of D 
in a duel, his family was prevailed 


C upon to have the proceedings againſt 
«© me ſtopped, on condition that I de- 


„ parted the kingdom, the contrary of 


© which we mult prove, and conſe- 


© quently will make me liable to a 


& freſh indictment. The repealing my 
© baniſhment (which is now brought 
„ about by the death of him that was 
© my greateſt enemy in the affair) de- 
„ pends, as to it's validity, upon my 


having performed the conditions im- 
Only reflect that this 


& poſed on me. 
„vill ſpoil all, and, in order to prove 
6 the birth of this child, which your 


© ſon-in-law will aſſuredly oppoſe, for 
* the reaſons I have juſt now affigned, 
«© you mult make it appear, I repeat it 


© again, that J Raid in the kingdom, 
and did not comply with the preciſe 
« orders of the court. "Theſe are my 
* motives,” added my father; “ can 
„ you, on your ſide, aftign betier?” — 
My mother would not give it up. 
The meaning of all this is,“ ſays the 


in a great paſſion, that this poor in- 


e fant, who is your lawful daughter, 


© mult be deprived of her birth- right, 


«© to which ſhe will one day be fo juſtly 
« intitled, and throughout her whole 
& life will remain unacquainted with 


e thecondition to which ſhe was born.“ 


—*&< I allow,” fays my father, © her 
„ ſituation is very unhappy. Times 
„% may alter; but, at preſent, how 
& can we reconcile theſe matters? — 
There is no great difficulty in that,“ 
cried the waiting-woman, interrupting 
© them, who not being ſenſible of the 
© force of maternal affection, could not 
© be expected lo naturally to conſult my 
© intereſts: © Miſs is young; ſhe takes 
« herſelf to be far different from what 


„ the really is; clap ber into a convent, 


% and make a nun of her; truly, the 
© may think herteif well off ſo. When 
eis profeſted, let her know that ſhe 
„is your daughter; nay, you may 
«© publiſh it, if you pleaſe. Pray, what 
can your ſon-in-law object to that??? 
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© The advice is not amiſs" anſwer- 
© ed my mother; * I will think of it.“ 
My father ſaid not a word; but it was 
© ealy to know, by the manner in which 
© he fat muſing, he did not much like 
the ſcheme. Silence enſued; and, 
© thinking all was over, I returned to 
© my bed, where I dropped aſleep in 
© the midft of a thouſand perplexing 
© thoughts, Tt | 
© Early next morning Mademoiſelle 


© Bretigny came to call me; ſhe tried 


© on ſeveral gowns that had been my 
© ſiſter's; ſome of them fitted very well. 
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* Pr'ythee, take her away,” ſays my 


<E I was dreſſed in an inſtant ſuitable to 


my birth; and from thence I went 


© into my mother's chamber. Mi- 
4% nette,“ ſays ſhe, calling me to her 
© bed-ſide, © hearken well to what I am 
going to ſav. Your mother was 
v« formerly my ſervant. I love her, and 


4 for that reaſon I promiſed to take one 
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of her daughters. I have pitched up- 
on you, becauſe I liked you: my in- 
tention is to place you in a monaſtery 
for education; you are old enough, 
and have ſenſe to know what is for 
your good. If they knew you was 
but a country girl, they might not 
© ſhew you all that regard I deſire, in 
cc 
« you: if itſhould happen you have a 
mind to be a nun, they would not 
ad mit you on account of your birth; 
therefore it is now come into my 
head to make you paſs for my niece 
tc juſt come ſrom Provence. I have bid 
% Bretigny inſtruct you to this purpoſe; 
« ſhe ſhall go with you this very day 
4 to M,, where you ſhall »have 
cloaths made; then you ſhall come 
to me again, where you ſhall ſtay till 
you have got rid of your faſhions, 
that you may enter the convent with- 
out diſgracing the name you bear.“ 
« Whilſt my mother was thus talking 
© to me, I looked at her very earneſtly ; 
E could not help being moved: my 
© father was gone, and left me alone 
with her. I burſt into a flood of 
tears. There is no getting the better of 
natur, it will recur on all occaſions; 
my mother was an inſtance of it; ſhe 
could not contain herſelf, but careſſed 
me with the utmoſt attention: unleſs 
Bretigny had come in, ſhe would have 
betrayed all, © What are you about, 
r M.dam ?* ſays the waiting- woman, 
© as ſhe entered the room; ** there 
©. wants nothing here but my maſter,” 
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the houſe where I am going to place 
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„ herd himſelf! 


„ joy! 


* 


mother,“ I cannot bear it any longer.“ 
At theſe words my tears redoubled; 
and now I began to act the part of a 
© daughter, by ſhewing my obedience: 
© Bretigny taking me by the hand, put 


me into a chaiſe, and we went away. 


© In vain did ſhe try to make me 


© ſpeak, my heart was too full; I ſcarce 


© could get down one mouthful at din- 
© ner, That night we got to Mm, 
© The firſt thing ſhe did at the inn, was 
© to ſend for the tradeſmen, to beſpeak 
© what was neceſſary for me, which 
o 

. 


they promiſed ſhould be ready in two 


days. „„ 
The next morning Bretigny having 
a great deal of buſineſs, went out in 
the town, but took care to lock me 
into my room; I went to the window 
quite taken up with all that had hap- 
pened; Melicourt was not forgot. I 


of our amour, when I caſt my eyes on 
a young man, who paſſed under the 
window; I thought I ſhould know 
him, I looked again: gueſs my aſto- 
© niſhment, when I ſaw it was my ſhep. 
Clapping my hands 
* for joy, I called out to him: he look- 


* edup, and notwithſtanding the altera- 


© tion of my cloaths, knew me again. 
« Bleſs me,” cries he, it is Minette!“ 


© Heſtaidonly to ſay that, and came run- 


© ning to the chamber- door. Mi- 
6 nette, Minette!“ ſays he, through 
© the key- hole; „ let in your unfortu- 
© nate ſnepherd. What tranſports! what 
Who could have dreamed of 
«© youhere! Is it on my account? How 
comes it you are no longer a ſhep- 
6“ herdeſs? Open the door quickly.” 
© The poor boy aſked me a hundred 
© queſtions at a time. I let him know 


I was locked in; that I had a thou- 


ſand things to ſay, but that it was 
impoſſible for me to ſpeak to him 
through the door, when every moment 
we were liable to be ſurprized, He 
aſked me how I came to be locked 
up; 1 fatisfied him as well as 1 
could, We agreed in- a hurry, that 
he ſhould lie hid in ſome part of the 
houſe, and thatas ſoon as Bretignycame 
in, I was to endeavour to get looſe, 
and come and talk, with him. He 
went away, but promiſed me that, 
notwithſtanding his ſchool-hours, to 
which he was {ill unfortunately con- 


* fined, he would not quit the houſe till 
| | 6 
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was juſt then muſing on the beginning 


he 
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© he had aſſured me ot the ſincerity of 
© hiwpaſſion : we agreed upon a ſignal, 
© and asjt was a publick-houſe, he took 
the opportunity of calling for a break- 
© fait. 

© If he had ſtayed a moment longer 

© Bretigny had caught him. The plea- 
© ſure I had conceived at the ſight of my 
© lover, was eaſily ſeen in my counte- 
© nance; ſhe immediately took. notice 
of it. There's my good girl,“ 
© cried ſhe, and embraced me; 1 love 
« to ſee you fo pleaſant and gay, it 
© makes you as pretty again!” with a 
great deal more of the ſame kind. I 
b anſwered her very chearfully, as there 
is nothing like a contented mind. 
Bretigny was ſoon called away about 
buſineſs, of which ſhe had a great 
deal upon her hands. Love is very 
inſtructive: in order to compaſs my 
deſign, I ſauntered from one room to 
another, backwards and forwards, as 
if I did not know what to do with 
myſelf, 
The deceit paſſed, and Bretigny 
did not obſerve me: as ſoon as I {aw 
the coaſt clear, I gave the ſignal to 
Melicourt, who watched me; he came 
© inſtantly to the foot of the Rairs ; 11 
« pointed with my finger to a room, be 
* ſtepped into it, and it was not long 
© before I joined him. 

I am apprehenſive, fair lady,” ſays 
the nun, fixing her eyes upon me, leſt 
© I ſhould give you a bad opinion of 
© me. Do not you think it a little too 
bold in me, to have taken theſe ſteps 
at the age I then was? but love and 

my want of education may ſerve to 
excuſe me; I thought there could be 
no harm in this meeting. As ſoon as 
Melicourt ſaw me, he threw bimſelf 
at my feet, I will not repeat our 
converſation; it was very affectionate: 
an account of all that had happened to 
me, my birth, the private project of 
my parents, nothing was forgot; I 
loved too much to hide any thing 
from my ſhepherd, * The altera- 
« tion,” ſays he, © that has happened 
* in your affairs, charming Minette, 
does not in the leaſt augment the re- 
ſpect I have for you, Your eleva- 
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* it claſhes with the purity of my in- would take ſuch a turn as to make me j 
* tentions: I delighted-myſelf with the * happy with my ſhepherd, I dwelt | 
* thoughts of one day making my with ſuch pleaſure on theſe ideas, | 
© ſhepherdeſs's fortune; and may I de- it was all my comfort: nothing flatters 


pen; Upos her "ones her ſhepherd as 
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tion is ſo far from pleaſing me, that 
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“ well as ſhe did before?“ I encou- 
© raged him as well as I could; it was 
© love that ſpoke, always eloquent: but 
© when Melicourt heard where I was 

going, and the deſigns they had 


© againſt me, he burſt into forrowful 


complaints. Alas! how wretched 


© am TI,” ſays he, “ not to be my own 


„ maſter! I would fruſtrate all. theſe 


proccedings. Muſt you go, then, 
6 dear Minette? ſhall J never ſee you 
again? muſt J loſe you for ever?“ In 
5 pronouncing theſe words, he cried 
* moſt bitterly. “ Alas!“ anſwered IJ, 
* Pierced to the ſoul, “ J cannot ceaſe 
“loving you. Young, and obliged to 


* ſilence, dependent of all the world, 


* tears and ſorrow is all I have to do 
fend myſelf with.” This mournful 
* entertainment was interrupted by Bre- 
© tigny's calling me, I had forgot my 
© ſelf; leaving "him in haſte, I had but 

© juſt time to ſqueeze poor M-licourt's 
* hand, and came in with great preci- 

* pitation wiping my eyes. You 
© have been crying,” ſays the waiting- 
woman; „ that is not. well done; 
& you ſhall not be left alone again in 


* haſte: come near the fire, and let us 
„ {ee no more on't. I'll hear how you 


«© can read; that will paſs away the time 


agreeably.“ She gave me the Lives 
of the Saints, to prepare me betimes 


for the life I lead at prefent ; (it hap- 
pened to be the Lite of St. Agnes.) 
I read it aloud; but (from my heart's 
being taken up another way) all this 
martyr ſaid, with a tender devotion 
I appropriated to the preſent diſpoſi- 
tion of my ſoul, The reading had 
ſuch an effect upon my mind, that I 
began again to ſhed tears in ach abun- 
dance I could not go on. 


* Bretigny took things quite in ano- 


ther light; ſhe ſaid ſhe was glad to 
ſee J had 10 much religion; and took 
occaſion of making me a fine exhorta- 
tion on the ſubject: as ſoon as this 
ſermon was over we went to ſupper, 
and I waited impatiently for bed- time. 


called to mind all Melicourt had ſaid 
to me; the more I thought of him, 
the greater averſion I had to 2 Monas 
ſtery. I could net but with things 


young peopie more chan the thoughts 


« of 
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As ſoon as I found myſelf at liberty, 1 
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of matrimony : how comes it they are 


ſo much indulged in it? A child can 


ſcarce ſpeak, when they aſk Mits if 
ſhe is almoſt married yet. Little 
maſter is called her little huſband: 
parents are apt to idolize their own 


offspring; they make theſe matters 
the ſubje& of their diverſions, and are 


always talking of them. Would 
they not do much better to be more 


reſerved, eſpecially-before young peo- 


ple, who in proportion as they grow 
up, grow. more knowing as to all the 
objects around them? Future pro- 


ſpects, the more they pleaſe us, the 


deeper impreſſions they make. How 
wretched are they from whoſe breaſts 
ſuch deep-rooted 1deas mult be torn 
away!——But, to return to our hiſtory. 


© The next morning my cloaths were 


brought home: I found ſo great an 


alteration in myſelf when I was dreſs- 


ed, I ſeemed another creature z even 


my way of thinking was altered, 


Why ſhould different fituations ele- 
vate or depreſs our ſentiments? A 
great deal of my paſt life recurred to 


me, that appeared very contemptible. 
Bretigny interrupted this diſcuſſion; 
as ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed all her af- 
fairs, the chaiſe was at the door, and 


J looked round for 


we went away. 


Mielicourt; I thought he ought not to 


omit this occaſion of ſeeing me, and 


I was truly mortified not to diſcover 


him. | 


We had ſcarce got four leagues on 
our journey, when coming into a nar- 


row road, I ſaw a pilgrim walking by 
the ſide of the chaiſe, who often fixed 


his eyes on me; I was fo taken up 
with ſorrow for having been deprived 


of the ſight of my lover, that I took 
no notice of this man. Bretigny bid 
me mind him. © Look, Miſs Mi- 
nette, ſays ſhe, * at this poor young 
man, how he is forced to walk in 
theſe bad ways: he has ſomethin 

very agreeable in his face ; perhaps 
the perfections of his mind may an- 
{wer thoſe of his body! How unjuſt 


is Fortune! Is it not frightful that at 


his age he (hould ſuffer ſo much hard- 
ſhip, wWhilſt there are people without 
half his merit who wallow in rich- 
es?” I was looking at this pilgrim 
whilſt ſne was thus talking to me: 


imagine my ſurprize, it was Meli- 


court; I knew him notwithſtanding 


his dilguiſe. It was very lucky fo 
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with which ſhe ſeemed enchanted, 
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me that Bretigny, who had taken a 
great liking to my lover, put her 
head out to bid him take cgre of the 
wheel, otherwiſe ſhe would have diſ- 
covered the confuſion I was in: my 
eyes had met thoſe of Melicourt, which 
made me bluſh and look down, but I 
ſmiled in my heart, I was forry, 


however, to ſee him walking thus in 


the mire. He ſeemed very cheartul, 
and taking this opportunity of Bre. 


tigny'scivility, fell into diſcourſewith 


her: he ſaid, he had been performing 
a pilgrimage, and that he was two 
hundred leagues from home. 'The 
waiting-woman bleſſed herſelf at this, 


and told him he ought to reſt himſelf. 
Melicourt, who perceived he had gaiu- 


ed the good-will of this woman, en- 


deavoured to pleaſe her. He had 
learned from the poſtilion, 
whom he had been talking, that the 


with 


managed every thing in the family; 
he thought he could more eaſily attain 
his ends, and ſecure her in his intereſt 
by amuſing her: to this purpoſe, he 
told her extraordinary ſtories, juſt as 
came into his head, I believe, 


We were now come to the place where 
we dined. Bretigny made the pilgrim 
fit down to table with us; telling me 
I ſhould never be haughty to the 
poor, and that one was obliged to aſ- 
ſiſt them, eſpecially on the road: you 
may imagine I did not contradict 
her. | | 

© If ever you have been in love, my 
dear Miſs, judge of the pleaſure I 
felt in the enjoyment of my lover's 
company, who gave me ſuch evident 
marks of his tenderneſs, I will own 
to you frankly, all my cares cealcd ; 
how great ſoever my ſhepherd's joy 
might be, he poſſeſſed himſelf very 


well, and with great addreſs made me 


ſenſible, that though he made his court 
to Mademoiſelle Bretigny, it was for 
my ſake. It was comicalenough to ob- 
ſeve him heſitating every minute, and 
to ſee the good waiting-woman help- 


ing him out in his ſtory: ſhe carried 


her affection ſo far for the pilgrim, 28 


to propoſe to him to ride behind our 


chaiſe, leſt he ſhould fatigue himſelf 
with walking; and I believe, if there 
had been room in our vehicle, ſhe 
would have incommoded herſelf to 
receive him, Love, love! no age nor 
condition is ſecure from thy darts! 

„ Whilk 
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„ what all this ſignifies ? 


© muſt I then die? 
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«© Whilſt Bretigny was gone to pay 
£ the reckoning, Melicourt took the op- 
« poſkunity to ſpeak to me; he ſaid a 
£ hundred endearing things. “ I am 
« ſenſible,” ſaid I, “of the marks you 
&« give me of your paſſion; it grieved 


« me to ſee you on foot whilſt ] was at 


« my eaſe: but, dear ſhepherd, tell me 
We muſt 
de part, had we not better do it now?“ 
— Ah, charming Minette !”* ſays 
« Melicourt, in a very ſorrowful tone; 
Do you know 
d“ that my lite depends on the happi- 
« nels of ſeeing you; and that I value 
ce nothing ſo much in the whole world? 
&« To hid me go and leave you! O 
& Heavens, what a cool indifference 
& is this! What can I think? You no 
« longer love me!” In uttering theſe 
s words, tears came into his eyes. Move 
© ed as I was, reaſon came to my aſſiſt- 
© ance, © Hide your tears,” ſays I, 
£ tiling my own; © alas! I love you, 


4 jt is but too true; but if I am dear 
« to you, and that you will not leave 


«© me, take care Mademoiſelle Bretig- 
« ny, who is coming in, perceive no- 
&« thipg of it; if ſhe does we are Joſt; 
« ſhe would ſuſpect ſomething ; endea- 


« your to pleaſe her, her intereſt is con- 


« fiderable; the ſeems prejudiced in 
& your fayour, and if I am not mil- 


& taken, you are not indifferent to her; 


& that will facilitate our ſeeing one ano- 
ee ther, I do aſſure you, my dear ſhep- 
&© herd,” continued I, giving him my 
© hand, „that thought is not at all diſ- 
ce agreeable!” As he was going to an- 
© {wer me, Bretigny came in to tell me 


© we muſt go: ſhe had contrived it with 


© the poſtilion that the pilgrim ſhould be 


© ſeated behind the chaiſe at his eaſe; 


© each of us took our place, and in this 
© manner reached our journey's end. 
© The caſtle which we entered did 
© not ſeem to be the fame which we 
© went from; this was much larger and 


© better furniſhed; whereas the other, 
© belonging likewiſe to my father, had 
© been inhabited only ſince he was oblig- 


© &d to be concealed. My mother re- 
© ceived me very affectionately; and, as 
© Bretigny had inſtructed me, I called 
© her aunt; to which I had much ado 
* to bring myſelf, knowing how falſe it 
© was, x 


© Melicourt was not neglected: Bre- 


* tigny bad been talking with him, as 
* we came out of the chaile, and find- 
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ing that he was qualified to ſerve in 


the capacity of a ſteward, ſhe promiſ- 


ed him ſhe would procure. him that 
place; in the mean time he muſt be 
content to be under him who was then 
in that office, which could not laſt 
long, being extremely old and infirm, 
Meticourt receivedjoyfullythefe marks 
of the waiting-woman's regard. The 
part ſhe has in my ſtory is too conſi- 
derable to negle& giving you her por- 
kraiture, 

She was five and forty, and looked 
well for her age: I cannot tell if ſhe 
had been handſome in her youth ; at 
leaſt ſhe had no remains of her having 
been ſoz her complexion much upon 
the wainſcot; blue eyes, round, and 
a little ſpotted; her eye-brows but 
thinly ſown, and were ſcarce percep- 
tible; they withdrew themſelves with 
ſuch an antipathy from her eyes, that 
ſhe appeared always in a fright; her 
mouth was well enough, had it not 
been for a wart upon her upper-lip; 
one could not ſay that a down cover- 
el her chin, but ſhe had a ſtrong 
briſtly beard ſhe could never deſtroy, 


She had a peaked chin, which natural- 


ly preſented itſelf as a handle; the reſt 
was as uſual, and like other people; 
flat cheeks raiſed up by two ſtrutting 
bones near the eyes; had a hoarſe 
voice, the laſt ſyllables generally ter- 
minating in a falſe treble; her fore- 
head was ſo little, that her head- 
cloaths, always ruffled, hung over her 
eye - brows; ſhe would have been pret- 
ty well ſhaped, only ſhe was larger in 
the waiſt than about her ſhoulders, 


which made an exact ſhape the wrong 


way. | 
Her humour was agreeable enough, 
remarkable from her childhood fur a 
tender heart; but the infidelity of ſe- 
veral lovers had given her a diig:ſt 
to the conjugal ſtate. The youth, or 
rather the engaging behaviour of Me. 
licourt, removed theſe diſguſts, and 
rekindled her dying flames. Sie took 


his compliments to be ſincere; and 


her heart going now as faſt as it had 


been flow mn deter mining betore, took 


the reſolution, as ſhe was rich, of 
making Mel:court's fortune; and 
things were ſo diſpoſed, that without 
an unforeſeen incident, this would 
have produced a molt extraordinary 
miſtake. All this while J received 
daily leſſons for the regulating my 

e conduct. 
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conduct. Three weeks were now paſ⸗ 
fed. fince I had been at. the caſtle, 
The time grew near when I was to 
go to the monaſtery; Melicourt and 
I often bewailed the hard fate that 
was going to part us. Love, that 
extended his dominion in our hearts, 
bad ſo enlightened our minds, we 
carried ourſelves in ſuch a manner, 


us. But of what ule were all theſe 
precautions? We were going to be 
ſeparated, However, Bretigny's paſ- 
ſion for Melicourt put the moſt ridi— 
culous ſtratagem that ever was em- 
ployed into my jover's head, for fecur- 
ing our happineſs, ** Dear Minette,“ 
ſays he to me one day in the garden, 
where we often met one another, 


* 
* 


Though they conceal your birth, it 
is not the leſs certain: you cannot 


La, 


judge me capable of impoſing on you 


c in regard to mine; fo that things are 
6 pretty equal, and can be no obſtacle 
6 to our union. 
© are ſacrificing you, and you cannot 


e be ignorant they deſign to oblige you 


« to take the vows! Reflect only how 


„ miſcrable you would be, if that ſhould 
ec happen; you would infallibly lau- 


* guiſh all your life. Take courage, 


4c the time preſſes; let us employ this 


4% interval to aſcertain our felicity. 
& What can happen from it, though we 
& ſhould be diſcovered? - What do 
% you mean?” ſays I, quite confounded. 
„% —[Let us beware that nobody ſuſpects 
& qur correſpondence; you Would tuin 


„„ me. I have told you the reafcns that 


& obliged— 1 know that,“ re- 
© plies Melicouit haltily; ““ but if once 
« you go into the covvent, 1 fhall ne- 
ver ſee you again; you will be com- 
« pelled to become a nun, and there 
c will bean end of zl my hopes.“ —. 
6% Alas!“ cried. I, bow ſhall I pre- 
© vent it!” —** Dare but do what I tell 
& you,” continues Mehcomt, “ Bre- 
& tiguy has been prefiing me this fort- 
„ night to marry ler; àt firft I oppoled 
6* jt, but I have ſince thought I could 
„take that opportunity to unite us.” 
— What's that, ungrateful man !” 
© cricd 1, wiſlvnuerftanding what he 
« ſaidz “ can you forget your oaths, 
e who you are, and betray me 1o that 
„ degree!“ -.“ Ah, why do you re- 
« proach me!” ſeys my lever; © 18 it 


# + 
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that nobody in the family ſuſpected. 


© I adore you; you cannot doubt it. 


In the mean time they 


n . „ „„ „„ „ 
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be gone from hence. 


4 to forget you, to leck the means of 


i 
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« uniting us for ever? Adieu! here 
lomebody,” continveg he: 
« I will give you an account of m 
& project as ſoon as I cans Ind if you 
« love me as ſincerely as you have 
„ given me 100m to flatter myſelf, we 


& ſhal! eaſily ſurmount all difficulties.“ 


We were obliged to part: he ſlip- 
* ped into one of the alleys; and, ſeeing 
my mother come, I went to meet her. 
Although ſhe had armed herſelf a— 
gainſt her natural tenderneſs for me, 
ſhe gave me continual marks of it 
under the name of niece. 
© In the mean while my father fe- 
turned fiom court, His arrival de— 
cided my lot, They declared to me, 
that in eight days I ſhould go into the 
convent, 
otherwiſe, 1 was not prepared for this 
ſtroke: from that time my averſion 10 
the cloiſter grew very manifeſt, I 
had not ſeen Melicourt for three days; 
I thought I had a thouſand things to 
ſay to him. I went into the garden to 
walk away my uneaſineſs, with grief 
painted on my face. 
« I was juſt going in again, when I 
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© faw at a diſtance Melicourt coming 


up to me ſinging. I took it heinoully 
„ill of him. „ You are very happy, 
« for your part,“ ſays I, when he was 
© come near me, * to rejoice whiltt I 
& cry! I believe you intend it me as a 
© favour, that I may leave the world 
© with Jeſs regret.” “ Fie! charming 
„Minette,“ ſays he, putting on a ſor— 
© rowful countenance, „ how cruel is 
«© yaur reproach, and how little do you 
*& know me! If I have appeared eaſy, 
eit is becauſe it now depends on you 
& to unite us with indifloluble bonds: 
„ the day is fixed, the prieſt is ready; 
© Bretigny, that woman in other things 


c her _coulin, a pieceptor, about two 
& leagucs off. This man owes every 
„ thing to her: ſhe has explained the 
% whole matter to him, and he will do 
« every thing ſhe deſires. She will 
& have the ceremony performed in the 
6 Night, and will keep it ſecret till ſhe 
. have pre- 
5 tended to agree to all this, intending 
thereby to engage us two more thin 
© ever. The preceptor is to be here 
© to- night; he knows me: J have ſeen 
e him ſ:veral times on this affair. 
There is no diſtinguiſhing objects in 
5 the night time. Inſtead of perform- 

1 * ing 


I had no reaſon to expect. 


lo diicrect, has engaged him; he is 


1 ** 


* 


c«& 
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« jt did {ucceed ? 
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14 1 © ing the ceremony at two © clock, 1 
„ „ll advance the time, and you and 


will be in the chapel at twelve: the 
& bad ught, and the head-dreſs you 
« will have on, covering your face, will 
« befriend the project, In fine, when 
& we are joined, we ſhall do very well 
“ for the reſt. I could not help laugh- 
© ing at this pleaſant contrivance; but 
© it gave way to ſerious and preſſing 
thoughts that occurred to me. The 
6 ſtratagem i is practicable,” replied I, 

&« but where would be the uſe of it, if 
By the little Know- 
& ſedge I have of the world, I plainly 
fer Tech a marriage is not according 
© to form: but, fuppoſe i it ſhould be, 
& ſince I ſhall be forced to hide it, ſhall 
« J go the leſs to the convent ? For my 
“ departure is unalterably fixed ſince 
„ my father's return; perhaps they have 


„ freſh reaſons for burying me alive in 


& a cloiſter..— It is for this reaſon,” 


replies Melicourt, that we mult lay 


6“ hold of this opportunity. We will 
« fly; the wide world lies before us. 
& Are you not ſenſible of the cruelty 
« they ſhew in your regard, continued 
G Melicovrt, to influence me, ſeeing me 
© fluQuating ; the ſhametul { crifice 
«© they are going to make of your liber- 
& ty, your birth-right, and fortune; of 
& which they will fruſtrate you under 
© the moit frivolous pretences ? Is not 


all this ſufficient to alarm you? Ah, 


& dear Minette! young as 1 am, thele 

ce things ſtrike me with horror. I know 
© thereſpect and obedience we owe our 
& parents; but it is not forbid in ſuch 
« a caſe to ſeek for the means of put- 
& ting them in mind, that they who 
% gave us birth unt no more of this. 
& J agree with you that we ſhall be re- 
& moved from one another. If you 
ce once enter the cloiſter, who can reſcue 
& you from thence?” —'* In what man- 
4 ner,“ ſays I, „ will this marriage 


prevent it? To run away is what 


„I can never bring myſelf to. 
cc 


If you 
declare this match, Lam undone; if 
you conceal it, it will be the ſame 
e thing to me. Pray how do you he 


© poſe to come off with Mrs. Bretigny ? 


£6 


I fappole you intend to marry her.“ 
I could not help laughing at theſe 


© words; my lover did fo too, not- 
0 withltanding his ſerious face. Youth 


© will aſſert it's privileges. Good 


% God! my dear. Minette,“ ſays he, 


6 putting on his air of importance againg 
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you are mighty prudent ! you over- - 


whelm me with difficulties that I did 
not foreſee,”'—* It is what we mult 
think of, for all that,” ſays J.“ At pre- 
ſent, all I can ſay to you is, that I will 
ſuffer the laſt extremity hefore I will 
become a nun: 1 have an invincible 
repugnance to it, and J will lay any 
thing in the world you are the cauſe 
of it.. O, very well,“ continued 


Melicourt; 40 I ſtand, then; to m 


c 
g 
6 
« 
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“ want to ſpeak to you.” 
ſuſpecting what ſhe had to ſay to me. 
In this diſcourſe, all the objections 
vaniſhed I had formed from my low 
education, againſt the project of the 
night, and to which I had before this 
a moſt inſurmountable repugnance. 
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firſt propoſal; I ma: poſſibly improve 
it, But be ſure you hold yourſelf 
in readineſs; I wijl come and fetch 


you when it is time.“ My lover quit- 
ted me in pronouncing thele words, 
and Lreturned to my mother's apart= 
ment 1n a terrible agitation, 
ever, I behaved myſelf {o as not to let 
her perceive it. 
work, but ſhe called me. 


IIow- 


1 was takii ng up my 
«© Draw 


ſays thez © I 


near the fire, niece,” 


% You know very well, Minette,“ 


© ſays my mother, Who you are: from 


the time I firit ſaw you, I had com- 
paſſion of your condition; it is on 
that account I have preferred you. 
You kept ſheep, you was at all times 
expoled to the extremity of heats and 
colds; own to me how many hun- 
dred times you limented this An: 
life, and ſee what 1 have done. In 
order that you might be the more 
conſidered, I take you to my houſe, 
where vou pals tor my niece: you 
ſeem to delerve my regard; J muſt 
try to compleat your h2vpineſs, I 
am ſending you to a nunnery 3. pray 
to the Lord to keep you there; the 
world is full of trouble; thoſe who 
are born to be the happiett in it, 
groan under it's dap poinements; 
every Rep we make chagrins us; ik 
you nad more experience, I would 
convince you by a hundred examples 
before your own e. Marriage for 
people of your condition is a tource of 
ables; not to mention the riſk of 
falling into bad hands; behdes the 
danger and misfortiine that attends 
it, the detail of which is Hock! ING 
Look therefore on the cioiltcr, whie 
ther you are going, as a lute port 
& againit 
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4% apainſt all the ſtorms of this life, 


* where you will be ſecurely ſheltered ' 


& from all theſe rocks. If the grate has 
% a frightful aſpect, cuſtom will render 
it pleaſant and eaſy: it is in retire- 
4 ment we truly enjoy ourſelves; plea- 
4 ſyre is reſigned with great difficulty 
& by thoſe who haye had an early ac- 
% quaintance with it; luckily for you, 
4c jt is not your cafe, but a very little 
4 reflection gets the better of the diſ- 
* likes of the children of this world, 
% When theoccaſions are removed, they 
&« diſappear of courſe. You will not 
& reſemble thoſf- religious perſons, de- 
© tached from the world, indeed, yet 
„ who not only carry the remembrance 
«© of it in their heart, but even look on 
ce jt in their parlour, as through a win- 
& dow, from whence they never retire 
„ but with conſtant regret for having 
4e embraced that ſtate of life. For your 
44 part, dear Minette, it will not be 
« your caſe; the ſimplicity of your 
ic heart will make you find a thouſand 
4ç charms: taken up with the thoughts 
ce of your ſalvation, with a tranguil life, 
& andathouſand innocent amu! lements, 
7e you will paſs away your days in fe- 
* renity and peace of mind, I will 
« come lometimes to rann and envy 
4s your happineſs”? 
+ Theſe laſt words feemed to ſoften 
£ my mother: her eyes were full; ſhe 
© trove to hide her tears by turning 
* away and covering her face, I was 
too much moved to diſpute any part 
* of Nature's right over me. Ah, 
4 dear mother!“ cried I, throwing my- 
* ſelf at her feet, © what have. done, 
ce that you ſhould make me a facrifice ?“ 
© She embraced me; theſe words eſcaped 
© me, and my paſhon got the better of 
© the rule I had impoſed on my lelt, ne- 
ver to betray my ſecret. | 
* My mother, however, underfiood 
6 but half the import of theſe words. 
„The time was favourable. Ah! why 
did I not take hold of it? Quite poſ- 
ſeſſed with my ignorance on this ſub- 
jekt, and ſallained by the aforeſaid 
* reaſons, ſhe began again. Lou are 
« in the right,” continued ſhe, « my 
% dear Minette, to call me a mother; 
« yes, you are in the right, I repeat it; 
te you will know one day, when you 


A 
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6 are a nun, that I am really fo.” This 


* word nun pierced my heart; and ſoch 
„ cruelty towards me fuſpended the 


ſentiments I had for my mother, 8-7 
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thought no more but how I ſhould 
ſnaich myſelf from the ſtate they de- 
ſigned for me. Policy took the place 
of filial tenderneſs ; I conſtrained my. 
ſelf, and kept up the converſation with 
ſo much calmnels, that it was im poſ- 
üble to know by my countenance 
what paſſed in my heart. 
© People coming in upon buſineſs, I 
took the opportunity to go and 2 
Melicourt, I went backwards and 
forwards z my enquiry was in vain, 
Into the garden, into the back court, 
I aſked for him every where; nobody 


preſaged ſomething. Fatal progno- 
(tick! I went out of tlie caſtle, and 
came into a lane that led to the vil. 
lage: I thought at the end of this 
lane I ſhould find my lover, Alas! 
do we carry in our hearts the tokens 
of what is to come? Ah, Madam! 
what do I ſee? (forgive my tears) a 
chaiſe and four men, who ſcize Melt. 
court! he ſees me, he cried out, he 
reſiſts. Vain eflorts! he is now at a 
grent diſtance. 

This ſight had fo tartled me, I flood 
immoveable: as long as the chaiſe 
fixed my eyes, 1 remained in that poſ- 
ture; as foon as it was gone, I wept 
bitterly. Havpily for me that I was 
alone, nobody heard my Jamenta- 
tions. I came in, like ove diſtract- 
ed. Supper was ready, the bell 
had rung, they were leoking for 
me. The firſt I met was HBietig- 
ny; ſhe had a joy in her face, that 
ſoon vaniſhed, when I told her what 
had juſt happened.“ Oh, Heavens!“ 
ſhe cried, quite furious, “ what is it 
% you ſ:y? I am in deſpair. You ſhall 
* knew the reaſon, another time; go 
« and fit down ta ſupper, I'll run to 
* the village, and know what's the 
©f matter; no, ſtay, you are all in tears! 
5 poorchild;z good- natured thing! Come 
& along withme,they will beaſking what 
ails you.“ On this, away he 1 runs; 
© and we ſoon reached the inn ary 
* this ſcene was tranſacted. The reſpect 
© they had for Bretigny, whom they 
© looked upon as the miſtreſs, made 
them aniwer immediately to ber queſ- 
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tions, and they gave us this acconnt, 


Four days ago, ſays the landlord, 
& a gentleman came here in the even- 
© ing, with three more men; he paſl- 
« ed for a recrviting-officer ; his fi 


“ queſtions were, who lived at the 
CL raſiicy 


had ſeen him, My heart trembled; . 


* 


fi 


cc 
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caſtle, and what entertainment there 
was there. You know, Madam, con- 


© tinued the landlord, © it is my buſi- 


ce 
6 


* 


* 
A 


5 


his ſervants, 


neſs to pleaſe all the world; I ſatis- 
fied him; the captain ſpent his money 
very freely: but what ſurprized me 
was, that he eat with his men; and 
inſtead of running about like thoſe 
who recruit, and are upon the watch 
for young fellows, he kept cloſe. 
One of his comrades went out from 


time to time, and as ſoon as he came 


in ſpoke to him privately. This hu- 


mour was carried on till this day, 


without my troubling myſelt about 
it, becauſe he paid me very well. 

& About an hour ago, Madam, this 
pretended captain, warming himſelf at 
the kitchen fire, ſaid aloud to one of 
«© Go and tell that 
young man whom you ſee coming 
out of that houſe, there 1s one here 
would {peak a word with him.” 
Mr. Brunet” for it was by that name 


« Melicovrt went at the caſtle] © came 
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in a minute, The poor lad little 
thought of what was preparing for 
him. Before he entered the inn, the 
officer whiſpered in my ear: You 


are going to ſee a little buſtle, land- 


lord,” ſays he. Can you gueſs 


who that young man is that I have 
ſent for?“ — No, truly!“ anſwered 


1 ſurprized: “ I know him! he 
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to take him away. 


does buſineſs for our lord, and every 
body gives him a good word. What, 
is there any thing bad againſt hun? 
we all love him. — I believe you,” 
ſays the officer, © and it is becauſe 
he 13 beloved elſewhere we are going 
I give you 
warning, in cale he ſhoul pretend 
to refit, to be quiet. He is ſun 
to M. D——. counſellor 


one, and went away without ſaying 
a word; we have been in ſearch of 


him ever fince: only for M. De K. 


Lord of Bile, who knew this young 
man carrying a letter to a preceptor, 
and had often ſeen him at ius fa— 
ther's, we ſhculd not have known 
Whore he was. 

6% The valet de chambre, for ſuch he 
was, had ſcarce pronounced theſe 
words, but ihe young nan came: he 
inſtantly knew his {urher's vent, 
anc] ture. as pale as death. Come, 
Sir,“ ſays che valet de chambre, 


take courage, there is no harm: I am 


\ 


in the 
parliament of M; he is a looſe 


. A 6G A. a AG Gn 6AG.aMAaaA3AcMADD.A 2A 2aA.2aA.9> 23A 


—— — — 2 — — 


COUNTRY MAID, 


71. 


„ glad we have found you; you muſt 
go along with us, your father expects 


en, 


During this diſcourſe the 


% poor boy would have eſcaped; but 
„ ſeeing himſelt collared, fought like a 
& dragon, though the number over- 
% powered him; and, in ſpite of his ef- 
“ forts, they put him into a chaiſe ready 
% for that purpoſe. They have ſcarce 
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been gone a moment.“ 


© Bretigny was ſo aſtoniſhed at this 
news, that ſhe went away without an- 
ſwering a ſingle word. As ſoon as 
we weie got by ourſelves, the ſqueez- 


ed me by the hand, and began to ay -:: 


bitterly, I joined in the chorus very 
ſincerely: this poor woman embraced 
me with affection, imagining my tears 
to be the effect of my compaſſion. She 
gave me my leſſon, as we went along, 
what I was o ſay when we came to the 
caſtle, left when they ſhould know 
this adventure, it ſhould appear that 
we had any fort of concern in it. 

Three days after this cruel acci= 
dent, ſpent, as you may well believe, 
in tears, my mother brought me hi- 
ther: J was received with a great 
deal of kindneſs and friendſhip, No 
artifice was left untried to induce me 
to take the veil. The forrowful air I 


had not yet laid aide, into the cauſe 


of which they did not penetrate, gave 
room without doubt to think I had no 


reliſh for the cloiſter: this was, too, 


contrary to the intereſts of che houſe, 
by reaſon of the portion they expected 
with me, not to uſe their utmoſt efforts 
to make me change my mind. Li- 
berty is a charming thing; I was en- 
tirely left to myſelf, not being ſu- 
ſpected of any intrigue. I went 
when I would into the parlour; they 
never followed me, nor hearkened 
after what I ſaid. Bretigny would 
often come to cry with me: ſhe told 
me {he intended to go to M 
get ſome tidings ol her beloved pil- 
grim. Alas! little did ſhe know with 
what impatience I fighed to hear from 
the dear man, | | 

One day, as I was walking by my. 
felf in the garden with a book, that 
precious book I mentioned in the be- 


ginning of my ſtory, and which I fo | 


much valued, becauſe it belonged to 
my lover, the nun who waited at the 
turn, came and told me, there was an 
oficer, who called himſelf my rela- 
tion, waited for me in the parlour, 
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This news ſtartled me; I did not 
© know who this could be, unleſs it were 
© ſomchody who came from my lover. 
© I flew to the parlour; ſcarce was I 


© entered, when the ſound of a well-. 


© known and much loved voice, ſwift 
© as lightning reached my heart, © Is 
* it you, then,” ſaid I to him; © is it 
% you?” I had no power to ſay any 
* more. Drawing near, I gave him my 
hand through the grate. He took it, 
© he moiltened it with his tears, he hurt 
© me, he knelt down, he cried, he talk- 
ed, and all this without being at all 
« ſenſible of the matter.“ 


The nun was at this part of the ſtory, 


when ſomebody came and interrupted 
her, to tell us they were in the refectory; 
we got up, and agreed to return to my 
chamber after dinner was over. 

I will not deſcribe to you the modeſt, 


quiet manner, in which thirty of theſe 


holy women devoutly made their meal, 
I was taken up with weighty cares; and 


if I had been obliged to give you an 


account of a pious lecture that was 


then made, it would have very much 


puzzled me. The ſuperior rang a bell 


that was over her head: every body 


roſe from table; grace was ſaid; and St. 
Agnes and I returned to my chamber, 
where ſhe reſumed her ſtory, | 
© As ſoon as I was recovered from 
the diſorder into which the fight of my 
lover had thrown me, I wanted to 
know, to what lucky accident I owed 
ſo charming a pleaſure, and after what 
manner he had made his eſcape from 
© his father's houſe. Could you one 
« moment doubt,” cried he, © ſo much 
ec in love as I am, that I ſhould not find 
„ an opportunity of returning to you, 
4“ ſuppoſing even things had not taken 


a a a a4 


« the fortunate turn they now have? 


« Nothing can ever ſhake my conſtan. 
« cy, if you continue in the ſame ſenti- 
&« ments.”—"* Can you doubt it, un- 
« orateful man!” ſays I; © the tears 
J have ſhed in your abſence, and the 
6 alteration you may eafily perceive in 
« me, are but too {ure proofs,” Meli- 
« court, tranſported with this acknow- 
© ledgment, at which however he ought 
© not to have been much ſurprized, ex- 
< preſſed his ſentiments for me in the 


© tendereſt manner, I enquired into the 


« 'moſt minute circumſtances of what 
had befallen him, ever ſince the mo- 
ment he was forced from me. I be- 
gan by imparting to him the preſent 
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cc 


cc 


« ſituation of my affairs. We ſhall 
put an end to them,” replied hay © if 
you will enter into the lawful mea. 
& ſures I ſhall propoſe to yon; but, in 
order to prepare you for it, I muſt 
6 give you an exact detail of all that 
“has happened to me ſince I ſaw you, 
« You have no room to doubt, love. 
ly Mineite,“ continued Melicourt, 
of the anguiſh that ſeized my foul, 
when I ſaw myſelf taken; I wearied 
all thoſe who had a hand in carrying 
te me off. The valet de chambre curſed 
a thouſand times the commiſſion he 
* had undertaken. In reality, he had 
* enough to do; and if it had not been 
“ for the precaution they took, and the 
«© conſtant watch they kept over me, I 
* ſhould have abandoned myſelf to all 
the exceſs of my paſſion. In this 
« condition I arrived at my father's 
„ houſe. They gave him an account 
of all my extravagances, and of my 
6 refuſing to take any ſuſtenance, On 
ce this conſideration, he changed the 
conduct he had propoſed to himſelf 
© in my regard; and, inſtead of the 
& chaſtiſement he intended for me, 
treated me with great lenity. No- 
thing would appeaſe me. Is there 
any conſolation for a perſon truly in 
love? All his complaiſance was to 
no purpoſez I was determined not to 
eat till I was at liberty: all poſſible 
endeavours were thought of to com- 
pel me to it. I perſevered in this. 
frenzy; and after lying four days in 
continued tranſports of paſſion, on 
* the ſeventh I was ſeized with - 
© fever." 0 
Here I interrupted Melicourt, to let 
© him know how ſenſible I was of theſe 
© proofs of his love. He was touched 
© with the marks of my tenderneſs, and 
© thus reſumed his diſcourſe. 
When my father found the thing 
© to be ſerious (for he always imagined 
cc that they privately brought me vic- 
© tuals) he came to me, the better to 
ce clear up his doubts. The condition 
&« in which he found me, ſtartled him 
cc extremely: nothing leſs than my life 
c was at ſtake; this was evident, and 
«© he was very ſenfbly affected. Taking 
«© me by the hand, he awakened me 
«© from the doſing into which the vio- 
6 lence of my illneſs had thrown me; 
&« pave me his word of honour, if I 
«© would admit of Yome aſſiſtance for 
$5 the re-eſtabliſhment of my health, he 
&« would 


ec 
«c 
60 
rc 


cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cg 
ce 
cc 


—ñ— * a * 
7% 


+ 2 — FE”, 


— R =" oy _ 3 =: 8 — PA - 2 15 — — nib a+ 4 ” OE Sol 2 1 7 2 3 "wan — — e 
— — WES Dogs — 2 _ - N S 8 r aſts * y 5 5 4 e - f * a — a 2 A £ a <P 19-1 a ; obs 2 . STS 


— 
8 


er 
r 


% " 
> aL 


* 
2 d 
— * * 


"A 


3 \ "yy 4 4 J & l t 
Le * 4% VI 10 
Inne 


=== 


\ 
| 


ſſſſieb 
TT: == 


| 


SOL 
| 


AV, 
ese 


| 
III 


| 
| 


| 


7 
== 


77 
i f 
17 4 
\ » 
1 * 
== 


oY 


- 


. 1 — * — - 
7 ,, 


1, WH 
6 7 7 4 75 
alt l/ 


WELL 


Plate III. 


* 


i 2, f 
-, 
LECT 
1, 


PP 


1 
„,. 


* 


N 


>, 
777 


WS 
WG 
D 


a> 
. 


DV 


£ wy 
VL 
& 
DJJ 
= 


OY 
8 


—— 
= 
JD 
ORB 
DISD 


JJ 


W 
Q 


o 


Bs 
> 
N 
D 
BY 


x 


- 


777 
563 


— — 
, #950 77 
7, 777 
777777771747. 77. 
26 2 


4444 
14 


\ V C& 4 — , + | WL ++. WE % \ 
n 8 | «- & — 
\ : N I'S 1 * — 


Hulud as the Act directs by Harriſon & C Dec! 1-4, 708 a 


— 
DJ 
, 
— 
DR 


WW 


17 
- 
7 


Pay 
＋ 


{ » 


C 


U 
Ll 
0 


#47, 
7 


— 


WE 


Wy IN 
, 


9 2 7 
22 


7 
4, 


. 


= 


, 
22 7 , 74, 7 
7 PAL 

44 


i 
WWE e 
[ I Il Hell 


Hu 
— 


N 
* W. 4 


274 
e, 
, 


75 
£44 


# 
22 


1; 
2 727 2 
A 


"4 
1 , 
7 
,,,, 


/ 


11 
345 

F, 

22 


1, 
AG 
,, 

1144 


,, 


2 


PUTT 
1 


7 
1, 
2 


L117 


N 
N 
{JD 


aw 
, WV 
< 


- wo 


4 


7 
A 


4 
/ 
7 


— 


JJ 


2. 


Lo — 


* 


2 
MILL 


7 
. 
- ee, 77 
ig 
e... 


ö 7722. 
r 


— 


- PLLA 
9 


LE 


mmm 


NTT VV VA iu enauvatumntanitltt 


— 


K 6 
” ow 


Lay 
* 


* 
— 


EY 
ov 


THE FORTUNATE COUNTRY MAID. 


' would leave me quite at liberty to 
go where I pleaſed, I could depend 
upon his word 3 his favourable pro- 


miſes induced me, in my turn, to be 


governed, and become all obedience. 


In order to pive him the firſt proofs 
of it, I took ſome broth before him. 
The houſe rung with joy at this 
change in me z. my mother ceaſed to 
cry, whole continual tears could ne- 
ver induce my father to what I de- 
fired, She came to my bed-fide, and 
embraced me with the moſt lively 
tranſports, confirming to me what my 
father had ſaid; and added, on her 
fide, all that could contribute to my 
entire ſatisfaction. But all her ten- 


derneſs had like to have been to no 
purpoſe: the many days I had been 


without taking any thing, had fo in- 
flamed my habit of body, and ruined 
my ftomach, it would retain nothing, 
and I lay two days at death's door, 


« The extremity to which I was re- 


duced, ſoon put an end to the joy they 


had conceived of my recovery. Tears 


and apprehenſions ſucceeded in it's 
place. My mother never went from 


my bed- ſide: however, through their 


care and aſſiduity, I recovered by de- 
grees; and a fortnight after they 


judged me out of danger. 


« When I found myſelf in a condi- 


tion to talk, my mother behaved her- 


ſelf in ſuch a manner as to gain my 
confidence, by tenderly complying 
with me on all occaſions. I made 
her acquainted with the ſituation my 
heart was in; and you are ſenfible, 
dear Minette, that could not be with. 
out betraying your ſecret, for which 
I aſk you a million of pardons ; but 
I thought it a lawful indiſcretion, in 
order to forward the point I had pro- 
poſed to myſelf. 


went directly and told it to my fa- 
ther, whoſe ſurprize was ſtil] greater. 


He would be ſatisfied of all theſe par- 


ticulars from my own mouth; I made 
him maſter of the whole atfair you 


had imparted to me, as well as I : 
could. He promiſed to take it into 


his ſerious conſideration ; he ſaid you 
had equity on your ſide, and if there 
could be the leatt prect of your birth, 
he gave his conſent to our union, and 
that he would afford me his aſſiſt- 


« ance for the accompliſhing all my de- 
igns. N 


My mother heard 
your hiſtory with aſtoniſhment; ſhe 


La) 
ov 


73 


© Imagine my joy; adorable Minette! 
upon this promiſe coming from ſuch 
a worthy father, whoſe weight and 
authority were ſure warrants' of it's 
ſucceſs, I would have thrown my- 
ſelf at his feet; he witheld me, and 
prevented it. The ardent deſire I had 
of ſeeing you again, and bringing you 


theſe good tidings, ſeon reſtored me 


to a perfect ſtate of health. 

& In the mean time, my facher, who 
had not fo got his promiſe, did not 
permit me to languiſn. He told me 


the law was on our fide, O charming 
Minette! and that the proofs which 
I alledged were ſufficient for you to 
be loudly proclaimed the daughter of 
Monſieur De ——; that all we had 
to fear was, that being in the power 


of your parents, nobody would care 
to eſpouſe your intereſt, I aſked him 


his advice thereon; and his anſwer 
was, that it was not proper for him to 


adviſe on the like occaſion, but were 
he in my place, he would purſue it with 
the utmoſt vigour and reſolution. 
Theſe words were as fo many oracles 
to me, and I knew how to expound 
them. 


tutor. I communicated to him my 
deſigns; hinting at the ſame time to 


him the tacit conſent my father had 


expreſſed to me; acquainting bim like- 
wiſe of how much con ſequence it was 
to expedite this affair. This man, 


who had the care cf my education, 


and who knows, perhaps, better than 
I, the views of him who gave me life, 
has promiſed me his aſfiſtance, and 
has all the kind diſpoſitions in my 
regard J can defire, Having taken 
theſe meaſures, I came away imme- 
diately. Judge of my deſpair, upon 
miffing you at the place where I had 
left you. I ſperit three days in purſuit 
of you, till I found you here. | 

6 At preſent it is your turn, my 
dear Minette, to give me a proof of 
the affection with which you have ſo 
often flattered me. If you love me 
ſincerely, you will not heſitate one 
moment to make your eſcape, and go 


along with me; you fhall plight your 


faith to me, and I will do the tame 
to you on my ſide; from thence J will 


conduct you to my fitters, who 


will inftru& us in taking the proper 


meaſures our preſent circumftances 


require: you wilt find a ſecon mo- 
se ties 
| 3 


_ 
8 


I gained a chaplain to my 
intereſt, who had been formerly my 
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& ther, more affectionate and more in- 


_ & dulgent than her who has abandoned 


« you to your ill ſtars; in a word, O 


Minette, you will compleat my hap- 


qv? 


6« pineſs | 
At this place Melicourt ſtopped, 
and fixed his eyes tenderly upon me, 
expecting my anſwer, I remained 
thoughttul for a long while; an ex- 
treme perplexity agitated my mind. 
What torments one ſuffers on ſuch 
occaſions! I was doubtful, and could 
not determine with myſelf : my lover 
eaſily perceived my incertitude; he 
continued to lay before me the moſt 
moving and moſt powerful reaſons. 
The better to perſuade me, he recalled 
to my remembrance the tituation in 
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ried the day. I believed myſelf --. 
cuſable as to thoſe who had given ne 
life, ſince they not only dilc;aim-1 
me as their daughter, but treated 
with unparalleled ſeverity. Aftc: 
weighing theſe Tonſiderations, I in. 
clined to the fide that called me to 
© happineſs; the advantages that were 
* propoſed appeared to me to be ſolid, I 
© had a father and mother who refuſed 
© to let me call them by that name; 
© I found others who embraced that 
© title, without any merits on my ſide, 
© I took no notice to myſelf that it was 
© the huſband alone prevailed, Be it 
© as it will, I entirely delivered myſelf 
up to theſe pleaſing ideas, and thought 
© of nothing but by what means I could 


which I was placed, by my parents get out of the fatal convent with the 
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© ſlender regard, fo different from what 
© my birth and the ties of blood re- 
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quired: he did not forget to make 


me ſenſible that I was a victim they 
were ſacrificing to a ſordid intereſt 
they had then in view. In one word, 
that I was loſt if I did not take a vi- 
gorous reſolution ; that I ſhould be 
obliged very ſhortly to take the veil; 
that my profeſſion would enſue, and 
that once done there was no longer 
auy hopes. He ſaid a great deal 
more equally convincing, making me 
clearly ſee the barbarity there was in 
rendering me unhappy for the ſake 
of a ſiſter, who ought to be no dearer 
than myſelf, Tais determined me. 


% Retire, my ſhepherd,“ faid I to him, 


I fear they will miſtruſt fo long a 
„ conyerſation : be here again to-mor- 
4% row at this time; I promiſe you an 


& anſwer, ard I fancy you will not be 


&« diffatisfied with it.“ 2 
returned to the houſe in an agita- 
c tion eaſily to be conceived, The aver- 


«„ ſion 1 had to the cloifter inclined me 


joy fully to embrace the honourable 
means propoſed to me for quitting it; 
© bat, on the other fide, I judged the 
© ſtep ſo dangerous, I could not come 
© to a reſolution. Notwithſtanding my 


© low education, blood ſupplied it's de- 
© ficiency, and my birth aſſerted it's 


£ rights. I thought it was offending in 


s point of honour and decency to quit 


© 2a convent, where I was placed, to 
follow a young man, blinded perhaps 
© by his paſſion, The remainder of 
* that day, and the night following, I 
© pailed in cruel incertitude. At laſt, 
© love and the hatred of a convent car- 


6 greateſt privacy. | | 
What cannot love effect! Difficult 
© as it was to make my eſcape without 
© being diſcovered, this did not perplex 
© me. An expedient occurred preſently, 
© and ſeemed to promiſe ſucceſs. I had 
© taken a fancy to the portrels. She 
+ 
4 
£ 
. 


was merry and good-natured, and her 


employment engaged her in various 


affairs. I ſeldom quitted her, and 


enjoyed the company of all thoſe who 
£ went backwards and forwards to the 
© turn, as well as the news that was ſtir- 


ring. I often took an opportunity of 
© anſwering for the portreſs, and to be 


* with her when ſhe opened the gates, 
as often as the affairs of the houſe re- 
© quired it, | | 


* The keys of the incloſure were 
© hung up in the parlour; the grate 


© opened upon the outward portreſs's 
© room, It often happened that I was 
alone at the door, I was perfectly 
« well acquainted with all the ways 
© about the houſe, and it was upon this 
© idea I formed my meaſures, 


« Melicourt was punCtual to bis 


appointment; I communicated my 
thoughts to him; he heſitated upon 
the apprehenſion he had of my being 
ſurprized in the execution of my de- 
gn, in which caſe we ſhould never 
haye had the like opportunity again, 
or elſe I ſhould run a riſk of being 
once more removed by my parents. 
In his opinion, it was better to wait 
till night-time. I convinced him how 
difficult that would be; for as ſoon as 
night came, according to the rule of 
the houſe, the portreſs brought the keys 
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© of the incloſure into the ſuperior's 


chamber. 
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chamber. I bid him to be of good 


courage, and ſhewed him, that pro- 


vided he had his chaiſe in readineſs at 
ſome diſtance from the convent-gate, 
and he could depend upon his horſes, 


it would be eaſy for me to jump into 


the vehicle; and being once got into 
a village, there would be no danger of 
our being ſtopped, although they were 
to ſee me in the very inſtant of my 
flight : that the only critical moment 
was the opening the gate; but ſince 
I was once determined, I ſhould take 
my meaſures ſo juſtly, and in fo fa- 
vourable a time, as not to be ſurprized 
in the fact. Melicourt agreed with 


me on the feaſibleneſs, of this enter- 


prize. He was charmed with it. 
Having ſettled what was to be done, 
we parted ; and from that inſtant he 
held himſelf in readineſs. I never 


could get a favourable minute; and 


according to eur agreement, the affair 
was put off till the next day. 
© I paſſed that night in the moſt rack- 
ing anxiety of mind, nor ever went to 
bed. What ſeemed to me fo eaſy in 
ſpeculation, appeared much more dif- 
cult in practice. What comforted 
me was, that I was not in the leaſt 
ſuſpected; and as I generally roſe 
late, I was reſolved to execute my 


deſign while they were at mattins, 


Mother Portreſs was accuſtomed never 
to miſs being preſent, and it was her 


practice, before ſhe went, to put the 


key of the firſt door into the turn that 
belonged to the outward portreſs, that 
they might be able to do the buſineſs 
of the houſe. I left the door of my 
cell on jarr, by which Mother Portreſs 
was obliged to pals. 
the jingling of her keys, and knew 
her ſtep. | 
buſinels, and was gone to choir. As 
foon as I thought ſhe was there, I ran 
to the parlour, You may judge of 
my joy when I ſpied the keys. -I 


ſeized them, and opened the door of the 
incloſure. I had the preſence of mind 


to ſhut it after me, and carry away 
the keys, that I might have time to 
join my lover, having all the reaſon in 


the world to apprehend being diſ- 


covered by an old portreſs, who hap- 
pened to be up, and who had aſked 
twice" Who's there? and rang the 
bell; uneaſy, without doubt, not to 
hear any body anſwer. | | 
© My prudence in locking the door 


I heard her by 
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was what ſaved me, otherwiſe I ſhould 
infallibly have been brought back 
again on account of my being ſo long 
before I could get open the ſtreet- 
door, which had a very difficult lock. 
The nuns were run up to a window, 


ſaw my deſign, and cried out for 


aſſiſtance. Happily for me it was 
my in the morning, and nobody 
paſſing by at that time. Melicourt 
upon the watch, as you may imagine, 
ran vp with a footman to the door, 
and uſed all his efforts to force it 
open. Seeing him ſo near, I recover. 
ed my ſpirits; and having bethought 


myſelf of making uſe of another key, 


in order to have the greater force in 
turning that which was in the lock, 
it opened all at once. I ſcreamed for 
joy, and threw myſelf into Meli- 
court's arms, not without trembling, 
however, from head to foot, The 


nuns, deſperately enraged at my flight, 


continued their cries, and we could 
hear them at a diſtance from the vil. 
lage, We went polt that whole day, 
without ſtopping, and lay in a French 
viilage, where we were out of danger 


of being taken. The chaplain whom 


Melicourt mentioned to me, waited 
for us in this place; and, ſuitable ta 


the deſign, he had given notice to the 
' curate, that he intended to ſay maſs 
the next morning at break of day, 


Under this pretext he married us, in 
preſence of four peaſants who were 
witneſſes, and ſigned a marriage-cer- 
tificate, (ready for that purpoſe) not 


ſuſpeRing the leaſt contrivance. After 


this, we ſet out with mutual ſatisfac- 
tion; for my part, 1 was extremely 
pleaſed to follow a huſband I loved, 
and glad to reconcile my inclination 
with my duty. 


The valet de chambre, who was on 
horſeback, went before to M Ry 


where he apprized Monſieur and Ma- 
dame de Melicourt with what had 
happened. The kind reception I found 
made me eaſily forget the ſmall regard 
my real parents ſhewed me, It was 


c nothing but « Daughter?” and“ Dear 
&« daughter!” at every word; the whole 


a @a@ a ow a a „ 


houle adored me; and I had all the rea- 
ſon unaginable to bleſs my lot: hut, 
alas! how cruel are the turns of for- 
tune! This proved but a ſhoit calm, 
that was ſoon to be followed by a 
dreadful ftorm. Ah! I cannot re- 
fle& on it without being ſeized with 

| K 2 © horror, 
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horror. Monſieur De Melicourt, who 


| wiſhed nevertheleſs it might be made 
appear who J was, finding conſiderable 
advantages in my alliance, by reaſon 
of the large eſtate that devolved to 
me, in caſe it came to be confirmed, 


my affairs, and from the inſtructions 
I had given him, drew up his remon- 


teſtimonies. 
gardener and his wife, at whoſe houſe 
I had been brought up as their daugh- 
ter. In order not to alarm theſe poor 
people, he pretended he came from 
Madame De —— ; and, the more 
eaſily to impoſe upon them, gave them 
ſome money, as an extraordinary re- 
ward for the care they had taken of 
me, During the converſation he had 
with them on this ſubject, two indif- 
ferent witneſſes, very creditable per- 
ſons, were prepared and placed for that 
purpoſe, My pretended parents, who 
miſtruſted nothing, and looked on 
Monſieur De Melicovurt as a ſteward 
to Monfieur and Madame De ——, 


which he ſeemed fo well acquainted ;; 


his journey: his nicety in doing every 
thing according to form ruined us; 


had got what he deſired out of theſe 
del ; he forgot his character of 
Reward. and aſſumed the commiſſion- 
er, obliged them to ſign an acknow- 
ledgment, purporting that I was none 
of their daughter, but the danghter of 
Madame De ——, The gardener, 
upon this, as well as his wife, gueſſed 
they had been pumping the ſecret out 
of them; and, fearing leſt my mother 
ſhould expreſs her reſentment againſt 
them for it, they were no ſooner at li- 
berty, but they ran to acquaint her: 


K 
— 


account of my flight, and who was 
underhand making ſtrict enquiry after 
me, cleared up on the gardener's rela- 
tion; he ſoon learned the ſequel of the 
adyenture, and the name of my pro- 
tectors, The buſineſs ene to 
him of too much moment to admit of 
any delay; he immediately took poſt 
and went to court, to prevent any ill 


5 | | | | 
la the mean time, my huſband's fa. 
* ther, having ſettled my affairs, ſent 


he having but a ſinall one, regulated 


ſtrance, corroborated with undeniable 
He had been with the 


made no myſtery of an affair with 


in fine, he was perfectly ſatisfied with 


he threw off the maſk as ſoon as he 


the uncertainty my father was in on 


conſequences that might ariſe from. 


© me with his ſon to an eſtate at tu 
leagues diſtance from him; as |: 
thought proper to conceal gur ma! | 
riage, and not declare it till he w: 
obliged, he apprehended the town was 
too publick. Since he eſpouſed my 
intereſt, it is not for me to determine, 


whether he pitched upon wrong me- 


the conſequences, he could not have 


ated more cruelly ; perhaps a different 


conduct in him might have reſcued 
both Melicourt and myſelf from ſo 
hard a fate! But what do I ſay! 
where is the place that is out of the 
reach of ſovereign power? 

One night, as we lay quietly aſleep, 
© we, were awakened by our ſervants, 
© who came ruſhing into our chamber 
all. ig tears; a ſaid they, 
* with what misfortunes are we all 


« 
o 
* 
£ 
6 
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„ threatened ! the caſtle is filled with 
« martial men, and he that leads them 


e ſays he 1s come in the king's name.“ 
Whilſt they were ſaying this, in came 


two exempts; both of them ſignified 


* 

c 

© their orders to us: my dear huſband 
© would have defended himſelf 3 but, 
© alas! what could he do againſt twen- 
© ty men! For my part, I did nothing 
© but ſcream moſt dreadfully, bemoan 
s myſelf and cry: but nothing could 
© mollify theſe barbarians; they forced 
© vs aſunder. I don't know what they 
© did with my huſband : they brought 
© me hither, where the firſt thing I ſaw 
© was my father and mother; rage in 
his countenance, and her eyes drown- 
ed in tears. Well, huſſey!“ fays 
* my father ſternly to me, ** does it be- 
© come you to conſpire againſt thoſe 
* who have raiſed you from nothing; 
to have recourſe to calumny for ſet- 
„ ting yourſelf at liberty, and getting 
* a huſband? You have but two things 
<« toreſolve on, ſorry wretch! either to 
ce take the habit to- morrow, or periſh.” 
© Saying this, he held vp his hand at 
me. Mind what I ſay to you: if 
* in two days you do not aſk to be re- 
c ceived a nun; or if, as you have al- 
«© ready done, you pretend to prate; ex- 
« pect no longer to find in me a pro- 
© rector, but an executioner!' With 
© theſe words, he led me to the door of 


© the incloſure, whiſpered the abbeſs, 


© and retired, | 
I won't repeat to you all the vex2- 
* tions and 1eproaches I had to ſuffer 


* from the ſuperior ; enraged at me for 


« the 
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the trick I had played her, in running 
© away from her hovſe, ſhe was incel- 
« {antly tormenting me, and for ever 
telling me, the belt thing for me was 
blind obedience ; that Monſieur De 
© —— had no mercy, and that as ſoon 
as ] had taken the veil, it behoved me 


to behave in ſuch a manner as to for- 


get my former life. I paſſed that 
© right and the day following in afflic- 
tion, and on the third I entered into 
© my noviceſhi ß. 

l cannot tell, my dear Miſs,” con- 
tinued Saint Agnes, (tor that was the 
name of this amiable perſon) © what has 
© happened ſince that time, nor what is 
become of Melicourt; all I know for 
certain, to my forrow, is, that at the 
expiration of the year, my father, 


(whom I ought not to call by that 


6 

6 

o 

o 

© name, on account of his barbarity,) 
© came here that very day, and ſending 
© for me, ſhut himſelf up with me alone, 
© and told me, in fucha tone that I till 
£ ſhudder at the remembrance of it, if I 
© did not make my profeſſion the next 
© day, or the day after, he would come 
© and fetch me away, having taken moſt 
s 
o 


aſſured means of ſeverely revenging 


himſelf for my diſobedience. 


© In fine, what ſhall I ſay to you 


more? This cruel ſacrifice has bound 
me for ever; I languiſh and I ſigh; 
they uſe me with more kindneſs, it is 
true, becauſe they think all is over; 
but what ſatisfaction can be made 
me? who can give me an equivalent 
for the torments I endure ? "Though I 
hide it from them, I bear in my 
heart my firſt engagement. Shocking 
ſtate! My profeſſion condemns theſe 
regrets; I am miſerable for the reſt of 
my days, and live in the horrible 
doubt of my eternal ſalvation.” On 
uttering theſe words, the ſorrowful 
Saint Agnes wept molt bitterly. © Spouſe 


"a 


© of my heart!” ſhe cried, * ſtill let me 


«© pronounce that name ſo ſolemnly ac- 
£ quired at the foot of the altar: ah! 
© nothing ſhall ever efface thy dear 
image from my foul!* Sighs inter 
cepted her ſpeech. I was moſt ſenſibly 
ſtruck with this ſight ; the circumſtances 
I was then in, made it affect me the 
more, and partake of het trouble; I did 
my utmoſt to comfort her, and gave her 
fuch marks of my friendſhip, as to pre- 
yail with her ſo far as to mitigate her 
ſorrow. _ _ 

I was too much convinced of the ſin- 
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cerity of the tender confidence Saint Ag- 
nes placed in me, not to manifeſt it to 
her, which I did by diſcloſing my heart, 
hiding from her no part of my hiltory. 
She was pleaſed with theſe marks of my 
ſincere attachment, and pitied my ſuf- 


ferings. But theſe may change, love- 
ly Jenny,” continued lhe; © you have 


the pleaſure of hopes left you ſtill; 
that is not my caſe; in my preſent 
ſituation, all is loſt in this world for 
me: death, that put an end to other 


o 
c 
c 
c 
. 
5 
0 
Which duty muſt I comply with? Am 
c 

do I ſay! Iam both at the ſame time.” 
—* Why did not you,” ſays I, plead 
your marriage to Monſieur De 
* when he would oblige you to become 


da nun?'— Did I not,” replied Saint 


Agnes; © he knew it very well. What 
© name do you think he gave our mar- 
* riage? No better than folly and mad- 
* nels.*—* But you ought at leaſt,” re- 
plied I, © to have proteſted againit your 


© profeſſion as invalid, by reaſon of the 


© conſtraint you were under,*—* Ah! 


* how could I?” anſwered this poor 


girl; © all the time of my noviceſhip I 


never was truſted out of fight: of 


© what uſe would it have proved to me, 
c after my profeſſion, to rebel, but to 


* have excited their greater ſeverity 


© againit me ?? 

The ſeverity of Saint Agnes's lot ap- 
peared very piain tome; her misfortunes 
ſo united me to her, and we became fo 
intimate, as ſcarce ever to leave each 
other: our mutual confidence proved of 
great conſolation to me; but I was ſoon 
deprived of this relief, and I ſhortly ex- 


perienced that Fortune was not weary of 
perſecuting me. 


Notwithſtanding one ought not to 
have any faith in a thouſand little tuper - 
ſtitions that are apt to creep into young 
people's minds; yet I could not help be- 
ing {truck with a dream I had at that 
time, and which has proved the preſage 
of what ſince befel me. 

Qne of the boarders, called Renne- 
ville, the youngeſt of ſeven ſiſters, whoſe 


mother had married a young man of no 


fortune in ſecond marriage, could not 
bring herſeit to the way of living in thoſe 
religious houſes: on this conſideration, 
from her mortal averſion to the mona- 
ſtery, ſhe had taken it into her head that 
the was not to ſtay there, Her incliga- 

| tion 


people's troubles, opens to me the 
door to everlaſting puniſhments. 


Ia wife, or a religious woman? What 
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tion for marriage carried her imagination 
into the wide world, and being of a very 
Hvely temper, ſhe had recourſe to prac- 
tices, which an ignorant pride has de- 
viſed for prying into futurity. | 
Saint Agnes and TI were mightily di- 


verted with the girl's company; ſhe gene- 
rally making one in our little parties of 


Pleaſure: without repoſing an entire con- 


Hdence in her, we were very intimate, 


particularly as to our averſion to the 
cloifter. Our diſcourſe frequently ran 
upon the means, though very chimerical 
ones, of obtaining our liberty, and ſcarce 
a day paſſed but Renneville amuſed us 
with ſome new diſcovery relating to it. 
Though cards were expreſsly forbid, ſhe 
was miſtreſs of a pack, which ſhe con- 
ſalted daily, and would fain perſuade 
us informed her of what was to hap- 

pen. Beſides this, ſhe imagined herſelf 
miſtrefſs of fome ſecrets with regard to 
dreams, by which ſhecould drawſurecon- 
cluſions concerning futurity. Though 
Saint Agnes and I were above ſuch non- 
fenlical follies, neverthelels we often 
amuſed ourſelves at her expence: every 
morning ſhe was fure to tell us what 
dream ſhe had the preceding night; 
then ſhe obliged vs to tell ours; all 
which ſhe immediately explained ac- 
cording to her rules: but when we had 
2 mind to vex her, which was as often as 
we were tired of her company, it was 
ſullicient to declare, we did not believe a 
word ſhe laid; nothing to her could be 
more mortitying. 

One evening, as St. Agnes and I 
were muſing by my fire- ſide, De Ren- 
neville ente ed the room with An air 
that would have ſuited the moſt joyful 
tidings. Now, at leaſt, cried ſhe, 
_ embracing us, you will no longer ſay 
* Tam mad; here is an infailible ſecret, 
© to know our ſevera} fortunes by 
dreams: how glad am 1!* continued 
ſhe, clapping her hands for joy, Her 
tranſport fet us a laughing. Nay, it 
is vo jeſting matter, added ſhe; 
© when you know the method, you 
£ will be qverjoyed, I will lay a wa- 
„ger. Here,“ tays ſhe, pulling a book 
out of her pocket, * here 1t is; 3 aye, and 
in print too: Iwill leave you to judge 
now, if there can be any doubt of it.“ 
Jopened the book, and found it to be 
A Treatiſe of Dreams and their Signifi- 
_ cations, with the Art of procuring 
them. There were ſeveral methods laid 
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down; I ſhall relate one, which, to 
oblige her, we were forced to employ, 
It was required to be twice twenty. 
four hours without any ſuppet, and the 
third day not to eat any dinner, taking 
no other nouriſhment at night than a 
cake made with half a pound of flour, 
without any ſalt, and, inſtead of butter, 
worked up with the greaſe of a black 
hen and rain-waiter, | 
The black hen made a deep impreſſion 
on De Reneville, inſomuch that ſhe 
warranted the ſecret infallible : a trial 
we were to makez and we three, on dif- 
ferent days, feigned ſome indiſpoſttion 


or other, to be excuſed from appearing 
in the refectory. Saint Agnes was firſt 


Initiated in the myſtery, and had, as 
ſhe aſſured vs the next morning, a very 
extraordinary dream, * There's for 
* you ' cried De Renneville, addreſſing 
herſelf to me. Very well,“ anfwered 
I, © but let's hear the reſt.“ De Ren- 


neville looked very ſimply, when Saint 


Agnes added, that indeed ſne had 


dreamed very ſtrangely all night long; 


but when ſhe waked, ſhe could not re- 
colle&t a fingle circumſtance. This 


would have cured me of my curioſity, 
but there was no quiet till I conſented 


to try the experiment. Saint Agnes was 
blamed for having drank twice after the 


cakez whereas, according to what was 


expreſsly ſpeciged, it ought to have been 
but once: care was taken that I com- 
plied to a tittle with the directions. 

I did not uſnally dream; neverthe- 
leſs, whether my imagination was more 
than commonly agitated, as I am apt to 
believe, or that the ſecret realiy had it's 
effect, that very night I had a dream, 
which I (hail never forget as long as I 
live. It was ſo uniform, and fo very 
particular, that I can't forbear relating 
it: reaſon convinces me, that it was 
entirely accidental; nevertheleſs, it tal- 
lied very exactly with what has fince 
happened. 

J thought I had left the monaſtery, 
and was got into a troublefome road 
full of thorns and briars ; the difficulty 
I found in advancing made me look 
eagerly about for a better way, A 
path, which appeared at ſome diſtance 
through the opening of an hedge, wade 
me very deſirous to reach it, though 
all my endeavours were in vain, for 
the tarther I advanced, the more 1 


found myſelf entangled ; but fill I was | 
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got diſcouraged ; the hopes of arriving 
at the path, making me flight all obſta- 
cles; nevertheleſs, I could not have 
{yrmounted them, had not a firanger 
pointed ddt a paſſage which brought me 
directly to him. I had no ſooner ar- 
rived, but he began to lead the way, 
looking back from time to time, and 


ſmiling upon me. He was dreſled in 


black, with a countenance ſo pleaſing, 
that I followed him with great conh- 
dence. . | Ns | | 
We had walked thus about a mile, 
when we came to a large ſtream, divid- 
ing the path in two. There was no 
coming to the other fide without paſſing 
the water, from which my natural ap- 
prehenſion of that element prevented 
me. 


But this was no hindrance to the 


ſtranger, who ſeemed to walk on the 
water's turface; and reaching the far- 
ther ſide, invited me to follow his ex- 
ample: but the fear of being drowned 


{ill prevailed. I went up to the bank, in 


order to find it paſſable above, but to 
my great ſurprize found it wider and 
wider: upon this 1 returned, and be- 
gan to think of venturing over, to which 
the ranger invited me with the mot 
alluring geſtures; when J heard a voice 
in the air crying out, Jane, Jane! take 
care! if you paſs the torrent, you'll 
© bedevoured by a monſter.“ Looking 
up, I ſaw in a cloud, which was flying 
away, a woman with a majeſtick coun- 
tenance, ſeated, as it were, on the ſtern 
of a ſhip, adorned with ſeveral ſtreamers 
waving in the wind, on which appeared 
the following words: Without virtue 
© xo one can arrive at their port.” But 


in a moment the whole pageant was lolt 


in the clouds. | 
I caſt a melancholy look on the 
ſtream; the ſtranger redoubled his im- 
portunities for me to follow him; but, 
reflecting on what J had ſeen and heard, 
I returned very haſtily the way I came. 
I was curious, through apprebenſion of 
being purſued, to look behind me; but, 
what a ſurprize! what a change | the 
ſtranger was become a hideous monſter, 


in full purſuit to devour me! Fear gave 


me unuſual (peed, 

Being now at a conſiderable diſtance, 
and as I imagined out of danger, I once 
more looked back towards the fatal 
place; inſtead of the ſtream, there ap- 
peared a black thick miſt, ſending forth 
a peſtiferous vapour; through the clouds 
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every moment darted out ſudden flaſhes 
of lightning, followed by inceſſant burſts 
of thunder, inſomuch that I fled with 


the utmoſt precipitancy from ſo terrify- 


ing a ſcene. 


As I advanced, I found the path gra- 


dually enlarged itſelf; it brought me to 
a delightful meadow, enamelled with a 
thouſand beautiful flowers; the point of 
view terminated in a magnificent palace, 
whole ſtructure appeared to he in the 


grand taſte, *© Heaven be praiſed !* ſaid 


I to myſelf, here, at leaſt, my trou- 
* bles will end; this palace is certain- 
ly inhabited, and I may poſſibly gain 
© admittance.” With this hope I al. 
vanced towards the building, bur 2 
infinitely ſurprized, in arriving at it, tv 
find no gate, though I looked earneitiy 
on all fides. Night came on; the fur ;- 
ous monſter I had fo lately ſeen alarm 4 
me cruelly: © I ſhall certainly be de. 
« voured,” ſaid I to myſelf, Upon this 
reflection I burſt into tears. 5 
Whilſt I was ſinking under this per- 
plexity, there came and fawned upy 
me a lamb, whoſe fleece ſurpaſſed 
new-fallen ſnow; little garlanGs 
flowers were tied about him with curio 
ribbands. He played round me fo pr- 
tily, that I could not forbear returnin. 


him his careſſes, which ſeemed very 
pleaſing to him; but I was not a litt 


ſurprized to hear him ſpeak to me 11s 
following manner. Follow me, feng; 
I will conduct you to a palace wn. 
* happinels attends you. — Alas sn. 
ſwered I, mp pretty lamb, how car 
© that be, (thinking he meant (that 
which was before us.) © I ſought a long 
time in vain to find the door.'— Fol- 
© low me, ' continued the lamb ; III 
© ſhew you one prelently.* I complied, 
but was uneaſy to find we paſſed by the 
palace I had admired ſo much. 

A pile of building, which I had not 
obſerved, was at a ſmall diſtance, but 
as frighttul as the other was charm- 
ing ; it's walls were black and hideous; 
the entrance enormouſly wide, through 
which crowds of people were continu- 
ally hucrying in, but few or none, at 
leaſt that I could diſcern, ever returned. 
Struck at what I ſaw, I ſtopped ſhort, 
The lamb renewed his careſſes to en- 
gage me to advance; I anſwered to what 


he alledged to prevail on me, that we 
had paſſed by the palace where I deſired 


to be introduced. \ 
Finding be could not ſucceed, he roſe 
| 3 
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his eyes rolling with fury. Let any 
one imagine the terror which ſeized me, 
when I beheld the ſame monſter which 


had purſued me before! He flew at me, 


and my outcriesechoed on all ſides. 

I was on the point of falling a prey 
to him, when a ſhrill diftin& voice put 
2 ſtop to his fury. Hold, fatal ene- 
< my!" it ſaid; © Jane refuſed of her 


© own accord to enter thy palace, thou 


© haſt no farther power. Be gone, O 


Vice! this trial ſuffices; for the fu- 


© ture my palace. ſhall-be her refuge.“ 
Theſe words pronounced, the ſame dei- 
ty I had ſeen before in the air appeared 
again, covering her face that ſhe might 
not behold fo horrid a monſter. Giv- 
ing me her hand, ſhe led me to the fo 
muci viſhed- for palace. We entered 
hy a ſtecp and narrow ſtair-caſe, which 
had not diſcovered, and which brought 
to a ſpacious temple, inſpiring joy 
content in all that entered, In it was 
ced the throne of Virtue, ſurround- 
by a ſmall, though ſelect and noble 
:endance. Notwithſtanding the ſolid 
ealures which reigned in this happy 

_ abode, ſomething, I thought, was want- 
ing to compleat my happineſs. But, 
plealing deluſion ! all my vows were ſoon 
accompliſhed. Wiſdom, who it ſeemed 


to the altar: Heavens! what do I ſee 
there? the marquis! Ovr hands are 
united. My ſoul, unable to bear ſuch 
an extaſy, dies away I ſtarted out of 
my ſleep. . 55 

This dream made ſuch an impreſſion 
on my mind, that I ſpent two hours in 
reflecting on it. Saint Agnes and De 
Renneville ſurprized me in my medita- 
tion. I'll lay a wager,” cried the 
latter, you have dreamed of ſomething, 
and have not forgot it.“ As I was 
_ unwilling to make her acquainted with 
what had paſſed, I pretended the ſame 
excuſe which Saint Agnes had made, 
that I could remember nothing of it. 
Von are a couple of diſſemblers,' ſays 
De Renneville, I ſee plainly; the ſe- 
© cret is a good one, and you have 
. found the benefit of it; but you are 
for keeping it to yourſelves, Well, 
ſays ſhe, with an air of fcorn, I'll try 
it myſelf, and, to be even with you, 
vill be as reſerved as yourſelves,” 
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up on end, ſaying, Since fair means 
vill not prevail, thou ſhalt know what 
In an inſtant his fleece was 
changed into a rough ſad-coloured hair, 


at leaſt to amuſe us. 


| I was like to be concerned. 
directed the. ceremonies, conducted me 


Saying this, ſhe left us; and as (is 

was oftentimes inſupportable, her com- 

pany was not at all deſired. . 
As ſoon as we were alone, I acquain:-. 


ed Saint Agnes with my dream ſh- 


was ſurprized, and told me it portend- 
ed ſomething. * You will be ad 
in difficulties,” continued ſhe; but 


_ © happineſs attends you at laſt. Alas! 


© how far different is my unhappy fate! 
© no hope left, nothing but continual 
«© afflictions to be expected!* I endea- 


voured to divert the dear creature, ſeeing 


her eyes full of tears; and in order to 


it made her write down my dream. We 


both of us frequently employed ourſel ves 
in writing our adventures, which ſerved 
One morning, whilſt Saint Agnes and 
J were reaſoning on the unhappy con- 
dition of a young woman who falls a 
ſacrifice to the intereſt or caprice of her 
parents, De Renneviile put a ſtop to 
our reflections, by coming to tell us 
that a young lady, who ſeemed to be 
overwhelmed with ſorrow, was juſt ar- 
rived. © You'll find the is ſome un- 


© fortunate victim,” continued De Ren- 


neville; © one may read as much in her 


very countenance.” Saint Agnes, as 


well as I, was too much affected with 
what we had been talking of, to mind 
the news De Renneville brought us: for 
my part, I little imagined how deeply 
De Renneville, who never ſtaid long 
in a place, finding we were not diſpoſed 
to chat with her, preſently left us. We 
reſumed our ſubject; and Saint Agnes, 
more diſpirited than uſual, owned very 
frankly ſhe could bear up, o longer 
againſt her misfortunes. Hook this op- 
portunity to adviſe her; that if that was 
the caſe, it was high time to take ſome 
meaſures for putting an end to them; 
that ſomething ſhould be ready drawn 
up, which, when an opportunity offer- 
ed, ſhould be ſent to Monſieur De Me- 
licourt, who had already exerted him- 
ſelf in her behalf. This advice gave 
her new life: ſhe deſired me to write a 
memorial of what had paſſed; to this 
ſhe ſubjoined a proteſtation againft her 
vows. A fortunate precaution, as it af- 
terwards proved, though I then little 
thought of being employed in the affair, 
or that we were on the point of being 
ſeparated from each other, 

Juſt as Saint Agnes had made up the 
packet, the bell rung to go to the re- 
| fectory. 
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tefory. We made all the haſte poſſible, 
having been frequently reprimanded for 
comihg too late. I went as uſual to the 
nſioner's table: the young lady De 
Rennevill 
there: ſhe roſe out of civility when 1 
came; but, Heavens! who ſhould I ſee? 
Let any one judge of my ſurprize and 
aſtoniſhment. My heart fell a beating 
the moment I diſcovered one I had no 
reaſon to be very fond of; in a word 
Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, 

J turned pale at the rencounter, a ge- 
neral trembling ſeized me, and I fell 
back into a chair, every one running to 
my aſſiſtance, nuns and penſioners with = 
out exception, as I was much beloved 
Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux herſelf among 
the reſt, not having diſcovered who I 
was. The moment ſhe looked me in 
the face, ſhe recollected herſelf: Good 
© God? cried ſhe, © what do I ſee! it 
© is Jenny! who would have thought 
it! Ah, it is no wonder my bro- 
© ther breathes his laſt! Saying this, 
ſhe run from me as if ſhe was diſtracted, 
crying all the way, that I was a wicked 
creature, and the occaſion of her bro- 
ther's being aſſaſſinated; in fine, ſhe fill- 
ed the whole houle with her tears and 
lamentations. 

But before I proceed, it will not be 
improper to touch upon the occaſion 
which brought Mademoiſelle D*Elbieux 
to the monaſtery where I was placed. 
A ſervant belonging to the Chevalier 
_ D'Elbieux, who was preſent at the ren- 
counter, took poſt, and acquainted the 
counteſs with what kad happened. 
Struck with the deſperate condition her 
ſon was in, ſhe reſolved to ſet out with 
her daughter in a chaiſe to come and 


3 


tend bim: but, as misfortune generally 


follows misfortune, ſhe had no ſooner 
left her own houſe, but a meſſenger ar- 
rived from Paris, ſent expreſs by her 
huſband, who was under confinement 
on account of a quarrel with a perſon 
ef quality, directing her to repair in- 
ſtantly to Paris, in order to ſolicit his 
diſcharge, The counteſs was over- 
whelmed with this ſecond difalter, di- 
vided as ſhe was between her duty to 
the count and tender regard for her ton: 
in her own inclinations the ſon would 


have had the preference; but the impu- 


tation of not being upon very good terms 
with her huſband, (and which would 
have been confirmed on ſuch an urgent 
occaſion) determined her to take the 
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had mentioned was fitting 


81 
road for Paris. Mademoiſelle D*'El- 
bieux was of the ſame opinion; but her 
tenderneſs for the chevalier made her 
tell the counteſs, that he ought not to 
be abandoned whilſt his life was in ſuch 
imminent danger, and therefore obtain- 
ed her conſent to go to Madame De 
G , whither the counteſs could not 
poſſibly carry her, (though ſhe would very 
gladly have done it) without loſing an 
entire day by going ſo far out of the road; 
whereas by her huſband's orders ſhe was 


obliged to reach Paris that night. Whilſt 


theſe things were ſettling in ſuch a man- 
ner that they might not interfere one 
with another, the counteſs bethought 
herſelf of having been a penſioner in the 
monaſtery where I actually was, and 
vrhich lying in her road to Paris, was a 


convenient place tq ſet down her daugh- 
ter, who from thence might go in an- 


other chaiſe to Madame De G— 's 
caſtle, which ſhe knew was but a few 
miles diſtant, 

The train of misfortunes which pur= 
ſued me ordered it ſo, that when the 
counteſs arrived, there was no chaiſe to 


be had for her daughter: the abbeſs 


thought of an expedient, which was, ta 


ſend a meſſenger to Madame De G 


for one; and, in the mean time, Made- 


moiſelle D*'Elbieux was to ftay at the 
monaſtery, In ſuch caſes, the ſtran- 


gers uſually dined in a parlour; but 
my ill-fated deſtiny inclined her to dine 
in the refectory, where we met. There 


are in life, often effected by mere chance, 


occurrences ſo very ſingular, that one is 
apt to attribute them to premeditated 
deſigns. In reality, nothing could be 
more extraordinary than what happen- 
ed to me at this juncture. Though 
there was nothing ſurprizing in the 
count's being confined, every day pro- 


ducing adventures of that nature, yet I 


could never ſatisfy myſelf as to this in- 
cident; eſpecially when it ſo nearly 
concerned me not to be diſcovered, But 
to return to our hiſtory, 


Mademoiſcile D*'Elbieux's outcries 


drew lome of the nuns after her to 
know the occaſion, Her reſentment 
againſt me exerted itſelf very ſeverely, 
She gave them my hiſtory, (not for- 


getting what I came from) ſetting off 


every circumſtance in the ſtrongeſt co- 
lours malice could poſſibly invent; and 
all this before the abbeſs and ſeveral of 
the nuns. The abbeſs, piqued at her 
being impoſed * ö 
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ſelle D'Elbieux, that ſince it was ſo, 
the would ſend me away very ſhortly. 
A chaiſe being brought the next 
morning, Mademoiſelle D'Elbteux went 
away. For my part, that day and the 
following night were ſpent in the cru- 
elleſt agitations. 'The amiable Saint 
Agnes, terrified at the continual faint- 
ings which ſeized me, employed all the 
care the tendereſt friendſhip could deviſe 
in my behalf. Take courage, my 
© dear,* ſaid ſhe, you will one day 
© ſurmount theſe iff culties, 1 under- 
© take to foretel; in the mean time, 
atience and policy muſt not be want- 
ing: if you ſuffer yourſelf to be thus 
caſt down, the whole monaſtery will 
believe all the wicked creature has 
advanced. She exceeds by far the cha- 
rater you gave of her: nevertheleſs, 
you have this comfort, you are gene- 
rally beloved, and conſequently ſhe 
will find very little credit.'—* Ah, 
my dear friend !* replied I, calum- 
ny bears a great ſway, and eaſily 
leaves a mark : but that 1s not the 


worſt I dread ; ſooner or later, what 


ſhe has alledged will be remembered; 
and when J reflect on the conſequences 


that may naturally follow, I give my- 


« 
« 
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© felf over for loſt, When Mademoi- 
c ſelle D'Elbieux arrives at Madame 
De G is, her tears and juſt reſent- 
ment will entirely deſtroy the little 
© intereſt I have left with my patroneſs, 
© as every thing makes againſt me; the 
© letters ſhe formerly wrote, which 1 
© have mentioned to you, left too deep 
an impreſſion in Madame De G— s 
© mind, to ſay nothing of what has 
© happened ſince; her abrupt manner 
© of leaving me, the little notice ſhe 
© takes of me at preſent, are they not 
© fatal indications that I am not miſ- 
© taken? Ves, continued I, burſting 


Into tears; © and to compleat my miſe- 


© ry, I ſhall perhaps be torn from you: 
© this very monaſtery, once ſo hateful, 
© through the friendſhip with which 
you are pleaſed to honour me, is be- 
© come the deareſt obje& of my wiſhes.” 
Saint Agnes plainly ſhewed by her tears 
and careſſes, how much ſhe was affe&t- 
ed with what I ſaid; when a perfon 
came to acquaint me, that the abbels 
called for me. Ah!” cried I, here 
begins my new train of misfortunes !* 
J followed the nun who came for me, 


Saint Agnes making a ſign that ſhe 


"would wait for me in her cell, I came 
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apprehenſions; ſhe was ſurrounded b 
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to the abbeſs's chamber undey terrible 


ſeveral nuns, who talked to her wit 
great vehemency, I no ſoonęr appear. 
ed, but a general filence followed, 
© Come hither, Miſs,” cried the abbeſs; 
© pray inform me, as to be ſure you 
© can, what reaſon Madame De G 
© could have for deceiving me, and 
paſſing you upon me for her niece? 
Had ſhe thought fit to have truſted 
me with the ſecret, it might have 
been of ſervice to you; eſpecially as I 
am ſenſible of the obligations I have 
to that lady, which I am not aſhamed 
to acknowledge, as all here preſent 
can witneſs, In all appearance you 
are much in favour with her; her 
_ adopting a country girl for a niece is 
certainly a convincing proof, You 
ſeem a little confounded ; but take 
courage; you come too well recom- 
mended, to have the le:.ſt reaſon to 
apprehend any ill uſage from me: 
nevertheleſs, tell the truth ; for that 
alone can entitle you to an abode 
here. Conſider, whether you had beſt 
intereſt me in your behalf, or provide 
tor yourlelf.” | 

This harangve, from a reverend per- 
ſon, went ſo far as to draw tears, but 
gave me no encouragement to ſpeak my 
mind: as it laſted a conſiderable while, 
through her want of breath, I had ſuf- 
ficient time to reflect how I ſhould be- 
have; I concluded not to explain *"my- 
ſelf till I heard from Madame DeG . 
who, it was natural to imagine, upon 
Mademoiſelle D' Elbieux's arrival, would 
come to a reſolution, and either fend a 
meſſenger, or write to me. Upon this 
I anſwered, that I knew Mademoiſelle 
D'Elbieux, and the little favour T 


could expect at her hands; but as to 


the airs ſhe had been pleaſed to give 
herſelf, and the character ſhe had be- 


ſtowed on me, it was a myſtery I could 


not pretend to unravel ; that I had no- 


thing more to ſay, but was ready to 
return, if it ſhould be required. The 
abbeſs, ſurprized to ſee me ſo reſolute, 
whiſpered one of the nuns, and then 
made a ſign for me to retire ; which J 
did, making a low curtſey, and repair- 
ed to my cell, where I found Saint Ag- 

nes waiting for me in great anxiety. 
She was all in tears, and it was my 
turn to comfort her: the apprehenſions 
that I ſhould be ſent away, and the fear 
of loſing ſo intimate a friend, 3 
| er 
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her cruelly; and, indeed, what can be 
a greater conſolation, than to ſhare our 
griefs with thoſe who affectionately in- 
tereſt theihſelves in our behalf? The 
remaining part of the day was ſpent in 
melancholy reflections, and we did not 
part till very late at night. 
Notwithſtanding the trouble of mind 
I lay under, I was on the point of fall- 
ing aſleep, when I heard my door open. 
I trembled every joint, not being able 


to divine who could come to me at that 


hour. © Are you awake, dear Jenny?“ 
ſaid Saint Agnes, coming up to me. 
© Good God !' replied I, * how you 
- © frightened me!'— ll lay a wager,” 
ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, you expected ſome- 
body elſe. A lover, for example, at 
this critical juncture, would have been 
natural enough; but in our hiſtory 
it would have been a difficult matter, 
eſpecially as the men of theſe days are 
leſs enterprizing than in the ages of 
© knight-errantry.* Saying this, ſhe ſat 
down upon the bed, dreſſed in her night - 
cloaths; and, as white became her par- 
ticolarly well, ſhe looked charmingly 
handſome; I could not forbear com- 
plimenting her upon it. Alas! ſays 
ſhe, * how can you mind fuch things! 
© A convincing proof that we women, 
though engaged in the moſt ſerious 
affairs, are ever prone to trifles. Would 
it not have been more natural for you 
to, have aſked the reaſon of my diſturb- 
ing you at ſuch an unſeaſonable hour?” 
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—* Good God! I replied, * as if I 
© could be diſturbed by one that is ſo 


© dear! But you ſeem to have letters 
© in your hand! Have you received any 
© lately ?*—* Alas! from whom!“ an- 
ſwered Saint Agnes; theſe are what 
© we wrote together: for I was no 
© ſooner in bed but I reflected on all 
that had paſſed to-day, and from 
. 

© bility your ſtay may be ſhort, Ima- 
c gine the trouble this mult neceſſarily 
give me. 
© tereſt interfered: I immediately re- 
* ſolved, left I ſhould be prevented by 
© your {udden departure, to come and 
© beg, that if am ſo unfortunate as to 
* loſe you, thele letters may be taken 
© care of, as ſoon as your ownaffairs wil! 
# adimit.'—* I thall not wait for that,“ 
I replied ; © if, my dear friend, we mult 
“part, your buſineſs hall have the pre- 
* ference; I know too well, by fatal 
s experience, the torture of incertitude, 


thence concluded, that in all proba- 


However, a little ſelf-in- 
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to abandon you to it. It was my 
duty to have prevented you on this 
occaſion : let the vexation I have un- 
dergone, plead my excuſe; I will 
make amends hereafter.” Saint Ag- 
nes took me in her arms, fully ſatis fied 
with what I had promifed. We paſſed 
great part of the night in talking of our 
affairs, and taking proper meaſures that 
the letters might be ſafely delivered, and 
the anſwers returned, I ſet down in 
writing the names of the perſons and 
places; after which, being much ta- 
tigned with watching, Saint Agnes re- 
tirel, and I fell aſleep. 

I was two days under the greateſt un- 
eaſineſs, without hearing any news: on 
the third day, Madame De G wrote 
to my ſuperior to put me into the hands 
of the hearer of her letter: ſhe took no 
farther notice of any thing, but that ſhe 
would ſhortly ſee her. I happened to 
be with the ſuperior when the expreſs 
arrived ; ſhe ſhook her head at this let- 
ter, faying, © This is very myſterious, 
* indeed!—Co your ways, Mitfs,* ſaid 
ſhe to me, and pack up your things, 
« whit I return an anſwer to Madame 
De G——.,* Saint Agnes being then 
preſent, would have followed me; but 
ſhe was ordered to {tay where ſhe was: 
it was apprehended, undoubtedly, leſt 
this nun (ſhould take occaſion of my de- 
parture to give me fome commiſſion, 
but it proved too late; fo true it is, that 
we ſhould not defer buſineſs to the laſt 
day, 

I went to my cell diſturbed, as may 
be imagined, and had foon taken order 
about my departure; from thence I re- 
turned to the lady abbeſs, to take my 
leave, which ſhe received with great in- 
difference: it was not ſo with the reſt of 
the community and pentioners; they each 
of them embraced me, and gave me 
marks of their friendſhip. When1t came 
to Saint Agnes's turn, ſhe fell a crying 
bitterly : my ſeparation from this dear 
friend drew tears from me, as 1 ſqueezed 
her hand, 
the perſon who came to feich me away: 
at laſt the appeared, and, to my com- 
fort, it Was Chriltina, woman to Ma- 
dame De G , who, as I mentioned 
before, loved me fo well. In ſpite cf 
my tronble I was pleated to lee her, 
Ah, dear Chriſtina !' ſaid I to her, 
getting into the chaiſe, what am I to 
hear next? Has your lady any regard 
left for me?'— I have a great deal 
7 0" 
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Till then, I had not ſeen 
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© to tell you,” replied the maid, mighti- 
ly taken with the careſſes I beſtowed on 
her; © you ſhall hear it as ſoon as we 
© can get out of the village, God bleſs 
mel' cried ſhe, how you are chang- 
ed!'—" Truly, replied I, no great 
wonder; I have not had a quiet mo- 


and diſtreſs 1s no friend to beauty: 
but what is moſt extraordinary, if a 
ſmall matter caſts me down, the ſlight- 
eſt ſatisfaction ſets me up again.“ 

As ſoon as we were got into the open 
country, I reminded Chriſtina of her 
promiſe. * Alas!” replied ſhe, * I with 
© had nothing to tell you; but I love 


© you too well, dear Jenny, to hide 
© any thing from you. I'll lay a wa- 
E ger you can't gueſs on whoſe account 


you are taken from this monaſtery." 


— Madame De G=—"s?" replied 12 


Miſs D'Elhieux's?*—* No,” ſays ſhe; 
the chevalier himſelf, who now hes 
at the point of death, touched with a 
. ſenſe of all the misfortunes he has 


brought on you, defires to ſee you, 


with tears in his eyes; and knowing 
the averſion his filter has for you, 


he made her promiſe to receive you 


kindly, This young lady at firſt was 


G—— was afraid to ſpeak in your 
behalf, ſo much was ſhe tranſported 


with paſſion: however, the ſeems fome- 


thing appeaſed ever ſince her brother 
has declared his intentions to her; 
though it is eaſily perceived, ſhe only 
hides the rancour of her mind,'—* J 


know her,* 1eplied I, and will take 


care of her. But what do they fay 
betides? What will they do with me? 
Why am ! ſent for? What has hap- 


© pened in my abſence?'—* You may 
© eafily imagine the marquis has not 


© forgot you, ſaid Chrittina, looking 


ſtedfaſtly on mez © and you will be 


< glad to hear ſomething of him; how- 
© ever, that is what I am forbid poſi- 
© tively 3 but that would be too cruel t 
© as I know your difcretion, I will 
proceed to give you the ſatisfaction 
you defire, n | 

That very day that Madame De 
© G-—— came hack from the monaſtery 
you have juſt now quitted, ſhe received 
© aletterfrom the marquis, who defired, 
in the molt tender and reſpectful man- 
5 ner, to hear how you did; adding, 
« 
. 


rhat he hoped in time to make her bis 


* acknowledgments for the protection 


ment fince I came to this convent; 


© ſhe was pleaſed to grant you. The 
© valet de chambre, who had ofders 


from his maſter to ſee you, and per- 


© haps to deliver you ſome letters, had 
but juſt time to receive his anſwer 
© from my lady before he returned, be- 
* cauſe of her apprehenſions leſt the 
marquis ſhoald not be made ſenſible 
* enough, that the affair was much talk- 
c 
0 
0 


* 


ed of, having all the reaſon in the 
world to dread the valet's being ſeized 
every moment. 

* Theſe fears of Madame De G—— 
were but too true; that very night at 
twelve there came an exempt, bearing 
lettres de catchet, to arreſt the mar- 


my dear child, and all thoſe who had 
any concern in this unlucky affair 
The caſtle and the village underwent 
the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny imaginable z they 
rummaged the molt private places, ſo 
confident was the exempt of finding 
what he ſought for. He would have 
taken away the Chevalier D'Elbieux j 


cians and ſurgeons, that removing 
him might coſt him his life, he drew 
up a verbal proceſs, left him in cuſto- 
dy of proper officers, and returned to 
give an account of his proceedings. 
Monſieur De G—— ſet out at the 
ſame time, and having made interelt by 
his friends, and given ſatis faction to 
the families concerned, the affair took a 
| favourable turn, and the officers were 
remanded, But though the marquis 


as well as the chevalier, notwithſtand- 
ing the firſt of theſe is commanded 
not to appear again till farther orders, 
yet all this will not ſcreen you: the 
court being informed that you are the 
cauſe of this duel, has ordered you to 
be arreſted and confined.*—-+ Ab, 
my God!” cried I, Iam loſt! It is 
to ſecure me, then, that T am brought 
from the monaſtery '=—No,* con- 
inued Chriſtinaz „fear nothing; the 
ſcarch is over, and they imagine you 
are at a great diſtance, White vou 
are with my lady, you may be ealy: 
I won't tel} you her defien ; you ſhall 
know it from her own mouth, 

All that I can tell you for certain is, 
„that I have heard my lady fay, but 
for your lover's father your name 
would not have been brought in quel- 
0 
6 


you ſhould be arreſted, Alarmed at 
| EI your 


quis, the Chevalier D'Elbieux, you 


but, on the atteſtations of the phyſi- 


be cennived at by a particular favour. 


tion in all this affair: he even inſiſted 
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5 your eſcape, and ſuſpecting Madame 
+ DeG——— of being your friend, he 
© wrete her a thundering letter about 
you, wherein he complains bitterly 
that ſhe was the cauſe, by protecting 
vou, of the rencounter which endan- 
6 gered his ſon's life. He peremptorily 
demands that you be admitted a nun.“ 
And, Madam," cried I, haſtily in- 
terrupting her, © what fays ſhe??— I 
don't know, continved Chriſtina; *ſhe 
© has not communicated her thoughts 
© to me on that ſubje& ; but there is no 
danger of her leaving you, ſhe loves 
you too well. If you did but know 
how earneſtly the recommended to me 
to draw up the glaſſes of the chaiſe, 
and to hide you when any one came 
by, you would be quite eaſy; her 
great regard ſhould ſatisty and con- 
vince you, that without a tender con- 
cern, ſhe could never be fo ſolicitous 
about ſuch trifles,” 
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encourage me, but in vain, I gave my- 
ſelf up to grief, and regretted a thou- 
ſand times my native village. Where 


© js my father, mother, fitter, and rela- 


© tions? Alas! how happy were my 
© days when I dwelt in the peaceful 
*v cottage; though my plealures were 
© but ſimple, my cares were inconſide- 
© rable. Shall I never live to ſee that 
6 bleſſed time again!? 
At laſt we arrived at the village ; 
Chriſtina ſat on my lap as we came in, 
and took all poſſible precautions to hide 
me. The poſtilion, who had his or- 
ders, ſet us down in the inner caurt of 
the caſtle; from thence they conducted 
me into the lady's cloſet; word was ſent 
her of my arrival; whilſt L waited for 
her, ſuch a palpitation of the heart, 
and oppreſſion of ſpirus, ſeized me, as is 
not to be expreſſed. 
Hou are come, then, my poor Jen- 
* ny,” {aid this lady to me as ſhe enter- 

ed, raiſing me vp; in truth your lot 
dis very unfortunate: I with, with all 
* my heart, I had never known you, 
* You are 2 good girl, and have not de- 
c ſerved, nor brought upon yourſelf, 
# theſe unhappy adventures; but you 
care not leſs miſerable; I am extreme- 
* Iy perplexed to know what to do with 
© you, Chriſtina has told you, with- 
cout doubt, all that has paſſed, and how 


$ preſhng Monſeur Le Marquis De L. 


s V. is with me to have you delivered 


into his hands, I don't Know which 


Chriſtina ſaid a great deal more to 
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way to determine, Monſieur De 
G „ On the other hand, wiſhes I 
would ſurrender you to that nobles 
man, who engages his word, as he 
writes to me, that not only no harm 
ſhall come to you, but that he will 
give poſitive orders to treat you gent- 
Iy. Notwithſtandipg his promiſes, my 
friendſhip for you witholds me. What 
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cried I, falling at her feet, pity your 
poor Jenny: if you abandon me, I 
© mult die in deſpair! Admit I were to 
depend on the word of the marquis, 
notwithſtanding the reaſons he has to 
be diſſatisfied with me, have not I 
great room to dread freſh adventures ? 
You know his ſon, and what he is 
capable of doing. No ſooner will he 


know the place where his- father hath 


and earth to fee me or ſteal me away. 
Ah, Madam, ſave me from theſe new 
diſaſters! I do conjure you, abandon me 
firſt to my evil fate, and permit me to 


retire: even this very night, Iwill hide 


myſelf from the world. Happy ſhould 
I be, could J but forget myſelf!'— 
We will think of it,“ ſays Madame 
De G——, muſing in the mean time, 
Stay here, I will ſtep to the Chevalier 


0 
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© confined me, but he will move heaven 
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D'Elbieux, and know if he is diſpoſed 


to ſee you; he has done nothing theſe 
twenty-four hours but call for you; 
his ſiſter, of whom Chriſtina has un- 


doubtedly ſpoke to you, did her ut- 


o 

* 

4 

c 

( 

c 

© moſt to reſtrain him from that eager- 
* neſs; her oppoſition had like to have 
proved fatal to him; he was taken 
$ with a fainting-fit, and Mademoiſelle 
© D*'Elbieux, who loves him tenderly, 
 grieved to have been the cauſe of it, 
© aſked his pardon with tears in her 
© eyes, and promiſed him that for his 
* ſake ſhe would be your friend, and 
© that ſhe would receive you kindly. 
© The unfortunate chevalier ſeeing this 
© alteration, embraced her, ſaying, that 
© all the world ſhould be ſatisfied as 
ſoon as he had ſpoke to you. He ſent 
for a notary, who, as they ſay, has 
© drawn up his will, The poor young 
* man is very ill; and the ſurgeon aftirms 
he can never get the better of it with- 
© out a miracle, his fever having no in- 
© termiſſion, 
dame De G,, as ſhe was going away; 
you ſhall hear from me preſently: be 
© ealy; who knows but God may have 


© vity on you!' 
| n Madame 
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is belt to be done? —* Ah, Madam,“ 


Adieu, Jenny,” ſays Ma- 
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Madame De G=— was ſcarce gone 


out of the cloſet, when Miſs D*'Elbieux 


appeared with a candle in her hand. She 
12 pale at the ſight of me. I believe 


did not yield to her in that reſpect. 


However, ſhe was more courageous than 
I, and advanced firſt. My legs failed 
under me through a general tremor 
which ſeized me. * Can you forgive, 
my dear Jenny, ſays this youns lady, 
embracing me, all the trouble I have 
© cauſed you; you have too much ſenſe 


£ to with me any harm for it; the fears 


I I was always under for what has now 
© come to pals, occaſioned my diflike, 


E but the condition my brother is now . 


© in, together with his entreaties, has 
_ © extinguiſhed it: come, then; your 
© preſence may perhaps contribute to his 
recovery. Alas! I much fear they 
© difſemble the danger he is really in 
© of loſing. his life.“ I anſwered only 
with my tears, Mademoiſelle D'El- 
| bieux's behaviour moving me to com- 


paſſion. Candour is always liable to 
de impoſed on by appearances, I fol- 


lowed her to her brother's apartment, 
where ſhe was no ſooner arrived, but 
the cried out, Here is my friend, Jen- 
c ny! pray God the fight of her may 


© reſtore you to me!' A faint voice re- 


plied, * Where is ſhe? Let me ſee her, 
continued the chevalier, and I die con- 
tent.“ Drawing near him, not with- 
out ſome apprehenſion, he ſtretched out 
his hand to mine. The agonizing voice, 
and death in his countenance, affected 
me very much. | TD, 


once more. Jenny, can you forgiveme 
all the vexations I have cauſed you? 
Will my death be ſufficient to atone 


girl of my remorle for my criminal 
paſſion towards her! If I could but 
live to make you a witneſs of God's 
grace in my regard, by ſhewing the 
horror J have for preſuming to aſſault 
your innocence! Inſtead of that fran- 
tick love, receive now the aſſurance of 
a moſt ſincere and tender friendſhip, 
Whether I Jive or die, I ſhall never 
alter, Preſent my ſervice to the mar- 
2 whenever you ite him, and aſ- 
ure him that I repent of having given 
him ſo much uneaſineſs; I will make 


„ „ K A N N n O n 


for you. Do you rightly underſtand 
me, Jenny?“ cried he, which he re- 


J no longer regret any thing in 
this life,” cried be, ſince I ſee you 


for them? — O Heaven, convince this 


amends for it by what I ſhall do 


peated twice over. Do you promiſe,” 
continued he, © to pray to God to pardon 
me? Your innocence will obtain mercy 
© for me.“ Prenouncing tle words, 
he lifted up his eyes, and prayed moſt 


devouily; then turning to his valet de 


chambre, called for what he had bid 
him lock up. The chevalier receiving 
a {mall packet ſealed, preſented me with 
it, This, fays he, is the leaſt J 
© could do for you; it is a bond for 
© twenty thouſand livres, left by an 
© uncle, and conſequently cannot injure 
my family: Miſs D'Elbieux has been 
© acquatated with it, and not only thinks 
© it proper, but has even promited to 


© love you and make an addition to it, 


© Is not that true, dear ſiſter, cried he, 


ſtretching forth his hand. Your love 


« for me is too great to be indifferent to 
my memory.“ | | 
The poor chevalier, who forced tears 
from all about him, ſeemed to ſhew a 
glimpſe of joy at the kiſs his ſiſter gave 
me, in compliance with what he ſaid, 
He concluded by ſaying, * I am ſatis- 
© fed; this is all I defired of Heaven. 
© In order to thew my gratitude, 1 now 


© turn all my thoughts to the medita- 


© tion of God's mercy.* Saying this, he 


took my hand, and ſqueezed it, weak as 
he was; then he embraced his ſiſter who 
was bathed in tears, and his confeſſor 


was brought in, after he had firlt re- 


turned thanks to Madame de G—— 


for all her kindneſs, and made an oblige 
ing ſign of reſpect to all that were pre- 
ſent. 

We were eight days in ſuſpence for 


the Chevalier D'Elbieux's life; ſome- 


times there were hopes, ſometimes he 
was given over. On the ninth day, the 
ſurgeon declared, that if the fever left 
him, he was out of danger; and at 


night it did ſo. This news was re- 


ceived with joy, in which J ſhared with 
every body elſe on the occaſion, HII 
D'Elbieux, changed as much as pofſible 
in my regard, prafeſſed a great friend- 


ſhip for me, and declared publickly, 


that if her brother recovered this time, 
ſhe ſhould be obliged to me alone, after 
God, for it, 1 anſwered theſe civilities 
with all the affe ion poſſible, Whowould 
have thought ſhe deceived me, and that 
ſhe was forming defigns againſt me, the 
blackeſt you can imagine between the 
molt mortal enemies! | 
The Chevalier D'Elbieux, who had 
obtained new life and health, neee 
Net; ally 
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Alſo the ſentiments of honour and probi- 
ty. He ſhewed himſelf entirely free 
from the paſſion he had conceived for 
me; but there hung on him a deep me- 
lancholy, and he ſeemed full of ſome 
important deſign. I could not help be- 
ing ſecretly ſtruck at this ſerious air of 
his, and began again to fear left he was 
meditating ſome new enterprize. Where 
by experience we have reaſon to miſ- 
truſt, we are apt to miſconſtrue every 
thing : however, I was miſtaken; far 
different and important cares took up 
the Chevalier D'Elbieux's thoughts. 
Who would have imagined it! Great 
God, how ought we to revere thy de- 
crees! One morning Madame de (3—— 
ſent for me to her room; ſhe had a let- 


ter in her hand, and tears in her eyes. 


The ſight ſtruck me. More ill news,” 
cried I, © No, my dear child,” anſwered 
this amiable lady: read, and you will 
© know whether I have reaſon to be 
moved, and whether you could have 
© foreſeen any more than I ſuch an 
© event.* I took the letter and read as 
follows, | 


"A LETTER FRCM THE CHEVALIER 
D'ELBIEUX TO MADAME DE G—, 
P ARDON me, Madam, if [ went 


c away without moſt humbly 


LY 


honoured me during my (tay at your 
houſe, I write to my ſiſter io per- 
form theſe obligations for me, my 
ſenſe of which no words can expreſs, 
If ever I obtain mercy in the ſlight of 
God, you ſhall not be forgot in my 
prayers. | 
* Knowing, through fatal experience, 
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paſſions and diſappointments z and 
fully convinced that the things of moſt 
importance, to which we ſacrifice all 
that is dear to us, are in the ſight of 
God but trifles, often hurtful to ſal- 
vation; that we mult all die, and one 
day render an account of all our ac- 
tions; frightened at my diſorderly 
life, and fearing that if I entered 
again into the world, I might relapfe 
into my former dangerous habits, I 
have taken a reſolution of quitting it, 
and retiring amongſt the Capuchins, 
where I ſhall be out of the occaſions 
of fin. I have long reliſted the in- 
ward impulics of a celeſtial vocation 
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taking my leave of you, and acxnow- 
ledging the favours with which you 


this life to be ſubjett to nothing but 
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to quit the world; God has at length 
been ſo gracious to determine me, by 
ſhewing to me the gaping jaws of death, 
and only preſerving me from it, that 
I might have time to recolle& myſelf, 
and to atone for my fins. Excited by 
this mercy, I fly where he calls, and 
avoid every thing that may ſhake my 


the innocent object of my paſt follies, 
that ſhe may prevail on Jenny to for- 


I take you to be that good and gene- 
rous perſon who will, I flatter myſelf, 
aſſiſt her in it. I am, Madam, with 
reſpect, your, &c. | 


* THE CHEVALIER D'ELBIEUxX,? 
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This letter made as great an impreſ- 
ſion on me as on Madame De G—, 
forcing tears from me. That inſtant 


entered Miſs D'Elbieux like a mad wo- 


man, and ſeeing me, ſaid the moſt diſ- 
agreeable things on the ſubje& of her 


| brother's retiring, crying out I was ihe 


cauſe of all the misfortunes of her fa- 
mily ; but that ſhe would be revenged. 
Madame De G- checked her, by 
recalling to her mind her brother's inten- 


tions. "Theſe moving remonſtrances 


ſoftened this young lady; ſhe reflected 
a while, then came and embraced me, 
and aſked my pardon, excuſing her vio- 
lence by the loſs of a brother whom ſhe 
adored, I received theſe excuſes with 
reſpect, and anſwered in the civileſt 
manner. Candour takes all the world 
to be like itſelf, eſtranged as it is from 


the arts of diſſimulation. Not long af- 
ter, Ilearned by experience, that when a 
woman has once taken an averſion to a 


perſon, ſhe rarely changes her mind. 


Miſe D'Elbjeoz:was the Sri to. define” 


Madame De G to keep me at her 
houſe till I (hould determine how to diſ- 
poſe of mytelf, That lady, as well as 
myſelf, not ſuſpecting her black deſigns, 


placed an entire confidence in the friend- 


{hip with which this lady ſeemed to ho- 
nour us. She left us two days after to 
join her mother, who wrote to acquaint 
her with the enlargement of the Count 
D*'Elbieux, and to rejoice with her on 


the chevalier's recovery, of whole retreat 


they had not yet heard. Miſs D'El- 
bieux gave the tendereſt marks of her 
eſteem as ſhe got into her chaiſe, em- 
bracing me mott affefiionately: this was 


the lalt Kils I received from her; it was 


che 


reſolution. I recommend to my ſiſter 
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get all the vexations I have occaſioned, 
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the forerunner of the blow ſhe was going 
to ſtrike, . 

Two days after her departure, Ma- 
dame De G—— received a letter from 


her, in which I was not forgot, but 
earneſtly recommended: this new kind- 


neſs effaced all remembrance of her for- 
mer proceedings. 

I received the next morning much 
more acceptable letters; Dubois was the 
bearer; it was one continued ſeries of 
the warmeſt ſentiments: that faithful 
lover, the marquis, acquainted me that 
he was then in Lorrain; that he miſſed 


being taken only by two days; that they 


pre him hopes of returning ſhortly to 
aris, but this news was no otherwiſe 


_ agreeable to him, than as he expected 
to ſee me there; after this he commu- 
nicated to me a letter of his father's, 
wherein he engages him to take a tour 


into Germany, in order to forget, as 
he termed it, his late adventures. There 
was not any ſort of mention made of me, 
which diſturbed my lover, as he obſerv- 


end to me, conſidering his father's cha- 
racter, of whom he had a great miſtruſt, 
He entreated me to give him a full de- 
tail of my preſent ſituation, deſiring me 
at the ſame time not to afflièt myſelf, 
and that not only my intereſt but my 


tranquillity ſhould be the conſtant ob- 
ject of all his care and attention. 

Theſe were joyful tidings to me, and 
a ceſſation of my troubles enſued. It is 


natural for thoſe who are accuſtomed to 


affliction to ſeize the firſt interval, and 
ſmalleſt glimpſe of hope, to folace them- 
ſelves, moved by the repugnance the 
weakneſs of human nature has to ſuf- 
fering. I wrote the marquis a long 


letter, and told him every thing that had 
happened to me. Dubois aſſured me 
he would have my letter in two days, 
and that he expected it with the utmoſt 
impatience, tired to death, although 


they uſed their endeavours in the town 
where he was to amuſe him agreeably. 
A ſecret inquietude, which got the bet- 
ter of me, made me queſtion the valet de 
chambre upon what he had Jet drop: he 
told me the town where the marquis 


reſided was full of beautiful women, 


a great number of whom thought the 


marquis a pretty gentleman, I cannot 


Tightly ſay if it was jealouſy or too 


much niceneſs; I certainly had a mind 


Dubois ſhould deſcribe theſe handſome 


Lorrainers, whoſe beauty he had ex- 


| tolled, I made him fit down while I 
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was at my toilette, and he gave me the 
following account. 

They call the town,“ ſays he, Awhere 
© we are at preſent, Pont a Mouſſon, 
© ſituated in a delightful cofintry, and 
© where, as is uſual in moſt other towns, 
© there is no regret for the pleaſures of 
Paris; the quality are extremely po- 
© lite, and the town's people mighty af. 
© fable. The eaſy behaviour of the 


© women and their appearance is as gen- 
teel as at Paris, Amongſt thoſe who 


diſtinguiſh themſelves by their beauty 
and carriage, I will name you Ma- 


coloured hair, and is extremely fair, 
with a ſweetneſs of temper exceeding- 
ly captivating. Her huſband is cap- 
tain of his royal highneſs's guards, 
and acquits himſelf well in doing the 
honours of his houſe. The marquis 
has dined there as well as at Madame 
La Barone D' Atel, a brown beautyof 
lively and elevated parts. Her huſ- 
band is chamberlain to the prince, 
who unites a great ſhare of probity 
with an inclination he has of obliging 
all foreigners of diſtinction who ar- 
rive in that town, He is extremely 
curious in his books, and the mar- 
quis has all the reaſon in the world to 
be ſatisfied with this gentleman's be- 
haviour. The third family, where he 
is alſo perfectly well received, is that 
of Madame La Preſidente de Lan- 
dres: this is a very amiable lady, 
and ſpends her eſtate very elegantly 
and chearfully; ſhe is always one of 
the firſt to promote pleaſure and mirth, 
Her huſband, Preſident of Vitry le 
Francoiſe, 1s one of the moſt accom- 
plithed gentlemen I know. | 

They are very agrceable people at 
the provoſt's of the town ; his wife is 
fond of dancing, for which reaſon 
there are frequent balls at her houle, 
She has two very handſome daugh- 
ters; the eldeſt is married to an ex- 
empt of the guards, whoſe name is 
Saint Val, a great muſician, and a per - 
tet maſter of the viol; there is but 
one thing laid to his charge, that is, 
he is jealous; but he is to be forgiven 
for it, becauſe his wife is of a turn to 


quently at his houſe, on account of the 
muſick, of which he is paſſionately 
fond, people take it into their heads he 
has a fancy for the young wife.” 
Dubois was going on, when I inter- 
| 1 rupted 
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dame De Gombervault: ſhe has light. 


inſpire love. As the marquis is fre- 
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yupted him: a ſudden uneaſineſs ſeized 
me zuand I thought he concealed ſome- 
thing. Lou pals very ſlightly,” ſaid 
I, over Madame De Saint Val; tell 
© me ſincerely, if your maſter, to paſs 
© away the time, never makes loves to 
$ her ?'—* Ah! ah!” cried Dubois ſmil- 
ing, I believe, Miſs, God forgive me! 
© you are jealous.— Who, I! notat 
tall,“ ſaid I bluſhing; it would very 
ill become me; nor do I preſume to 


controul the marquis.“ Ipronounced 
theſe words with tears in my eyes, 


quickly turning myſelf away, Du- 
bois, who perceived it, and was very 
much devoted to me, knowing the ſecret 
intentions of his maſter, and how much 
it would diſpleaſe him ſhould he give 
me the leaſt diſquiet, eaſed me of my 


alarms, which I had not power to hide 


from him, by giving me an exact detail 
of thelife his maſter led. As he ſaw this 


appeaſed me, he reſumed his diſcourſe, 


and told me a number of pretty adven- 
tures that had happened at Pont i 


Mouſſon, which may find a place per- 


haps in the courſe of theſe memoirs, 
We were in one of the molt pleaſant 
of them, cauſed by jealouſy, at which I 
was laughing very heartily, when Ma- 
dame De G—— came and interrupted 
us: ſhe gave Dubois a letter for his 
maſter, who waited for nothing but his 
diſpatch. He took leave of us, and went 
away poſt, | . 
I felt a vaſt conſolation in having 


wrote to the marquis; it was the firit 


letter he received from me wherein the 
ſentiments of my heart were clearly ex- 
preſſed. Nothing gives greater relief 
than the unboſoming one's ſelf, eſpe- 
cially when one is not ſo much confined 
to the forms of decorum and modeſty. 
I never ſhould have been able to have 
laid ſo much by word of mouth, as I 
ventured to do by my pen. He has ſince 
owned to me,, my letter overwhelmed 
him with joy. Iimagine, from my own 
experience, when love is built on eſteem 
and virtue, chat the ſweets it affords 
ſurpaſs a hundred times thoſe that ariſe 
from a hurry of the paſſions; a leaſt, I 
have heard ſo from thoſe who have 
known both. But, to return. Every 
body has his taſte, and I think that 
ought not to be diſputed. 
In the mean time, as I grew up, my 
reaſon augmented with my years : this 
furniſhed me with a fteadinets which 
tvpported me againſt the dreadful ap- 


prehenſions of what was to come. 
Madame De G——, who had a great 
deal of wit and knowledge of the world, 
gave a polite turn to my education: the 
ſincere attachment ſhe perceived I had 


to her, ſo prepoſſeſſed her in my favour, 


that ſhe would paſs whole days in my 
company. "Theſe frequent converſations 
had cleared up my underſtanding: with= 
out living in the world, I had learned 
all it's ways from the various hiſtories 
ſhe had placed before my eyes, and the 
daily tranſaRions that paſſed. When 1 


was alone, I examined with care all 


that had been ſaid, and had penetration 
enough to draw this concluſion in gene- 


ral, that each ſeaſon of our lives draws 
after it it's neceſſary dependencies; from 
hence I was perſuaded, that in a ſucceſ- 
hon of things life paſſes away, and that 
preſent evils are to be ſupported by the 
conſideration that they either give way 
to, or arerelieved by, freſh events that 
make us forget the paſt: in fine, upon. 
theſe principles I drove on the time, if 
I may be allowed the expreſſion, in 
hopes that, ſooner or later, I ſhould ac- 


compliſh what I deſired; and this end, 


this point, I will own it without a bluſh, 
was to ſee my ſelf one day united tomy 
lover... 8 

I will not venture to ſay, that people 


| have a preſcience of what is to happen 


to them: as a woman, it is not allowed 
me to diſcuſs the point, nor would my 
ſentiment be of any weight; all I know 
for certain is, that having ſaid pretty 
late one night with Madame De G==—, 


I went to my chamber extremely uneaſy, / 


which was not uſual; I had all the dif- 
ficalty imaginable in going to bed, 
though this was ſcarce ever the caſe, 
Not knowing how to account for my 
want of ſleep, I began to read the mar- 
quis's letters, hoping that might ſoothe 
me; but whether that they brought my 
afflictions freſh to my memory, or that 
the ſtyle of a lover is no promoter to flee 

in young people, L was not able to cloſe 
my eyes: however, I put out my cane 
dle, and went to bed. The crowing of 
the cocks, who proclaimed the approach 
of day, made me wiſh for ſome reſt; 
but, vain attempt! it was to no purpoſe 
to ſhut my eyes, or change my poſturez 
L was no ſooner ſettled on one fide, but 
[ toſſed to the other. Theſe perpetual 


agitations tormented me to that degree, 
that I reſolved torife and light my can- 
dle; in ſhort, I was juſt getting up, when 
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90 THE FORTUNATE 
I heard a knock at my door, I ſtarted 


up through fright; it was then but 
dawn of day, and they were neveruſed 


to diſturb meat that hour. My door was 


ſtrongly bolted; for ever ſince the deſign 


of taking me away, I was very exact in 


theſe precautions: however, they redou- 
bled their blows, I aſked in a fearful 
voice what they wanted; it was Ma- 
dame De G that anſwered, and bid 
me open the door, but in ſuch a tone 


that chilled my blood: I thought ſhe 
was not alone, and that a man was talk- 


ing with her. I ſnatched up my gown 


in my arms; and the door being opened, 


I faw a gentleman enter, accompanied by 
Madame De G—— : his mouth was 
opened to ſpeak ; but after having fixed 
his eyes on me, he turned them towards 
my prote&reſs. * Truly, Madam,“ 
cried he, Tdidnot think to diſtutb fo 
© pretty a lady; Iam no longer ſur- 
« prized at the apprehenſions Monheur 
© Le Marquis De L. V. is under: the 
© cunning and intrigue of this lovely 
* girl may chance to colt his ſon many 
© ajaunt,* During this diſcourſe, Ma- 
dame De G—— had flung herſelf upon 


my bed, whereT lay in a terrible fright. 


Ah, Jenny! how unhappy am I,” 


- ſaid ſhe to me, to have known you 


now, and to loſe you ſo ſoon!' This 
diſcourſe overwhelmed my agonizing 
foul. Juſt Heaven!) cried I, in tears, 


© what is it you ſay to me, Madam? 


© Ah! I will never leave you, I will 
£ ſooner die!” and threw myſelf into 


ber arms. The ſtranger, drawing near 


in a polite manner; I am mortified, 
© my charming young lady,” ſaid he, 


more for the orders I have for an ar- 


this lady ſays you poſſeſs, and of 
which I make no doubt, ſome reaſon 
not to be dejedcted. Monſieur Le Mar- 
quis, on obtaining a lettre de catchet 
to put you into a monaſtery, ought 
© to have made uſe of thoſe perſons who 
E are appointed for that purpoſe z but 
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© he entruſted me with his deſign and 


E his motives; a ſecret inclination made 
c me deßre this commiſſion, more out 
© of curiofity, I own to you, than any 
6 deſign of diſpleaſing you. I will add 
©: third motive, and I will not diſſem- 
© ble before this lady, being thorough- 
© ly convinced, from the friendſhip the 
6 protelles for you, that ſhe may be 


\ — Hi nf} F 1 


to give you this trouble; and much 


reſt, You will find, nevertheleſs, 
with the help of that underſtanding. 


COUNTRY MAID, 


truſted ; I am a friend and humble fee 
vant of my couſin, your lover. Not- 
withſtanding his reſerve, and hiswant 
of confidence in me, I knew'the whole 
affair as ſoon as it broke out; and as 
© I underſtood the intentions of the mar- 
© quis his father, pretended to approve 


A M K M a 


them, to be able the better to manage 


© his refentment,, So that, Miſs, you 


vill have nothing to fear: all the hurt 


© you will have, is to be ſeparated from 
Madame De G-; and much hap- 
© pier days will obliterate the remem- 
© 'brance of the preſent. J muſt confeſs, 
© your tears and condition greatly move 
© me; and I would not for the world 
© have entered ſo far into this affair.* 
Monſieur De Saint Fal (that was the 
ſtranger's name) ſighed when he ſpoke 
theſe words. Madame De G—— en- 
deavoured, from the concern he ſhewed, 
to engage him to return without me; 


and to ſay, for his excuſe, that I had 


made my eſcape two days hefore his 
arrival. It is not practicable, Ma- 


dam, replied he; my uncle knows 


perfectly well that Miſs is here at your 


muſt not name, has a ſpy in pay here 
at this time; who, in caſe Mademoi- 
ſelle had gone from your houſe, was 
to have followed her, and informed 
. where ſhe went, —You ſee, ladies, I 
ſpeak ſincerely; you cannot be long 
in judging from whence the blow 
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comes. Ah, the wicked creature!” 


cried J, it is the falſe Miſs D'Elbieux, 
who carefled me at the time ſhe was con- 
triving my ruin. Madame De G——, 
who was not ſo neazly concerned as I, 


had no ſuſpicion of her. Upon what i 


faid ſhe turned her eyes towards M. De 
Saint Fal; one glance of his convinced 


her of the miſchievouſneſs of this wretch. 


Shrugging up her ſhoulders, the took 
me 1n her arms, protelting ſhe never 
would abandon me. * I cannot oppole 
© the king's orders,” ſaid ſhe; * nothing 
© leſs ſhould tear you from my arms. 
* Fhe letter your lover's father writes 
is filled with apologies, for the vio- 
« lence which he is obliged to uſe, to 
© prevent, he ſays, fatal conſequences : 
dit is in conſideration to me,” con- 
tinued ſhe, that he has fent his ne- 
* phew, inſtead of an exempt, know- 
* ing, fays he, how much I efteem you. 
On this account, he aſſures me you 
© ſhall be treated with the utmoſt ten- 
© derneſs. Wherefore, my dear girl, 

| 5 take 


houſe: a perſon you know, whom I 
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© take courage, ſubmit to neceſſity, and 
£ behave yourſelf always with prudence: 
God will bleſs you, and will make 
* you triymph over fortune, and all 
© theſe unlucky accidents '' She made 
a ſign to Monſieur De Saint Fal to 
retire fora moment, And this charm- 
ing lady, to animate me, took the 


molt effectual way, by telling me that 


it was on the like occaſions I ought to 
manifeſt myſelf worthy of the ſentiments 
the marquis had for me, and ſhew an 
elevation of mind above my birth, which 
would reflect a confuſion on Nature and 


Fortune, for having been miſtaken in 


bringing me into the world: 5 Beſides, 


jenny, conſider, the more you ſuffer 


the more you will endear yourſelf to 
« your lover. I ſay no more; you un- 
© derſtand me: we muſt wait God's 
© pleaſure to accompliſh the reſt.” 

This exhortation made an impreſſion : 
I found it conformable to what paſſed 


in my own breaſt, * Les,“ ſays I, get- 


ting up and preparing to depart; * the 


marquis ſhall acknowledge this ſacri- 


« fice I make him.“ I ſtifled my tears, 
and immediately reſumed a ſerene coun- 
tenance. I appeared quite another per- 


fon to Monſieur De Saint Fal, who en- 
tered a moment after: he was ſurprized 


and charmed to ſee it, I behaved with 
all the civilities his age and rank re- 


quired, acquainting him, I was ready to 
obey the orders be bore; beſeeching him 
to aſſure M. Le Marquis, at his return, 
that J had a reſpect for every thing that 
came from him, his ſeverity not except- 


ed, M. De Saint Fal ſeveial times ap- 
plauded my good ſenſe and reſolution. 
When all was ready, I embraced my 
much- loved protectreſs with the greateſt 
fondneſs: it was in vain to pretend to 
refrainz this farewel was attended with 


my tears, and I had the lame pioofs of 


ber hacerity. In giving me the laſt adieu, 
ſhe ſlid her purſe into my hand, without 
the count's perceiving at. As I was 
vetting into the chaile, poor Chriſtina 
broke out into loud Jameniations, 
While we were on the road, which 
was two days longer than neceſſary, for 
a reaſon I hall mention hereafter, XI. 
De Saint Fal behaved with as much re- 


ſpet and complaiſance as if I had been 


a perſon of the greateſt quality, I muſt 
except, indeed, the firſt day, which 
ſeemed no very favourable omen of what 
was to come. They had repreſented me 
70 him in ſuch a malicious light, thathe 


concluded, as I had no education, he 
ſhould have an eaſy conqueſt, and from 
thence aſſumed a very familiar air; but 
was much ſurprized to find himſelf taken 
up with a reſolution and politeneſs he 
little expected. In order to intimidate 
me, he ſet out with making me ſenſible. 
of the power with which he was veſted, 
and the great diſtance Fortune had put 
between us. Under a pretence of giv- 
ing advice to prevent my being miſtra- 
ble the reſt of my days, he counſelled 
me, as a friend, to abate ſomething of 
my haughtineſs, and ſuit my behavwour 
to my rank; the moſt natural method, 
as he frankly owned, I could poſſibly 
take. To make this notabl+ harangue 
the more pathetic, my charms, and the 
effect they had on him, were not forgot; 
to {ay nothing of thoſe familiar appel 
lations of Dear cha! pretty girl!” &c. 
he added, how great a pity it would 
be for one ſo handſome and genteel 
to be buried alive; hinting, from time 
to time, that no favour was to be ex- 
pected from the old marquis, who, as 
Saint Fal confeſſed, was muck incenſed 
againſt me; and, conſequently, if I was 


once {ſecured in the place his orders di- 


rected, I muſt bid an eternal adieu to 


the pleaſures of life; for that, either by 


fair or other means, I ſhould be com- 
pelled to become a nun. From threats, 
he made an artful tranſition to motives 
of a more alluring nature; inviting me 
to accept of and comply with his paſ- 
ſion: and as he ſuppoled I could not 


refuſe him, he aſſured me, that not only 


he would fecure me from falling into 
the hands of the old marquis, but even 
make me perfectly happy. 

Without vouchſafing any anſwer to 
ſuch propoſals, ] only delired, witk 
an air which put him out of counte- 
nance, that he would not trouble me 
with any more ditcourle of ſuch a na- 


ture, but content himiclf with execut- 


ing the commiſſion he had undertaken; 


for that he wight be aflured, neither the 


misfortunes with which I was threat. 
enced, nor the deluding baits ſet before 
me, ſhould ever prevail upon me to de- 
viate from the plan I had laid down, of 


a lteady adherence to the principles f 


virtue and bonour. The count raillied 
me upon the oddneſs of my behaviour, 
as he was pleated to term it; dilplaye, 
thangh to no purpole, a more modith 
ſyſtem of morality; and feveral times 
ſeemed inchned to ne very free with me, 


12 I had 


—— — — * 2 
5 — a 1 
. — 8 


3 


= 
< 
z 
a 
"1 
> 
$3 9 
L 1 
F 
* 
* 5 
: : : 
xi 
' 
£ \ 
Ts FT 
; : J. 
1 1 » 
* ' Ws 
" . 
"WA 
1 T] 
3 * 
A / 
3 
4 1 
z 'E : A - 
2 £ 
* 1. * 
bo L * 
& 2 
38 L 
1 
1 ' * 
- 4 . f 
LETRAS 
y 5 4 
:. KEE 
4 = £3- 
: e 
n 
4 1 1 — 
27 = 4 * 
x N 
e L 2 44 
1 
* 47 
+ 8&5 of 
a bs 14 
D "BY : 
15 RY 
fq T1 4.4 
1 
; * 13 
e 
* " 
5 
1 1 
1 1 
— : 7 « 
14 þ 
1 


— ne 


* 


22. LAWS +, * „ 8 n 233 — * , 5 
— exrnge arte an rn — 2 7 — 


: 8 
Cunt og tn meneSenter= i 45 
2 


* e 
” " E 5 Sos Werres * 7 
r . oth þ ; 
1 2 = _— 
— 


92 
I had the addreſs, in a polite manner, 
to defeat his attacks, and make him 
ſenſible how unworthy a part he aded 
for a well-bred man, in endeavouring, 


by the power and authority chance had 


put into his hands, to ſeduce a young 
creature, left without any defence but' 
what her tears and weakneſs could af- 
ford. I made it a point wherein worth 
and honour were highly intereſted, and 
touched him nicely concerning the rank 
and behaviour of a man of quality, In 
fine, virtue ſupplied me with ſo much 
eloquence on the occaſion, that this 
young nobleman, dangerous as he was, 
and who that very evening could not 
prevail on himſelf to leave my bed-cham- 
ber, at laſt retired covered with confu- 
ſion, for having drawn upon himſelf 
ſo many remonſtrances, the ſolidity of 
which he could not but acknowledge; 
begging of me to forget the vexation 
he had occaſioned, for which he pro- 
miſed to make an ample ſatis faction by 


a far different conduct for the future. 
I accepted of his excuſes in a proper 


manner; and went to bed cruelly diſ- 


- turbed, as well with what had hap- 


pened, as what was ſtill to come. 


The next day Saint Fal changed his 


battery: quite another man; behaving 
with all the' politeneſs imaginable, in 
which thought proper not to be behind- 

hand, He took up ſeveral amuſing ſub- 
Jes, to divert me, as he ſaid, on my 
journey. His converſation was eaſy, 
and plainly ſhewed he had feen a great 
deal of the world, and did not want 
wit, He was ſurprized to find I had 
ſome ſhare of it myſelf, looking upon 
me in the main as a mere country gi] : 
but he ought to have known, that no- 


thing is more apt to take a right turn, 


than a young perſon who has the hap- 
 pineſs to fall into proper hands. Beſides, 
my misfortunes had enlightened my un- 
derſtanding, and taught me to make 
proper reflections; to ſay nothing of 
the fliendſhip with which Madame de 


G.— bad honoured me, a lady of 


noble ſentiments, and exceedingly well 
bred, aud who had taken a pleaſure in 


forming me. So that I entirely poſſeſſed 


myſelf, whatever was the ſubject of the 


converſation. A thorough knowledge 


of the world, it is true, can only be ac- 
quired by experience; but where there 
is à tolerable capacity, and a defire of 
being inſtructed, in a hitle time a con- 
ſiderable progreſs may be made, 
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Part of the third day paſſed withou 
a word from the count: he viewed ms 
frequently with a kind of ſatisfaction, 
which often ended with a ſegh: this 
behaviour very much alarmed me, leſt 
he ſhould fall in love, and prove an- 
other Chevalier D'Elbieux. I turned 
pale at the very thought, alone as I was, 
no friend near, and abandoned by the 


| whole world. Sometimes I had thoughts 


of endeavouring to make my eſcape. 


But whither ſhould I go? What part 


of the country was I in? A powerful 
family, in whoſe hands I was, violently 
incenſed againſt me; beſides, with ſhame 
I own it, I no longer had the courage I 
was formerly poſſeſſed of; IJ was grown 
weak and tender by being bred a fine 
lady, and had loſt that roughneſs which 
boldly faces any danger: a thouſand 
apprehenſions concurred to alarm me, 
and made ſuch an impreſſion, that the 
count plainly perceived it. Have you 


© a mind to ſtop, Jenny?” ſaid the 


count; by your countenance I am 
© afraid you are ill. Does the journey 
fatigue you too much? You ſeem 
buried in thought, and under fome 
uneaſineſs: I hope you do not remem- 
ber what paſſed when J had the mis- 
fortune to incur your diſpleaſure, Let 
me intreat it as a favour, that you 
deal ſincerely with one who is ready 
to do every thing that can poſſibly 
contribute to make you eaſy, and will 
{eek all occaſions of making amends 
for the affronts he offered, led into a 
miſtake by an unjuit prejudice, which 
the knowledge of vour diſtipguiſhed 
merit has entirely baniſſed.“ 
This apology, the cruel reflections 


Which then perplexed me, the appre- 


henſion of what was to come, the nev? 
convent, indeed, with which I was 
threatened, all put together, melted me 
into tears. This is too much !* cried 
the Count De Saint Fal, moved at my 
condition: * your grief overwheims me; 
© I cannot bear it any longer! Not- 
© withſtanding a thouſand reaſons for 
the contrary, a prevailing motive at- 
taches me, Miſs, to your intereſt ; 10 
far even as not to comply with the in- 
junékions which firſt brought us ac- 
quainted, I cannot be ſo void of com- 
paſſion as to execute my commiliion, 
which, from what I ſaid the other day, 
I eaſily gueſs has given you this di- 
furbance :#but make vourſelt enty ; 
vhateyer may be expected from ine, 
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I cannot bear to do any thing which 
forges tears from the fineſt eyes I ever 
beheld. You ſhall be convinced how 
great an effect your charms have on 
all thoſe who approach you : do not 
bluſh at the acknowledgment I make, 
it pleads an excuſe for my couſin's 
paſſion, whoſe happineſs I envy, and 

rofeſs myſelf his rival; but be aſ- 
fared, I will not in the leaſt employ 
the opportunity Fortune has put into 
my hands, either to diminiſh your in- 
clinations for the marquis, much leſs 
to conſtrain you to make any return 
for the vivacity of thoſe ſentiments 
with which you have inſpired me. You 
© ſigh,* continued the count, taking me 
by the hand; * do you doubt of my ſin- 
c cerity? Put it immediately to a trial, 
© and you will know how far IJ am to 
© be depended upon.“ Saint Fal ſtopped 
here, and ſeemed to expect my anſwer, 
Whatever reaſon he gave me to believe 
he had an inclination for me, I was 
Equally alarmed; and the more diſcre- 
tion it ſeemed accompanied with, I 
looked upon it the more dangerous. I 
knew not what to ſay; and my eyes, 
fixed on the ground, diſcovered my per- 
plexity, * What means this ſilence, 
© Miſs ?* continued Saint Fal; * 1s it 
a mark of your diſtruſt? Do you think 


NA MA GA a AA - - o ll 


LL 


me capable of impoſing upon you? 
If thele are your ſentiments, I plainly 


ſee I muſt now pay for the indiffe- 
rence in which I have hitherto lived, 
and ſhall ſeverely repent the raſbneſs 


I have been guilty of, in thus expol. 


: 

x 

c 

C 
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« 
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ing my liberty. Ought J not to have 
© foreſeen this, and have concluded from 
© my couſin's paſſion, to whoſe delicacy 
© in affairs of this nature I am no ftran- 
ger, that you were ceriainly a very 
© accompliſhed perſon? Nevertheleſs, 
© whatever "injuſtice you may ſhew in 
© my regard, or treatment I may re- 
© ceive at your hands, I muſt not regret 
* my having undertaken this commiſ- 
© ſion, fince it furniſhes me with an op- 
« portunity of ſerving you. You ſhall 
* know very ſhortly,* continued he, 
pretty Jenny! that to ſay and to do 
© is the tame thing with me.“ Saying 
this, the count put his head out of 
the chaiſe, and ordered one of the ſer- 
vants who rode by, to direct the poſti- 
lion to take the firſt road that led to 


Verſailles. * The ſervant, ſurprized at 


this, replied, that Monſieur Le Mar- 
&uis's orders were directly cantiary, 


and that. Do as you are bid!“ 
cried the count, interrupting him; © and 
© leave the reſt tome.” Accordingly, the 
ſervant retired, and we ſoon ſtruck out 
of the great road, | 

This counter-order ſurprized me; but, 
to ſpeak the truth, gave me no manner 
of uneaſineſs: the place he mentioned, 
I knew to be the king's reſidence, which 
naturally recalled the dear remembrance, 
ſo intereſting and fo remarkable, of my 
meeting his majeſty at Fontainebleau, 
the accident which afforded me the firſt 
knowledge of my lover. Affected with 
theſe ideas, my imagination diſpatched 
a great deal in little time, uniting ſe- 
vera] things with much vivacity. The 
place where I was going was to be the 
abode of the marquis, and thither he 
might very poſhbly ſoon return, Theſe 
endearing reflections quickly diſpelied 
the louring clouds my preſent ſituation 
had gathered. How eafly do lovers 
revive! The heart catches eagerly at the 
moſt remote hopes that have any con- 
nection with the object beloved. The 
count was too quick- ſighted not to diſ- 
cover this alteration; but was far from 


attributing it to the true cauſe. He 
imagined it was only owing to his pro- 


miſe of not confining me in a monaſtery. 


Upon this he repeated it; and added, I 
mould be entirely my own miſtreſs, and 


be convinced, by experience, that though 
he ſhould not be ſo happy as to gain my 
eſteem, he would at leaſt merit it by his 
ſervices and complaiſance. 

I was on the point of returning a po- 
lite anſwer to theſe freſh aſſurances of 
his favourable diſpoſition in my regard, 
when entering the village where we were 
to dine, we ſaw a crowd of people ga- 
thered about a young female pilgrim, 
carrying, or rather dragging, an enor- 
mous croſs, * Good God!' cricd I, 
© how I pity that young creature, and 
F commilerate her unhappy condition! 
Cannot you inform one, faid I to the 
landlady, as I was getting out of the 
chaiſe, what can be the ſtrict obliga- 
tion this pilgrim muſt be under to 


© travel thus ?'—* It is what vobody. 
can account for, 


3 


replied the perſon I 
ſpoke to: all I krow of the mattes is, 
© that ſeveral of the inhabitants having 
given her charity, ſhe immediately 
© diſtributed it to the poor about her, 


6 which occaſioned the acclamations You 


© ſtill hear, and ſhews ſhe is no ordina- 
ry perſon, My huihand had the ſame 


curioſity, 
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© curioſity, Miſs, as you have, and en- 
* deavoured to diſcover the myſtery; 


© but all the account he brought was, 


c that ſhe ſaid ſhe was doing penance, 
© and performing a vow; that if ſhe 
£ ſhould fuffer a great deal more, it 
c Would not be a ſufficient atonement 
« for her ſins, and before ſhe left the 


= ; village; we fheuld be acquainted with 


© her hiſtory,” 
All this only ſerved to increaſe my 


curioſity, as I told the Count de Saint 


Fal; and I went in much diſſatisfied at 
Not being able to learn any thing far- 
8 | : 
Being left alone in the room where 
the cloth was laid, I imagined the count 


Vas gone to the ſtable, according to his 
cuſtom. Drawing near the fire, I found 


my vexition (which now could be no 
novelty) redoubling upon me. If dear 
© Saint Agnes were but with me, ſaid 


I to myſelf, © I could talk over all my 


4 misfortunes! Certainly, nothing can 
+ be more inſupportable, than on ſome 
c occaſions to be abandoned to one's 


% 


« ſelf,” _ 


Nevertheleſs, the calling of Saint Ag- 


Nes to mind occaſioned a reproach to 
myſelf, for being ſo flow in ſerving her. 
It is true, from the time I parted from 


her; I had been ſo narrowly watched cn 
all occafions by Mademoiſelle D'E1- 
bieux, (as Chriſtina informed me) that 


I had not the leaſt opportunity of ac- 
quitting myſelf of the ſervice I owed 
my friend. J might, indeed, have left 


her letters and directions with Chriſtina 


at my coming away; but, as it was of 
the greateſt conſequence not to hazard 
their being loſt, and that the whole affair 


mould be vigorouſly purſued, I made 


a ſcruple of entruſting the commiſſion 


into the hands of one, who, if occaſion 


required, could not act but in ſubordi- 
nation to another. Such were the mo- 
tives which hitherto tied up my hands; 
but as we are never ſo ſenſible of other 


people's misfortunes, as when we fink 


under the weight of our own, ſo theſe 


few reflections placed in ſuch a ſtrong 
light Saint Agnes's grief for my ab- 


ſence, and what tedious hours expecta- 


tion neceſſarily counts, that J reſolved, 


coſt what it would, to perform my pro- 
miſe, and fend, by the fir opportunity 
which offered, an exprels, to deliver her 
letters into her lover's own hand; or, in 
his abſence, to his father. 


tranſported, on opening a little box, to 


am an exception from this rule; and 
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Ihe thing 
ſeemed the more feaſibie, by reaſon of 


the money Madame De G— had giver, 
me, and which I had quite forgot, till 
this deſign of ſerving St. Agnes re- 
minded me of it. I had a curioſity to 
ſee what my generous protèctreſs had 
done for me, and found it amounted to 
twenty-five louis- d'ors: but how was I 


find Madame De Gs picture! I 
hugged it tö me; and at this moment, 
whilſt I am writing theſe memoirs, my 
heart is moved at the remembrance of 
what then paſſed. Ves, generous 
* lady! I will be ever mindful of your 
* goodneſs, and the friendſhip with 
which you honoured me: the loſs I 
have of you is always freſh in my me- 
mory; and it any thing is wanting to 
compleat my happineſs, it is the being 
for ever deprived of you!“ It is ge- 
nerally ſaid, that women ſeldom bear an 
entire friendſhip to one another; but I 
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though I ſhould live to be extremely 
old, the memory of Madame De G— 
will be ever dear. | 

The picture I mentioned was ſtill in 
my hand, with my eyes and heart fixed 
on it, when I was ſurprized by the 
count leading in the pilgrim, * Here, 


«* Miſs,” faid he, © is the lovely perſon 


© whoſe condition excited your com- 


paſhon and curioſity; J have engaged 
her to take up her quarters here, and 
ſhe has promiſed me to relate her 
itory to you. It happens very luckily, 
that this young gentlewoman knows 
my name, being related to an intimate 
acquaintance of my mother's. Iam 
no ſtrauger to the adventures of this 
pretty creature; they have been much 
talked of in my countiy, though in a 
manner, as {he informs me, very dif- 
terent from the wuth,” | 

I had roſe from my ſeat when the 


beautiful pilgrim entered the room, and 


had embraced her very tenderly ; but 
what the count related redoubled my 
civilities to her, which ſhe returned in a 
polite manner, becoming à well-bred 
perſon. When dinner-time came, ſhe 
was about to retire; but I oreſſed her fo 
earneſt:y to dine with us, that ihe con- 
{ſented to it, on condition or being ickt 


entirely to her own management Ji, peunt 
ot eating. At the lame time, ſhe beg ged 
leave to ſtep to the kitchen; and £ took 
that opportunity to thank the Count De 
Saint Fal, for obliging me wich the 
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time enough, Miſs,” replied he, © to 
make your acknowledgments, when I 
have been ſo happy as to be really ſer- 
viceable"to you : the leaſt hint will al- 
ways ſuffice to make me immediately 
execute your commands.“ The pil- 
grim coming into the room, hindered 
me from making a proper reply. While 
Saint Fal was ſpeaking to her, I exa- 
mined with great attention her whole 
perſon. She was a ſmart, brown wo- 
man, with large lively black eyes; about 
twenty-two; anengaging aſpect, though 
with a particular melancholy caſt ; ſhe 
had on a waiſtcoat of very fine cotton, 
with other apparel ſuitable, excepting 
a coarſe red mantelet over her ſhoul- 


ders, adorned with ſhells; a ruſh hat, 


cocked boat-ways, and lined with yel- 
low taffety, ſecmed more deſigned to ſet 
her off, than for uſe; tall and well- 


made, with an eafy carriage; the tan 


on her face ſhewed ſhe had been ſome 
time expoſed to the inclemencies of the 
weather; but when her gloves were oft, 


the fineneſs of her complexion was very 


conſpicuous, oh 
Whiiſt I made this ſcrutiny, a few 


fighs forced their way. As often as we 
compaſſionate the ſufferings of others, 
if- we have any reaſon to complain 
ourſelves, we greedily appropriate the 
greateſt part of our pity. I was much 
affected with this young perſon's con- 


verfation, frequently interrupted by her 
fighs and complaints againſt the ſeverity 


of her fate, which was ſeldom mention- 


ed without tears: this was abundantly 


F 


ſufficient to make me follow her ex- 


ample. I comforted her, and took her 
in my arms with as much familiarity as 


if we had been Jong acquainted. Theſe 


tokens of my tenderneſs mitigated her 
ſorrow, and were requited with equal 
proofs of her affection to me. 

Dinner being brought in, put an end 
to our converſation, which was melan- 
choly enough; and, after fome little ce- 
remony, we ſat down to table, when 
Saint Fal and I ſaw, to our great ſur- 
prize, ſome coarſe bread and water placed 
before the pilgrim, This made us very 
preſſing to engage her to eat ſome ſoup 
with us; but in vain: ſhe deſiring to 
be excuſed, on account that, if ſhe com- 
plied with our requeſt, her penance, by 
a law ſhe had impoſed on herſelf, mult 
laſt eight days longer; otherwile, the 
current day was the laſt, being on the 


morrow to change her way. of lite 0 
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ſomething more conformable to the reſt 


of the world. Phefe reafons prevailed, 


and we left her to follow her own me- 


thod. Whea dinner was done, which, 


notwithſtanding Saint Fal's endeavourg 
to divert and make me eat heartily, wag 
not long, the pretty pilgrim prevented 
us on the ſubje& of her Fifory, ſaying, 
nevertheleſs, that if we were ſtraitened 
for time, ſhe would cut off the circum. 
ſtantial part, and give us what was moft 
material in few words. Saint Fal, who 


ſeemed more attentive than ever to find 
out what was agreeable to me, diſcover- 


ed that ſuch a mangling of the ftory 
would deprive me of a great deal of plea- 
ſure; upon which he immediately re- 


plied, that my journey was of no ſuch. 
conſequence as to deprive me ſo ſoon of 


ſuch an amiable companion; addin 

with a ſmile, that he believed it would 
not be very diſagreeable, if he ſhould 
entreat me to ſtay till next day, which 


he thought neceſſary to prevent a too 


great fatigue. I bowed to him, as an 
acknowledgment of his complaiſance. 
The piigrim ſeeing us diſpoſed to hear 
her, ſaid, before ſhe entered upon her 
ſtory, that ſhe was overjoyed at what 
was concluded on, as well as at the 


pleaſure of my acquaintance ; not be- 
ing to go herſelf till the day following, 


for that ſhe expected a chaiſe to meet 
her over-night, in which ſhe intended 
to reach her journey's end, | 
When the cloth was taken away, and 
we lett to ourſelves, the young pilgrim 


began her hiſtory in the following inan- 


ner, 


© I am the daughter of a very rich 


phyfician of Montpelier, whole repute 
was fo great, that he was often ſent 
for a hundred leagues off: it is true, 
in the cures he performed, an unuſual 
ſucceſs feemed to attend him, ſcarce 
one patient in thirty miſcarrying un- 
der his hands, which contributed very 
much to the great vogue he was in to 
his laſt breath, | | | 
At the proper age I received an 
education ſuitable to the fortune de- 
ſigned for me. The beit maſters 
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a fayourable opinion of my parts; 

and the charms people fancied they 

ſaw in me, or rather my great for- 

tune, foon drew a crowd of very con- 

ſidexable admirers, 

The defire my father had, being al. 
ready 
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were employed. The facility with 
which I took my learning, occafioned* 
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c {kill of the father, he thought him the 
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ready advanced in years, to ſee me 
married, an earneſtneſs of which he 
often expreſſed when we were amongſt 
ourſelves, occaſioned my being con- 
tinually importuned to make a choice; 
but the antipathy I had to matrimony 
was ſo great, that I could not bear to 
hear it mentioned, Every day fur- 
niſhed ſo many inſtances of faithleſs 
men, and their brutality to their wives 
when become their maſters, by the 
moſt ſubmiſſive addreſſes, that I could 
not prevail with myſelf to increaſe the 
number of ſuch unfortunate wretches, 
Theſe prejudices were ſo ſtrongly fix- 


ed in my mind, that one day I openly - 


declared to my father, who was uſing 


all his authority with me to accept of 
one whoſe pretenſions he favoured, 


that if he perſiſted in conſtraining my 
inclinations, either a monaſtery, or 
death itſelf, ſhould free me from ſuch 
importunities. This proteſtation was 
followed by a torrent of tears; and, 


as he perfectly doated on me, it 


prevailed with him to promiſe that I 
ſhould be left entirely at my own diſ- 
poſal. - 1 

© I was now turned of ſixteen; I had 
Not only made a conſiderable progreſs 
in'thoſe arts which are uſually learned, 


but even in phyſick, which my father 
taught me, and found a pleaſure in 


making me a conſiderable proficient, 
Charmed with the diſpoſition I ſhewed 
for it, and the eaſe with which I ſur- 
mounted all the difficulties of that 
ſcience, he ſet no bounds to his lec- 
tures, My memory, like a fruitful 
field, yielded a plentiful harveſt of 


whatever was ſown in it. 


and underſtood. In fine, at eighteen, 


I was fo far advanced in the myſteries 


of Eſculapius, that I wrote a treatiſe 
on phyſick in Latin concerning =—, 
and dedicated it to my father. The 
reputation I acquired by this work 
reached the moſt diſtant countries, 
convincing proofs whereof my father 
received in a ſhort time. | 

There came a letter from a phyſi- 
cian at Liſbon, acquainting him that 


there had fallen into his hands a book 


written by his daughter; that he had 
read it very attentively, and form- 
ed a judgment of her capacity, from 
this learned production; that as he 
attributed this prodigy. to the great 
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Anatomy, 
botany, oſteology, all were diſplayed 
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propereſt perſon in the world 4% forni | 


an only ſon of his; that he beggec 
in contideration of the ſcience the. 
mutually profeſſed, he. would take th- 


care of him, there Rong nothing h 
would not do to merit a favour he had 


ſo much at heart. | | 
My father, who ſtill perſiſted in 


his deſign of marrying me, though 


he would not break the promiſe he 


had made, reſolved to take in this 
boarder, hoping that, under a pretext 
of leaving the care of his ſtudies to 


me, on account of his own age and 


infirmities, he might give the young 
man an opportunity of gaining my 
affections, and weaning me from the 


reliſh 1 had for a ſingle life; expect- 


ing that, being continually in my com- 
pany, if his perſon was any thing 
tolerable, he might at laſt compals 
what was ſo much deſired. 

In purſuance to this, the Liſbon 
pbyſician had a very civil anſwer 
which accepted of his propoſal, ac- 
quainting him that he might ſend his 
ſon as ſoon as he pleaſed, and that no 
endeavours ſhould be wanting to con- 
vince him he was not deceived in the 


-chaice he had made 
© Tt is true my father took an extra- 


ordinary fort of precaution before hie 
fent his anſwer. 
view in receiving this boarder but 
what has been already mentioned, he 


privately informed himſelf from Lit. 


bon, whether the phyſician's ſon was 
of a turn likely. to pleaſe the ladies. 
He was overjoyed to hear that his per- 
ſon was exceedingly amiable, and his 
conduct and manners without re- 


proach: upon this he immediately 


wrote, as I faid befote, and waited ati 
anſwer with great impatience. 

In eight days time he had the plea- 
ſure of a letter from the phyſician, 
with an account of the ſon's being on 


his journey. My father acquainted 


my mother and me of his coming, but 
in an artful manner: in order to ſur- 
prize me, and work the deſired effect 
in my heart, he told my mother, pre- 
tending not to obſerve I over- heard 


him, that what he diſliked in the af- 


fair was the young man's being very 
deformed and ugly. He enlarged up- 
on the diſguſt which muſt neceſſarilj 
ariſe from living with ſuch people, and 
that he would gladly have excuſe 
himſelt, but the perſon in queſtion 25 


As he had no other 
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ſo earneſtly recommended by thoſe for 
whom he had the greateſt reſpe&t a d 
conſideration, that he choſe rather to 
undergo ihe mortification, than dif- 
oblige ſo many of his beſt friends. 

c The averſion I always had to men, 
made me very little attentive to what 
my father ſaid ; it only ſerved to form 
in my mind an exceeding diſagreeable 
idea of our future boarder : but, how 
was I ſurprized when one night at ſup- 
per there entered the room ayoung man, 
beautiful beyond expreſſion; who, as 
we were previouſly informed, was the 
boarder expected from Liſbon, My 
father received him with open arms, 


overjoyed to find he was not impoſed 


on, and perſuaded, by the aſtoniſhment 
I betrayed, he had hit upon the right 
method of compaſſing his deſigns. 

© It is true, the gracefu] appearance 
and polite behaviour of this ſtranger 
both diſturbed and ſurprized me: to 


expect to ſee a deformed perſon, and 


find him exceeding handſome, muſt 
make a deep impreſſion on a young 
heart. I could not refrain from view- 


ing him in hopes of difcovering ſome 


defects, but found it was in vain. 
His hair, which was of an aſh co- 
lour, fell careleſsly in large ringlets 
on his ſhoulders; and, notwithſtanding 
the diſorder his voyage had occaſioned 
in his dreſs, his air had ſomething 
ſo grand in it, that after a long ſcru- 
tiny, I could not poſſibly diflike him. 


I roſe from table, nettled to find no- 


thing in him that ſuited the averſion I 
fancied I had to the whole ſex ; and, 
notwithſtanding my father and mo- 
ther's commands for me to ſtay, I re- 
tired to my chamber, crying like a 
child, ; . 

«© Is it not with juſtice that caprici- 
ouſneſs is looked upon to be the diſ- 
tinguiſhing characteriſtick of our whole 
ſex? Was not my hehaviour on this 
occaſion a ſingular inſtance of it? My 


heart and eyes were no ſooner. freed 


from the imprefſion I have already 
mentioned, but I found myſelf more 
averſe to matrimony than ever: in vain 
did my affections ſtruggle againſt ſo 
unreaſonable a conduct; my obſtinacy 
prevailed over the importunities of 
my parents and my own inclinations, 
for in a few days the young man's 


preſence diſarmed the haughtineſs of 


my heart, as my father plainly per- 
ceived, In older to ſucceed in their 
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deſigns, it was reſolved that I ſhould 
read a courſe of phyfick tothe boarder, 
I piqued myſelf on complying on this 


occaſion, and hiding from Belizai (for 


ſo the boarder was called) the pleaſure 
his company afforded : but, how weak 
are we when in love! and how dif- 


ficult is it to gain ſuch victories, with- 


out hazarding the moſt dangerous re- 
volutions! The perpetual conſtraint 
I was under to diſguiſe my ſentiments, 


and the conſtant guard I was obliged 


to keep over myſelf, was too great a 
ſhock to my inclinations for a tender 


conſtitution to ſupport: I ſunk under 


the weight, and fell dangerouſly ill. 


© Belizai never left my bed-fide: if 


my reſolution gave way at the fight of 
him, he was not leſs captivated on his 
fide z he ſecretly admired me from the 
firſt; but having diſcovered my hu- 


mour, and regulating his behaviour 


upon the antipathy I expreſſed to the 
ſofter paſſions, his conduct, either 
through timidity or diſcretion, was ſo 
circumſpect and reſtrained, that, led 
by my capricious temper, I blamed 
him for it in my heart. But when I 
fell ſick, he left me no farther room 
to find fault with him. He threw off 


all reſtraint when he ſaw the danger 


I was in, and gave very convincing 
proofs both of his paſſion and grief. 
The tranſports he indulged himſelf 
in were ſo acceptable to my father, 
that he promiſed Belizai, if it ſhould 


pleaſe God to reftore my health, he 


would join our hands in caſe no obſta- 
cle aroſe from any diſlike of mine. 
Tranſported with this promiſe, and 
looking upon me, as he told me, in 


the quality of his dear wife, he would 


ſcarce ſuffer any one elle to do the 
leaſt thing for me. The condition to 
which I was reduced, and his known 
diſcretion, pleaded an indulgence for 
his tenderneſs ; but the ſmall-pox ſoan 
appearing, and my father being ap- 
prehenſive of his boarder's health, he 
was debarred from coming into my 


chamber. The timorons Belizai obey- 


ed, but with ſo much regret and vex- 
ation, that be loſt his appetite. My 
father perceiving this, and fearing leit 
his over-precaution might bring on 
what hie endeavoured to prevent, left 
him to his liberty: this, which he 
called a favour, was no ſooner grant- 
ed, but he preſently recover: his 
ulual chearfulnefs. During the firſt 
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days of Belizai's being removed for 
the reaſons above mentioned, when 


the intervals of my illneſs permitted, 


I was fenſible of his abſence, and ſuf- 


fered cruelly by it, breathing out 


abundance of ſighs, without diſcover- 
ing the real cauſe. * Ah! without 
doubt,” ſaid I to myſelf, “ Belizai 
is gone, diſcouraged, as he well may, 
by my indifference; he 1s gone, and 


offers elſewhere thoſe vows which 


here found ſo cold a reception : or, 
rather, has not my illneſs disfigured 
me to that degree, that the little 
beauty which once could ſecure his 
affections is now no more!“ Either 
reflection pierced my very ſoul. Theſe 


agitations increaſed my illneſs to that 


degree, that had not Belizat returned 
as he did by my father's permiſſion, 
life was fleeting faſt away: his pre- 
ſence called it back. The deſpair he 
expreſſed at my extreme danger being 
an undeniable proof of his conſtancy 
and love, was a precious balm, reani- 


mating my benumbed ſenſes. I be- 


gan to recover; but what chiefly con- 
tributed to it, and fed my vanity be- 


- ſides, was, that being fond of my few 


charms, eſpecially from the time my 
heart was entangled in love, I found 
I ſhould not in the leaſt be marked 
with the ſmall- pox. 


My father, who, during the courſe 


of my illneſs, had been cruelly alarm- 
ed, was tranſported at my recovery : 
he ſhewed it by the large alms and 
other works of piety he employed as 
an acknowledgment for fo great a 
bleſſing, and to obtain it's continuance 
till my heaith was fully re-eſtabliſh- 
ed; being uneaſy that all his experi- 
ence and remedies could not prevail 
againſt a Janguiſhing weakneſs under 
which Tlaboured. But in three months 


after the ſmall -· pox was over, he had 
greater reaſon than ever to be afflicted, 


for I was ſeized with a continual vo- 
miting; this was attributed to a dif- 
order of my ſtomach, and proper re- 
medies were tried, but without ſuc- 


ceſs, till in the fourth month it ceaſed, 


when I began to mend, though I (ill 
was troubled with a kind of loathing, 
and odd fancies that were not uſual. 

* Belizai ſtill continued his aſſiduity 
about me ; but, notwithſtanding my 
ſecret inclinations, I behaved ontward- 
ly as uſual, Though I really loved 
him more than myſelf, yet I could not 
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* wore away by degrees. 


conquer an averſion I had to declare 


my mind, as he well deſerved for his 
tenderneſs, love, and complaiſance 


a declaration which at once would 


have compleated the joy of both him 
and the family, being what he ſo ear- 
neſtly deſired, My father attributed 
this indifference of Belizai to my old 
averſion in regard of men in general, 
but was ſtil] in hopes that in time my 
mind might change. 

© My health was now entirely re-eſta- 


bliſhed, except tome twitches I felt, 


which from time to time were almoſt 
inſupportable. The account I gave 
my father of it, and my comparing 
it to a living creature, made him con- 
clude that I had ſomething within me, 
bred by a conflux of humours, that 

reyed upon me, and ſupported it's 
life at the expence of mine, which it 
Examples, 
though not very frequent, are not 


wanting of ſuch phenomena; and 


thence he concluded, to his great a- 
mazement, that it was my caſe. He 
called a conſultation of phyſicians, 
unwilling to rely on himſelf in ſo 
nice a point, and wherein he was ſo 
nearly concerned. I was examined; 
and it appearing that I felt the mo- 
tions before mentioned, when faſting 
or beginning to eat, it was concluded 
that my father's opinion was preter- 
able to any thing that had been al- 
ledged on the ſubject; and that, as the 
caſe was exceeding dangerous as well 
as extraordinary, an inciſion was the 
only means of freeing me from what 
ſooner or later would certainly prove | 
my deſtruction. | | 
* This preſcription threw the whole 
family into the utmoſt conſternation, 
My tather, after drying. his tears, 
came and acquainted me with it, hav- 
ing prepared me with all that religion 
or reaſon could ſuggeſt: I muſt own 
that the concluſion of his harangue 
{truck a terror into me, fince I found 
that in performing the operation the 
leaſt accident might be fatal, I took 
that night to conſider of it; and any 
one will ealily imagine, that in ſuch 
a ſituation I got hut little reſt, It was 
near day before I ſhut my eyes; ne- 
vertheleſs, oppreſſed as I was, I be- 
gan to doze, when on a ſudden 1 
ſtarted up at a voice which ' ſaid dil- 
tinctly, “ Lindamine, be fure you 
don't conſent to the operation; in two 
| | „ months 
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te months you will be certainly cured.” 


Terrified at the voice, and covered 
with a cold ſweat, I called aloud for 
help to my father, whoſe chamber 
was near mine. He immediately roſe, 


and came to know the occaſion of my 


outcries. When I told him what had 
happened, he endeavoured to bring me 
to myſelt, by perſuading me that con- 
ſidering the anxicty I went to bed in, 
it was eaſy to comprehend that the va- 


pours of a ſleep, ſo reaſonably diſturb- 


ed, might occaſion a dream, which 
would make the greater impreſſion, 
as it aroſe from the apprehenſions the 
ſoul is continually under with regard 
to a ſeparation from the body: tor a 


confirmation of what he aſlerted he 
reminded me of what I read a hundred 


times 1n our treatiſes of phyſick, that 
in a violent fever, the ſubtle vapours 
which mount to the brain cauſe fo 
great a diſturbance and confuſion in 


the ſeveral parts about the pineal 


gland, that it conceives objects very 


far different from what they really are 
in themſelves ; that they not only re- 


preſent them thus to the diſturbed 
imagination, but even to the eyes 


themſelves, It ſometimes happens, 


that the very cars ſeem to hear, even 
when we are awake, whole ſentences, 
which are nothing but the produce of 
a diſtempered brain. 


© 'Thefe remarks, however well found- 


ed, made no impreſſion ; I was too 
well ſatisfied of what had happened, 
neither had I any fever, and conſe. 


quently not in the ſituation my fa- 


ther ſuppoſed ; beſides, my ſtudies had 
not entirely conquered the prejudices 
of childhood; and our ſex, whatever 
progreſs it may make in learning, 
always retains ſome little ſhare of it's 
natural weakneſs. I dreaded appari- 
tions, and imagined the voice to come 


from ſomething of that nature: I was 


poſitive I had been acquainted with 
the voice ; from whence I concluded 


that ſome friend of the family juſt de- 


parted had given me that admonition. 


My father made light of all this, and 


et it aſide by philoſophical arguments, 
which at laſt convinced me. The great 
confidence I repoſed in his learning 
and experience obliged me to yield the 
point, but at the ſame time I declared 


* to him, that finding myſelf much 
better, and free from the pains I had 


* complained of, (which was only a 
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feint to avoid the operation) I could 
not think of coming to an extremity. 
He would have replied ; but I fell into 
ſuch a fit of crying, that out of com- 
paſſion he gave me his word he would 
not inſiſt upon it. | 

« Notwithſtanding the danger with 
which the phyſicians threatened me, 
in caſe I did not comply with what 
they ordered, my health improved 
daily, excepting thoſe interior motions 


I felt, but did not dare mention for 


fear of the fatal operation; never- 


theleſs, the uneaſineſs this new habit 
of body occaſioned, was far inferior 


to what I laboured under on account 


of my ſleep: naturally I ſlept but lit- 


tle, and was ſo alert, that a mouſe 
would wake me; but after the ſmall- 
pox it was quite otherwile ; I was fo 


altered, as to this particular, that not 


only ſlept many hours, but it was 
often morally impoſſible to wake me; 
my maid aſſuring me that ſhe fre- 
quently pulled me about for half an 
hour before I opeped my eyes, and 
ſometimes could not effect it: that one 
day, particularly, ſne was very much 


frightened, imagining I was in a fit; 


and would have called my father, but 
that I ha. ſtrictly charged her never 


to acquaint him with my ailments, 


for fear of bringing on the terrible 
operation with which I was threaten- 


ed. This detail made me renew the 


prohibition for the ſame reaſon ; and, 
from my own knowledge in phyſick, I 
took ſuch remedies as are proper to 
thin the blood, and of courſe to pre- 
vent the ill conſequence of a continual 
ſleepinels, | 


One morning, being awake ſooner 


than ordinary, Belizai ſent in my 
maid to deſire leave to ſpeak a word 
with me: I was then in bed, as I ge- 
nerally had been of late, by reaſon of 
a heavy wearine!s I could no way ac- 
count for, and which made my father 
and mother very uneaſy, leſt what the 
phyſicians had foretold thouid come 
to paſs. Decency obliged me at firſt 
to refuſe Belizai's requeſt; but he in- 


filting on coming in, and declaring he 


ſhould not ttay a minute, I ordered 
the maid to remain in the room. 
held a letter in his hand with a deject= 
ed air, and melancholy painted on his 


countenance: the very ſigat of him 


made me ſtart, without knowing the 
reaſon, He trembled as he drew ng 
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© the bed-ſide, I am going,” ſaid 


© he, „to leave you, Mademuoilelle, 
having juſt now received an account 
« that my father lies at the point of 
& death: my gricf———" © Itis very na- 
& taral,” faid 1, interrupting him, 
© pierced to the very foul, and ſcarce 
© able to diſſemble it: I am much con- 
« cerned at your trouble.“ Would 
© to God," cried Belizai, not regarding 
© the maid's preſence, “it were really 


4 (0! what a comfort ſhould I receive 


« from your ſharing in the affliction I 
© muſt undergo when ablent from 
«you! —<& We miltake each other,” 
© replied I, ſtill diſſembling; “ J mean, 
& the danger your father is in, which 


c has not the leaſt connection with 


„ what you juſtmow mentioned,” et 


& js too evident,“ replied the charming 


Belizai, that 
£ {land me. 
T 


you will not vnder- 
I bluſh when Town, that 
what calls me away does not molt 
alarm me: could I but lay open my 
heart, that you might read what 
paſſes there! Whence comes this cruel 
averlion to men? Am, I, tco, in- 
cluded in it? Ah, lovely Lindamine, 
to what has this notion prompted mel 
How happy ſhould I be, it you do 
not one day condeinn the raſhneſs of 
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40 
flight!“ I underſtand you not,“ 
g 

* fhons, and ſurprized at his looking 
« ftedfaſtly on me, which was not uſual, 
«© What fear of the light is it you 
« hint at?“ continued I; © what en- 
couragement did I ever give, that 
you ſhould entertain me with ſo much 
aſſurance upon the ſubject of love?“ 
— “ My right,” replied Belizai in con- 
© fuſion, © is of ſuch a nature—" He 
vas going on, when my father came 
into the room. I was extremely con- 
cerned at the interruption of a dif- 
courte which to much aflected me, 
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for me to comprehend. 

My tather, who by the ſame poſt 
had likewiſe received the news, came 
to inform Belizai of the particulars; 
his voyage was immediately concluded 
on, the reſolving upon which over- 
powered me. 
awful a preſence as my father obliged 
me to ſtifle my tears; the moment 


neſs muſt have diſcovered itſelf to 
0je view, Belizai retired with my 
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a paſſion, which durſt not face the 


replied I, amazed at his dark expreſ- | 


and which by'herto it was .impolitble 
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In love, as 1 was, ſo 


was now come, in which my weak 
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father, after taking his leave in the 
molt reſpectful manner: overwhelmed 
with anguiſh, I ſent the maid away; 
and, being alone, I abandoned myſelt 
to affliction, 

« It was near ten at night before I 
© thought of eating, or would ſuffer any 
one to be in my chamber; but finding 


K «„ 2a _ «a 


which encreaſed every moment, I rung 
my bell for help. My maid was 


out bitterly, and thought myſelf on 
the point of expiring: the ſervant, 
terrified at the condition I was in, ran 
to acquaint my father, who immedi- 
ately entered the room with my mo- 
ther, Their preſence afforded me no 
relief, nor hindered my moans, My 
father, with all his ſkill, was mil- 
taken, and apprehended I ſhould be 
ſtifled by the creature the phyſicians 
ſuppoſed I had within me: he ordered 
ſome blood to be taken away, which 
gave me a little relief; but the fatal 
colick returning with greater violence 
than ever, and throwing me into con- 
vulſions, he burſt into tears, and 
whiſpered my mother that there we'e 
no hopes of my life, and that I could 
not poſſibly ſurvive till morning. This 
threw the whole family into the ut- 


were called in; and, whilſt I was mzk- 
ing my confeſſion, conſulted what to 
do. They all agreed, (except one, 
who, after feeling my pulſe, went away 
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* this extremity, the operation ſhould 
* be attempted. N | 

My father was coming into my. 
room to prepare me for {uch a horrible 


preſence vt mind and good ſenſe I re- 
tained in my torments would effect 
an entue reſignation to the will of 
Heaven : but, alas! there was no oc- 
cahon for any thing of that kind, 
How ſhall I dare to acknowledge my 
ſhame ?”* continued the lovely piigrim! 
ſting down her eyes and bluſhing; Na- 
ture, prefling to eaſe me of a common 
and uſual burden, made ſo violent an 
effort, that, the whole houſe ringing 


creature without any one's aſſiſtance. 
My mother ſmote her breaſt at the 
light ; and my father, quite thunder- 
ſtruck, left the room. with a broken 
heart, The apprehenſion leſt reproaches 
„ might 
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myſelf ſeized with a violent colick, 


ſcarce entered the room, when I cried. 


molt deſpair: phyſicians and ſurgeons - 


ſhrugging up his ſhoulders) that in 


preſcription, not doubting but the 


with my cries, I brought forth a little 
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might prove of fatal conſequence, 
prevailed on my mother to ſtifle her 
rage; ſhe con{trained herſelf ſo far as 
to make much of me, and ſerve me in 
place of a midwife. I ſuffered myſelf 
to be guided, without the leaſt fuſpi- 
cion of what happened, belicving very 
lincerely that it was only the ſtrange 
c:21ture ſo often meutioned, from 
nian Heaven was pleaſed at laſt to 
free me. 

I gave the greater credit to it as the 
child was till born, which might 
very well happen from the difficulty 
of the birth, and want of proper al- 
ſiſtance, as the real cauſe of my ill- 
neſs was not ſurmiſed, Ten days 
paſſed on in this manner, during which 
my father never came near me. I en- 
quired for him every moment, as alſo 
a deſcription ofthe creature from which 
J bad been freed. I could get no an- 
ſwer to my queſtions z ſighs and tears 


ſatisfaction I received. | 

© But as I had recovered ſome 
ſtrength, and thought myſelf out of 
any immediate danger of death, I re- 
ſolved to riſe and ſee what was become 
of my father, who never appeared, 
The ſorrow under which my mother 
and the ſervant ſeemed to ſink, dit- 
turbed me very much, and their an- 
ſwers not agreeing exactly together, 
I threw myſelf out of bed, fully re- 
ſolved to penetrate into this myſtery. 
“ Go to your bed again, cruel child!“ 
* faid my mother, forcing me to com- 
* ply, © and do not compleat the num- 
“ ber of your crimes in too ſoon de- 
& ſtroying my life by the loſs of yours, 
& which cannot be ſo far off after the 
* diſhonour you have brought upon 
© yourſelt : be ſatisfied with the bitter 
* anguiſh with which you have over- 
„ whelmed me, by bringing your ta- 


et ther to the grave through your vile 


cc 


& behaviour, and do not add to your 


further reproach, — Good God! 


„ what is it I hear?” cried I in tran- 


. 


* ſport, “ What ſtroke is this that is 
« aimed at me? My father dead! I 
wo _—_ him to the grave!“ “ Yes, 


„ cruel creature!“ replied my mother, 
$ interrupting me, and ſhedding a tor- 
© rent of tears, © your father paid the 
debt of nature two days after that 
fatal one, which you blackcned by 
{preading ſhame and confuſton over 
the family,” — 
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wil Heavens!“ replied 


generally followed, which was all the 
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I, weeping bitterly, © what crimes 
* have J committed ? what am I ac. 
% cuſed of? Whretch that J am, in the 
very jaws of death, languiſhing for 
ſo many months, not ſeeing the face 


6 of any one, what is it I am thus re- 
© proached withal ?'%—« But, daugh- 
cc 


ter, my dear daughter, cried my 
© mother, “ to what purpoſe do you 
thus plead ignorance ? how can you 
hope to hide an infamy which I was 
an eye-witneſs of, and every body 
knows ? Notwithſtanding ali the pre- 
cautions we employed to ſcreen our 
the whole town is too well in- 
© formed — 


© patience at what ſhe {aid, 
& yourſelf better; for God is my wit- 
© nels N Do rot, Lindamine, '* 
© continued my mother, do not pro- 
% fane that adorable name, Jeſt imme- 
„ diate vengeance ſhould fall upon 
6% you; on the contrary, you ought to 
© thank the Lord for the ſignal favour 
ce of preſerving you a life which your 


«Explain 


„ inditcretion expoſed, and of which 
„ vou were unworthy, by being the 


& occaton of your child's dying with- 
se out baptiſm : 
“prevented, had you placed a due 
“ confidence in your. mother, and 
& frankly owned what kind of aſſiſt- 


6 ance you wanted; a mother, hows 


« ever atflicied ſhe may be with ſuch a 
66 confeſſion, yet when fo dangerous a 
© moment is at hand, forgets what is 

se pafec“ 

© I ſhould have offered her to have 
* gone on much longer, ſo confounded 
I was and aſtoniſhed with this dif- 
* courie. Imagining that ſhe made an 
© impreſſion, and that grief and ſhame 


E reftrained me from returning an an- 


6 ſwer, „Take courage,” 


6 the, embracing mez 
ce 


ce 
6c 
T: 
c 
«K+ 


5 
vhat is paſſed 
cannot be remedied; your firſt ſtep 
at preſent towards an amendment, is 
to implore the forgiveneſs of Heaven 
for your crimes; and I will join with 
you in good works, that we may ob- 


© child and a parent can never bg ſuf- 
ficiently atoned for; 
© ought not to deſpair,“ contin ned the, 
C ſeing me alma Hubs with excels 
cas grief, „The goſpel affures us, 
© that a contrite heart opens the gates 
6 of mercy, Come, daughter,” con- 
„ tinued 


ſhame from the eyes of the world, 


-* Informed of what ?** 
„ cried J, interrupting her, and paſt all. 


that might have been * 


tain fo great a mercy, The deathof a, 


nevertheleſs, we. 
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© tinued my mother, fearing leſt I ſhould 
© expire in the agony in which the faw 
me, © we will ſay no more; ſhould it 
60 thr ow you into a fever, it may be fatal. 
« Heaven forbid! what would become 
4 of me, if I ſhould loſe. all that is leſt 
« me in this. world! 
child,“ added this wretched parent, 
ao embracing me, “ you will not over- 
& helm me anew? You always loved 
* your mother, and you know ſhe 
% doats on you, Dry up your tears; I 
forget all: I have ſaid it; and the 
e cruel injury we have received ſhall be 
c atoned for by your marrying the per- 
« fon; who, notwithſtanding all the 
& diſcretion I know you are poſſeſſed 
* of, has found means to deJude you. 
Name him. Perhaps he abſconds ; 
4 bnt let him return: we have an ample 
© fortune, ſufficient to ſettle him very 
& happily in the world. 
* poſhible, whoever he is, that he can 
& be lo diſnonourable as to on you 
& this reparation.” 
All this was but ſo many riddles, 
© as I affured my mother; ſhe hewail- 
© ed my obllinacy ; and, fearing leſt her 
© jmpatience might be of ill conſequence 
© to my health, went out of my cham- 
© ber all in tears. She was no ſooner 
© gone but I renewed my lamentations, 
and threw myſelf a ſecond time out of 
© bed in order to follow her. The 


© maid, who was much ſtronger, put 


© me to bed again, In the name of 


46 God, Fanny!” faid I, “explain what 


4 my mother has been ſaying. I with 
& child! I brought to bed! I really 
believe, if I may uſe ſuch an expret- 
_ © ſion, my mother is gone diſtracted.” 
“ Aye, but it is too true for all that!“ 
00 « replied the ſervant, very coarſely; “and 
you would do much better, Miſs, to 
„ own who has abuſed you.“ “ You 
are an impertinent huſly!” anſwered I, 
giving her a box on the ear; „it be- 
©« comes you mighty well, truly, to 
4c talk to me in this manner: learn the 
© reipect you owes me. My mother is 
© miſtreſs; and may ſay what ſhe pleaſes, 


* though, God knows, I bear it very 


„ impatiently even from her; but, for 
© you, let me hear no more of it.“ 
« ſervant, provoked at my behaviour, 
© took ſo much liberty ina pert anſwer 
© ſhe made me, that, tranſported be- 
© yond all bounds, I catched up a can- 
© dleſtick which ſtood by my bed-fide, 
© and threw it with ſo much force, that, 


No, my dear 


c 
6 
c 
o 
c 
c 
© all the careſſes her tenderneſs could 
* 
c 
+ 
o 
t 
c 


It 1s ſcarce. 
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* lighting unhappily on her temple, ſhe 
© expired in about two hours time. 
Imagine, Mademoiſelle,” continued 
the unfortunate pilgrim with a deep 
ligh, * the deſpair this laſt ſad accident 
* occaſioned, I got out of bed, bewail- 
ing what I had done, and ran in my 
ſhift like a mad creature to my mo- 
ther's chamber. She was crying, 
and ſeemed frightened at the fight of 
me. She came and embraced me, 
and Jed me back to my chamber with 


inſpire; but, how great was her con- 
ſternation when ſhe beheld the maid 
grovelling on the floor in her blood! 
She called for help; a ſurgeon was 
ſent for: but all in vain; his fkill 
could not fave her life, 

* Aplauſible acconnt, you may ima- 
gine, was given of this accident; 
there was no witneſs preſent, and we 
much known and reſpected, the author 
of the murder was never called in due 
ſtion. 

© In the mean time, this laſt adven- 
ture, together with what my mother 
had alledged, affected me fo much, 
that I fell very ill, and lay at the point 
of death. The convincing proofs ſhe 
had given me of my having really lain 
in, though JI knew mylelt entirely in- 
nocent, atforded me a gloomy light in 
my fatal deſtiny, and perplexing my 
mind with ſo many contradictions, 
brought me into the condition J juſt 
now mentioned. My mother was ſo 
terrified, that ſhe made à vow of going 
in pilgrimage to our Lady's of Lux- 
embourg, it God would pleaſe to re- 
ſtore my health. 

Her pray ers were heard, doubtleſs, 
for the greater puniſhment of my ſins. 
On my recovery, ſhe began to think 
of her grave, the way to which our 
misfortunes had already paved; but 
my perſiſting not to acknowledge who 
it was ſhe imagined had. abufed me, 
(a refuſal ſhe confidered as a proof of 
an obftinate and wicked heart) was 
ſuch a finiſhing ſtroke, that ſhe ſunk 
under it. Finding her- diffolution 
draw near, and ſcemg me in tears by 
her bed: ſide, ſhe conjured me, hy the 
condition I ſaw her in, to give her the 
fatisfaction the had fo long deſired. 
What could I fay, ignorant as I was 
of what had happened, but convinced 
that, if there was any thing in it, ſome 
very extraordinary means had been 
2 W 


Naa MA ²⁰ẽͥmùwvup)—²àAu ee e e r a 


r 


employed? My mother could not be 
perſuaded but that I diſſembled the 
truth, and upon that account never 
looked towards me during the few 
days ſhe had to live; neither could my 
tears norentreaties prevail upon her to 
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later, God would puniſh my falſe heart. 
Her death, attended with ſo many 
cruel circumſtances, threw me into 
ſuch agonies of deſpair, that I made ſe- 
veral attempts on my own life. My re- 
lations, who never left me after this 
laſt accident, watched me day and 
night; and it 1s to their vigilance I owe 
my prelervation from an untimely end. 

This frenzy laſted above a month. It 
is true, the frequent exhortations of a 
worthy clergyman, whole learning 
equalled his great compaſſion, brought 
me by degrees to myſelf, He prevailed 
on me, after hearing all my misfor- 


God. My ſincerity and innocence ap- 
peared to hint indiſputable: religion 
had gained it's aſcendant over me; 
and I made my confeſſion with the 


cumſtances, of my misfortunes, that 
ſome unnatural means had heen baſe- 


| „ : | 
r ns 


miniſtered, fince I was entirely inno- 
cent. This ſcemed the more likely, 
from ſome particulags I informed him 
© of; and finding how, much J ſuffered 
in relating all chat F&pilled, he com- 
i forted me by reprelenting, that as I 


in the fight of God; but, if I had 
e in Prebelling' agaioſt his will, 


a 5 might realonably hope to find mer- 
5 . have excluded mylelf 3 
hi 


s holy grace: that Providence or- 


dered every thing for the belt, and out 
© of love to his creatures, often moved 
it's ſecret ſprings to draw us to itlelf; 
< that, in misfortunes like mine, the only 
8 "reſource was to [ubmit to it's eternal 
C degrees. | 
„Such exhortations, often 1 


© with great fervour, had the effett the 


good curate propoled. After a ſpiri- 
© tual retreat of nine days which he en- 

Wain me thought an inſpiration from 
© Heaven induced me to make a vow 
cf 40 fl ling what my mother had pro- 


6 miſled durit ng ny inneſs; beſides, I 


4 
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give me her bleſſing. She aſſured me, 
juſt before ſhe expired, that, ſooner or 


could not foreſee whit was to happen, 


_ 


tunes, to have recourſe to Almighty 
diſpoſitions gf a ſincere penitent. The 
good prieſt gueſſed, from all the cir- 


ly employed on this occakon, or that 
a ſleeping potion had been ſecretly ad- 
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firmly determined at my return to be- 
come a nun, beſtowing one halt of my 


eſtate on the poor, and dividing the 


other among my relations, without re- 
gard to proximity of blood, but as their 
ſeveral wants might require. 
After this plan was formed, I com- 
municated it to my worthy director. 
He congratulated me on ſuch pious 
reſolutions, inſpired, as he ſaid, by the 
Divine I. but he diſapproved of 
the pilgrimage, as liable to great in- 
conveniences, to which, in ſo long a 
journey, a young woman muſt un- 
avoidably be expoſed. He offered a 


diſpenſation from the vow; but he 


found me ſo ſtrongly bent on the per- 
formance, that he was obliged to con- 
ſent, after giving me the heſt advice 
for regulating my conduct, and aygid- 


Ly 
[ 


ing the dangers his prudence foreſaw - 


would attend the execution of my de- 
ſign. Before I began my pilgrimage, 


J ſettled my affairs, reſerving only 


what was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
{tate of life I was determined to em- 
brace, My relations uſed their ut- 
moſt endeavours to diſſuade me from 
making over my fortune; juſtly ap- 
prehending, that if I ſhould change 
my mind, I moſt: depend upon the 
courteſy" of. others for a ſubſiſtences 
but my feadineſs ſurmounted all theſe 
obſtacles} and, as they perceived I was 
entirely taken up, with my project, 
they left me at liberty to act as I 
judged proper. A deſign of embia- 
cing a religious lite has this particular 


privilege, that it ſupplies the incapaci- 
ty of minors. 


The day before my departyre I un» 
derwent an aſſault little inferior to the 


reſt, J received on the ſame day two 

letters from Belizai. The firſt ig» 
formed me how much he ſuffered by 
being ſeparated from me, and that no- 
thipg could effect the leaſt alteration 
in his ſentiments : he acquainted me 
that his father was dead, and had left 
him a plentitu] fortune; that decency 
alon# had prevented him till now from 
aſſuring me that his happineſs was in- 
e Pr with my ablence ; he be. 
ſought me to accept.of his hand and 
heart with all he poſſeſſed; he exhorted 
me to reflect very ſeriouſly on what he 
propoſed, declaiing, that in ſome ſenſe 


IT was not at liberty to do otherwiſe, 


nor ſo much my own miſtreſs as to diſ- 
poſe of my{lf without his conſent. 


I was 
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© I was ſtill at a loſs to comprehend 
the meaning of all this, which I 
thought a very extraordinary method 
of contſhip z but the ſecond letter, 
dated two days after the firſt, and 
wrote leſt I ſhould heſitate in coming 
to a determination, fully apprized me 
of my fatal deſtiny, by his declaring 
himſelf very roundly to be my huſband, 
He there acquainted me with the baſe 
means he had employed to obtain that 
title, vainly endeavouring to palliate 
them by the exceſs of his paſſion, and 
a dread of loſing me, too well ground- 
ed on the antipathy I expreſſed to any 
engagement; that having conſidered 
all this, he made uſe of ſome very ex- 
traordinary means to lay me aflcep: 


that at firſt he had no farther view than 


to remedy a want of ſleep, from which 
I ſuffered very much during my 11- 
neſs; but the opportunity appearing 
fo favourable to his future lawful de- 
tons, as he called them, he could not 


reſiſt thetemptation;thathe had flatter- 
ed himſelf, in caſe a pledge of his love 


ſhould appear, decency would effect 
what his paſſion and addreſſes could 
not compaſs. How far he was in 


the right my behaviour muſt deter- 


mine, 5 

The ſecond letter juſtly incenſed me 
to a very great degree. Notwithſtand- 
ing the prejudice of my ſecret paſſion 
for this unworthy lover, I firmly re- 


ſolved never to ſee his face more, and 
that nothing ſhould ever prevail on me 


to change my mind. I reſolved to 
exert myſelf in endeavouring to for- 
get him. Addrefling myſelf to God, 


I made a ſacrifice to Him of whatever 


inclination might remain, and renew- 
ed my vow of becoming a nun; a reſo- 
lution J have hitherto perſiſted in, and 
will never lay aſide, truſting in God 
that his holy grace will ſupport me 
againſt every thing that may tend to 


ſhake my reſolution. 


It is now a year and a day ſince I 
came from home in this equipage. I 


have had the good fortune to execute 


my deſign without meeting with any 
troubleſome adventure; aud, as my 
vow is fulfilled this day, to-morrow. I 
bid adieu to the world. 

Thus I have given you, Mademoi- 
ſelle, the hiſtory of my misfortunes, 


which will be ever freſh in my memory. 
For my greater humiliation, I have 
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made it a Jaw to myſelf always togive 
a detail of them to ſuch as deſire it; 
to the end that this hiſtory, being made 
publick, may teach young women to 
dread the vile artifices which men are 
ſo apt to employ in ſeducing their inno- 
cence, and to be always on their guard 
againſt ſuch beaſts of prey, the more 


havock they make by any alluring en- 
dowments of body or mind. 

* To this recital of my misfortunes 
there is one condition annexed, which 
I do not previouily mention, becauſe 
I am perſuaded nobody will refuſe to 
comply with eit; it is, Mademoiſelle, 
to do ſome act of piety in my behalf, 
that God will pleaſe to give me per- 
ſeverance in the holy ſentiments with 
which he has inſpired me, and ſtrength 
to put them in execution. 
Thus did Lindamine finiſh her ſtory, 
wiping away her tears, which ſhe could 
not reſtrain. I thanked her for the com- 
plaiſance ſhe had ſhewn, and enquired 
how far off the convent might be whither 
ſhe propoſed to retire. Her anſwer was, 
that ſhe had not as yet pitched upon any 
place ; thatit was indifferent to her; and, 
as ſhe intended to forſake the world en- 
tirely, ſhe propoſed, when her ſteward 
arrived, to make him beſpeak ſome 
convent where {he was not known : that 
for this reaſon ſhe would not fix her 
retirement in her own country ; elſe- 
where ſhe had no objection, if ſhe were 
received. 

Upon hearing this, a thought came 
into my head, that might be equally 
ſerviceable to her, and give me an op- 
portunity of ſending ſome account of 
myſelf to dear Saint Agnes, ever pre- 
ſent in my heart. With this view, I 
recommended very earneſtly to Linda- 
mine the monaſtery I had lately left, 
promiling to direct ker to a lady who 
honoured me with her friendſhip, and 
who would take a ſingular pleaſure, 


a K a RM K X a 0a 


through a ſincere piety and obliging diſ- 


poſition, to ſerve her as far as lay in 
her power; that it was the ſureſt means 
of compleating her deſign, as ſhe would 


be received with open arms; and, being 
ſo well recommended, no enquiry would 


be made. 

Lindamine made her acknowledg- 
ments with great vivacity, and accepted 
very kindly of my propoſal. I talked 
a great deal to her concerning. Saint 
25 . Agnes, 


to be feared, when emboldened in the 
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Agnes, praiſing her ſweet diſpoſition 
and agreeable converſation. I ſpent the 
remainder of the day in entertaining the 
pretty pilgrim with the ſatisfaction ſhe 
would find in the company of my friend, 
whoſe adventures, when acquainted with 
them, would intereſt her much, and 
oblige her to own that Saint Agnes, in 
ſome reſpects, was more to be pitied 
than herſelf, Lindamine ſeemed very 
much ſurprized at this, and aſked what 
misfortunes were comparable to her 
own, e 

The perplexity into which this queſ- 
tion threw me, made Saint Fal riſe from 
bis ſeat, eaſily apprehending that, as 
matters were, his preſence might be 
ſome reſtraint upon me. Obliging and 


well bred as he was, he deſired leave to 


go before it was too late, and try the 
benefit of the air for a head- ache he had 
been troubled with ſince morning. As 
he addreſſed himſelf to me, I anſwered 
with a bow; upon which he retired. 

When Lindamine and I were alone, 
I preſſed her again to pitch upon the 
convent I had mentioned. She aſſured 
me that ſhe would go next day to Ma- 
dame De G=—, and as ſoon as that 
lady had ſettled the terms of her ad- 
miſſion, ſhe' would enter. This point 
being ſettled, I reſumed the ſubject of 


Saint Agnes, and related her hiſtory in 


ſhort to Lindamine, that ſhe might en- 
tertain the better opinion of her. The 
pilgrim confeſſed, that if the fair nun 


had the leaſt of her crimes to reproach 


herſelf withal, ſhe (Lindamine) would 
allow herſelf to be the leaſt unhappy of 
the two; but that no misfortune was 
equal to the ſtings of a guilty con- 
ſcience. | ' 
Lindamine very readily gathered from 
my friend's hiſtory, that I was entruſted 
with ſome letters of conſequence, which 
I had not as yet found means to ſend: 
ſhe told me very obligingly, that if I 
would venture them in her hands, ſhe 


would anſwer for their being delivered; 


that ſhe would ſend the next day a truſty 
ſervant expreſs with them, wio ſhoula 


return and give her an account of the 


execution of his commiſſion. I was fo 
well pleaſed with the feaſibleneſs and 
expedition of the propoſal, that, tran- 
ſported to think how overjoyed Saint 
Agnes would be to have her buſineſs ſo 
well followed, I threw my arms qhout 
Lindamine's neck for joy. This lovely 
creature, charmed with my triendly diſ- 
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eee, had a great mind to know, in 
jer turn, my hiſtory; and though her 
politeneſs made her readily accept of the 
excules I framed, yet ſhe could not for- 
bear renewing the attack ſeveral times : 
at laſt, I told her with a ſmile, that it 
would be a very il return for all her 
civilities, to trouble her with a detail 
of my misfortunes ; that Saint Agnes 
ſhould ſatisfy her curioſity, and by an 
agreeable manner of relating the hiſtory, 
would render it leis inſupportable. Lin- 
damine allowed of this frivolous apolo- 
gy; but it only ſerved, asI was afterwards 
informed, to increaſe her impatience, 
As the time left for diſpatching our buſi- 
neſs grew very ſhort, we ſet ourſelves 
to writing. I was very glad of this 
opportunity to beg of Madame de G— _ 
the continuance of her friendſhip, and 
to give her an account of my preſent 
ſituation. My letter to Saint Agnes 
gave me the leaſt trouble, though by far 


the longeſt. After letting her know 


how happy I was in having ſuch an ops 
portunity of ſerving her, I deſired that 
if the marquis ſhould chance to come to 
the monaſtery, (which Iimagined might 
poſſibly happen) ſhe would pleaſe to in- 
form him, that, whatever befel me, I 
ſhould preſerve the moſt affectionate and 


faithful ſentiments in his regard. 


We ſpent ſo much time in writing, 
that it was eight o'clock before we fi- 
niſhed our diſpatches, I was ſurpriz- 
ed that Saint Fal did not return: his 
polite behaviour, and the confidence 
ſhewn in leaving me to myſelf at this 
preſent, knowing I had it in my power t@ 
eſcape, as J had formerly done; this not 
only effaced all reſentment of his beha- 
viour on the firſt day, buteven created an 
eſteem, and gave me ſome uneaſineſs for 
his abſence, as it was not a fit hour to be 
in the fields in winter. Enquiring forhim, 
I was anſwered that he was gone to kill 
ſome game, and very likely watching ta 
ſhoot a hare. I knew very well, being 
bred in the country, that ſportſmen 
often ſtaid out late. I returned ſome- 
thing ſatisfied to Lindamine, but was 
much ſurprized to find at her feet a 
very handſome gentleman, expreſſing 
himſelf with great emotion, and from 
whom the pretty pilgrim was endea- 
vouring to tree herſelf, with words fre- 
quently interrupted with her tears. I 
was upon the point of retiring, without 
examining any farther, when Linda- 


mine cried out, No, no, dear Jenny! 


* cons 
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1 
: 
: 
: 
bo: 
| 
| 


defects of his 7 conduct; 


— 


© come in and lend me your aſſiſtance, 


© to guard my heart againſt the attacks 


s of this vile man, the unworthy lover 
you have already heard me mention. 
© Behold the brutal raviſher ! who en- 


\ © deayours to alledge the moſt outrage- 
b © ous injury as a proof of the tendereſt 


c affeion,'——-" Yes, charming Linda- 
mine l' cried Belizai, interrupting her 
with great eagerneſs, © may Heaven 
© puniſh me this inſtant, if I had the 
© leaft intention of offending you, from 
* the firſt moment my heart, captivated 
by your charms, to the name of lover 
© would fain have joined that of huſ- 


| © band! See here the firſt origin of my 


crime: your celdneſs; the diſtaſte you 
xpreſſed on all occaſions againſt ma- 
rimony; your father's conſent, which, 


by diſcovering his views, J was in 


hopes of obtaining, if I could bring 


my deſigns to bear; all this put toge- 


ther, compleatly ſeduced and blinded 
s me. I plead guilty, my charming 
* Lindamine ! That you really love 
me is no ſecret; why, therefore, 
through an unſeaſonable pundlilio, 


© will you make us both unhappy ! my 
wife, my dear wife! as you are ?'— 
Fold, barbarous man!” cried the pil- 


grim, all in tears, what, odious title 
do you give me?! what baſe means 


0 Heaven! dare you— Ves, you 


t are my wite!* replied Belizai, eager- 
ly grafping her knees; * nothing but 
© death ſhall wreſt from me the amiable 
© name of huſband. Let this lady be 
judge, continued the wretched lover, 
turning to me; © ſhe ſhall decide.—“ I 


4 take you at your word, replied Lin- 
dlamine, caſting a look at me; I am 
s ſatisfied her ſentiments of honour and 


religion are ſuch, that I have no room 


© to doubt her paſſing ſentence in my 


6 favour,” 


Belizai, finding his deſtiny placed in. 
my hands, roſe up, and began with ex- 


erating his paſſion, tenderneſs, and 
conſtancy. He ſet forth the moſt ſpe- 


Cious pretences in excuſe of his raſhneſs 
and it's conſequences: he endeavoured 


to make me enter into his opinion; 


which was, that fince what had hap- 


pened could not be recalled, decency 
required that marriage ſhould ſupply the 
ledging 
that, abſtracted from his love, probity 
obliged him to inſiſt on the marriage 
from thence he paſſed to the torments 


| ke had ſuffered whilſt abſent from all 
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that was dear to him in this life. Re 
ſought to move my compaſſion, by giv- 
ing me an account of the advantageous 
matches he had refuſed for Lindamine's 
ſake; he affirmed that, being preſſed 
by his relations in that. particular, he 
left Liſbon to avoid their importunities, 
and came to Montpelier a year ago, to 
make a facrifice of all thoſe offers to his 
miſtreſs, and preſent. her his hand; that 
finding, to his grief, that ſhe was gone 
from thence, and not knowing where 
to finq her, he had wandered about in 
ſearch of her ever ſince; that returning 
to Montpelier, and luckily diſcovering, 
by mere accident, that ſhe had ſent for a 
chaiſe, he watched it's ſetting out, and 
followed it without being perceived, in 
order to throw himſelf at his miſtreſs's 
feet, and either obtain her pardon, or 
an end of his afflictions by the violence 
of his deſpair. 

I gave Belizai full ſeope to utter what 
he had to fay ; then turning to Linda- 
mine, I aſked her if ſhe had any thing 
to add on this fubject to what ſhe had 
already ſaid. Her anſwer was, that ſhe 
had not, and that nothing in the world 
ſhould, prevail upon her to alter her re- 
lolutions. . 0 
. Encouraged by. theſe words, I ad- 


dreſſed mylelf to Belizai in the follow- 


ing manner. Since you are pleaſed, 
dir, to refer yourſelf to my deciſion,” 
faid I, © give me leaye to tell you, my 
© ſentirnents from yours, on this affair, 
* are very different : you muſt excuſe 


me if I aſſert, that, in my opinion, 


© you are not only unworthy of the fa- 
© vour to which you pretend, but even 
6 of being received into the rank of 
© thofe, wheſe ſtrict regard for virtue 
© give them a juſt elevation. of thought; 
ſince you have ſo outrageoufly tram- 
« pled on thoſe very diftates of honour 
and probity, upon which you ſeem, 
© with ſo little reaſon, to value yourſelf. 
© Is it poſſible, with your education and 
© parts, (for it were injuſtice to deny 


vou either) that you ſhould act in a 


© manner ſo inconſiſtent with the duty 
© you owe yourſelf > The deluding, or 
© even forcing a woman, black as they 
© are, fall ſhort of the crime you have 
committed: the two firſt may be com- 
6 pared to two men of ſuperior ſtrength 
© and activity, attacking two others, 
© who, by their known want of ſkill 
© and courage, are no way able to 
© withitand them ; whereas your con- 

dus 
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e duct reſembles exactly that of a baſe 
© affaſſin, who ſtabs his adverſary in 
© the back or aſleep, In the firſt caſe, 
* the aggrefſors leave room for making 
© n defence; a lucky accident may poſ- 
« fibly clude their ſtrength and ſkill ; 
© but in the caſe before us, who can 
© poſſibly be ſecure? In truth, I muſt 
* ſay it, your behaviour in this affair 
© is properly an aſſaſſination. I will 
ſay no more. You plead, Sir, that 
your love prompted you to perpetrate 
this outrage. No, Sir; real love ne- 
ver leads to villainy: beſides, it is not 
to be called love, where the paſſion 


who was pleaſed to have ſome ſhare 
in my education, and who is very 
juſtly admired for her nice diſcern- 
ment, always aſſerted, that true eſteem 
not only wiſhes it's object happy, 
but even exerts all poſſible means to 
render it ſo, even in the higheſt de- 
gree that can be deſired. But what 
obligation do you lay upon your miſ- 


uncommon talents; in a word, com- 
pleatly qualified to be a companion 
for lite? A hundred others will be 
in love with her as well as you, but 
perhaps are unwilling to make a ſa- 
crifice to her of their ſeveral inclina- 


that this miſtreſs, at an unguarded 
hour, ſhould be ſuſceptible of any 
frailty; a man of worth, who pro- 
poſes to marry her, would be the firſt 
to ſupport her againſt any fuch weak- 
neſs; far from taking the advantage 
of ſuch an inclination. If you ſeek 
to make yourſelf agreeable by laſt- 
ing recommendations, ſuch as pro- 
« bity, virtue, and honour, the eſteem 


vou create will always ſubſiſt; you 


© muſt even, when requiſite, ſacrifice 
« your very love itſelf; and, if you can- 
not compleat the happineſs of the per- 
* ſon beloved, you ought to contribute 
* all that lies in your power to effect it 
in the arms of another: a ſentiment 
truly noble, and of which we ſee but 
few inſtances; nevertheleſs, I have 
* known thoſe whoſe greatneſs of ſoul 
would not bave failed them on fuch 
* an occaſion. 

© In fine, Sir, continued T, thore is 
no real happineſs, without the ſtricteſt 
regard to honour and probity. The 


ultimately centers in itſelf, A lady 


treſs, whom you admire becauſe ſhe 
is handſome, bears a good character, 
is {weet-tempered ; has, if you pleaſe, - 


tions and fortunes, Put the cafe, 


» 
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©* reaſon is, becauſe when paſſions have 
s no other ſupport than themſelves, they 
« mutually claſh and ſhake each other; 
© whereas, that love which has virtue 
«© for it's guide, fixes happineſs, as it 
© 1s not liable to the vexations and im- 


© petuohs ſtorms the allies of a diſor- 


« derly inclination uſually create. How 
* flender ſoever my experience may be, 
© I think I have given you a faint ſketch 
© of the real character of a man of 
worth, and an honourable lover; to 
« both which 1 think Mademoiſelle 
© Lindamine juftly entitled; and which, 
© had the found them in you, would 
© have made her compleatly happy, if 
© ſhe really has thoſe favourable ſenti- 
© ments in your behalf as you ſeem to 
aſſert: but, through an unhappy con- 
traſt, ſhe is become the moſt wre c 1- 
ed of her ſex. Reflect how many 
crue] evils have flowed from yout 
rathneſs: ſhe loſes her father; pro- 
voked by an impertinent anſwer, em- 
brues her hands in blood; brings her 
mother to the grave; and 1s on the 
point of plunging herſelf headlong 
into eternity, To compleat the whole, 
ſhe lies under the ſtricteſt obligations, 
both of honour and religion, to make 
herſelf a ſacrifice, and retire for the 
reſt of her life to a monaſtery, in or- 
der to appeaſe the remorſe of a guilty 
conſcience. Let ſo generous an ef- 
fort be equalled on your fide; or, if 
you cannot obtain ſo noble a victory 
over yourſelf, at leaſt give this laſt 
proof ef your love, not to diſturb 
her in the execution of what ſhe pro- 
„ poles.” © f | | 
T had no ſooner named a monaſtery, 
but Belizai threw himſelf again at her 
feet, with ſuch marks of a fincere repen 
tance, uttering the moſt moving ſpeeches, 
accompanied with ſigns of ſo real a de- 
ſpair, that the beautiful creature's paſſion 
began to revive; fome ſparks ſeemed to 
force their way. Belizai, as cunning 
as amorous, perceiving the effect his 
preſence and diſcourſe had, purſued his 
advantage ſo warmly, and gave it ſo 
many different turns, that, with a deep 
ſigh, followed by a ſhower of tears, ſhe 
owned her happincels inſeparable from 
his, and that her vow was the only ob- 
ſtacle left. Tranſported with this ac 
k&knowledgment, Belizai told her that ſuch 
vows were of very little conſequence z 
that any prieſt had tufficient power to 
grant a diſpenſation from it, the gÞþzain- 
| O 2 ing 
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ing of which would be attended with the 
leſs difficulty, as there were ſuch cogent 
reaſons for their being married, This 
Lindamine eaſily refuted z and beginning 
again to mention her vow and the mo- 
naſtery, Belizai, in a violent tranſport, 
drew his ſword, and would have thrown 
himſelf upon it. Hold, cruel man!” 
cried Lindamine, her blood running 
chill in her veins; will you ſtrike the 
* finiſhing ſtroke to all my misfortunes ? 
© Put up your ſword. Alas! I cannot 
© ſurvive you a moment, I muſt yield, 
© No, you ſhall not die; you are too dear 
to me, Heavens! what would become 


lament! Do not, Belizai; do not thus 
terrify me any more! I tremble ſtill ; 
and am unable, in the conſternation 
you have occaſioned, to come to any 
reſolution. Allow me this night to im- 
plore the aſſiſtance of Heaven, that I 
may be directed by it's inſpirations: 
in the morning you ſhall have my an- 
ſwer; alas! too conformable, perhaps, 


5 to my inclinations.” The lover would 


have replied, but Lindamine aſſured him 


that ſhe would not hear any thing more; 


that he had already but too ſucceſsfully 
prevailed ; that he ought to be ſatis fied 


with the promiſe ſhe had made, and en- 
treated him to retire. He complied; but 


with ſuch viſible ſorrow as moved me 


very much. : 


Lindamine returned to me, drying he 
tears, and aſſured me that nothing ſhould 


prevail on her to alter the relolution the 


had taken, * Ought I not to bluſh,“ 
ſaid the, when I look you in the face, 
© after betraying ſo much weakneſs ? 


But, deareſt Jenny, deprive me not of 


8 your eſteem: J am the more to be 
6 prod, for, notwithitanding the vio- 


5 ſee me put in execution, with the 
« greateſt courage, what I have under- 
s taken to perform.” e 
The ſteward, expected by Lindamine, 
entered the room juſt as ſhe had done 


ſpeaking; ſhe let him know the unea - 


ſineſs ſhe was under with reſpect to Be- 


deſign of retjring to a monaſtery. We 
all agieed, that in order to elude her 


lover's vigilance, which doubtleſs would 


be extraordinary at this jun$ture, ſhe 


and I ſhould change bed-chambers ; 


that, early in the morning, Lindamine 


ſhould jet out fixſt in Saint Fal's chaiſe, 


of me, if I had this death, beſides, to 


ence of a paſſion, revived at the ſight | 
aof him who firſt inſpired it, you ſhall 


1. 


the poſtilion being ordered to wait dur 
coming, at a place appointed, about ſix 
leagues diſtant. I flattered myſelf that 
the count would make no difficulty to 
aſſiſt in ſo warrantable a deſign. In the 
preceding agitations a conſiderable time 
was ſpent, and the clock ſtruck ten, 
without my hearing any tidings of Saint 
Fal. I grew very uneaſy, as I informed 
his valet de chambre, not diſſembling 
that his indifference on this occaſion very 
ill became him. He was aſhamed of it; 


and, taking a guide with him, went to 
-leek his maſter. What made me the 


more apprehenſive leſt any accident might 
have befallen the count, was my having 
very innocently given occaſion to it, be- 
ing convinced that his motive of going 
out was to take off all appearance of 


conſtraint on my liberty; not but I was 


ſatisfied his only aim was to pleaſe me; 
and I ſaw plainly he was in love. I did 
not ſee any obligation of taking upon 


me to reſent a paſſion, no ways encou- 


raged or approved of on my fide, We 
cannot controul our ſentiments, but may 
always regulate our manner of exprell- 
ing them; and where a woman has by 
her merit created a paſſion in a man of 
ſri honour, I really think, even at 
this day, when he has declared himſelf 
an admirer, and ſhe, on her part, has, in 


aà polite manner, ſincerely aſſured him 
that ſhe is otherwiſe engaged, or that 


her duty or affections are incompatible 
with any ſuch declaration; ſhe ought 
Not to pride herſelf in a ſcrupulous nicety 
of avoiding his company, provided {he 
does not give him opportunities. An 


affected behaviour ſoon degenerates into 


mere preciſeneſs; and daily experience 
convinces us, that coquettes and aban- 
doned women frequently lie hid under 
the maſk of hypocriſy, But to return, 
before a ſubject of this kind carries us 
too far out of the way. | 

_ Lindamine, defirous of ſetting out 
very early for the reaſon above mention- 
ed, after her uſual collation, went to 


bed in the manner we had agreed Oh. 


I ſent for the poſtilion who belonged 19 


Fo. ; the Count de Saint Fal, and ordered 
lizai, after acquainting him with her 


the chaiſe to be ready at day- break. 
The great deference paid me by the 
count, of which his ſervants were eyes 
witzeſſes, was without doubt the reaſon 
of tte poſtilion's readily. receiving my 
ordg's. Lindamine and I bid each other 
adieu with great regret: that amiable 
young creature was truly deſerving of « 
jos” e fuguly 
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fingular eſteem z and had our acquain- 
tance-been of a longer date, this fare- 
wel would have colt me very dear. I 
begged very earneſtly to hear from her 
as ſoon as I ſhould be able to fend pro- 
per directions. She promiſed to comply 
fo well with my requeſt, as might per- 
haps make me repent of allowing her 
that liberty. Eg 
Ten, eleven, twelve o'clock came; but 
no count appeared. The landlady, with 


all her entreaty, could not perſuade me 


to go to bed, without knowing the rea- 
ſons of this unexpected abſence ; all ſhe 
could compaſs was, to prevail on me to 
eat a mouthful. Sitting down to table, 
J heard a horſe ſtop at the door; imme- 
diately the landlady called from the bot- 
tom of the ſtairs, that I might ſup in 
peace, for that a courier brought me 
neus of the count. In conſequence of 
this, up comes a ſervant booted, of 
whom I haſtily enquired for M. De 
Saint Fal; his anſwer was, that he 


left him about ten leagues off, hav- 


Aſto- 


ing rid poſt with him ſo far. 
ſhed at what I heard, I queſtioned the 


ni 


ſervant again. He replied, putting a let- 


ter into my hand, that there I ſhould 
find a better information than any he 
could give me. I opened the letter with 


great eagerneſs ; and read, to my great 


lurprize, as follows, 


THE COUNT DE SAINT FAL'S LET 


TER TO JENNY. 


* 


I Have ſent you an expreſs, Made- 
* moiſelle, being perſuaded you 
mult be under the greateſt uncaſineſs 


ſence: I made a ſecret of it to you, 
being confident I ſhould return before 


you could perceive either the one or 
the other. 


mortification to me, if you ſhould put 
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ney. 

My deſign was to prepare a conve- 
nient lodging for you till you were 
happily ſettled, as your great merit 
juſtly deſerves : but when I arrived at 
8. G, which I thought a more pro- 
per place for you than any other, 
judge how I was ſurprized to find 
there the Marquis De L. V. hom 1 
then thought to have been in L rrame. 
My couſin was not leſs aſton hed to 
meet me: his pale face and confuſed 
$ behaviour gave no rooni to think he 
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at my departure, as well as my ab- 


It would be the greatelit . 


any other conſtruction upon my jour- 


r ͤ EPO . PI G7 


COUNTRY MAID. 


c 
6 
c 
C 
0 
1 
0 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 
. 
c 
c 
c 
c 
* 
c 
0 
c 

c 
c 
6 
c 
: 
1 
6 
6 


I 09 
ſuſpected the occaſion of my journey. 
You ſhall know to-morrow, Madam, 
the reaſons that hindered me from 
dealing ſincerely with him. IT know 


you have ſo much ſenſe, I dare lay a 


wager you partly gueſs my motive, 
© I did not well know what conduct 
to obſerve with the marquis: I would 


willingly have avoided ſuch an inter- 
view, and the queſtions he put to me ; 


but having always been ſo very inti- 


mate, I could not excuſe myſelf from 
ſuppingwith him. Our diſcourſe turn- 


ed upon indifferent matters: though 
he was twenty times upon the point of 
ſpeaking of his charming Jenny, ſtill 


he contained himſelf; which confirm 


ed me more and more in his miſtruſt 
of me. But to what purpoſe do I any 
longer entertain you concerning the 
marquis; can one pretend to make 


one's court at the expence of the 


heart? Forgive this expreſſion: it 
eſcaped me: I too much fear it may 
offend you. I am ſilent; and will be 


more circumſpect for the future: the 


more eaſily toobtain my pardon, I will 
begin again to talk to you of my ami- 
able kiniman, | | 

Nothing fetters converſation more 


than diſtruſt. The marquis and I had 


no ſooner ſupped, but we parted under 


different pretences. My couſin's was, 


that he muſt ride poſt back again to 
Pont a Mouſſon, pretending to me 
that he was only come to court, in 
hopes that, as his affair lay dormant, 
he might appear again; but that ſome 
of his friends had given him to under- 
ſtand, it was proper for him to be ab- 
tent a little longer, till it was quite 
forgot. What do you think of me, 
charming Jenny, for not believing 
him? I was not to be impoſed upon 
with this pretext, I imagined (and 1 
have now reaſon to believe myſelf not 
miſtaken) it had either taken air, or 
that he had been informed of his fa- 
ther's intentions; that my couſin was 


in purſuit of you; and that the diſ- 


courle I have juſt now related to you, 


was only deſigned to prevent my ſuſ- 


pecting his real motives. I diſſem- 
bled in my turn; and we took leave 
with great coldneſs. He went away, 
That I might know the truth, I had 
him followed at ſome diſtance by a 


man an horſeback. This emiſſary is 


juſt returned, with word that the mar- 
quis was me into the town by an- 
: | . other 
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other gate; which left me no farther 
* room to doubt of his deſigns. Such 
© as they ate, I thought it was belt to 
act with prudence. Inſtead of coming 
back to join you, I ſet out for the court. 
If he has watched me in his turn, he 
will know that I have not deceived 
himz and if it be true, that he ſuſpects 
me to act in concert with his father, 
the conduct I purſue will convince 
him of the contrary. : 
It is your buſineſs, Mademoiſelle, 
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may give my advice, in the diſpoſi- 


would be proper for you to meet me 
to-morrow at Verſailles. I ſhall take 
care to have ap apartment ready for 
you, where you ſhall be received un- 
der a name that ſhall ſecure you from 


the Long Walk, who will watch your 
coming by, and conduct you where 
you are to alight. Let not this 
place give you any diſquiet; the mar- 
quis's father is at his country-ſeat, 
and little ſuſpects how ill I comply 
with his orders and deſigus. When 
you aue at court I ſhall fee you; and 
we will conſult together how I am to 
proceed with my uncle, whether he 
returns or makes a longer ſtay at his 
_eltate, Happen what will, in me you 


will ſecretly ward off all the aſſaults that 
may be made againſt you, Pleaſe to 
do me the honour to let me know your 
poſitive reſolutions. The perſon who 
18 the bearer of this has orders to 


where to hnd me. I am, with much 
more than eſteem, Mademoiſelle, your 
molt humble, &c. 
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© P. 8. Vou will pleaſe to remember, 
dear Jenny, that it is of the utmoſt 
conlequence to your intereſt, in the 
preſent ſituation of your affairs, by 
all means to avoid the marquis.“ 


„ >» 


I read this letter ſeveral times over, 
without being able to come to a reſolu- 
tion. What pleaſed me moſt was, the 
freſh inliances the marquis gave of his 
paaſſion for me. I could nat help being 
ſenſibly touched with the kind regard 
he ſhewed me; and my Naas was but 
too well pleaſed to fre the pains he took 
in (ccing me, This natural conſequence 


to determine which way to act. If 1 


tion J am in of always ſerving you, it 


all enquiries, You will find a man in 


ſhall always find a ſincere friend, who 


bring me your anſwer, and knows 
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I drew from it, that fince I was fo fin. 
cerely beloved by him, I need give my- 
felf no diſquiet for what might happen; 
or, at leaſt, in caſe of“ any accident, I 
had a protector to depend on, who would 
ſupport me againſt the attacks of adverſe 
fortune. | 

Notwithſtanding the pleaſure I took 
in theſe reflections, I could not but ap- 
prove of M. De Saint's Fal's condutt, 
though I made no donbt but love and 
jealouſy had the greateſt ſhare in it; but 
the polite and engaging manner in which 
this new lover behaved, made me quite 
eaſy. However that might be, I was 
jult giving full ſcope to an ample train 
of reflections ; but calling to mind that 
the caſe required a poſitive anſwer, I 
reſtrained my thoughts to the point in 
view, what was to be done. This gave 
me no {mall uneaſineſs. Once I thought 
of taking the advantage of the count's 
abſence, and throwing myſelf into the 
aims of my relations; but that vanity 
I have mentioned elſewhere, which dit- 
gained the meanneſs of my birth; the 
notion of what people would ſay; love, 
if you pleaſe; the hopes of a charming 
and much defired fortune; all theſe 
things too ſtrongly offered themſelves to 
my imagination, and entirely baniſhed 
that deſign. Fearing even this virtuous | 
diſpoſition might influence me, 1 wrote 
inſtantly to M De Saint Fal, and in- 
formed him, that I relied ſo much on his 
honour as to be entirely guided by him; 
that I would be at Verſailles as he de- 
Gred, where I depended upon the conti- 
nuance of his goodneſs to me. 

The expreſs was ſcarce out of fight, 
when I repented of what I had done. 
Ah, my God!' ſaid I to myſelf, 
£ why did I not purſue my firft deſign? 
What was | thinking of, when I choſe 
* to come to a place where my lover's 
© father has fo much intereſt? If my 
* unlucky Rars ſtil] prevail, fo as to diſ- 
© cover me, who will protect me from 
* his juſt reſentment ? Will he not have 
reaſon to think I come to inſult him in 
© his own houſe? If I ſhould even bave 
© the good fortune to be concealed from 
© this provoked parent, can I avoid be- 
ing known by his ſon? Love will be 
* his guidez and.were I to ſuppole 0- 
© thervyiſc, ſhould I nat be weak enough 
© to ſabe him the trouble? Heavens! 
what gave I done?” continued I; if 
5 none of thele inconveniencies were to 
„happen, what motive have I to per- 

h $ ſuads 
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ſuade myſelf. that Saint Fal will al. 
ways behave with the moderation he 
now prudently, puts on? Artful, per- 
* haps diſſembliag, in his addreſlcs, 
does he not difguiſe himſelf, the bet- 


© ter to bring me to his purpoſe? Has 


he not ſufficiently explained himſelf 
c alceady in his letter? Without doubt,” 
ſaid I, crying, * I am myſelf but too 
© much the cauſe of all that has hap- 
pened to me. Leſs vanity, leſs love, 
had long ago prevented all theſe vex- 
ations, that have fo fatally purſued me 
ever ſince I left our humble cottage. 
That ſhame, which has hitherto op- 
poſed iticif to a lawtul and proper 
conduct, would by this time have 
been overcome: I ſhould now have 
been ſecure in the arms of my mo- 
ther; a country girl, it is true, but 
far more charming in my virtue than 
when decked in all the gaudy trap- 
pings with which this age is fo apt 
to dazzle. Part of the night was 
paſſed in this diſquiq of mind. A ſud- 
den thought that ſtruck me, made me 
rile in haſte: remembering the hour 
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drew near when the pilgrim was to go 


away, I lighted a candle; and, in ſpite 
of my fears, ventured to Lindamin?'s 
chamber. The regard with which Ma- 
dame de G=—— had honoured me, eu- 
couraged my having recourſe to it on 
the preſent occaſion; flattering myſelf 
that this generous perſon, moved with 
the new hazards to which my virtue was 
again expoled, would receive me into 
her arms, and approve my flight; or, at 
leaſt, if, for the ſame reatons as before, 
. the durit not keep me, ſhe would uſe 
her credit to have me admitted into the 
monaltery from whence 1 came, 1 
' © ſhall find, ſaid I, © my tincere friend 
© Saint Agnes again; and Lindamine, 
* whole misfortunes have engaged my 
tender friendſhip, will be a great in- 
* creaſe of my comfort : we will join 
all three of us our diſtieſſes; and there 
I will quickly wait the end of my mis- 
* fortunes or life. Theſe new projects 
fortified my troubled mind. I entered 
the pilgrim's chamber to acquaint her 


with my reſolution: ſhe was juſt ready 


to go; but the force ſhe put upon her- 
ſelt in quitting for ever a beloved ac - 
mirer manifeſtly appeared in her te © by 
her ſorrow and tears. The condi on in 
Which I found her, made me for zi my 
own afflitions, in order to comfort het 
ſhe confe ſſed that my prefſcuce teſtorud 


! * * 
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all her reſolution, whreh was not a little 
ſhaken at the thoughts of a convent, 
and her lover's being fo near; but how 
great was her joy to hear I intended to 
accompany her! "This affurance dried u 

her tears; a inild ſerenity ſucceeded her 
uneaſineſs: ſhe embraced me in her tran- 
ſport, and offered to divide with me all 
ſhe had remaining of her fortune, or at 


leaſt to pay what would be neceſſary for 


my admiſſion into a religious houſe, if 


I were fo diſpoſed. I made my acknow- 


ledgments for this her goodneſs; but J 
could not help faying, with a fmile, that 
I thought the affair too ſerious to be de- 
termined fo ſuddenly. She approved of 


my ſincerity; and added, with a deep 


ſigh, that in the condition the was, I 
mult not regard her decifion, 

In the mean while, word was brought 
that the chaiſe was ready, and we were 


upon the point of going. My virtue, 


 faiisfied with the refolution I had taken. 


gave me ſuch an inward tranquillity, as 
to ſilence the voice of love. Lindamine 
was preparing to follow me, muffled up 
tor fear of meeting Belizai: but this 
extraordinary lover, who had only 


feigned to. comply with his miftreſs's 
deſires, the better to prevent her diſtruſt, 


had been upon the watch all night, and 
found out our projects, (as he ſoon on- 


ed to us) having overheard all we laid 


In fine, we were opening the door to go 


away, when he appeared all of a fud-. 


den, © Pardon my deſpair, dear Linda- 
mine, cried he, ſtopping our paſſage, 
© I had rather ſuffer death than content 
* to your unjult deſigns; will you, then, 
leave me, and withdraw yourſelf from 
« the legitimate rights I have over yu? 
— Rights!* cried the pilgrim very re- 
tolutely, . Ah, my God! of what 
nature are they! Ought you not ta 
& 
cauſe you have taken ſuch a thing into 

your head? Would you relembie 

thoſe who, arrogating a power to 

themſelves which they have not, tbink 
they need but {peak and the matter is 
done? As for my part, Sir, I am 

not of that opinion,” continued Lin- 

damine. You will be fo good, if you 
pleaſe— 
ment, replied Belizai, growing calm- 
er, and lowering his voice. Ah! I 
alk your pardon, young lady, for 

thus oppoling your deligus; wut I. 
weill periſn before I let you go witl » 
cute! During this gentle expotts =, 

lation 
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lu? Do you expect to prevail, be- 


« To return to your apart 


{ 
if 
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lation, Belizai would have ſeized the 


pilgrim's hand to oblige her to go in a- 
gain; but this amiable young creature 
returned of her own accord, rather than 


ſuffer ſuch violence. Ahl how wretch- 


ed am I!' cried ſhe, throwing herſelf 


into an arm chair; * thoſe who ought 


| to behave with reſpe&, become my ty- 


© rants! I ſubmit. O, my God,” conti- 
nued the, ſhedding tears, * you cannot 


d humble me too much; in you place 


© my hope, founded on the purity of 


© my intentions! Having pronounced 


theſe words, ſhe was ſilent. I leave 
© you, Mademoiſelle,” ſays Belizai, in 
a reſpectful voice; * I am going to pray 
© that Heaven which you invoke, to 


© free your mind from this agitation. 


© As ſoon as you give me any marks of 


it, you ſhall find me reſigned; but, 


© without that, I ſwear ſolemnly, I had 
© rather ſuffer death than you ſhould en- 
© page in any raſh enterprize. If love 
© has no greater ſway in your heart, at 


© leaſt let honour reign in it's place. 
© This is ſaying enough, added Beli- 
21: © you underſtand me; and I am 
© perſuaded you will make ſuitable re- 


© fleftions thereon.” Making a pro- 


found bow, he retired, giving me ſuch 


a look as ſufficiently explained his re- 
ſ:ntment, though I pretended not to 
obſerve it, : 
Lindamine, who was pretty warm in 


| her temper, poured out her ſoul in the 
moſt cruel and bitter complaints as ſoon 
as her lover had left us. After having 


given free paſſage to her grief, ſhe de- 
clared, that Heaven had given her grace 
to lay aſide: all affection for her un- 
worthy lover; that fhe was by ſo much 


the more comforted, as the (tate ſhe was 
upon embracing required a heart ex- 
empted from all ſolicitude; that this 


cure would enable her to comply with 
her duty much more chearfully than ſhe 
could have expected, if it were not for 
this happy change Heaven had wronght, 
to which the 11] behaviour of her lover 
certainly contributed. I did all I could 
to ſtrengthen her in theſe good diſpoſi- 
tions, repreſenting to her, at the ſame 
time, the juſt ground there was to fear 
leſt Belizai ſhould throw new obſtacles 
in her way. This made her thought- 
ful for a few- moments; then earneſtly 


- addreſſing herſelf to me, ſhe ſaid ſhe had 


contrived means to guard againſt all Be- 
lizai's attacks. She begged of me to get 


into the chaiſe that waited for us, to leave 
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the inn, pretending to go away alone out 
of the village, and to wait for her at a 


ſmall diſtance behind a little chapel ſhe 


deſcribed, aſſuring me ſhe would find 
means to come and join me, and deli. 
ver herſelf from Belizai. We were very 
private in laying this deſign, for fear of 
being overheard. I acquieſced to all ſhe 
required; and, in order to give the thing 
an air of probability, I took leave of her 
aloud; and Lindamine, as ſhe conducted 
me to her chamber-door, ordered one of 
the ſervants, in a loud voice, to bid Beli- 
zaĩ come up. r 

I was getting into the chaiſe to exe- 
cute our intended project, when Saint 
Fal's valet de chambre drew near me, and 
aſked reſpectfully enough what was my 
deſign, and where I was going. Not 
being prepared for this queſtion, I found 
myſelf very much at a loſs, and did not 
know what anſwer to make. * That 
Dis to ſay, Mademoiſelle, added he, 
ſeeing me ſtruck, * the departure of 
* your pilgrim 1s, only a pretence of 
yours, in order to take the advantage 
of my maſter's abſence, and make your 
* eſcape. The thought was not amiſs ; 
and I was very lucky in watching 
* you, or I ſhould have made a fine 
* figure in this adventure. I have no 
* orders, it is true," continued the old 
ſervant, © to lay any reſtraint on you; 
but T think myſelf obliged at leaſt to 
© repreſent, that you ought not to go 
from hence without my maſter's Know- 
© ledge. The civilities he has ſhewn 
© you require this. As for my part, I 
cannot conſent that you ſhould make 
© ule of my maſter's chaiſe, unleſs I 
© have his poſitive orders for it. 

The poltilion, who was ready to ſet 
out, upon hearing this diſcourſe, got 
down and took off the horſes. Finding 
myſelf at fuch a nonplus, I thought of 
making a confident of the valet de cham- 
bre, and telling him my motive ; but he 
had ſo forbidding an air, and always 
ſhewed ſo great a prejudice againſt me, 


that I durſt not let him into the affair. 


This conſideration carried me in again, 
bluſhing, and full of the greateſt uneaſi- 

nes, | 
J knew not what reſolution to take. 
The fear of finding Belizai and Linda- 
mine, and rendering her more ſuſpected 
by m unlooked- for return, led me to 
my © amber. In reflecting on what 
had piiſed, I faw nothing but obſtacles 
on all ſides. It was in my power 
| | o 
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to go to Verſailles, I had the maſter's 
leave, his letter, and the journey dimi- 
niſhed my uneaſineſs; but the more I 
thought of it, the more repugnant it was 


to my virtue, I had not forgot what 
Madame De G—— had told me con- 


cerning a woman who is under her pro- 


tector's roof, nor the ſnare I hal fo 
narrowly eſcaped when her huſband hired 
an apartment for me. Beſides, I re- 


flected with what facility Monſieur Saint 
Fal had changed his ſentiments in my 


favour, after having ſhewn himſelf the 
firſt day fo ſtrict an obſerver of the 


orders given him by my lover's father: 


nevertheleſs, inſtead of conducting me 
to a convent purſuant to the cruel or- 
ders he had received, he became my 
friend, betrayed the truſt his uncle 
placed-in him, offered to keep me, (for 
any other expreſſion would be far fetch- 
ed) was carrying mie into a country un- 


known to me, where I had neither friend 


or relation. I could not but eaſily fore- 
ſee J was going again to be overwhelm- 
ed with adventures. 


I allow theſe reflections ſhould have 


been made ſooner ; but admitting that, 
what could I do? Was it in my power 
to chule? All things conſidered, ought 
I not, on the contrary, to bleſs the hap- 
py lot which beſtowed on me a je-7e- 
ſfai quoi, that diſarmed thole who were 
deſtined to be my perſecutors? Wo- 
men of a certain turn, when they read 


this paſſage, will ſay very ſuperciliouſly, 


© You ought, Miſs Jenny, to have ſuf- 


© fered yourſelf to have been conducted 


© to a convent, inſtead of affecting ſo 
many airs with the men; or not to 
have ſet forth in ſuch a-pompous ſtyle 


© your virtue's being ſo much expoſed. 


© After all, would you not have been very 
* happy when maintained in a mona- 
© ſtery ? What could you expect better?” 

The remark is, doubtlets, very juſt ; 
but I muſt aſk theſe ſevere ladies, if, 
when girls, they committed no faults, 
If they vouctifate to ſatisfy me upon this 
article, I will give them a fuller antiwer, 
In the mean time, I beg they would pleaſe 
to content themſelves with the ſhort re- 
flections which preſented themſclves in 
the exigency I rok now deſcribed. 


My chamber was under that of Lin- 
damine: I had left the door npor the 
without knowing why. Sittin on 
my bed's foot, quite buried in tho ht, 
i heard Belizai coming down, I knew 
him by his voice. As ſoon a3 he was 
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gone by, I went immediately up to the 
pilgrim. She was greatly ſurprized to 


ſee me again: I gave her an account of 
what had happened. That ſignifies 


© nothing,” replied ſhe; * luckily my 


chaiſe is not yet gone: it will be eaſy 
to get over this new obſtacle z would 
to God it were as eaſy to get rid of 
Belizai! I have juſt now undergone 
the moſt dangerous attack from him, 
it not being in my power to make 
him hear reaſon. I muſt confeſs, my 
dear friend, nothing but abſence can 
make my virtue triumph: it was 
twenty times upon the point of yield- 
ing; neither would you have been 
ſurprized, had you been preſent at 
the aſſaults I have ſuſtained. This 
wretched lover threw himſelf at my 
feet, confeſſed his guilt, wept, ſighed, 
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himſelf. Ah, Jenny! how much is 
a man who is not diſagreeable to be 
dreaded on ſuch an occaſion! an oc- 


not deſirous of throwing themſelves 
away, ought to ſhun as the moſt dan- 


which I interiorly addreſſed myſelf, I 


fAi& without freſh wounds i the Di- 
vine Grace preſerved me againſt my 


the tears of Belizai had ſoftened me, 
and promiſed not to go away without 
him. He believed it, becauſe one 1s 


the meanwhile, I nnagine the thought 
of your abſence does not a little con » 
tribute to the making him eaſy, for 
he is afraid of you, and ſuſpects your 
having ſuggeſted to me the deſign of 
leaving him. Does he know any 
thing of your return ?* continued Lin- 
damine. If that were the caſe, he 
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* would certainly reſume his former in- 


© quietudes,” | 
The pilgrim ſeemed eaſy when J aſ- 
ſured her, that her lover was not ac- 
guainted with my coming back; nor 
was there any reaſon to think he would 
be inquiſitive about it. Things being 
* thus,” replied Lindamine, © you IS 
© return t6 your chamber, and avoid all 
© intercourſe with me this day. You 
„ muſt pretend to he taken ill, and art- 
6 
« 


fully make thoſe believe who wait 


upon you, that your indifpolition was 
* the 


would even have made away with 


caſion which young women, who are 


gerous rock! But for Heaven, to 


could never have ſuſtained this con- 


natural frailty; my mind, elevated by 
a ſuperior power, ſafely conducted me 
along this thorny path, I pretended 


apt to do ſo in things we wiſh for. In 
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© the hindrance of your journey; to the 
end that, if Belizai ſhould hear of your 
being in the houſe, it may give him 
no diſtruſt, The beſt of it is, that, 
by what you ſay, they do not e 
to lay any reſtraint upon your liberty, 
but only objected againſt your taking 


the chaiſe. Mine, as I told you, re- 


* 
6 
c 
s 
c 
6 
« moves the difficulty at once, I ac- 
c quainted Belizai, that before I begin 
© ſo long a journey as I have promiſed 
© to take with him, my ſervant mult go 
© to a neighbouring town to provide me 
c ſeveral neceſſaries. Before he ſets 
© out, F ſhall entruſt him to order affairs 
© as follows, He ſhall go in my chaiſe, 
and return again at night to wait for 
4 us at the end of this village: the re- 
© maining part of the day I will ſpend 
£ with Belizai, the better to amuſe him. 
Let us join in prayer, and 1mplore the 
© bleſſing of Heaven on our deſign. It 
is virtue directs us, and from thence 
© I draw a favourable omen.“ This 
diſcourſe revived me, as I thovght the 
project well enough concerted. Notwith- 
ſtanding, I repreſented tothe pilgrim the 


difficulty I. apprehended of going off 


in the night without being obſerved ; 
but ſhe aſſured me her ſteward would 
provide againſt it. After mutual em- 
braces we parted, | 3 

I was no ſooner in my chamber but I 
feigned myſelf out of order. Having 
tent for Saint Fal's valet de chambre, I 
endeavoured to remove any umbrage he 
might take at what had paſſed, and the 
confuſion I betrayed; fearing, with ſome 
reaſon, leſt from thence he ſhould think 
proper to acquaint his maſter, that I had 
- a mind to make my eſcape. Beſides, 
I could not help thinking that good 
manners required I ſhould inform M. 


De Saint Fal, before I left him, what 


my motives were for ſo doing, ſince he 


had behaved ſo handſomely in my re- 


gard, 


In order to leave the valet de chambre 


no room to ſuſpect any thing, I ſhewed 
Him the count's letter, and aſked if he 
Knew the hand. Being anſwered in the 
_ affirmative, I told him I could plead a 
- very good excuſe for not being that day 
at Verſailles. '* You know very well,” 
ſaid I, flyly, I was going, but you 

thought fit to ſtop me.'—* Who, I, 
Madam!“ cried he, interrupting me, 

and confounded at what he herxJ; © I 
.* ſhould be very ſorry to have done it. 
My reaſon for obſtructing your jour- 


being wnealy at my not coming. 
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© ney, was the apprehenſion I had of 
© your making an eſcape. Had you 
mentioned the leaſt ſyllable of your 
© deagn, you would have been there 
before this.'—* I did not imagine,” 
replied I, very coldly, that your leave 
© was requiſite, Beſides, I way fo ſur- 
© prized at your preſumption, that I 
© could not ſpeak, nor have I as yet 
recovered myſelf. I fent for you, to 
inform you of this, having no deſign 
to do you a prejudice ; but you mult 
be ſenſible that I cannot avoid letting 
your maſter know the reaſon of my not 
© ſetting out, or you may do it yourſelf, 
© I leave it io your choice, as well as 
© my going to-morrow at day-break to 
© Verſailles; for ſince you have given 
© me to underſtand, that in your ma- 
© ſter's abſence I am to obey your or- 
„ders, I ſhall be careful not to take 
any reſolution for the future without 
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c 


© conſulting you.“ 


All this was uttered with an air ſo 
very natural, as quite ſtunned the poor 
valet de chambre. It is likely he knew 
his maſter's temper, and dreaded his 
anger in caſe I ſhould give bim the ſame 
detail of the affair. Beſides, he was 
not ignorant of the deference NM. De 
Saint Fal paid to me; and, as I ſeemed 


to reſent the uſage I had received, he ap- 


prehended his maſter migkt do the ſame. 
Upon this, he aiked a thouſand pardons 
in order to appeaſe me, acknowledging 
his fault, and begged of me to ſet out 
that moment, being ready, as he ſaid, 
to receive my eommands, and remove 
all occaſions of offence, Pleaſed to find 
my artifice had ſucceeded, I grew more 
calm, and told him wy indiſpoſition 
would not allow me to go that day, but 
that he ſhould hold himtclf in readineſs 
for the next morning. I would then have 
had him retire, hut he refuſed to leave 
my chamber till I had pardoned his ill 
manners, as he termed it. In order to 
rid myſelf of him, I did more; I pro- 
miſed to {ay nothing of what had patled 
to his maſter. The valet de chambre 
ſcemed mighty well ſatisfied with this 


aſſurance, and told me, that as we were 


not very far from Verſailles, he would 
go chither himfelf to prevent his maſter's 
He 
added, he would have ſent another on 
this er nnd, but that he was deſirous of 
ſhewin the entire confidence he had in 


me, 41 | that he was not placed as a 
I thought proper, to 
_ avoid 


ſpy over me. 


* 


+, +" 41 a. al. AE 


0 2 wc 


- 


THE FORTUNATE COUNTRY MAID, 


wa all ſuſpicion, to inſiſt on his ſend- 


Ing the poſtilion; but he alledged that 


the boy,. not having been long in his 
maſter's ſervice, might poſſibly make 
ſome blunder, very contrary to the ſe- 
creſy his maſter had preſcribed. I ac- 
quieſced to this obſtinacy, as I called it, 
overjoyed within myſelf to be free from 
this watchful Argus, whom I dreaded 
as much as Lind mine could Belizai. 
The valet de chambre ſet out, and J 
congratulated myſeit on my dexterity in 
getting out of this icrape. It is certain, 
evaſions colt women very little, and 
therefore woe to thoſe lovers and lute 
bands who have to deal with ſuch as 
are not ſincerely virtuous; all their {kill 
and foreſight can never ſecure them from 


being impoſed on, of which every day 


furniſhes but too many inſtances. 


Thus farevery thing went well; when 


about eight in the evening, hearing fome 
Horſes ſtop at ihe inn, I looked haſti ily 
out of the window, fearing leſt any 


freſh, obſtacle might thwart our deſigns, 


My life hitherto had been ſo much ex- 


poled to vexations, that J imaginedeach 
day muſt neceſſarily produce inftances 
of my being diſappointed in every thing 
I undertook ; a train of misfortunes na- 
turally produces a continual apprehen- 
ion. As I had heard the marquis was 
in the neighbourhood, I began to think 
he might be arrived; I dare net ſay 1 


Was diipleaſed : ; 18 it pofibl e one ſhould, 
after ſo long an ablence of a pe: fon be. 


loved ? Perhaps, faid 1 to myſelf, 
© the Count De Saint Fal, uneaſy at my 


not complying with his eager appo int- 


s ment, is come to fetch me.“ This 
perplexity oc e e my looking out 2 
iecond time. By the light of the torches, 
carried hy two ſervants, I difcerned a 
tall man getting out of the coach: he 
emed ſomething in years, with a ve- 
nerable aſpect; and; by his numerous 
retinue, to be a perton of great quality, 


Before he entered the inn, he catt his 


eyes towards me, and even ſtopped his 
attendants, that he might have the bet- 
ter view. Not accuſtomed to be thus 
ogled, I drew in. I fancied he looked 
Something lweet upon me, and it was 
eaſy to diſcover he did not think 
agreeable, A ſmall ſhare of beauty ſuf- 


Hices to inſpire loch a thought ito moſt 


women; and let their way of binking 
Be never ſo jult, ik they deal ncerey, 
they mult not deny but vagity and ſell- 


and whe n be had done 


me dil 


\ 
11 5 
conceit furniſh one half of their reflec- 
tions. | | 

The notion I had that Lindamine 
would not fail of coming to inform me 


of her letting out, prevailed upon me io 


leave my door half open. The agita- 
tions of my mind, rather than What 


I eat at ſupper, had inclined me to 


fieep in an arm- chair, though I was 
5 45 difturved from the continual ex- 
pectation of ſeeing the pilgrim ; but how 
was I ſurprized at lat to ſee two men 
ftanding by me, one of whom I knew 
to be the perſon I had ſeen get out of 
the coach. The ſudden emotion occa- 
ſioned by their unexpected preſence, no 
doubt betrayed ſome apprehenſion. | 
© beg, Mademoiſelle, faid the tall gen- 
tleman, whom I took to be the matter, 


© you would not be frightened ; I little 


thought of giving any occaſion to it, 
or of diſturbing your repoſe, When 
through a miitzxe I came into your 
apartment inſtead of my own : per - 
ceiving my error, J was upon the point 
of retiring, but mult confeſs I was ſo 
ſurprized to ſce ſuch a beautiful crea - 
ture, that, old as I am, I could not 
deny myſelf the pleaſure of gazing a- 
while, 
deſtitute of ſufficient ſweetneſs of tem- 
per to excuſe what has happened; and 
I hope ſuch an attracting motive will 
plead my pardon. No age is ſecure 
from the force of beauty; and yours, 

in particular, is too irreſiſtible not to 
occaſion many ſuch adventures.“ Any 
one will eaſily gueſs, both the harangue 
and the viſit atforded me ſufficient ſub- 
je& of admiration ; but it will certain— 
ly be thought very extraordinary, that 
both the one and the other picaſed me 
not a little : 
what, delighted me. The old gene- 
man's preſence, as much a ſtranger as 
he was to me, was highly agr cable: 


. 6; 0 0 ne 


v-hiltt he ſpoke, I could not hel c en- 


6dering his perſon with alecret pleaſure; 
„I returned his 
compliments in a polite manner; 1 even 
ſou, ut, remember, to make mylelf as 
agrecable as poihble, without knowing 
the reaſon. The ſtranger was fo trant- 
ported at the complailance of my anfwgr 
and behaviour, that, folding his arms 
together, © Is it poſſible, he cried, © that 

© {ſy much wit and beauty ſhould be 
© united! She has certainly been ex- 
„ tremely well educated! 
2 + wavevet 


So many charms cannot be 


ſomething, I knew not. 


Happy man, 


* 


_— es „„ 


— 5 wh ——KALEni —— 
2 22 - Oo 
4 / * 
4 


82 K 
> <2 * . = +» L 
2 8 


N 
1 . 
r 


+6 47 
RR 


3333 


—— — — ne " ,,, K, % F ˙ or e 
—— ——— — = — 


116 THE FORTUNATE COUNTRY MAID. 


© whoever he is, to poſſeſs ſuch a trea- 
c ſure of good ſenſe! Who would have 
* imagined, Forſan, continued he, turn- 
ing his eyes to a man on whoſe ſhoulder 
he leaned, * that at my years I could 
have expected ſo favourable a recep- 
« tion? A great proof of the juſt way of 
« thinking this young lady poſſeſſes.— 
« Fake care, Sir, replied I very modett- 
Iv, © leſt your encomiums inſpire a va- 
© nity prejudicial to that merit you are 
© pleaſed to extol; but if, as you ſeem 
© to ſay, there is any in overlooking 
age and perſonal advantages, I mult 
needs own I have ſo much good ſenſe, 
as to conſider only character and worth 
in men; and, were I to make a choice, 
ſuch qualifications would fix it, pre- 
ferably to thoſe of a more alluring na- 
ture. | | 

The old gentleman extolled this max- 
im to the ſkies, embelliſhing it with all 
that wit could poſſibly invent. His fa- 
cility in expreſſing himſelf, and the po- 
lite Janguage he employed, molt agree- 
ably engaged my attention; this he per- 
ceived, and from thence took a freſh 
_ occaſion of praiſing my underſtanding. 
© It is very evident, Sir,' replied I, 
yours is of ſuch a turn, that a young 
£ perſon may not only be yery lafe in 


De 


s your company, but conſiderably im- 


< prove herſelf when thus happy in en- 
« joying lo ſolid and elegant a conver- 
t ſation.'—* Have you really ſworn, 
then, cried the old gentleman, tranſ- 


Ported, ? to make me forget my age, 


K 


and the dictates of reaſon? As old as 
I am, I know my own weakneſs; my 
heart is on the point of falling a victim 
to your youth and beauty : why muſt 
you call the perfections of your mind 
to compleat the conqueſt? Do not 
caſt down your eyes, thou lovelieſt 
creature I ever beheld ! nor give your- 
ſelf any uneaſineſs, continued he, ſee- 
ing mea little diſcompoſed at this decla- 
ration; * though I ſhould even fancy 
« myſelf young again, you have nothing 
to fear from the tranſports you inſpire, 
blended with fo much reſpeR as they 
are, and your chaſte beauties will ſuf- 
ficiently curb the (allies of an irregu— 
lar paſſion. Are you not, Forſan, of 
my opinion,” continued the ſtranger ; 
and though older than myſelf, do not 
you admire her innocent and unaffe&- 
ed charms?* | th 

In the beginning of this interview I 
had offered chairs, but the ſtranger had 
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obliged me to ſit down again, and his 


way to my diſadvantage; the candle- 


mind foreboded ſomething from it. 


qualifications, 1 practiſed ſinging: this 
uſual with performers. My voice was 
had made ſome progreſs in muſick. As 


we are all fond of pleaſing in as many 


quis's: it was his favourite ſong, as 
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attendant brought him an arm- chair, 
placing himſelf on one ſide. So many 
compliments heaped upon me during this 
converſation had given me a colour no 


light, too, had contributed to promote 
ſo many fine ſpeeches. Whateverreaſons 
I might have for diſpatching this viſit, 
it was fo very agreeable to me, that I 
even furniſhed occaſions of prolonging 
it as much as poſſible; certainly my 


Our converſation ſoon turned on thoſe 
talents which are thought to adorn 
merit. The ſtranger, who ſremed fond 
of muſick, enquired if, among my other 


occaſioned ſome little excuſes, à folly 


good; and, as J have already hinted, I 


different ways as poſſible, I ſung an 
air, the words of which were the mar- 


be aſſured me; this was more than ſuf- 
ficient ta make me remember it. 
7 ; 
Y joys depend on her alone, 
' Whoſe beauty fires my raviſh'd 
| breaſt 3 | | 


Laid at her feet, if ſhe but own 


1 touch her heart, 'tis then 1'm bleſs'd, 
| II. | 
Chaſte coyneſs never can alarm, 
Or ſhake a conſtant, noble mind; 
Rigid virtue will always charm 
A ſoul from looſe deſire refin'd, 


After paſſing very great compliments 
on my periormance, the ſtranger turning 
to him who {tood by; I could even 
pardon, ſays he, the young ſpark 
we were talking of, had he been en- 
amoured with one any way compa— 


tion, wit, politeneſs, and fine talents ; 


nay, I would have even approved ct 
his paſſion : but to run after a ſorry 
creature, from a dunghill, a country 
girl; in fine, the very reverſe of what 
1 have mentioned; to ſuffer himſelf 
to be ſa tar infatuated as to entangle 
Limſ-lt in one troubleſome affair after 
another; difoblige bis parents, and 
tramp on the molt eſſential duties in 
life, rt ere can be no excuſe, Nobo- 
dy can have a greater compaſſion than 
| my ſel 


rable to this young lady in her educa- 


one might venture to ſay birth too; 
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© myſelf for the ſallies of youth. IT am 
© ſenſible, were I in his place, I ftovld 
run all hazards for ſuch a lovely crea- 
© ture as this; but to—" Ah, my Lord 
« Marquis!” cried Forſan, interrupting 
him, © what is it you ſay? The near 


concern you have in this affair, makes 
you lay down a wrong principle. I 


need not tell you that Love 1s blind, 
and conſequently will fancy in it's 
obje& all thoſe charms you have found 
here to be real.,'*—* Though your 
maxim, replied the nobleman, © be 
ſomething romantick, I agree it has 
it's weight; but I deny that to be the 
caſe in diſpute : there are ſome faults 


* 
& 
* 
£ 
6 
c 
6 
« 
c 
c 
« prejudice itſelf cannot overlook. The 
© oirl I am ſpeaking of has not the leaſt 
6 
6 
8 
« 
* 
5 
« 
o 
6 
« 
& 
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reſemblance of this young lady. That 
wench 1s a proud, haughty vagabond; 
and as ſhe Knows the power ſhe has 
over our acquaintance, has engaged 
him hitherto in ſo many extravagan- 
cies, that the good qualities every one 
allowed him formerly to be maſter of 
are all buried in oblivion. It is true, 


by this time ſhe is ſeverely puniſhed, 
and muſt hereafter pay very dear for 


all the vexation ſhe has brought upon 
her admirer's friends; but ſtill, ſhe 


© can never repair the miſchief that's 


© done, or atone for the diſobedience of 
© a ſon to his father. You, Forſan,” 
continued the nobleman very earneſtly, 
* was one of the firſt to repreſent theſe 
* things to me in a proper light, and 
© pointed out the only remedy left, for 
* which I ſhall ever acknowledge myſelf 
obliged.” OR 

The nobleman no ſooner began to 
take in pieces the poor country girl, but 
found myſelf ſtruck to the heart, No- 
thing contributes ſo much as our inte- 


reſt to make us ſharp-ſighted. The ex- 


act reſemblance between this hiſtory, 


: cruelly mangled as it was, and my own; 
the reflections made upon it; the earneſt- 
nels, not to ſay indignation, with which 
this nobleman ſpoke of the lover con- 
cerned; all put together, left me no 
room to doubt of my acting the ſecond 
perſonage in this notable ſcene, © Good 
| © God!” ſaid I to myſelf, quite con- 
founded with the thought, am I ar taſk 
fallen into the hands of my lover's ta- 
[ther ' I was ready to ſink at the ap- 
prehenſion; but dear liberty, hic! {ay 
| at ſtake, aud certainly nothing elfe c ould, 


have ſupported me, came to my alliſt- 


auce, and gave me ſuch command over 


from his country-ſeat, and was obliged 
to ſtop at the inn, for that his ſervants, 
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myſelf, as to elude the danger of being 
diſcovered. Not a ſoul in the houſe know- 
ing me, I did not deſpair of getting over 
this difficulty, 


As theſe reflections took up ſome lit- 


_ tle time, the old marquis imagined, from 


my ſilence, that the ſubje& of this diſ- 
courſe did not affect me ſufficiently to 
engage me in it; upon this, changing 


the converſation, he enquired how far 


J might be from home, and whether I 


ſhould continue my journey the next 


day. I anſwered with great indifference, 
that I was accompanying a relation to a 
monaſtery, 'This put him upon enquir- 


ing if the monaſtery was near Verſailles; 


and added, that if fo, he would wait on 
me thither. This gave occaſion to his 


informing me, that he was returning 


why were to meet hun with treſh horſes, 
not expecting bim till the next day, had 


diſappointed him; that he waited their 


coming, having ſent for them. He add- 
ed, in a very gallant manner, that though 


he had been highly provoked at their 


negligence, he ſhould be obliged to par- 
don them, as it procured him the plea- 
ſure of my acquaintance z and therefore 
he ought not to regret the loſs of the time 
they had occaſioned in his atfairs, ſince 
it was employed in paying his reſpects 
to me. I anſwered to what he ſaid in a 
polite manner; and found, by the reſt 
of his diſcourſe, that I was not in any 


danger of being diſcovered. Encourag- 


ed by this, I began to think of pleading 
my own cauſe, if any opportunity pre- 
ſented itſelf. 


Cl 


My earneſt defire of introducing the 


ſubject again, made me take the advan- 
tage of the great regard he ſtill ſhewed 
me. * I am apt to imagine, my lord 


* marquis,* ſaid I, withdrawing one of 


my hands he was going to leize, that 
you are eaſily prejudiced ; if the young 


affair you ſeem to take fo much to 
heart, be as amorous as yourſelf, you 
ovght not to be ſurprized at his fall- 
ing in love with a perion, perhaps 
much more amiable than me. Wh 
fo, Mademoiſelle?' cried the old mar- 
quis, piqued at what I ſaid : there is a 
wide difference between taking a lik- 
ing to a perſon, and falling in love.”— 
© The engagements,” ſaid 1, * of one st 
the age I ſuppole the gentleman to be 
© for whom you are ſo concerned, eſpe. 
. cially 
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cially with a country girl, are not, in 
all probability, of any great moment; 
beſides, her condition being ſo much 
beneath him, I am inclined to think 
ker relations, and not his, have the 
moſt reaſon to be concerned for the 
conſequences.— Indeed,” replied the 
old marquis very poſitively, © I do not 
© believe my ſon will be fool enough to 
© marry her.'*——" How, my lord!” cried 
J, with a feigned air of aſtoniſhment ; 
* 3s it your ſon we have been talking of 


© all this while ??—* Well, Mademoi- 


s elle,” continued the marquis in ſome 
confuſion, it is ont, and I ſhall not 
« be at the trouble of recalling it: be- 
£ fides, his paſſion is grown lo notort- 
s ous, that it would be in vain to en- 
« dezvour to keep it ſecret.—“ It that 
© be the caſe, rephed I, you have 
£ ſome reaſon to complain; though, in 
£ reality, you hazard nothing in the 
© main; fince, as you ſay, the is a 
c 
. 
6 
£ 


country girl, and conſequently, with 
all her beauty, can never be to vain 


as to pretend to the henour of your 
alliance. I am not able,” replied 
the marquis, to diſcover all the views 
« ſhe may have in what ſhe does; but 


a this you may depend on, if the has 


as much ſenſe as ſeveral pretend ſhe is 
« miſtreſs of, ſhe will lead my ſon ma- 
© ny a dance, conſidering the honour 
* and conſtancy on which he values 
« himſelf, '—" Nay, then, indeed,” re- 


plied I, with an air of great ſimplicity, 


« you are certainly in the right to break 
off the correſpondence between theſe 
two lovers.“ You are not, ſaid he, 
the only one that approves of my con- 
duct in this particular, I expect, 
with great impatience, to hear every 
moment of the ſlut's being ſecured. '— 
How?” ſaid I, interrupting him; have 
you that to do fill” —* In all proba- 
bility,” replied he, © ſhe muſi be ſafe 
in a monaſtery by this time, where J 
have taken care ſhe will meet with a 
proper reception. I was yeſterday to 
have had an account cf what has been 
done: how I come to be fo diſap- 
pointed I cannot imagine, unleſs our 
{ly baggage has deluded my nephew 


commiſſion ; but when I conſider his 
known dilcretion, and the little re- 
gard he has for the fair-ſex, I think 


« feared ; though one moment often ſuf- 
© fe.s to work an entire change; be- 
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 hkewife, whom I entruſted with the 


there is nothing of that kind to be 


THE FORTUNATE COUNTRY MAID. 


© ſides, I have heard of ſo many of hex 
© tricks and exploits, that it is not im- 


-< potfible but ſhe may have given us the 


6 ſlip,? | 

This laft harangue humbled me to 
ſuch a degree, that I was on the point 
of throwing off the maſk, and vindi— 
cating myſelf, No one can be fo very 


inſenſible as not to be moved, when 


they hear themſelves thus torn iu pieces. 


Without the motives which may be ea. 


fily gueſſed, I could never have laid fo 
great a reſtraint on mylelf : a moment's 


thought recovered me. But, goud God, 


s Sir, you ſurprize me!' ſaid I, and 
give me a very indifferent opinion of 
your ſon. Is it poſhble that a per- 
fon of his birth, ſhould thus abandon 
himſelf to fo forry a creature as you 
have deſcribed, notwithſtanding the 
old proverb, that Love is blind, This, 
I conceive, may hold good with re- 
ſpect to the body, but certainly can 
be of no force in regard of the mini ; 
at lesſt, I do not comprehend how 
any man of ſenſe can omit weighing, 
with great attention, the good or bad 


iibly your fon, my lord, may have 
diſcovered in her ſomething at leatt 
worthy of efteem.'—" Your remajk,' 
replied he, is very juſt; and if I had 
not been aſſured of the vile difpoſi- 
tions of this huſſy, I ould have con- 
cluded, as you do, that the violent 
paſſion ſhe created in my fon, mult 
have been heightened by the influence 
of ſome commendable turn of mind; 
but there is no likelihood of this, 
where experience ſhews us that the 
has entangled her admirer in ſeveral 
broils, diſconcerted his affairs, and 
ſet him at variance with his father: 
this, you mult allow, is an aboming— 
ble character, and can never be ſufſi- 
ciently condemned.“ J am of your 
opinion, my locd,” continued I ; but 
give me leave to aſk you one queſtion, 
if this diſcourſe is not grown tedious.” 
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Not in the leaſt, rephed the marquis 


in a milder tone: as many as you 


* pleale; I take a ſingulat pleaſure in 


© hearing you.“ For the better under- 
ſtanding this notable dialogue, it mui 
be obſerved, that every time the mar-: 
doi ſpoke of me under the name of 
cout tiy girl, he exprefied himſelf wit! 
an a of contempt and indignation : Þ33 
action was addrefſed to me, but his eyes 
were fixed on his gentleman, who {ood 

| | or 


character of the perſon beloved: poſ- 


by, and only anſwered with nods and 
mrugs, approving of every thing his 
malter {aid 5 but whenever I ſpoke, the 
marquis grew calmer, was agreeable 
and complailant, Forſan continuing his 
dumb ſhew, and dividing his ſilent ap- 

robations between us. 

What I would fain know,“ ſaid I 
to the marquis, looking him ſteadily 


in the face, * is, whether you have ever 


ſeen your ſon's miſtreſs ; 1 mean, the 
country girl we have been talking of : 
J ipecity her, becauſe he may "have 
ſeveral ; a thing not unuſual, they ſay, 
with young noblemen at prefent.'— 
No, fair lady,” anſwered the marquis, 
I never ſaw her; but thoſe who are 
acquainted with her, bave drawn her 
picture to the life for me; particular- 
ly a certain perſon, davghter to the 
lord of her village, who has given me 
a thorough inſight into her deſigns; 
and who has reaſon, from what her 
family has ſuffered on the girl's ac- 
count, bitterly to regret the charita- 
ble protection that was there granted 
her. What tell you,” continued the 


d marquis, growing peeviſh with the re- 

— membrance of what had happened, care 

ve facts, and of that conſequence too, as 
itt WW © had like to have colt me my fon.'— 

„ © How, my lord!” cried I, equally ſhar- 

ad 33g the bitter remembrance, *© theſe are 

fi- WF matters of moment, indeed, and prove 

o- WW © fhe is highly to blame as to what has 


happened; but as to the character they 


have given of her, how do you know 
but they may have very cogent mo- 
tives for impoſing on you ?'—* No, 
not the leaſt, anſwered the marquis. 
It is true, your objection would be of 
ſome force where there is a rival, or 
one of equal rank, but—— <« Have 
a care, my lord,” 1 cried, in: errupt- 
ing him in my turn; © Love, who 1s at 
* the bottom of all this affair, is a 
| © great leveller: the lady who has thus 
* prejudiced you againſt the country 
i laſs, perhaps is young ; your on 1s, 
| © doubtleſs, a very amiable perſon ; 
where would be the wonder, it ſhe 
| © really has an effection for him? Per- 
| © haps, not being able to bear a rival 


4 
0 
0 


16 
o 


LG 


nder- WF © ſo much her inferior, the has taken 
mult * this opportunity of puniſhing her for 
mar- © pretending to a heart ſhe is deſyous of 
ne of * ſecuring to herſelf, I have hear of 
wit Wi © ſuch adventures before; and why: 27 
: þ33 " Not this be of the ſame nature — So, 
355 then,” replied the marquis, © we iu 
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© believe in romances, where we find 
* many ſuch ridiculous inſtances, more 
* apt to corrupt the mind than inform 
* it, as ſome will pretend: but put 
* the caſe, it were really as you ſay, 
© theſe effects world never have fol- 
* lowed z all the world will tell you 
the fame; and though they were all 
* of your opinion, and would endea- 
© vour to convince me, it would be in 
© vain, for I never act but upon fure 
© grounds,” 

This was uttered with ſo much four- 
nets, that I heartily repented my having 
occaſioned the diſcourle : I endeavoured 


artfully to introduce another topick ; 
but he was too vehement and too much 


bent upon the ſubject. Had my fon, 
indeed, continued he, fallen in love 
with a perſon of equal merit with 8 
ſelt, I would not have interfered : 

2 father, I might have reflected on 
the conicquences of fuch an engage-— 
ment, but I could not have condemn - 
ed his pathon, being very fenfible that 
there are fome objects morally impol- 
ſible to be reſiſted. I myſelf, not- 
withſtanding my age, cannot anſwer 
how far I might be carried by thoiz 
charms of yours, were I much longer 
expoſed to them. I am even ſenſible 
already, continued the marquis very 
amoroully,.* that J have gazed on you 
too long for my own happinets, anch 
hät Alas, my lord,” cried I, 
interrupting kim, hurried on by my re- 
ſentment; and wi ithont conſidering what 
J was going to lay, how can you thus 
* acdreſs me, after ſpeaking your mind 
fo freely in my regard? Is it pot- 
ible, that knowing me ſo well, and 
having this very moment given me 
ſuch convincing proofs of your indig- 
nation Here I topped fhort, 
perceiving too late my imdifcretion. I 
would have given the world to have had 
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it in my power to recal my words. 


The marquis, aſtoniſhed at what 1 


ſaid, ſtared upon Forſan; then, turning 


towards me, he eyed me from head to 
foot: notwithſtanding, happily for me, 
he had not the leatt ſuſpicion in my re- 
gard. What do you intend to lay, 
Mademoiſelle? what proofs do you 
© mean? Could J miſtake, or might 
vou have taken amiſs—lt cannot be! 
I looked upon you as a lady deſerving 
reſpe&, and ſtill I think I am not 
nitaken.” 

Thele queſtions preffed me too hard, 


no. 
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not to endeavour to evade them : I 
would fain have taken up another ſub- 
jJe&, but ſoon found I had one to deal 
with whoſe long experience would not 
ſuffer him to be eaſily put upon a wrong 
ſcent. * In the» name of. goodneſs, 
Mademoiſelle, continued he, taking 


me by the hand, do not endeavour to 
© make your eſcape from me thus! 


Something that concerns you very 
nearly occaſioned thoſe reproaches you 
uttered againſt me. Explain your- 
ſelf, let me beg. In what is it I have 
undeſignedly affronted you? I ſhould 
be cruelly afflcted, if I have been fo 
unfortunate, it being very far from 
my intention; I will ſay more; I 
feel I know not what that intereſts 
me in your behalf. Speak, thou 
amiable creature, continued he, ſeeing 
the confuſion I was in. I would fain 
have ſet matters to rights by giving a 
different turn to my expreſſions; but it 
was done with ſo little appearance of 
truth, that he eaſily ſaw through the 
contrivance. Ah!* cried he, © you 
« diſſemble with me. Here is ſome 
© myſtery I am convinced: beſides, 


© now I recolle&, you expreſſed your- 


© ſelf with great earneſtneſs concerning 
© my ſon; perhaps you know him; you 


© the trouble this young lady betrays, 
© and what ſhe has ſaid, that I am re- 


© ſolved not to {tir from hence till I 
© have cleared up the buſineſs.” | 


I repreſented to myſelf, in ſuch lively 
colours, the danger I ran if diſcovered 
by an incenſed parent, who had ſo open- 
Iy declared himſelf my implacable ene- 


my, that I was ready to ſink when he 


enquired whether I knew his ſon ; but 
his laſt words terrified me ſo cruelly, 
that I fainted away. I was informed 
atterwards, that the marquis took a- 


bundance of pains to bring me to my- 
ſelf. He called for aſſiſtance; and 
whilſt they were buſied in affiſting me, 
enquired of every one who 1 was, but 


rot a foul knew me. I ſoon came to 
myſelf ; but finding I was the ſubject 
of the diſcourſe, I pretended to be ſtill 
in a ſwoon, the better to dilcover the 


marquis's ſentiments, and to avoid any 
{arther queſtions, which would infalli- 


bly entangle me in new difticulties, I 
was in hopes ci ſucceeding, as that no- 


may know me too. You bluſh |= 
Ah, Forſan!* continued the marquis, 
turning to him, * I ſuſpeét there is 
ſomething of ſo much conſequence in 
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bleman's ſervants were expected every 
moment, and he had declared he was 
obliged to be at court that night. 
During my pretended ſwoon, I heard 
the marquis enquire who I was of 
every one preſent. He called for the 
landlord ; aſked him whence I came; 
who brought me hither ; where the per- 
fon was 1 had mentioned as my rela- 
tion ; but all the marquis could get out 
of him only ſerved to increaſe his per- 
plexity. The landlord told him, that 
as to the pilgrim, I had never ſeen her 
before the preceding day; that an offi- 
cer, whom they did not know, had 
brought me hither ;z and that if any 


one could give a farther information, it 


muſt be the poſtilion : that they had 
obſerved a diſpute I had with a valet de 
chambre belonging to the gentleman 
who came with me; but that being 
ſoon over, they could gather nothing 
from it. The marquis immediately 
ſent for the poſtilion, and I gave my- 
ſelf over for loſt, trembling every joint, 
I blamed myſelf for not following Saint 
Fal's advice. | | 

The poſtilion, whom the marquis ex- 
peed with great impatience, was not 
long in coming: but how agreeable was 


I ſurprized, when he declared he knew 


nothing of the gentleman, nor had 
ever heard his name mentioned, being 
only hired for this journey! © Well, 
cried the marquis, this is ſurprizing ! 
© and certainly there muſt be ſome my- 
«© ftery in it.— What think you, For- 
© ſan? Do not you wonder at fo many 
© precautions employed to prevent any 
© diſcovery ? | 

The inſtant he uttered this, a ſervant 
came to acquaint the marquis that his 
equipage was ready. Let us go, then," 
ſays he, * ſince I can get no farther in- 
formation, and am obliged to be at 
* Verſailles before midnight; I muſt 
* loſe no more time: but all this juggle 
© ſhall not avail; I am not to be foiled 


© in this manner, having an infallible 


© means of coming to the bottom of this 
affair.“ Upon this, he whiſpered For- 
fan; then, coming up to me, felt my 
pulic, He was of opinion that I ſlept, 
and would do well, Upon leaving the 
room, he charged the landlady to be 
very zareſul of me; aſſuring her I was 
a pei on of quality, as he very well 


knew, which ought to ſuffice; that in 


caſe x ſhould grow worſe, they mult 
diſſatch an exprets to Verſailles, nam- 
| ing 
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ing an hotel which I have forgot, and 
he would order a coach and a phyſician 
to attend me, if it ſhould be requiſite. 
Saying this he went away, I no foon- 
er heard the coach drive off, but I be- 
gan to. breathe again; and immediately 
reſolved, for this bout, not to flip the 
firſt favourable moment for making my 
eſcape. When danger preſſes, one 
eaſily decides what to do. 

Whilſt the landlady remained in my 
chamber, I conſidered with myfelf what 
could be the marquis's motive for tell- 


ing her I was a woman of quality. 


Can I be ſo happy,” faid 1 to myſelf, 
© as to be miſtaken for another by 
© him?* This point will be cleared up 
in the ſequel of theſe Memoirs. But, 
to return. | 

After waiting a ſufficient time, that I 
might be aſſured of the marquis's de- 


parture, I pretended to come to myſelf, 


and by degrees to be perfectly recover- 
ed. I feigned an inclination to reſt, in 


order to be left alone, that I might im- 


mediately provide for my ſecurity, a- 
gainſt the danger into which I was now 
plunged, | 

I went up to Lindamine's apartment: 
ſhe was waiting for me with great im- 


patience. The noiſe, occaſioned by the 


marquis's enquiries in regard of me, had 
reached her, and made her apprehend 


leſt his arrival might prove a freſh obſta- 


cle to the deſign we had in hand: but 


ſhe took heart, on my acquainting her 


with his departure. She told me, that 
her meaſures were ſo well taken, that 
ſhe had not the leaſt reaſon to doubt the 
ſucceſs; particularly as Belizai, of whom 
ſhe Rood moſt in dread, was ſo well ſa- 


tisfied, by her aſſuring him ſhe had ſo 


entirely forgot what was paſſed, that 


there was nothing to be apprehended on 
that fide, o Re MN 


All that in any way regarded our 


- journey was agreed on, and the hour 


fixed: the diſpoſition ſeemed ſo well 
contrived, that I flattered myſelf we 


could not be diſappointed. But how 
ſhort- ſighted is human prudence ! Lin- 


damine's ill ſtars were wearied with 
perſecuting, and now conducted her to 
à port of ſafety; but I only began to 
feel the malignancy of mine. I had 
been told, that before I could be Happy 
I muſt undergo all the trials thit can 
Poſſibly be made of a young woman's 
Virtue, | 


Night had now ſtretched her ſable 
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mantle over our fide of the globe, and 
wrapped the face of things in obſcu:1ty : 
not the leaſt noiſe was heard in the 
houſe, where all were aſleep, except 
Lindamine and myſelf, who waited for 
her ſteward's calling upon us. Exactly 
at the time appointed he came to ac- 
quaint us every thing was ready; and 
conducted us down ſtairs, which he 
did without any light, to prevent acci- 
dents. The reckoning had been dif. 
charged that evening in preſence of the 
hoſtler, who was ordered to open the 
gates at the time appointed ; a precau- 
tion which very much facilitated our 
deſign, | py 
When we were got into the chaiſe, 
and clear of the village, after a mutual 
recommendation of ourſelves to Provi- 
dence, Lindamine, taking me in her 
arms, At laſt, my dear, faid ſhe, * we 
© are ſatisfied for once; I hope by day- 
© break we ſhall be in a place of ſafe y. 
— Pray God we may!* I replied; 

but I tremble, without knowing the 
reaſon.— It is the ſtillneſs of a dark 


a'a a: « 


frightens you. Good God! conti- 
nued ſhe, what would you do if alone 
© 1na wood, as I have often been?“ J 
made her no anſwer to this, though my 
experience was not ſhort of her's in that 


particular; for, whatever affection 1 


might have for Lindamive, I was te- 
ſerved as to my own affairs, and had 
not as yet let her into the ſecret hiſtory 
of my life. Such haſty confidences 
may ſuit romances well enough, where 
there is a neceſſity of making 'things 
hang together, and introducing as ma- 
ny ſpeakers, good, bad, and indiffe- 
rent, as poſſible, to ſwell the work; but 
truth, on which all Memoirs ought to 
be built, excludes improbabilities; and 
this rule mult be ſo ſtrictly obſerved, as 
often to omit real events, if they Heviale 
too far from the uſual couiſe of things, 


Lindamine's ſteward, who rode by 


the chaiſe-ſide, had not as yet, for 
want of time, given her an account of 
the commiſſions he had executed: he 
took this opportunity of doing it. What 
a pleaſure was it to hear him ſay, that, 
as to Saint Agnes's I:tters, of which 


his miſtreſs had given him ſo great a 


charge, they would be ſiſcly delivered 


into Melicourt's own hand; for th: 


Reward had very luckily called to mind a 
relation of his, who ſerved that young 

gentleman's father, in quality of comp- 
| | troj!cr 


night," replied the pilgrim, © which 
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troller upwards of twenty years. The 


ſteward aſſured us that he ſhould very 
ſhortly have an anſwer from his kinl- 
man, to whom he had given in charge 
the delivery of the letters. I aſked him 
with great precipitation, by what means 
the anſwer would come to hand, He 


"replied, that not being able at the time 
of writing to guels where he might 


oſſibly then be, he had deſired his re- 
[ation to direct for him at the monaſtery 
J had mentioned; imagining, by what 
his miſtreſs ſaid, he ſhould be in that 
neighbourhood, I was charmed with 
the man's contrivance, In my tranſ- 
port, I could not forbear crying out, 
My Minette will have tidings very 
© ſhortly of her beloved; ſhe will be 
© overcome with joy; in which, too, I 
© ſhall ſhare with her !* The pilgrim 
was ſtruck with admiration at this over- 
flowing of good- nature; ſhe commended 


it very politely; and from thence our 
diſcourſe turned upon the new kind of 


life we were going to embrace. | 
We had gone about four miles; the 


poſtilion was reſting his horſes after 


geiting up a preity ſteep hill, when we 
heard, through the ſtillneſs of the night, 


the trampling of horſes feet: this threw 


us into a conſternation, * I am un- 


done, cried out Lindamine; you 


< will find Belizai's miſtruſt has made 
© him ſuſpe&t what I have done, and 
© upon this he is come in purſuit of me. 


© Good God! what ſhall I do if it 
© prove ſo?'—* Make yourſelf eaſy, 


Madam, I beg of you,' replied her 
ſteward; * you know I have carried 


arms, and do not want courage. As 
to the perſon you mention, he certain- 


© ly has no right to controul you; and, 


© at the worſt, if he thould perſiſt in 


following you, can only learn the 


| © place where you have choſe to retire, 
© I think this is all you need apprehend; 


© but if you have no mind even to be 


© troubled with him, IJ can eaſily pre- 


vent it. But I am afraid,” replied 
Lindamine, after pauſing a little, © left 


in his violence he may do you a mil- 


E chief. Do not be afraid, Madam," 
replied the Reward; * I have a pair of 
good piſtols, the ſight of which will 
© tuthce to keep him in awe,* This was 
uttered with fo much reſolution, that 
Lindamine feemed ſomething encou- 
raged ; the embraced me very cloſe, her 


little heart beating very quick, and 


doubileis feeling a ſevere Hliuggle from 


the trial ſhe apprehended her virtue muſt 
undergo, In effect, it cannot be de- 
nied, but a young woman is very 
wretched, when apart of her life is em- 
ployed in gaining victories over herſelf, 
againſt the bent of her affections. 

In the mean time the noiſe of the 
horſes increaſed, and notwithſtanding 
that of the chaiſe, now in motion, we 
could hear them gain upon vs every 
moment : we even imagined that we 
diſcerned a ſmall glimmering light on 
the road. Here I began to be alarmed in 
my turn. Heavens !* cried I, perhaps 
their defign is on me! The light in- 
creaſing, ſeemed to be torches. This 


reminded me of what the old marquis 


ſaid at going away, that he had infallible 
means of coming to the bottom of the 
affair. The reflection terrified me ſo 
much, that I did not dare to examine 


any farther... Lindamine, whoſe cou- 


rage ſurpaſſed mine, looked out, and 
called to her ſteward, who had {topped 
to view the ſubject of our alarm. * Ah, 
© my dear £irl 1? cried ſhe, fitting down 
again, I do not know which of us is 
* purſued; but there are three men with 
© torches coming full ſpeed after vs.” 
— Are they a great way off ?* replied 
I. About two hundred yards,” an- 
ſwered the ſteward, coming up to us. 
For God's fake," ſaid I, © order the 
chaiſe to ſtop; I am convinced they 
come after me, As I have the molt 
important reaſons not to be diſcover- 
ed, I beg to alight : yonder hedge 
© will conceal me till they are paſt.“ 
Lindamine and her ſteward endeavoured 
to diſſuade me from it; but the terrible 
apprehenſions of falling again into the 
old marquis's hands, made me perhiſt 
in my deſign, and obliged them to com- 
ply with what I deſired. But the greater 
haite the worſe ſpeed; neither Lindamine 


A a a 


nor I could poſſibly get the chaiſe open, 


lo that the ſteward was obliged to alight 
and aſliſtus. I was getting down, but 
the lots of ſo much time gave the horſe- 
men I endeavoured to avoid the oppor- 
tunity of coming up with us and ſur— 


rounding the chaiſe, By the light of 


the torches, I diſcovered the Count De 
Saint Fal. He was as pale as death, 
pretenting his hand to me, and endea— 
Vouring to ſpeak, I ſuppoſed to reproach 
me; but he was ſo much out of breath 
with hard riding, or rather, as I under- 
loo aiterwards, fo overjoyed to find 
me, that he could not utter a fyllable. 
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His valet de chambre, the ſame whom I 
had ſo genteelly tricked, ſupplied his defi- 
ciency. * Really, Mademoilelle,* faid he, 
with a taunting kind of air, © you make 
© very ill return to my maſter's civili- 
© ties, Were I in his place“ Hold 
© your tongue, cried the count, in a 
tone that ſhewed he would be obeyed ; 
© the'young lady is her own miſtreſs ; 
© and if, at this moment, I any way 
© hinder her deſigns, it is what her intereſt 
© abſolutely requires.“ Saying this, he 


approached me, and made a thouſand 


excuſes for his interrupting my journey; 
adding, that he would lay down ſuch 
reaſons for what he did, that I could 
not but approve of his conduct, I was 
ſo agreeably ſurprized with his hehavi- 
our, and the complaiſance he ſhewed 
after I had put ſuch a trick upon the 
confidence he repoſed in me, that I had 
not a word to ſay. | 5 
Saint Fal, after giving me time to re 
cover, addreſſed himſelf to Lindamine 
and me in the politeſt manner; and far 
from reproaching her, as another might 
have done, for ſpiriting me away, hear- 
ing that our expedition terminated in a 


monaſtery, he returned her thanks for 


the civilities ſhewn me, and extolled 
our diſcretion, as he called it; adding, 
that in order to make her ſome amends 
for depriving her of ſuch an agreeable 


companion, he would wait on her himſelf 


with an account of me, as ſoon as I was 
conveniently ſettled, 


During this converſation, a ſervant . 


came and acquainted the count that his 
chaiſe was coming up. Upon this he 
told me, that computing from the time 
I left the village, as he was informed 
on his arrival there, he gueſſed he ſhould 
overtake me; and therefore ordered his 
chaiſe to follow him; a precaution he 
was overjoyed to have taken, as it pre- 
vented any interruption in Lindamine's 
journey. I found, by the ſequel of his 
diſcourſe, that it was owing to his valet 
de chambre's coming to Verſailles, and 
what they told him at the village, that 
his miſtruſt gave him ſo much uneaſi- 
nels, as obliged him to take poſt- horſes 
in purſuit of me. 

By this time the chaiſe had joined us. 
Saint Fal preſented his hand to help me 
in. J embraced Lindamine with great 
tenderneſs before I left her, and promiſed 
the ſhould frequently hear from mg. 

When I had taken my place, the 
count was very diligent in employing 
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all poſſible precantions that could con- 
tribute to make my journey agreeable, 
To prevent my catching cold, he wrap- 
ed me in a cloak, and obliged me to 
cover my feet. In fine, he did every 
obliging thing good - manners could ſug- 
veſt, and then ordered the chaiſe to drive 
on. I could not forhear admiring his 
ſweetneſs of temper, and found him 
truly worthy of eſteem on ſo many ac- 
counts, that I heartily regretted my 
having given him any uneaſineſs. 

I began to think the beſt excuſe I 
could make Saint Fal for my flight, 
was to acquaint him with my adventure 
in meeting with the old marquis, and 


my dread of falling into his hands. The 


pretext was ſo natural, that I did not in 
the leaſt doubt of it's ſucceſs. The 
count ſeemed much diſturbed at ſuch an 


unforeſeen accident; he made me repeat 


every ſyllable his uncle had uttered ; he 
very humanely put himſelf in my place, 
and agreed, perhaps through complai- 
ſance, that I was perfectly right in 
making my eſcape. * Whatever vexa- 


tion, ſaid he, © your flight occaſioned, 


© or trouble this unexpected return of 
my uncle throws me into, I am over- 
joyed in knowing from your own 
mouth, that your departure was not 
owing to any averſion I apprehended 
you might have taken to me. If you 
knew, lovely Jenny,” continued he, 
how much I ſuffered when I did not 
find you at the village, you would 
certainly be moved. I concluded, 
that I had been ſo unfortunate as to 
loſe your favour, and that my com- 
pany was become difagreeable to you; 
but you have revived me. How hap- 
py ſhould I be, were I honoured fo 
far as to enjoy your friendſhip !'— 
Alas, that you have already!“ cried 
I, overcome with his polite behaviour, 
his nice turn of ſentiments, and that they 
aimed at nothing farther than my friend- 
ſhip. Vour merit,” continued I, * a- 
* bundantly deſerves that I ſhould think 
© myſelt happy in ſuca a worthy friend; 
neither is this the firſt time that T 
have valued myſelf on the reſpect and 
civilities received at your hands.'— 
© Heavens!* cried Saint Fal, interrupt- 
ing me, * who could behave otherwiſe 
* roſo charming a creature? Nay, more, 
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© Tam fo entirely devoted to you, my 


© heart is ſo far prepoſſeſſed in your be- 


half, I love you with that delicacy, 


„(this ſure will give no offence) that 1 
1 Q 2 :-* my 
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© amieſolved to ſerve you even againſt my 
© own intereſt, No more miſtruſt, there- 
fore, lovely Jennny; no longer look 
upon me as a tyrant, obſtructing your 
© ſecret inclinations, I promiſe, 1 even 
© yow, notwithſtanding the ardent af- 
© fe&tion I have for you, that I will 
© ever promote your happineſs as far as 
« jies in my power. All I afk in re: 
© turn for an eſteem, (call it love) ſo diſ. 
« intereſted, is, that you will never for, 
bid me your company. Unruly. pal 
s fans are ſtrangers to my breaſt ; it 
© knows. no. defire, but that of ſeeing 
* and admiring you. Should it ever 
E exceed thoſe bounds, the delicacy, 
aud much mare the virtue I profeſs 
© tq cultivate, will always check any 
6 {uch attempts, and prevent them giv- 
ing you the leaſt diſturbance,” | 

Such formal aſſurances of ſo generous 
a friendſhip, ſo rarely ſeen in this age, 
moved me. exceedingly, and were an- 


| Iwered with a becoming ſincerity. From 


thence we fell upon the ſubje& of my 
lover's father, e Saint Fal, 
that I very much apprehended, leſt, ſu- 
ſpicious as he appeared to me, he ſhould 
have me watched ſo narrowly, eſpecially 
on finding his orders neglected, that at 


Jait he would find me out, wherever 1 
mould retire. * Make yourſelf eaſy, 


dear Mifs,* replied Saint Fal; * you 
© will be much ſafer at Verſailles than 
elſewhere. The precautions I have 
taken will elude all enquiries, for 
you will pafs for. an officer's widow 
who is come to folicit ſome favour 
at court, The houſe where you are 
to lodge, is already acquainted with 
that particular. A waiting-woman 
and a cook-maid will make up your 
little family; and as they will only 
know you under the name of the 


iovented for you, they cannot any 
way diſturb our project by their tittle- 


for your coming to Verſailles will 
ſufficlently ſcreen you from the eyes 


perer than the court for cancealment, 
where every one is taken up with their“ 
own concerns. Strangers pats there 
for what they pleaſe, nobody troubling 
themſelves to examine into their at- 
fairs. I have knawn ſeveral who have 
etabliſhed themſelves there under a 
travelling title, and their children 
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Counteſs Des Roches, which I have 


of the curious. No place can be pro- 
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ſubſtance. Silence and along po. 
ſeſſion are the proofs of their aſſumed 
nobility. As to ladies. in particular, 
their affairs not being of any great 
conſequence, they are ſel dom moleſted, 
unleſs it be with tod much complai- 
ſance, where their ment is conſpicu- 
ous, but never oh w43ount of their 
quality, Does ot eicry one know, 
they may aſſume wilt rank they 
pleaſe?* N 


All this, Sir,“ replied I, is ry 
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well; Iam ſatisfied I ſhall not be dit. 
turbed on this head, and that, under 


the name you have invented, I ſhall 
fruſtrate the moſt. curious ſcrutinies 
that may poſſibly be made after me, 
But, pray, how ſhall I find where. 
withal to ſupport my condition? For, 
I take it, empty titles are as thin diet 
at court as elſewhere, I have not one 
farthing of income, or the leaſt ex- 
peRancy of that kind. You are ſuf. 
ficiently informed, that a capricious 
turn of fortune has raiſed me from 
my original condition, and left me in 
a very precarious fituation, without 
the leaſt means of ſubſiſting. But I 
muſt aſſure you, Sir,* continued I, 
rather than make a figure at the ex- 
pence of what I think honourable, I 
would return a thouſand times to the 
wretchedneſs of my birth, Taking 
therefore this for granted, as I beg 
you will, I cannot ſee— * I ſhould 
not have given you time to form theſe 
reflections,” ſaid Saint Fal, interrupt- 


ing me, * had I not taken a ſingular 
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pleaſure in hearing you. Ah, lovely 
Jenny, how noble are theſe ſenti- 
ments! What a veil do they throw 
over the obſcurity of your extraction 
Birth is the effe&t of chance; and 
where Providence has allotted it, gives 
no grounds to value ourſelves upon, 
He who ſhould. arrogate any thing to 
himſelf on that ſcore, would be julily 
reproached, that his acquired merit 
muſt be very inſignificant, ſince he has 
recourſe to what paſſed in the world be- 
fore he made his appearance in it. He 
might, in that caſe, be juſtly ſaid to 
adorn himſelf with the duſt of his an- 
ceſtors. But, to cut the matter ſhort, 
if you were not born in an elevated 
rank, your merit highly deſerves it on 
many accounts: with ſo much good 
ſenſe and diſcretion, you will certainly 
ſucceed in the world; every thing will 


ha ye ſucceeded to it, as well as to their © 5 {ile upon you; your family will be 


maintained, 


„maintained, and you But, ſaid J, 
interrupting him a ſecond time, how ? 
For you can never make me believe 
Why, Mademoiſelle,” cried Saint Fal 
very ſmartly, it is no matter; you 


not building caſtles in the air.— 
Alas, Sir!” replied I, with ſome emo- 
tion, I am, ſatisfied as to that parti- 
« cular; I dare ſay, you will order 
every thing ſo well, that it will be a 
*- ſecret to all the world but myſelf, 


from whence my ſubſiſtence comes; 


© bur ſtill, I can never prevail on my- 
s ſelf to accept of it. And why not ?? 
replied Saint Fal very eagerly ; © can 
© you, be fo miſtaken as to apprehend 
6 what the world will lay? What have 
you to do with other people? Will 
f any one know you? No, certainly; 
© nor have you any deſign of making 
© acquaintances. This being grant- 
* ed, who can hinder you from living 
s retired, and cultivating your talents 
© till. you are ſettled in the world ? 
The publick will regard no more of 
* your conduct than what openly ap- 


c pears, and will applaud it accordingly, 


: * and without entering=" But I 
: | © ſhall be Zept,” cried I, interrupting 
[ him with great emotion: * there is no 
. | © palliating the matter; I am not to 
8 | F£ learnwhatthat word means. — Well, 
8 | £© then, Mademoiſelle,” continued Saint 
d Fal very impatiently, * you will be 
e kept, ſince you mult abſolutely uſe 
t. * that expreſſion. Where is the harm? 
; After all, the meaning of words 

_ © varies according to the uſe to which 
© men apply them. There are daily 

© inſtances of vice being kept by them 
© why ſhould there not be one, from 

whom virtue may find the ſame re- 
6 lief ?? | | 

It was thus the count endeavoured ta 


Jus wit and experience in the world, 
both of which he poſſeſſed in a ſovereign 


occaſion. The extremity to which I 
was reduced, and the approach of want, 
could ſcarce excuſe ſo dangerous a ſtep, 
In reality, I ought to have ſubmit- 
ted to the orders he was to put in exe- 
cution, rather than thus expoſe my in- 
nocence. A young woman can never 


herſelf: a word, a trifle, oftentilnes ef- 
| tefts ber overthrow, Real virtue is al- 
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* ſhall find, by experience, that I am 
ſailles. 


remove thoſe ſcruples, which a virtuous 
diſpoſition raiſed in my mind; but all 


degree, could not convince me on this 


be too much upon her guard againſt 


I25 


ways attended with diffidence and hus 


mility; it's conſtant leſſon is to fear our. 
ſelves : it is this happy diffidence which 
crowns the work, and makes us triumph 
over the fierceſt aſſaults of vice. 
Theſe reflections brought me to Ver- 
It was now eight in the morn= 
ing; the ſan ſhone full upon the palace, 
and yielded the fineſt ſight my eyes ever 
beheld. My tranſport, occaſioned by 
ſuch grandeur and magnificence, was {a 
great, that I even forgot myſelf, Saint 
Fal, not imagining what it was which 
thus engroſſed my thoughts, and wha 
was always apprehenſive of giving me 
the leaſt uneaſineſs; or fearing, per- 
haps, that I might give myſelf up to re- 
flections ariſing from our preceding diſe 
courſe; aſked me, with ſome concern, 
what made me fo ſilent. We were then 
at the end of the Great Alley, and going 
to turn off to the left. Good God!? 
cried I, very impatiently, do not dif- 
5 tutb mg; you ate very barbarous te 
© interrupt me in the contemplation of 


© ſodelightful a view. When I ſaid this, 


my eyes were ſo earneſtly fixed on the 


palace, that the count eaſily gueſſed at the 


occaſion of my ſilence, and the earneſt- 
neſs I had betrayed. I aſk your pardon, 
« fair lady,” ſaid hez but I mult tell 
* you, nothing can be a greater proof of 
your exquilite taſte, than the atten- 
© tion you beſtow on the beauties of that 
place.“ Upon this, he ordered the 
poſtilion to ſtop, I ran over with wy 
eye that charming proſpect, aiking a 
thouſand queſtions, without allowing 
him time to anſwer one half of them. 
When [I had recovered iny ſelf x little 
from the admuation ſo many fine ob- 
jects excited, I aſked Saint Fal very 
gravely, if that was the place I was ta 
lodge at, He could not forbear ſmiling 
at ſuch a queſtion, whilit he acquainted 
me, that it was inhabited only by thoſe 
whoſe rank or employment placed them 
near the king's perſon, of which he gave 
me a kind of detail, that laſted till we 
reached the Orangerie Street, where tlie 
chaiſe ſet us down. 

A woman of abaut five and twenty, 
miſtreſs of the houſe where I ws. tg 
lodge, having been acquainied by Mon 
ſieur De Saint Fal's valet de chav hre of 
our arrival, waited for me at the foor ; 
ſhe received me in a mignty 0454 
manner. Good God !' 1: | the, t.: 2 
ing to the count, after mn acag 24, 
how young this lady mult 147 = 


* 
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© married! She is an infant, exceeding 
* handſome; it is a crying ſhame ſhe 
© ſhould be a widow at theſe years!“ 
This harangue put me to the bluſh, 
The count ſeeing the confuſion I was 
in, turned the diſcourſe, and preſenting 


| his hand, led me up a very handſome 
ſtair- caſe to my apartment. The reflec- 


tion of the ſun from the glaſſes and gild- 


ing with which it was adorned, caſt a 


rodigious luſtre.” I muſt own, I felt a 
fatisfaRion ariſe in my breaſt; fond as 
T had always been of finery, ſuch lodg- 


ings and furniture could not fail of af- 


fording me a ſingular pleaſure. It did 


not eſcape the count; who, as he has 


fince told me, often pleaſed himſelf with 
the thoughts of having ſucceeded in his 
endeavours to ſtrike my imagination at 
the firſt entrance, knowing very well 
that nothing diverts melancholy. more 


than the gaiety of thoſe objects which 


ſurround us. He was certainly in the 
Tight; outward ſhew is always bewitch- 
Ing, and the gaudy appearance of things 


more or leſs carries the greateſt weight, 


eſpecially with women; which clearly 
proves our ſmall ſhare of ſolidity, not 
excepting myſelf, notwithſtanding our 


vuanity in priding ourſelves upon what 


they term ſentimenta, the parade of which 
is now ſo much in vogue, that the einder- 
wench will not yield to a dutchefs in 
what is called manner of thinking. 
The folly of an affected heroiſm may 
Have it's application, as well as that of 
Juxury. Luxury is faid to be a mark 
of concealed poverty: may one not ven- 
ture to ſay, that ſentimerits, for which 
ſome with ſo much oſtentation often 
value themſelves, are a ſpecious cover, 
by which they endeavour to dazzle the 
eyes of the world, and cover their own 
weakneſs ? 9 8 4; 
When I was put in poſſeſſion of my 
apartment, Saint Fal deſired I would em- 
ploy the good ſenſe he knew me miſ- 
treſs of, to amuſe mylelf in his abſence; 
giving me to underſtand that he was 
obiged to pals the reſt of the day with 


the old marquis, for whom he muſt in- 


vent ſome ſtory concerning me; deſign- 
ing, in order to excuſe himſelf, to pre- 
tend I had made my eſcape from him. I 
could not forbear trembling at what he 
ſaid. © For Heaven's ſake, Sir,” ſaid I, 
© take care how you behave on this nice 
„point! Your uncle ſeemed to me a 
© perlon of fo much diſtruſt and pene- 


1 tration, that I am very apprehenſive, 
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© leſt, after laying together the ren. 
counter he had in the village, and 
your account of my eſcape, he does 
not employ ſuch ſure methods of find- 
ing out the truth, as will infallibly 
diſcover where I am. If that ſhould 
happen, you know I am entirely ruin. 
ed. have already told you, Ma- 
demoiſelle,” replied Saint Fal, that 
you have nothing to fear on your ſide; 
it is on me the marquis's diſpleaſure 
will light. —“ And is not that of 
ſufficient conſequence?' cried I: © I 
ſnould be very ſorry you underwent 
© any uneaſineſs on my account. — 


© Good God, Mademoiſelle!' replied 


Saint Fal, as he was retiring, © that is 
© the leaſt of my care; my couſin's re- 


turn, for his father will certainly fend 


for him upon hearing your evaſion; 
the notion I have, that ſooner or later 
he will ſee you; the certainty I have 
of the pleaſure ſuch an interview will 
create in you; theſe are uneafinefles 
much more real than any I apprehend 
from acquainting my uncle with your 
< eſcape.” I eaſily underſtood the mean- 
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ng of all this; but as I had no mind to 


enter on ſuch a ſubje&, J Jet him go 
without returning any anſwer, | 
Wen he was gone, the chamber. 
maid, who had been hired to wait on me, 
came up: ſhe ſeemed towards fifty, with 
an eaſy inſinuating air. Her name was 
Brochan, and the landlady of the houſe 
gave her an extraordinary character. She 
had lately left a dutcheſs's ſervice, by 
reaſon, as ſhe informed me herſelf, of a 
violent paſſion the ſecretary had for her, 
and which might poſſibly have endan- 
gered her innocence. I could not for- 
bear ſmilipg to myſelf at this acxnow- 
ledgment. Her age and plain face was 
a ſufficient ſecurity againſt any attacks 
of that nature; I ſoon diſcovered her 
foible to be a fooliſh belief, that ſhe in- 


ſpired love into all the men who looked 


at her, which ſhe imagined could not be 


with indifference ; to this conceit ſhe 


added another notion, equally ridicu- 
lous, that ſhe was nobly born. It is true, 
ſhe could not be ignorant that every 
one knew her to be a cook's daughter; 


but her folly, or rather vanity, pre- 


vented this objection, by aſſuring you 

very gravely, that the had been chang- 

ed at nurſe, | | 
Madame De Geneyal (for that was 


my landlady's name) made her appear- 
ance ſoon after the chamber-maid, Now 


I am 
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tion to admit of any repoſe. 


T am diſpoſed to draw characters, it 
would be unpardonable to omit her's. 
She was tall, handſome, and well made; 
but the misfortune was, ſhe knew it ton 
well ; a failing that renders the greateit 
charms very diſagreeable: her character 
was, to find fault with every thing, 
though her genteel way of doing it made 
ſome amends, 

Moſt things at firſt ſmile upon us; 
Madame De Geneval was fo very oblig- 
ing and aſſiduous, that I made her very 
ſincere returns, attended with too little 
reſerve,» The event will ſhew plainly, 
that young perſons ought to be very 


_ cautious and circumſpect with their new 


acquaintance. This gentlewoman's 
behaviour has taught me, at a very dear 
rate, to inculcate ſo neceſſary a leſſon to 
others, | "98s | 

Before I went to bed, ( for the land- 
lady and my waiting- woman had deter- 


mined it ſhould be ſo, in order to refreſh . 


me after a journey of between two and 
three hundred miles, as they imagined) 
my chelt of drawers was opened for me, 
© You ſee,” ſaid Madame De Geneval, 
© every thing is laid in as exact order as 
if you had been preſent. Monſieur 
De Saint Fal has ſaid ſo much in your 
praiſe, and ſo earneſtly recommended 


the things out myſelf. When I open- 
ed them, I wrote an account of what 
I found; but this is a liberty I would 
not have taken, without the poſitive 
intreaties of your friend the count, 
who inſiſted on every thing being in 
it's proper place againit your arrival; 
but go to ſleep, pretty lady,” ſaid ſhe, 
embracing me, we ihall have time 
© enough to difcourſe theſe matters over 
© when you wake, —Bring her 2 porrin- 
ger ot broth, continued ſhe, going out 


of the room, * ſhe will reſt the better 


© after it.* Brochan had it ready : after 
I had taken it, ſhe helped me to undreſs. 
I got into bed, upon which the retired, 
ſhutting the door after her. f 
My mind was in too great an agita— 


venture here to diſcloſe myſelf ingenu- 
ouſly? Will not the profeſſed prudes, 
thoſe ſplenetick ladies I have before 
mentioned, take the alarm at the ſecret 
motions of my foul I am going to di- 


vulge? What will it avail, it 1 ſhould 
give a falſe gloſs (and nothing can he 


more caſy) to my thoughts at that time? 


They will be equally ſevere, and I ſhould 
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curioſity. 


| little effort before it abandoned me to. 
the care of your trunks, that I took 


May I 


127 
forfeit my title to ſincerity, that truly 
valuable commodity, under a proteſta- 
tion of which I entered upon theſe Me- 
moirs. Self. love, indeed, muſt ſuffer ; 
but amiable truth will entitle me to 
ſome compaſſion. | | 

Had I called my heart to a ſtrict ac- 


count, I am perſuaded at firſt I ſhould 


have found it more affected with the 
brilliant ſituation I was in, than with 
the ſecret murmurs of a repining virtue. 
There is a wide difference between arm- 
ing ourſelves againſt future trials, and 


encountering the immediate influence of 


things preſent) we faintly reſiſt the 


charms of what we actually poſſeſs, 
Wiſe men often exclaim againſt the 


abuſe of riches, but we have few in- 


ſtances of their practiſing the doctrine 


they teach, | | 

I was no ſooner left alone, but I 
looked with pleaſure on the gay objects 
which ſurrounded me; the glaſſes, gild- 


ings, the pictures, raiſed ſuch bewitch- 


ing ideas in my mind, that I could no 


longer reſiſt the temptation of taking a 


nearer view of the things I was in ſome 
meaſure miſtreſs of. Being alone, I got 
up, bolted the doors, and indulged my 
It is true, virtue made ſome 


theſe allurements; but a ſudden thought 


repreſented my curioſity as abſolutely 
neceſſary. * I muſt,” ſaid I to myſelf, 
© be acquainted with what the drawers 
© contain. "Theſe things are given out 
to be mine: if I ſhould betray any 
© 1gnorance, it may raiſe ſome ſuſpicion 
& prejudicial to the part I am to act. 
Prepoſſeſſed with this neceſſity, I went 
into the wardrobe, in which were placed 
two large cheſts. I opened them with 
ſome apprehenſion. This ſcrutiny, 


though attended with a kind of qualm, 


as if I had been engaged in miſchief, 
foon amuſed me by the alluring diſco- 
veries it produced, eſpecially in reſpect 


of one whoſe birth and education had 


not made her miſtreſs of any one indi- 
vidual thing. | ; 

Next to my bed-chamber was a clo- 
ſet, adorned with pannels of looking- 
glaſs; the hangings, like thoſe of the 


apartment, were crimſon damaik bor- 


dered with gold fringe: ſeveral pictures, 
repreſenting children playing together, 
and beautitul landſcapes, all placed with 


great ſymmetry between the glaſſes, had 


a charming effect; but what pleaſed me 
melt, was a book-caſe at the farther 


end, 
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end, containing great choice of new 
miſick-books, | 

My toilette was placed in the ward- 
robe 1 mentioned before; it contained 
every thing. that regards drefs : the 
boxes were filled with bracelets, gloves, 
and modern tiinkets, in an elegant taſte. 
Whatever inclination I had to examine 
every thing in particular, the fear of 
being interrupted, not having ſufficient 
time to go through the whole, obliged 
me to content myſelf with a tranſient 
view of ſo many bewitching objects. 
I was not a little ſurprized, in open- 
ing the cheſts, at the great abundance of 
linen and other things. What was de- 
ſig ned for my wearing appeared exceed - 
ing fine; but a compleat ſervice of plate, 
which I found by itſelf, I muſt needs 
own quite charmed me. 8 

Another cheſt furniſhed a ſet of chi- 
na of the fineſt fort; in the partitions 
were contained every thing belonging 
to the table. EOITE bn | 


After running over all theſe things, 


I returned to my chamber. I was cu- 


rious to know the contents of a large 


commode with a marble cover, which 
was no ſmall ornament to the room. 


The firſt drawer was filled with mer- 


cer's goods, for making gowns proper 
for the ſeveral ſeaſons of the year; no- 
thing was forgot even of the molt tri- 
Ning nature. This detail may very well 
be thought tedious, yet it is really ne- 
ceſſary, in order to give a juſt idea of 
my new admirer, Self- love poſſibly 
finds it's account here, but that is a 
ſubje& Jam not very willing to diſcuſs: 
ſuch an obliging attention muſt neceſ- 
farily make a very engaging impreſſion 
on the mind of a young creature. Not 
to own I was very mich affected with 
this generous behaviour would be mak- 
ing too free with ſincerity; and as ex- 
perience convinced me that his conduct 
was not in the leaſt influenced by any 
criminal views, I was the more ſenſible 
of the obligations conferred on me. 
The little reſt my affairs had allowed 
in the foregoing nights, opprefſed me 
to that degree, that, notwithſtanding my 
eagerneſs to continue the ſcrutiny, I 
was obliged to deſiſt; fleep overpower- 
ed me, and I threw myſelf into bed. 
There my ſoul, perfectly ſatisfied with 
my preſent ſituation, and void of care 
for what was to come, entertained none 
but the moſt agreeable ideas, followed 
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by ſo profound a repoſe, that I did not 
wake till the day was far ſpent. 

It was near ſun-ſet, when the noiſe 
of the coaches obliged me to riſe; I im- 
meuiately recollected that I had faſten. 
ed my chamber-door, upon which [ 
went and drew back the bolts. This 
was no fooner done, but my walting- 
woman entered. Lord, Madam!“ faid 
ſhe in a wheedling tone, you are cer- 
© tainly very timorous, to barricade 
«© yourlelf thus in broad day-light. I 
© have been ſeveral times at the door, 
to know if you wanted me; but the 
fear of diſturbing you made me wait 
© till now.“ This was anſwered with 
great indifference on my fide, Her 


_ countenance did not pleaſe me: ſuch 


antipathies are many times involuntary, 
and from my childhood T was liable to 
prepoſſeſſions of this nature; though 
they are often groundleſs, and always 
argue a weakneſs in our underſtanding. 
We ought to guard againſt ſuch follies, 
as there are many who, by an unfortu- 
nate caſt in their aſpect, promiſe no- 
thing commendable ; and yet their real 
worth greatly ſurpaſſes that of others 
whole countenances are very taking at 
firſt fight, Every day's experience juſ- 
tifies this remark, though very few cor- 
rect the failing, . 
Brochan having opened the windows, 
I placed myſelf at one of them. The 


evening was delightfully pleaſant, and 


abundance of people were taking the 
air. Such a fight was altogether un- 
uſual to me, it's great variety affording 
an agreeable amuſement. I was charmed 
with the neatneſs and elegance of the 
women's dreſſes ; I examined tkem with 
great attention, and ſuch as pleaſed me 
molt drew my eyes after them as far as 
I could poſſibly diftinguiſh one object 
from another. This ſo entirely took 
up my thoughts, that every thing elſe 
was baniſhed from my breaſt, | 
Women muſt own, with me, that 


our ſtrongeſt propenſity is to examine 
each other; this is generally attended 


either with jealouſy or envy, as we can 
ſeldom prevail on ourſelves to do one 
another juſtice: a wretched diſpoſition, 
which ſeems inſeparable from the ſex. 
As much as I have at this day got the 
better of little follies, if I deal ingenu- 
ouſly, I muſt acknowledge myſelf ſtill 
ſubject to ſuch mean impreſſions. 

ever I ſhould publiſh the ſequel of my 
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Adventures, as perhaps I may, I propoſe 
to treat of this matter more at large, 
and prove by examples how careful we 
ought to be in forming a judgment on 
outward appearances : fatal experience 
has convinced me of this, I am now 
very cautious, it is true, and endeavour 
to correct ſo great a weakneſs ; never- 
theleſs, it often happens that cuſtom, 
that ſecond nature, prevails over rea- 
ſon. | 


Whilſt I was deeply engaged in exa- 


mining every one that paſſed by, ſome- 
body claſped me faſt in their arms, with- 
out my perceiving who it was took that 
liberty with me. My colour came, and 
I turned abovt very haſtily, ſtruggling 
to free myſelf from ſuch an unexpected 
embrace. It would be no eaty mat- 
© ter to ſurprize you,” laid Madame tle 
Geneval, laughing; “you are fo much 
« pon your guard, and are fo ſtrong, 
© there would be nothing got by romp- 
ing with you.“ Upon my aiking her 


pardon with a {mile, for being ſo rough. 


in diſengaging myleif ; © Iwill pardon 


you this once, replied ſhein a jeſting 


way, but another time I ſhall not be 
© ſo eaſily prevailed upon; and even 
now it all only be on this condi- 
g tion, that you do us the honour of 
© ſupping with us. This invitation 


was accompanied with ſo polite an air, 


that I could not refuſe it; after which, 

we placed ourſelves at the window, and 

began to criticiſe thoſe who paſſed by. 
Madame de Geneyal had a particular 


talent for this dangerous pleaſure: drels, 


figure, countenance, nothing efcaped 
her; the women ſeldom found mercy at 
her hands. Thoſe who were hand tone, 


rarely eſcaped the mot ſatirical ſtrokes : 


the men came better off; that is, ſuch 

as were above the ordinary rate, for the 

others were excluded all favours, 
What do you think of her,“ cried 


Madame de Geneval, * whocomes this 


way with that flaunting gait, and 
falie air of heauty, that deceives at a 
diſtance ? Do not be miſtaken; her 
fine complexion is only borrowed {rom 
the myſteries of the toilette, as her 
carriage is from the information, of a 
mnch-conſulted looking-glafs : for a! 
her affectation, ſhe is very plain, as 
you will own when you ſee her near- 
er. I will lay a wager,' added ſhe, 
that you would not ſuſpect her hair, 
tricked up as it is with ribbands, was 
none of her own ; and yet (hs is as 
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Art for ſupplying the deficiency of 
Nature. Speak the truth; would not 
you gueſs, by her attendants and 
dreſs, that her huſband belonged at 
leaſt to the Exchequer? Far from it; 
he is cook to the Prince of — 5 
Though her mother ſold fruit, her 
vanity aimed at his ſteward; but ſhe 
is very well oft in marrying his cook, 
who muſt cheat his maiter to main- 
tain herextravagance: and yet, in re- 
turn for this too great indulgence, he 
has never a quiet moment. They ſay 


K M K K a K „ 


purpoſe, (ke goes on her old way.— 
Pray behold that other woman who 18 
coming out of the great gates. By 
her behaviour, and the airs ſhe gives 
herſelf, wonld you imagine her to he 
five and twenty? And yet ſhe 1s 
turned of fifty. But in order to im- 
pole on thoſe who do not know her 
age, ſhe tells them, with an affected 
air of ſincerity, that ſhe dreſſes in 
brown, becauſe it is her favourite co- 
lour, and ſuits any age. But the beſt 
of the jeſt is, that ſhe cannot prevail 
© en herſelf to marry a man who has 
long made his addreſſes, for fear, ſhe 
© fays, of dying in child-bed.“ Saving 


this, Madame de Geneval burſt into 


ſuch a hearty fit of lJavghter, that I 
could not forbear joining with her, 
though I knew not why, | 

We had ſpent near an hour in this 
kind of amuſement, when a flouriſh on 
the kettle-drums, and a hurry in the 
ſtreet, made me enquire what could be 
the occaſion. The king is returning 
* from hunting,” replied Madame de 
Geneval; * we ſhall fee him paſs by.” 
My lieart began to flutter at this, as I 


immediately recellected the firſt time of 


my ſeeing his majeſty, and the conſe - 
quences his preſence had drawn after it. 


Though I was now grown up to years 
of diſcretion, and had already ſatis fed 


my curioſity, I found the fame eager 
deſire of ſeeing the king ſeize my ſoul as 
in the forett. 
my earneſtneſs. Vanity, which always 
grows upon us, made me imagine 1 
ſhould want no aſſiſtance to diftinguith 
the king from the reſt: per usded of 
this, I fixed my eyes on that ſide the 
king was expected, and gave very little 
attention to the criticiſms Madame De 
Geneval, with her uſual charity, paſſe 
upon every one who came in her way. 
R \ly 


bald as a coot, and has recourſe to 


his heart is broke; but it is all to no 


It is true I concealed 
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My impatience did not remain Jong 
unſatisfied : the hunt returned; and, 
contrary to what was uſual, moved 
very flowly. Day-light was not quite 
gone; and I congratulated myſelf on 


the opportunity I was going to have 


of conſidering the king's perſon very 
attentively; but the -falſe ſhame of 
informing myſelf which was the king, 
diſappointed my hopes, ſurrounded as 
he was by the courtiers. By good 


luck his majeſty dropped ſomething _ 


out of his hand, otherwife he would 
have paſſed by undiftinguiſhed; but the 
eagerneſs every one expreſfed to take up 
his glove and return it, ſufficiently 
pointed him out, and J had the ſatiſ- 
faction I fo much deſired. 

My admiration of this charming 
prince was ſo great, that I could not 
forbear obſerving to Madame De Gene- 
val the gracefulneſs of his perſon; but 
ſhe ſcarce made any anſwer to what J 
laid on the ſubject: her eyes were fixed 
on a nobleman, with whom ſhe ſeemed 
to be entirely charmed, and was no leſs 


ſolicitous to make me ſenſible of his 


perſonal accompliſhments, than I was in 
remarking thoſe of the young monarch. 


But the beſt of it was, we mutually 


applauded each other's 1emarks, falſely 


_ imagining they regarded one and the 


lame object. | 

In the mean time, the court was di- 
rectly under our windows: I was ſo 
taken up with the fight, that I quite 
forgot I was in a very plain undreſs. 
Madame De Geneval was full dreſſed; 


and, either through malice or inadver- 


tency, did not give me the hint: thus 
was I unwittingly expoſed to the curi- 
ous eyes of the company; for my little 


vanity would never have reliſhed the 


negligence of my diſhabille. I think I 
have elſcwhere mentioned how much I 
Tuffered on ſuch occaſions, and indeed 
do to this day. 1 | 

© Good God?” cried Madame De 
Geneva], with a myſterious air, but ſuch 


as betrayed how well ſhe was ſatisfied 


with her own dear ſelf ; © theſe men are 
turned fools, ſurely * One cannot be 


at a window, but they ſtare one 


through! See, Madam, I beg, how 
© theyeye us! In effect, they all, to a 
ſingle man, looked up as they paſſed by. 
Indeed, Madam, replied I, you 
make me obferve what would not 


have ſurprized me, had we bern the 
only women whe locked out of win. 
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© dow in the ſtreet ; but, methinks, the 
© whole court ſeems entirely taken up 
© with ſtaring at us.,'—* Oh! replied 
Madame De Geneva}, what you H 
does not at all ſurprize me, I am ſo 
well known, fo very well known, mz 
pretty lady, that you muſt not won— 
der at what you ſee. You do no! 
know that the king himſelf is pleaſed 
often to favour me with a look; not 
that I would have you think,” conti- 
nued the vain thing, putting on an 
air of modeſty, that I attribute this 
to any thing very flattering in my- 
© ſelf : my huſband goes every day 
to court, and as he is upon very good 
terms there, it is no wonder it ſome 
notice is taken of me. Did not I te! 
you ſo?” added Madame Le Geneva), 
ſtanaing up. See, the king does us 
© the honour to look at us! He certain - 
* Iy remembers my face. For Heaven's 
© fake, Madam, let us retire!* conti- 
nued ſhe, in a childiſh, affected tone; 
I can ſtand it no longer.“ | 
A nobleman, who was oppofite to 
the window, ſingled me out with his 
hat to thoſe who were near him. On, 
« gentlemen,” ſaid he, that young 
lady to be exceeding handſome; and 


„ GM 


o 
£ 
o 


o 
„that the diſhabille you ſee her in, far 
8 


ſurpaſſes all the arts of dreſs.“ This 
was no founer ſpoke, but every one 
eyed me with freſh attention, and bowed 
to us one after another. The king be- 
ing directly oppoſite to our window, 
looked up a ſecond time, and took off 
his hat. I bluſhed prodigiouſly, and 
imagining I ought to return the comp li- 
ment, made an exceeding low curtler, 
Lord, Madam, what are you doing? 


cried Madame De Geneval loud enough 


to be overheard; © nobody ſalutes th? 
© king. You'll make us be taken for 
© mere country creatures.” The king 
and the whole court fell a laughing. at 
this ill-timed reprimand, Whether th:5 
was owing to the manner of expreflir.; 
herſelf, or my ſimplicity, I cannot de- 
termine: this I know very wel], the 
haſty reproach ſtruck me all of a heay-. 
J ſhould have remained in this condi» 
tion for a conſiderable time, had not 
Madame De Geneval, in order to in- 
gratiate herſelf with me, and ſhew ber 
knowledge of the court, given me iis 
names and hiftory of part of his ma 
jelty's retinue, though heard with great 
indifference on my fide. I had not for- 
got the little mortification J ee 


this was truly her weak ide. 


Yad drawn upon me, and ſelf- love made 
my relentment appear very juſtifiable. 
My vain cajoling landlady, imagin- 
ing my filence proceeded from the reliſh 
I had for her conwerlation, continued 
the ſubject for ſome time, ſparingnobody 
that came in her way; when breaking 
off on a ſudden,ſhe propoſed going down 
to her apartment, ſuapper-time, as ſhe 
nid, drawing near. I replied, that it 


would be proper for me to put on ſome 
head-cloaths, ſin ce ſhe would not allow 


me to drels. Oh! by no means,” 
cried Madame De Geneval, 
„ killingly handſome in the dreſs you 
© are in: neither am I the only one who 
© thinks ſo, as you have jaſt now heard, 
We thall have frequent opportunities 
of ſceing you dretted z for this once 
let vs enjoy you in your native 
© charms,* This compliment was an— 
iwered in a proper manner on my ſide, 
not forgetting her beauty, with which 
ſhe ſeemed mightily taken ; as, indeed, 
"IT: 28 
© very jultly faid,* cried the, begging 
pardon for the freedom of taking me in 
her arms, * that women of quality are 
* always diſtinguiſhable by their beha - 
© viour. I have ever been fond of their 
company, as their converſation is ſo 
very inttructing.“ 
judice eflect! As long as fie took me 
for the Counteſs Ne Roches, this was 
always her ſtyle; but, the moment ſhe 
diſcovered the truth, ſhe proteſted to 
one who gave ine an account of it, that 
ſhe all along took me for a counterfeit: 
that, notwithitanding the airs I ses 
pleaſed to give myſelf, ſhe taw tirough 
the artifice, and every day diſcovered 
ſomething that betrayed my mean birth, 
So much tor prejudice, 

Although I was very much preſſed to 
go down undreked as I was, I ihould 
never have conſented, hadnot Monheur 
De Geneval {urprized us in the debate, 
He accoſted us in a gentcel manner, and 
paid his co: vphmenes gracefully enough. 
He had ſomething of the fop in him, 
his voice trifling, and much upon the 
familiar. As luperintendant to the 
Duke of -, he imagined himſelf 
company for any one: 2 tall, 
Well made, always in the pink of the 

mode, and very full of himiel{; a read 
wit, and ſe happy in his little ſallies, 
chat the lpleen was entirely banihed 
wherever he came, and made his con- 
Ferjailion much gope ed. The viciouspas 


THE FORTUNATE 


©you are 


What does not pre- 
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of any one's character is much eaſier 
attained than what is valuable in it. His 
ſatirical vein Madame de Geneval had 
acquired, and was very ready at biting 
expreſſions ; but then ſhe wanted the 
fine turn of wit, in applying them, of 
which he was a perfect maker; inſomuch, 
that he would frequently laſh people 
to their faces with ſo much art, adapt- 
ing his voice and expreſſion ſo jultly, 


that every one preſent, except the perſon 


concerned, immediately diſcovered who 
was aimed at: nay, it often happened 
that the object of his raillery was the 
moſt diverted of the whole company. 
Let any one judge if ſuch talents were 
not eſteemed in an age fo favourable to 
ſatirical reflections, that all charity for 
our neighbour is exploded as a thing 
quite out of date. 

Our ſupper was perfectly neat and 
elegant. Monficur De Geneval acquit- 
ted himſelf exceedingly wellindoing the 
honours of his houſe. We were five at 
table, without reckoning a boy of ſeven 
years old, ſo very ill-bred, that he ſeized 
every thing he could lay his hands on, 
daubed the table-cloth, and fpotled the 
cloaths of thoſe who had the misfortune 
to be near kim; and all this without his 
father's being allowed to reprimand 
him. As he was pretty, and by way 
of compliment ſaid to be like his mother, 
ſhe thought upon this account he couid 
not be too much indulged, and conſc- 
quently ſpoiled him to ſech a degree, 
that he was ready to fling things at auy 
one's head who preſumed to find fault 
with him. 

relation of Monſieur De General 43 
about fifty years of age, made the third 
woman in the company. Her humour 
ſgemed gay and airy. She amuſed us 
with abundance of plealantry, accom- 
panied with fo much wit as threw a 
veil over her age, and the malicious 
turns ſhe frequently gave £0 things. 
She was not ail of a picce; her folly be- 
trayed itlelf in giving us to and: ritan!'y 
that in her younger days ſhe ftood une 
rivatled in point of beauty. Then her 
dilcourle ran upon the extravagances 
princes and noblemen had commi ted 
in making their addreſſes co her. Thera 
was ho end of this fulject ; and it auy 


one took a fancy to contradict her, as 


it ſomenmes happened, the. lcene was 
changed in an mnitant; from ajtable 
and poine, fhe became downright ſcur- 
ritaus, 
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A gentleman belonging to the houſe- 
hold, about thirty, was the very oppo— 
ſite to the perſon juſt mentioned, Taci- 
turnity, gloom, and diſdain, were ſtrong— 
ly imprinted on his countenance. He 
never wes: known to approve of any 
thing in all his life; and before you 
uttered a ſingle ſylla ble, you wight de- 
pend upon being contradicted by him. 
Eut was his favourite tranſition, and {Vo 
his darling particle, 


Notwithitanding this difference of 
charadters, I ſoon perceived that the 


company was agreed upon making me 
talk, with a deſign to learn ſome account 
of my affairs; but Monheur De Saint 
Fal, who had a good deal of foreſight, 
gave me my leſſon in writing. My 
ſtory was framed, digeſted, and got by 
heart. I came off very well, notwith- 
ſtanding their attacks, and this chiefly 


by the conciſe anſwers I gave. The 


only ſecret for baffling curioſity, is to 
fay little. There is no hazard in being 
cautious; whereas, giving a looſe to the 


tongue, overburdens the memory, and 


endangers the contradicting one's ſelf : 
a tickliſn fituation, to which perſens 
ought never to expoſe themſelves, who 


Have reaſons not to be publickly known, 


The deſſert had not been long ſerved 


up, when a footman came and w »hif per- 


ed ſomething to Madame De Geneval, 
She immediately turned towards me, and 
told me in the ear, that a nobleman en- 
quired for me. Imagining it mult be 
Saint Fal, who was come with ſome 
news, I ordered the tootman tv» conduct 
him to my apartment, and was prepar- 
ing to go and receive him. The ſervant 
hearing me name that nobleman, aſſured 
me it was not him, but that he guelled, 


by his livery, it mult be the Duke of 


—. "he name ſurprized me, and 
Monſieur De Geneval perceivingit, aſked 
me if I had any reaſon for not receiving 
the viſit, for in that caſe it was only 


ſaying that I did not ſup at home. My 


anſwer was, that I did nut dcefire to be 
ſeen, as the perſon was an 2 ranger, 
and I did not apprehend what his b uh 
nels could be. ee De Geneval 


roſe from table at this, bidding me make 


myſelf very ealy, for ſhe would ſpeak 
to the duke herſelf; adding, with a 
mylterious azr, that fh partly, Zuelſſed 
his errand, Say ing this, ſhe left the 


190m, making me ſeveral ſigus which 


J dia not comprehe: (dt, 
| expected her return with great im- 
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patience, wondering what could detain 
her jo long, The dread I had of the 
old marquis, brought him continually 
to my mind, whenever troubleſome ac- 
cidents gave me any uneaſineſs. 
Monſieur De Geneval perceiving me 
much diſquieted, endeavoured to make 
me ſhare the mirth of the company, 
Complaiſance obliged me to feign an 


attention to what paſſed, What an irk- 


ſome taſk is it to counterfeit a ſatisfac- 
tien, wh zen the mind labours under per- 
lexit | 
Afr half an hour's ſtay, Madame 
De Geneval returned laughing very 
heartily, © Did not I tell you,” ſaid 
ſhe, ſpeaking to me, that we were ex- 
* amined very narrowly when at the 
window ? Without vanity, our charias 
make ſome noiſe in the world. — 
WhoGoubts that,“ replies the huiband; 
ail the court envies my happineis in 
poſſeſſing fo lovely a creature as Ma— 
dame De Geneval © None of your 
© jelts,* continued ſhe, half angry at his 
ironical tone, J could give very con- 
« vincing proofs of the truth of what 
© you ſay ; ; but that is not the buſineſs 


5 at preſent, It is very certain I have 


had a thouſand ſoft things ſaid to me 
* juſt now by a very gallant {paik, . It 


6. 1s true, I was not aliogether impoſed 


© on, knowing very well,” continued 
Madame De Geneval, pointing ſlily to 
me, © the countels has the belt tit:e to 

© thecourtſhip, though addrefled tome,” 

—* Meaning me, Madam?” repliecd I 
very gravely. * How can I be any 
© way concerned? J am but juſt ar- 
© rived from the other end of the king- 
dom; have no acquaintance— « Alas! 
* that 1s no reaſon,” replied Moufieur 
De Geneval, very earnelily; © there are a 
© thouſand for your engaging their ado- 
ration.“ I could not tor bear e ſmiling 
at the manner in which I was advdretied. 
The wife, thinking perhaps this was 


carrying things too far, and, like many 


other women, was piqued to hear an- 
other extolled, or might be naturally a 
little je alous; corrected the tranſport ber 
hutband had been guiity of, by laying, 
that if I had not really been lo very 
handſome, novelty was of great crvice 
in this country; nevertheicts it mui be 
fupported by lomething more laſting 
than beauty; that the vogue drew ad- 
inrers for a wiiite: but when that was 
over, fie ob 150 was as caſtiy nevll Qed 
as it had been -cogetly purſued. i ng 
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gentleman of the houſhold oppoled this 
maxim, aſſerting, that what was once 
truly amiable was always ſo. Madame 
De Geneval, who had her reafons jor 
maintaining what ſhe had advanced, 
brought a recent example in tavourot her 
own opinion. 
addreſſing her diſcourſe to her huſband's 
kinſwoman, the famous Lyonnoiſe, fo 
© much talked of about two years ago 
at Paris. She was as fair as alabaſter, 
had fine features, a good ſhape, and 
an air of grandeur, Notwithſtanding 
all this, I could find nothing very ex- 
traordinary in her. She no ſooner 
appeared in publick, but he was fol- 
lowed by all the world. I happened to 
be one day at the Thuilleries, when 
the Lvonnoiſe was walking there. As 
the Great Alley perfectly (warmed, I 
enquired of every one I met, what 
could occaſion ſuch a crowd, © Good 
« God, Madam! where do you come 
« from, replied the perſon, “ not to 
& know that the beautiful Lyonnoiſe is 
ce come to Paris, and is now actually 
„ Walking in the Thuitleries?“ I 
© ſhrugged up my ſhoulders at fuch a 
6 prepoſterUvus anſwer, and reſolved toſee 
c with my own.eves on what it was 
grounded. I made my way through the 
crowd, and at laſt got a ſight of this ſo 
much extolled beauty. Whether 
© through prejudice, not being accord- 
. 

c 

5 

c 

4 
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ing to my taſte, or not ſo handſome as 
they pretended, ſhe did not pleaſe me 
atall, I pitied the ſtupidity of the pub - 
lick, which often islaviſhof it's praiſes 
on objects that, upon a nearer view, 
are ſcarce tolerable. It is true, ſooner 
or later, the prejudice is laid aſide, as 
it happencd in the cale of this very 
I. yvonnoite. | 
Some weeks after this I was in the 


K a 


was ſcarce taken notice of: neverthe- 
leſs, ſhe was exactly the ſame; and, 
as the inconitancy of mode never at- 
tects me, methought ſhe was even 
handſomer than at firſt, '—* No won- 
der! replied thekin{woman very thly; 
vou liked her the better, becauſe no- 
body admired ber, and conſequently 
envy had nothing to work on, Put 
the caſe, fie had once more become a 
reigning toaſt, and you had ſeen her 
ſurrounded with a crowd of admirers, 
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Fat firſt, The thing (peaks foiliticlt.” 
Madame De Geneval frowned a hitle 
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© You all ſaw,' ſaid ſhe, 


Thuilleries. I met her again, but ſhe. 


ſhe would have appeared as plain as 


133 


at this cutting remark. From one of 


her character, a fharp reply might have 


been expected, but ſhe had her reaſons 
for being moderate. Intereſt, which al- 
ways rules, and to which ſhe was an 
abſolute ſlave, prevailed on her to ſtifle 
her reſentment. To do it with a better 
grace, ſhe went on thus. 

The Lyonnoiſe, nettled at the in- 
juſtice ſhe met with at Paris, came to 
ſhew herſelf at court. Her charms 
had a run, but ſoon met the fame 

fate as before. She diſappeared on a 
ſudden; and J have ſince been in- 

formed, is gone for England in ſearch 
of new admirers,” : 
I prelently diſcovered the malicious 

drift of this ſtory, and the application 
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Madame De Geneval was willing ſhould 


be made of it; from whence I conclud- 
ed, that ner character and mine would 
not long ſympathize, 
The difcourſ2 ran again upon the 
duke's viſit, which Madame De Gene- 
val's reflections had interrupted. She 
told us, that all ihe could gather from 
what he ſaid was, that in returning from 
hunting, the tight of a young lady had 
made ivch an impreſſion on him, that 
he came to enquire after her; and, in caſe 
ihe hat any affairs depending at court, 
to offer his ſervice, CE ZOE 
Madame De Geneval added, that all 
this was expreſſed in ſo polite a manner, 
that though ſhe was prepared to anſwer 
this gallant preamble, which doubtleſs 
was aimed at me, as it deſerved, yet ſhe 
could not avoid replying with a great 
deal of reſpect, and letting him krow 
who I really was, The duke, upon 
bearing my name, aſſured her he was 
well acquainted with my family, for 
which he had a great yalue, and would 
have the honour of being introduced at 
a more ſeaſonable opportunity. = 
I apprehended, from the confuſion 
© in which this nobleman retired,* con- 
tinued my landlady, © that without doubt 
© he took the countels for one who had 
her fortune to make, and that he need 


iſh preſumption men are often guy 
of, who think, that in viſiting a wos 
© man they do her an honour, This 
© vanity mult either be grounded on the 
c 
4 


« 

only come to be well received: a fool 
: 
5 


hgure they make, or the confidence 
they have of our weakneſs. As for my 
part, who am often expoſed to the in- 
trigues of theſe gentlemen, 1 ule them 
with a great deal of freedom, ridicule 

their 
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their ſerious faces, amuſe myſelf, and 
laugh at them; this I take to be the 
method,'-—* Not ſo very commenda- 
bie, replied the huſband, ſomething 
maliciouſly, © as you may perhaps ima- 

gine; under this pretext of indiffe- 
© rence, the gallants are retained and 
© liltened to without ſuſpicion, ** Their 
4 follies amuſe me, you will ſay. No 
doubt of it; and that is juſt what they 
look for: to have admittance into 

ertain houſcs, is all they can hope 
for at firſt; taking up your time a- 
greenbly, and amuling you ladies, is 
their ſecond ſtep; but what lucky fel- 
lows, if you do them the honour to 
ſmileon their endravours!'— Lord!” 
cried Madame De Geneval, interrupting 
him; © it would have been a wonder, 
indeed, if you had not contradicted 
me. Itis mighty becoming a huſband, 
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he does not thwart his wife on every 
occalion!'—" Not in the leaſt, replied 
the gentle man of the houſhold; © you 
are ſtung for want of un: derſtanding 
him: your ſpouſe is far from being of 
a different opinion on this point. Does 
not his conduct give you daily proofs 
of it? Can you imagine that, if he 
were really ſerious in what he ſays, 
he would allow you ſuch an unbound- 
ed liberty!'— A continuation of your 
long filence, Sir, replied Madame De 
Geneval very ſharply, © would have been 
much more acceptable than the part 

« you are pleaſed to take in the conver- 
© {atjon.* The gentleman, not the beſt 
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' bred perſon in the world, took her up 
as {nartly on his tide z and, like many 


others, who, when they have got foot- 


262 in the houſe, take upon them to con- 


trowl-at large, indulged a malicious plea- 
tare n maintaining the argument with 
qu al vehemence. The miitrets of the 
bouſe, exceedingly haughty, apprehend- 
ing poſſibly the conſequences of lach a 
di\pate, and provoked beſides at the lit- 
tle ceremony with which the was treat- 
td, and her huſband's not flencing he 

opponent, addreti:d herſelf ta him nn 
bitrer reproaches for want of tendernels 
in her regard, declaring, that for the 
future ſhe thould take proper methods, 
and the moment certain countenances 
appeared Being apprehenlive, from 
the tharpnels of the gentleman's reply, 
that the converfation was growing til 
warmer, { thought it hich time to re- 


tire. Midame De G-neval was too 
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who fancies his honour 1s at ſtake, if | 


young lady, 


MAID. 


much taken up in retorting the ſarcaſti. 


cal replies of the gentleman and her 
huſband, to perceive I was gone. But 
Monkevr De Geneval, more attentive 
to what patled, left his friend to purſue 
or drop the argument, and came _ after 
me to preſent his hand, making an apo— 
logy for the ſcene, of which I had been 
a ſpectator. * She is very lilly,” ſaid he, 
(peaking of his wife; © a trifl= difcom- 
potes her, and makes her exceptious, 
I overlook it all, as ſhe is with child: 
when ſhe is ſo, ber humour is unac- 
countable; but, in conſideration of her 
condition, fome complaiſance mutt be 
fiewn,* I commended Moniteur de 
Geneval for his moderation, but blamed 
him at the ſame time for (offering the 
gentleman to divert himſeit in provoking 
his wife. To this he replied, that he was 
an old friend, Whole characteriſtick 
was never to yield in a diſpute; that 
he was io well known for it, that nobody 
ever reſiſted his obſtinacy. Upon this 
he told me an odd ſtory. This very 
gentleman was deeply in love with a 
who on every account was 
a very proper match for him, and the 


aifrar on the point of being concluded, It 


happened very unluckily, that he invited 
his future father-in-law, after figning 
the writings, to ſupper, The conver- 
ſation turning upon the ceremonies ob- 
ſerved at the marriages of the ancients, - 
the old gentleinan and his future ſon— 
in-law, neither of whom wanted wit or 
learning, enlivened the diſcourſe with 
many intereſting paſſages and curious 
citations; but the ſpirit of contradice 
tion, the predominant paſſion in Gene= 
val's friend, ſoon made the old gentle- 
man loſe his patience: it is true, le 
vielded for ſome time, apprehending his 
memory might fail him, till the fun in- 
luw, who had been bred a ſcholar, fall 
ing upon a point in divinity, which tine 
od gentleman happened perfectly to re- 
collect, he maintained his proded. The 
young one contradicted him: the other, 
poſitive that he was right, ran home tv 


iis lihr ary, brought the bak; and 1.911 


g'net he had carried his polnt; but the 
1on ain Jaw diiclaimed both the author 
and the edition. T's obſtinacy pros 


voked the young ladv's father fo much, 
that he retired without any ceremony. 
Upon this, their friends interpoled, and 
ende: 65e to make up the breach. The 
old geiſtleman, the moſt reaſonable of 
the two, Was not avezie :o an accommo- 

dation: 
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dation, and only inſiſted that his future 
ſon-in-law thould acknowledge himſelf 
to have been miſtaken: but Geneval's 
friend choſe rather to Joſe a very advan- 
tagcous match than purchaſe it at io 
dear a rate. 

This whimſical ſtory amuſed me the 
more, as having juſt experienced, that 
the hero of it was very well qualified to 
furniſh many tuch adventures. After 
ſome reflections on it, Genevai left me. 
I ordered the ſervant to light him down, 
and then ſhut myſelf into my apart- 
ment, with a firm refolution of avoid- 
ing, as much as pulitble, fuch an odd 
medley of company. 

I was going to bed, when J heard 
ſomebody knock at the door, Curious 
to know what important affair could 
occaſion a vilit at one in the morning, I 
went to the window. In order not to 
he feen, I bid the maid carry the can— 
dles out of the room. I dilcovered a 
footman holding a m flambeau, by whoſe 
olimmering light I perceived a tall man 
ſtanding at the door, which was juſt 
opened. Upon liſtening, I heard him 
aſk ihe mal if a young lady did not 
lodge there, who arrived but that very 
day. Finding by. the anſwer that he 
was not wittaken, he enquired if fe was 
up, and could be ſpoke with, The 

mai, who had been picſent at ſupper 
when her wittreſs gave an account of 
the duke's vill 5 antwered the ſtranger 


very rovghly J that the perlon he enquir— 


ed after was not to he ſeen, elpecially 
by night, and fo ſhut the door upon 
him. ; 

I thought it hkewiſe time to draw 1 in, 

Jeſt, if ] mould be (een, the perſon might 
Ws i upon peaking with me. 

[ went to bed withoot reflecting on 
this accident, perſuaded as I was that 
it had been occationed by the: vitit in- 
tended me at ſupper-tinme, 


It was with {ome confuſton ! 97 the 


profound tranquility with which I tlept 
till ten in the morbing, as if 1 h ad not 
the Icaſt realon to be unealy, Such is 
gikly youth, almoſt void of reflection | 
My waitmg- woman came to 8 ee int 
me that a "mantis makin and other 
work-women waited my rihng, I was 
inconßderate enough to aſk if ſhe had 
ſent for them. She anlwerech with forme 
furprize, that I had given, her no ſuch 


orders, but that the p-op'e ſaid they 


1 
came by appointment. I'his made me 


fairs were as well regulated the firſt day 


dreſs was even more reſpectful than 


things. 
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preſently imagine that M. De Saint Fal, 
with his uſual foréſight, was the con— 
triver of this piece of gallantry. I gor 
vp, was taken meaſure of for ſtays and 
gowns, without examining any tarther, 
which I judged could be of no manner 
of ſervice, nor alter their cpinion of me 
one way or other, 

The clock had ſtruck one; I was 
ſitting down to table, (for my houſe af- 


as if I had been ſettkd ten years) when 
M. De Saint Fal ſent his name. He was 
richly dreſſed: I had not till then con- 
ſidered his perſon with any attention, 
Notwithſtanding my affections were pre- 
judiced in favour of another, I could 
not be fo unjult as not to look upon him 
as averyaccompiithed perſon. His ad- 


uſual: a nice conduct, to avoid renind- 
ing me Now much I was beholden to 
him. hilft my waiting-weman was 
pretent, he conflantly e: nploy ed the word 
Madam, and only talked of general 
I infifted on his fitting down 
to dinner, which he complied wich. As 
toon as we were alone, he began by ex- 
preſſing thepleafure he hadin feeing me, 
and the apprehenſion he was under lelt 
time fhould hang heavy on my hands in 


a iirange place, Upon this related to 


him all that had paſſed fince he lefi mes 
I deſcribed the tupper, acquainted him 
with e the duke's Ae vilit, notomit- 
ting the debate which enſued on that 
occaſion. I could not prevail unon my- 
elf to hide my fufpicion of Madame 
De General's ill-temper. His MOT 
to this was, that the being obliged t 
provide a lod 109 for me on a ſudden, 
prevented his taking a whole bene 
that it was not yet too late; and while 
he was looking out for one, he adviſed 
me to avoid 14 Geneval's con pany as 
much as pofli. le. 

It was with the preateſt dificulty 
imaginable that took the countulithis 
ſubje&t, He did not reliſh the duke's 
viſit; the ranger Who enquired after 
me ar mid; liohr gave me no ſmall un- 
eaſineſs. Ile took heart, however, ei. 
I gave my word to avoid all vilits, ane 
the occs ſions of them, fo far even ax nh 
to amule mylelf at the window for the 
future. Saint Fal appeared as muci 
tranſported at this promis, as 1 0 
acquainted h 12 with the moſt agiccabh 
piece of news he could have wilted 16 


— 
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hear. He confeſſed he did not dare to 
aſk ſuch a favour, leſt I ſhould look 
upon it as a reſtraint on my liberty. 
Reſuming his uſval tranquillity, he 
came at laſt tothe point which concern- 
ed me moſt. I had already aſked ſeve- 
ral times whether he had ſeen my lo- 
ver's father, without receiving any an- 
ſwer; but now he gave me an account 
of a {mart converſation, whereof I was 
the ſubject. Would you believe,” ſaid 
M. De Saint Fal, © that the old mar- 
quis could ſcarce be perſuaded you had 
eſcaped out of my hands? He would 
be informed of the time, place, and 
other circumſtances. In order to de- 
tect me, he ſent for my valet de cham- 
bre, and queſtioned him apart in his 


c 

« 

« 

4 

6 

a 

c cloſet, to try if we both agreed in the 
© {ame ſtory, 
* 
4 
= 
6 
6 
4 


In a word, I never ſaw 
him in ſuch a paſſion before; but all 
his precautions gave me no uneaſi- 


neſs, being prepared on all hands, 
by giving my ſervant his inſtructions, 


and being well aſſured he would not 
betray me. | | 
« As to my uncle, though he threat- 
ened to go himſelſ to the place, he has 
not as yet proceeded any farther in the 
affair; his anger is over, or at leaſt 
he pretends as much. 


ter, and every thing which regarded 
you. I need not ſay, I did you jul- 
tice,” continued the count; on ſuch 
a ſubje& could any one have been re- 
ſerved! 
ſon was called over {ſeveral times; 
from whence I judged he recollected 
what had pafted in the village where 
he waited for his horſes. The con- 


me, made me forget hat you had 
related concerning that affair, and I 
gave him an exact likeneſs of you. 

This conformity ſet him on think- 
ing. If Iam not miſtaken,” cried 
he, „' there is no room to wonder at 
my ſon's paſſion for this gir!!““ I 
pretended to be ſurprized at the excla- 
mation; but the old marquis, either 


„ 


S > 
- 


willing to let me know is ſentiments, 
changed the difcourſe, and I retired 
exceedingly pleaſed with extricating 
myſelf fo well out of this ückliſh 
affair.“ 8 

The aſſurance Saint Fal gave, that 
his uncle's indignation ſeemed appeaſed, 
made me {omething eatyv, © Whatever 
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He was very 
inquiſitive as to your beauty, charac- 


The deſcription of your per- 


fukon into which his firſt onſet threw. 


becauſe he miltruſted me, or was un 
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reaſon I have to believe that to be the 
caſe,” continued the count, © I ſhall be 
continually on my guard: we have a 
ſubtle, crafty politician, to deal with ; 
and leſt he ſhould impoſe upon me, 
I ſhall be very careful not to give him 
any handle for ſuſpecting the fincerity 
with which I have pretended to act in 
this affair. Upon this account, I 
never left him fince yeſterday; to- 
morrow he goes to Parts, and I ſhall 
take the opportunity of his ablence, 
to ſpend the day, lovely Jenny, with 
you, in order to ſettle your little af- 
fairs.“ | 

The word ſettle reminded me of what 
this generous perſon had already done 
for nie. Good God, Sir!' replied I, 
what will you think of me! Jam, as 
you may ſee, in the greateſt confuſion 
imaginable, for being fo backward in 
making my acknowledgments for your 
favours, of which I have a far greater 
ſenſe than I can poſſibly expreſs. '— 
Ah, Mademoiſelle!* cried Saint Fal, 
interrupting me, „your bare remem— 
bering them is too great a return; Ibeg 
* we may lay no more of ſuch tiifles,'— 
I look upon them in a far different 
light,” replied I; but ſtill ſome me- 
lancholy reflections overpower my gra- 
titude, and give me very cruel alarms, 
1 have already ſaid,” continued J, 
that all the grandeur of the world 
ſhall never draw me from the rules [ 
have preſcribed to myſelf; and if your 
views No; once for all,” re- 
plied Saint Fal in the ſincereſt manner, 
my word and honour is your ſecurity; 
© the which, aſſure yourſclf, I am not 
c 
£ 
7 
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capable of violating; and I conſent to 

be looked upon as the wortt of man- 

kind, if ever any behaviour of mine 
* contradicts this proteſtation I have the 
© honour of making to you.,'—* On 
© theſeterms,” replied I, very much en- 
couraged, I ſhall take a pleature in 
* ſreing you, and abſtracting from the 
* ſentiments you have formerly exprel}- 
Jed, ſo oppoſite to thoſe in my own 
© breaſt, I ſhall take a pleaſure in not 
hiding any thing from you. '—* Alas!“ 
cried the count with great earneſtneſs, 
let that be no hindrance; on the con- 
* trary, charming Jenny! ſuch a confi- 
* dence would afford me the greatclt 
* 
o 
* 
0 


conſolation: how happy ſhould I be 
to poſſeſs it! The effedis af love are 
as various as the perſons it influences, 
and in me widely different from what 
| the) 
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© they are in others. I was always of 
© opinion, that to love for one's own 
© ſake merited no return: for it is pro- 
© perly ſelf-love, where one's ow.) hap- 


© pineſsis the end purſued ; as it is felt- 


© intereſt, not that of the object beloved, 
© which is conſulted, The proof ot a 


« diſintereſted paſſion is to promote tbe 


* happineſs of a miſtreſs, even in oppo = 
© ſition to our own deſires: judge, then, 
* too lovely creature, what kind of paſ- 
© fton I entertain in your regard; it is 
« your ſatisfaction, it is your own hap- 
« pine(s, I ſtudy. Ves, continued the 
count, ſeizing my hands, * you ſhall ſee 
me ſtrive as eagerly to promote your 
union with him you Jove, as if my 
own happineſs immediately depended 
on it, It is true, in lohng you I loſe 
all that is dear to me in lite; but I 
ſhall have the comfort of reflecting, 
that in point of diſintereſtedneſs and 
generoſity I tand unrivalied,” 

Sentiments ſo delicate, ſo fefineꝗ, and 
ſo new to me, raiſed an admiration that 
filence alone could exprefs. © An! can 
* you doubt my ſincerity ?* continued 
the count. You make me no anſwer. 
Will you exclude me from the cont - 
dence you mentioned, one of the fa- 
vours, alas! I can only expect? The 
ſentiments J have juſt now expreited, 
however commendable in the theory, 
you perhaps imagine impracticable. 
My behaviour thus far, my late pro- 
teſtations, all betray ſome ſecret views. 
Yes, ſuch I have, too charming crea- 
ture! Shall. I acknowledge them?“ 
continued Saint Fal, rifing up; © will 
© you be convinced of what I have ſaid, 
© if J pour out the ſecret motions of my 
© foul ?!—* Well, then,* replied I, ter- 
ribly alarmed, hat is it you hope for? 
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© You ought to know me, and conſe- 


© quently not to flatter yourſelf that 1 


ſnould ever— Ah, Midemoilelle!* 


cried Saint Fal, interrupting me, © hear 
© what I have to ſay; do not ſuſpect that, 
© under an apparent probity, a villain 
© lies hid! I love you, I adore you! 
your charms have vanquiſhed me, an: 
© to preſerve you, I would facrifice rank 
© and fortune a thouſand times over ; 
© but I would owe this happineſs to 
© your own choice, and not to any im- 
© portunity of mine. I am pertuaved 


that, had not your inclination for my 


couſin prevented me, I might one day 
© have been ſo happy as to gainFour 
* favour; but the probity on which 1 


value myſelf, and my ſingular way of 
thinking, have reigned in my paſſion, 
though not extinguiſned my hope; on 
this is regulated my preſent conduct, 
and that which T ſhall obſerve till Fate 
* thall leave me no poſſibility of poſſeſſ- 
ing you. Not that I wiſh: the mar- 
quis may change; and much leſs, that 
death ſhould raviſh him from you: 
knowing, as I do, and in the ſentiments 
Iprofels, it would be deſiring your 
unhappineſs. But the events of life 
are ſo various, and ſo continually ſub- 
Ject to change, that ſuch a thing may 
naturally happen: in either of theſe 
unfortunate caſes, may I not reaſona- 
bly hope that you would one day call 
to wind the purity of my ſentiments, 
the iervices Thad done, or at leaſt en- 
deavoured to have done; and that then 
preſenting a heart, which J may ven 
© ture to fay would not have been diſ- 
© agreeabie, had you not been preju- 
dickd in favour of another, you would 
6 
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crown a paſſion that never was inſpir- 

ed to be unfortunate?“ 

The count's laſt words were uttered 
with ſo much tenderneſs, that I was 
greatly affected. You are not miſ- 
taken, replied I with ſome emotion, 
and yielding one of my hands, Which 
Saint Fal bathed with his tears; you are 
* not miltaken in. relying on my grati- 
© tude, TI will ſay more; were not niv 
affections already engaged, I know no 
one but yourſelf could ſucceed in fix- 
ing them,'—* For the preſent this 
ſuffices,” cried Saint Fal, throwing 
himſelf at my feet; © I am leſs wreteh- 
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© ed: this acknowledement affords re. 


© lef, and tranſports me, How, charm. 
ing Jenny! may I flatter myſel. 
Heavens! what do I hear?” cried a 
voice from the door, which was halt 
open; I am betrayed! Perfidious erœa- 
« ture! I will never ſee thee more.” 

The ſound of the voice, the cruel 
apoſtrophe, the ſudden diſappearing of 
him who ſpoke, the poſture the count 
was in when I was ſurprized, all toge- 
ther, made me ſtart up and fly to the 
door. Alas, 1 am undone!” cried I, 


_ diſcovering the marquis as he made off, 


This unexpected apparition ſtruck ſuch“s 

2 terror into me, that I muſt have ſenk 
upon the floor, had not a ſopha luckily 
received me. Saint Fal, no leſs ſur- 
prized than myſelf, ran to my aſſiſtance. 
© Al, Sir!” cried I, leave me, and fol- 
* low your Kinſman; he believes me 


* guwty, 


138 
4 guilty, and deteſts me; of all which you 
care the cauſe. O Heavens! I am quite 
£ exhauſted ; I am plunged in deſpair.” 

Saint Fal did not hefitate a moment : 
he ran down ſtairs, and preſently over- 
took the marquis. I would fain have 
got on my feet to prevent a quarrel, 
which their, high words gave me too 
much reaſon to apprehend, but the ago- 
ny 1 was in rendered it impraQuicable.. 
My waiting-woman came up in a vio- 
Jent agitation : ſhe put the finiſhing hand 
to my misfortunes, by acquainting me, 
that Saint Fal and an officer, as ſhe call- 
ed the marquis, were gone out diſput- 
ing; and, by the fury viſible in the mar- 


quis's countenance, ſhe really believed 


2 duel would enſue. At this terrible 


news I exerted myſelf, and ran to the 


window to bring them back ; but, alas! 
they were ſo far gone, that it would 
have been in vain to call after them. 
Ah, Heavens !'cried I, not obſerving 
I betrayed myſelf before a ſervant I had 
no reaſon to conhde in, 
come of me, if I loſe all that is dear 
c to me in this life Go, Mademoiſelle, 
laid I to my woman; loſe not a mo- 
© ment! run, and endeavour to bring 
* them back !'—* God forbid !* replied 
Brochan, with an air of diſdain; it 


© would be very fine, truly, to ſee young 
© women running after ſuch ſparks, If 


© had imagined I was hired to be en- 
c gaged in theſe kind of adventures, I 


4 would never have darkened the doors.” 


After this comfortable harangue ſhe left 
the room, muttering to herſelf, but ſo 
loud as to let me hear ſeveral ſhockin 
expreſſions, 5 Fo 

Let any one imagine the condition I 
was in! I knew not what to do. 
go after them,” ſaid I to mylelf, to 
E what purpoſe? Put the cafe, I reach 
© them whilſt they are engaged, as they 
E certainly are, ought not 1 to appre- 
© hend my preſence will only ſerve to 
© redouble the marquis's. fury, and 


©. haſten ſome tragical event? He thinks 


© me perfidious; what effect can my 
« prayers have on him? Again, how 


© ſhall I be looked upon here?” I re- 


flected, that though the prying Madame 
De Geneval ſhould happen not to be at 
home when the marquis and Saint Fal 
went out, I mult expect that prude Bro- 
chan would not fail to inform her of 
all that had pafled, What would not 
be the conſequence? Women, eſpecial. 


ly thoſe of my landlady's character, 
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what will be- 


S - 
2 © 


not make any reply. Her huſband, who 


© It would have been much better,” 4 
I to mylcir, to have gone to A mona - 


—ͤ — __ 


ſnew no mercy on ſuch occaſicns. In 
fine, I knew not which way to turn my- 
ſelf. Sometimes J relied on Saint Fa!'s 
prudence and fincere attachment to me; 
then again all hope vaniſhed, when ] 
conſidered him vigorouſly attacked, as 
J had reaſon to think, and under an ab- 
folute neceſſity. of defending himſelf, I - 
walked about my room in a violent agi. 
tation, muſing on all theſe particulars; 
when, to compleat my misfortunes, La 
Geneval, notwithſtanding her former 
politeneſs, entered without the leaſt cere- 
mony, and aſked very haſtily the mean- 
ing of what ſhe had juſt been informed 
of ; adding, ſomething drily, ſhe would 
not for the world any untoward atiair 
ſhould happen, wherein her name coule 
be brought in queſtion : ſhe told me, her 
houſe was not deſigned for ſuch purpo- 
ſes; and that ſhe took it heinoully ill, 
that M. De Saint Fal ſhould expoſe i 
houſe to any ſuch inconveniences, 

To all this I anſwered not a word: 
I was fo confounded, that I could rt 
deviſe the leaſt pretence to give a f4- 
vourable turn to what I was repronciicd, 
with. La Geneval, taking my ſilence 
for a tacit acknowledgment of what 
ſhe thought of me, perhaps confirmed in 
it by the remarks of my devout wait- 
ing- woman, continued her diſcourle in 
ſo high a flrain, with ſo many bitter 
taunts and expreſſions, ſo very il]-timed, 
that not being much prejudiced in her 
favour, I took her up very ſhort for her 
impertinence; telling her, with a piercing 
look, to leave my room, that I waitcd 
for the count's return, and ſhould not 
fail to acquaint him with the civilities [ 
had received in the apartment he choſe 
for me, and where I had expected to be 
ſafe from any inſult. This was uttered 
with ſo much reſolution, that ſhe duft 


came in and heard part of what I ſaid, 
aſked very earneitly if any of his family 
had behared otherwiſe than with reſpect, 
T rhanked him very coldly for his con- 
cern, and perceiving his wife was going 
to open again, I retired to my ciolct, 
throwing the door after me; there I but 
into tears, and loſt myſelf in a train e 
reffections, ſurpaſſing each other in the 
anguiſh they occaſioned. 

Abandoned thus to myſelf, I look 
upon what had happened, as a punil. 
mant for accepting of Saint Fal's oiic!s 
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© ftery, which would have anſwered all 
« purpoſes : love and reaſon might have 
gone hand in hand; the old marquis 
« perhaps would have defiſted from per- 
£ ſecuting me, I muſt have ſuffered, it 
is true, from my averſion to a cloiſter; 
but virtue, being free from any alarms, 
would have affurded ſome comfort, in 
repreſenting me bemoaned and valued 


* 


ſervation was of ſuch conſequence. 
This day my ruin is compleated !? 
ontinued I, ſhedding a torrent of tears. 
What will he not think! What has he 
not room to imagine! He finds me in 
the hands of another; however inno— 
cent I may be, he ſurprizes him at my 
feet. Appearances are againſt me; 
be will never return.” | 
Three hours were ſpent in the moſt 
melancholy ſituation ; no account of 
what had paſſed, which my imagination 
repreſented very tragical, The ſtrict 
honour of Saint Fal was too notorious 
not to render it more than probable. I 
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could not forbear thinking he mutt have 


periſhed in the combat, ſince he thus 
left me a prey to racking uncertainty; 
this notion gathering ſtrength, let me 
into the conlequences of ſuch a terrible 
affair. It was natural to expect being 
ſeized, and made reſponſible tor what 
my 1magination repreſented to have 
happened, as the cauſe, though very 
innocent of the quarrel: in this caſe I 
had no room to flatter myſelf; on the 
contrary, it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe I 
ſhould find no favour, but meet with the 
ſevereſt treatment. 

Such juſt alarms produced other re— 
flections. I thought it Eñigh time to con- 
ſider ſeriouſly what I had to do. Flight 
ſeemed the belt grounded, as well as 
ſafeſt, and which conlequently I refoly- 
ed on. Money 1 did not want, (for I 
forgot to mention a purſe of gold I 
found in the commode :) but I repeat it 
once more, I was no longer that Jenny, 
miſtreſs of ſo much reiolution in any 
adventure: plenty, eaſe, conſulting my 
inclinations, had initilled ail the terrors 
and weakneſs uſual with yourg women 
of quality; I was even afraid of being 
left alone; I loved to be at my eale, 
an the apprehenſion of being otherwite 
gave me no [mall anxiety. A ſervice I 
could not think of with patience: and 
yet the only means which preſented 
t 1emlelyes, were a ſervice, or to work 


by a lover truly dear, and whoſe pre- 
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for a livelihood, What could I ſet a- 
bout? I knew nothing, and could ſcarce 
wait on myſelf, Tt Fonified nothing to 
debate the thing ; a thouſand obſtacles 
oppoſed themſelves to what my virtue 
pointed out: it did not yield, indeed, 
but maintained it's ground; yet, ſullied 
as it was by fo many concurring acci- 
dents, it no longer caſt forth thoſe bright 
rays it had formerly dorie, when not 


weighed down with the follies of the 


age. I ſaw plainly my wretched condi- 
tion, and bewailed it: but that was all; 
I came to no reſolution, | 

It was now near ten at night, and no- 
thing determined. I knew not which 
way to turn myſelf; overwhelmed as I 
was, I never thought of eating. My 
cook-maid (who was mightily taken 


with me from the firſt, and whoſe gocd- 


nature, which far ſurpaſſed that of my. 
waiting-woman, made her more conſide- 
rate and attentive) came to look for me 
in my cloſet, 
to enter into a detail of what paſſed be- 
tween us, as it proved afterwards to be 
of conſequence, 5 Lady of ours !* ſaid 
ſhe very innocently, * do people live here 


© on the air? Why your ſupper has 
Jetu- 


© been ready theſe two hours. 
* Maria!” cried ſhe, holding her can- 
dle to my face, © you are all in tears! 
Can perſons at your age have any 
thing to trouble them? Mercy on us ! 
what will become of others, when 
ſuch ſweet babes take things to heart ? 
Juſt Heavens! I am rarely fitted, 
truly; out of the frying-pan into the 
fire: my laſt miſtreſs was always 
grumbling, growling, ſnarling, and 
throwing things about; this here cries 
like a child ! Patience every one has 
their humour, But, in plain truth, 
what makes you take on thus? You 
want for nothing, Have you not 
a goad lodging, well furniſhed;z a 
large income? As for youth or beau- 


E 


go from home: ſo that you are much to 
be pitied truly! Pies on't, what would 
you do if you were in my place, ſim- 
ple as I ſtand here? Gracious Sa- 
viour!' continued the good-natured 
warrant ye, all this is for the loſs of 
* her huſband! Well, he is gone, and 
there is an end on't. For one cold one, 
there are a thouſand warm ones, We 
{han't miſs our market; we live, Hea- 
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I ſhall make no difficulty 


ty, Heaven be praiſed, we need not 


creature, with tears in her eyes, I. 
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ven be praiſed, in a.country where 
they are as plentiful as the miſeries of 
© a'kiichen-wench !? 

J could not forbear ſmiling at my 
maid's compariſons and manner of 
comforting me. I told her, however, to 
leave me, and that I did not intend to 
eat. Then I muſt een faſt too,“ con- 
tinued ſhe; * for it would not be right 
© in me to regale whilſt my good miſ- 
© treſs is in affliction. Well, well, it 
6 won't kill me; if I go without my 
© ſupper to-night, I'Il eat two to mor- 
row. Barbara (tor that was her name) 
left me ſaying this. Her compaſſion 
moved me; I called her back, and or- 
dered her to go to ſupper. © Coine, then, 
faid'ſhe, * we'll compound the matter: 
© if you'll but ſup a porringer ot broth, 
Fil undertake to eat as much as any 

four in the pariſh; otherwiſe I can 

out- faſt our curate, the greateſt peni- 


good man, if he did not love money, 
and here and there a pretty girl: you 
know what I mean. If it were not 


might have been a ſaint long ago; 
but, like the reſt of the world, he 


not be ſo much to blame as people 
pretend En = 

1 endeavoured a ſecond time to fend 
Barbara away, loſing allpatience through 
her nonſenſe. When we are under at- 
fliction, every thing incommodes us; 
but this day I was deſtined to be em- 
broiled. Be gone!” ſaid I very ha- 
ſtily; do you think I have nothing to 


do but © Wei}, Madam, I1 am 


gone, laid ſhe without ſtirring an 
inch; © I ſee foul weather gathering, 
£ and you muſt be obeyed, How one 
may be deceived | I could haveſworn, 
with ſo much good-nature in your 
face, you would never be angry: but 
they ſay, one ſhould never judge of 


when you have a mind, you can ſcold 
as well as another, Heavens be praiſ- 
£ ed! women of my rank,” that was her 
expreſſion, are born to ſuffer, I lived 
© with one Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, 
£ who, like you——— * Mademoiſelle 
6 D Elbieux?” cried I, ſtruck with the 
name; * where is ſhe ?'—+ Why, are 


you acquainted with her?“ anſwered 


Barbara. No, faid I, diſſembling the 


„truth; © but a friend of mine knows 


$ her, '— 50 much the better, it you 
1 


„ 


„ K π -- 


tentiary in all the country, and a very 
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for ſuch little fooleries, they ſay, he * ſeit with, except one of my nieces, 


loves himſelf; and, after all, he may 


is better than à golden girdle.” 


people by their looks; and, I fancy, 


of broth, I received it in an obliging 
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are not acquainted,* re,plied Barbara; 
ſhe is a malicious miſs, or lady, 
. which you pleaſe, now ſhe is mar. 
ried : our village has a g ood riddance 
of her; ſke plagued us out of our 
lives when ſhe came to pa ſs the ſum- 
mer there, which was only every year,” 
—* What is the name of your village?“ 
ſaid I, extremely furprized th. at what I 
heard ſhould agree fo well with the place 
of my birth, If you imagite I have 
forgot, Madam,” replied Barba ra, you 
are miſtaken; my memory 18 not ſo 
* ſhort, nor is it ſo long ſince 1 came 
© from thence: it is called D; and 
© though the leaſt in the foreſt of VWon- 
© tainzbleau, is not behind-hand vvith 
© the beſt of them; a perfect little pa- 
© rxaciſe on carth, I long to end niy 
days there: but patience! all in good 
time, if God grants my life; every 
* thing has it's day; ſomething muſt 
© be laid up to prevent ſtarving, We 
© are poor folks, it is true, but ve 
© honeſt; and our family, God be 
* praiſed ! has nothing io repioach it- 


Lad 


* who has made noiſe enough, and they 
© ſay will make her fortune: but there 
is not one of us would be in her place; 
for it is a proverb in our village, More 
« honour and leſs money; a good name 


Upon this ſhe went away. Let any 
one imagine the conſternation I was in 
to fiud my cook-maid to be my own 
aunt; for, by what ſhe ſaid, ſhe was my 
father's ſiſter. This is one of thoſe ac- 
cidents, which are leaſt expected, and 
make the deepeſt impreſſion. I could 
have wiſhed to have entereda little more 
into particulars with this good-natured 
imple relation; but I thought it proper 
to take another opportunity of aſk- 
ing abundance of queſtions, which oc- 
curred, My head was too much per- 
plexed to take the neceſſary precautions 
prudence would ſuggett, in order to 
prevent betraying myſelf in ſuch a con- 
verſation, 5 

Good natured Barbara, or rather my 
aunt, preſently brought me a porringc 


manner, and hehaved to her with great 
tenderneſs. She went away, wearing 
I had pleaſed her better than if I had 
beſtowed an Agnus on her: this was 
laying a great deal for her, being vet) 
fond of relicks, though her devotion 
was well ordered, and no way _ 

plivg 


,yotion 
reſens 


pling 


bling the preciſe ſeverity of Mademoi- 


ing-woman. 

I was no ſooner left alone, but I was 
buried again in reflections. Various 
projects were formed in my diſturbed 
imagination: ſometimes I was for dif- 
covering myſelf without ceremony to 
my aunt, and going back with her to 


the village; the next moment, I was 


for retiring to a monaſtery, and con- 
cealing myſelf ſo well, as never to be 
heard of more; then, again, I reſolved 
to write to Madame De G-—, or to 


go to her, and beg to be received as a 


jervant, In a word, twenty different 
ſchemes preſented themſelves, but I had 


not courage to fix upon any one of 


them. | 

My laſt reſolution, after a long ftrug- 
gle, was to go to Paris, and ſnut my» 
ſelf up in ſome room, where I might 
learn to work, till I kad recovered my- 
ſelf ſufficiently to determine what was to 
be done. This refolution taken, I dried 
up my tears, and then began a letter 
to the marquis: I juſtified myſelf in a 


handſome manner, and concluded with 


aſſuring him, that ſince he had thought 
fit to ſuſpect my conduct, he mould ne- 
ver ſee me more. 

In the ſame packet J incloſed another 
directed to Monſieur De Saint Fal, where 
I returned him thanks for all his civili- 
ties, and aſſured him, that whatever be- 
fel me, they ſhould always be freſn in my 
memory. I told him, that it was with 


the greateſt regret I deprived myſelf of 


io generous and diſintereſted a friend; 
and added, that I ſhould do him the 
juſtice to flatter myſelf, that notwith- 
ſtanding what the world might think fit 
to ſay of me, he would ſcorn to condemn 


me on bare appearances, as his Kinſman 


had done. This offence provoked me 


ſo much, that it was frequently men- 


tioned in both my letters. | 
I was going to ſeal them, My deſign 
was to leave them on my totlette; to 


pretend the next morning to take the 


air; to lock up my apartment, and fend 
the keys to generous Saint Fal, that he 
might withdraw his effects; and after 


thete proper meaſures, to take a place 


an the coach for Paris: I was beginning, 


I ſay, to order theſe affairs,” when my 


aunt came haſtily into the room, telling 
me to dry up my tears; that ine had 


| learned the occation of them trum Ma— 


dame De Geneval's ſervant ; that I had 
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ſelle Brochan, my crols-grained wait- 
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nothing to do but to be merry, for that 


the danger I apprehended was all over. 


I aſked Barbara, with great earneſtneſs, 
from whence ſhe had learned all this. 
© Here,” ſaid ſhe, pointing to Saint Fal 
and the marquis, who that moment en- 
tered the room, © here is a convincing 
proof of what I ſay. God be praiſed, 
you are eaſy, and that witch Brochan's 


© heart will burſt with ſpleen !“ 


I gave no attention to what ſhe ſaid; 
the marquis was at my feet; he had 
ſeized my hands; endeavoured to ſpeak, 
but was not able, nor was I to prevent 
his careſſes; my tears alone could force 
their way, no deſpicable language on 
ſuch an occaſion. | 
_ Saint Fal was full filent ; leaning on 
the back of my chair, from whence I 
had not power to riſe, he ſeemed to wait 
the reſult of the firſt emotion. I have 


© brought you back,” ſaid he to me, a 
o 


ment, and I had no difficulty in con- 


his affections. Twenty times he has 
bluſhed to think he could ſuſpect your 
conduct; and we ſhould have been 
here four hours ago, had we not met 
with my uncle. I eaſily foreſaw how 
much you muſt ſuffer from your appre- 
henſions, and ſhould have ſent word 
of our being prevented from waitin 
immediately on you through fear of 
giving the old marquis any room to 
ſuſpect us, but that we thought ſuch 
a commiſſion of too great conſequence 
to be entruſted with a ſtranger, 

* Recover yourſelf, then, Mademoi- 
ſelle; dry up your tears, and enjoy 
without dilturbance the pleaſure of 
ſeeing a lover again, who deſerves you, 
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as by the greatneſs of his paſſion.” 
Saying this, Saint Fal left us, promiſing 
me to return the next day. He went, 
as he faid, to meet his uncle, in order 
to give the marquis an opportunity of 
diſcourſing with me. My heart was fo 
full, and fo much afflicted with the pre- 
{znce of a lover too dear to me, that I 
was ſcarce able to return a bow to this 
generous friend. | 5 
At any other time, I would not hav 
been left alone with the marquis; but 
then I was in a different way of think- 
ing: I felt a ſecret joy to find myſelf 
acquitted in his mind, and wiſhed to 


hear it confirmed. By tears were no. 
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tender and a faithful lover, Appear- 
ances impoſed on him but for a mo- 
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longer the effect of deſpair ; the trouble 
I was in ſeemed a pleaſing kind of 
melancholy, and afforded a ſatisfaction. 
How delightful mult that pleaſure be 
which comes in the room of misfortunes 
that were expected! This period of my 
life is never reflected on but with the ute 
moſt content. 

The moment I am writing ſuch an 
intereſting paſſage of my memoirs, this 
a admired lover, this huſband, in hom 
I am now happy, ſurprizes me in my 
cloſet, He ſmiles at my perplexity in 
properly expreſſing ſo momentons an 
_ epoch. He ſays he will aſſiſt my 
memory on. this occaſion, He takes 
the pen; he writes; he will not be 
refuſed : though he were not ſo dear 
to me as he really is, he muſt be obey- 
ed. Thus, indulgent reader, or ſevere 
eritick, you muſt not wonder, if the 
ſtyle in the following ſheets is not al- 
ways alike: the marquis of L. V. is ſo 
complaiſant as to aſſiſt me often in the 
execution of this work. Tam ſenſible 
this digreſſion, as well as my frank 
confeſſion above, is not entirely accord- 
ing to rule; but is there any to be ob- 
ſerved when the heart ſpeaks? I ſhould 
chuſe to break through it, 1ather than 
Joſe an opportunity of mentioning the 
molt amiable of huſbands. But, to re- 
turn. ; | 
I was fo tranſported, as I mentioned 


above, to {ee a lover again whom I gave 


over for Joſt, that I never thought till 
now of making him riſe. 
utmoſt endeaveurs to prevail on him to 


change ſo painful a poſture; but, preſ- 


fing my hands, he anſwered, No, 
charming Jenny, I will die at your 
feet, if you refuſe to pardon the cruel 
outrage I have committed. I acknow- 
ledge myſelf the worſt of mankind. I 
thought you capable of perfidy; I ima« 
gined my couſin in poſſeſſion of that 
only treaſure I covet, and after which 
I have ſighed fo long. Alas! what 
did I not think? How difficult is it 
to be impartial when in love! I own 


you, and that alone ſhould have pre- 
vented my indulging ajealouſy. which 
appearances hurried to an extremity.” 

What did not my heart feel whilſt the 
marquis made his apology ! How grace- 
fully did he acquit himſelt! A heart of 
marble muſt have been moved at what 
he ſaid on that ſubject. Happy are thoſe 
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I uſed my. 


ſuch ſuſpicions are highly criminal; I 
repeat it: J ought to have known 


young women whoſe inbred virtue and 
modeſty are their guard, or ſevere edu. 
cation ſupplies the want of ſuch happy 
diſpoſitions! Without one of thele re- 
ſtraints, I know not. (with confuſion I 
ſpeak it) how far I might have indulged | 
myſelf. The bluſhes ariſing from theſe 
too endearing reflections, were looked 
upon by the marquis as the marks of a 
reſentment ſtill ſubſiſting. A ſecond time 
he aſked if I forgave him. Yes, my 
© Jord,” anſwered I, hiding my face, *I 
do: at the ſame time let me beſeech 
you to forget the vexation my liſten 
ing to the count, your kinſman's ad- 
vice, has perhaps occaſioned; I am 
ſenſihle I ought to have been the fr(t 
to engage him in a punctual comp!t- 
ance with your father's deſigns; but 
that very inclination, that over-ruling 


* 


horror againſt a convent, which neceſ- 
farily implied an abſolute ſeparation 
from you. It is that very paſſion 
which you have inſpired, and has been 
hut too much cheriſhed, that endan- 
gered my forfeiting your eftzem by 
{ome indiſcretions.—“ No, adoriuhle 
Jenny !* replied the marquis, feat- 


ing himfelf by me, you are no way 
16 


to blame: ruin on your ſide, and de- 
* tpair on mine, mult have been the in- 
* evitable conſequence of your falling 
© into my father's hands. His deſign 
* was to ſhut you up for life. His mea- 
© ſures were ſo well concerted, and his 
orders would have been ſo punctually 
© obeyed, that I muſt have loſt you for 
ever. All this I learned but the other, 
© day: a ſervant of my father's, in 
© whom he much confides, knowing my 
very hifs lay at ſtake, let me into the 
© ſecret. Itook poſt immediately upon 
© it, and came but a few hours too late. 
© Imagine the deſpair which feized me, 
* whencoming to Madame De G 85 
© I found you gone. She was moved at 
© my condition; and it was from her J 
© learned Saint Fal's commiſſion : ſhe 
© had the precaution to engage my word 
© of honour, or I would have riſked 
© my life in extorting from him the place 
© where he had left you, I diſſembl:d 
« with him; ſer ſpies upon him; in fine, 
© diſcovered his haunts. It was I who 
came laſt night to enquire for you: to 
„ ſpeak the truth, all theſe practices, 
© the negle& or rather contempt of my 
© father's orders; the remaining at Ver- 
fa. lles, this lodging, all together, born. 
| . 6 Eu 


E a:G & aa aA ur M M 6 


„ aA A A K @. a „ „ 


%% 0.60. 2 „ „ee RG 


THE FORTUNATE 


© ed my head. Ah!” cried I to my- 
«© ſelf, “I am betrayed! Saint Fal has 
c taken advantage of the authority put 
« into his hand; Jenny was terrified 
« with it: my coufin is handſome z and 
« ſenny, perhaps, unfaithful.” This 


made me watch Saint Fal all night, 
When he came to Verſailles, I endea- 
voured to ſift him, but not getting 
any thing out of him, (for you was 
not then arrived) I blamed my own 
ſuſpicions. Thinking you was in 


upon coming to extremities,and break - 


ing my word, in order to force Saint 
Fal to diſcover where you were jecured, 


find him out; but hearing he was 
gone the evening before, and not ex- 
petting to overtake him, Irefolved to 


evils he had brought upon me. Hea- 
ven was mercitul, and ordered mat- 
ters otherwiſe : going out of the park, 
whither I went toindulge my thought- 
fulneſs, I had a fight of Saint Fal, 
walking with great emotion, 
lowed him, and found he entered here, 
by which means I dilcovered your 
lodging, 

This part of the uneaſineſs, lovely 
Jenny, you made me undergo, But 


to an elderly woman, who waits on 
you, and to whom I addiclied myſeit 
to let you know I was at the door, I 
learned from her, that you ſaw no- 
body; that the preceding -evening a 
nobleman had been refuſed ; and that 
Saint Fal alone had admittance, I 
would have told my name, and per— 
ſuaded her to let me in. She replied, 
that the count and you wete alone, 


terrupt you. All this was delivered 
in ſo myſterious a manner, as diſturb- 
ed me very much. Ten louis-d'ors, 


obſtacles ; the old woman, charm- 
ed at the fight of the gold, was ſo fur 
from continuing refractory, that of 
her own accord the propoied conceal- 
ing me, provided I gave my promiſe 
that I would never diſcover her com- 
plaiſance, nor what ſhe was going to 
impart to me. The more myſtery ſhe 
affected, the more my ſuſpicions in- 
creaſed, Give me leave to paſs over 
in ſilence the impertinence ſhe was 


notion, throwing me into deſpair, 


count I refuled all other viſits. 


ſome monaſtery, I began to leſolve 


With this deſign I endeavoured to 


wait his return, and then revenge the 
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I fol- 


judge of my delpair, when coming up 


and ſhe did not think proper to in- 


proffered and accepted, removed all. 
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* guilty of in your regard.“ Here 1 


interrupted the marquis; and would 
know what a ſervant could pretend to 
ſay of me, with whom ſhe had been but 
two days acquainted, It was with 
ſome difficulty the marquis ſatisfied me 
on this head; he owned that Brochan 
had given him to underſtand, that Saint 


Fal comforted me in my affliction for 


the loſs of a huſband, and upon that ac- 
For- 
* give me once more,” cried the mar- 
quis, ſeeing me moved at this detail; 
know very well T ought not to have 
given the leaſt credit to it; but one 
© would imagine every thing conſpired 
to involve me in guilt. I find Saint 
Fal at your feet; your expreſſions are 
endearing: he kifles your hand; you 
do not reſent it. Could any man, as 
much in love as mylelt, calmly be. 
hold ſo intereſting a ſcene ? But what 
_ col fay? Ought l to be ſurprized that 
my coulin ſhould wear your chains ? 
or, rather, ought I not to expe& as 
many rivals as there are men who be- 


© hold your charms ?? 


This diſcourle concluded with the 
tenderelt marks of the molt lively paſ- 
hon. The marquis expreſſed himſelf 
with ſo much ardour, as would not by 
any means agnit of the leaſt interrup— 
tion: however, I gained ſo much over 
myſelf, as to refer the teguel of a con- 
verlation, which concerned me ſo near « 
ly, to the next day, telling him it was 
paſt midnight, and that decency requir- 
ed he ſhould retire, Ever complaiſant 
and tractable, he obeyed, kiiing my 
hand. I plainly perceived, by his coun - 
tenance and addreſs, that he withed tor 
ſomething more, I thought 1 might 
allow him a kiſs, and turned my cheek 
to him; but with ſo much confuſion, 
that he eaſily perceived it was the firit fa- 
vour Jever bettowed on any man, and 
for winch he was entirely beholden to the 
tincerity oi my paſſion, . 

Tre emotion, occaſioned by ſo many 
different adventures, was too great to 
ſuffer me to enjoy tt at repoſe which might 
naturally arife from the endearing be- 
haviour of the warquis.  Hitherto gf 
bed been an entire. ranger to that mo- 
diſh complaint of the ladies, called va- 
pours ; but thts night I futficiently ex- 
perienced the vio ence of them, and it 
was day- break tetore 1 begon to reſt, 

Tender Barbara came io wake me 
about two in the aticinoon, alarmed at. 

| my 
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my profound ſleep. She informed me have heard ſome tidings of Melicourt, 
that Saint Fal had called in the morn- I inſormed the marquis into whole hands 
ing. I could not but admire his dif» I had delivered them, and thence (oK 
cretion; my ſimple aunt frankly own= an occaſion of acquainting him with 
ing it was not her fault, that he did not Lindamine's adventures. He had al- 
come into her bed-chamber; but he re- ready heard of them, and expreſſed him- 
' fuſed it, leſt, as he ſaid, my reſt might ſelf very much in her favour, 
be diſturbed. We have not many in- The converſation turned inſenſibly on 
ſtances of ſuch moderation: the mar- Saint Fal. If jealouſy were the ſtand— 
quis has ſince owned, he ſhould not ard of love, I ought to have been very 
have behaved ſo well. | well ſatisfied with the vivacity of the 
I took this opportunity of remon- marquis's paſſion. He afked a thou- 
ſtrating very mildly tomy aunt, that de- ſand queſtions concerning that of his 
cency required ſhe ſhould never ſuffer couſin : T anſwered them very ſincerely. 
any one to come into my chamber when I diſcovered that the detail gave him 
' I was in bed. As ſhe meant no harm, pain; but, at the ſame time, I obſerved 
this was ſufficient to make her promiſe with pleaſure he did Saint Fal juſtice; 
to be more upon her guard forthe future. even fo far as to tell me, that Saint 
TI was fitting down to dinner, when Fal's honour was ſo much to be rele 
the marquis came in, more amiable than on, that though he knew him to be his 
ever; his dreſs was exccedingly genteel, rival, and was himſelf inclined to be 
and the ſatisfaction viſible in his coun- jealous, yet if my affairs required it, he 
tenance gave him ſo charming an air, as ſhou!4 not heſitate a moment to leave me 
could not but with difficulty be with- in his power, I anſwered with a ſmile, 
ſtood. His converſation was lively and that my way of thinking was a ſuffl- 
affecting. TI aſſured him, as often as he cient governeſs, To which he replicd 
defired, of my reconciliation. How dear with the ſame good-humovr, he did not 
and fleeting are thy moments ſpent with queſtion it, but that his chief dependance 
thoſe we love! The clock firuck four, was on the regard, he flattered himſelf, 
when we had fill a Thouſand things to I had for him. I remember I looked 
ſay, and were ſo taken up with cach on him, at that inſtant, with ſo much 
other, that if Barbara had not reminded tenderneſs, that he might eaſily diſcern 
me of dinner, I mould have paſſed the the natural modeſty of the ſex hid from 
whole day without eating. The mar- him a part of what then paſſed in my 
quis made a thouſand apologies for hav- breaſt. | 
ing undeſignedly given occafion for this The emotion I perceived in his eyes 
delay. I aſked him with a ſmile, whe- making me apprehenſive leſt my own 
ther he would venture on ſuch a meal as had betrayed me, and he ſhould reflect 
was ready, He was tr:mſ{ported at my we were alone, I aſked him, in order to 
propoſal, thinking himſ lf much oblig- divert his thoughts another way, whe 
ed. Barbara, whom J 3:d not bluſi io- ther he could, with as little difficulty, 
call aunt, was ordered ro ſe ve up dinner give an account of his own behaviour, 
immediately. We fat clown: to table; as I had done of mine. What ac- 
and love, as will eaſily be imagined, fup- „count can I give you,“ replied the 
plied the place of n third perſon. After marquis, but of a great deal of impa- 
dinner, we entert:ined each cher with © tience and vexation ? Several copies of 
the detail of all that had palied fince © letters wrote to my charming Jenny, 
our ſeparation. Adventures, ret ections, “ but prudentially ſuppreſſed ??—* Have 
nothing was omitted, not even Saint © a care,” rephed J, looking very ear- 
Agnes's hiſtory, wv hich I relatea' to the nelily at him, what you ſay, I have 
marquis, and the 1 hare I had in every been informed of a certain fair lady 
thing which regard ed that dear friend. „at Pont a Mouſſon who was altogether 
My lover aſſured me that, in confulera- indifferent to you: that you found a 
tion of our mutual | riendſhip, he would “ good deal of amuſement in thoſe parts; 
employ all his ints reſt for ſetting aſide “ and that another lady - * Good 
her vows, and fſceny 2d much concerned © God!” cried the marquis, interrupting 
that J had not by me the letters entruſt- me, and ſmiling, who could have told 
ed to my care, for tl at he would have “ ypu ali theſe itories? I know none 
diſpaiched Dubois exp res to the Me—— 7 but Dubois capable of making ſuch 
with them, as they wi re directed, and “ blunders, He has been 2 8 
| | | « 1 up- 
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J ſuppoſe, with the adventures that 
© country furniſhed; and as they are 
© frequent enough, he has brought me 
© in by head and ſhoulders, in order to 
© diſcover whether your regard for me 
© would take the alarm.*—* A very no- 
© table turn, truly! cried I, vghing, 
© This introduction to what you ſhall 
© think fit to relate makes me——_.' 
Alas, lovely Jenny!* replied the mar- 
quis very earneltly, this is too ſerious 
© a ſubje& to jeſt with. Can you ima- 
© vive, that where you poſſeſs the heart 
© of one whoſe ſtrict honour equals 
© mine, there can be any room for other 
objects?“ I am willing, my lord,” 
replied I, * to credit what you ſay ; ne- 
© 'vertheleſs, I ſhall not diſpenſe with 


© your giving a detail of your ſtay in 
« Lorraine,* I was very preſſing on this 


ſubject. Whatever ſelf-love might die- 
tate, I would not rely on the power of 
my charms; or perbaps I ſought the 
pleaſure of having a farther confirma- 
tion of a paſſion already fo endearing, 
Be it as it will, my lover ſeeing me ob- 
ſtinately bent on hearing the relation, 
thought fit to ſatisfy my curioſity in the 


| following words. 


© The detail of my adventures, charm- 
ing Jenny, will not be very long. A 
profound melancholy ſeized me on my 
arrival in Lorraine: I ſeldom went 
out of my chamber except to church. 


Dubois, ſeeing me pine away, thought 


c 
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c 
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© proper to engage me to take the air 
© and ſee company. Finding me averſe 
© to what he propoſed, and obſerving 
© me to grow worſe and worſe, he ap- 
« plied to a phyſician of note in the 
© town where we were, and entreated 
© him to come to me. In order to pre- 
: pare me for the reception, he ſaid, I 
£ 
6 
0 
6 
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might, if I pleaſ:d, bury myſelf alive; 


but that I could not refuſe viſits, and 
muſt expect them z though, according 
to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom, I ought to 
have prevented thoſe who ſhewed me 
that civility. 

© The apprehenſion I was under, leſt 
my valet de chambre ſhould have 
made me guilty of ill- breeding, by in- 
viting in my name any one to viſit me, 
occaſioned my giving him a ſevere re- 
primand. The gentry of thoſe parts are 
people of worth, but very nice in point 
of punctilio; and I ſhould have been 
unwilling to have given any offence, 
for ſeveral reaſons, Dubois maye me 
eaſy, by aſſuring me, that he was vo 
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* way blameable as to this particular, 
* having only deſired a phyſician to call 
upon me. At that inſtant the doQor 
ſent in his name: he entered the room 
very genteelly ; but I little expected 
ſo much pleaſantry from him. His 
name is Le Lorrain, proper enough to 
remind him of the place of his birth. 
Inſtead of phyſick, this merry compa- 
nion propoſed a party of pleaſure. He 
ſaid, I was not fit to keep my cham- 
ber, but muſt take the air, to which 
the fine weather invited me: that his 
firſt preſcription was, that I ſhould go 
every day to a little box he had at a 
ſmall diſtance, where I might poſſibly 
meet with good company; that good 
wine and fine women were admirable 
remedies in all hypochondriack caſes. 
Every phraſe was ſeaſoned with a 
ſmile, and the tongue moiſtening his 
lips, ſerved for commas and points. 
In a word, lovely Jenny, I never met 
with ſo jocoſe a phyſician, I was fo 
taken with him, and his eaſy beha- 
viour was fo agreeable, that I made 
him dine with me, All the while we 
were at table, he entertained me with 
ſeveral diverting 3 In the 
evening we went to his country -houſe, 
and found ſome good company. I 
did not perceive the ladies were in the 
leaſt aukward, as they are generally re- 
preſented: their dreſs was very faſhion 
able; their accent, 1t 1s true, not ſo 
good as at Paris; nevertheleſs, I muſt 
own that, in point of good-breeding 
and politeneſs, they are no way infe- 
rior to the Pariſians. | 

«* My phyſician dined with me the 
next day, He preſcribed for me with 
his uſual facetiouſneſs; and for the firſt 
time I was prevailed upon to have re- 
courſe to an apothecary's ſhop. I 
found great benefit from what I took, 
and never enjoyed a better ſtate of 
health. It were to be wiſhed that all 
our doors behaved in this manner, 
Beſides his great ſkill, he has the knack 
of putting his patients in good heart, 
which is at leaſt half a cure. 

© In the affairs of life, the firſt ſtep is 
all. Though melancholy, ariſing from 
your abſence, hung upon re, yet I, 
had a reliſh for company; but what 
chiefly drew me frequently to one par- 
ticular houſe was, the near reſem- 
© blance which the Counteſs de Cha- 
© ree's eldeſt daughter has of you, in 
every thing except her temper and 
1 by © heights 
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height: I thought I ſaw you when- 
© ever I was in her company. This 
young lady's filters are perſons of 
© preat merit. Mademoiſelle de Charte, 
© the youngeſt, is made up of charms ; 
© her brother as fine a gentleman as 
* any I know: the mother of this amia- 
ble family, to a great decorum, joms 
graceful behaviour beyond imagi- 
ation. I muſt leave you to judge 
how well I was pleaſed with ſo en- 

© gaging a family; and, indeed, I ſpent 
moſt of my time there with a ſelect 
ſet of acquamtance: among the reſt, 
I had the pleaſure of Count De la Me- 
ſon's company; Mademoiſelle De Sa- 


of beauties, and was no leſs diſtin- 
guiſhed by her wit than her charms. 

The molt intimate of my acquain- 
tance, and who remain ſuch, are Meſ- 
heurs De Gombervault, D*Atel, and 
Deflandres, I bad been very inti- 
mate with a certain gentleman, named 
Saint Alu, a perſon of worth; but 
our friendſhip ſuffered from ſome ill- 
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broke off by conſtructions as wrong 
made as underſtood. | 
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* The juſtifying my character to you, 
is of too great concern not to demand 


a ſuccinct account of this rupture; 
perhaps you are not of the ſame opi- 
nion with me in an affair of this na- 


my conduct. I always looked upon 
it as a principle, that whoever breaks 
with his friend, infringes the eſta- 
bliſhed laws of ſociety. In conſide- 
ration of the firſt engagements, every 
thing ſhould be overlooked; but if 
thoſe ties are to be laid aſide, as in- 
compatible with honour and reputa- 


do him juſtice, without the leaſt at- 
tempt to do it himſelf; for whoever 
undertakes his own juſtification, after 
breaking with his friend, only endea- 


thoſe he makes judges of his caſe: 
this he cannot effect without defam- 
ing his friend, and conſequently com- 
mits a fault againſt a juſt delicacy of 
ſentiments, his own choice, and felf- 
intereſt ; againſt proper ſentiments, 
by putting himſelf into the woeful 
neceſſity of being an informer on one 
«© fide, and his own panegyriſt on the 
other; againſt his choice, by aacitly 
# acknowledging himſelf miſtaken in 
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grounded fuſpicions, and was finally 


ture, and conſequently may condemn 


tion, a man ſhould leave the world to 


vours to prejudice in his favour all 


7 P GS HAIG 065548 0 ® 


COUNTRY MAID. 


chuſing his friend; and, finally, againſt 
ſelf-intereſt, by ſetting up judges, who 
may very poſſibly condemn his con- 

duct. | | 

© From what I have advanced, lovely 

Jenny, this may be gathered: that J 

blame any man who breaks with his 

friend; much more him who ſeeks to 
juſtify himſelf for doing it z but moſt 

of all, him who gives occaſion to the 

rupture. However, when a man, with- 
out being wanting in thoſe duties to 

which friendſhip obliges him, hap - 

pens to loſe his friend through a ca- 

priciouſneſs not to be excuſed, and 

the rupture, becoming publick, may 

tarniſh his honour, or that eſteem all 

polite people are fond of; then he 

may be allowed to juſtify his conduct, 

obſerving always the cautions before 

given, to prevent his character being 

called in queſtion, and loſing thoſe 
favourable prejudices which introduce 

us to the ſweets of civil ſociety, or the 
ſecret ſprings that animate a reputa- 

tion of benevolence, to which we are 
allowed by honourable methods to 
aſpire. „ 

This laſt was exactly my caſe, 

deareſt Jenny, at Pont a Mouſſon. | 

mentioned to you the great friendſhiy 
between Monſieur De Saint Alu and 
me: it was really ſuch, This inti- 
macy no longer ſubſiſts, and he pub- 

Hickly complains of me; he perſiſts 
in it: he has gone farther; he endea- 

vours to make me feel the effects ot 

his reſentment; he has even employed 
the moſt powerful means to compleat 
my ruin; he does not give over all 
hopes of ſncceeding. I have been fi- 
lent a Jong time; IJ have waited with 
patience: he openly attacks me; that 
is, he aims his blows by thoſe hands 

I have the greateſt reaſon to reſpect. 

Now, then, may not I be allowed to 
jultify myſelf? I ſhaii undertake to 

do it, ſtrictly obſerving the rules oi 
decency and politeneſs I have juſt now 
eſtabliſhed, and from which I hope 
never to {werve.-..--:_ -- 

This affair in queſtion, diſcreet Jen- 
© ny, is as nice as it is difficult io re. 
© late. A formal accuſation is ls 
© againſt me; I am charged with a viv- 
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lation of friendſhip in the moſt atro- 


cious manner. My innocence is my 
s ſolg defence, and my honour my on 


© evidence. Malice, ever predominant 


over charity, is on my adverſary's 
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* fide. Againſt ſuch an oppoſition, 
with what arms can I ſupport my 
© cauſe? Muſt I not naturally expect 
to fall undgr the weight? You alone, 
my charmer, can encourage me. If 


me and my ſentiments, what may I 
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cauſe, and the indulgence of the pub- 
© lick?” 

The greater preparation the marquis 
made for his adventure, the more impa- 
tient J was to hear the conclufion. He 
took ſo much pains to win me over, that 
J was twenty times upon the point of 
telling him, that if I was to be judge, 
all this would only contribute to deter- 
mine me againſt him; but the fear of 
retarding a relation, whoſe introduction 
ſeemed to be of ſuch importance, and 
wherein he appeared principally con- 
cerned, reſtrained me, and gave him an 
opportunity of purſuing his diſcourſe in 
the following words. 

At my arrival in Lorraine, I learned, 


* with a great deal of pleaſure, that M. 


De Saint Alu had taken up his reſi- 
* dence there: I was overjoyed ; we had 
been bred up together, and always 
© very intimate. 

We ſoon renewed our Autun friend- 
ſhip; and, excepting our not being in 


and might have been juſtly called the 
z/eparables: we had no ſecrets for 
each other; our very thoughts were 
communicated. | 

There was a houſe in the town, 
* where IJ viſited with lefs ceremony 
© than at other places; the freedom J 
© there Ape was ſo agreeable, that 
I generally eat, or at leaſt ſpent part 
of the day there. Saint Alu tre» 
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not upon very good terms wich the 
« provolt's lady, (the miſtreſs of the 
* houſe) and at that time refuſed to do 
juſtice to the merits of her daughter, 
© She is an amiable perion, has a 
great deal of wit, and exceeding fine 
parts. She was marined very young, 
and in a few months became a widow, 
She might have married again very: 
ſoon, if the had pleaieds ſome acci- 
dents, foreign to my purpoſe, bad in- 
terfered. Her bloom was in it's full 


c 
4 
© quently reproached me for it: he was 
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luttre when I was firſt acquainted 
with her, and a flight knowledg Te of 
her ſuſhiced to ſecure one's — and 
intereſt in her behalf. 
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you pronounce ſentence in favour of 


not hope for from the goodneſs of my 
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the ſame houſe, we were ſeldom apart, 
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ſeeing him fo frequently; 
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Saint Alu knew there was ſuch a 
perſon from the time he ſettled in the 
town, but kad made no acquaintance 
with her. What I had advanced con- 
cerning the agreeablenels of her con- 
verſation, ſurprized him, and created 
a deſire of being able to judge far 
himſelf. I introduced him: he was 
received as an amiable perſon, and 
it was not long before he gained their 
eſteem. 

* He had ſcarce frequented the houſe 
a month, when he fell deſperately in 
love with the young widow z his 
merit had it's uſual ſuccels, and his 
courtſhip was not rejected. 

In fine, notwithitanding ſome op- 
poſition, the match he ſo earneſtly 
deſired was at laſt concluded, and be 


put in poſſeſſion of the happineſs he 


ſought. 


« This wedding was ſo far from mak 


ing any alteration in our friendſhip, 
that it was rather increaſed, Saint 


Alu could nor live without me, as he 


often ſaid. We were continually to- 
gether; and being willing on my ſide 
to ſhew a grateful ſenſe of ſuch an en · 
dearing deference, I ſpent whole days 
with the new-married couple, and 
thought myſelf extremely happy. 


* Nevertheleſs, perceiving, afier ſome 


months, that my triend was inclined 
to jealouſy, I managed my viſits with 


diſcretion, and often abſented myſelf 


under various pretences. For ſome 
time Saint Alu was ſatisfied with the 
plauſible reaſons I alledged for not 
but, too 
quick-ſighted not to luſpect the real 
cauſe, atter ſome time he explained 


himſelf; and, without allowing me 


to make a reply to a very obliging 
ſpeech, he forced me to promite 1 
would ſee him as often as formerly. 
I could not hold out againſt his in- 
treaties; they were ſo preſſing, and 
accompanied with ſuch franknels, that 
T imagined the laws of friendſhip 
obliged me to deſiſt from my firſt 
deſign. 
© In ſmall towns, 1 are much 
in vogue: the leifure which abounds 
there makes time pals heavily ; to 
reme1y which, gaming is of infinite 
(ervice, by keeping up corteſpon- 
dences, which could not ſubſiſt with « 
out that interc{ting priuzzum mobile. 
f Lanſquenet was played every night at 
NI. Saint Alu's: this 2mnuſcment drew 
I « thy 
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« the whole town thither; and as the 
« were well received, and much at their 
ceaſe in his houſe, good company was 
never wanting, and it was generally 
Jate before they parted, 

One day Saint Alu ſent a footman 
in the morning, to deſire I would 
ſpend that day with him, intimating 
© he would not be denied: it was a 
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a the ng? was open, and thinking I was 
alone, I ſh Lg Pry 
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4 myſelf chilly, and the fire has ſtruck 


the celd up to my head; I am faint. 


9e ing away.” | | 

© I ran haftily to her aſſiſtance. (Ad- 
© mire, dear Jenny, my unlucky ſtars!) 
F The very inſtant I ſtooped down to 
© raiſe her off the ground, the door was 
© thrown open, and Saint Alu appear- 
© ed, He ſtarted back at ſeeing us, 


« Heayens!” cried he, “ what's this? 


J am betrayed! my wife is falſe, and 
* you are a villain and a treacherous 


&« friend!“ This reproach, which I had 


© ſo little reaſon to expect, bereaved 


© me of a preſence of mind ſufficient for 
My ſilence, 


without doubt, confirmed his ſuſpi- 


my own juſtification. 


cions: when I would have made him 
ſenſible of his miſtake, it was too late ; 
his jealouſy blinded him, he would 
hear nothing; he roared in a horrible 
manner, calling us by all the vile 


names his fury could ſuggeſt, What 
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© was to be done? Reaſon was loſt on 
him: it was to no purpole to repre- 
* ſent to him that the company in the 
* next apartment, alarmed by his noiſe, 
© would come in upon us, and be wit- 
© neſles of this unfortunate miſunder- 
„ ſtanding. He would not be appeaſ- 
ed, his paſſion blinded him, and he 
ran headlong on his ruin. I thought 
© it belt for me, in ſuch cruel circum- 
© ſtances, to retire, which I did imme- 
« diately. What I had foreſeen hap- 
© pened accordingly; it was the hour 
© for the aſſembly to meet, the ſtair-caſe 

« was crouded with company, and the 
f whole affair came out. 

They aſked me the meaning of the 
© outcries they heard; I ſhrugged up my 
* ſhoulders and anſwered, ** 1 think, 
&« ſome family diſpute.” To put an end 
* toit, and drown Saint Alu's voice, 
ho was ſtill outrageous, I opened 


© the door, and cried out, as if nothing 


© had happened, The aQtors are come, 
& we 981 only light away.“ I was in 
hopes Saint Alu might come to him- 
6 (elf. be appealed, and the ſtorm pals. 


was very lucky there were no lights, 
which would have diſcovered a terrible 
ſcene. Madame De Saint Alu cried 
bitterly ; the huſband had tears in his 
eyes; to me all this was diſcernible by 
the light of the fire. | Np 
(Samt Alu, under pretence of or— 
.* dering the candles to be lighted, left 
'the room; when lie returned, as he 
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CO PREP wes——_e, ior... = 


ES. 


i= 03 —- ==: OS 


t 
& 
4 


K N N a0 AA E X A AA K A A „ a 


aa ca a e e 


— — 


. 


© terms, to be gone, and never come into 
© his fight any more. It happened un- 
© fortunately that an officer, next me, 
overheard him; this put me under the 
fatal neceſſity of not complying, as 
otherwiſe I naturally ſhould have done: 
nevertheleſs, as my ſword was in an- 
other room, and I did not think proper 
to run any hazard from Saint Alu's 
obſtinacy, I went and fetched it. His 
lady, ſeeing me return, ſhewed me, by 
a glance of her eye, how much ſhe was 
concerned at my preſence : but un- 
fortunately, as I ſaid before, her huſ- 
band's threats were overheard; and 
in a garriſoned town, where points 
of honour are fo much regarded, I 
could not think of giving the leaſt 
handle to people's diſcourſe, eſpeci- 
ally in an affair wherein I was not 
allowed to juſtify myſelf. I remained 
therefore, and had the eyes of the 
whole aſſembly upon me. This made 
me ſuffer cruelly, To put an end to 
ſuch a troubleſome ſcrutiny, I pro- 
pos'd a duppe to the company, and 
© fat down to play, 


After ſtaying a ſufficient time, to 


© ſhew I was not intimidated by Saint 
© Alu's menaces, I left the houle. 
© Whilſt I ſtaid, the huſband, much to 
© be pitied, gave evident proofs of the 
£ anguiſh he was under, ſometimes call- 
© ing for his ſword, ſometimes his hat; 
© in fine, every action betrayed what 
© paſſed interiorly, It grieved me ex- 
© ceſſively, and I was in the utmoſt de- 
* ſpair, for having heen the occaſion of 
* what had happened. 

© The next day I was exceedingly 
ſurprized to hear, that the lady, preſſ- 
ed by her huſband, who pretended to 
have ſeen ſtrange things, and on this 
terrible evidence threatened to kill 
her, if the did not frankly own all 
that had paſled, giving his word to 
forget all that had happened, if ſhe 
ſnewed ſuch an entire confidence in 
him: the lady, I ſay, thought ſhe had 
done wonders in qwning, that I would 
have taken off her garters for a parti- 
cular uſe (ſhe made me ſay) that would 
bring ner good luck. As I often a- 
muſed myſelf with cabaliftical ope- 
rations and performing tricks, which, 
though natural in themſelves, jurprize 
ſuch as are unacquainted with them, 
this amiable lady laid hold on the 
pretext to excule herſelf, in hopes her 
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© huſband, who knew me, would give 
© credit to it. Saint Alu took this oc- 


caſion to have convincing proofs of 


the truth, His lady is truly pious, 
and he obliged her that morning to 
approach the ſacraments, and then 
{wear upon her damnation, that no- 
thing more had paſſed, She com- 
plied z and he agreed to live with her, 
provided ſhe promiſed never to fee me 

A 8 
This, dear Jenny, ' continued the 
marquis, is the real truth of the ad- 
© venture, without the leaſt diſguiſe. 
© Far from blaming Saint Alu's con- 
* duct, and juſtifying myſelf by ridi- 
culing him, I really pitied him fin- 
cerely, and always did him juſtice. 
I never omitted any opportunity of 
mentioning thoſe good qualities my 
friendſhip formerly remarked in him. 
His behaviour in my regard has been 
very different, every where railing 
againſt me, I never reſented it; and 
whatever he may do to force me to 
change my conduct, I ſhall always 
be the ſame, and ever avoid doing him 
the leaſt prejudice, This is the life I 
have led during my ftay at Pont a 
Mouſſon. Reading and hunting took 
up my leiſure hours: but, whatever 
my amulements were, you were al- 
ways preſent to my imagination. 

My lover related this adventure with 
ſo much candour, that I no longer ſu- 
ſpected his fidelity. After this, our 
diſcourſe turned upon the ſituation of 
my affairs. I could not forbear hint- 
ing the uneaſineſs I felt at being a bur- 
den to Saint Fal; adding withal, that 
I could not prevail with myſelf to live 
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any longer at his, or any other perſon's 


expence; that I was come to a reſolu- 
tion, which was, notwithſtanding my 
little reliſh for a convent, to take ſhel- 
ter in one, as a place of ſecurity againſt 
temptations; that I could not depend 
on my own ſtrength, as the world had 
it's charms; and that I ran too great a 
hazard in ſuch a ſituation, | 

The marquis heard me without in- 
terruption; he ſeemed thoughtful. I 
continued to repreſent ta him very ear- 
neſtly the dangers to which I was ex- 
poled ; and to convince him ] did not 
complain without reaſon, I fairly re- 
lated the viſit intended me by the duke, 
the remarks La Geneval had made on 
it, and her behaviour to me the day 
before. | 
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My lover ſeemed ſenſible that T was 
in the rjght, particularly as to the dan- 
gers I mentioned in ſo lively a manner. 
He replied, that he would take till the 
next day to conſider on what I had 
alledged, and that he did not deſpair of 


finding ſome expedient between the two, 


extremes, which I ſhould approve of; 


proteſting, that he was too nearly con- 


cerned in every thing which regarded 
my reputation, not to concur with me 
in proper meaſures. After ſome diſ- 
courſe on this ſubject, he retired, aſſur- 
ing me that he would immediately think 
of ſome method to make me ealy, till 
he had the happineſs of ſhewing, that 


he eſteemed nothing in this world equal 


to me. + 

Theſe laſt marks of my lover's ten- 
derneſs afforded me much comfort. My 
hopes began to tower; and notwithſtand- 


ing the many obſtacles that might diſ- 


courage me from expecting a huſband 
of the marquis's quality, ſtill I flattered 
myſelf with the bewitching chimera. 


Every thing appears poſſible, when ea- 


gerly deſired. After ſeveral reflections 
on this kead, I bethought myſelf of the 


letters I had wrote to the marquis and 


Saint Fal. I had a curioſity to read 
them again, but they were not to be 
found. At firit I was vacaſy, and 


looked earneſtly for them, though in 


required diſpatch. 


vain: nobody had been in the room 
but the perſons to whom they were di- 
rected. I concluded they had commit. | 
ted the robbery; and, all things confi- 
dered, was well enough pleaſed. | 

Theſe letters, eſpecially that to the 
marquis, diſplayed my averſion to my 
preſent ſituation, and a diſreliſh for all 
aſſiſtance from others. I imagined this 
might induce the marquis to provide for 


me, without my ſeeming ta aſk it, A 


thouſand paſſing fancies made me long 
to depend on him alone; I thought that 
would icreen me from my own {crupu- 
lofity. He had promiſed to marry me, 
which I judged ſufficient for my juſti- 
fication, This was a great ſtep for 


me, whoſe tender conſcience was often 
alarmed at trifles, | 


The next day I received a letter from 


the marquis, acquainting me, that he 


could not ſee me theſe two days; heing 
obliged to wait on his father to Paris, 
who had buſineſs of conſequence that 
He added, be had 
ſome affairs of his own, which he 
would willingly end before he ſaw me. 
He aſked it as a favour, that I would 
not be impatient, hoping that his return 
would effect an agreeable change in my 
affairs, and aſſuring me I ſhould have 
no room to repent the confidence I had 
placed in him. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 
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VOLUME THE SECOND. 


| gy BE ag Refolvet- to ſhut myſelf 
o * up during the abfence of 


3 I of my dear Jover, and fee 
7 nobody; but Madame 
„„ De General, whom her 
huſband undoubtediy had 
made ſenſible of the injuſtice of her be- 
haviour, came to fee me, and made fe- 
veral excuſes ſor what had palled, by 
imputing to my chamber-maid, who 
was, ſhe ſaid, very foul- mouthed; the 
cauſe of the unmanneriy expreſſions ſhe 
had employed. How much ſoever I 
might be provoked againſt her, ſhe 
ſeemed ſo humble and ſincere, that [ 
could not help returning a_civi ql anwer 
to what {he ſai id on this occaſion. I am 
not ill- vatured, but of a forgiving tem- 
per; beſicdles, I thought it was to no pur- 
poſe to un her for the little time I had 
to ſtay at ber houſe. 
Madame De ca went from one 
extreme to another: we were no ſooner 
12conciled, but ine ele herſelf to ſup 
with me, the better to ratify her pardon, 
as ſhe ſaid, 
that facuity which teaches us volitely to 
get rid of troubleſome people; I durit 
not refuſe her. The huſband coming 
in, was of the party; and as M. Dz 
Saint Fal arrived the inſtant we were 
fitting down to table, I obliged him to 
make ene. Monſieur De Gern en 
tertained us, as nfual, with a thouſand 
{tories ; gave us Everal adventures that 
were not new, yet amuſing, by the new 
turn he gave them. His wife propoled 
to go the next day to the Park with me, 
aſſuring me the king would be there 
andtthat he intended to fiſh in the can. _ 
As little difpofed as I was, I co: ald not 
rug this party, for the following rea- 


J was not yet miſtreſs of 


ſon one of Gereval's friends, belong- 
ing to the board of works, had promiſed 
kink a gondola for his wite, and I could 
not have had a finer occaſion of taking 
the air agreeably. 

The pleaſure I felt the next day in 


this party made me forget my cares, and 


I was not ſorry I had conſented to it. 
Saint Fal was with us, and ſhewed us 
the Menagerie, Marly, and Meudon. 
T admired thele palaces, which increaſed 
my eagerneſs to ſee that of Verſailles the 


firſt opportunity. 


After having run over ſome oth 
parts of the Park, waltipg for the king, 
who came pretty Jate, we amuſed our- 
ſelves with feeing him fiſhing, Ma- 
dame De Geneval remarkedto me a very 
handſome man, who had his eyes con- 
tinuaily upon us, and who, ſhe told me, 
was the very duke who the day of my 
arrival had defired to ſee me. The fear 
1 was under leſt he ſhould make an at- 
tempt to ſpeak to me, obliged me to re- 
turn home, where we fat directly down 
to table. | 
We loft no time; the freſh air had 
oven us io keen an appetite, that we all 
play ed our parts with a good grace. The 
difcourſe rolled upon the places we had 
ſeen, which occahoned from time to time 
fome curious anecdotes, which pleaſ- 
ed me much. I found a fatisfaction in 
every thing relating to the court, with- 
out gueſſing the reaſon: my mind ſeem- 
ed to forebode, that the day would 
come when I ſhould h; ve a place there. 

In the mean time, the night being ad- 
vanced, Geneval and his wife retired. 
The count ſeemed to have a great mind 
to talk to me; but he thought proper 
to take another opportunity, knowing 

my 
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my nicety of decorum; and I muſt do 
him this piece of juſtice, never was lover 
more aſſiduous, or more careful not to 


offend, I wiſhed him a good night 
with all the chearfulneſs in the world, 


with which he ſeemed ſo ſatisfied, that 


I dare ſay he ſlept well upon it. Lovers 
are very fooliſh ; the leaſt thing dejects, 
and a mere nothing raiſes them again, 
The next day, deſtined for great 
events, I roſe extremely gay, with a 
certain unconcern which was not cuſ- 
tomary. How eaſily we become ac- 
quainted with a life of pleaſure ! Like a 
great many women, my looking gla's 
did not a little contribute to my good- 
humour, and in thoſe days it flattered 
me very much. A milliner, who had 
been ſent for, ſet me off in that taſte and 
air, that is to be caught no where but 
at Paris or the court. I had a mind to 
be fine that day, and I do not know 


why, for I had no deſign to pleaſe, A 


air of ſtays brought home the night 
Reiss gave ſo eaſy and ſo fine a turn 
to my ſhape, that I was quite charmed 


with them. My cloaths put on, nothing 


was wanting to compleat my dieſs. 
As ſpon as the ceremonies of my toi- 


lette were over, I paſſed into my great 


room. I own my weakneſs: I thought 
myſelf very well; and I ſaid, in my own 
little conceit, it would be no misfor- 
tune to the marquis to have a wife of 
my air. In ſhort, I found myſelf hand- 


ſome, and I have ſeldom ſeen any Who 


ſurpaſſed me, Let this vanity be for- 

given me; it is the plain truth: I have 

{ill ſome fine remains. 5 
Juſt as I had finiſhed my dreſs, Mon 


ſieur and Madame De Geneval came to 


my apartment. The huſband extolled 
my charms highly; compliments of form. 
As for the wife, ſhe blamed the make 
of my gown, arraigned my tire- woman, 
found fault with my ſhoes and ſtockings. 
True woman; but I forgave her, in 
conſideration of the propoſal ſhe made 
of going to ſee the king at maſs. I ac- 
cepted of it the more readily, becauſe I 
knew both the old marquis and his ſon 
were at Paris, and I was in no fear of 
being diſcovered. 7 


Geneval having told us it was time 


to go, we went to the caſtle; as it was 
but a ſtep, there was no occaſion for 
chairs. We palled by the comptroller 
of the houſhold's apartment, and fo di- 

_reftly through the little galleries leading 


in:o the caſtle, We met few people, to 


whole truth. 
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my no ſmall diſappointment. A wo- 
man is always a woman; and, provided 
ſhe is pretty, likes to be ſeen and ad- 
mired : the laſt word; I believe, is the 

I expreſſed my ſorprize to M. Gene. 
val. Oh, we are not yet ome to the 
* court!” {aid he to me, ſmiling; * theſe 


are but the paſſages that lead to it.“ 


In reality, as ſoon as we were got to the 
prince's gallery, and began to enter into 


the apartments, I was in ſuch a con- 


ſternation, eſpecially when I came :nis 
the great galſery, that I forgot mylelt, 
and ſtood ſtill at every Rep: freſh inter 


of admiration, If it had not been for 
Monſieur De Geneval, who was my 
guide, and prevented my diſtraction, I 
ſhould have run among the buſiclt of 
thoſe with whom the apartments gene- 
rally ſwarm. 

In the mean time, at every ſtep 2 
crowd of people ſtopped and whiſpered 
to one another. I began to recover a 
little from my enthuſiaſm, and to con- 
{ider thoſe who paſſed by. TI could not 
refiain from bluſhing, fo Rared at as J 
was. Certainly, I think, there is no 
nation in the world where they examine 
the women fo nicely, I was every mi- 
nute ſtepping on, one ſide or another, 
fearing leſt they ould ſpeak to me, not 
to ſay any thing elſe; for they came fo 
very near, it was excuſable in me to have 
that thought. Madame De Geneva], 
who perceived the confuſion J was in, 
as well as what occaſioned it, laughed 
very heartily: and but for her hut- 
band, who told her ſhe was not now at 
home, 1 believe ſhe would have entered 
upon a diſcourſe pleaſant enough, and 
ſufficiently overheard, to draw after us 
the young fellows, of whom the gallery 
was full. But my turn ſoon came; and; 
if J had been ſpiteful, I might have 
juſtly diverted myſelf at her expence. 

As we were walking, which Madame 
De Geneva] did with an air of familia- 
rity, and as if ſhe had been a perſon 
well known, the cloſet- door opened on 
a ſudden ; the king was going to mals, 
every body followed, and in an inſtant 
the crowd diſappeared, Monſieur De 


Geneval told his wife, ſhe had done 11! 


not to ſecure places, and that it was very 
likely we ſhould not get into the chapel, 
His wife bantered him for bis uneaſineſs, 
and told him, ſhe was ſure they would 
opch her the door as ſoon as ſhe appear- 
The huſband ſhook his 4 
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this idle piece of pride, he foreſaw part 

of what was to happen. | 
Madame De Geneval being, as ſhe 

faid, very well known at court, and ac- 


quainted with it's ways, ſcratched at the 


chapel-door: a centine] opened it a 
little way. © You cannot come in, Ma- 
6 dam," ſaid he; there is no room.“ 
She mentioned her name, and was inſiſt- 
ing upon her prerogative; but the guard 
fhut to the door without anſwering her, 
as if he thought her a perſon of no great 
conſequence. Tranſported with rage, 
ſhe told me that this was ſome young 
recruit, who did not know his duty, 
but that ſhe would teach it him. For 
my part, I could not help ſmiling: ſhe 
perceived itz and her vanity making her 
believe it was occaſioned by the little 
notice taken of her, ſhe returned to the 
charge, and ſcratched once again at the 
door. Why, Madam, it is to no 
« purpoſe,” cried the guard; I have 
already told you, you cannot come in. 
With theſe words he was going to ſhut 
the door, when I advanced, I will not 
ay my countenance pleaſed him; 1 
would not indulge my vanity ſo far: per- 
haps I reſembled ſome lady of quality, 
or that my dreſs impoſed on him. Be 
that as it will, opening the door to me, 
he ſtretched out his hand, and ſaid to 
Geneval, Pray, Madam, make room.” 
Upon this I advanced again, and he let 
me in. The poor woman was obliged, 
in order to follow me, to ſay ſhe was of 
my company. It ſeemed as if that day 
was deſtined to mortify her; there was 
but one place left upon the forms, which 
was given me, Madame De Geneval 
ſtanding all the while. I pitted her, and 
offered my place; but fhe refuſed, tell: 
ing me, with a diſdain ſhe could not hide, 
that people uſed no ceremony in the 
king's preſence. | 

I was too much taken up with the 
charming fight to mind what ſhe ſaid. 
If a perſon out of the country is amazed 
the firſt time ſhe finds herſelf at court, 
let any one imagine my aſtoniſhment; I, 
who at moſt had heard talk of it, wich- 
out ever having had any grounds to 
form ideas of that kind. HTN 

Of all the brilliant obje2s that ſtruck 
my ſight, I fixed my eyes on nothing 
during part of the fervice but the tri- 
bune, where the king dillinguiſhed him- 
ſelf as much by his devotion as by an 
air of greatneſs inſeparable from fim. 
J forgot nothing that could confirm me 
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in my prejudice, by which I was ſo 
zealouſly attached to him, 
ſaw that the monarch was alone, and 
that this lonelineſs was the privilege of 
his rank. The crowd of lords behind 
him had an effect which truck me: I 
looked on it as a ſhade, which placed in 
the moſt advantageous light this amia- 
ble prince, with whom I was fo much 
taken ever ſince the lucky moment when 
chance had brought him in my ſight. 
After having for a long time conſi- 
dered this attracting point of view, I 
let my eyes wander through the galle- 
nes, This ſight ſhewed me the injuſtice 
of the remark I had often hea:d made, 
concerning the little picty which reigns 
amongſt thoſe of the great world: on 
the contrary, I was edified at the de- 
cency with which the courtiers aſſiſted 
at the myſteries; each perſon ſeemed re- 
collected within himſelf; no difcovrle, 
no trifling; their outward behaviour 
inculcated modeſty and reſpect. 1 
thought I was the only diſtracted per- 
ſon, and I bluſhed to ſee it. I have 
ſince learned from experience, that what 
I then looked upon as ſolid piety, was 
but an imitation of the matter, It is all 
copy at court: when the model is goud, 
all around it bears his reſemblance. 
Maſs being over, I was taken up 
with ſo ma.'y curious objects, that [ 
ſhould have remained the laſt in the 
place, ſo deeply was I engaged; but 
a hand which I felt, and which I 


thought was Madame De Geneval's, 


reminded me to go, and brought me to 


myſelf; in this notion I anſwered her 
without turning about. My eyes were 


fixed upon a lady, whoſe countenance 
had pleaſed me to that degree, I could 
not take them off. She was tall, exqui- 
fitely well-ſhaped, had large black eyes, 
and a ſingularity in her face that ſtruck 


me. I was examining her perſon with an 
eager cye, when Madame De Geneval ' 


interrupted me in a tone of voice which 
retained a great deal of her former hu- 
mour, * Þ 

marquis.“ At this name I turned ſud- 
denly about, thinking it to be my lo- 
ver; for I knew nobody called by that 
name except himſelf. But how was F 
ſtruck! who would have expected ſuch 
an incident! I trembled every joint at 
the ſight of the old Marquis De L. V. 
father of him who poſſeited my whole 


thoughts. He did not go, as ne had 


told tlie ſon; it was only an artifice; the 
1 ſequel 


I plainly 


ray, Madam, anſwer the 
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ſequel will ſhew why it was employed, 


Bur, to return. 


© Pardon me, Madam, ſays this old 
nobleman, if I take the lucky oppor- 
tunity that favours me with a fight 
of you. Features like yours are not 
eaſily forgot; give me leave to expreſs 
my joy at having once more found 


left you gave me great uneaſineſs; 
and, but for the duty of my place, 


ſuredly have ſtaid till you had reco- 
vered your health; but if they exe- 
cuted my orders, they muſt have told 
you, that I commanded all imagina- 
g ble care to be taken of you. But 
© what is the meaning of this, Ma- 
£ dam?” continued the nobleman, per- 
ceiving by my countenance that I was 
in pain; is my preſence always to 
£ occafion trouble and uneaſineſs ? Is 
© it poſſible that I ſhould be ſo unfor- 
« tunate! Have you any private rea- 


5 


ſons . The lady can have none, 


© Sir,* ſaid Geneval, who could no 
longer hold her tongue. * Any one 
6 would think it an honour to be taken 
© notice of by ſo polite a nobleman as 
© the marquis is.— I am very much 
© obliged to you, Madam, replied he, 


| Hooking earneſtly at her, as if he endea- 


voured to call her to mind; © I wiſh this 
© lady was of the ſame opinion,* A 


man ſomewhat in years, and who ſeem- 
ed to be a perſon of diſtinction, came 


luckily to ſpeak to the marquis, which 


gave me time to recover. I bluſhed at 


iny own ſimple behaviour ; and this re- 
flection ſtung me to that degree, that J 
believe I ſhould have come off with fly- 
ing colours, if the attack had been re- 
newed; but undoubtedly the courtier, 


vo interrupted ſo opportunely this per- 
 plexing converſation, was of a rank to 


put even perſons of quality under con- 


ſtraint as ſoon as he appeared. I was 


not 'miſtaken : Zong out of the chapel, 
Madame De Geneval told me that the 
perſon in queſtion was in favour, and it 
was every-body's bulineſs to keep well 


with him. | 


Surprize frequently hides part of the 


danger, but reflection afterwards mag- 


nifies it. I had no ſooner left my lo- 
ver's father, but my blood was chilled 
at the thoughts of my narrow eſcape; a 
thouſand things came into my mind, 
and occaſioned ſuch a conſternation, that 
J neither heard nor ſaw any thing. In. 


you. The circumſtances in which 1 


which called me away, I ſhould aſ- 
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ſtead of going down the ſtairs, as I ought 
to have done, my hurry of thought car- 
ried me back to the apartments. La 
Geneval, ignorant of my deſign, fol- 
lowed me ; and perceiving that I made 
no anſwer to what ſhe ſaid, thought I 
reſented the haughty manner in which 
ſhe had ſpoke to me: ſhe judged proper 
to make ſome atonement, by abating 
of her proud diſpoſition. This ſame 
pride of her's proved advantageous tc 
me, inaſmuch as experience let her ſee, 
from time to time, that perſons of the 
firſt quality ſhewed me reſpect. She 
was perſuaded, I muſt be much above 
the ordinary ſort. Be that as it will, 


ſhe joined me; and ſtopping me with 


great politeneſs, aſked if I was angry 
with her, and if her company was 
diſagreeable; adding, that ſhe had rea- 
ſon to believe ſo, by my hurrying ſo fait 
from her, which was taken notice of, 
and looked as if ſhe was troubleſome. 
Theſe words drew me from my reverie. 
I aſſured her I was quite of a different 
opinion from what ſhe ſeemed to appre- 
hend; that ſhe did not do me juſtice, 
having reaſons for quitting the caſtle, 

and going home. She replied, I did 
not take the way, and was going quite 
wrong. I begged her to lead; and, 
following her, was vaſtly ſurprized to 
find how far I had to go back before we 
reached the courts. 1 was offered blue 
chairs, which always wait at the foot of 
the ſtairs, to carry me home. I was 
going to throw myſelf into the firſt, 
without farther thought than the dread- 
of being followed, when I heard a voice 
calling out, Run, and beg her to ſtay 
© a moment !' Madame De Geneval, 
who heard theſe words as well as I, in- 
ſtead of going into her chair, ſtopped 


mine, ſaying, that the ſame nobleman _ 


who had accoſted me in the chapel was 
coming down the great ſtairs, accom- 
panied by one of his pages, and that he 
aſked to ſpeak with me. My fears re- 
doubled. O Heavens !' cried I to my- 
ſelf, * inſpire me what to do on this pe- 
E rilous occaſion! How comes it I al- 
© ways meet the father, and never the 
* fon! His preſence now would be very 
© ſerviceable to extricate me from this 
fatal perplexity.“ Making this re- 
flection, the old marquis joined me. 
I remained in the char: my confuſion 
was © great, that I thought I ceriain!y 
appeared to him exceſhvely ill-bied. 
1 mult not ſuffer you, Madam, my 
| 19 5 Cy 
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he, without taking notice of the con- 
fuſion I was in, to make uſe of this 
chair: here is mine, that ſhall carry 
you home; you will be more at your 
© eaſein it; and I mult beg leave to pay 
8 * my reſpects after you have dined, 
I have not forgot the regard you ex- 
© preiſed for people of my age, in the 
© converſaiion I had with you in the 
© country, and I reflect on it with plea- 
© ſure,* Saying this, he preſented me 
his hand to lead me to his chair, It 
ſcemed as if this lord had an aſcendant 
over me, which could not be reſiſted. 
However, I anſwered his compliment, 
that I was ſenſible of his civilities, and 
| Mona be very much honoured by his 
VIIIt. | 

The chair went off at theſe words. As 
I turned towards the grate, I ſpied the 
old marquis talking with Madame De 
Geneval, which gave me not a little diſ- 
quiet, as I knew the woman was very 


talkative. Iimagined, as I went through 


the courts, every one ſtopped to exa- 
mine me. I concluded it was on ac- 
count of the chair I was in, as the arms 
were known; and, to ſpeak the truth, 
notwithſtanding the many cares with 
which I was oppreſied, ſelf-love was 
ſoothed with it's chimeras, and I was 
not ſorry to ſee myſelf in ſo pompous 
and brilliant an equipage. | 

My cook-maid, Barbara, (it is the laſt 
time of calling her by this name) deli- 


vered me a letter as I came in, which I 


opened in great haſte, becauſe I knew 
the hand. Notwithſtanding the late 
vexatious incident, my affection was 
not diminiſhed for the perſon from whom 
it came. It was from St. Agnes, that 
unfortunate and tender friend, whoſe 


ſtory is related before, She wrote as 


tollows . 


e 1 Never doubted, my dear Jenny, of 


your affection, or generous ſen- 
timents; lovely Lindamine gave me 


rived, by informing me with what zeal 
you had engaged her to ſerve me, and 
the ſteps that had been already taken 
for making me eaſy. I durſt not flatter 
myſelf with any good ſucceſs from 


forgot me. What tranſports did I 
not feel, from the convincing proofs 
that my friend and my lover were 
true! Yes, dear Jenny, your, endea- 
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proofs thereof the very firſt day ſne ar- 


them: I thought all the world had 


yours and friendſhip triumph. I have 
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© received an anſwer from conſtant Me- 
© licourt: he will be here ſhortly, to 
© convince me his paſſion is unalterable. 
I ſhould have wrote to you before, 
had I known your addreſs z but your 
letter, which I have juſt now received, 
makes me ſnatch the opportunity given 
me of acquainting you with the ſatis- 
faction I enjoy, I know you ſhare 
my troubles and pleaſure; I will 
not fail to give you a full account, 


as he is his own maſter, he will not 
fail, on what I ſhall ſay to him, to go 
and inform you what I have to fear or 
hope. Imagine, dear friend, what I 
ſuffer whilſt my fate is in ſuſpenſe ! 
Alas, I bluſh to own it to you! but, 


will ſoon be at an end. Adieu, 
dear friend! Shorten, by your en- 
dearing letters, the tedious hours, 
ſpent in care and impatience. Vou 
know but too well, from experience, 
how horrible uncertainty is, not to al- 
leviate the weight of it's torments. 
Lindamine, who is now mad? ac- 
quainted with your hiſtory, and who 
loves you ſincerely, deſires the ſame 
favour. She has a great deal of good 
ſenſe and wit; every-body here loves 
her, and reſpe&s her virtue; convine- 
ing proofs thereof appeared in reſiſting 
the violence of her lover's paſſion, of 


dear as Belizai was to her, the would 
never ſee him. You kuow her hiſtory; 
ſhe has told it me: but you do 
not know, that this raſh lover found 
out Lindamine's retreat, and that a 
moment after ſhe was got into the 
monaſtery he appeared, and com- 
mitted numberleſs extravagancies, in 
order to oblige his miſtreſs to come 
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The raſhneſs of his paſſion pleaded 


his excuſe, and he at laſt thought 
fit to retire, The charming pilgiim 
could not help being moved at it, but 
by her admirable vocation ſhe has ſur. 


happy ſhe is! Why cannot 1 follow 


her example! Once more, adieu, dear 
friend! I expect to hear from you 
with an impatience great as my affec- 
tion. That is ſaying a great deal, 
* for it is beyond every thing I can ex- 
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as ſoon as Melicourt arrives. As far 


if I am fo unhappy as to be forced 
to finiſh my days in a cloiſter, they 


which he gave publick marks. As 
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I had ſcarce read the letter, when Ge- 
neval came in. * You never told me, 


Madam, faid ſhe, looking very cun- 
ning, * that yon know the Maiquis 


De L. V. I will make no ſecret to 

© you, that he was an admirer of mine 
© before I was engaged. Though ad- 
vanced in years, he was fil] dangerous; 

nd my mother kept me from him 
with as much caution as if he had been 
a young man. He has been juſt now 
putting me in mind of this, and he 
ſeemed to recolle& theſe trifles with 
ſome picafure; but for all that, I was 
nct ſo blind as not to diſcern, his aſß- 


| Ling me leave to renew his acquaintance 


6580 only a pretence to gain yours. — 


Lou banter, fure, Madam, replied I 
in great cenfuſion; © I do not know 


the perfon you ſp-ak of. Not know 


© him!” cried Madame De Geneval, 
fixing her eyes on me. 


What means 
his myſtery? Did not he once meet 
you as he paſſed through a village?” 

—* That is true, continued I, per- 


ceiving eaſily by her diſcourſe that he 


had told her this particular; * but he 


96 ght have acquainted you, conti- 


nued I, that I had the honour to tee 
© him but for a moment. Aye,* ſaid 


' ſhe, -© I know yon fainted, and he went 
away without knowing who you was, 
in ſpite of all his enquiries; and that 


fame curioſity not being then ſatisfied, 
is what has occ:fioned he diſcourſe we 
had together. 
queſtions but very imperfectly, I con- 
tented myle!f by affuring him, that 
as ſcon as heſhould fignity his defires 
to you on that ſubject, he would be 
fully ſatisfied.“ 
Dinner, which was then ferving ups 
interrupted a converſation that was very 


- troubleſome to me. Geneval, who had 


company to dine with her, W en- 
gage me to aſhiſt in doing the honours 


of the table; hut I excuſed myſelt, un- 


der pretence of a pain in my flomach, 
which was true eneugh. I was fo over- 
whelmed with the rencontre 1 had had, 
a dit canſed ſuch diſagreeable reflec. 


tions, and thoſe of ſuch conſequence, 


that I was more than an hour dream - 


ing over my meat before I could eat a 


mouthful. My good aunt, who ſtood 


behind my chair, and who preſſed me 
ever ſince T ſat down to employ the time 
as Fought, aſtoniſhed to ſee me fo dif- 
treſſed, alk:d me with all the reſpect 


As I could anſwer his 


\ 
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ſhe was capable of, if I could live with. 
out eating. To get rid of her importu- 
nity, and in order to be left alone, I 
complied, and forced myſelf to eat; af- 
ter which I retired to my cloſet, where 
calling to mind the fatal meeting with 
the oſd marquis, and ail the con{e- 
quences that might enſus, I gave myſelf 

up to ſorrow and tears: bot ſtrugsling 
with myſelf, and expecting the maiquis 
would ſoon be with me, and that if he 
ſurprized me in this condition, he would 
have room for many retieQtions ; fear- 
ing. on the other hand, that his ſon was 
not yet gone, and left he ſhould come 
upon us whi;fl his father was with me, 
which would diſcover all; I judged it 
prudent to prevent all theſe incidents. 
For this purpole, I thought myſelf 
obliged to write to my Jover, and ap- 
prize bim of all that had happened to 
me; beſceching him, in the name of all 
that was dear, to take me away, and not 
expoſe me to the danger of lofing him 
perhaps for ever. 

As ſoon es my letter was finiſhed, I 
fell into a new perplexity how to get it 
delivered. Who could I truſt? I had 
no choice but my {imple aunt : I could 
depend on her fidelity, but ſhe was of 

hat ſort of character which diſcovers 
itſelf at once; ſhe had wit, in her way 
but her ingenuity was what 1 feared, 
Theſe ſort of people, by endeavouring 
to ſay nothing, ſay all, She might be 
queſtioned, and loved to prate: to re- 
commend ſecreſy to her, was giving her 
an inclination to fpeak, After having 
weighed and examined this deſign, I 
thought JI could not do better than be 
my own meſſenger. 

This being determined, I ordered a 
chair: by this means I avoided a great 
deal of perplexity. I was ignorant 
where my lover lived; but he was uni- 


verſally known, and I did not queſtion 
an my chairmen could find his lodg- 


ng: I intended to make one of them 
del er my letter, and to keep cloſe all 


the while in my chair. Another reaſon 


engaged me to go from home: I was 
willing to avoid the marquis's viſit, 
and gain time, till I had given notice to 
his fon; who, perhaps ſenſible of my 
danger, might find means to ſecure me 
row what I feared with ſo much rea- 
on: 


I am perſuaded ters! is nohody but 


| enters at once into all theſe things, and 


imagines 


imagines that during this quarter of an 
hour I was not very happy. Lat us goon. 
The chairmen knew, as I imagined, 

where the marquis lived. 
came to the door, I made them top, 

and ordered him who 7 te the moll 
intell' gent of the two, to 2 K if he was 
at home, I wag in ſuch an agitation, 
that I forgot the moſt important pre. 

caution, The man appeared again verv 
ſoon, and told me, that the perſon 1 
aſked for was at table, that they were 
gone to acquaint him, that I ſhould have 
an anſwer in a moment, I nad no inten- 
tion to ſpeak with him in fo ſuſpected a 
place, where we could be fo overlooked: 

a number of footmen were paſſing back- 


wards and forwards, and might draw 


conjectures from this viſit, I thought 
it was ſufficient to fend in my Ictter, 
and I was going to give it to the porter, 
with orders to deliver it into the hands 
of my lover, when Dubois, the valet de 

chambre I mentioned in another place, 
appeared. My dreſs was undoubtedly 
the reaſon he did not know me agzain, 


| He drew near, and told me that the raar- 


quis, hearing a lady aſked to ſpeak to 


him, defired me to go into his cloſer, 
and that he would immediately wait on 
me. I cannot, replied I, charmed 
with being ſo happy to meet this man; 
but, dear Dubois, ſaid I, 
© this letter, and teil him > 0 Ah, 
* Miſs Jeany!* ſaid be, knowing me 
again, what's your deſign? To what 
0 you expoſe yourſelf! Have you a 
mind to be ruined? My maſter is at 
Paris, and if it be him you want, as I 


miſtake. His father is here: all is dif- 
covered if you appear,'=—* Heavens!“ 
cried I, what do you tell me? Sure- 
ly, I never deſigned my letter for 
him.” — Fly, then!” ſaid Dubois; four 
old maſter will be here pre: ently; ; he 
is too much an humble ſervant of the 
ladies to make them wait. They told 
him you was handſome, and I tremble 
left he comes before your chairman, 
who is miſſing, be found.” 

Let people judge of the conſternation 
into which theſe words threw me. I bid 
the chairman, that remained with me, 
open the door, chuſing rather to re— 
turn on foot, than riſque ſuch an inter- 
view. But the obſtinacy of this fellow 
in ſearching after his partner, was the 
cauſe why. 1 had it not in my power to 
retire when he was come. 
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As ſoon as 1 


give him 


doubt not but it is, they have made a 


17 
A page, who had been eyeing me from 
the {ore-partour, and ſeen me. (peak to 


Dubois, and who {aw the letter I had 
juit delivered, regaled his meſter with 


the diſcoy 
pany was then bantering him upon his 
good fortune. The ſtupidity of the man 
that carried my meſlage, who thought 
he had done finely in adding that I came 
io ſolicit his intereſt, ccc afioned their 
raillery: this wicked page, I tv, (I hope 
he wil! orgive me the epithet) came 
lily, and informed the old marquis, 
chat, tired with waiting, I was juft go- 
ing away, and but for one of the chair- 
men that was miſſing I had been gone 
before. One of the lords at table with 
him cried out, Ahl this is too cruel.“ 
After which he ran out, apd was follows 
ed by ſeven or eight other yo ung Pers 
lons, who came ſult as t they v ere tak 
ing me away. One of them, whom 1 
knew to be the Duke of ——, him that 
Geneval made me take notice "of at the 
canal, bid them ſet me down, and com- 
ing to my chair, told me I was going to 
have an audience of the marquis, aud 
that in his name he aſked a thouſand 
pardons for making me wait. Pierced 
to the heart at this accident, I made 
ſigns to go on, without returning any 
anſwer, but in vin: the reſpect the 
men had for the 
rounded me, made them {let down the 
chair and open the door. The young 
nobleman who {poke to me prelented 
his hand; but he no ſooner faw my 
face, than, turning to the reſt, The 
marquis is no 2 unlucky m man,“ cried *y 
© this pretty lady is th: ſame we all ad- 
© mired at her window on our return 
© from hunting.“ At this they all 
drew near, and examine me with a 
murmur that flattered my charms, but 
redoubled my uneaſineſs. To increaſe 
my confuſion, up comes the old mar- 
quis; who, knowing me again, retired 
two ſteps with an air of joy, * Ab! is 
© it you, Madam?* cried he. © Good God! 
why have you done me che honour 
to prevent me? I am very angry at 
myſelf, not to have haſtened a „ist T 
was bound to make.” 
theſe wards, he took me out of my 
chair very politely, and I followed him 
with a trouble that may be well ima- 
gined, 
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I was accompanied by all thoſe who 
were with the marquis; and I heard one 


among them ſay to the nobleman that 
{poke 


erics he had made: the com- 


noblemen that ſur- 
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fpoke to me firſt, This is the perſon, 
I will engage, of whom you talked fo 
© much, and at whoſe houſe you were re- 
* fuſed admittance : you had reaſen to 
* extol her beauty. This diſcourſe con- 
firmed me in what Geneval had faid the 
night before, and taught me at the ſame 
time how mnch one may depend on the 
diſcretion of young people. 

Croſſing the anti. chamber, I ſpied 
Dubois, who placed himſelf in my way, 
and dexteroufly put his finger on his 
mouth, as much as to ſay, be cautious, 


and confeſs nothing. I underſtood ex- 


tremely well what he meant by this, 


and methovght it inſpired me with pru- 


dence, As ſoon as I was ſet down, 


addreſſing myſelf to the old marquis, 
and affecting an air of the greateſt ſin- 


cerity; © If I had known fooner, my 


© lord,” ſaid I, who you were, I ſhould 


© not have omitted coming to thank you 
for the regard you ſhewed me when 
we met by chance in the village. Ma- 
dame” De Geneval informed me this 
morning of theſe particulars, and that 
you had carried your goodne!s fo far, 
as to have deſigned ſending a phy fi- 
cian to my afliſtance.—“ It is true, 


can one do too much for one fo ac- 


tlemen,” {aid he, ſpeaking to the com- 


pany, can one regret any pains fo 
well employed?“ The noblemen all 


ſaid the pps things imaginable on 
this occaſion, and I thought I did not 


return them very ill. The Duke of 


— aſked me very earneſtly, if he 


- might be ſo happy as to be terviceable 


to me at court. framed my anſwer 
upon the ſtory invented by Saint Fal, 
and ſaid, I did not doubt but I ſhould 
want advocates in the affair which 
brought me thither: that my deceaſed 
huſband had done good ſervice, and 
ſpent his fortune in it; that I aſked, 
as a conſideration for all this, a pen- 
fion , to maintain me in a convent, 
where I was reſolved to end my days. 


At the word convent, the old marquis 


and the whole company exclaimed: 
they ſaid, one and all, that they ſincerely 


offered me their intereſt for the ſuccets 


of my ſuit, hut on condition the laſt 
article ſhould not be mentioned in m 

petition but for form ſake z adding all 
that voung. people could tay on ſuch an 
vecaſion, to a woman that is not fright- 


ful. I came off pretty well in this con- 
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Madam, replied the marquis; but 


compliſhed?—I make you judges, gen- 
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verſation, and was lucky enough not 
to be examined about the regiment in 
which my pretended huſband had ſerv- 
ed: this would have gravelled me, had 
it happened, as it might. naturally 
enough. Saint Fal had not inſtructed 
me on that head: it was very excufable 
in him, and we had neither of us much 
reaſon to foreſee our ever being in ſuch 
perplexing circumſtances, 

J was got up to take leave of the old 
marquis, who had eyed me during the 
whole time of my viſit, when he came 
to me, and defired me to ſtay a moment 
longer. May I, Madam, propoſe a 
© little diverſion to you?” ſaid he, There 
is a play to-night, you have not per- 

haps ſeen; a piece much in vogue, 
called Iphigenia, I am fure it will 
amuſe you: the character is tender 


world, and I make no doubt but it 


will have the tame effect with you.” 


I thought I had a good excvie, by my 
being then in the ſtate of widowhood ; 
but people in the great world are very 
apt to ſuſpect excuſes of that fort. 
Oh! as to that, Madam,” ſays the 
young duke, * that pretence will not 
« paſs; beſides, the time allotted for 
mourning is out, It is preſumed you 
are not known; and even {uppeſe you 
were, we live in a court, it is not amiſs 
to appear there, and let it be known 
how deſerving you are.—“ That is 
a very proper reaſon,” added a young 
erſon who had not yet ſpoke; and I take 
upon me to acquaint the world, that 
a widow fo diſtinguiſhed ought not to 
be refuſed; I declare myſelf from this 
moment the ſolicitor of her penſion.” 
—* You fee, Madam, faid the marquis, 
ſmiling, © this allows of no reply. 1 
© do not in the leaſt doubt but the duke, 
© knowing him as I do, will keep his 
« promiſe. Do not heſitate to charge 
© him with your affair; he is exceeding 
© Juckyin every thing he undertakes,” 
The Duke of =—, flat ered by this 
diſcourſe, in order to give me a com- 
pleat opinion of his intereſt, loudly pro- 
telted, that if in three days my pen- 
ſion was net granted, if I would be 
directed by him, he would fubmit to 
any thing that ſhould be impoſed on 
him, aud never more appear in my 
fight; a puniſhment, in his opinion, 


beyond all torments. 


The ferions manner in which this was 
ſpoke, made the whole company laugh. 
e n 


and well wrought: it pleaſes all the 
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For my part, fearing leſt a longer ſcene 
might clear up who it was, I roſea ſecond 
time to go repreſenting for a pretence, 


that it would be indecent for me to ap- 


pear alone at the theatre, or conducted 
thither by a man. I foreſaw this ob- 
jection, replied the old marquis, re- 
placing me with great reſpe&t in my 
chair: you ſaw me give orders; I have 
* ſent for the lady you live with; I have 
© ſent my chair for her, and I doubt 
not but ſhe will be here preſently. 
know her, and am ſure ſhe will be 
overjoyed at the honour of accom - 
panying you. But, in caſe ſhe fails us, 
will give you an agreeable compa- 
nion: and thus, Madam,” continued 


the marquis, * all difficulties are re- 


moved, and every thing conſpires to- 
© wards your ſeeing Iphigenia.” 

What could one anſwer to fuch preſſ- 
ing and polite ſolicitations! Courtiers 
are not eaſily refuſed, particularly by 
women, I recommended myſelf to God, 
and his divine protection: I had no 
other party to take; it is generally our 
laſt reſource, though it ought to be the 
firſt, as the moſt ſolid and aſſured. | 

© This being refolved,” cried the mar- 
quis, © the queſtion is, who mult in- 


© troduce theſe ladies to the play? For 
© my part,” continued he, * heſides that 
© I am too old, and ſhould acquit my - 
© ſelf very ill of the employment, my 


* being in waiting prevents me.“ All 
that were preſent offered themſelves; 


but the Duke of —— was the priviieged 


man, on account of his quality without 
doubt. The marquis added, that he 
would provide us with places, and would 
ſend to the exempt on guard. He ſaid, 

with a ſinile, that he would employ 
Dubois as a worthy agent of his ſon's, 


and very intelligent in the ſervice of the 


ladies, Had the marquis turned his 
eyes towards me at that time, he wouid 
have diſcovered I was affected with what 
he ſaid ; but, happily, he did not then 
examine me. As tor the noblemen that 
ſurrounded me, they, doubtleſs, attri- 
buted to my baſhfulneſs the diſorder 
that appeared in my face; their flattery 
was ſufficient to make it probable, and 
the little confuſion, of which they ima- 


gined themſelves the authors, did not 


make againſt me. I have ſince learned, 
that a new beauty was not thought odi- 


dus in thoſe parts. But enough of that. 


A. woman may be pardoned tor know- 
ing 2 great many things, but ſhe is 


not allowed to expatiate upon them. 
Diſguiſe is ſo much the faſhion, people 
are ſcandalized the minute we lay it 
aſide. 


Dubois, who had been called, ap- 


peared with an air that betrayed his 
ſurprize, apprehending a ſevere repri- 
mand; but he recovered at the orders 
he received: he hearkened to the mar- 
quis with a ſhare of aſtoniſhment, and 
made him repeat the meſſage twice over, 
he was to frightened. Notwithſtanding 
the agitation I was in, I conld not belp 
ſmiling to myielt at his perplexity. The 
arrival of Madame De Geneva], in whoſe 
looks I could read a fecret joy, helped 


to keep me in countenance; for although 


I was flattered with being made for the 
world, I was not in my proper element, 
The comfort I nad for my want of ex- 


perience was, that my friend ſeemed 
more at a loſs than I; for a woman who 


piqued herſelf on knowing the court, I 
did not find her behaviour ſuitable to the 
company ſhe was in. That volubility 
of ſpeech I had obſerved in her, made 
me think at firſt that ſhe alone would 
be a match for the whole company; 
but I have found from experience, that 


many of thoſe who appear to have the 
molt wit among people of their own 


{phere, are the "moſt Puzzled when as 
mong their betters. Madame De Ge- 
neval continually loſt the thread of ber 
diſcourſe: ſhe lordſbip'd every one who 
did her the honour to adreſs themiclves 
to her; like a tennis-ball on a racket, 
in the eaſy-chair placed for her, ſhe 
was no ſooner ſat down in it, but at 
each word ſpoke to her ſhe bounded up, 


and a curtſey enſued. I could not for- 
bear ſmiling feveral times at this ex- 


celiive go0d-breeding; but I thought L 
ſhould have laughed out, when one of 
the company expreſſed ſome gallantry 


on the ſubject of ber beauty. This flat 


tery ſoftened her looks into a ſtudied 


{mile of ſweetneſs, deſigned to convince. 


how very ſenſible ſhe was of the favour; 
and her boiy, as if it had been opon 
ſprings at the ſame inſtant, by a motion 
that Kept time with her head and ſhoul- 
ders, put her neck on the rack to hold 
itſelf higher. 

This is a ſmall ſketch of what ſelf- 
love can do, and at the ſame time a 
ſample of our charity, We women thew 
each other no mercy; and, to conclude 
this article with a proof of my ſincerity, 
I muſt own, nothing in theſe memoirs 


has 
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has given me ſo much pleaſure as this 
little piece of ſatite. Where is the harm 


in confefling the truth? I wiſh others 
may not be guilty of the fame fault. 
Upon refieQion, I was inclined to ſup- 
preſs this paſſage : but then my motive 
was pride; ſo that, all conſidered, I 
leave things as they are. | 

In the mean time, the attention with 
which the old marquis examined me, 
renewed my former frights, and made 
me judge he was contr;ving ſomething 
that regarded me. This brought to my 
mind what he had ſaid as he went out 
of my chamber, when I feigned to con- 
tinue in my fainting fit, which I before 
mentioned, that he had means of diico- 
vering who I was. But what chiefly 
terrified me, was his remaining filent 
as to what had then paſſed ; and when 
J compared his politeneſs with his re- 
ſervedneſs, after taking ſo much pains 
to find me out, I could not help con- 
cluding, from his ſeeming tranquillity, 
that he ated the politician, and had 
ſecret motives for his behaviour, 


Piepoſſeſſed with theſe reflections, I 


repented my facility in accepting of the 


party of pleaſure propoſed. Was it not 
poſſible that a hundred inconvenlences 


might enſue? I apprehended them. My 


lover might come: what would have 
been the conſequence! Would not our 
mutual confuſion have betrayed me, or 
given room for former ſuipicions? A 


crowd of luch like apprehenſions ſeized 


my mind at once; I grew pale, and the 
Duke of ——, who was near, and mill- 
ed no opportunity of ſaying ſoft things 
to me, was not the laſt in perceiving it. 


Lou change colour, Madam,“ ſaid he; 


© are you out of order? You ſeem to 
© be fainting?” I excuſed myſelf in the 
beſt manner 1 could; and I attributed 


the alteration he obſerved to a new pair : 
of ſtays, 


The old marquis, who heard 
my anſwer, which was natural enough 
to gain credit, came to me, and in an 
obliging manner begged me to think 
mylelf ar home, and thereupon called 
for a cordial ; which, he aſſured me, was 
exquilite for comforting ihe heart, 
Geneval, who judged ſhe ought to 
ſhare in the aſſiſtance given me, offered 
to unlace me: ell the young ſparks ap- 
plauded this motion, and drew about 
me with eyes that betrayed their mo- 
tive. I retuſed to ſuffer it, with a bluſh, 
which at the ſame time made me appear 
to be better, although it was in reality 
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the effect of common modeſty ; but my 
reſolution determined it, and they de- 
ſiſted. So true it is, that men are no 
farther enterprizing than they are en- 


* 


couraged. | 


%. 


| The cordial being come, the old mar- 


quis preſented it himſelf: I thought 
proper to take ſome out of. policy. In 
effect, it recovered me, and I found 
myſelf perfectly well, as uſual. But are 
all the cordials in the world capable of 
curing an unquiet mind? 

Dubois, who had been to beſpeak 
places from the marquis, returned, and 
gave an account of his commiſſion. He 
brought word that the exempt ordered 
two to be kept for us; but that he de- 
ſired us at the ſame time to come early, 


on account of the number of people he 


was to provide with places, Upon this, 
the marquis preſented me his hand, and 
ed me to his chair; the Duke of 
walked on one ſide of me, and Madame 
De Geneval, to whom a count gave his 
hand, followed. We went very flow, 
The old marquis ſaid to me ſoftly, 
s You will make many conqueſts, Ma- 
© dam, I am ſure; but however flat- 
„ teripg they may be, you triumph over 
& a heart, which places your charms in 
« the ſtrongeſt light, '—* IT expected, my 
c lord,” replied J, © theſe compliments, 
© not becauſe I merit them, but as they 
© naturally come from a perſon of your 
turn; with this diſpoſition, I hear 
£ 
. 


them withobt the leaſt vanity on my 
ſide. “ Would to God,” ſaid the 
marquis, with a look far from ſuitable 
to his years, that all the vows addreſſ- 
© ed to ou make no greater impreſſion! 
but, with to many charms, it is not 
poſſible but you muſt have a compal- 
ſionate heart. It is a point I beg 
leave to diſcuſs with you after the 
play. I have a great deal to ſay to 
you upon the ſubject, and mutt own 
you make me uneaſy on more accounts 
than one,” 1 
The diſcourſe broke off there, and 1 
was not a little perplexed. We were 
at the door of his apartment, which 
put an end to it. I got into the chair that 
was deſigned for me: it was the young 
marquis's, as I ſoon learned; and as it 
was the fineſt, they aſſigned it to me. 
Madame De Geneval went into that of 
the father, which was ornamented in a 
manner agreeable to his age. She ſeem- 
ed ſotranſported with the honours ſhewn 
her, which ſhe undoubtedly thought due 
| | | . | . to 
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to her merit, that ſhe could neither ſee 
nor hear, nor was ſenſible of any thing 
but her own dear ſelf. Whilſt we are 


in the arms of felt love, we have very 
little regard for any thing elle. 5 


We were ſcarce got out of ſight, but 
Dubois approached my chair. In the 
© name of God!* ſaid I to him, as ſoon 
as I ſaw him, tell me where your ma- 
© ſter is, and how I may extricate my- 
© ſelf from all the difficulties I fee round 


© me?'— Faith, Mademoiſelle,” replied 


he, I know not what to ſay to it: I 
© am ſo aſtoniſhed, that I cannot ima- 
© gine how theſe things could happen, 
© or why you ſhould throw yourſelf in- 


to the toils of our crafty maſter,” Here 


I interrupted Dubois, and told him by 


what accident it came to paſs. He 


heard my ſtory out, and agreed, that 
after meeting with the old marquis at 
maſs, my behaviour was natural enough, 
and that neither himſelf nor I could pre- 
vent accidents. Upon this, he told me, 


that both my lover and Saint Fal were 


at Paris; that it was impoſſible for the 
former to acquaint me that his father 


did not come there, he not having 
changed his reſolution till a moment 


before his ſon's departurez and that 
Forſan, his gentleman, a perſon entire: 


ly attached to the father, accompanied 
him in the journey; and that he durſt 


attempt nothing, neither to write to me, 


nor any other ttep, fearing he ſhould be 
examined, which would infallibly have 
Inn. 


Dubois and I both concluded, from all 
theſe precautions, that the old marquis 
knew me better than I thought for, or 
at leaſt had a ſuſpicion of me, and that 


the journey was one ef his Rratagems to 


clear up the myſtery, © But, good God!" 
cried J, fearing what might happen, 
£ dear Dubois, what method can I take? 
© Could you not, when I come from the 
© play, get me a poſt-chaiſe to make 
© my eſcape?'—* By no mveans,' re- 
plied this truſty ſervant; yo may ca- 
© fily think, that if our conjectures are 
well grounded, as there is no room 
to douht, there are perſons who watch 
you. Heaven kecp us from any at- 
tempt of that ſort! I have thought 
of a contrivance which will have a 
much better effect.“ The minute he 


was going to tell it to me, we found our- 


ſelves at the play-houle door; a number 
of chairs and a great crowd interrupted 


vüur converſation, Dubois quitted me, 
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ſaying, Be eaſy, and cautious of what 
* you ſay to the old marquis; dit- 
© ſemble, and do not trouble yourſelf 
© about the reſt. I am going to Paris.” 


He added ſomething more as he re- 


tired; but the Duke of ——, who was 
got into the playnouſe by the ſtage- 
door, and was ready to receive me, hin- 
dered my hearing it: a cruel diſappoint- 
ment. My lover was in queſtion, and 
that is generally a very intereiting ar- 


ticle. 


I had no room to doubt, ſome mo- 
ments after I was placed, but that the 
young duke was the perſon who at the 


firſt ſight had been ſo complaiſant as to 


be dazzled with my youthful charms., 
He told me as much, as likewiſe the 
viſit he had made me, and renewed his 
acquaintance with Madame De Gene- 
val, to whom he was very courteous, 
ſecretly aiming, no doubt, to get her of 
his tide, in order to have acceſs to me, 
or to oblige me, believing her more agree- 
able to me than ſhe really was. 


Whilſt he was making his court, my . 


o D * 4 
eyes ran over the objects that ſurround - 


ed me. The proſpect was enchanting, 
and the impreſſion it made was ſo great, 
that it took up my mind, and baniſhed 


all my cares. Such is the way of think - 


* 


ing with us women; newobjecks ſeize, 
engage, ani make us vary: the moſt 
ſolid and faithful of us all, is che who 
returns ofteneſt to the favourite obieR, 

This fight humbled my vanity, Tul 
that time 1 looked on myſelf as the 
compleateſt and prettieſt woman in the 
world; I could not help flattering my- 
ſelf chat J had but few equals: how- 
ever, I recovered with a ſigh from theſe 
two errors. The firſt thing that ſtruck 
me, as I caſt my eyes towards the boxes, 
was the magnificence and taſte which 
ſhined there. I then turned my eyes 
on myſelf, in order to draw a parallel 
betwixt thoſe ladies and me. What 
diſparity | Beſides my beauty, I thought 
I had a natural air, but I diſcovered a 
ſtiffneſs in myſelf, "here, if art ſup- 
plied the place of beauty, their eaſy be- 
haviour gave it ſuch charms, that I did 


1 


not know myſelf. Though I difag- 


proved of the red with which their faces 


were vermilioned, I ſecretly owned it 


was of great advantage; and I ;nitanily 
called to mind my having on a certain 
time made trial of it mylelf, and the 
aſtoniſhment it occaſioned at my being 
ſo different from wha; I was before. f 
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ſuaded you would thank me.” | 
ing always had a ſtrong inclination for 
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judged from thence, that it was no great 
crime to indulge ſuch harmleſs ſatiſ- 
factions, and that if one's happineſs 
conſiſts in being ſatisfied with one's ſelf, 
it is not ſurprizing that people give into 
practices which procure it. | 

The Duke of „who had finiſh- 
ed his politick converſation with Ma- 
dame De Geneval, came back to me, 


and interrupted my reflections by his ſoft 


expreſſions : but ſeeing me conſider very 
attentively a mighty pretty woman, he 
aſked my ſentiments of her. I think 
© her very charming, ſaid I; her 
chearful countenance pleaſes me be- 
yond expreſſion.—“ I am infinitely 
taken,” replied he, with this frank and 
natural deciſion; there are few wo- 
men who do jultice to their own ſex, 
particularly when beauty decides in 
their favour, She we talk of, re- 
ſembles you in this reſpect; her turn 
of mind is excellent, and her hiſtory 
very iemarkable. 
king would give me time enough, 1 
would relate it to you; and I am per- 
Have 
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* 


ſecret hiſtory, my anſwer was, he would 
do me a ſenſible pleaſure. He vas juſt 


beginning, but that inſtant every body 


riſing up, informed us of the king's 
coming. The duke being obliged to 
do like the reit, he ſaid, that if I 
would favour him ſo far, he would 


wait on me to give this account, and 


hoped to have that honour the next 
day. * ES 
I ſcarce heard theſe words, I was 
taken up with tle king's preſence to 
ſuch a degree, that I remaind the only 
one ſtanding, although every body was 


\ ſeated, which made me taken notice of 


with lome imiles ; even the name of 
country gentlewoman! reached my ears, 
and I took my ſeat with a bluſh, which 
puniſhed me more ways than one for 
the iii tle uneaſineſs my vanity had cauſed, 
As great a pleaſure as it is to be new, 
one hates to ſhew it by any thing in our 
behaviour. | 


J had never ſeen a play, ſo that it is 


eaſily to be imagined how attentive I 
was : I even melted into tears, and was 


more Iphigenia than Iphigenia herſeli. 


Whatever bears a reſemblance to the 
ſentiments of one's heart, and affects 
it, caules emotions, and recalls the ob- 


je t of onc's affections. I found my- 


leit moved, thoughtful, anxious. The 


If I thought the 
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idea of the marquis made deep impreſ- 
ſions in thoſe patſages, where the lover 
complained of the rigour of his deſtiny : 
methought he deſerved a milder lot. In 
one word, I was taken ill; I could ſcarce 
fetch my breath, The duke, more 
inured, or leſs attentive, could not help 
ſmiling at the ſincerity of my ſorrow, 
* How happy is that lover,” ſays he to 
me in another of the acts, in thoſe 
precious tears he cauſes you to ſhed; 
© but a thouſand times more fortunate 
* will he be, who ſhall pleaſe on a more 
© real occaſion. Good God, my lord!“ 
replied I, aſhamed of my tears, which 
I ttrove in vain to hide, * you are very 
© cruel to be diverted with my tender- 
neſs: great reſolution is requiſite to 
reſiſt the motions of the ſou], and you 
plainly ſhew thereby your own inſen— 
libility.'— Ah! what do you ſay, 
Madam?“ replied he, © and upon 
what do you ground that ſuſpicion ?” 
hy, is it not evident?“ ſaid I, vexed 
to have given room for this diſcourſe. 


„ &% K. W. a 


© am not the only one who ſeems to be 


© touched at this fine ſcene: my tears 
© are excuſable; but you, my lord, who 
very far from being moved, ſeem to 
brave compaſſion, do not you diſcover 
that it is none of your favourite vir- 

tues, and that you was born with a 
hard heart ??—* Much leſs than you 
imagine, returned the duke; wit= 
neſs thoſe fine eyes of yours in my 
behalf: I can eaſily confute your re- 
proach, ſince all that belongs not to 
you, at preſent, is indifferent to me. 
Yes, charming creature, if Iphigenia 
ſhould be a hundred- times more 
charming and lovely, ſhe could never 
make any impreſſion on my ſenti- 
ments, You reign alone without a 
rival, and I think nothing lovely be- 
ſides yourſelf.” : 

This declaration appeared ſo lively, 
and open, that I thought proper to be 
The play enabled me the better 
to obſer ve this conduct; it engaged me 


ſo cloſely, that I ſoon forgat what had 


paſſed: I intereſted myſelf more and, 
more in the diſtreſſes of the heroine, and 
it was over when I expected another 
act would follow; ſo deep and tender 
an affect it had on me. e 
The Duke of who ſeemed ena- 
moured with my ſlender charms, would 
have reſumed the diſcourſe. 1 began to 
be at & loſs in anſwering him, nor did 
I well know on what pitch to frame my 
b ny, AT Gn” 
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diſcourſe, When one has given one's 
ſelf out for ſomebody, and yet, through 
a fincerity of heart, diſdains to afſume a 
haughty air, that face of braſs is want- 
ing, which impoſtors eaſily attain, If 
I had really been the Counteſs Des 
Roches, I ſhould have known very 
well how to banter the duke on his be- 
ing ſo ſweet; but when I reflected up- 


on what I was, by taking upon me, I. 
ran a riſk of being one day or other ri- 


diculed for wy affectation; I found my- 
ſelf under an incertitude, which laid re- 
ſtraint on my very expreſſions. | 
Happily the king's preſence occaſion- 
ed ſuch an awe, that my praiſes were 
uttered ſo low, that they could not be 
overheard ; nevertheleſs, I ſhuuid have 
been obliged, either out of good man- 
ners or vanity, to return an anſwer ; 
but an accident, which I hitle expect- 
ed, eaſed me of my fears. An exempt 
(whom I knew to be ſuch by his ſtaft) 


advanced towards the duke, and told 


him the king commanded him to his box. 
He immediately roſe, and appeared con- 
cerned at this il]-timed order; at leaſt 
his looks ſignified as much. 1 turned 
my eyes towards the king; he ſeemed to 
conſider me: this threw me into a freſh 
perplexity. 


How weak we women are! How uſt» 


1y do they tax us with (-If-love! How 


many conjectures did I draw from this 


regard! Had I ſtrictly examined my- 


ſelf, J might have diſcovered a belief 


that the monarch thought me hand- 
ſome, and that the meſſage related to 


me; but this vanity was ſoon puniſhed, 
The duke preſently returned. It is true, 
he flattered me with a compliment apon 
the enquiry the prince made after mez 
but upon ſhe whole I found I was but 


the ſecond cauſe of the king's enquiring 
who I was: he had ſeen the duke talk- 


ing earneſtly to me; I was handiume 
and well dreſſed, but unknown to him, 


and he had a LIES to know cho I was. 


That is the matter of fact; and, all 
things conſidered, I found there were no 
grounds for my firlt thoughts, How- 
ever, I was contented with the reverie of 
ſelf-love, and not ſorry to have been 


miſtaken. 


The play was over, and they were 
going to begin the entertainment, when 
the old marquis appeared at the box 


joining to the place where I was, He 


bowed, and aſked me if I had been di- 
verted, Although I anſwered properly 


On. 


enough to this queſtion, part of the 
company turned their eyes upon me, 
either on account of my pronunciation 
or perſon, I ſtood it, however, as well 
as all the polite things the young duke 
perſiſted to ſay to me. I will not diſ- 
guiſe the truth; I have ſaid it before: 
and as a farther proof, I own lincerely, 
that though this diſcourſe cauſed no 
emotions in my heart, at leaſt I heark- 
ened to it with plezſure, The wiſeſt of 
us all are not in ſenſible to flattery, when 
accompanied with taſt- and delicacy. 

I was then in a fort of ſtate, ſcarce 
perceptible, and harder to be deſcribed; 
my eyes involuntarily turned vpon the 
duke, who was talking to me, when 
looking off him, I ſaw the young mar- 
quis leaning towards us, who ſeemed 
to overhear us: he raifed himf-1! up as 
ſoon as I ſaw him, and locked another 
way. I was ſo firuck at his unexpected 
ne and fo ſenſible of the {corn 
which I thought be expreſſed, that I 
changed colour, and found myſelf ill. 
My new admirer, who perceived it, 
haitily aſked me what was the matter. 
Im lubjeR,” replied I, © to giddineis; 


© this 18 a fit cf it, and if I remain any 


© longer here I ſhall faint away,” All 
which I told him to get out, not know- 
ing any longer u bat countenance to put 


The Boke of - ſcerned diſturbed 


at this. It is never the cultom, where 
the king is, to go out befote be does, 


when it occalions any lir, However, 
the duke found eo much altered, that 
he thought fit to venture: he made ſians 
to the exempt who had i-ated me, and 
when he was near enough to be heard, 
in a low voice ne told ning I was ill; 
and, to give a greater weight to the de- 
fire he nad of 1 me, he added, 
that there were nen Ons for it. This 
mace me bluſh, ad heard people talk 
round me, wach augmented my con- 
fuſion. However, tne exempt preſ-nt- 
ed me his hand. and Leut out, foilows 
ed by Geneval, w ho minus greatly 
at my frequent indapoicd hn, and who 
was much mori not tO [ee tue ene 
tertainment: to notvnrhita ding her 
pride, and her valuing 5criet upon be- 
ing {0 w.j4 at court, it w as che felt pla) 
ſhe had lecn, as her huſh nd vecy im- 
prude: ily told me; and, mr has, if it had 
not beet: for nie, he mic: or TIF fall 
this honour io toon; But let us come 
to ſomething more int*1citing, 

X 2 I was 
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to his di{courſe; no ſooner do I diſco- 


was my anxiety increaſed, 
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I was no ſooner in the chair, but was 
overioyed at heing out of the houſe.” I 
ſhould infallibly bave made a fine piece 
of work of it, which might perhaps have 
become publick, and forwarded what 
was to happen. 

Let any one imagine my iroable and 
confuſion, affectionate and tender as I 
ws; what innocence on my fide, and 
how many motives of ſuſpicion for the 
marquis, He finds me at the play, I 
appear to be engaged willi a very hand- 
gentleman, and attentive 


ver him, am out of countenance; I 
do more, I go ont, and ſo ſeem to avoid 
him. All these things, united to the 


uneaſineſs arifing from what Dubois 


had undoubtedly told him, could not 


ſuffer him to he very eaſy, particular! y 


aſter the proofs he had already given of 
his jeuluuſy, 

I intended, when at home, to ſhut 
myſelf up and write; but how much 
when the 
young Duke of —— met me coming 
out of my chair! 
in his, and offered his hand with an air 
of concern for my indiſpoſition, which 


very happily was viſible in my face. 


made vſe of this pretext to get rid of 
him, by ſaying I found myſelt oppreſſ- 
ed, and was going to bed. He ap- 
proved of my reſolution, and offered to 
ſend an eminent phyſician to my re- 
lief. I thanked him for his obliging 
overs, and when I was come to my 
aſſuring me he 
would have the honour of waiting on 
ine the next day, and in the mean time 
he would inform himſelf punctually of 
my health, 

I thought” I was going to be at quiet, 
but I had Madame De Geneval's offici- 
ouſneſs to endure ſtill, The honour and 


diſtinction I had procured her, rendered 


er polite; politickly hoping, that if we 


remained good friends, ſhe ſhould here- 


after enjoy the ſame prerogatives, I 


was obliged, in civility, to wait till ſhe 


pleaſed 10 quit me, which the did as 


ſoon as I was in bed. 


I ordered my aunt, in her preſence, 
to lock my doors, and Jet who will 
come, to tell them J was in bed, in or- 
der not to be diſturbed in my reflec- 
tions, principally on tke incidents of that 
day. 

I began with tears, which gave me 
relief. In effect, could there be a more 


He hid followed me 


THE FORTUNATE COUNTRY MAID. 


cruel caſe than mine? Had J one happy 
moment, from the time I firſt knew my- 
ſelf? One accident had followed ano- 
ther; I had not one moment's reſt. What 
could I hope from what was to come! 
What incidents secmed ready to create 
new troubles! The uneafinefs of the 
old marquis ai out me; his fon” s love 
and jealouſy ; the Duke of s ſenti- 
N who had no ſocuer nc. 
han declared chem; would not all this 


425 on conſequences ? ? Could 1 expect 


any thing elle? 
I was only entering into a detail of 


ſo many pe! rple xitics, in order to take. ; 


p: oper mealuies, when my aunt came 
into my room. * Madam,“ ſays ſhe, 
© here's a nobleinan defires in the hand- 
* ſfomeſt manner to fee you.”—* Did not 
© I tell you,” ſaid I, with an air I had 
much ado to ſuſtain, * that I would ſee 


© nobody 'I remember it very well, 
replied the good creature * but the per- 


* ſon of whom I ſpeak, ſays be mult ne- 
* ceſſarily ſpeak with you, and has 
© things of conſequence to communi- 
* cate to you. — Do as I bid you," 
continued J, in at one to be obeyed, 
thinking it might be the duke, or the 
old marquis; fail at your peril ! 
After my aunt was gone, I roſe, and 
to avoid all ſurprize, conſidering her 
ſimplicity, I drew the bolts, and then I 


wrote the marquis a letter, in which I 


ingenuouſly gave him an account of all 
that had paſſed, 1 foreſaw the uneaſi- 
veſs he would have on account of my 
converſation with the duke at the co- 
medy. I mentioned my apprehenfions 


in relation to his father, and begged 


him, in order to obviate what might 


happen, to change my abode, and even 


the town, if it could be done. 

I was much eaſier after relieving my- 
ſelf of the burden which weighed me 
down. It was after m:dnight before my 
letter was ſealed, and there was no like- 
lihood of getting it delivered then, It 
was of lo much conſequence, I was de- 
termined to irv{t nobody with it but 
Saint Fal or Dubois: the latter had 
promiſed to call the next day, and 1 
formed my reſolution accordingly. One 
is no ſooner at eaſe in one reipe, but 
one wants to be ſo in another, I was 
extremely ſolicitous to know who came 


to ſee me, when Barbara brought me 


word of the viſit I refuſed. Having 
then my wits more about me, I began 
to reflect on this affair, and I found 1 

| 5 Was 
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was in the wrong to imagine the Duke 
of —— would come again, it was fo 
lately that he left me, when my aunt 
came with the meſſage. It was not like- 
ly it ſhould be him, eſpecially knowing 
] was going to bed: he ſeemed to have 
more reſpect for me, than to commit 
ſuch an indecency. I turned my con- 
jectures another way, and as I could not 
but fix them upon the old marquis, I 


found them alſo as ill. grounded on many 


accounts, unneceſſary to be mentioned, 
But it was not the fame as to his ſon 
he loved me, had many reaſons for de- 
firing to ſpeak to me: had not his 
jealouſy been one, it was very natural 
for him, ſeeing me gu out on account of 
being indiſpoſed, to fly to my houſe with 
concern, and learn the occalion of it, as 


well as ſeveral things that might regard 


him. I had no ſooner raited this doubt, 


but was delirous to clear it up: J rung 


the bell, and according to the deſcrip- 
tion my aunt gave of the gentieman {he 
had ſent away, I found my ſuſpicion too 
well grounded. : 
Had I foreſeen that my obſtinacy. in 
not hearing my aunt, would occaſion 
the cruel conſequences it did, I ſhould 
then have regretted the giving room for 
them. But can one foreſee every thing 
when in perplexity ? So far from repent- 


ing, I thought my lover would pals a fa- 


vourable judgment on his diſappomt- 


ment in not ſeeing me, and would not 


condemn me in his heart. But were men 
born to be juſt ?—Pardon me, O beſt of 
huſbands, the injuſtice of.this apoſtro- 
phe! I retract it; my fincere love has 
ong ſince excepted you from the number 
of thoſe I mean. | | 
I paſſed the night in great anxiety, 
I waked early, hoping Dubois would 
come, and carry mv letter to the mar- 
vis. I was juſt up, when my aunt in- 
. me of a viſit, and aſked, if ſhe 
was to deny me as ſhe did the day be- 
fore, I bid her ſhew up, in hopes it 
was the man I wanted; Hut inſtead of 
Dubois, a gentleman of figure appear- 
ed, who named himſelf immediately 
Melicourt, lover to that dear friend. 
He came from the monaſtery where Ma- 
dame De G— had ſheltered me. How 
troubled foever I might be in mind, 
out of reſpe& for my triend, I received 


the gentleman with great politeneſs, and 


earneſtly aſked after his miltreſs: he 
delivered me a letter from her, telling 
me, that as ſoon as I had read it, he 
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would fully ſatisfy my curioſity, I 
opened it, and read as follows, | 


[ Send you, my dear friend, the hap. 

© py news Thave received from MI. 
De Melicourt, who will have the ho- 
nour to deliver you this letter. 1 call 
it happy, becauſe it will ſhortly per- 
haps procure me the charming plea- 
ſure of embracing you, and renewing 
our. tender friendihip. I am much 


obliged to him for complying ſo rea- 


* 
0 
* 
. 
o 
o 
c 
© dily with the deſire I had, that you 
© ſhould be informed by him of the 
good effects which followed from your 
© kind offices. All we wantis an addi- 
© tional intereſt, to terminate our af- 
* fairs: I do not doubt but yon will 
© employ the Marquis of L. V. to preſs 
© my diicharge from the monaſtery, I 
© confeſs it will be ſo much the more 
© agreeable, as it will bring me nearer 
© you; a happineſs I am ambitious of 
© beyond what I can expreſs, 
Our mutual friend, the difcreet 
Lindamine, charged me to tell you, 
that you are ever in her thoughts, 
Do you think I yield to her in the leaſt, 
as to vivacity of fentinents ? 
oh © SAINT AGNES.* 
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T was charmed with this letter, and 
the hopes it gave me of my friend's af- 
fairs drawing to a concluſion, I turned 
to her lover, and begged him to com- 
pleat my joy, by informing me what 
had been done, and why I had been ſo 
long without hearing from her. Alas, 
* Madam!” replied he with a ſigh, © the 

lovely Minette would never have heard 
more of me but for the letters you for- 
warded, by which I at length learned 
where ſhe was: it is to her, it is ta 
you, I owe the happineſs of havin 
found her out. I thought her luſt for 


ſuading mylelf of the poſſibiliiy of 
any ſuch thing, which I thought fo 
diſtant. You yourtclt ſhall judge, 
by what happened to me ſince the fa. 
tal day, when the artifice and credit 
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{ſeparate us. 

© You knew, Mademoiſelle,” contis 
nued Melicourt, „in what a cruel man- 
ner I was ſnatched from the embraces 
© of ſv beloved a wife. Had my ſtrength 
© equalled my rage, I thould have treed 
« mylelt from the hands of thoſe cruel 
people whe oppoſed the relief I would 
6 have 


ever, and I was very far from per- 


of her unjuſt father found means to 
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have given her: but I was obliged to 
yield to numbers; and it was not 


without a thouſand efforts that they 


at lait ſeized me. However, notwith- 
ſtanding the trouble my reſiſtance gave 
them, and my furious tranſports, they 
behaved with reſpect to me; they had 
orders undouhtedly to uſe me well. 
The officer who commanded the party, 


knowing the deep concern under which. 
I laboured, ſeemed to ſhare in it, and 


endeavoured to pacify me by repeated 
aſſurances, that my confinement would 
be ſhort; that he knew the affair did 
not regard the ſtate, but was entirely 
owing to the intereſt of a family. In 


all appearance theſe differences would 


neither be of any long continuance, 
nor have any farther conlequences, 
Inſtead of anſwering, I held my 
tongue; my grief was mute, and con- 
tinued in that diſpolition during the 
four days of my journey; I would hear 
no reaſon. | 

© When I arrived at V, they 
conducted me to the town-pri:on; the 
next day the governor came to ſee me, 
and aſſured me, if I behaved well, I 
ſhould not be confined eight days. I 
aſked him what was expected from 


me. To join,“ ſaid he, “ in ſetting. 


aſide your marriage. You may ima- 
gine, in ſpite of all your efforts, it 
wilt be ſo. neither more nor leſs, for 
it mutt end there, the methods you 
employed being unwarrantable. Shall 
I acquaint you what mult be the con- 
ſequences of your refulal? a long and 


ruinous ſuit between your fannlies. 
ls it not much better prudently to 


conſent to that you cannot avoid, 


than to give your adverſary a handle 


to opprets you, and keep you here 
during pleaſure? Prudence requires of 
us to yield to occurrences; and he is 


truly wiſe who knows how to tuit - 


his conduct to the caprices of for- 
tune.“ | OTE _ 
« Suck was the governor's diſcourſe 


as often as he came to ſee me, but 


without any effect. I aſſured him of 


my conſtancy and reſolution, with a 


proteſtation that 1 defied Monſieur De 


proteded by the king's juſtice, and 
his deciſion in my favour; that in the 
mean time I would oppole patience to 
the perſecutions prepared for me. 

* The governor, who was undoubt- 
edly an intimate friend of Monſieur 


, trom the hopes I had of being 


c 
« 
* 
c 
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* 
c 
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De ——, and who had been pitched 
upon in order to intimidate me, ſeem- 
ed much diſſatisfied with my ſteadi- 
neſs : however, he behaved like a gen- 
tleman; and, barring my confinement, 
I was treated with great indulgence ; 
but he had his views, as I have piain= 
ly diſcovered, . 

* He came every eight days, and af. 
ter ſome time he cealed to talk of my 
affairs, not to provoke me; my fear 
of putting him upon the chaprer of 
diſſolving the marriage reſtrained my 
curioſity, and hindered my aſking any 
queſtions. | 
© In the mean time, the uneaſineſs J 
ſuffered on account of my charming 
Minette, tormen:ed me nigut and day 
to the laſt degree: itiere was not a 
moment I did not lament her abſence, 
and ſeek means of obtaining my liber- 
ty; but I was fo ſecured, that there 
was no hope cf effecting it. 


After having loſt theſe endearing 
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hopes, I einployed myſelf in endea- 


vouring to inform my father of the 


place of my confinement, that he 
might exert his power for my deli. - 
very: this ſeemed leis difficult than 
making my eſcape, The turnkey who 
attended me, and whom I had been 


a long time gaining by little gratifica- 


tions, and formal promiſes of making 
his fortune upon obtaining my liber- 
ty, if he would come into my mea- 
ſures, appeared fit for my purpoſe. I 
flattered myſelf the more, becaule 
he ſeemed compaſſionate, and would 
ſometimes of his own accord bewail 
his being engaged in an employment, 
to which he had, he ſaid, ſuch a re- 
pugnance and antipathy. This con- 
fidence ſeemed to me a good omen; 
and when I imagined I had wrought 
him to that pitch of compaſſion I de- 
fired, I opened myſelf one day to 
him, avd propoſed to him, under 
promiſe of a good reward, to deliver 
a letter I had wrote to my father, He 
leemed itruck at the propoſition, and 
exp:efled his diſlike of it, by repre- 
ſenting the puniſhments aſſigned for 
thoſe who betrayed their truſt on the 
like occaſions : to enforce which he cit- 
ed ſeveral examples, the very rehearſal 
of which was really ſhocking; and he 
did it fo pathetically in his way, that he 
ſeemed much cerrified. I found him 
{o'averie this firſt time, that I did not 
preſs him any farther: I thought it 
rf ck | | * beſt 
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© beſt to wait another day to ſpeak 
« again, and prepare him by degrees : 
© thus he inſenfibly accultomed himſelf 


to my propoſals, 

It happened as I gueſſed; the turn- 
key yielded at laſt, and charged him- 
ſelf with my packet, promiſing it 
ſhould be delivered as directed, and 
that I ſhould have an anſwer, Theſe 
fair hopes gave ſome truce to my pain, 
and I waited impatiently the iſſue. 


The time ſeemed inſupportably long, 


and there were now fifteen whole days 


paſſed away without hearing one word, 


He exhorted me to have patience, aſ- 
luring it would not be long before I 


was ſatisfied, As a proof that I ought | 


not to be uncafy, the turnkey inform- 


ed me how he had contrived to be cer- 


tain of the packet's being delivered, 
without running any riſk, He had 


ſent his brother, as he aſſured me, Who 
was to deliver my letter himſelf, and 


bring back an anſwer. This ſeemed 
ſo feaſible, that I applauded it, and 
ealily believed all he ſaid on the lub- 


jet. 


I had wrote a letter to my dear 


Minette, wherein J aſſured her of be- 


ing for ever conſtant. As I was 1g- 


norant what became of her, I defied : 


my father to get this letter delivered 
wherever ſhe was, and to {end her an- 
ſwer. I was prepared on every fide, 
and made no doubt but that J had 


taken care to be ſerved according to 


my wiſhes. A priſoner has time to 
think of every thing. 


« One night, being more impatient 


than ever, and lamenting bitterly that 
I had no news, I keard an unuſual 
noiſe of bolts, which ſurprized me. I 
was alone in my tower. 
only to me they came; and, unleſs 
it were ſomething ver ypreſſing, it was 


not then an hour for any body to viſit 


me: in fine, it was my turnkey. Joy 
in his countenance promiſed good 
news, and immediately raiſed my ſpi- 
rits. Nothing but tidings of my let- 
ters, or my liberty, that could occa- 
ſion his viſit or his looks. I eagerly 
aſked him what I was to expect. 


| © Sec,“ ſaid he, delivering me a packet 
| © of letters, to what danger I have ex- 
| © poſed myſelf! I fay no more. Adieu. 
| © I tremble! My fidelity muſt not be 
“ ſuſpected, My brother is but juſt 
| © arrived, and notwithſtanding thedan- 
3 GY in wan at this time, I could 
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not withſtand the pleaſure of eaſing 
& your concern, and affording you a 


& good night.“ 
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any engagement between us, 


I thought this regard 
of his ſo kind, that in order to give 
him an early inſtance of my acknow- 
ledgment, I drew a ſmall diamond 
from my finger, and made him a pre- 
ſent of it, with aſſurances that I would 
not ſtop there. The turnkey went 
away well ſatisfied; but I was cer- 
tainly more ſo at that time than he. 


© I was no ſooner alone, but I opened 


my packet in great haſte; it contained 
two letters: the firſt was from my ta- 
ther, the other from my wife, I found 
my father's hand ſomewhat different 
from what it uſed to be, but I took 
very little notice of it; as for the ſe- 


cond, ſigned Minette, I thought of 


nothing but the pleaſure I enjoyed. It 
was the tirit I ever received from her, 
and only delayed by kiſſing a thou- 
{and times the teſtimony I expected of 
her love. However eager I might be 
to know the reaſons of my contine- 
ment, love prevailed over curioſity. 


Here is Minette 5 letter. 


Thought I could not refuſe, Sir, 
„ an anſwer to your letter. 
ſorry for what you ſuffered upon my 
account. I adviſe you to contribute 
to your enlargement, by ſubmuting 
to what is expected from you. For 
my part, I thought myſelf obliged to 
obey a parent; and if 1 am the only 
caule of your tioubles, I remove 
that obſtacle, by releaſing you from 


ſome ſcruple in the affair, but IJ have 
been informed the firſt duty of a 
daughter 1s to obey her father, and 
that all engagements are void which 
are made without the conſent of thoſe 
who brought us into this world. I 
hope you will have ſenſe and reſolu- 
tion enough to conform yourlelf ta 
ſo warrantable an excuſe, and that 
your eſteem for me is ſuch as not to 


oppoſe my tranquillity,” 


© I thought this letter ſo cruel, and 
it overwhelmed me with fo violent a 
grief, 1 had like to have fainted a- 
way. Deſpair alone preſerved my 

ſenſes. © Perfidious wretch!”” Icried, 
throwing the letter diſdainfully away, 
could I expect ſuch a barbarous re- 
turn? 8o much love and conſtancy, 
did they deſerve a charge fo odious!“ 
© I was 
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without taking any thing, 


168 
I was two hours in a ſtate as painful 
© to feel as to deſcribe; I threw out a 
© thouſand i imprecations againſt the un- 


* grateful creature, and ſtopped twenty 
© times before J could read over my fa- 


ther's letter. He expreſſed great ten- 
derneſs, exhorted me to have pati- 
ence, and promiſed I ſhould ſoon be 
at liberty, provided I renounced my 
marriage. He very frankly confeſſed 
that Minette's father had much the 
beiter intereſt, and that I ſhould pe- 
riſh in priſon it I did not ſubmit to 
power, as he had done. He gave me 
an account of the perfidy of my miſ- 
trels, wo had held out but a few 
days; and, to obtain her pardon, had 
accepted of a huſband recommended 
by her relations, to whom ſhe was to 
be married in eight days. He ex- 
horted me to imitate her, aſſuring me 
that I ſhould be reſtored to my Über- 
© ty as ſoon as I ſhould take ſuch a re- 
« folution, I was not able to go through 
the letter, I had too much of it al- 
© ready: the night was ſpent in walk- 


ing about my chamber, and complain. 


© ing of my perfidious miſtreſs. 

I was three days and. three nights 
and it was 
©* the fourth day, that being aſhamed of 


« my folly, I refoived on declaring I had 
no farther thoughts of the unfaithful 


* Minette; and that frce the had been 


© capable of deceiving me, I would ne- 


© yer hear ber named, I had no ſooner 
c explained myſelf on this ſubject, and 


conſented to the ſetting aſide my mar- 
© klage, but was promiſed my liberty on | 


© this condition, that I ſhould return to 
© my father, and never more endeavour 
to {ke my ungrateful miſtreſs, 
* too angry to make any difficulty upon 
© that head. My haired, fo naturally 
od expreſſed, forwarded my liberty, and 
it was granted three days after, 

* As oon as I was at liberty, I went 
to my father, He confirmed Minette's 

« perfidy, and ſhewed me a letter, ſetting 
forth all it's circumſtances. He told 


I was. 


me what ſteps he had taken to pro- 
cure my liberty, which proved inef- 


« feral}, through the great credit which 
« Minette's father had employed: he 
told me, however, that in ſpite of all 


© his intereſt, his adverſary would have 


© had the worſt of it; becauſe, as my 
- « Jagher acted incoguito, he muſt have 
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defendant, on account of his refuſing | 
his own daughter, if I had not given 
my conſent for the annulling the mar- 
riage. This occaſioned a letter from 
court, by which he was given to un- 
derſtand, that if he pulhed things any 
farther, he ſhould never ſee me again; 

a menace that ſtopped him thort, by 

reaſon of the tenderneſs he had for me. 

Above ſix months after, talking 

with my relations about my confine- 

ment, and telling them after what 
manner I found means to write to my 
father, I underitood he had never re- 
ceived my letter, This incident aſto- 
nifhed me; and I preatly ſurprized 
my facher in my tun, when I pro- 
duced the pretended letter I thought 
he had writ. He was himſelf almoſt 
miſtaken in the hand, fo little diffe- 
rence there was between 1t and his 
own. He aſſured me he never wrote 
to me; and notwithſtanding the pains 
he took to find out how they could 
counterfeit his hand, he never could 
clear up the affair, and it is but late. 
ly that this myſtery was brought to 
light. 

However, this inſtance of forgery 

gave me tome ſuſpicion. I acquaint- 
ed my father with eit, but he was the 
innocent cauſe that I did not examine 
things with proper attention, The 
confidence he was in of Minette's in- 
fidelity, which bad been confirmed to 
him from different hands, paſſed even 
to me; and I thought there was ſo 
much reaſon to for: vet her, that I ſhould 
in time have attained it. 
For ſome months 1 was exceeding 
melancholy; notwithſtanding my en- 
deavours, I could not forget the un- 
grateful Mademoiſelle De ——. I 
ſtrove, indeed, to divert my thoughts 
from her; but her dear idea had taken 
too deep root in my heart to be ſo 
eaſily torn away. Sometimes retent-— 
ment gave me eaſe, but it toon vaniſh- 
ed; and after all my projects to forget 
her, J found myſelf the moſt untor- 
tunate and moſt enamoured of man- 
kind. 

But my mother, who ſuffered pro- 
digiouſly to ſee me waſte away by de- 
grees, and fearing at laſt to loſe me, 
thought if fl.e could but contrive to 
give me an inclination for ſomebody 
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© e'fe, that J ſhould recover in time, 
1 Paint in the trial, without a © and forget the perfidious Minette, 
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© To this effect, ſhe drew much com- 
«© pany to the houſe, and put me under 
© an obligation, as is vſual, of aſſiſting 
© in the honours of the aſſembly which 
« was conſtantly held. All the neigh- 
© bourhood afforded of handſome young 
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ladies came to it. One in particular, 
about fourteen, of a brown complex- 
ion, and à chearful amiable charac- 
ter, diſtinguiſhed herſelf, and was ad- 
mired by all the world. She was al- 
ways merry, and had ſomeching new; 
to be acquainted with her, and deſire 
to love her, was the ſame thing. At 
firſt I only looked at her, and conſi- 
dered how well ſhe deſerved the praiſes 
given her: but a cuſtom of ſeeing her 


ſoon had a farther effect; I wiſhed to 


ſhare in her friendſhip. Time could 
rot be more agreeably ſpent ; ſhe did 
not ſeem averſe to me, and was the 
moſt obliging creature in the world: 
the more I knew her, the more I was 
enchanted. My mother perceived it, 
and being willing to ſnatch an oppor- 


tunity ſhe had been purpoſely waiting 


for, ſhe ſpoke to the young lady's mo- 


ther, named me for her daughter, and 


advanced matters with ſo much ex- 
pedition, that three days after ſhe told 
me, if J was in love with Mademoi- 
ſelle De ——, as ſhe had no room to 
doubt, I ſhould be her huſband in 
eight days. | 

© Any body but myſelf would have 
been tranſported with ſuch an expec- 
tation. The lady in queſtion was ex- 


ceeding lovely; a thouſand good qua- 


lities enhanced her charms: they had 
ſeduced me in appearance; yet it was 
admiration, and not love, which af- 
fected me; as I diſcovered when my 
mother propoſed her for a wife; in- 
ſtead of the comfort ſhe had promiſed 
herſelf, ſhe met with nothing but 
trouble and perplexity. 

This unexpected coldneſs ſurpriz- 
ed her. She aſked what could occa- 
ſion it; and whether it were poſſible, 
after having ſhewn ſuch a deference 
for Mademoiſelle De —, that I 
ſhould heſitate to thank her for her 
trouble, in getting me preferred to a 
number of others who ſighed for her. 
I loved my mother too well to diſguiſe 
the matter; I told her ſincerely how I 


was affected. The propoſed lady's 


charms had ſenſibly touched me; but 


I continued to love the perfidious Mi- 
© nette, Her image was more deeply 
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* rooted than ever in my heart, when ſhe 
* ſeemed juſt upon the point of being 
* baniſhed from it. I bemoaned my 
* weakneſs; I aſked a thouſand pardons 
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for it of the beſt of mothers; but I 
could notextort from myſelf a promiſe 
to comply with what ſhe had engaged 


her word for. It was to no purpoſe for 


her to remonſtrate the injury Idid my- 
ſelf thereby, the folly of a conſtancy 


fo ill deſerved, and the reſentment of 


Mademoiſelle De =— and of her fa- 
mily, if I perſiſted in my ſentiments, 
I owned the juſtneſs of her refleQions, 
but at the ſame time declared, that if 
they drove me to this marriage, how 
flattering ſoever it might appear, they 
would render me the moſt unhappy of 
mankind. | | 

My mother, moved with all I had 
ſaid on this occaſion, promiſed me ſo 
to manage matters that my refuſal 
ſhould not appear; and in order to it, 


ſhe would find pretences for a delay, 


the better to break off the affair. This 


_ goodneſs, this condeſcenſion, gained 


upon me lo much, and appeared fo en- 
dearing, thatT expreſſed my acknow- 
ledgments in the moſt lively and re- 


ſpectful terms. I thought Iwas myſelf 


again, and foreſaw what was to happen. 


Nevertheleſs, my father, who was 
not ſo complaiſant as ſhe in giving in- 


to my way of thinking, called my mo- 
ther's goodneſs imprudence,andwould 
not join in it. He told me, that he 
did not underſtand my viſions; and 
told me ſternly, he expected me to 
agree to the marriage, which had 
only been concerted in complaiſance to 
me. It was in vain for me to try his 
paternal tenderneſs ; he would hear 
no reaſon, My father reminded me 
of the trovble 1 had already occaſion- 


ed through his fond complaiſance, and 
aſſured me, that if I took the way to 


give him more, he would make me 
know who was maſter, and that he 
expected to be obeyed, 

© Things were in this poſture, when 
a ſtranger arrived and enquired for me: 
it was high time; I was on the brink 
of being tied for ever, and after long 
ſtruggles ſinking under a father's ab- 
thority ; but the letters that were de- 
livered changed the face of affairs, 
and gave me a legal right of proteſt- 


ing againſt my intended marriage. T 


was tranſported with joy to think the 
charming, dear Minette, was conſtant, 
| Y and 
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and I bluſhed for having been capable 
of ſuſpecting her fidelity. I bewailed 
her condition, and my father joined 
with me in deteſting the cruelty of her 


her to vile intereſt: we took advice 
concerning the violence offered this 


laws, and the moſt eminent lawyers; 
they were of opinion that Minette 


the ſait be revived which had been 
carried on, to have her acknowledged 
for the daughter of Monſieur Le 


appear in the affair, but managed it 
in the ſame manner as Monſieur De 
had done before, and this with 
ſo much addreſs, that the affair was 
on the point of being determined in 
three months time. . 
© Monſieur De —, who little ex- 
pected to ſee this affair renewed again, 
which ſo nearlyconcerned him, thought 
to confound his ſecret enemies with 
the ſame facility as before; but he 
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protector was dead, and the ſucceſſor 
not altogether ſo partial in his favour, 
He was obliged now to appear, and 
put in his anſwer to the ſtrong attacks 


proofs were clear as the day, he was 


Minette for his daughter; and, on ac- 
count of his former behaviour, and the 
violence he had employed, he was for- 

© bid the fight of her till farther orders. 

© The verbal proceſs of this affair 
© having been ſent to Rome, the holy 
© father named commiſſaries to examine 

g it; and, after a mature deliberation, 

© it was determined that the nuncio 
© ſhould decide it. . Ss 

This, Mademoiſelle, continued 

Melicourt, is the preſent poſture of 

© ouraffairs; and therefore your charm - 
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depend on. My father has not the 
honour to know our judge; and we 
have ſome reaſon to fear he will not 
be favourable to us, not only from 
the intereſt that Monſieur De | 
may ſtill have, which he will un- 
doubtedly exert on this occaſion, but 
even from the conſequences of ſuch 
an indulgence, which may become, a 
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« precedent for others in the ſame caſe, 


* 


EE 


relations, in barbarouſſy ſacrificing 
adorable perſon; we conſulted the 


ſhould proteſt againſt her vows, and 


— My father would not let me 


found things very much altered: his 


that were made againſt him. As the 
at laſt condemned to acknowledge 


ſo great a ſhare. 


ing friend begs your aſſiſtance. The 
juſtice of her cauſe is all ſhe has to 
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© As to Monſieur De —, added 
Meſicourt, he is exaſperated againſt 
© his daughter; and declares, that if 
© the is freed from her vows, he will 
© never ſee her: his wife joins with him; 
© and, without a miracle, there is no 
© room to believe he will ever lay aſide 
© this unjuſt prejudice. 
© The powerful party my father has 
formed for us in the province, has 
declared in our favour, and promiſes, 
if the nuncio reſtores Minette to her 
liberty, ſo unjuſtly taken away, we 
ſhall be married after the proper forms 
have been obſerved; in this they gene- 
rally agree. I went in perſon to 
acquaint Saint Agnes with theſe par- 
ticulars; ſhe was equally pleaſed with 
me, and ſhewed fo great an earneſt- 
© nels, that you, Mademoiſelle,” ſaid 
this conſtantlover, © ſhould ſhare in our 
joy, that I am come with zeal to im- 
part to you this tranſaction. I beg 
© you to continue to us both your 
* friendſhip, which we value beyond 
c expreſſion,” | Pr "Ry 

Thus did Melicourt finiſh his ſtory, 
I obſerved him during his diſcourſe, 
and found him to be worthy my charm- 
ing friend, T heartily thanked him for 
his complaiſancez and I promiſed to 
contribute every thing in my power to 
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promote his intereſt, which I earneſtly 


embraced, and would certainly employ 
all my credit in an affair wherein I took 
He ſeemed fatisfied 
with theſe aſſurances: and, to leave 
him no room to doubt of my being in 


_ earneſt, I told him I was that moment 


writing to the perſon Saint Agnes had 
mentioned,. and that I hoped I ſhould 
know that very day if I might depend 
upon thoſe I intended to employ, I 
took my pen, and inſerted this requeſt 
in my letter to the marquis, which L 


recommended in a manner the molt pre- 


valent to render it effectual. | 
Dubois, whom I impatiently expect- 
ed, never came, I could not imagine 
how to account for this delay : it was 
now palt noon, and my uneaſineſs be- 
came ſo manifeſtly viſible, that Meli- 
court perceiving it, aſked me the cauſe 
of it. I could not reſiſt the deſire he 
ſhewed of making me eaſy; I thought 
I ſaw in him a ſecond Saint Agnes; 
beſides, I imagined myſelf in fo much 


danger, till I bad acquainted the mar- 


quis, that I ought to hazard the ſecret, 
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in order to get a letter delivered to my 
lover, on which I thought my ſafety 
depended. I could truſt Melicourt with 
the commiſſion, which he joyfully ac- 
cepted, and promiſed to bring me an 
anſwer in leſs than half an hour, I was 
overjoyed at this; and giving him his 
inſtructions, he ſet out. Ought I to have 


expected what he brought me back? O 


Heaven! I tremble at this day, when [I 
think on the cruel anſwerT received, If 
any one has ſhared in the preceding per- 
lexities I have undergone, let them 
continue their pity for me; they will 
ſhortly ſee whether I deſerved it, and 
whether the peace and proſperity I ac- 
tually enjoy have not been bought by 
all that is moſt ſenſible to a woman, 
whoſe heart has ever been ſo tender and 
faithful as mine. 55 
It was almoſt three in the afternoon, 
and no Melicourt yet returned. Let 
any one imagine what I ſuffered; a 
thouſand things came into my head up- 
on this delay. To crown my misfor- 
tune, Madame De Geneval entered my 
chamber, telling me the marquis was 
come, who followed her in. How hard 
is it to affect tranquillity when inwardly 
racked with cares ! and how much it 
has coſt me to accuſtom myſelf to this 
policy, ſo neceſſary in the world, which 
obliges one to be perpetually diſguiſed ! 
I was too much a novice in this art, to 


aſſume that air which eludes the eye of 


the curious. The old marquis per— 
ceived the conſtraint I was under, and 
aſked me, (with a politeneſs which ſo 
much diſtinguiſhes people of a certain 
quality) if he was not come at an im- 
proper time, I could not help bluſhing 
at his penetration; however, I anſwered 
luckily enough, attributing the trouble 
I could not hide to an indiſpoſition that 
hung upon me. To recover myſelf, and 
avoid a converſation, whereof 1 dread- 
ed the conſequences, I aſked his lord- 
ſhip's leave to continue my work; this 
gave me an opportunity of looking 
down, for I dreaded to meet his eyes. 
Though in years, he had a piercing 
look, which ſeemed to read one's very 
thoughts. Whether it was prejudice or 
fear, every time he looked me in the 
face, I imagined his eyes ſaid, * Ah, 
© Jenny, Jenny! it is to no purpoſe to 
© hide yourſelf from me; I read the 
very motions of your heart.“ One 
may judge if I was very caly Under 
luch an apprehenſion. | 
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Any body but myſelf, in theſe cir- 
cumſtances, would have foreſeen that 
Melicourt might return with a letter, or 
perhaps have ſome ſecrets to communi— 
cate, and therefore would have abſented 


themſelves for a moment, under pretence 


of giving orders to a ſervant, It is com- 
monly ſaid, that the ſimpleſt girl has al- 
ways ſenſe enough to manage what re- 
gards her heart: I ingenuouſly own my- 
{elf not to be of that number. I thought 
the leaſt action would render me ſuſpect- 
ed, and even betray me, 


When my eyes met thoſe of the old 


marquis, I caſt them quickly down 
again in great confuſion; I thought he 
came only to make diſcoveries, and that 
I was to guard againſt all that might 
lay me open. Upon this, I put on a 
formal countenance; my diſcourſe was 
perplexed, and in my agitation I often 
anſwered without underſtanding what 
was faid, or knowing what J anſwered, 

The old marquis, too quick-ſighted 


not to ſee the diſorder I was in, curious 


perhaps to augment it, or find out the 
meaning of it, drew near, and began 


to be very ſweet, but in the moſt re- 


fined manner in the world. Madame 
De Geneval applauded him, undouht- 
edly vexed, though willing to make her 
court, For my part, totally abſent, I 
ſcarce gave him an anſwer; a forced 
ſmile often ſupylied the place of a real 


one. Confeſs, Madam, ſaid the mar- 


quis to General, playing with a ball of 
ſilk, that the counteſs has a com- 
© plexion not to be matched, Do you 
obſerve the delicacy of her features, 
and thoſe little dimples which form 
themſelves when that pretty mouth is 
going to utter the leuit ſyllable?? Per- 
plexed as I was, I could not help ſmil- 
ing from time to time; every feature re- 
ceived it's encomium; and letting none 
eſcape him, his imagination, more lise- 
ly than could be expetted tor his age, 
ſcemed tranſported when he ſpoke of all 
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the charms with which he flattered 


me. 
I was handſome; I have ſaid fo be- 
fore, and I am ſorry I am obliged to re- 


peat it, and to ſpeak of myſelf with leſs 


reſerve than I wog chuſe; but I can- 
not give a probability to certain tran— 
ſports, without ingenuoufly telling what 
gave them birth. The marquis was 
ſyrprizing in that reſpect. I was ſome 
time before I could account for itz his 
curious looks betrayed him. The pol- 
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ture I was in ſhewed my breaſt, not- 
withſtanding it's being covered, on the 
leaſt motion; the fine turn and whiteneſs 
of it threw the old gentleman into ex- 
taſies: he talked to me on this ſubject 
in expreſſions that did not betray his 
years; and this in ſuch a manner, as to 


make no impreſſion on any one but my- 


ſelf. | 
The name of father to the man I 
adored, gave the old marquis ſuch an 
influence over me, and I had conceived 
ſuch reſpect for him, both through fear, 
and my regard for his fon, that I had 
not courage to contradict ſeveral ex- 
preſſions, I ſhould certainly have in. 
terrupied but from theſe motives, I can- 
vot tell what the old courtier thought, 


but to me it did not ſeem that my con- 
deſcenſion gave him room to exceed the 


bounds of a certain decency. His po- 
hteneſs gave me great pleaſure, and 
kept me in countenance, Geneval was 

quite otherwiſe z every trifle made her 
familiar: and it I had not behaved with 
a ſerious -air in her regard, her little 


fooleries, and the liberty which ſhe would 


have taken, might have encouraged the 
marquis to exceed the limits my diſcre- 


tion had preſcribed to the complaiſance 


I thought myſelf obliged to ſhew him, 
But J had not the ſame regard for her, 
when leaning over my work, and pre- 
tending to romp, ſhe had maliciouſiy 
removed the handkerchief which covered 
my breaſt, and occaſioned great ſpright- 


lineſs from the marquis. I gave them 


both ſo ſevere a look, that it was eaſy 
to comprehend JI was not to be jeſted 
with too far, nor of a temper to ſuffer 
ſuch ſort of behaviour. The air I put 


on made the marquis reaſſume that re- 
pet for me he thought my due; and 
from that time, on all occaſions, he ne- 


ver forgot himſelf. So true it is, that 
à virtuous woman may Keep men at a 
diſtance if ſhe pleaſes; whenever they 


bebave otherwile, ſhe can only blame 


herſelf for her want of reſeive, Men 
endeavour to divert us; and, under that 
pretence, take too great freedoms, Un- 
happy is that young woman, who de- 
fends herſelf in mirtb; ſhe muſt loſe 
ground. Seriouſnels is the ſhield of 
virtue; thoſe are wiſe who know how 
to employ it in a proper manner, 
Another thing, againſt which young 
women ought to be upon their guard, 
1s their own ſex ; and, above all, never 
10 coutract a friendihip with any woe 


man, unleſs they be very ſure of her 
character, The commerce of too ta. 
miliar a ſhe-friend is often more dan- 
gerous than that of the moſt enterp1iz- 
ing man. And why? Bccaule we are 
aware of a lover, whoſe vivacity and 
too great freedoms proclaim his deſigns: 
whereas we reſign ourſelves up with con- 
fidence to a ſhe-friend, who paſſes for 
ſuch, The great ſecret never to become 
their prey, is to break off all commerce 


with ſuch, who, under pretence of {riend= 


ſhip, communicate certain ſecrets, or 


who artfully enter into dangerous par- 


ticulars. J“ is ſo far from being an ad- 
vantage for a young woman to be in- 
formed from the knowledge of another, 
for ſatisfying an inquiſitive curioſity, 
to which they are unhappily inclined 
from the time they begin to know them- 
ſelves, that ſhe ought to avoid all that 
gives light into certain things. Curio. 
lity is a rock fatal to virtue. I cannot 


repeat it too often. Young women wha _ 


have a mind to know, are not long be- 
fore they practiſe. „ 
I began to grow very uneaſy at the 


eagerneſs of the old marquis, and Ge- 
neval's fooliſh talk; who, to pleaſe him, 


perſiſted in flattering his frenzy; when 
Melicourt, thinking me alone, and who 
knew I expected him with impatience 
entered without ſending in his name, 
with a letter in his hand, TI turned 
pale, and confounded as I was, could 
{carce riſe to receive him. ; | 

The old marquis obſerving me, eas 
fly ſaw the trouble I was in; he took 
no notice of it, but got up and returned 
a bow to Saint Agnes's lover; who 


judging him, by the marks of diſtinc- 
tion he wore, to be a man of quality, 


was very reſpectful, Madame De Ge- 
neval, who had never ſeen Meliconrr 
before, and who imagined, by the litue 
ceremony which 1 uſed with him, that 
it was ſome old acquaintance, (not be- 
ing able to diſlinguiſh that it proceeded 
trom my perplexity) aſked me in my 
ear, if the gentleman was a relation, or 
my countryman. I anſwered without re- 
flection, Ves. — Byall means, then, 
continued ſhe in a low voice, but de- 
ſigned to be heard, we muſt keep him 


to ſupper.“ I anſwered this nonſenſe 
(pardon theexpreſſion) with ſilence. We 


were all ſeated again; the old marquis 
and Melicourt were entered into con- 
verſation. As this young eountry gen- 
tleman had a great deal of wit, he ac. 

| quitted 
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vitted himſelf ſo as to deſerve applauſe. 
Melicourt, who had his own affair as 
much at heart as mine, recounted the 
hiflory of his miſtreſs from one «nd to 
the other, and that with-a view, without 
doubt, to intereſt the marquis in his ta- 
Tour: who, as he ſought all occaſions 
of being :cquainted with me, and per- 
haps of pleaſiog me, turned and aſked if 
J intereſted myſelf in the affair of the 
beautiful nun, Iwas too much her friend 
to heſitate in my anſwer. * Well then, 
Madam, cried the marquis, I pro- 
© miſe my good offices; 1 am an in- 
© timate friend of Monſieur De ———, 
5 who has great intereſt in affairs of tnis 
nature. — Sir, continued he, addreſ- 
ſing bimſelf to Melicoiitt, © pleaſe to 
© take the trouble of ſending me an ex- 
act memorial of the affair, and I will 
$ certainly give this lady a good account 
6 gf it," | | 

I thanked the old marquis with an 
air of earneſtneſs, which convinced him 
how warmly I eſpouſed my friend's 
cauſe, Courtiers take all opportunities 
of commending; I received, upon this 
ſubjeK, a compliment on my good na- 
ture, Melicourt joined with him; and 
as the converſation rolled upon this to- 
pick, I was leſs uneaſy than before, 
Nevertheleſs, the old marquis's viſit be- 
gan to grow troubleſome; I could think 
of no artifice to get rid of him. I was 
extremely impatient to hear of his ion, 
Melicourt had, undoubtedly, ſome news 
for me, How diſagreeable it is to be 
under conſtraint in the like caſe! No- 
body could ſuffer more than I did; 
but patience was my only remedy, not 
being yet come ta the end of wy trou- 
bles. „„ 


My good and very ſimple aunt, who 


by extreme good luck happened to be 
n my anti-chamber, and whom I had 
ordered to let nobody in without giving 
me notice, (a thing, however, fhe had 
quite forgot as to Melicourt) remem- 
bered it then, and came to tell me 
there was a gentleman who had dined 
with me deſired to ſee me. I could not 
help bluſhing, upon reflection, fearing 
ſome untoward accident. I got up, and 
went out, excuſing myſelf to the com- 
pany. It was Saint Fal; a moment 
later he had entered. * Ah, Heavens!“ 
cried I, what was you going to do? 
Fly! the old marquis is here!'— 
© Good God! who would have thorght 


* ut?" replied the count; bis being 


here is very unſeaſonable: I have a 


thouſind things to ſay to you, I will 


c 
c 
© bruſh of; try to ſhorten the viſit, and 
0 


I wilt izturn as ſoon as my uncle is 


gone. What news from the mar- 
* quis?” {aid I to him, conducting him 
to the door. Mad * anſwered Saint 
Fal. Whilk the count was ſpeaking 
and opening the door, ſomebody knock- 


ed. I was more dead than alive. © Per- 


© hapsit is your couſin,” cried I, for 
* whoelſecan come to fee me? If it is 
he,“ aided J, „let him be gone,'— 
© You need not fear that,* continued 
Saint Fal, it is certainly not him; I 
© with to God it were! We would find 
© ways enough to hide him from his 
father. What do you mean?” re- 
plied I, confounded; * what is the mat- 
© ter?* Saint Fal had no time to reply ; 
they knocked again. I bethought my- 


ſelf of putting him into the kitchen, to 
wait whillt the door was opened, hi- 
ther he went. As for myſelf, who have 
always been fearful, and being otherwiſe _ 


moved with what Saint Fal had juſt ſaid 


to me, I went into my apartment, and 


ordered Barbara to open the door. I had 


ſcarce any life in me, and ſat down to 


my work in ſo much diforder, that it 
might eaſily be obſerved, 


The old marquis taking but too much 
notice of it, whiſpered in my ear with 
an air of intimacy, to know if any body 


had made me uneaſy, or if any private 
reaſon occaſioned my trouble, offering 
his ſervice, in caſe he were ſo happy, 
that I ſhould have any occaſion to make 


uſe of it. I was going to anſwer, when 


Barbara brought in word of the Duke 
Ne — being there. How unfortu- 


© nate am 1!* ſaid I to. myſelf, and 


riſing to receive him, * Is it poſſible 
that vexations ſhould thus ſpring up 
6 on all ſides!' I received him, not- 
wiihſtanding the compliments this lord 
made me, without appearing uneaſy, We 
had taken our feats, and the dilcourſe 
began to roll on the raillery the young 
duke beſtowed on the marquis's taite and 
regard for handſome women, when Bar- 
bara entered my chamber in a fright, 
crying, Thieyes!' We ail of us got 
up: I could not gueſs at the cauſe of her 
fears, I aſked her in great apprehene 
ſion, what thieves the meant. In the 
game of God, Madam! cried ſhe, 
5 defire theſe gentlemen to be fo chari- 
* table as to go into the kitchen; per- 
F haps he that went down jult now was 
| $4 not 
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A not alone, for he looked as bold as if 


© he feared nobody.” | 

Though I was much concerned to 
find that Saint Fal's going out of the 
kitchen, where I had defired him to 
wait, and of which Barbara was entire- 
ly ignorant, bad occaſioned her out- 
cries: notwithſtanding my uneaſineſs, I 


ſay, her miſtake made me ſmile to my- 


ſelf. I was under the neceſſity, neverthe- 
leſs, to affect a ſeeming terror, in order 
to give no umbrage. As I did not play 

my part ill, neither the young duke nor 
the marquis would ſuffer me to ſtir, but 
went with Melicourt an Barbara to 
fearch the apartment; not a hole or cor- 
ner eſcaped my credulous aunt, Dur- 
ing this ſcrutiny, a glove with a gold 
fringe was diſcovered; the duke laid hold 
on it, and returned to me in triumph, 


Faith, Madam, ſaid he with a ſmile, 


"© this thief is certainly a beau, and 
© ought to be pardoned for the ſake of 
© the glove.” I trembled for fear it 
ſkould be known; it belonged to Saint 
Fal, who had dropped it: luckily no no- 
tice was taken. The duke, pleaſant as 
he was, was very merry on the ſubject of 
the thief and the glove. He bantered 
Barbara, pretending to believe ſhe had 
other reaſons for crying out. He af- 
firmed with a grave face, which ſet the 
company a laughing, that the perſon 


who made his eſcape was certainly an 
humble ſervant; adding, that if my 
chamber-maid, as he was pleaſed to 


call her, would own the truth, we 
mould be convinced he was not mit- 
taken. | | 

The tone in which this banter was 
uttered, and the figure of my poor aunt 
affording a humorous contraſt to the 
imputation, enlivened the converſation 
to that degree, that I was vexed to be 
__ obliged tolaugh, when in reality I had 
ſo tittle reaſon: but I was-ſoon puniſhed, 
Word was brought- the marquis, that 
his time for being at court drew on. I 
could dijcover, by the duke's counte- 
nance, that he would willingly have 
ſtaid with me; but as I had not the ſame 
reaſons for obliging him as I had in re- 
gard of the old marquis, I had courage 
encugh to declare my intention of writ= 
Ing a letter, not to Joſe the opportunity 
of M. De Melicourt, who was fo oblig- 
ing as to take that trouble. This feint 
ſucceeded: the duke and the marquis 


took their leave, proteſting they had not 


been ſo agrecably diverted a long time. 
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I appeared obliged by their civilities, 
though in my heart I ſincerely wiſhed 
it were the laſt time I ſhould receive the 
like from either of them. 

The moment Melicourt and I were 
alone, I aſked with great earneftneſs 
for the marquis's letter. I am afraid,” 


replied he, giving the letter, © you will 


© not be pleaſed with it; and I think 
my ſelf very unfortunate to have ſerved 


© you ſo ill the firſt time. This pre- 
amble made me ſhudder, and open the 


paper in a hurry; the contents were as 
tollow. NI 


c I Am ſurprized, Mademoiſelle, that 

vou ſhould take the trouble of 
giving me an account of your beha— 
viour, which I have no right to ex- 
pet. My regard for you was too 
great to diſapprove of the civilities 
which ſeem due to the rank and merit 
of the Duke De . 


ſatisfaction of having put the firſt 
hand to making your fortune, at leaſt 
is mine. I am far from conſulting 
my own intereſts on this occaſion, 


ſacrifice would not be compleat, and 
reproaches ſtill more unſeaſonable, 
conſidering the delicacy of ſentiments 


ceived the duke's viftitz you were at 
the play together, becauſe you thought 
it depended on yourſelf; taſte mutt 


moiſelle, greater happineſs than my- 
ſelf, and ſhall be careful not to diſturb 
your new engagements by a preſence 
equally di{agreeable to you, as unpro- 


wel for ever, 

= © Tye Marquis or L. V.“ 
© Juſt Heavens l' cried I, burſting 

into tears after reading the letter, © can 


any one be ſo unjeſt? Can ſo much 
* love be repaid with fuch ingratitude ? 


* Cruel man!” cried I, caſting a me- 


lancholy look on the fatal letter, how 
have I deſerved to be made ſo unhap- 
* py: Saint Fal entered as I was ſpeak - 


ing, much moved at my condition. 


© Ah, Mademoiſelle!” cried he, look- 
ing ſtrangely on Melicourt, whom he 
did not know, © mitigate your grief, it 
© will be ſoon over. Pardon the au- 
5 thor; his fault is owing to the excels 

| '; « of 


If he ſhould. 
have the ſame deſrgns as I had, the 


much more from complaining. The 
on which J value myſelf. You re- 


not be diſputed. I wiſh you, Made- 


fitable to myſelf, This is all. Fare- 
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© of his paſſion. No, my lord! an- 
ſwered I, * he loves me not, nor ever 
« did. He ought to know me; but ſince 
© he doubts my conſtancy, I will give 
© him a convincing proof, In the name 
« of all that is dear, aſſiſt me in flying 
© from a climate I deteſt. Alas! I ought 
© to have dreaded it. Fool that I was,” 
continued I, lifting up my eyes, dear 
Saint Agnes, when I left you! Why 
did I not follow the diſcreet Linda- 
© mine? Why did I not make my 
© eſcape? My heart would now have 
© been at eaſe; I ſhould have learned by 
© degrees to wean my affections from 
© the world; and if I mutt have been 
© unjuſtly ſuſpected, and no longer be- 
© loved, at leaſt, through cuſtom, I 
© might have found my comfort in ſeek- 
ing a better world. See the fruits, or 
6 rather the puniſhment, of the errors of 
© head{trong youth. Ah, marquis, mar- 


© quis! was this blow reſerved for my 


© lively tenderneſs in your regard? I loſe 
© you; you fly me, I am nothing! Par- 
4 don, dear lover, the vexations I have 
© given you, and my unhappineſs 1n 


* diſpleaſing you; your revenge ſhall be 


© ample, regret ſhall end my lite!” 
Saint Fal, always tender and exquiſite 


in his ſentiments, behaved with his uſual 


generoſity, Inſtead of taking this ad- 


vantage in behalf of his own paſſion, 


he exerted himſelf in favour of his kinſ- 
man, and endeavoured to fupport my 
ffection for him, of which my ex- 
name grief was, alas! too plain a 
proof, Two days, for ſo long my 
tranfports continued, did he purſue the 
dictates of that noble diſintereſtedneſs 
he profeſſed to cultivate. Melicourt, 
who had affairs on his hands, employed 
is leifure hours in pacitying me, but 
all 1n vain; death was the object of my 
hopes, The marquis appeared no 
more; at Jaſt they owned he was gone 


to join his regiment in Germany, where 
the war was broke out. How cruelly 


was I ajarmed at this news! I would 
ſee nobody. Saint Fal, the complaiſant 
$4ini Fal, exhauſted to no purpoſe bis 
whole ſtock of good-naturez I could 


ſcarce bear with him: the old marquis 


was the only one I did not dare re- 
fuſe, on account of that aſcendant I 
have mentioned elſewhere; but I was 
ſo melancholy, that if he had not guel- 
ſed the reaſon, he muſt neceſſarily have 
diſcerned an alteration in me; vet he 
was complaiſant enough to ſuit himielf 
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to my humour. As for the duke, he 
was quite at a nonplus, I having given 
him a very cold reception the next day, 
though he brought me a handſome gra- 


tification he had obtained for me, and 


which occaſioned a ſad miſtake, as 1 
ſhall relate afterwards. I explained 
myſelf with ſo much reſolution on the 
ſubject of his viſits, that he durſt ſel. 
dom appear, notwithſtanding his eaſy 
behaviour; a ſtrong proof of a wo- 
man's power when beloved: her tyranny 
knows no bounds; and it is ſubmitted 
to the more ſervilely, as a dread of 
diſpleaſing is the very foundation of her 
empire. The duke, the old marquis, 
and tender Saint Fal, were all in this 
ſituation, and the more to be pitied, as 
their paſſion met with no encourage- 
ment. ; | 

Eight days paſſed on without eoming 
to any reſolution; ſometimes I was for 
ſhutting myſelf up in a monaſtery ; at 
other times I thought of going home, 
and throwing myſelf at my father and 
mother's feet, to puniſh what I then 
called an error, by returning to my 
primitive mean condition, Frequently 
I was upon the point of owning myſelf 
to my aunt ; nothing but my vanity 
prevented me. In fine, on the ninth. 
day I wrote to Saint Fal, defiring he 
would come to me immediately. My 
reſolution was fixed. Alas, how many 
tears were ſhed! but virtue remained 
triumphant. I was determined to throw 
myſelf into a eloiſter, and employ the 
repeated proffers Saint Fal had to often 
made of ſerving me, to be received a 
nun, on which I was abſolutely bent. 
How little do women, at the age I then 
was, know themſelves! How cautious 
ought they to be, when drove precipt- 
tately into any ſtate of life! Oftentimes 
their weakneſs hurries them into ex- 
tremes; a love-quarrel, the inconſtancy 
of an admirer, miſleads their mind, or 
rather judgment. Thus intoxicated,. a 
young woman takes a reſolution, and 
either marries a rival for whom ihe has 
no reliſh, or becomes a nun without a 
vocation, And what is the coale- 
quence ! The cloud yaniſhes, ſhe comes 
to herſelf, and looks back with horrov 
on the ſtep ſhe has taken, the ſtate in 
which ſhe is engaged: grief and tears 
the only remedy left. Death is called 
upon; but to youth it's approaches are 
but flow, and is a thouſand times un- 


dergone before it comes. Theſe reflec- 


dions 
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tions are pardonable; I write for my 


own ſex, as I declared from the begin- 


ning, and cannot too much inculcate, 


that virtue ovght to be their only 
aim: where this is the cate, they run 
none of thoſe hazards I mention; it 
preſerves them, becauſe it never expoſes 


it's followers, 


Saint Fal was too aſſiduous not to fly 


at my ſummons. The moment he ap- 


peared—* Come, my lord, faid J, 
« crown the work you have begun; 


M _ are the only perſon I rely upon, 


« May I flatter myſelf I am not de- 
© ceived ??—* Can you queſtion my 
« finceity ?* replied he with an air that 


proved it. Speak, charming Jenny! 
- © nothing appears impoſſible to the zeal 
1 have for your ſervice, Would you 


© have me overtake the marquis, re- 
© proach him for his injuſtice, force 
© him—— No, anſwered I, with 
greater tranquillity than he could ex- 

dt, © your kinſman's eyes are opened, 
© love had blinded him, he now ſees 


© the great diſtance between us, he 


4 bluſhes at his own. weakneſs, and 
« will atone for it by abandoning me. 


He is too dear for me to blame his 
© behaviour, which needs not have been 


* fo harſh; hut I reſpe& even his ſe- 


. © verities, Let us ſay no more on this 


« ſubi<&, dear count, continued J, un- 
able to reſtrain my tears; © thoſe happy 


t moments, wherein I induiged fo flat- 
* tering an illuſion, muſt be torgot, and g 


« amends made by a more regular con- 


4 duct, for the ſallies into which a 
© fooliſh paſſion hurried me. My de- 
© fgn is to throw myſelf into a con- 


vent, and there, in the loweſt {tztion, 


humble that vanity I have too much 
© encouraged. Heaven, 1n pity to my 
youth, I may ſay innocence, will give 


© me ſtrength to break through my 
* bonds; my conſtant prayer will be, 


to free my heart from the image too 
deeply engraved there; my tears, con- 
tinually poured out before it's altars, 
will prevail, perhaps, and obtain for 
me that peace, from which at preſent 


© Tam, alas! much eftranged.* | 


This was uttered with ſuch abun- 


dance of tears, that the compaſſionate 
Saint Fal was moved to ſympathize with 


me. After repeating how large a ſhare 


he bore in my affliction, he remonſtrated 


in the moſt lively manner, how vnrea- 
ſonable ſuch aconduR would be, aud the 
danger 1 ſhould incur of being miſerable 
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for life. He artfully inſinuated, ſuch 
a ftate did not ſuit my temper ; that [ 
ſhould no ſooner make my vows, but 
deſpair would be the conſequence, He 
drew a lively picture of a nun without a 


vocation 3 emphatically pointed out the 


tortures ariſing from a diſtaſte to her 
way of life, her ſubje&ion and humi. 
liation increaſing every day; he even 
introduced the article of ſalvation, and 
ſeemed to doubt it, after ſo much pains 
employed to ſecure it: in finc, he talked 
like one infpired z and, if he did not 
ſhake my reſolution, he gave me at 
leaſt great unealineſs, 

Saint Fal had his motives for exerting 
himſelf againſt my retreat; he ſtill had 
hopes, which made it natural enovgh, 
From the vexations and dangers he had 
repreſented, he turned to a propoſal of 
a middle tate, a kind of retreat, without 
renouncing the world entirely, * Why 


© ſhould any one, ſaid he, become a 


« ſlave, that may live in a ſtate of inde. 
© pendence ? A cloiſter is a fure refuge 


© tor perſons who are timorous, or liable 


© to trip: they are highly to be com- 


© mended for ſhutting themſelves up, 


© and cutting off all occaſions of fin, 
© But you, charming Jenny, whoſe mind 
© is formed, and whoſe morals are the 
e dictates of the ſtricteſt virtue, to what 
© purpoie ſhould you arm yourſelf a- 
© gainft imaginzry dangers, and lay a 
© conitraint on a temper never deſigned 
© to be buried in a convent? At pre- 
© ſent you have an irkſome diſreliſh for 
© the world. Well, make yourſelf eaſy; 
© but do not irrevocably renounce it, 
© leſt fo haſty a determination ſhould 
change, and then you need not re- 
* pentin vain, Nobody can hinder you 
© from living retired. Go to another 
part; you need only pretend a jour- 
© ney; take a borrowed name, and ſee 
© no company. Of my own accord, 
© I will baniſh myſelf from your retire- 
ment, though never ſo inviting by 
© your preſence, How do you know, 
« lovely Jenny, but in a little time, tbe 
marquis, diſcovering his own injuſ- 
© tice, may come and proteſt at your 
6 feetm Ah! though he ſhould 
© chavge his mind,” replied I, inter- 
rupting, and ſhould return, I never 


© will behold more a man who was ca- 


© pable of ſuſpecting me. No, count, 


though I love the ingrate even more 


«© than my life, yet in vain would he 
« ſeek to {ke me again, I repeat it: 
| © nothing 
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* nothing can alter my mind on this 
* article z my refolution is fixed, and 
© the world ſhall not ſhake it.“ 

Inſtead of contradifting me, Saint 
Fal ſeemed to come into my meaſures z 
he agreed with me, that his Kkinſman de- 
ſerved I ſhould a& with reſolution, but 
ſtill inſiſted on the manner of regulating 
my conduct in leaving him. Your 
imagination, charming Jenny, ' ſaid 
he, © 1s lively, and your heart has too 


© much of the ſame quality, to remain 


© in a ſtate of indifference, if I could 


* ſuppoſe ſuch a thing, after ſo tender 


© a paſhon: your heart will carry the 
© day; it is made for love, and will al- 
© ways love, Would to Heaven, in 
© changing it's object, it may be re- 
© membered that you have an admirer!' 
The count was doubtleſs going to ſpeak 
of himſelf, when my aunt lighted a per- 
{on into the room, whom 1 preſently 
knew to be the young duke, * Pray, 
Madam, faid ſhe, + do not be angry; 
I refuſed to let his highneſs, for ſo ſhe 
ſtiled all that were richly dreiled, come 
© up; but he ſaid he muſt ſpeak with 
* you about buſineſs, that would ad- 
* mit of no delay.“ I roſe to receive 


this viſit, unſeaſonable as it was: my 


eyes ſhewed plainly I had been crying. 
© Good God!? cried the duke, placing 
me in my chair, © are you already ac- 
« quainted with theaftaic which brought 
© me hither? By the trouble you are 
© in, I have no room to doubt it. But 
really, Madam, you need not be very 
« unealy ; you have friends who will 
give convincing proofs of their re- 
« gard, Do not queſtion it, Madam 
© Saint Fal knows how earneſtly I 
© promote the intereſts I have once 
© elpouled,? 

This diſcourſe ſurprized me. © What 
© can poſſibly have happened,” faid I 
to myſelf, that requires aſſiſtance?' I 
hid my perplexity as much as poſſible; 
J durſt not own my ignoranct, leſt the 


duke ſhould enquire the occaon of my 


tears. I employed a ſtratagem; be- 
ſeeching him to relate the affair, as if I 
had heard nothing of it, that by putting 
the ſeveral accounts together, 1 might 
the better indge what was to be done, 
© It is a trifle,” ſaid he, and ought 
© not to alarm you; ſuch affairs are fre- 
* quent here, and a proper turn will ſet 


© all to rights. It is true, the affair, 
© upon ſecond thoughts, might prove 


s troubleſome to any one elie, Madam; 


COUNTRY MAID, 177 


but this is not the caſe, there will be 
nothing got by moleſting you ; for 
the Marquis of L, V. Saint Fal, and 
I, are not perſons to ſuffer any thing 
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the count is of the ſame opinion. 

All this ſerved only to increaſe my 
uneaſineſs, and raiſe my curioſity, Saint 
Fal, who ſaw what I would be at, and 


was an intimate friend of the duke's, - 


purſued my. thoughts, and aſked him, 
if he had taken an oath to perplex me, 
in making me wait ſo long for the par- 
ticulars. God forbid!” replied the duke, 
ſeating himſelf; © but J judged it pro- 
6 per to put the lady in good heart. 
© This is the fact: others may have 
© related it differently; but what I am 
going to ſay may be depended on; 1 
have it from the fountain head. 

About two hours ago, a woman, 
much about your age, though not ſa 
handſome, followed by a man, ſent 
your name into me juſt as dinner was 
over. I had company with me; but 
imagining it muſt have been you, 
Madam, I roſe immediately from ta- 
ble to receive you, How was I ſurprize 
ed to find myſelf miſtaken ! * You are 
„ not the only one,“ ſaid this Counteſs 
Des Roches, © that have expretled their 
& aſtoniſhment at ſeeing me. Your preju- 
& dicein favour of a woman, who, upon 
« what account I know not, has taken 
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«© my name, makes you wonder that L 
„ ſhould diſpute the title with her, and 


« complain that ſhe has very gravely 
« given my huſband out for deal, whom 


{© I have brought to wait on you; and 


© gon that conlideration, has received 
« ſome favours from the court.“ You 
© may imagine, continued the duke, 
© how much I was ſurprized at this 
© preamble. Good God!” ſaid I ta 
© the woman, © you perplex me very 
© much! Iam at a loſs what to think 
« of the confidence you ſhew, in ad- 
“ dreſſing yourſelf to me under the 
© name of a per ton for whom TI have a 


& great reſpect, and know perfectly 
Upon this the Count Des 


« well.” 
Roches ſpoke, and in a polite man- 
ner told me, he did not doubt but the 
perſon, for whom I intercited myſelð 
Was of the ſame name, and that in the 


but what moſt ſurprized him was, 
(hat though he proved himſelf, by a 
perſonal appearance, to be alive, peo- 
ple would have him to be dead, at 
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c leaſt till an account could be had from 
© his regiment, to which letters had 


6 been ſent, as he was informed, in or- 


E der to diſcuſs the affair: in the mean 
© time, he was given to underſtand, 
that his commiſſion was diſpoſed of; 
and that though what he affirmed 
ſhould prove true, yet, without great 
difficulty, things could not be altered. 
The count added, that he was the 
more incenſed againſt the perſon who 


he came to court in order to ſolicit a 
gratification, which he had occaſion 
for, being obliged to drink the waters, 
but could not now hope to ſucceed, 
ſince ſuch a favour had been granted 
to another perſon, He concluded with 
beſeeching me not to take it ill, if he 
applied himſelf to the wars office, 
which he had not as yet done, know- 
ing J intereſted myſelf in favour of 
the fictitious or real Counteſs Des 
Roches ; offering at the ſame time to 
deſiſt, if J had reaſons for the adven- 
© ture's not being talked of; being aſ- 
s ſured my intereſt could eafily prevent 
© his being a ſufferer in the affair.“ 
While the duke was giving this 
detail, Saint Fal bit his nails, and 
ſeemed to be in a deep ſtudy, For my 
part, I was all in amaze, and fancied 
nobody ever met with ſuch ektraordi- 
nary adventures except myſelf. The 
duke continued his diſcourſe in the fol- 
Towing manner. | 
© You cannot queſtion, Madam,” 
{aid he, looking ſtedfaſtly on me, but 
£ his requeſt perplexed me very much. 
£ I thought my anſwer would be of ſuch 
© conſequence, that it would be proper 
to defer it till to-morrow. The officer 
retired, profeſſing to obſerve my com- 
mands; and I am come, Madam, to 
know how you would have me behave 
in the affair, Ridiculous it is, T own; 
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office, that no fraud has been employ- 


his wife are of the ſame name, you 
are ſtill the perſon J ſpecified in the 
memorial preſented in your behalf, 
To put the thing palt diſpute, all you 
have to do, is to give in the place 
where your huſband died, thatenquiry 
may be made, and you acknowledged 
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4 Roches.“ | | 
Saint Fal, who perceived the anxrety 
into which this diſcourſe plunged me, 


had played him this trick, for that 


but we ſhall be obliged to prove at the 


ed, and that though the gentleman and 


the real widow of the Count Des 
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and of which, in truth, he was the canſe 
for want of foreſight, anſwered in a ban - 


tering tone, which much ſurprized me, 


that the affair would be ſoon cleared up; 


that this Count and Counteſs Des Roches 


were, in all probability, impoſtors, who 
deſigned by their contrivance to pick 
fomebody's pocket, and that in two 
hours time I could bring ſuffieient proofs 
who I was; but at preſent urgent buſi- 
neſs, though out of good- breeding I did 
not tell him as much, obliged me to go 


out. Good God !* cried the duke, in- 
terrupting him, * the lady is much to 
blame, if ſhe uſes the leaſt ceremony 


* with me; ſhe knows I am entirely de- 


* voted to her, and ſhould he extremely 


concerned to lay the leaſt reſtraint on 


© her: on the contrary, I ſhould think 
* mylelt very happy if ſhe took the free- 


dom to refuſe ſeeing me, as often as I 


© am unſeaſonable in my viſits.“ I judg- 
ed from what Saint Fal faid, that ke 
uſed this contrivance in order to talk 
with me alone: upon this J feconded 
him in a very polite manner, that the 
duke might not imagine I was at a loſs. 
He came immediately to a reſolution, 


and went away with the count, who 


ſet him the example; giving me a wink 
that he would be with me immediately: 
in fine, I was left alone; if one may be 
faid to be fo with a hundred reflections, 
one more vexatious than another; 

So many croſſes, without intermiſſion, 
overwhelmed me to that degree, that Þ 
was quite ſtopified. Saint Fal return- 
ed as my tears began to find a paſſage, 


It was bigh time, being almoſt choak- 


ed. * Tam come, lovely Jenny!“ cried 
the count, to ſhew my grief at your 
© feet, for what my imprudence has 
© occalioned, I never imagined ſuch a 
© ule would be made of it, as I find 
* by the duke has been done, Had I 
© known what he was about, when he 
© ſolicited that unlucky gratification, I 
© ſhouid have prevented his good inten- 
© tions, and foreſeen the conſequences.” 
— The miſchief is done,” antwered J, 
obliging kim to riſe; and you are far 
© lels the cauſe, than that cruel deſtiny 
© which purſues me! But our time is 
* too precious to be thrown away in this 
manner. You fee there are an hun- 
© dred reafons to one for my making oſſ. 
© Give me this laſt mark of your friend- 
© ſhip, not to forſa te me till J am ſet- 


# tled in a monaſtery.—“ I am ready 


6 to obey you, replied Saint Fal with 
| a ſig 


Mw >. uae wa > =. 88 


O 


WY. 


W 


— 


c 


the grave itſelf. 


Cannot be employed. 
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7 fighz * but if you would be ruled by 
© me, (and you ought, conſidering the 
perplexity you are in) I will place 
you ſo as to be ſecure from all alarms, 


a N „ 


© ing your own miſtreſs.“ I exclaimed 


bitterly againſt this propoſal, telling 


him, that the fad experience I had 


hitherto had, of being left to myſelf, 
prevented my making a ſecond trial, 
perhaps more fatal than the firſt. 

Saint Fal oppoſed my reſolution but 
faintly ; he remonſtrated, however, that 
till a convent was pitched upon, I muſt 
retire ſomewhere. This I thought rea- 
ſonable enough, and the more, as he 


- obſerved to me, that till I took the veil, 


T ſhould be upon the footing of a pen- 
ſioner, and that my effects, Which he 
would take care ſnould be brought, 
would be a credit to me, and procure 
me a more favourable reception. How 
great a maſter was this amiable friend 
in the art of perſuaſion! He intereſted 
my vanity, and fixed my eye impercep- 
tibly on the advantages a perſon re- 
ceives who comes well equipped to a 
monaſtery. It is true, theſe things 
made no very deep impreſſion; yet they 
had their effect. Pride will always exert 
itſelf: no age nor character is proof 
againſt it, and experience reaches us, 
that through oſtentation it will {ublilt in 


Our conſultation laſted an hour, 
when it was reſolved I ſhould not go 
away till the next morning; and, in 


order to deceive La Geneval, whom we 
had all the reaſon in the 0713 to miſ- 


truſt, we agreed Saint Fal ould tell 
her, that being too much ſtraitened for 
room, I had taken an hovie taat was 
empty, and ſhould furniſh it directly 
for my reception. We took this pre- 
caution, Fett | in her freq: quent conferences 
with the old marquis he ſhould gi 
him ſome light that would put him up- 
on his guard, in caſe he diffembled with 
me. I could not forbear tuſpeRing as 


much. I could read in his eyes every 


time he looked at me, a ſecret delign, 
which never failed of making me unealy, 
To be a woman, and fubtle, is much the 
ſame,. Simplicity is ſeldom found after 
twenty: nay, thirtcen has produced as 
artfu} women as ever thirty did. But n 
more of that; 1] may berhaps be miftaken 
with the leit of the world 5 where repu- 
tation is concerned, toy much precaution 
It picuiice 18 
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or at leaſt have the ſatis faction of be- 
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too haſty, equity ovght to ſuſpend the 
ſentence, till a rigorous examination 
be made. 

Every thing concerted was put in ex- 
ecution. The furniture was taken 
down early next morning; but, inſtead 
of ſending it to the place intimated to 
La Geneval, one of the count's ſervants 
conveyed it to Paris, on carriages hired 
for that purpoſe, 

About an hour before my departure 
I ſent for Melicourt, and acquainted 
him with my journey, and the motives 
which induced me to undertake it, pro- 
miſing to write a direction to him. as 
ſoon as I was fixed, that he might find 
me out. He was ſenſible of my regard, 
and aſſured me, that at his return he 
would not fail to wait on me, He 1n- 
tormed me, his affairs were in a fair 
way, and that before the end of the 
month be hoped St. Agnes would be 
releaſed from her vows. I congratu- 
lated with him very ſincerely on the oc- 
calion, and told him, I intended to 
write to that dear friend as ſoon 2s my 
troubles would permit; begging, that 
in the mean time he would inform her 
nobody had a greater value for her than 
myſelf. 

Secret undertakings are generally at- 
tended with diſagreeable accidents, I 
deus got into a _polt-chaiſe provided by 
Saint Fal, in order to join him, for he 
fer ont firſt, and was thanking Heaven 
that I had made my eſcape without any 
obſtacle; when, turning towards the 
great alley, I paſſed cloſe by the old 
maiquis, who was coming in his coach 
from Paris, I turned pale at the fight 


of him, being convinced he knew me 


by his earneſt look and a ſmile, What 
he diſcovered in my countenance I knew 
not. I preſently loſt 6ght of him. My 
chaiſe went at a great rate, and I flat- 

ered myſelf that my tear was the worit 
of the adventure. 

As ſhort as my journey was, it af 
forded time for renection. I began, 
through cuſtom, to bear much better 
the continual crofies which befel me 
than the mar quis's inconſtancy. e 
no longer loves me, cried I to myſelf, 
he abandons me to my own delting. 
* Fatal pailion! why did I ſuffer thee 
to gain to cruel a (way in my breaſt? 
« Wiy cannot I tear it trom me? Iam 
told I was made os love z why then 
© can, I not reward the aſſiduity of the 
„ politglt and noſt complaiſant man in 
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© the world f 
felf-love made me reflect how happy I 
ſhould be, if I could bring myſelf to do 
juſtice to the count's merit. 
ſented him to myſelf with that eaſy, ge- 
nerous air, with which the ſervices he 
did me were accompanied, His agree- 
able and engaging perſon was not for- 
ot: I could not but admire his dif- 
intereſtedneſs and noble behaviour. A 
figh enſued. Methought I endeavoured 
to perſuade myſelf to do him juſtice, 
When I drew a parallel between him 
and the marquis, the one ſeemed an un- 
grateful, the other a tender and conſtant 
Jover. Such were my. thoughts when 
he appeared at the end of the court, 
where he waited for me in a livery 
coach ; a precaution he uſed, to prevent 
the place to which I was going from 
being diſcovered, | 


] was ſo taken up with the notions 


juſt now mentioned, that I received him 
with a far different countenance than 
formerly: my expreſſions even exceed- 
ed what he uſually met with from me. 
His behaviour, inſtead of making me 
ſenſible of my giving a handle to it, 
plunged me deeper into the illuſion, 


which roſe from my troubled mind, 1 


talked of the apartment he had hired for 
me, as familiarly as if he was my entire 
_ confident, He informed me, that till 


the furniture for a handſome apartment 


was fitted up, 1 muſt go into an hotel 
ready furniſhed, where I ſhould be com- 
modiouſly ſituated. I thanked him in 
the moſt obliging manner, for the pains 
he had taken in ſerving me. Alas! this 
was cruelty, My carriage ſerved only 
to renew the wound the caprice of love, 


rather than my charms, bad made in his 


heart, and which reaſon perhaps might 
have healed in time. The ſpouſe, 
dlearer to me than life, excuſes this ge- 
nerous pity. Can any one refuſe it, to 
a perſon whoſe conduct was ſo truly 
dejerving ? Es 

The count and I ſupped together: I 
was very chearful, and he overjoyed to 
obſerve ſo great a change. He after- 
Wards owned, that the apprehenſion be 
had of making a trial of his mode- 
ration and ſentiments, in order to come 
to a reſolution about the monaſtery, if 
he had betrayed any eagerneſs, alone 
reſtrai ned him twenty times from throw- 
ing himſelf at my feet to expreſs the 
tranſports he received from my com- 
| plauauce. How refined wes ſuch an 


Purſving this thought, 


J repre- 


apprehenſion! how much it increaſed 
my eſteem! Few men are fo reſerved ; 
and that woman 1s happy, who makes a 
friendſhip with ſuch, | 

The next day Saint Fal conducted 
me to my apartment, conſiſting of four 
rooms, My chamber was ſo well a- 
dorned, and fo different ſ*om what I 
had at Verſailles, that I ſcarce knew the 
furniture again. I could not forbear 


blaming the count for this additional 


expence. He excuſed himſelf, ſaying 
he had not ordered it, but that it was 


only the remaining part of the furui- 
ture, which my lodging at Verſailles 


could not contain, His apologies were 
always ſo handſomely turned, whenever 
I found fault, that I was ſometimes 
vexed at myſelf when at a loſs for a re- 
ply. Such is the advantage of wit, and 
no ſmall ſhare of it is required to 
prevent the mortification of making 


acknowledgments: this is to oblige 


doubly, 


Saint Fal paſſed a part of this day too 


with me: he buſied himſelf in remark- 
ing to methe titles of ſeveral new books, 
with which he had avgmented my li- 


brary, and advifed me to read, in order, 


he ſaid, to divert my thoughts, the bet- 
ter to enable me to judge coolly on what 
was to be done, He named ſeveral 
much in vogue, and efteemed by all per- 
ſons of taſte. Among ſeveral pamph- 
lets, which ſeemed new, the title of one 
piece ſtruck me, and engaged my curi- 


oſity. TI enquired if the hiſtory, under 


the title of the Payſanne Parvenu, was 
fictitious or real. I cannot ſay any 


* thing poſitive as to that,“ replied Saint 
Fai; oftentimes the heroes of ſuch ad- 
o 


ventures never exiſted but in the an- 
thor's imagination: nevertheleſs, as 
to the book in queſtion, it may be 
matter of fact, or at leaſt an artful 


criticiſm on ſome one who has made 


her own fortune. 


5 
« 
C 
6 
: Many fuch there 
are, charming Jenny, and among 
* them, ſome who owe their elevation 
as much to their virtue as to a capri— 
cious turn of events. But, without 
* entering into a detail of too great a 
6 length, and too ſerious a nature at pre- 
E ſent, I may venture to affirm, the 
reading of tuch books is uſeful, in- 
© ſtrocting, and proper to form the 
© mind. Beſides, being unavoidably in- 
„ tereſted in reading ſuch amuling pa- 
* ſages, truths are frequently met wiln, 
F which perſons would not take the 
( troyble 
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e trouble to dive into, were they not 
« with art and delicacy thrown in their 
© way, Proper expreſſions not only 
« pleaſe, but lead to an imitation of the 
© virtues propoſed as a model; a me- 
© thod of inſtructing often crowned with 
£ ſucceſs: one may add, that it has 
© ſometimes led the way to a morality 
© of the greateſt conſequence. To cor- 
© re& mankind by amuſing them, is 
certainly the moſt agreeable means, 
© and which ſeldom fail: the mind, in- 
© dependent as it is, revolts againſt the 
4 harſhneſs of rigid maxims, and may 
be compared, lovely Jenny, to the 
© heart which repines when under the 
c conſtraint of imperious laws; whereas 
© mildneſs and addreſs are fure to pre- 
c 
c 


vail, Happy are they who have at- 


tained the art!“ 
Whilſt Saint Fal was diſcourſing thus, 


I turned over the Payſanne Parvenu: 


when he was ſilent J read a page, and 


was charmed with the ſtyle, and the ſin- 
gular manner with which the author 


lays open the deepeſt receſſes of the 


heart. This agreeable amujement laſted 


till ſupper-time; nor ſhould I have then 


quitted it, had not Barbara informed me 
The count, who was 


how late it was. 
no more tired than myleit, took the ad- 


vantage of my good-humour, andafſked 
leave to ſtay ſupper, a favour I could 


not prevail on myſelf to refuſe ; not but 
I knew very well it was breaking a ht- 
tle into the ſtrict rules of decency. 
While the cloth was laying, he aſked 
me, if he was ſo unfortunate as to be 


troubleſome, or whether I had ſo little 
confidence in him, as not to talk of 


what was agreeable to me. I muſt own 
the queſtion puzzled me, not imagining 
the drift of it, The Count was never 
at a loſs in knowing my thoughts, 
© You are amiable beyond expretiion,' 
ſaid he, ſeizing my hand in a reſpectful 
manner; * two days I have enjoyed the 


6 charms of your converſation, without 
© once mentioning the marquis.“ Say- 


ing this, the artful Saint Fal looked 


| earneltly at me; endeavouring, me- 


thought, to found my heart, and there 
diſcover whether ] was really indifferent 
in regard of the marquis; or, out of 
reſentment only, forbore to ſpeak of him. 
My colour came; my heart repreſent- 


£d the ungrateful man with all his 
charms, and all his cruelty, 
# barbarous are you?” anſwered A with 


© How 
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an air of trouble; why ſhould you 
remind me of a man I am defhrous, 
you know, to forget? What pleature 
can you find in plunging nie again in- 
to refleftions-1t has colt ſo dear to 
tear from my breaſt ? Why would you 
have me think on the marquis ? Does 
he ſtill remember me? No, no, dear 
count,' continued I, with foine emo- 
tion, © there is not tie lealt appearance 
* of it: he goes away without ſceing 
me, without giving me the leait hopes 


* 
* 
* 
* 
c 
c 
5 
c 


ever. Ah! it is too plain, I am now 
dear. Alas! perhaps at this very in- 


and vows an eternal conſtancy Yo 


A ͤ W R KR = 8 


giving way to grief, informs me of 
* what I wanted to know. Yes, Jen- 
ny, you are more in love thin you 
imagine. The marquis will be ever 
dear, and his kiniman wretched, 


revere it, and berore eight days are 
over, will give you convincing proofs 
that my pathon for you ſurpaſſes that 
of yours for the marquis; which is, 
in reality, laying a great deal.“ 
What the count ſaid made a deep im- 
preſſion. What proofs ſo convincing, 
* and in ſo ſhort a time?” replied I, 
* What relation can they have with the 
marquis ?*—-" Still more. marks of 
* your tender paſſion,' replied Saint 
Fal, with a forced ſmile; © you would 
not have been thus curious, had my 
words regarded only mylelf. For 
* your puniſhment,” added he, with an 
agreeable air, © I ſhall not inform you, 
* unleſs 1 have your promiſe not to 
* think of the monaſtery you was {o 
full of till after my return,'— How! 
cried I; © will you go and leave me be- 
fore you have ſettled me in a con- 
* vent?'—"" How obliging,' replied Saint 
Fal, with a ſigh, would that fear be in 


* 
6 
o 
„ 
o 
& 
o 
£ 
o 


other circumſtances! - Ak, count,“ 


continued I, © how can you delight in 
* humbling me? Can you doubt oi the 
* friendſhip T have for you, which I 
* owe you, and of which you are No 
EF worthy? But take not a pleaſure in 
giving me theſe alarms, What jour. 
© ney do you deſign? What myſtery s 
„this which is not to be cleared up but 
* upon condition? In the name of 

| goodnels, 


of his return; he bids me fatewel for 
as indifferent to him, as ever I was 
{tant he offers his addreſſes to another, 


That ſigh, that alas!* cried Saint 
Fal, interrupting me, 10 prevent my 


You have pronounced mv ſentence; I. 
4 
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c coodneſs, keep me no longer in ſu- 
E ſpenſe !'— Well, charming Jenny! 
© T muſt ſpeak, then, ſaid Saint Fal, 
lifting up bis eyes. * My duty calls 
© me to the army, where I ought to have 
been ſome days before, but could not 
prevail on myſelf to leave you ſur- 
rounded with vexations and troubles, 
The myſtery is, I ſhall fee the mar- 

uis, and in eight days you may poſ- 
{bly hear of him. That is the riddle. 
I am too well acquainted with my 
couſin's character, to doubt that, when 
he knows you are at a diſtance from 
the duke, and reflects on the injuſtice 
of his own ſuſpicions, he will expire 
through regiet for his behaviour to- 
wards you: I dare venture to affirm 
it. Conſider whether ſich a reflec- 
tion is agreeable to me, or that upon 
it I can leave you with a ſerene mind.“ 
How great is the force of love in a 
heart that is prepoſteſfed! No fooner 
had the count given me hopes of being 
ſtill beloved, and that the marquis 
might perhaps return again, my di- 
ſturbed mind was no focner ſtruck with 
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tne charming illußon, but I imbibed, 


without mealure, the fweetnels of ſuch 
a flatter ig idea. I was no longer un- 
eaſy at his intended departure, which 
before I ſeemed to apprehend; my 
thoughts, outſtripping the poſt, carry 
Saint Fal in twenty-four hours to the 
army, bring him and the marquis to- 
gether, over-hear their diſcourſe, are 
witneſſes of my lover's repentance, and 
grant his pardon before he ſues for it. 
Supper being ſerred up, very oppertune- 
ly interrupted a converſation which be- 
gan to give me pain. Saint Fal, always 
complatiant, always refinedly polite, 
pretended not to obſerve what he too 


plainly: perceived; he entertained me 


with the pleaſure he propoſed to himſelf 
from my letters, ſince he had, he aid, 
my leave to write to me, and was in 
hopes of, my anſwers. He avoided 
mentioning the marquis: but a moment 
before, he was blamed for recalling him 
to my mind; whereas now, if ] had 
ſpoke my ſentiments, I ſhould have 
quarrelled with him for being fo ready 
to obey me. Cruel love! fatal paſſion! 
how Coſt thou diſorder a heart too weak 
and ſenſible to reſiſt thy power? That 
very inſtant I was indifferent, and had 
not for two days mentioned my lover, 
and this without the Icaſt conſtraint, 
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becauſe I thought him grown indifferent 
himſelf, Hope revives me ; I believe 


he till loves me, and on that account 


would talk continually of him. May 
not this be truly ſtiled caprice? Do not 
the mind and heart contribute their ſhare 
in theſe diſorders of the judgment? Can 
any one wonder, after this, that on ſuch 
a topick, a hiſtory containing variety of 
events has been built? Alas! were jour- 
nals taken of the errors of the heart and 
mind, there would be little room in li- 
braries for any other ſubject: it were to 
be hoped, they would be finely touched 
after the manner in which M. De Cre 
billon has wrought his Caprices of the 
Heart and Mind ; nor can it be denied, 
how odd ſoever it may ſeem, that diſorder 
is the offspring of Nature, The manner 
of improving it mult he the work of art 
and ſenſe, qualities rarely found united. 
At lalt Saint Fal took his leave: not- 
withitanding his endeavours to conceal 
his tears, 1 faw them trickle down; 
this affected me very much, and en- 
gaged me to give him all the marks of 
triendinip poſible. He was fo well ſa- 
tis fied, that he repeated the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſurances of his diſintereſtedneſs, and 
the zeal he had to promote my happineſs 
with the greatelt ſincerity. He was no 
ſooner gone, but I ordered him to be 
called back; I exacted of him, that he 
ſhould not make the leaſt effort in my 
favour with regard to the marquis. 
Notwithſtanding my tenderneſs for him, 
my little heart was nettled 3 haughty as 
it was, it could not remember the of- 
fence without ſhewing a reſentment, 
The apprehenſion I was under leſt the 
count, in order to ſerve me, ſhould take 
ſome ſteps not agreeable to a vanity well 
grounded, made me employ a very ſin- 
gular precaution; that I might not be 
deceived, in caſe my lover returned, I 
was determined his paſſion ſhovld be 
the only motive. With this view LI 
made Saint Fal engage his word of ho- 
nour, and promiſe to inform me, with 
the ſincerity of a gentleman, of all that 
paſſed in regard of me, without ſup— 


preſling the lealt circumſtance on any 


motive whatſoever, His anſwer to this 
ſcemed ſo ſincere, that I did not doubt 
of his acting according to my with, I 
conſented on my fide to what Saint 
Fal demanded; which was, not 10 
make any alteration in my way of lite 
till his return, It was with difficulty 

na, | that 
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that T agreed to it; I ſeemed to foreſee 
what was to happen. 

The day after the departure of this 
amiable friend I was terribly dejected. 
How frightful is ſolitude after an agree- 
able companion! It was in vain te have 
recourſe to work or reading; every 
thing was tedious, and no poſſibility of 
_ amuting myfelf, Halt the day was 
ſpent in melancholy and affliction. My 
only comfort was the expectation of 
hearing ſoon from the army; and 
would willingly, had it been in my 
power, have abridged the time, the 
ſooner to have that ſatis faction. The 
pleaſing hope of my lover's return, 
with which the count had flattered me, 
was continually preſent in my mind. 
© What! ſhall I behold him again ten- 
der and conſtant?“ ſaid J to myſzlf as 
often as the thought occurred. Shall 
© I have the happineſs of hoping to be 
© his?* One moment I was in hopes, 


the next I deſpaired: in a word, I could 


not agree with myſelf; and when J fe- 
riouſly put the queſtioan, What do 1 
© think ?' I could make no auſwer. 
Doubting, perplexed, I walked back- 
_ wards and forwards, looked through the 
window, went from one apartment to 
the other, and ſuffered more than if I 
had been employed in the moſt laborious 
exerciſe. Where the mind is opprelied, 
the body undergoes a great deal. 

1 ſupped and went to bed very early, 
but it was in vain to cloſe my eyes; 
twice I put out my candle, and lighted 
it as often, In ſhort, not knowing 
which way to turn myſelf, and quite 
ſpent, I roſe to gx ago a book from my 
library; the firſt PE met with was a 
pamphlet the count kad brought the 
day he ſet out, and, as lie ſaid, much 
in vogue. I carried this book to bed: 
in reading three or four pages, I began 


to intereſt myſelf fin favour of the young. 


lady whoſe ſtory it related. I was 
much affected: I dreaded coming to an 
end of what was ſo agreeable. I made 


a pauſe; my fears foon regarded ne- 


objects. I loſt myſe! elf, if I may be al- 
lowed the expreſſion, in favour of the 
lovely Marianne; I thought there was 
a near reſemblance between our adven- 
tures, She "found a protectreis z the 
character ſhe gave of her exactly tuned 


Aadume Do — . Byery page fur- 


niſned matter for applications. I ſtop- 
ped. -* Alas!' ſaid I, this is me. 
© 'This lover, ſo tender, is the marquis, 
 Ciimal M. De G How diffe- 
rent ſoever theſe adventures were from 
mine, I was fo bent upon finding a re- 
ſemblance, that 1 ſtrained the events, 
adjuited the characters, and even the 


_converlations did not eſcape me. 


Thus, agreeably amuſed, aid I paſs 
a part of the night, and continued 
reading til I had knithed the firſt part, 
All Thad in the world world have been 
the purchaſe of the following ones. 
How clhnrmine an author*! cried I to 
myſelf; how happy ſhould I be in his 
© acquaintance ! It is impoſſible to write 
© with ſo mach wit and delicacy, and 
© not be exceeding amiable in con— 
© verſation,? From thence I conſidered 
the advantages arifing from books. I 
found mylelf quite altered by the a- 
muſement I reaped from ſo raany diffe- 
rent paſſages. I refolved on ſetting a- 
part a time for leading.“ Life,” ſaid I 


to myſelf, will pals away more imper- 


ceptibly, and with leſs regret. Such a- 


orecable relief is more than I could have 


expected; Sleep, at laſt, cloſed theſe 


reflections, and I paſſed the night in a 


manner which ſurpaſſed my expecta- 
tions. 


At ten in the morning I was wal, 5 


by a woman's voice, wh! «ch was exqhn- 
ſitely fine, anc hof © melody and ſweet - 
neſs was ſo great, that I roſe on purpole 


to hear it the . I prefently diſco- 


vered that the perton who was miſtreſs 
of ſo great a treaſure, lived in the apart- 
ment over mine: the windows were open 

and going to my cen Icould arftinguith 
the words. Enchented as I was with 


this amuſement, I could not think of 


dreſuing, tor fear of Jong the leaſt part 
of this regale. I Was always extrava- 
gintly fond of muſic K, and to this day 
it is my favourite diver hon. 

When the {11 ging ceated, I'dreſſed 
myſelf, and then cave ditections in the 
houſe affairs: I was no novice in them, 
conſidering my age, aud knew ſome- 
thing of cxconomy, My aunt, as ho- 
reſt as a ſervant could be, was yet an 
entire ſtranger in Pacis. It is true, my 
experience was ſhort of her 5 in things 


of this na! ue, Never? ncleſs 1 acquitied 
my cit tolerably well, 
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terial occurred. I had taken an entire 
reliſh for reading, and found ſo much 


relief from it, that my whole time in a 


manner was ſpent in it. I ſoon went 
through all the modern pieces: among 
the authors, which pleaſed me molt, 


| Mcefſſieurs De Crebillon and De Mari- 


vaux were chiefly diſtinguiſhed, Had 
It beep allowable for a young woman to 


| ſeek acquaintances with men, I ſhould 


infallibly have endeavoured to draw ſuch 
agreeable perſons. to my houſe, TI en- 


vie the happineſs of thoſe who enjoyed 


their converſation. Where a book gains 
our favour, the author commonly comes 
in for his ſhare: in a word, reading 
was a refuge, and often a pleaſure to 
me. By way of vanety, mutick was 
ſometimes indulged. I had made an ac- 
quaintance with the young gentiewoman 
who ſung ſo well, and whoſe voice at 
the very firſt charmed me ſo much, 
She was a perſon of family, about twen- 
ty-two, of an infinite deal of wit, and 


enticing ſweetneſs of temper, She gain. 
ed my affections from the beginning, 


and without examining into her con- 
duct, I placed an entire confidence in 
MW. 7 

She dined with me almoſt daily; and 


when ſhe miſſed, it was, as ſhe ſaid, 


that I might do her the ſame favour. 


As to the remaining part of the day, 


we had neither of us taken it into our 
head to pals it together. I lived ſo very 
retired, that probably ſhe would not 
venture to propole going abroad; or, ra- 
ther, ſhe did not think proper to inter- 
rupt her now way of life, to which I 
was an utter ſtranger, and be grave with 
me, when ſhe might enjoy io much com- 


| pany; a motive I had not been ac- 


quainted with, but for an adventure 
which befel me ſoon after, and taught 
me how imprudent a young woman is 
who grows familiar with ſtrangers, par- 
ticularly of her own ſex; otherwile I 
might very innocently have been emang- 
led in fome dangerous engagements, 


without being able to extricate myſelf 


from them. What hazards do young 


women run when abandoned to them 


ſelves, and how little do they know of 


the ſnares which may be laid for them! 


Without a large ſhare of diſcretion, and 
this ſupported by the beſt advice, they 
ſeldom elcape the ambuſhes prepared for 
their ruin. Happily I did not buy this 
experience too dear; but I have leis rea- 
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Several days paſſed, and nothing ma- 


ſon to thank my own diſcretion, than 
Heaven, which opened my eyes, and 
diſcovered the danger to which I was 
expoſed, | | 
One evening, when the moon ſhone 
very bright, I went to the window for 
the benefit of the air. I began to reflect 
with great anxiety on my not hearing 
from the army. Three weeks were pal- 
ſed without any news from the count, 
though he had promiſed to write on. his 
arrival. I was racking my imagina- 
tion, I ſay, to find out the cauſe of this 
neglect, when Mademoiſelle Junia, ſne 
who ſung ſo well, came into my cham- 
ber, and aſked me to honour her with 
my company at ſupper, ©] am extremely 
dull to-day,” ſaid ſhe, © and I know 
nobody but yourſelf who can divert a 
melancholy which overwhelms me, 
without my being able to diſcover 
the reaſon. Can you be ſs crue] as to 
leave me in it?' The diſpoſition I was 
in ſo much reſembled what ſhedefcribed, 
that I very chearfully accepted of her 
propoſal. * We will be a long time at 
table; we will ſing: this perhaps may 
enliven us both, for you ſeem as grave 
as myſelf, A little diſorder ſhould now 
and then be indulged to keep up our 
ſpirits; and, in my opinion, added he, 
good cheer is of great efficacy for that 
purpoſe. I agreed to what ſhe advanced, 
and followed her with a kind of ſatis fac- 
tion at being diverted from my uneaſnels. 
This drew a thouſand acknowledgments 
from her in return for my complaiſance. 
In effect, the meal was ſprightly, 
which is not uſual between two women. 
Junia's ſparkling turns of wit made 
me laugh very heartily : nevertheleſs, I 
could not ſincerely approve of ſome ex- 
preſſions ſhe let fall from time to time. 
As often as this happened, I looked very 
grave; but ſhe bantered me, mimicked 
my countenance, and by that means 
obliged me to quit it, rallying me for 
my preciſenels. * Are we not alone?” 
ſaid ſhe; nobody hears us; and may 
© we not, as we are friends, and of the 
© ſame ſex, make ourſelves amends for 
the ſevere reſtraint in which we are 
© educated, aud which decency obliges 
© us to obſerve?? Mademoiſelle Junia 
was certainly the moſt artful creature in 
the world, as will appear by the follow- 
ing contrivance, How much ought the 
converfation of ſuch a woman to be 
dreaded! But, to proceed. 
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As ſhort as our acquaintance was, 
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ſhe might very well be convinced that I 
was virtuous. She never ſaw any man 
with me: I lived at my eaſe, and ſaid 
little of my own affairs, All ſhe could 
imagine at moſt was, that I wasa young 
widow well provided for, and fo much 
concerned for the late loſs of a beloved 
huſband, that I avoided company. I 
was one day at church with her, and it 
was no unuſual thing for me to be ſtared 
at. An acquaintance of this gentle- 
woman's was mightily ſmitten with me, 
and to be {ure had deſired to be 1ntro- 
duced. To effect this, ſne had for ſome 
days paſt often propoſed making a ſet 
at quadrille in my apartment. My com- 
plaiſance was a ſuffigient pretext, and 
natural enough, but my anſwer had been 
ſo poſitive on the ſubje&, and I had fo 
plainly told her, that, excepting herſelf, 
I would fee no company, that ſhe did 
not dare purſue the project. Her con- 
trivance to work her ends will preſently 
appear, When I reflect on my narrow 
eſcape, I tremble to this day. Heaven 
inſpired me, as we ſhall fee. 

The artful Junia, who aimed to make 
me very gay, plied me frequently with 
a ſma}} muſcadine wine, which pleaſed 
me exceedingly. Notwithſtanding my 
natural temperance, I could not refrain 
from this bewitching liquor. By de- 
grees 1 grew very chearful, and at laſt 
went lo tar as a ſong, which I had ne- 
ver done in her company before. Ju- 
nia was ſo taken with the ſweetneſs of 
my voice, or diſſembled it fo well, that 
I was eaſily perſuaded I deſerved the 
praiſes ſhe beſtowed on me. Really, 
ſaid ſhe, *a perſon loſes a great deal that 
© 1s a ſtranger to ſo charming a creature; 


with ſo much beauty and fo fine a 
voice, you would never he free from 
them; they would purſue you every 
where, and weary you with their con- 
tinval importunities.“ 1 8 

I anſwered her gallantry, and was 
not behinds-hand with her in compli» 
ments. Well, then, ſaid ſhe, {triking 
her forehead, we will divert ourſelves 
* royally. Do you know I am a little 
© maddiſh, and my delight is to appea 

© different from what I am ? I love to 
act the man, and do it better than any 
© one. Aſkmy woman, (who vas ſtand- 
© ing by.) I will make love 18 you, 
I! continued ſhez and I will lay a 
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in, ſhe would always 
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ard you are certainly in the right to 
ſhun men's company, fince you have 
ſo little reliſh for them: otherwiſe, - 


„ wager you do not know me in my 
„ dilguiſe,* I could not forbear laugh- 


ing at this new humour, and aſſured 


her, that whatever ſhape ſhe appeared 

| 5 agreeable ta 
me. We will try that,“ faid ſhe. 
Juſt as ſhe was ſpeaking, ſomebody 


| knocked at the door, © Eh, good God!” 


cried ſhe, who is this come to inter- 
© rupt us? — Go, ſee!' continued ſhe to 
her chambermii:l; I am not at home 
© toany body but my friend Saint Clare: 
© her I will admit of; ſhe is as mad as 
© myſelf; but as for any other, mum.“ 


This order made me eaſy. IT was ap- 


prehenſive of company; for, beſides that 
I was all undreſſed, I laid it down as 
a rule to ſee nobody, What Junia 


\ pretended to gueſs came to paſs; it was 


the triend ſhe mentioned : ſhe was very 
agreeable, and we ſoon became acquaint- 
ed, Thou art come very ſealonably,” 
ſaid Juniaz thou wilt partake of the 


comedy I am going to act, and ſhalt 


judge as well as the fair widow.“ The 
gentlewoman enquired very gravely 
what we were going to do; and being 
informed—* You cannot imagine,” ſaid 
ſhe to me very joyfully, © how diverting 


* fieis in men's cloaths: no, her humour 


is beyond expreſſion. About ſix months 


a very pretty woman, and, managed 
conqueſt, The unravelling of the plot 


woman was ſo diſappoiated at the me- 
tamorphoſis, that ſhe took to her bed, 
'She had always proteſted againſt ma- 
trimony, but this mad creature gaye 
her ſuch a hankering after it, that ſhe 
very fairly took unto her.“ This ſtory 


made me laugh heartily, and inclined 
me to judge by myſelf if ſhe ated; her 


part ſo well as they pretended, I did 
not wait long, the gentleman ſoon made 
his appearance, 

He began with an eaſy air, throwing 
himſelf tometimes at my feet, ſome- 
times at the ſtranger's. He wore a very 
handſome maſk : a precaution 1 ima- 


gined Junia had taken to make the 


{cene appear more natural, The cone 
fiderce I had in the diſguiſe prevented 
my ſuſpecting any foul play: beſides 
Saint Clare confirmed me by herexam- 
ple in my fecurity. When I put the 


maſk away in a ſeriqus manner, he pre- 


tended to reſent it, and revenge himſelf 
7 by 


— — = 
2 * 

fa —— 
* 


4 


- 
—_—_— 


— A" . 
— DIY 
—— — ot — pt per os 
_ 


PR 


ago, ſhe was thus diſguiſed in the 
country, made love for three days to 


her addrefles ſo well, as to make 4 


was excellent. The country gentle- 
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by preferring Saint Clare to me. All 
this appeared ſo natural, that I was im- 
poſed on for near an hour, But at laſt 
1 began to miſtruſt ſomething, when, 
under pretence of addreſſing himſelf to 
the treacherous Saint Clare, I could hear 
him ſay very diſtin&ly, She is a love- 
ly creature; but contrive ſome means 
© of putting an end to the comedy. I 
© can hold out no longer; nor do I ſe 
© to what purpoſe.” | 

This ſurprized me prodigiouſly, and 
made me colour, I found out the con- 
trivance, but was ſo much miſtreſs of 
myſelf, as not to betray my ſuſpicions, 
I played cunning on my ſide, and roſe 
with an intention to flip away, but was 
prevented, However, on alledging a 
neceſſity for withdrawing, (and I ſpoke 
out as if I miſtruſted nothing, to give 
no ſuſpicion) the chambermaid conduct- 
ed me into a back room: there was a 
private door opened from thence upon 
the ſtairs, which I knew, and imme- 
diately made my eſcape with the utmoſt 

precipitancy, thanking Heaven, as LI 

ran, for my preſervation, with a firm 
' reſolution to make no more acquain- 
tances of my own head, and to break 
off all correſpondence with ſo dangerous 
a friend. | 

I was ſcarce got down, but I was 
purſued, Barbara, whom I prompted, 
ſaid I was going to bed, and had forbid 
her to let in any one. Junia at the 
door uſed all endeavours to have it open- 
ed, but I was not to be prevailed on ; 
and ſhe returned heartily mortified, I 
believe, to be the dupe of her own plot. 

Nevertheleſs, inſtead of going to bed, 
J watched at the key-hole, to be aſcer- 


tained of what I ſuſpected: my belief 


was, that Junia had ſubſtituted a man 


in her place, doubtleſs to give him an 


opportunity of being acquainted. I was 
not miſtaken; I diſcerned by the light 
of a flambeau, which a ſervant carried, 
the cloaths of him who aged the ſup- 
poſed part. He ſeemed young and hand- 
- Tome, and was leading Saint Clare, who 
to be ſure was in the ſecret, for they 
ſtopped oppoſite to my door; and, by 
what I heard, I had reaſon to think the 
gentleman was much taken with me, 
This made me reſolve to be very cir- 
cumſpe for the future againſt ſuch ad- 
— However, this was not the 
aſt. 


Te next day Junia came to ſee me, 


but could not get admittance, and might 
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plainly ſee I was apprized of her intend. 
ed project. She wrote to me; her let- 
ter was returned unopened. She talked 
with my aunt, and told her to inform 


me, that ſhe was much ſurprized I 
ſhould quarrel with her on account of a 


harmleſs frolick. All this was loſt la- 
bour, and I was fo reſolute in iny con- 


duct, that at laſt ſhe thought fit not to 


moleſt me any longer. 

But the ſpark who had taken ſo much 
pains would not deſiſt; the more dif- 
ficulty, the more ardent the lover, as it 


_ uſually happens. He wrote letters, came 


to the door in twenty different diſguiſes, 
without any ſucceſs. I was always on 
my guard in perfon, miſtruſting Bar- 


bara's fimplicity, and therefore it was 


no eaſy matter to ſurprize me. 

Being at work one day in my cham- 
ber, there was thrown in, doubtleſs 
from Junia's window, a packet ſealed 
up, which being very heavy, fell with 
ſome noiſe; I took it up, and found 
it directed for me. Beſides a letter in- 


cloſed, as I imagined, there was cer- 


tainly a large ſum in gold. I bluſhed, 
and knew not how to behave. What 


could I do? To carry it back myſelf to 


Junia, was what they aimed at, If I 
ſent it by my aunt, they might either 
pretend I kept it, or take an opportuni- 
ty ſome days after to. demand it, and 
under that pretext force a viſit upon 


me, which I endeayoured ſo much to 


avoid, 3 

I ſpent above an hour thinking on a 
thouſand different things, and at laſt 
came to a reſolution, I ſent Barbara to 
the pariſn church with a letter to a diſ- 
creet curate, whole probity was univer- 
ſally known, I begged the favour of 
ſeeing him immediately on an affair of 
the Jaſt conſequence. I did not in the 
leaſt doubt of his ſpeedy compliance. 
My aunt's back was ſcarce turned, 
when I began to reflect on what I had 
done, I had always heard it laid down 
as a maxim, that prudent perſons ought 
never to give men of a certain cloth a 
handle to meddle in their affairs, there 
being often reaſon to repent it after- 
wards, It was natural to enquire who 
J was; my youth, and the charms I 
was flattered with, might occafion queſ- 
tions and enquiries. And what anſwer 
could I make? In owning the truth, I 
might draw upon myſelf exhortations 
and wemonſtrances. Beſides, could 1 


depend on being believed, and the aſſe- 
OS: | verations 
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verations of my virtuous diſpoſition ad- 
mitted ? If Iacknowledged who I was, 
I muſt expect no very favourable inter- 
pretations to be paſſed on my eaſy cir- 
cumſtances, and a ſuperior authority 


employed to oblige me to return to my 
parents. 
reſol ved to be very reſerved, and to be- 


This thought terrified me; I 


have in ſuch a manner with regard to 
the clergyman J expected, as to give him 
no hold. I reckoned much on the good 
character I had reaſon to expect, if my 
way of life ſhould be enquired into, 
knowing I could not be taxed with any 


thing from the time I came into the 


houſe. Nobody knew any thing of me, 
which is no ſmall advantage to a young 
woman, whole reputation is in it's 
greateſt luſtre when it furniſhes nothing 
for converſation. | 

The clergyman followed my aunt. 
As ſoon as he came, I informed him of 
the difficulty I was in, and the occaſion 
of it. His behaviour was ſuch as gave 
me great ſatis faction. He heard what 
I ſaid, and did not ſeem inquiſitive after 
more than I was inclined to acquaint 
him with, This gained my confidence, 
eſteem, and reſpett, He commended 
my conduct very much, and aſſured me 


I had nothing to fear from their attempts. 


He exhorted me to avoid ſeeing any com- 
pany that I could not depend on, and 
lamented the dangers thoſe were expoſed 
to who acted otherwiſe : the ruin of 
many, as he aſſured me, was owing en- 
tirely to it, Without treſpaſſing on cha- 
rity, he ſaid, the perſon's character who 
Jived in the apartinent above me, was 
ſuſpected, and conſequently that T ought 
to break off all commerce with her. 
This diſcreet clergyman carried away 
the ſealed packet, and left me much edi- 
hed with his behaviour. What me- 
thods he took I know not, but I never 
heard any more of Junia or her com-, 
panions. 3 | 
I thought myſelf very happy in hav+ 
ing employed fo efficacious a remedy, 
and returped Heaven my thanks for it's, 
ſucceſs. | 
The following day was an 22:2 of new 
croſſes ; I received two letters, one from 
the army, the other from Verſailles. 
Notwithſtanding my earneſtneſs to 
bear ſome tidings of the inconſtant mar. 
quis, curioſity prevailed on me to open 
the ſecond. In reality, it was very ex- 
aordiaary to receive a letter from thoſe 


+ 
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parts : beſides that I had no corre. 
ſpondence with any one there, nobody 
knew how to direct to me, excepting 
Melicourt, and I knew him too well 
to doubt his diſcretion ; and yet it was 
wrote at length. This ſurprized me, 
and I reſolved to clear up the myſtery, 
But how was I ſtruck, to find it came 
from the old marquis! It was as fol- 
lows. 


5 JN vain do you fly me, charming 


Jenny! Wherever you hide your- 
ſelf, or whatever quality you paſs un 
der, I ſhall always know where you 
are, and what you are about. I ea- 
fily gueſs how much this will alarm 
you, and the reflections which will 
ariſe from an accident fo unexpected. 
But make yourſelf eaſy ; I am more 
in your intereſt than you imagine, 
and am fo far from turning my know- 
ledge to your prejudice, that I am re- 
ſolved ro be the firſt in fixing your 
happineſs. Remember, a man of my 
character is an enemy to deceit, and 
cannot be woriz than his word; con- 


which fear may ſuggeſt. To- morrow 
T ball be at Paris. I ſhall wait on 
you ; and it' will be your own fault 
if you do not receive convincing proofs 
of the value I ſet on your virtue ; I 
am no ſtranger to it, which is no 
{nal} matter, 
you will know how much I value you. 


* Tus Marquis or L. V. 
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The reading of this letter threw me 
into a fit of trembling, dubious as L 
was what to do, and pierced to my 
very ſoul. Heavens!* cried I, have 
© pity on me, and aſſiſt me! What 
means this ſudden alteration ? What 
can be the old marquis's deſigns ? 
How can he contribute to make me 
happy? Alas! I am certainly be- 
trayed by his ſon; who, to get rid of 


It is certainly fo-! The parent, ſatis- 
filed with this, Jays aſide his hatred, 
and cither through generolity or poli- 
cy will ſettle me in ſuch a manner 
as may provent any accident, in caſe 
his ſon thould happen to relent, But 
how cruel is ſuch a conduct!“ con- 
tinued I, in tears. Could I ever hays 
expected fo much barbazity from 2 
A a'3 6 lover? 
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ſequently, bewate of taking any ſteps 


One trial more, and 


me at once, facrifices me to his father! 
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© lover? How could he foreſee that 
* his father's threats and averſion would 
give place to generolity ?* | 
FI was fo taken up with theſe reflec- 
tiens, that I forgot Saint Fal's letter, 


which had been to long expected and ſo 


_ earneſtly defired, At laſt I opened it. 
A freſh ſubject of aſtoniſhment and 


tears! 
c 1 Have deſerred writing from day 
4 to day, lovely Jenny! in hopes 
© of ſending you ſomething material. 
c 
© eaſy, by too long a delay, prevails 
© on me to write, though I have nothing 
but difagreeable news to ſend, I pro- 
. miſed to hide nothing from you, 
© otherwiſe would not acquaint you, 
s that I did not meet with the marquis 
c when I arrived at the camp, and that 
he is not yet returned from an ex- 
© pedition, on which, at his own re- 
£ queſt, he was ſent. 
s uneaſineſs to all his friends, leſt he 
ſhunld be taken priſoner, His ſer- 
vants, whom I have queſtioned, as 
well as ſeveral officers, aſſure me he 


came hither very melancholy, though 


he ſtrove in vain to hide it. It is ſup- 


poſed he is chagrined, and that in or- 


der to divert his uneaſineſs, he pro- 


c 
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© cared this command. I was not at a 
© loſs to guels his affliction. You can- 
© not be ſenüble, Mademoiſelle, of the 
great part you bear in it. Be not, 
however, too much concerned; we 
may have ſome account of this dear 
E relation. I ſhall not fail to commu- 
t nicate it to you inſtantiy, It is gene- 
© rally thought the campaign will be 
s but ſhort ; and that after a battle, 
c which is continually looked for and 
£ 


much defired, we ſhall be ſent into 


quarters. I pleaſe myſelf with the 
notion, ſince it will bring me nearer 


c 
£ 
f to you: and I think there cannot be 


© a greater pleaſure than to ſee you, nor 


F merit than to deſerve your efteem, 


From the camp, * SAINT FAL.“ 


Our attachment to a beloved obiect 
never exerts itſelf with greater force 
than when we are on the point of loſing 
it. My notion of war was certainly 
very imperfect; yet, no ſnoner did I 
know that the marquis's life was in 
danger, but my imagination repreſented 
af with all it's horrors, 4 O Hcavens!' 
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The apprehenſion of making you un- 


This gives great 


a a * A a 


cried I, all in tears, why am I thuz 
overwhelmed on all fides at once ? 
How am I to ſurvive it? What can 
ſo many afflictions, one upon another, 
portend? Do they not preſage the 
greateſt of misfortunes? But I am 
prepared to undergo every thing, pro- 
vided my lover be ſafe, and eſcape 
the dangers to which his courage and 
chagrin expoſe him. How untortu- 
nate was I, not to juſtify myſelf be- 
fore his departure! Perhaps my in- 
nocence might have reſtored him to 


c 
c 
L 
6 
6 
c 
a 
c 
c 
6 
. 
. 
© me, and made him careful of a life 


he ought to preſerve for my ſake !? 


I ſhall not relate all the expoſtulations 
my grief furniſhed upon this occaſion, 


Why ſheuld T tire you, O reader, with 


the recital of my tears? Hitherto, they 
have been but too plentiful. A little 
patience ; the time will come, when they 
will be wiped away, and this truth de- 
monſtrated, that the happineſs which 
virtue procures for us can never be tco 
dearly bought. 2 

Although I had time to prepare for 
the old marquis's viſit, I found myſelf 


terribly confounded when he appeared. 


His preſence made ine ſenſible of the 
great diſtance between us, knowing he 
was now acquainted with my origin. 
Can pride receive a greater check? How- 

ever, I took upon me ſo far as to con- 
quer my bluſhes and confuſion, I re- 
ſolved to be the firſt in mentioning the 
meanneſs of my birth, in order to pre- 


vent him: this expedient I owe to my 


vanity. * Is it poſſible, my lord,” ſaid 
I, receiving him with great reſpeR, and 
preſenting him a chair, that you ſhould 
© condeſcend to fee me, after the diſ- 
© Covery you have made? What com- 
© pariſon is there between a country 
© girl, one who has been ſo unhappy 
* as to fall under your diſpleaſure, and 
* a nobleman of your rank? Whence 
comes ſuch a diſtiv&ion, which I heave 
no waz s deſerved ?'—* Let us have no 
* more of that, lovely Jenny,” ſaid the 
marquis, making me fit down: I have 
no longer the reaſon of complaint J 
had formerly againſt you ; and that 
virtue, of which I have received con- 
vincing proofs, has created a due fe- 
gard * one who is ſo worthy of it. 
We will ſay nothing of your birth : 
not but I was mightily taken with 
your candid acknowledgment; a ſtroke 
that does not want it's force, rer 
eſcape my obleryation, A mean bitt 


* * — * * 
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is the capricious effect of chance, never 
to be cailed in mind but when vice 
deforms it; whereas prudence, and 


contemptible, and caſt a luſtre upon 
it, Kot inferior to that of kings, when 
no falſe ſtep is made in the thorny 
paths of virtue. I ſhall ſay no more 
on this head; you having, my dear 
girl, leſs need of inſtruction than 
others, as your education has been 
very extraordinary. What I have to 
ſay is of a different nature; but, be- 
fore I explain myſelf any farther, I 
defire you will tell me, with that can- 
dour ſo becoming virtue and honour, 
vpon what terms you are with my fon? 
I have reaſons for aſking this queſ- 
tion; and if your anſwer proves ſa- 
tisfactory, it will lay an obligation on 
me, and you ſhall never repent hav- 
ing explained yourſelf on a ſubject I 
have more at heart than you imagine. 
Truth, and a thorough confidence in 
me, carry a greater weight in m 
judgment, than any other qualifica- 
tions," 
When the old marquis wrote his in- 
tention of making me a viſit, I expeQed 
to ſuffer very much from the conver- 
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ſation; but I little thought it would 
burn on ſuch an important tubject, I 
was the more terrified, being attacked in 
the moſt ſenſible part. Allevaſions ap- 
peared uſsleſs; I had one of the ſubtleſt 
of men to deal with, whoſe penetration 


was ſurprizing. While he tpoke what 
I have mentioned, his eyes were fixed 
upon me, and he ſeemed to learch within 
me the ſecret receſſes of my heart. How 
could I withſtand foterrifynig an atſ. ult ? 
There was nothing left, but to act with 
the Gncerity he pretended to value to 
much, if I propoſed to ſucceed with 
one of his turn, and that method I 
took. One never faulters in ſpeaking 
the truth, . | 

It would be in vain, my lord,” an- 
ſwered 1 alter a moient's pale, © io 
deny that your ſon has beet; uear to 
me; he is maſter of ſuch enucaring 
© qualities, and which beipeak o moch 
« probity, that my heart coul not poſ- 
« ſibly reſiſt ſo large a ſhare of merit. I 
© ſhould be wanting to that ſincerity, of 
© which you appear to jealous, it I dif- 
© ſembled on this occaſion. I might 
© employ the word eſteem inftee of 
4 love; but I will not impoſe upon you. 
© I did. love your ſon, with all the fin- 


noble actions, ſtrip it of all that is 
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cerity Jam capable of; and had not 
his late behaviour interfered, I might 
till preſerve the ſame regards : I dare 
not ſay they 212 no more; I am not 
ſufficiently acquainted with myſelf, to 
know perfectly my ſecret ſentiments. 
It is to no purpoſe for me to dwell 
any longer on this. ſubject, as I can. 
add nothing more to what lhave ſaid, 
Your experience may perhaps make 

greater diſcoveries,” | 
The old marquis ſeemed tranſported 

at my ſincere manner of expreſſing my- 
leif. * You are exceeding charming,” 
laid he, * and my eſteem for you re- 

* doubles 3 of which I will give you 
* ccnvincing proofs, On your fide, 
continue to {peak the truth, Tell me 
firſt what your deſigns are; and then, 
with the ſame fincerity, own from 

whom you receive. wherewithal to 
furniſh vour expences, Whilſt my 
ſon and Saint Fal were here, I eaſily 
believe you wanted ſor nothing; but, 
ſuppoſe you never hear more of either 
of them, how will you contrive to 
go on as you have begun? Look up- 
on me, adorable creature, as your 
friend. Baniſh that fear and trouble 

I fee in you; there is no occaſion for 
them. Did ] not truly intereſt myſelf 
in your behalf, I ſhould not enquire 
into theſe particulars.—“ Alas, my 
lord !* replied J with a ſigh, © you 
remind me of the imprudence of my 
conduct; ior which my reaſon has 
often reproached me, It was with 
ſome difficulty your nephew prevailed 
on me to accept of the tokens, by 
which his generoſity ſhewed itſelf in 
my regard, Some time ago I reſolv- 
cd to ſpend my days in a _monaſiery 
and more than once I have preſſed him 
to crown the work, by aſſiſting me in 
the execution of that deſign.%—" You 
aiways ialk of Saint Fal, whom you 
do not love, cried the marquis, flily 
interropting me, © and never once nien- 
tion my ton in ail this proviſion; yet 
it is more natural to attribute your 
J ittle cevenus to him, than to mv ne- 
* phew, The advantage of being be- 
© loved by him“ My lord, I tell 
« you ihe truth,“ replied J, interrupt- 
ing in my turn; I will not aMo- 
© lutely ſav, that the marquis has no 
* ſhare in what has been done for me: 
* but this J am poſitive in, that what 

J have received hitherto, has been 

„from your nephew's hands; and 

of under 
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under what title would you ima- 
gine? As ſo much lent, for ſo he ge- 
nerouſly called it, to be repaid if ever 
fortune ſhould put it in my power. A 
train of events, continually alarming 
me, have thus far prevented my com- 
ing to ſome reſolution—" * Good 

* God! my dear girl,” cried the mar- 

quis, I do not pretend to put you up- 

on juſtifying yourſelf 3 you owe me 
no ſuch deference: your conduct is 
without reproach, as I have been well 
ſatisfied a great while; and ſo far from 
wiſhing you were ſhut up in a mona- 
ſtery, I would be the firſt to oppole it. 


0 
c 
4 
0 
« 
6 
c 
c 
of 
6 
c 
(4 
« queſtions I put to you; it is in order 
© to fix upon {ſomething in your regard, 
and to juſtify that eſteem I conceived 
© for you the firſt moment we were ac- 
© quainted., Phis candour, this ſince- 
© rity, which I have now experienced, 
E convince me that your fentiments 
c place you in a rank not inferior to 
« women of the beſt quality, I beg I 
© may be favoured with your friendihip, 
© and have your leave to cultivate it, I 
have great deſigns in your behalf; give 
* me but time to bring them to pertec- 
© tion: in the mean while, go on as 
c you have begun. I come often to 
Paris, ſometimes ſpend whole weeks 
© there, and then ſhall be a conſtant 
© yihitor, 
come; care will be taken, I am 
© obliged to leave you at preſent; but 
© jn two days you may depend on hear- 
ing from me.“ i 


marquis roſe, was very complaiſant 
on the ſubject of my ſhape and charms; 
adding, he often thought of my fine 
neck; that he intended to invite me 
to dinner, to have the pleaſure of hear- 
ing we ſing again. After a great deal 
more of the like nature, he Jett me, 
much aſtoniſhed at what had pafed, 

In effect, what could I divine? Was 
it natural to think, that the very man 
who had expreſſed himſelf againſt me 
with ſo much bitterneſs, was fo ſudden]y 
changed ? Had he not endeavoured to 
ſecure me in a convent for life? Was 
J not ftill the fame Jenny, that little 
country girl, who had engaged the ſon 
in Texatious affairs, and obliged the fa- 
ther to employ his utmoit intereſt ? 
and fince that, had I not impoſed upon 
him under a feigned name? Whence, 


Excuſe, lovely Jenny, the perplexing 


a  % i a a © 


Be eaſy as to the time to 


Saying theſe words, 
which ſurprized me extremely, the old 
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therefore, ſhould come fuch a ſüden 


alteration ? Could, my charms extend 
their empire over the father as well ag 
the ſon ? It this piece of vanity might 
be indulged, had I not greater reaſon 
to dread this nobleman than ever ? It 
could not be imputed as a crime if I 
ſhunned him heretofore, and avoided 
falling into his hands, Self- preſer va- 
tion is always natural; but ſhould I not 
be juſtly condemned, if I accepted of a 
reconciliation, which doubtleſs was of- 
tered with ſome view, perhaps incompa- 
tible with reputation and virtue ? Cruel 
alternative! How was I perplexed ! 

The day was ſpent with weighing 
theſe things in my mind; yet, notwith- 
ſtanding my apprehenſions, a blind con- 
fidence carried it in favour of this no- 
bleman. Why. ſhovld he deceive 
me, ſaid J to myſelf; © and if his 
views are criminal, why would he 
extol my virtue and conduct? Ought 
I not rather to imagine it is owing to 
them that I have gained his eſteem ? 
And tince he praiſes me ſo much on 
that account, 1s it not to encourage 
me to continue? He mentions a hap- 
py ſettlement, and throws out obſcure 
hints; how, do I know but he has 
his reaſons for it? To be fure he: 
has, ſaid I, confirming myſelf in the 
notion; * time will effect it. If my 
* conjectures are groundleſs, Heaven, 
6 whicti: has hitherto protected me, and 
© to which I will ever have recourſe, 
will not abandon me.“ Thus did I 
come to 2 reſolution, 5 

My thoughts now more at liberty, I 
was going to anſwer Saint Fal's letter, 
when the bell rung. I liſtened to hear 
who my aunt talked to. A voice, 
which ſtruck me to the very ſoul, made 
me look through the key-hole. Hea- 
vens! what a condition was Tin! Iim- 
mediately knew my father and mother 
embracing my aunt, At firſt, I was 
running to throw myleif into their 
arms; but ig endeavouring it, I was 
to much tranſported, that finding my 
feet fail me, and fearing I ſhould fall 
on the floor, I threw myſelf into a 
great chair, where I was an hour with- 
out coming to myſelf, I will now 
account for this unexpeCted viſit, and 
ſhew how much chance interferes in 
the occurrences of life. es Es 
It was lucky for me that my affee- 
tion towards thote who had given we 

———— | Ute 
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life occaſioned the emotion mentioned 
in the preceding page; otherwiſe I 
ſhould have imprudently diſcovered my - 
ſelf, and it was not yet time. What 
was employed in recovering me from my 
diſorder, made me foreſee the conle- 
quence of what I was upon the point 
of doing. Doubtleſs, in acknowledg- 
ing my parents, I ſhould lay myſelf 
under an obligation, either of keeping 
them with me, or following them home 
to our cottage ; either of which would 
be equally perplexing to them and my- 
ſelf: I think it needleſs to give the rea- 
ſons, they may be eaſily imagined, I 
behaved with ſuch complaiſance to my 
ticular, as made her life ſo eaſy; and 
my regard for her was ſo great, that I 
ſeemed more to belong to her than fie 
to me: the ſecret comfort of an un- 
queſtionable witneſs of my conduct, 
and who was one day to appear n my 
behalf, If my intentions had been 
bad, I ſhould have been very caretu! 
how I fitted myſelf with uch a cap; 
but I wanted her only for form's fake, 
thank God! Heaven preſerved in my 
heart the love of virtue, with which I 
had been born; and I prayed every day 
with fervoar, for grace to perſiſt in 
theſe good intentions. Such prayers 
are acceptable to God, and he tellom 
refuſes to hear them. 

When I was perſeRly recovered, I 
deſired extremely to fee my father and 
mother. I was very ſure they would 
not know me, time had made ſuch an 
alteration 16 my features and behaviour. 
I was ſo much grown, and my dreſs 
was fo different from what they had 
ſeen, that I was eaſy upon that head, 
With this affurance I rung my bei: it 
was dinner-time, and I very naturally 
called for it. My good aunt coming 
into the room, ſeemed perplexed, Not- 
| withſtanding the familiarity I ufed her 
| with, I had refuſed, I do not know 
| why, a reſerve, not to ſay more, which 
often gave me pain. I aſked her what 
was the matter. She heſitated. En- 
couraging her, Have you broke any 
thing!“ feigned IJ. Well, there is 
© no great harm done.) One familiar 
queſtion always ſufficed to put ber in 
heart; accordingly ſhe owned, ſus ap- 
prehended my anger, becauſe ſhe had 
wrote for her brother and ſiſter to come 
and fee her at their convenience? anc 


aunt in every thing, excepting this par- 


as ſhe had not acquainted me with it, 
ſhe was afraid to tell me, thathaving bu- 
ſineſs at Paris, they took this oppor- 
tunity, and were actually in the houſe ; 
that I ought however to parilon her, be- 
cauſe the had only ſent for them, to let 
them Know the happineſs ſhe enjoyed in 
my ſer vice. I am glad,“ anſwered 


I, © that you are content, and like your 


* place; I wiſh your happineſs was (till 
greater: and far from taking it ill 
© that your relations are come, I am 
„ pieaſed at it; I muſt fre them, and 
* deſire they would dine with me.“ 


Ab, Madam! you are too good,” 


cr:ed Barbara; * it is not for ſuch as 


they to be fo much honoured,'—" Do 
as you are bid,” replied I; bring 
them to me, I will talk with them x 
they ſhall know what you ſaid of me 
ts true.“ Barbara was fo pleaſed with 
this, that ſhe fle to acquaint my pa- 
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rents. My heat was in an agitation, 


though an agreeable one; nor was it 
without difnculty that I lipprefiled it's 
motions, ſeeing thoſe to whom I owed 
my life. I ſuffered from the reſpect 
with which they approached me: I even 
blamed myſeif, and I did what I could 
to put an end to it. Ts 


At laſt, by dint of careſſes, I pre- 


vailed with them to fit, and grow a lit- 


tle more familiar. The art which I 
have often experienced of giving our in- 
feriors a freedom and confidence in 
ſpeaking, is to put ourſelves on a level 
with them, and to deſcend to their 
rank. Alchough this was far from be- 
ing my caſe, at preſent I was oblige 


to obſerve the maxim with my father 


and mother. The prejudice of my ſu- 
periorit) made them ſilent, and it had 


been impoſſible other wiſe for me to get 


out of them what I had a mind to 
know. I made them poſleſs themſelves 
by talking of their village. I pretend- 
ed to have paſſed ſome months at a la- 
dy's houſe to whom it belonged: it 
was the only method of biinging them 
to diſcourſe, and it ſucczeded. My 
mother, cn hearing this, appeared like 
a perſon who is recollecting lomebody z 
and told me, it mult deat Madame La 


Comteſſe Ne 's, where the had ſeen 


me; that I had ſet her right, and that 
ever fince the had been in the room, ſhe 
had been revolving in her mind where 
the had the honour to ſee me, ſo much 
did my tice {irike her. My father faid 
the 
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the ſame thing, and informed me how 
their village had changed maſters ſince 


the young lady's marriage, whoſe father 
died of an apoplexy, I aſked what 


was become of his wife; he anſwered 


me, ſhe lived with her daughter, called 
Madame D'Eſtival. Said I, * Is ſhe 


© j]1-humoured as ever?* On my ſaying 


this, my father looked at my mother 


with a ſmile, as much as to ſay, The 
£ lady knows her!“ He told me he 


plainly ſaw I knew how matters went: 
that there never was in the world a 
worſe-natured woman than her we 


talked of; that ſhe had quarrelled 
twice with her huſband; the third time 


ſhe carried things to ſuch a length, that 
he parted from her; that, unfortunate- 
ly for him, he had put ſo much in her 
power, that this ſeparation left him in 


ill circumſtances, but he choſe to loſe 
all, rather than paſs his days with fo 


worthleſs a woman. He faid likewiſe, 
ſhe lived a league from Paris, whither 
ſhe always came to ſpend the winter, 
and that every body, even her own {er- 
vants, held her in deteſtation. 

I had but too much reaſon to com- 
plain of this woman, not to be curious 
concerning what regarded her, In vain 
we flatter ourſelves that we forgive, the 


interior always retains an acrimony a— 


gainſt thoſe who have offended us; and 
Jet us boaſt ever ſv much of our hero- 
iſm, we cannot help feeling a joy, when 
we hear ſome diſagreeable adventure has 
happened to an enemy. What my fa- 
ther had ſaid relating to Madame D'Eſti- 


val, of whom J have often ſpoke under 


the name of Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, 
and whom I ſhall mention again in the 


end of theſe memoirs, made me bluſh 


a little; and bringing to my remem- 
brance all the uncafineſs ſhe had given 
me, I-was not ſorry to hear the ill laid 
to her charge; by this means I thought 
myſelf revenged of this bad woman, 
It was, no doubt, this motive that en- 


gaged me to aſk my father to give me 
the hiſtory of her marriage, and inform 


me of all that had come to his know- 
ledge on that ſubjet. He would not 


pe aſked twice: in ſpite of his ruſtick 


delivery, I did not loſe a tittle of it, 
and though ſomething coarſe, ſtill the 
picture bore a great likeneſs. I have 


{ach a pleaſure in an opportunity of let- 
| ting 55 haughty Mademoiſelle P El- 
bicux, at preſent Madame D'Eſtival, 


know I have not forgot all the vexa- 


tions ſhe brought upon me, that Teven 


Jnatch at it. Here is her hiſtory ; ſhe 


will infallibly know herſelf again; and 
if ſhe has one grain of equity left, ſhe 
will be obliged to own, that though I 
know how to take my revenge, I have 
done it with moderation in her regard, 
Of all the lovers who had been at. 
tracted, either by the charms or riches 
of Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, there re- 


mained but one; her haughty beha. 


viour, oftentimes heightened into inſo- 
lence, had drove away the reſt. Can 
one imagine her malice to have been ſo 
great, as to ſet her admirers often to- 
gether by the ears? She found a plea. 


 fure, worthy only of herſelf, in exaſ- 


perating them with carrying ſtories, and 
even in bringing them to the laſt extre- 
mities: above ten duels were placed to 
her account during her father's life, 
which drew upon her his ſevereſt treat- 
ment; but to no effect. She had a bad 
heart; nothing was capable of mak. 
ing it better. As long as M. Le 
Conte de N lived, ſhe kept within 
bounds, becauſe ſhe feared him: his 
eyes were no ſooner cloſed, but ſhe 
gave a looſe to her wicked diſpoſition, 
as will appear from what follows, 
The faithful lover, whom I have juſt 
now mentioned, was named Monſieur 
D'Eſtival: he was a gentleman about 
ſorty ; his fortune moderate, which he 
ſought to improve dy marrying, Ma- 
demoiſelle P'Elbieux was rich, a pro- 
per match, and the more ſo by her 
brother's retiring into a convent, as is 
laid elſewhere. This gentleman's eſtate 
lay four leagues from the caſtle of 
the Counteſs of N ; the neighbour- 
hood had facilitated his acquaintance: 
with the mother and daughter, and 
flattered him with hopes of ſucceeding 
one day or other in bis purſuits. It 
muſt be obſerved that this young lady 
had an air of ſweetneſs which capti- 


vated at firſt fight. Monſieur D*Eiti- 


val, who was handſome and well- 
ſhaped, had been fo well received by 
her, that he thought himſelf too ſoon 
fure of the happineſs to which he aſ- 
pired, How moderate ought the judg- 
ment to be in ſuch caſes! Nothing is ſo 
deceitful as the countenance ! But of 
this hereafter; let us return to the 
ſtory... 

Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux took no 
notice of any but this new lover, and 
deipilted all the relt for ſome days. 
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THE FORTUNATE COUNTRY MAID, 


Him we ſpeak of, excelled his competi- 
tors by an air of nobleneſs and grandeur 
which was natural to him: add to this, 
that he was of an eaſy complying tem- 


per; and, in order to pleafe her, conde- 
ſcended to be a ſlave to her capriciouſ- 


neſs. Monſieur D'Eftiyal was bent on 


marrying her, intereſt made him ſur- 
mount every thing; to make his for- 
tune, it was neceſſary to ſupplant his 


competitors, and there was nothing he 
did not undergo to ſucceed, | | 

In the portraitI gave of Mademoiſelle 
D'Elbieux, as before-mentioned, I ſaid 


ſhe had wit; and it was*true. She ſoon 
found out the views of her new lover, 
and without examining whether ſhe was 


in the right, ſhe reſolved to gratify her 
natural malignity. The better to ſe- 
cure him, great regard was ſhewn; and 
as ſoon as ſhe thought him ſmitten, 
and that love and intereſt were united, 
ſhe threw off the maſk, and reſigned her- 
ſelf entirely up to her caprice and hu- 
mour: always reſtleſs and miſchievous, 
ſhe could not bear to diſſemble long. 
The Counteſs of M, her mother, 
loved the world, as I have ſaid elſe- 


where; and though ſomewhat in years, 


was amorouſly inclined. M. D'Eſtival, 
without any other deſign but that of 
rendering her fawurable to his defires, 
had not been backward in making his 
court to her in his firſt viſits ; and, 


finding things went well by the gra- 


cious manner he was received, he con- 
tinued to render himſelf agreeable, in 
which he had very good ſucceſs. Ma- 
demoiſelle D'Elbieux, who ſoon per- 
ceived her mother's growing paſſion, 
took a malignant joy in augmenting it, 
and throwing M. D'Eſtival into the 
moſt tickliſh perplexity. There is 
* but one way of obliging my mother 
© to be'favourable to you, ſaid ſhe to 
him one day in the garden: „ ſhe has 
© hitherto rejected all the offers that have 


© been made, becauſe not one of thoſe 


© who have done me the honour to ad- 
dreſs me, could find out my dear mo- 
© ther's foible. Continue to make your 
© court to her; let her imagine, if you 
© pleaſe, that you give her the prefe- 
© rence; if you are lucky enough to make 
© her believe ſo, no doubt but I (hall 
© ſcon be yours.“ Was not this enough 
to redouble the ardour of M. D'Eitival? 
Nothing could be greater than it was, 
and every body believed him in lovagwith 
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was miſtaken among the reſt; ſelf-lore 


was eaſily flattered, her heart was ſtruck, 
gratitude preſſed it: the had been for- 
merly compaſſionate; now-a-days we 
are leſs ſevere upon the article of de- 
cency. After ſome ſtruggle, ſhe re- 
ſolved to own to her loves, he was not 
indifferent. Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux 
perceived, by her mother's penſiveneſs, 
what paſſed in her breaſt. She was 
frequently treated with ſeverity, becauſe 
ſhe de ſerved it; now ſhe had it in her 
power to be revenged, without treſpaſſ- 
ing on reſpect, ſhe ſnatched the oppor- 
tunity with great eagernels. 5 

M. D'Eſtival had been well received 
till now; his ſituation changed. Ma- 


demoiſelle D'Elbieux, from mild and 


obliging, behaved to him with coldnels 
and ſeverity. He was aſtonithed at it, 


and uſed the moſt preſſing means of re- 


gaining her. © In what is it I have 
 dilpleaſed you?” ſaid he to her one 
night fitting by her, when other people 
were playing at quadrille. You have 


| © ayoided me for theſe eight days paſt; 


© ſcarce do I appear, but your amiable 
© countenance 1s clouded, 


dear Mademoiſeile D'Elbieux: you 
would find it a hard matter to juſtify 
yourſeif; I am none of thoſe fools ; 
and if I appear otherwiſe. than for- 
merly, you may be aſſured I have good 
motives for fo doing; nay, the are 
undeniable, I own I had an efteem 
for you; but you have given me rea- 
fon to alter my ſentiments; let us talk 
no more of it. You have had your 


am ſurprized, however, vou take the 
pains to queſtion me, having a moie 
agrezable employment 
hands, and which well deferves all 
your pains.“ Saying this, ſhe roſe, 
and left M. D*Eftival attoniſh-d at a 
diſcourſe to which he could not umagiue 


ho he had given occaſion. 


So little did he ſuſpect from whence 
ſach an oddity could ariſe, that he drew 
near the table where they were at play, 
and whifpeced the Connteſs Do NX 
Her daughter, p1qued at this behaviour, 
and fitting near her mother after ſhe 
had quitted M. D Eval, rofe haſtily 


up, and anſwered very {corniaily a ci- 


vility her lover ſhewed her as the paſſod 
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Could I be. 
© ſo unhappy as to have unknowingly - 
* drawn upon myſelf this treatment?“ 
— Let us have no more words upon 


© this ſubject, if you pleaſe,” anſwered the 


views; I with they may ſuccecd. I 


* pon Yo ur 
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by. This extraordinary treatment made 
an impreſſion, and he reſolved to know 
the reaſon of it as ſoon as poſſible. 
Hitherto M. D'Eſtival had acted only 
upon a view of intereſt, Mademoiſelle 
D'Elbieux's fickleneſs made him look 
upon things in another light: love, 


which he had bitherto treated as folly, 


and to which he had not yet been a 
lave, puniſhed his indifference, and made 
him ſenſible of his misfortune in loſing 
the good graces of ſo charming a perſon 
as Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux. 
the conſtant companion of a growing 
paſſion, inſinuated itſelf into his diſturb- 
ed mind, and made him recollect that 
his miſtreſs diſtinguiſhed a certain M. 
D'Eſtourneaux, a great hunter, who could 
diſcourſe of nothing but hounds and 
horſes, unleſs it were to ridicule, aſperſe 
or murder his neighbour's good name. 
On ſuch occaſions he ſhone, and theſe 


fine accompliſhments made him be con- 


ſidered by Mademoilelle D'Elbieux; 
beſides, he was a gentleman of no con- 
duct, and thought to be privately mar- 
; ried to a girl very much beneath him. 
M. D'Eftival, after ſome jealous re- 
flections concerningD'Eſtourneaux, con- 
cluded he was the cauſe of the altera- 
tion in Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux; this 
thought gave him pain: he reſolved to 
watch his rival; and he thought he had 


great reaſon to imagine himſelf not mii- 


taken, and that he was ſacrificed to this 
new-comer. He was no ſooner con- 
vinced of this fatal truth, but he be- 
came extremely jealous, and that fo 
openly, that every body perceived it. 
Mademoiſelle D'Eibieux was one of the 
firſt who found it out. She triumphed 
in it, and did all ſhe could to carry it 
to the greateſt exceſs, by overwhelming 
D'Eſtourneaux with a diſtinguiſhing po- 
liteneſs, | 


As to the Counteſs De N—, ſhe 


behaved quite otherwiſe: ſhe had, as I 
have ſaid before, given way to the fup- 
poled addreſſes of M. D'Eſtival; but 
ſeeing them ceaſe on a ſudden, and her 
lover melancholy and uneaſy, ſhe could 
not tell what to think of ſuch a cocl- 
neſs and alteration of temper. * What 
is the matter with you?“ {aid ſhe one 
day to him, When he appeared mere 
thoughtiul than ordinary: ate you 
fick, or going to be fo? I ſcarce 
know you. Formerly you was gay, 
© polite, and entertaining; one could 
not hve with you, and not be en- 


Jealouſy, 


.C 
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chanted with your temper : now yon 
are dull, ſilent, ill-humoured; one 
does not know who you are angry 
with, I flattered myſelf with being 
© your confidante; yet for theſe eight 
* days you have been out of humour, 
and I cannot find out the reaſon, 
This whimſical proceeding of yours 
ſurprizes me; and if I was leſs your 
friend, I ſhould know how to bere- 
venged, and ſhould make myſelf 
6 eaſy. 1 8 | 
M. D'Eſtival, whoſe trouble was re- 
newed by this diſcourſe, forgot the part 
he had undertook, and fetched a ſigh. 
© 'That's well,” ſaid the counteſs ſmil- 
ing; © we ſhall ſoon know what puts 
© youout of temper: this ſigh is a pre- 
© liminary of your confidence in me. 
© Take courage, my poor D'Eſtival ; 
© pr'ythee, let us have no myſtery, and L 
© promiſe to uſe my endeavours to make 
«© your troubles ceaſe.— Ah, Madam! 
replied the jealous lover, my troubles 
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are not of a nature to be eaſily reme- 


died; I am jealous, and you eakily 
© comprehend—" * Jealous!” cried the 
countels very ſerioutly; of whom ? 
Good God! do you ſee any body 
© here who can give you the leaſt un- 
* ealineſs? Is any favoured but your- 
© ſelf ?“ Yes, no doubt, Madam, re- 
plied D*'Eftival; © has not D'Eftourneaux 
the preference? Alas! I perceive it 
© buttoo well; and ſince you muſt know 
it, that it is which puts me in the con- 


dition for which you reproach me.” 


This confeſſion threw the counteſs 
into the greateſt ſurprize ; ſhe could not 
remember to have ever ſo behaved to 
D*Ettourneaux,as to give D' Eſtival room 
to think ſhe gave the other the prefe- 
rence. To this end ſhe did all ſhe could 
to diſabuſe him. D'Eſtival went upon 
too ſure ground, as he thought, to yield 
to all theſe proteſtations. Well!“ 
ſaid the counteſs to him with ſome im- 
patience, * I know an infallible way of 
* convincing you of your error; and lelt 
you ſhould ſtill entertain any doubt 
on this ſubje&, I will this inſtant for- 
bid your rival my houſe: he ſhall ne- 
ver {et his foot within my doors again, 
and you ſhall be for ever delivered 
fiom his preſence.“ D'Eſtival was lo 
ſenſibly affected by this condeſcenſion, 
that he threw himſelf at the countels's 
feet, and aſſured her, that for this mark 
of nher goodneſs there was nothing in 
this world he was not ready to 3 
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fake to convince her of his gratitude, 
As he pronounced theſe words, touched 
with the ſingular favour ſhe had ſhewn 
him, he ſeized one of her hands, and 
kiſſed it a hundred times. Mademoi- 
ſelle D'Elbieux came in as he was in 
the midſt of theſe tranſports, and turn- 
ed pale with anger at fo deciſive a piece 
of intelligence, and which proved ef- 
fectually thatD*Eftival had deceived her, 


when he vowed to love nobody but her. 


On the other hand, the mother, piqued 
hat her daughter ſhould find a man at 
her feet, bid her very ſharply retire, 
and that ſhe thought her very bold in 
endeavouring to ſurprize her. Made- 
moiſelle D'Elbieux, ever haughty, an- 
ſwered, running haſtily back, that ſhe 


had no deſign of being witneſs to ſuch 


an affair, and that when perſons were 


in ſuch a ſituation, they ought to pro- 


vide againſt being ſurprized. The 
counteis, provoked at the anſwer, ran 
to chaſtiſe her. D' Eſtival, perceiving 
her deſign, interpoſed, and exerted him- 
ſelf in appealing her. This was no 


hard matter, being now at the bottom 


of the affair ſhe had endeavoured to un- 
zavel, and of which we ſhall give a far- 
ther account, after a word or two con- 


cerning Mademoiſelle. D'Eibieux. She 
"retired to her chamber, extremely nettjed 


at the rebuff ſhe had received. The 
worſt conſtruction, according to her 
cultom, was put upon what ſhe had 
ſeen. She concluded D'Eſtival impoſed 


upon her; that he really loved her mo- 


ther, and was beloved again; and that 
there was a very good underitanding 
betwixt them: this thought made her 
cry for vexation, and inſpired a cruel 
reſentment. She revolved in her mind 
the means of revenging herſelf; her 
wicked diſpoſition ſuggelted to her, that 
ſhe ought to diſſemble, and endeavour 
to recal L'Eſtival, in order to have it 
in her power to puniſh them both for 
decciving her. She had tco guod an 
opinion of herſelf to doubt of ſucceſs: 
ſhe conſulted her glaſs by way of pre- 
lude, puton ſome agreeable airs, exer- 
ciled her eyes, and then went to the 
room where the company generally met, 
expecting D'Eſtival would be there be- 
fore dinuer, according to cuſtom. 

As to the counteſs, ſhe ſoon ſaw 
Abrough D'Eſtival's diſcourſe; ſhe found 
is jealouſy had diſcovered him, and 
hat her daughter was the divinjty to 
hom he ſacrificed, A word that drop- 
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ped from D'Eſtival let her into the ſecret, 
and convinced her ſhe was made a pro- 
perty; but upon reflection ſhe was per- 
plexed. Why thould he pretend to love 
her ? Her daughter was not under any 
ſuch reſtraint, as to be obliged to have 
recourſe to ſuch ſtratagems.. This ſhe 
was deſirous to unravel on the (pot, and 
reſolved to diſſemble, the better to ef- 
fect her deſign. M. D'Eſtival, ſurpriz- 
ed at the counteſs's remaining ſilent for 
ſome moments, whilſt ſhe made theſe re- 
flections, aſked very reſpectfully what 
was the matter, and whether he had 
been ſo unfortuuate as to incur her diſ- 
pleaſure, * No, Sir,* anſwered ſhe, 
© I reſpect and value you very much, 
but I have a ſcheme in my head; I 
ſhall require a ſacrifice at your hands. 


love me, and that there is nothing in 
the world you would not do to con- 
vince me of it: what I expect fiom 
you is of conſequence, and will coſt 
you dear, if you really love me in the 
manner you have proteſted, Conſider, 
before I go any farther, confult your 
own breaſt, have you dealt fincerely 
© with me, and may I rely on your 
« proteſtations ?* D'Eſtival, ſurprized at 
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this preamble, and called on to confirm 


what he had fo often vowed, was oblig- 
ed to comply. Well, then,” continued 
the counteſs, if fo, I may rely on 
© your compliance and regard for me. 
* This reſtores my tranquillity, and in- 
clines me to open my heart with the 
greater confidence, Be very atten- 
tive, I beg; and if you have a real re- 
ſpect for me, do not interrupt what I 
am going to ſay, N | 
I am ſatisfied of your great merit,“ 
continued the counteſs, looking earneſt- 
ly on D'Eſtival; © and, if I had only 
* conſulted my own ſatis faction, ſhould 
not have heſitated in rewarding it; 
but after five-and-twenty one ought 
to weigh things more attentively, and 
foreſee the conſequences too much 


. 
c 
\ 
* 
* 


precipitation might draw after it, and 


the repentance it might occaſion. 
Though I am not accountable to any 


I have thus long deferred uſing my 
liberty, I love my daughter as much 
as a mother ought, but if TI indulge 
my inclination for you, it will pre— 
vent her being ſo well provided for, 
as I am not too old to have children; 
for in that caſe, inſtead of being a 
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You have ſaid a hundred times you 
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great fortune, ſhe would become a 
very moderate one. This is the eſſen- 
tial point, and on which, after mak- 
ing due reflections, I came to a reſo- 
lution, very plain, as you will ſee ; 
but the whole world ſhall not prevail 
on me to change it. = 
© Lam willing to marry you, if you 
will accept of me with my bare join- 
ture; that is, without including what 
I defign for my daughter. This will 
be but little, and as your circum- 
ſtances are but moderate, I ſhall be 
the firſt to adviſe you, not to conſult 
the paſſion you ſeem to have for me, 
but to do better ; and let reaſon, not 
love, guide us both. I have an affec- 
tion for you; I ſacrifice it to a mater- 
nal tenderneſs, and offer you my 
daughter; marry her, ſhe is rich and 
handſome. It will coſt me dear, but 
1 ſhall have the comfort of having 
done my duty, and given my daugh- 
ter and you an opportunity of making 
each other happy. Such is my plan, 
ſurprizing enough no doubt; but now 
it is Jaid down to you, there is no- 
thing to be done, but to come to a 
reſolution once for all. You ſce the 
affair turns on this point; either to 
marry me without any thing, being 
determined not to injure my daugh- 
ter, or to marry Madame D'Elbieux, 
notwithſtanding your affection for 
me, and you and I never to ſee each 
other more, You mult reſolve one 
way or other, theſe being my inten- 
tions; to-morrow at this hour I ex- 
pect your final anſwer. So much 
time I allow you, that nothing may 
be concluded in a hurry.* Saying 


a K — «a a2 


6 
. 
c 
C 
6 
6 
« 
C 
( 
C 
c 
c 
c 
c 
- 
4 
£ 
c 
o 
« 
c 
6 
4 
'c 
4 
6 
c 
£ 
« 
c 
« 


\ this, the counteſs retired to her cloſet, 


leaving D'Eſtival aſtoniſned at what he 
had heard, and vaſtly perplexed how 
to act in ſo critical an option, which 
called fer all the wit he was maſter of, 

The affair appeared to be of ſuch 


importance, that he was convinced he 


ought to weigh it with the greateſt at- 


tention 3 to this purpoſe, he ordered a 


horſe to be ſaddled, and went home, 
that he might deliberate without inter- 
_ rvption. Going out of the caſtle, he 
was obſerved by Mademoiſelle D'El- 


bieux fiom a window; ſhe was much 


ſurprized at it, he never going away 
before without taking leave of her, 
This behaviour confirmed her firſt ſu- 
ſpicions : pride and ſelf- love were io far 
kumbled, that a ſigh enſued, and for 


bim. 
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the firſt time ſhe felt an unuſual emo- 
tion, never having known what love. 
was before; but now it repreſented 
D'Eſtival as an amiable lover, and with 
whom fhe might have been happy, had 
her mother ſuffered them to have been 
united. All his good qualities preſent- 
ing themſelves, reminded her of his ar- 
dent addreſſes, and ſhe was partial 
enough to think them fincere, and her- 
ſelf beloved: ſhe concluded, her mo- 
ther had deprived her of this conqueſt ; 
and, being taken with her lover, had 
ſeduced him from her, and obliged him 
to alter his behaviour in her regard; up- 
on this ſhe conceived a hatred againſt 
her for ſuch cruel proceedings. After 
various reflections, ſurpaſſing each other 
in bitterneſs, her high ſpirit hurried her 
into a notion, that on ſuch an occaſion 
the bounds of decency were to be tram- 
pled under foot, and no expedient left 
untried, to prevent being fooled in this 


adventure, 


Fully ſatisfied on this head, ſhe re- 
tired to her chamber, and wrote to D'Eſ- 
tival, telling him, that the next day, 
before her mother was ſtirring, ſhe 
would make a viſit to a relation in a 
monaſtery about a league diſtant ; that 
he would oblige her in giving her a 
meeting in the way, ſhe having ſome- 
thing of importance to communicate to 
She concluded with aſſuring, that 
he would have reaſon to be ſatisfied 


with the interview ſhe propoſed, 


This note ſhe gave a farmer's ſon, 
who was devoted to her, and paying 
him before-hand, inſiſted upon ſecreſy 
in delivering and bringing back the an- 
ſwer, This young fellow, for all his 
ſimplicity, after quitting Mademoiſelle 
D'Elbieux, was ſenſible of the conſe- 
quence of what he was going to do, and 
heſitated ſome time how he ought to 
behave, As his education had been 
better than uſual, and he continually 
at the caſtle, he had ſeen more of the 


world than others of his rank ; he was 


ſenſible, as I ſaid, of the conſequence 


of what was required of him, and dread- 


ing the counteſs's reſentment, if he 
ſhould carry on ſuch an affair without 
her knowledge, he reſolved to ſhew the 
letter to his lady; and aſſuring her, 


that however her daughter might reſent 


it, he would hazard any thing, rather 
than be wanting in his duty to her. 
The counteſs doubly rewarded his 


fidelity, above what her daughter had 


given 
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given him, and mightily commended his 
honeſty, Upon opening the billet, ſhe 
was extremely ſurprized, and longed to 
know the motive of ſuch an appoint- 
ment. In order to penetrate into this 
myſtery, ſhe determined to write an- 
other, and ſend it inſtead of her daugh- 
ter's, to change the time and place of 
rendezvous, She appointed a place in 


the park, where a door opened upon a. 


fountain, and fixed the latter end of the 
night for the time of meeting; ſhe add- 
ed, there were reaſons for it, as he ſhould 
ſoon be convinced, 

When this was wrote, ſhe ſent it by 


the ſame perſon her daughter had pitch- 


ed upon, charging him to bring her 
D'Eſtival's anſwer. He was no ſooner 
gone, but ſhe was terribly dejected, re- 
flecting a thouſand times how ſhe ought 
to behave in a conjuncture where ſhe was 
doubly concerned, and endeavouring to 
find out the cauſe of this ſudden ſtep of 
her daughter's, At firſt, ſhe imputed 
it to the converſation ſhe had with D'Ef- 
tival, which her daughter having diſco— 
vered, had taken ſomething into her 
head after her lover was gone, and had a 
mind to impart it to him. All this only 
increaſed her vexation. She did not hate 
D' 'Eſtival, but after the ſincere declara- 
tion ſhe had made him in their la con- 
verſation, ſhe was extremely nettlea that 
he ſhould ſacrifice her to her daughter, 
and preſume to form any ſchemes with 
out conſulting her. 

The peaſant was highly leaſed wich 
his own conduct on this occaſion, and 
went merrily on his errand, expecting 
a treble gratification, inſtead of one, for 
his treachery ; not doubting, in the leaſt, 
but M. D*Eftival would reward him very 
amply for his trouble. Theſe pleaſing 
reflections accompanied him on his jour. 


ney; and meeting with a tavern, he 
went in to take a elaſs, as he was fluſh 


of money. But it often happens, when 
a man is agreeably engaged, he cannot 
always give out at pleaſure; inſtead of 
one, he drank ſeveral, and followed it 
ſo cloſe, that, having none of the ſtrong- 
eſt heads, the liquor overpowering him, 
he was obliged to go to ſleep, and did 
not wake for four hours. By this time 
it was dark, which made him heartily 
repent his indiſcretion. However, he 
comforted himſelf with thinking tomake 
up the loſt time with his haſte, and to 
invent ſome excuſe for what hed hap- 
pened, contrary to his intention. 


file 
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But one would imagine falſhood is 
always attended with ill-luck; the pea- 
fant went a league too far, loſt his way, 
and inſtead of M. D' Eſtival' s, he went 
to M. D'Eftourneaux's houſe, He had 
never been at either of them, and was 
only guided by the directions he receiv- 
ed. Bclieving himſelf fight, he aſked 
the firſt ſervant he met in the court, if 
his maſter was at home? As there was 
no name on the note, he was anſwered 
in the aff mative, and his buſineſs en- 
quired, for that the gentleman was 
come tired from hun ing, and gone to 
bed, and that it was impoſſible to ſee 
him. The farmer's fon would have 
willingly delivered the note himſelf; 
but, not to loſe tige, which was pre- 
cious, and intending to make amends 
for his fault by a ſpeedyfeturn, he gave 
it to the ſervant, g him to bring 
an anſwer ummediaiely, 

The matter of oy houſe was not a 
little ſurprized at the meſtage and it's 
contents. It was M. D'Eitournesux, 
the gentieman ſportſman, to whom Ma- 
demoiſelle D'Elbicux ſhewn fo 
much regard, to make D Eſtival uneaſy, 
M. D'Eſtourneaux had eo much vamity 
to ponder long on the billet he received; 


beggio 


he flattered himſelf on the occaſion, and 


attributed to his own merit the appoint- 
ment made hirn. Accordingly, he pre- 


ſently returned an aniwer in a very po- 


lite and gra itet al manners promiſing to 
be there at the time, and then expreſs 
how ſcntihie he was of the high favour 
with which the was pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 
him. D'Eſtourneaux was a great reader 


of :omances, and contequently there is 


no room to douht of the energy of his 
and expreſſions. | 
Mademolei. D'Elbieux's meſſenger 
was well pleated with his generoſity. 
Though D'Eftonrncaux was ſordidly co- 
vetous, he thought he mutt do ſome- 
thing extraor rdirar; on ſuch an occaſion, 
and ordere* a haydiome gratification, 
The peaſant made to much haſte back, 
that he reached the caſtie before they 
were gone to bed; which might eafily 
happen, 2 both the counteſs and her 
daugh.t: had reaſons not to be too ear- 
ly, havirg loch an intereſting affair on 
their hands. | 
The counteſs, apprehenſive, and not 
without cauſe, left her daughter ſhould 


fee the farmer s {on firit, had pretend- 


ed to go to bed, but ordered Du Parc, 
the old waiting-woman mentioned be- 
fore, 
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fore, to watch the peaſant's arrival, and 
artfully prevent his being ſeen by her 
daughter. Theſe orders were ſo well 
executed, that, for all Mademoiſelle 
D'Elbieux's diligence, the anſwer was 
carried to the counteſs before ever her 
daughter knew of his return. By the 
vendeyne(s of the billet, the counteſs 
judged D'Eftival (whom ſhe thought the 
aothor) to have a large ſhare of her 


daughter's affections, and that he was 
us deeply in love on his fide, This diſ- 


covery drew a figh from her; ſhe blam- 


ed in her mind D'Eſtival and her daugh- 


ter, regretting very bitterly her kindneſs 
for them, which they repaid with ſo 
much ingratitude, In order to have her 
revenge, and not to be their dupe, ſhe 
dictated a note to the farmer's lon, in 
which D'Eſtival thanked her daughter in 
the molt tender manner for the | ax 
favour ſhe did him, in giving him a pri- 
vate meeting; but repreſented to her, at 
the ſame time, the hazard ſhe run in go- 


ing from home on ſuch an affair: he 


propoſes the park-gate and fountain, as 
ad been mentioned in the fiftitious note 


_ which D'Eſtourneaux had received. The 
change was introduced fo handſomely, 


and ſuch plauſible reatons alledged, that 


Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux could not poſ- 


fbly take it amiſs, | 

It is eaſily perceived, that the coun- 
tels, by this plot, wanted an opportu- 
nity to be near the place of meeting, in 
order to hear what paſſed, without being 
concerned or diſcovered by D Eſtival or 
her daughter: for through her artful 
counterfeiting the billets, the expected 


- D'Efival would come according to his 
miſtrels's appointment; and her daugh- 


ter, informed by the anſwer ſhe recery- 


ed where he would be, of courſe would 
repair thither. The contrivance was 


not amiſs; the countels did not want 
for cunning, as had plainly appeared on 
ſeveral occaſiops. Mademoiſelle D'El- 
bieux at laſt received the anſwer, and 
began to clude her meſſenger for his long 
ſiay; hut he excuſed himlelt by alledg- 


ing, that M. D'Eitival was hunting, 


which obliged him to wait his return, 


Afier reading the billet, ſhe prepared 


for the meeting; but in order to prevent 


any ſuſpicion, if ſhe ſhould be ſeen 


going through the garden, ſhe acquaint- 
ed her maid, whom ſhe could truſt, with 
the deſign; and as ſoon as the farmer's 
ſon was out of the way, they went 
from her apartment, as the time drew 


I I did not come foonet 
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near for meeting her lover. At the place 
appointed, ſhe ſat down on a ſeat of 
green turf near the gate, and coughed 

Y way of ſignal in caſe he ſhould be 
arrived firſt, The countels, who was 
alrcady there behind a large tree, wag 
overjoyed to find ſhe was ſo well placed, 
as to hear every word in the approach. 
ing converſation. Though ſhe was na- 
turally fond of her daughter, yet her 
behaviour and falſe heart had made ſuch 
deep impreſſions, that ſhe determined to 
take ay ample revenge, and puniſh her 


| ſeverely 3 but ſhe was deſirous to detect 


her in the fact, that the equity of her 
proceedings might not be conteſted, 

As toD'Eſtourneaux, whoſe head was 
turned by the billet ſent in Mademoi— 
telle D'Elbieux's name, he came ac- 
cording to the appointment. Any other 
would have uſed all manner of precau- 
tion to prevent being diſcovered; but 
whether through fear, or to give notice 
of his arrival, he hemmed, ſung, and 
entered the park with as much confi- 
dence, as if it had been broad day, or 
there had been no reaſons for privacy, 
This nettled Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, 
and made her imagine, that ſuch beha- 
viour was owing to his contempt of her, 
and was on the point of retiring. Her 


diſdain might perhaps have gone farther; 


but her maid appeaſed her with ſaying 
ſomething that flattered her vanity, as is 
uſual wita ſuch creatures, and ſhe de- 
termined to ſtay; not without a firm 


reſolution to rattle the ſpark, (whom 
ſhe took for D'Ettival) and reproach 
him, as his indiſcretion juſtly delerved, 


Though day-break was at hand, the 


obſcurity of the wood was ſuch, that 
there was no diſcerning any objects 


and had not D Eftourneaux been ſo un- 
thinking as to ſing as he came along, 
it would have been impoſſible to difco- 


veriun, Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux ſtep- 
ped forward to meet him, Really, 
* Sir,” {aid ſhe in a low voice, retiring 


again tv her ſeat, I wonder at you: 
© ſhould I go and never ſee you more, 


© you would be rightly ſerved, '——* How 


© 15 this?” replied D' Eſtourneaux very 


confidenily, * What have I done, my 


charmer, to deſerve this reprtunand ? 
That 
is not the bhulineſs,” replied Mademoi- 
ſelle D'Elbieux, very ſharply ; it is in 


© yain to pretend not to underſtand me 
douptleis you deſign to draw hither 
* the whole family, to be witneſs to 

| 8. «© what 
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what I am going to ſay, or rather that 
you may not be forced to ſtay too long 
with me. I ſuppoſe by your noiſe you 
have a mind to give my mother notice 
of your being here, to enjoy her dear 
company, and be rid of mine; but be 
not deceived, I know how to revenge 
myſelf once for all; and perhaps your 
affairs are not fo far advanced as you 
imagine.“ 

D' Eſtourneaux, who comprehended 
pothing of all this, ſwore he had no de- 
fign to make her uneaſy; that what ſhe 
complained of was a cuſtom he had, 
but far from the deſign ſhe hinted at. 
Can you think. me capable,“ ſaid he, 
© of giving you the leaſt difturbance ? 
And as to your mother, do you ima- 
gine 1 am fo fooliſh as to have any 
regard for her? An old coquette, who 
has no other merit than that of being 
mother to the moft lovely creature in 
the world. If the poor woman, with 
her paint, her patches, and her faded 
charms, aims at any thing more, ſhe 
is miſtaken. Her airs have loſt their 
force; and you muſt banter to pre- 
© tend to imagine any thing elle. But 
«© let us leave this ſubjet, my dear,” 
continued D'Eſtourneaux in a pleaſant 
tone; © time is precious, and it ſhall 
© not be my fault if it is not better em- 
« ployed.) PO | 

D Eſtourneaux's expreſſions made 
Mademoiſclle D'Elbieux laugh, eſpeci- 
ally the ſatirical firckes aimed at her mo- 
ther. Nothing could be more effectual 
towards appealing her reſentment, as it 
was a regale peculiarly adapted to her 
taſte: inſtead of ſilencing him, ſhe gave 
occaſion to repcat them in a ſeverer and 
louder ſtrain. * I am ſurprized,” ſaid 
ſhe, © to hear you expreſs yourſelf thus 
concerning my mother; your ſenti— 
ments and deſigns in her regard being 
© no ſecret to me; nay, of which I have 
© been a witnels!'—* As to that, Ma- 
6 demoiſelle,* ſaid he, raiſing his voice 
ſo as to be heard very diſtinctly, * you 
© mutt certainly jeſt with me; LI a paſ- 
ſion for the counteſs! If you really 
© 1magine I ever had any deſigns on her 
© antiquated carcaſe, you are much de- 
£ ceived. No, Mademoiſelle, be aſſured 
© I never loved her, nor had the leaſt 
* inclination that way. I am in love, 
tit is true, but it is with your charm— 
< ingperſon; for the poſſeſſion of which 
© ] would ſacrifice every thing that is 
© dar to me. For the future, banith—" 
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That will not be ſo eaſily done,” te- 
piied ſhe, interrupting him with a my- 
ſerious air; „you labour in vain, if 
* you endeavour to convince me ot it. 


As to your pretenſions to me, which. 


© you have ſo often urged, and repeat 
now perhaps only to deceive me a ſe- 
cond time, and ſacrifice me anew, 
they will not paſs: I have undeniable 
proofs that you are ſecretly underen- 


a manner, as to make me perfectly 
eaſy. Conſider, Sir,“ continues the 
very heartily, thinking the talked all 


this while to D Eſtival, © whether I ann 


worth your breaking with her wha 
gives me this uneaſineſs, and declar- 
ing to her in expreſs terms, and ta 
which I mutt be a witneſs, that you 
never loved her, and that if you pre- 
tended it, you had good reaſons for 
what you did. This done, I may 
believe your proteſtations; and if you 
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what my heart will plead in your 
behalf.“ If the counteſs was aſto- 
niſhed at her daughter's malice, M. 
D*Eſtourneaux was no le's ſo, at what 
he heard concerning his ſecret engage- 
ments. At firſt, he had imagined this 


appointment was owing to the young 


lady's deſire of ſecreſy, and his per- 
{onal merit. Self-love is always for- 
ward; but ſtill he could never be ſe 
fiupid as to think ſhe could deſign any 
thigg ſolid, bad as his circumſtances 
were, and his conduct fo much ex- 
claimed againſt ever fince his father's 
death, who left him his own maſter too 
ſoon, that he durſt not offer marriage 
to any one for fear of being rejected 
with ſcorn, Having done himſelf jul- 
tice, in thinking be deſerved no better 
than to marry his maid, he apprehended 
that the engagements Maeimo elle 
D'Elbieux mentioned, was that fatal 
piece of ill management, and which 


Was touched upon to uy bis fiacerity z: 


being perſuaded of this, he thought he 
mult act without diſguiſe, * I will not 
deny, Mademoiſelle, ſaid be, that 
I am under enpagements, as you ſay; 
© I own them: but if throwing them 
© afide will convince you how jealous I 
© am of your favour, I promiſe you 
© ſhall never hear of them more.“ 
© We ſhall ſce, replied Mademoilells 
D'Eibieux, * whether you keep vour 
EF waid.'—"To-morrow,'criedD Eftour- 


Beaux, 


gagements; theſe I expect you make 
a ſacrifice of to me, and that in ſuck 


perſiſt in loving me, may liſten to 
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neaux, the buſineſs ſhall he diſpatch- 
© ed,—Agreed,' continued he, ſeizing 
one of her hands, which ſhe drew away; 
« to-morrow I break with her for ever, 


© and am entirely yours, Receive this 


© kiſs as a pledge.'—" Not ſo falt,? 
cried Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux ; „be- 
have as you ought, or I am gone; 
you have learned an ill cuſtom : this 
reminds me of what I diſcovered be- 
tween you and the perſon I ſpoke of; 
ſhe might have her reaſons to allow 
of ſuch freedoms; but I have a thou- 
« ſand to behave otherwiſe, 


a 


a © a 


© Now I think on it,” continued ſhe 


with a malicious ſmile, © own fincerely 
chat terms you are upon with her; 
I fancy things bave been carried far- 
ther than I at firſt imagined, —You 
© heſitate,” continued ſhe z may I not 
be truſted; or do you diſſemble in 
order to impoſe on me a ſecond time? 
Speak! come to a reſolution! I will 
know the truth; or be gone, and ne- 
yer ſee me more! | 
D*'Efourneaux was cruelly perplexed 
at this challenge; he could not rightly 
conceive what Mademoiſelle D'Elbicux 
aimed at: he was perſuaded theſe que- 
ries related to his ſecret engagements; 
but he could not underſtand that ſhe 
had been a witneſs to any of his inter- 
views; this confounded him. All he 
could gather was, that ſhe knew more 
of his private marriage than he was 
aware of; that ſhe was in love with 
him; and that for fear he ſhould con- 
ceal any thing, ſhe pretended to have 
made theſe diſcoveries, With this no- 
tion, he anſwered accordingly, which 
only ſerved to increaſe the perplexity. 
The jeſt of all this was, theſe two 
were at croſs queſtions; D*Eftourneaux 
ſpoke of his wife, Mademoiſelle D'El- 
bieux of her mother; and as for the 
counteſs, ſhe was quite at a loſs; and, 
defirous to underſtand what they talked 
of, drew nearer, and was more atten- 
tive than ever. | | 
«I ſhould think myſelf much obliged,” 


anſwered D*'Eſtourneaux, if you would. 


not inſiſt on my acknowledging a 
weakneſs, of which I am more aſham- 
ed than ever, and which mult be diſ- 
agreeable, without furniſhing any 
thing to divert you.'—* That is no- 
thing.“ cried ſhe, interrupting him 
haſtily: I will know the whole affair; 
© and, unleſs you will diſoblige me, 
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© you muſt not omit the leaſt circum- 
© ſtance, | * 

* Well, then, to ſatisfy you,” replied 
he, © I own we are married.*—* You 
© are married!" cried ſhe, interrupt- 
ing him again, * and dare to make 
* your addreſſes to me! No wonder 
my mother was ſo indulging. You 
© have ſaid enough, Sir! I deſire to 
© know no more; had I imagined as 
* much, I ſhould not have thus expoſed 
* mylelf.—Farewel forever! I wiſh you 
© joy; but let me hear no more of it.” 


Saying theſe words, at which D'Eſtour- 
neaux was thunder-ſtruck, ſhe and her 


maid took to their heels, leaving him 
and the counteſs ſo amazed at this con, 
cluſion, that they retired, without be- 
ing able to comprehend the ſtrange 
things they had heard. Any one, on 
ſuch an occaſion, would have been 
equally perplexed, | 

It was very odd, in this puzzling in- 


terview, that nobody ſuſpected the ſource 


of theſe diverting miſtakes, The coun- 
teſs returned with a firm belief that it 


was D'Eſtival who came thither; D'E!. 


tourneaux went away fully perſuaded 
that the meeting was deſigned for him ; 
and Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux retired t& 


her apartment, well ſatisfied that hc: 


mother was married to D'Eſtival, an 
herſelf impoſed on by his addreſſes. A 
this was owing to the darkneſs of th 
night: the found of the voice, whic 
might have been of ſervice, was of n. 
uſe, becauſe the maid inſiſted on the 
ſpeaking very low. All together, as or. 
may imagine, produced very divertin: 
conſequences. | | 

We ihall give the remainder of tl. 
affair by and by, not to be wanting 1. 
order, Dinner, which my aunt ſerved 


up, interrupted my father in this part. 
What regards myſelf, is too urgent to 


give place to what belongs to others. 

It was with ſome difficulty I prevail- 
ed with my parents to fit down. I longed 
prodigiouſly to mention mylelf, with- 
out raiſing any ſuſpicion how much I 
was concerned; my aunt gave me an 
opportunity, by aſking them, when ſhe 


ſet on the deſſert, whether they had heard 


from me. Alas, no, fiſter!* replied 
my mother, with an air of trouble at 
ſuch a queſtion; * I heard, indeed, that 


* the was for ſome time in a convent. 
not far from us, by one who was then 


* a pęnſioner there, but now lives about 
| © a league 
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e a league from our. village; but ſhe 
added, that when Mademoiſelle D'El[- 
© bieux came thither, my daughter diſ- 
c appeared; and that is the laſt account 
© T had of her.“ Perceiving the diſ- 
courſe was like to reſt there, I revived 
it, by aſking how it was poſſible their 
daughter ſhould omit acquainting them 
where ſhe was. In all appearance,“ 
continued I, © ſhe was uſed unkindly 
© by you, or elſe ſhe would have be- 
© haved otherwiſe, '—". Far from it, 
Madam, replied my father; © ſhe was 
« ſpoiled with too much fondneſs, and 
© would always have her own way: 
© to this it is we owe all the vexations 
© ſhe has brought upon us. Where ſhe 
© 1s, or how ſhe employs herſelf, I 
© know not; but ſhe mult one day an- 
© ſwer to God for all the tears her ob- 
« ftinacy has drawn from her mother's 
© eyes. For my part, I am come to a 
c reſolution, and avandon her to her un- 
happy fate. 

Good God, John!' replied my mo- 
ther, wiping away the tears, which ſhe 
could not hide, we muſt hope that 
Heaven will open her eyes: you ought 
© not thus to throw the helve after the 
© hatchet. How do we know, after all, 
© but ſhe may not be ſo much to blame 
« as they pretend? Your ſon-in-law 
© has too much credit with you.“ — 
Aye, that is juſt like. you!* replied 
my father ſomething peeviſhly; * you are 
* always throwing Colin andyourdaugh- 
ter in my teeth: it is not they that 
occaſion theſe ſtories of her, but her 
own bad conduct and ill-humours. 
Has ſhe ever ſent us any tidings ſince 
ſhe went away? Go, you are a fool- 
iſh woman to lament her thus every 
day; it is more than ſhe deſerves: if 
you would be ruled by me, never 
mention her name,'—* Look ye, huſ- 
band,” replied my mother, * nobody 
ſhould be condemned unheard ; for 
all you can ſay, my daughter ever had 
an honelt heart, and inclined to vir- 
tue: I would lay any wager, were 
ſhe her own miſtreſs, ſhe would give 
us evident proofs of it; but, as they 
ſay, the abſent are always to blame, 
and when people are down, down with 
' them.'— True enough,” replied my 
«ant, very piteouſly; * witnels John 
: | Belanger, our ringer; the great bell 
_ © no- ſooner broke, but in ringing the 

* other the ſteeple fell upon him.“ 


+ Shs e with which this filly 
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compariſon was uttered, made me laugh 
very heartily; Barbara, as well as my 
father and mother, appeared ſo con- 
founded, that I was obliged to make an 
apology for my mirth. "People i in low 
life, when before thoſe they think are 
much their betters, always fancy them- 
ſelves the ſubject of ridicule; a great 
deal of caution mult be uſed to prevent 
their being affronted. I made amends, 
by an obliging behaviour, for my in- 
diſcretion, which was ſoon forgot. In 


order to make myſelf again the ſubject 


of their converſation, ©] like,“ ſaid I 
to my aunt, © your taking your niece's 
© part; for by the character her mother 


has given of her, I am intereſted in 


© her behalf, and am perſuaded ſhe 
would, without very good reafons for 
the contrary, have given before now 
convincing proots of her affection 
and duty: appearances are not, always 
to be relied on, as they are often de- 
ceitful.— You are very good, Ma- 
dam, ' replied my mother, looking 
ſtedfaſtly on me, which ſhe had not ven- 
tured to do before, © to take my poor 

Jenny's part. If I had been believed, 
6 people would have had the ſame opi- 
© nion of her, and ſuſpended their cen- 
* ſures; but every one has not your 
good ſenſe,” Saying this, my good- 
natured dear mother could not avoid 
melting into tears: Nature exerted her- 
ſelf, and the meeting of our eyes doubt - 
leſs ſtirred the ſympathy of our hearts; 
we both cried, By pretending buſineſs 
in my cloſet, I prevented any diſcovery 
on my fide, and ſtaid there till I had 
recovered myſelf, I could hear my fa- 
ther blame her tenderneſs and tears. 
She excuſed herſelf by alledging the 
great reſemblance between her daughter 
and me, which made ſuch an impreſ- 
ſion, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe could not refrain 
from crying. My father owned he was 

of the lame opinion; and, if he had durſt, 
would have mentioned it. After this, 
their diſcourſe ran upon who I was, 
and my way of life, My aunt extolied 

me to the ſkies, and ſaid, that at court, 
where ſhe had been oh me, none but 
perſons of q ality viſited me, moſt of 
them my near relations; and as to my, 
conduct, no nun ever lived more regu- 
lar. Then ſhe deſcanted on my good- 
nature and generoſity: ſne told them T 
permitted her to fit down to table with 
me, and was f9 ſweets tempered, that 
whenever ſhe did any thing about me, 
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I always thanked her. My father and 
mother congratulated with her on her 

ood fortune, adviſing her to cultivate 
It; that as for their parts, they were far 
from being ſo happy, being hardly able 
to ſubſiſt, eſpecially after being robbed 


of two good cows, which was their main 


ſupport. This went to my heart; and 


I reſolved to relieve my dear parents in 
their neceſſities, but ſo as not to diſcover 


myſelf, or give them the leaſt ſuſpicion. 
In order to this, when I returned to 
them, I mentioned the reliſh J had for 
the country, and an inclination to ſpend 
ſome months there, I had no ſooner 
ſtarted this ſubject, but poor Barbara, 
who doated on her village, ſaid, that if 
I continued in ſo good a reſolution, 
their village muſt be the place; that it 
was the beſt air and fineſt proſpect in 
all the country, Very likely I may 
* oo there,” ſaid J, being ordered to 
£ drink milk for ſome months; and if 
© your brother and filter will be ſo good 
bas to comply with what I ſhall deſire, 
© I ſhall not defer the journey much 
© Jonger.*—* Be ſo good!” cried Barba- 


ra, in a tranſpart: go, go; I'll an- 
© ſwer for them; you need only ſpeak 


© your mind.“ My father and mother 


allured me they were ready to ferve me, 


and thought themſelves happy to have it 
in their power. I am much beholden 
© to you,” ſaid I, for your good will, 
© and take you at your word; but I 
E muſt deſire you to buy me two young 
* cows, that the milk may be the bet- 
© ter, I ſhall alſo give you money to 
« furniſh a chamber; and, as I am fond 
© of country amuſements, you muſt lay 
© out a ſum of money, which I deſign 
4 for purchaſing a little flock of ſheep.” 


My father, mother, and Barbara, ſtared, 


and liftened with all their ears; but 
without giving them time to reply, I 
pulled out my purſe, and counted down 
fifty piſtoles, with which I had furniſhed 
myſelf, beſides a rouleau of five and 
twenty louis-d'ors. * There,” ſaid I to 
my mother, giving her the money, "that 
© 1s for the cows and their proviſion ; 


< and what is in that paper is for fur- 
© niſhing your room, which will ſerve 


me when I come, and in my abſence 
E you may uſe it yourſelves,” My fa- 
ther and mother were ſo ſurprized, that 
their acknowledgments betrayed their 
confuſion, To end them, I 1oie, fay- 
ing I had letters to write, and retired 
to my cloſet, with a ſatisfaction that 
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convinced me there cannot be a greater 
pleaſure than to confer a benefit, and 
acquit ourſelves worthily of our duty, 
When my father and mother were 
gone, and I had recovered from the 
emotion their preſence occaſioned, [ 
wrote to Saint Fal; I thought proper 
to acquaint him with his uncle's vil, 
and the converſation which had paſſed, 
I aſked his advice on that ſubje& ; and, 
in order to have an opportunity of ac. 
quainting him with the ſituation of my 
mind, I praiſed his honourable and dif. 
intereſted behaviour, which I knew { 
well, that I would not diſſemble my 
uneaſineſs in regard of his couſin, which 


1 told him was not to be expreſſed, I 


begged, on that account, to hear from 
him very ſpeedily, and that he would 
hide nothing from me. 

After writing a long letter, and ſend. 
ing it to the poſt, I took up a bcok to 
amuſe my melancholy, I had com- 


- menced philoſopher, and advanced daily 


in the knowledge of myſelf; I found, 
by experience, that to conquer one's. 


ſelf, recourſe muſt be had to amuſe- 


ment. At firſt every thing that thwarts 
our inclinations is irkſome; but thy 
mind accuſtoms itſelf to ſubjection: 
where courage is not wanting, reaſon, 
and a ſmall ſhare of reſolution, will 
carry the point. EN 

I' ſaid, I had ſent to the poſt, and 
conſequently was left alone; in the mean 
time ſomebody came to the door : night 
was coming on, and I did not think 
proper to anſwer, much lels to open the 
door, Nevertheleſs, I was very defirou 
to know who it could be. When ou 
lives in continual ex pectation, and un- 
der any uneaſineſs, every thing raiſes 
the ſpirits. If this ſhould be, faid | 
to myſelf, a letter from Saint Fal, a 
an expreſs with urgent buſineſs, | 
would grieve me exceedingly to be thi 
occaſion of his going away again, Pre 
poſſeſſed with this fooliſh notion, 
could not refrain ſatisfying my cur 
ofity, When they knocked a ſecon 
time, I drew near the door, and aſke! 
their buſineſs. * To ſpeak a word will 
© your miſtreſs,” they anſwered. * Wha 
© would you have with her?“ continued 
I. * Lord, open the door!? they repl! 
ed; his grace is coming up. I thought 
proper to be ſilent upon this: a greil 
light ſhewed me, through the key- bol 
a» nobleman, whom I knew to be th: 
Duke of ——, 1 concluded the vili 
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was deſigned to me, and trembled for 


fear: but hearing him ſay, * You miſ- 
© take the door, that is not Junia's 


apartment, I began to recover, and 


returned, thanking Heaven that I had 
been ſo cautious, Upon this account, 
as ſoon as Barbara returned, I reite- 
rated my commands not to open the 
door without acquainting me; I began 
to dread the effects of chance, and re- 
ſolved to be ſo much upon my guard, 


as to have no occaſion to repent my 


want of foreſight. | . 

I know not whether I had a ſurmiſe 
of what was to befal me; but, inſtead 
of any apprehenſion of ſeeing the old 


marquis, I remember, the day he pro- 


miſed to come, I waited for him with 
great impatience; the great deſigns he 
ſaid he had in my behalf, ſoothed, even 
againſt my inclination, a certain eleva- 
tion of mind, which raiſed my hopes far 


above what I had reaſon to expect; and 


when I had wearied myſelf with vexa- 
tion, my relief was to feed on theſe 
pleaſing dreams- Who would have 
imagined they could ever have been fo 
fully accompliſhed! _ . 
It was near fix in the evening; I 
began to think the marquis would not 
keep his promiſe, when he appeared. 
He enquired in the politeſt manner after 
my health; and when J had ſatisfied 
him, he aſked if I was not tired with 
that lonely kind of life, which he judg- 
ed muſt ſometimes prove in{upportable, 
I aſſured him, I was never happier than 
when alone, and that in working and 
eading I deteated the moſt unealy 
ours. * You are very happy,” replied 
de marquis, © to be thus ſufficient to 
* yourſelf : at your age one ſeldom finds 
* fo large a ſhare of reaſon and con- 


' tempt of the world; but fince it is ſo, 


* no wonder you inſpire ſuch ardent 
* paſſions, Now we are upon this 
ſubject, continued he, without giving 
me time to reply, * you little think 


how great a luſtre you have added to 


your charms and conduct. A. per- 
© lon turned of threeſco:te, and of qua- 
* lity too, has in his breaſt a great de- 
* fire of making your fortune; he has 
© intrulted me with the ſecret of his 
© paſſion ; notwithſtanding his age, his 
© complaiſance and tenderneſs, which 
© I can anſwer for, will make him ac- 
* ceptable, I endeavoured to perſuade 


him, that conſidering your good ſenſe, 


he could run no hazard in addrefſing 
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himſelf immediately ta you; but he 
has no mind to diſcover himſelf, till 
he has ſome hopes of not being re- 
jected.* Whilſt the marquis uttered 


a a a 


this, his eyes were fixed upon me. I 


looked down, and in the uncertainty of 
what to anſwer, or what was meant by 
all this, I thought the beſt way would 
be to turn it to ridicule. * You have 
© a great deal of wit,* continued the 


marquis, diſcovering my evaſion, * and 


it is no eaſy matter to impoſe upon 
you. Nevertheleſs, I folemnly ſwear 
I am in earneſt ; you pretend to think 
me in jeſt, but what I have told you 
is matter of fact. We will ſay no 
more of it, ſince you do not as yet 
think it worth your notice. Perhaps 
hereafter a properer time may offer 
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patience,” | | 
Saying this, the old marquis looked 
at me with an air of trouble and con- 
fuſion. I was at a lots what to think, 
or how to behave; the lover he ſpoke 
of reſembled himſelf ſo well, that I 
was ſatisfied my conjectures were not 


wrong, eſpecially on calling to mind 
what his ſon had often told me concern- 


ing his amorous diſpoſition; this thought 


made me grave in my turn, and I re- 


ſolved not to underſtand him, to prevent 


the riddle being explained, by giving 
him artfully to underſtand, that I was 


averſe to all ſuch propoſals, This ſuc- 
ceeded : the marquis, with all his cun- 


ning, ſeemed to be outwitted: but this 


is not the place to unavel the affair. 
To return. 


The converſation ran upon a different 


ſubject. The old marquis told me, he 
was labouring in my behalf at court; 
that he had reminded the king of what 
he had done for me heretofore ; that 


this had given him an opportunity of 


mentioning my merit, and grateful re- 
membrance of the gratification with 
which I had been honoured ; that the 


monarch, hearing the marquis was my 


godfather, and that he eſpouſed my in- 
tereſt, did not ſeem very averſe to al- 
lowing me a penſion; that he was in 
hopes it would be ſuch.as would main- 


tain me, independently of foreign ſuc- 
* 


cours. 

I muſt own I was much pleaſed with 
this piece of ſervice ; my vanity found 
it's account in it. One of my greateſt 
vexations was the neceſſity I was under 
of being beholden to others, and with- 
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out examining whether this was not a 
generous artifice (as it was likely e- 
nough) for aſſiſting me, I thanked him 
very ſincerely for the good news. The 
© thing is not yet done, cried the mar- 
quis, charmed at the ſucceſs of his pro- 
je, but I do not doubt at my return 
* to wiſh you joy of it: I ſhall be ex- 
© tremely pleaſed,” continued he; for 


© I vow I have nothing more at heart 


than your interelt,” 
I anſwered in a proper manner to this 


compliment. It grew late, and Bar- 
bara came a ſecond time to know if I 


would go to ſupper. The old marquis 


drew near with a reſpectful air, which 


mga me, and aſked very complaiſant- 
y my leave to ſtay whilſt J ſupped. 
Alas, my lord!“ aniwered I, ſome- 
thing perplexed at his requeſt, know- 
* ing me ſo well as you do, is it poſſi- 
© ble to refuſe you ?—* Certainly,” re- 
plied the marquis; * I conſider you in 
a light ſo different from what you 
imagine, that the leaſt hint from you 
to me is an order not to be diſputed ; 
as a proof of it, I am ready to leave 
you if you are ſo unjuſt as to think 
me capable of aſſuming a right to the 
leait complaiſance on your fide; a 
6 {ingle word will convince you, Is my 
© company unſeaſonable ?*—* No, my 
© lord,” replied I, obliging him to fit 


down again, and charmed with his po- 
Titeneſs; your behaviour deſerves even 


a greater regard than your quality, 
and encourages me ſo far, that I al- 
© moſt dare preſume to offer my ſupper, 
« ſuch as it is. Ah! you oblige me 


© infinitely,* replied the marquis, en- 


deavouring to kiſs my hand, which I 
drew from him; * this ſhews how 
charming a creature you are.“ The 


marquis ſaid a thouſand fine things be- 


ſides on this ſubject. Supper, which 


was brought in, afforded a ſuſpenſion 
of compliments: I did the honours of 
my table pretty well, and may venture 


to affirm, the nobleman 1mbibed more 
love than wine, though that was not 
ſpared, he ſeeming to reliſh it. | 

If any preciſe woman thould blame 
my complaiſance in admitting the mar— 
quis's private vißts, I hope ſhe will con- 
deſcend to infuum me how I ought to 
have behaved. Had ſhe been in my 


place, perhaps ſne would not have come 
off ſo well. Why ſhould Ii Gaiter the 


marquis for his probity? To pique him 
upon the point of honour, to prevent 
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his taking undue liberties, fuch an ad- 
dreſs is excuſable, and a woman is at. 
lowed to have recourſe to the like arti. 
fices, when their ſole aim 1s to make 


their innocence or virtue revered. 


I had no reaſon to repent of my con. 
duct; the old marquis was very gay, 
and made love, but with the fame re- 
ſpe& as if I had been a woman of the 
firſt quality. He deſired a ſong; I com. 
plied: he made me a thouſand compli. 
ments on the ſubject. When the clock 
ſtruck eleven, of his own accord he. 
ſaid he would not make me regret my 
condeſcenſion, and that it was time for 
him to retire. I received this laſt proof 
of his deference as I ought; and indeed 
it was fo acceptable, that I declared my 
ſatisfaction. After this he took leave, 
aſſuring me I ſhould never have tne 
leaſt reaſon to complain of his paſſion, 
much leſs of his behaviour. 

During eight days that he conſtantly 
viſited, I had no grounds for the leaſt 
ſuſpicion: ſometimes we played at tick- 
tack, which he taught me; at other 
times he gave me an account of what 
paſſed at court. This was an inex- 
bauſtible ſubjet. I muſt own this no. 
bleman's converlation was ſo interelt. 
ing, and amuſed me ſo very much, that 
1 was never tired with it. At fuſt J. 
was upon the reſerve, apprehending 
his obliging me to explain myſelf with 
reſpect to his fon, which would have 
made me very uneaſy ; but when I wes 
freed from this care by his diſcretion, [ 
ſoon behaved with my uſual chearful- 


neſs. It was not diſagreeable; my 


temper is phable, and eaſily accommo- 
dates itſelf to my company: I have 
often experienced this, and reflect will 
ſome pleaſure, that it has generally been 
reliſhed. Pride interferes a little here; 
I aſk pardon: but if it is becoming tc 
acknowledge our faults, is it not ſome 
times allowable to mention our go 
qualities? In my opinion it ſhould b. 
ſo, there being a kind of equity in ſuc 
a behavicur, | 5 

On the eighth day the marquis 
formed me he was obliged to return ' 
court, and thai he ſhould not fee me 
a fortnight, * I ſwear,” ſaid he, 
journey of a long time has given 
ſo much uncafneis. J am ſo uk: 
the pleaſure of your company, th. 
ſuffer cruelly in tearing myſelf fr” 
;: never before -couid I be (aid 
know what dependence is, and - 
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think me ſincere, you will contribute 
© to make it ſupportable; there may be 
a method thought of to render it ſo.” 
The old marquis, for the little time he 
had viſited, had ſo much accuſtomed 
me to this ſort of diſcourſe, that I gave 
little regard to it. . 

The day following, this farewel made 
me ſuffer in my turn. The marquis, 
old as he was, had the talent of divert- 
ing me. When the hour came at which he 
uſed to viſit, I was alone, and gave my- 
_ ſelf up to melancholy and vexation: time 
hung very heavy on my hands; no news 
from Saint Fal, and conſequently none 
of my lover. He was no longer guilty 
from the time I knew his life expoſed, 
and every moment I wearied Heaven 
with my prayers for his ſafety. | 

One morning, when trouble had 
waked me ſooner than ordinary, I heard 
the relation of ſomething that had paſſed 
in the army, with a liſt of the ſlain and 
wounded, cried about the ſtreets, This 
ſtruck a terror into me, for fear of find- 
ing the real cauſe of my not hearing 
from thoſe in whoſe behalf J intereſted 
myſelf, However, I deſired my aunt 
to buy it, and received it with an aching 
heart. Barbara brought the hawker up 
with her, I aſked him whether the ac- 
count related any thing that had lately 
paſſed, and might be depended upon. 
Without doubt, anſwered the hawker, 
© It is not above a month ſince it hap- 
pened; we had the relation but yeſter- 
day.“ I gueſſed by his anſwer the pa- 
per he bragged of was not much to be 
credited; and told him, that if he had 
no freſher account, it did not ſuit my 
purpoſe. The hawker, to retrieve his 
indiſcretion, iaid, if 1 was curious to 
know what paſſed in Germany, he 
would bring me the Gazette twice a 
week, atluring. me, that every thing 


which paſſed in the army was to be 


found there. I tcok him at his word, 
and promiſed to ſatisfy him fo well for 
it, that he aſſured me he would bring 


the Gazette, which was every moment. 


expected, that very day, I was highly 
pleaſed to think I had found out an ex- 
bedient to know what paſſed, As it was 
holiday, and I deiigned to go early to 
nals, to avoid meeting any one, I lat 
down to my toilette, where I was not a 
little ſurprized at what happened, 
Looking for ſomething in one of the 
boxes, I tound a packet that I did not 


: «\ 
know, and which Lexamined, It proy- 
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ed to be a purſe, ſuch as counters are 
put into, very well ſecured, which, b 

it's weight, I judged to be full of gold, 
I was not miſtaken ; it contained two 


hundred piſtoles, and the followiog 


billet. 
c you have here two thouſand 


livres, a gratuity the king 
grants you by my hands: he has ap- 
pointed you, beſides, one thouſand 
yearly, For ſo good an œconomiſt as 
I know you to be, this little revenue, 
I am perſuaded, will ſuffice. I would 
not deliver the money myſelf, appre- 
hending your acknowledgments; you 
owe none to me: as to your friend- 


pretenſions. 


© THE Marquis L. V. 


This piece of generoſity, and the 
manner of doing it, ſurprized me very 
much. It came very ſeaſonably, my 
ready money being almoſt exhauſted ty 
the aſſiſtance I had given my parents, 
and conſequently I muſt have wanted 
veiy ſhortly, I admired the Diving 
Providence, and from my heart ac- 
knowledged it's bounties. My fecveu- 
cy in.the church ſurpaſſed what I had 
ever felt before. The poor were amply 
remembered; and before I left the ſanc- 
tuary, I gave money to the ſacriſtan, to 
have maſles offered up for the marquis's 
and the count's preſervation from the 
dangers to which they were expoſed, 
I ajways had a confidence in ſuch acts 
of piety, and have frequently experi- 


enced that they are never thrown away; 


the firlt effect I received from their ef- 
ficacy, was reſignation and peace of 
mind, and this certainly was no ſmall 
advantage. | 


The hawker, who had promiſed me 


the Gazette, brought it after dinner. I 
looked earneſtly for the article which 
might give me ſome account of the per- 
ſons for whom I was concerned, Alas! 
what became of me, when I found a 
paſlage which too plainly confirmed 


what Saint Fal had wrote concerning 


the marquis! The paper gave an *ac- 
count, tnat a detachment, commanded 
by a man of quality, had been cut off, 
and the commander left for dead on the 
place. Ah, Heavens l' cried I, bathed 
in tears, the marquis is no more! No 

5 wonder 


ſnip, that is another affair, and to 
which I ſhall not fo eaſily give up my 
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© wonder I did not hear from his kinſ- 
man! Overwhelmed as I was, I faint- 
ed away. 

Two hours paſſed before I came to 
myſelf, I found my bed ſurrounded 
with ſtrange faces, and Barbara on her 
knees crying bitterly, having given me 
over for dead. A prieſt, whom ſhe had 
ſent for in her fright, aſked how I did. 
Alas! cried I very piteovſly, more 
© fick in mind than body. Courage, 
Madam, ' replied he; Heaven will 
6 relieve you. In the mean time, reſign 
_ © yourſelf imo the hands of Providence.” 
At this the company withdrew, and left 
me alone with the clergyman, whom I 
have mentioned on another occaſion, 
(the perſon I ſent for on account of the 
packet thrown from Junia's window.) 
J looked upon him as one ſent from 
Heaven at this terrible conjunèture. I 
acquainted him how much I was af- 


flicted, letting him know in general, that 


my fainting was occaſioned by hearing 
of the death of a perſon who was dear to 
me, and whom I looked upon as a man 
that was to have been one day my huſ- 
| band, | | 

The diſcreet eceleſiaſtick accommo- 
dated himſelf to my weakneſs; comfort- 
ed me with very moving expreſhons, 
and warded off the deſpair which was 


ready to ſeize me, by making me ſenſi- 


ble of the little credit I ought to give to 
the publick papers, which he ſaid were 
very uncertain. He exhorted me to have 
recourſe to God, and be aſſured of an 
open refuge: in a word, he handled the 
ſubje& with ſo much addreſs, that he 
prevailed on me to promiſe not to in- 
dulge my grief at the expence of my 
health; that it was a heinous offence 
againſt God; and that an attachment to 
creatures, which drew on one's own de- 
ſtruction, was a crime for which J muſt 
one day be reſponſible. He concluded 
with promiſing to viſit me from time to 


time, and to be mindful of me in his 


prayers, | 

Immediately after he was gone, a tall 
thin man, whoſe monſtrous black wig 
ſtruck a terror into me, advanced, with- 
out ſpeaking a word, to take me by the 
hand, My head was ſtill in ſuch con- 
fuſion, that not perceiving him to be a 
phyſician, I cried out for beip. * Theſe 
« ſymptoms,” ſ.14d he, ſeizing my arm, 
and feeling my pulſe in ſpite of nfy re- 
ſiſtance, and addreſſing himſelf to an el- 
derly lady who came with him, * indi» 
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© cate a manifeſt delirium; and what 
© paſſed juſt now was a fit of it. The 
© lady muſt be bled immediately, whilſt 
© this interval }aſts,' > What with weak. 
neſs and ſurprize, I was unable to in- 
terrupt this expeditious gentleman. The 
lady, who had an entire confidence in 
him, ſaid, way of exclamation, 
© Gcod God! how favourable is Pro- 
* vidence! If Doctor Purple had not been 
* at home, what might not have hape 
«© pened!' During the lady's ſoliloquy, 
the phyſician, with an air as if he would 
be obeyed, ordered my aunt to fetch 
Mr, Lancelet the ſurgeon tolet me blood 
in the foot. This terrible order reco- 
vered my voice; I told Dr. Purple I 


was obliged to him for his care, but that, 


God be thanked ! there was no occahon 
for the ſurgeon. * You will ſee,” ſatd 
he, without giving me any anſwer, 
Mr. Lancelet will come too late; an- 
other fit is coming on.'—* Hey- day!“ 
cried I, interrupting him very haſtily; 
« what is the meaning of all this? Ho 
* you imagine I am mad ?'—* God for- 
© bid, Madam!” replied the phyſician, 
looking very myſteriouſly on the ſtrange 
lady, who ſeemed to pity me; we are 
far from any ſuch thoughts, Have a 
© good heart, Madam, continued he, 
holding a candle to mysface; we will 
© ſet you up again, pleaſe God. Do 
© you ſee,” ſaid he, in a low voice, to the 
Jady at my bed's head, * that ſparkling 
in the eyes and ſtaring look? infallible 
proofs of outrageous madneſs. An 
empirick, as I am, is never deceived 
by the eye; though the whole faculty 
were preſent, I would not bate them 
an inch, Really the ignorance of our 
phyſicians is prodigious z a convincing. 
proof of which is, the envy they bear 
men of ſkill like me. Patience! they 
talk of making Paris too hot for me: 
may be ſo; but woe betide them. I 
have a whole volume ready, which I 


will print in Holland, that ſhall make 


them repent their proceedings.“ 
The Jady approved with a nod what 
hs ſaid, and aſked him what remedies 
he thought of employing to cure my 
madneſs, Very imple ones, replied 
the empirick, who was certainly the 
maddeſt of the two: the gentlemen of 
6 the faculty will hold a patient in hand 
© thrce years with their lenitives and 
* regimen z whereas my remedies have 
© their. effect in nine days. You ſhal! 
s ſee the experiment, I will have = 

© hl 
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© bled three days; conſequently twice 
© a day: I will emaciate her three days 
© more with bread and water; the laſt 
© three days ſhe ſhall be ſet up to the 
c neck in a cold bath for fix hours each 
« day; and if on the tenth ſhe be not 
© cured, and as much in her ſenſes as I 
c am, I will forfeit the name I have ac- 
« quired, and am willing to be thought 
c 


as ignorant as an —_— ap- 
18 


prentice of three months ſtanding.” 


I was fo mortified at the murderous _ 
deſigns this empirick was projecting a- 
gainſt me, that 1 cried out bitterly. 


Barbara, who was now returned, ran 
to me all in tears, and enquired 1n the 
tendereſt manner what was the matter. 
Alas, my dear friend!“ ſaid I, point- 
ing to the terrible Doctor Purple, ſend 
£ that man away; the very ſight of him 

makes me tremble.— Is Mr. Lan- 
© celet coming?” cried the empirick, 
without regarding what I ſaid. * Oh, 
c here he is !* continued he, ſeeing him 
enter the room.,—"" Come, Sir, to the 
© operation, Bnt firſt of all, added he, 
pulling out a paper, take notice of 
* this permiſſion which has been grant- 

ed me for viſiting of patients during 
one month; it is proper to do things 

in order ; that you *may go to work 

with the greatelt confidence.“ The 
ſurgeon, without making any reply, 
produced a fillet, his lancets, and called 
for warm water, Whillt this conſpira- 
cy and the preparations were carrying 
on, I made a fign for Barbara to come 
to me; then making her draw the cur- 
| tains about me, caiched up a gown, and 
eſcaped out at the bed's feet into another 
room, ſecuring the door, with a frm re- 


a „„ „ 


ſolution not to open it till Doctor Pur- 


ple and his colleague were gone. 
I could hear from thence the uproar 
my elcape, when perceived, occaſioned. 
dee! cried the empirick, * can there 
be a more convincing proof of mad- 
© nels, than flying from remedies that 
© are neceſſary ?—You, Madam, that 
© brought me hither,* continued he, 
ſpeaking to the lady in the chamber, 
* are a witneſs of the little ceremony 
< with which I am uſed. Are you not 
« of my opinion ?* ſaid he, drawing near 
the door; would it not be a charity, a 
4 meritorious action, to break it open 
and bind the patient?“ At this, under 
an apprehenſion of theirforcing the door, 
I cried out aloud, and threatened to 
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complain at the windows of the out- 
rage. | | 

The ſurgeon, who was ſomething 
reaſonable, begged of me to moderate 
myſelf, and atlured me he was a man 


of too much honour, and too much my 


humble ſervant, to blee] me without 
my conſent, * Sir, I believe you, ' an- 
ſwered I in tears; © but Doctor Purple 
is ſo bent on my deſtruction, that he 
© will oblige you to do it. No, Ma- 


© dam, you need not fear it!” replied 
Lancelet; I give you my word I will 


© be the firlt to oppoſe it. Open the 
© door, that I may have the ſatisfaRion 
© ot diſcourſing with you, and you will 
find I have a greater regard for your 


commands than thoſe of any other 
perlon.“ . SD 


Tue lady whom I mentioned, and 
who was realiy good natured, and 
doubtleſs moved at my tears, made the 


_ ſame proteſtations, and promiſed me 


that I ſhould not be moleſted. Encou- 
raged with this, I ventured to open the 
door. The ſurgeon and the lady cate 


in, ſhutting the door againſt Purple, 


who was for forcing his way, and made 
me cry out for fear a-ſecond time. © Re- 
cover yourlelf, Madam,“ faid the tur- 
geon, and do me the honour to inform 
© me, what has occaſioned the trouble 
© I fre you in.“ His polite behaviour 
gave me new lif-; I elated to him all 
that had paſſed, and this with fo much 
calmneſs, that he ſhrugged up his ſhoul« 
ders, ſaying it was not the firſt piece 
of folly the man had committed; that 
it was furprizing he ſhould have leave to 
practiſe. He added, that he did not 
want {kill, but that his methods were 
ſo expeditious, that none but thoſe whoſe 
caſes were deſperate would venture to 
be under his hands. 


This extravagant adventure conelud- 


ed with my gratifying very handſomely 
the empirick and ſurgeon, who went 
away well ſatisfied, but created ſuch a 


diſtaſte in me to preſcriptions and phy- 
ſicians, that I could never be prevailed 


upon ſince, even on the molt urgent oc- 
cafions, to make any uſe of them. It 
is true, I have often been made ſenſible 
that this is prejudice, but it is what I 
cannot conquer, and probably may car- 
ry to my greve. | | 

The lady, who was ſo good as fe 


come to my affiftance when Barbara 


found me fainting away, had an apart- 
ment 
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ment in the ſame houſe with me: a great 


devotee, and one who had taken a lik- 
Ing to me, from ſeeing me, ſhe ſaid, pray 


at church, where ſhe continually was, 


with great fervency. As ſoon as ſhe 
diſcovered, ' by Barbara's outcries, that 
IT was in danger, as my good aunt 
4magined, ſhe reſolved to aſſiſt both 
body and ſoul; and it was owing to her 
charity that I was viſited by the clergy- 
man and Doctor Purple; in both of 
whom ſhe had an entire confidence, 
though very differently grounded; the 
one being a man of ſenſe and well qua- 
liked for his office, the other little better 
than ſtark mad, as the reader may judge 
from what has been ſaid, 

As ſoon as I was freed from the at- 
tack I had undergone, and Barbara had 


acquainted me with the readineſs the 


devout lady had ſhewn in aſſiſting me, 


I returned her thanks in the politeſt 


manner I was miſtreſs of, She made 


mie, on her ſide, great proteſtations of 


ſerving me, and retired, after aſſuring 
me of her earneſt deſire of being better 
acquainted, o which I anſwered with a 
low curtſey, I had ſuffered too much 
by my firſt acquaintance to hazard a 


ſecond. Nothing could prevail on me 


to change my conduct. Es 
When I was leſt at liberty, I took 


a review of what had occaſioned the 


trouble I had ſuffered. In looking over 
the fatal Gazette which had bereaved me 
of my ſenſes, whether the clergyman's 


diſcourle prevailed, or that I found the 


article not ſo very poſitive as I had ima- 
gined, I thought there was ſome room 


to doubt, and from thence entertained a- 


faint glimpſe of hope. The marquis's 
name was not inſerted; there might 
very well bave been ſeveral detach- 
ments, commanded too by people of 
quality, and poſſibly it might not be the 
perſon for whom I was fo nearly con- 
ceined, Iwent to ſleep with this ſooth- 
ing reflection. | L 


Barbara, whom I would fain have 


ſent to bed, but was obſtinately bent on 
watching by me, fell aſleep; my conſi- 
deration for her prevented me fiom wak- 


ing her. Happy for me that Providence 
ordered it thus; for had I been left alone 


in the incident I am going to relate, I 


muſt have died away through fear; the 


event will ſhew it. > ha 
The trouble in which I had ſpent 
that day, doubtleſs was the cauſe of a 


frightful dream with which I was di- 
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Aurhed, 1 thought a ghoſt loaded with 
chains appeared, looking mournfully 
upon me: I ſhut my eyes at his hor- 
rible aſpet; but, compelling me to 
open them, I ſaw in his arms a bleed« 
ing corpſe, all covered with wounds, 
which I knew to be my lover, Ithought 
this ſpectacle made ſo deep an impreſſion 
on my terrified ſenſes, that I remained 
quite ſtupified; and my heart was fo 
oppreſſed, that, ſuddenly penſive, I be. 
held ſeveral diſmal objects without ſhed. 
ding a tear. My lover's father led a 
woman, who ſeemed to have my air 
and features: melancholy appeared in 


the countenance of this other ſelf, and 


what ſhe did ſeemed done hy compul- 
ſion. The old marquis kneeled down 
with her at the feet of the phantom: 
the corpſe he carried ſeemed to revive 
at the woman's approach, whom the 


marquis preſented to it, and the blood 


no longer flowed from his wounds. He 
took his father's hand, and that of the 
woman who reſembled me, and join- 
ed them. I ſtared, and conſidered with 
emotion what paſfed : but how was I 
ſurprized, when, looking on the hride- 


groom, I perceived he was grown young 


again; and, inſtead of the old marquis, 


it appeared to be the ſon, who, embrued 


in blood, had been carried by the 


phantom! I turned haſtily to him. A- 
ſtoniſhed at this, Saint Fal ſucceeded to 


the phantom, and ſeemed covered with 
wounds, as the young marquis had 
been. His countenance was fo mourn- 


ful and moving, that I was going to 
comfort him in the exceſſive ſorrow _ 


with which he appeared to be over- 
whelmed; when on a ſudden my cur- 
tains being drawn back, I ſtarted out 
of my ſleep, and diſcovered, by the 
watch-light, a man armed with a po- 


niard, which he preſented to my breaſt, 
ſaying, © You are dead if you make the 


* lealt noiſe. Your purſe, or your life, 
* this inſtant !? 5 | 

0 Heavens! to you I own my pre- 
ſervation! My aunt, who had began to 
doze, as I ſaid before, was not ſo well 


compolſed as to ſleep found. - She heard 
the robber breathe; who, having form- 


ed his deſign, lay hid juſt by her; and 
it pleaſed God ſhe ſhould take no notice 
of it, Inſtead of giving way to fear, 
ſhe roſe up under pretence of ſpeaking 
to me, and faid, in order to compaſs 
her ends, that ſince I was going to reſt, 
and wanted nothing, ſhe would go ” 
ES be 
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ded in the kitchen. But inſtead of that, 
ſhe ſtole out ſoftly; and going down 
ſtairs ſhe waked a tradeſman, by means 
of a chamber-window that looked into 
the court, who kept ſeveral men, and 
acquainted him with the danger I was 
in, and the aſſiſtance of which I ſtood 
in need, The man, ſurprized at this, 
called up his people in an inſtant, and 
ſending one for the watch, came up 
ſoftly with the reſt in order to aſſiſt 
me. | 


He entered juſt as the villain was 


forcing me to riſe in order to give my 
money. The wretch dropped the po- 
niard at this unexpected fight, fell at 


my feet, and begged for mercy. More 


dead than alive, I had not ſtrength to 
ſpeak. The tradeſman and his people 
immediately ſecured him, and I pre- 
ſently knew him again to be the hawker 
who brought the Gazette. He confeſſed 
his intention of robbing me, and with 
bitter lamentations accuſed my impru- 
dence, as having given occaſion to it, 
proteſting that, during forty years of 
life, he had ever behaved honeſtly; but 
the opportunity, and his own extreme 
poverty, had prompted him to this 
wickedneſs, 5 

The account he gave was as follows: 
that at the time he brought the Ga- 
zette, ſome one came to receive money; 
that the quantity which I ſhewed made 
him think of robbing me at a proper 
opportunity; that my keeping the Ga- 
zette ſo long, afforded him leiſure to take 
notice of the houſe: nevertheleſs, he 
did not intend to put his deſign in exe- 
cution that day; but my fainting away 
having created a great confuſion, he 
determined to take that opportunity. 
He hid himſelf in a little cloſet near 
my bed; and, but for Barbara, all 
would have been over. God Almighty, 
who watches over and protects his ſer- 
vants, did not permit it; and ſhewed, 
by the inſtrument he was pleaſed to em- 
ploy in preſerving my life, the greatneſs 
of his power, and that he inſpires, 
when he pleaſes, the moſt fearful with 
courage. The ſecret ways of the Di- 
vine Grace are wonderful, and the Great 
Diſpenſer can never be ſufficiently 
adored. | | 
_ The ſame power ſupported and en- 
couraged me to ſave the life of the 
wretch who had attempted mine; a mo- 
ment later he had fallen into then hands 
of juſtice, I prevailed with the tradeſ- 
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man to let him go, and in caſe the 
watch came before he got away, to ſay 
he had made his eſcape. * T was ſo much 
moved at his great want, which he de- 
ſcribed with tears and bitter regret for 
his giving way to ſo black a crime, that 


I gave two louis-d'ors to help him to 


maintain ten ſmall children he had upon 
his hands; exhorting him to live ho- 
neſtly, and promiſing farther aſſiſtance 
from time to time, on condition his 
wife or one of his children came for 
it, and that I never ſaw him more. 

I ſhall ſay no more of my conduct on 
this occahon ; the ſatisfadion which 
aroſe from it was a ſufficient recom- 
pence. The watch returned as they 
came, much diverted, without doubt, 
at my groundleſs fright. As for the 


workmen, whoſe fleep was fo Iuckily 


diſturbed, I gratified them for their 
pains, as they well deſerved. Their 
maſter was loaded with acknowledg- 
ments; and the next day I preſented 
him with a gold-headed cane, aſſuring 


him I was much concerned it was no 


better: I valued myſelf on my grati- 
tude for his zeal and readineſs to ſerve 


me. 


As for my dear aunt Barbara, to 


whom I owed my life, I promiſed not 
to leave the world till I had given ample 
proofs of my obligations to her. A 
rigid prudence prevented my declaring 
on this occaſion who I was; but her 
ſimplicity was not to be truſted, Her 
indiſcretion might have drawn conſe- 
quences of ſo much weight, that I was 
filent againſt my inclination; neverthe- 


leſs, I made amends by redoubling my 


kindneſs, and I perceived with pleaſure 
ſhe was ſenſible of it: this eaſed me of 
part of the concern my filence occa- 
tioned. A certain turn of mind is 
never tired with conferring benefits on 


thoſe who are thought deſerving f 


them. 


1 lay awake the remaining part of 


that night, and only began to reſt when 
day was far advanced, 


waked me, on account of a great gen- 
tleman in a black gown, with two at- 
tendants, defiring to ſpeak with me, I 
was ſufficiently turprized at ſuch a vi- 


fit, and queſtioned her about their be- 


haviour. Her anſwer was, that ths 
gentleman in the gown had enquired of 
her if Madam Des Roches was at home, 


(for, through inadvertency, I went ttill- 
d by 


| It was near 
four in the afternoon when Barbara 
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by that name;) and upon her ſaying I 
was aſleep, be replied, that I muſt be 


waked, having.ſome buſineſs with me. 
My enquiry afforded no light into the 


affair, I was preparing to riſe for re- 
ceiving this extraordinary viſit, when 
the commiſſary, who waited in the an- 
ti-chamber, came very civilly into my 
room, acquainting me, that I need not 


give myſelf that trouble, he having but 
à word or two to ſay, Chairs were ſet; 


and having taken his place, he addreſſed 


himſelf to me as follows: 


- © Laſt night, Madam, the watch 


© brought a man before me; as he ap- 
b peared like one who was making his 


eſcape, and it being too late for ex- 
amining him, he was committed. On 
his examination this morning, bay- 
ing contradicted himſelf when aſked 
from whence he came, he was con- 
fined a cloſe priſoner. A letter, di- 
rected for you, Madam, and which 


© he entruſted to the turnkey, in hopes 


of it's being ſent, was intercepted, 
and broke open on ſuſpicion. In it 
he begs for mercy, and that you 
would not diſcover him, elſe he is a 


dead man. Being examined as to 


* 

« 

1 

1 

c 

« 

q 

* 

. 

« 

6 

c 

6 

© this point, he declared, that he had 
6 brought you the Gazette, and ſtaid 
© {upper with your ſervants, which was 
© the occaſion of his being out ſo late. 
© This agrees ſo ill with the contents 
© of the letter, that I am come, Ma- 
6 dam, to know what complaint he 
would have ſtifled, and which would 
© be fatal, if known, With your leave, 
6 I will take down your information. 
4 You are at liberty to act as you 
6 pleaſe; but I mutt inform you, that 
6 
4 
c 
o 
o 
0 
6 
0 
4 


© it ought to be conformable to the 


truth, becauſe there will be witneſſes 
called, examinations taken, and it 
may be of ill conſequence, if it ſhould 
appear that you have not given a true 
account. The appearance you make, 
Madam, is ſuch as requires my act- 
ing in this affair with great defe- 
rence," Fe, 1 
Whilſt he was ſpeaking, I could not 
but admite the Divine Juſtice, which 
purſues wickedneſs; but was concerned 
at the ſame time that my good intention 


Was fruſtrated. I was at a loſs how to 


anſwer, being ſenſible that the wretch's 


lite depended on my informatien. The 
commiſſary waited for me to begin. 


At lait, I ſaid it was true, that being 
juit going to bed, I found this man in 


my chamber, which terrified me fo 
much, that I ſcreamed out and raiſed 
the houſe; but, having enquired inta 
the truth, I underſtood that he had fal- 
len afleep after ſupper in the kitchen 
and that when he waked, in endeavour- 
ing to go out, he had miſſed his way, 
and came into my chamber; that being 
frightened himſelf, when ſuſpected for 
a thief, he fled away to prevent being 
ſeized, This had a plauſible appear- 
ance. The maſter of the houſe and his 


ſervants, whom I prepared, agreed to 


the tame ſtory, by which means the pri- 
ſoner got his diſcharge in two days, as 
his wife informed me when ſhe came to 
return thanks; and aſſured me that ſhe 
and her family were bound to pray for 
me as long as they lived. ox 
All theſe vexations, under which I 
had lahoured for ſome time, affected my 
health. By degrees I grew ſo pale and 
yellow, that every one pitied me. My 
good aunt, ſeeing me in this condition, 
exerted herſelf to free me from the 
deep melancholy which hung vpon me. 
© You have certainly, Madam, a mind 


to kill me,” faid the good creature, 


* 


Is it poſſible that one of your age 
ſhould thus bury herſelf alive? A 
young lady acts very diſcreetly to live 
retired, I agree with you, and to give 
no handle to cenſorious people; but 
ſill ſhe muſt not forſwear all diver- 
ſions. Will you never ceaſe bewail- 
ing the loſs of your good man ? Why, 
has he left nobody behind him, that 
he is ſo much lamented? Is it im- 
© poſſible to find his fellow ?? 

Oppreſſed as I was with afflition, I 
could not ſometimes forbear ſmiling at 
her quaint ſpeeches; but this was but a 
winter's ſun, ſoon obſcured by the 
gloomy clouds of grief. My melan- 
choly dream was Riu preſent to my 
im2gination: alas! too ſure a prediction, 
as I ſoon experienced. | 

One day, whilſt I was ſtanding very 
penſive at my window, a coach ſtopped 


a a aA 2a ůũi KK a = 


at the door, which I knew belonged to 


the old marquis. I ſtarted without 
knowing why. When he entered the 
room, he appeared very ſorrowful, 
though he ſtrove to conceal it. Good 
© God!* cried he, what is the mat- 
ter? are you ſick, and did not ac- 
* quaint me with it?” His gentleman, 
who followed him, whiſpered ſomething 
in hissear. Very true," replied the 
marquis, to what he had heard; but 

| lam 
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© I am in ſo much trouble, I did not 
s reflect on it,—Ah, Jenny, Jenny!" 
continued the marquis, throwing him- 
ſelf into a great chair, © how cruelly 
© do you make me feel my tenderneſs 
© for my ſon!' | 

Scarce had the old nobleman uttered 
thoſe words, when a trembling ſeized 
me. I concluded my dream accom- 
' pliſhed, and my lover no more. This 
notion prevailed ſo much, that I ſhriek- 
ed out, and wept bitterly. It was 
owing to ſome drops I had taken juſt 
before, that I did not faint away; for, 
as I was ſubje& to vapours and fits, I 
might very well expect it, conſidering 
the occaſion, I learned from the dil- 
courſe of the marquis and his gentieman, 
which they did not obſerve, that my 
lover was dangerouſly wounded in the 
head, after giving ſignal proofs of his 
courage; and that Saint Fal was taken 
priſoner in the battle, which was fought 
two days after the preceding action. 

This melancholy news threw me 
into a fit of ſickneſs. The phyſicians, 
ſent for by the marquis, on the fourth 


day gave me over; unleſs Nature, by a 


prodigious effort, could ſhake off from 
about my heart the bile which was on the 
int of ſuffocating me. Nothing that 
I took ſtaid; from whence they con- 
cluded there were no hopes left, | 
The old marquis's prudence and re- 
ſolution doubtleſs preſerved my life. 
He never left my bed- ſide; and ſeeing me 
given over, he tried two things which 
reſcued me from the jaws of death, 
One was an emetick, though ſeldom 
preſcribed, and then only in deſperate 
caſes, oftener killing than curing : he 
ſent for ſix grains, and inſtead of waſh- 
ing it well with water, as is uſual, he 
gave me the whole doſe in a ſpoonful of 
broth; and, to prevent my bringing it 
up again immediately, he held my head 
up, til] it had been long enough in my 
ſtomach to have it's effect. His other 
contrivance, employed at the ſame time, 
did not a little contribute to my reco- 
very. 
tions, came in boots, pretending to be 


' juſt; arrived from the army, giving an 


account aloud, that the young marquis 
was on the road home; that as to his 
being dangeroufly wounded, it was a 
miſtake, he baving only received a ſlight 


contuſion, which in four days was en- 


tirely cured, 8 0 
Notwithſtanding my lo vneſs of ſpi- 


A courier, who had his inſtruc- 
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rits, and a continued fever, which took 
away my ſpeech, I could hear what 
was ſaid, though, oppreſſed as I was, 
I did not reflect much upon it; but, 
when the courier delivered his meſſage, 
a ſecret joy ſpread itſelf in my heart, 
and freed it from the load with which 
it had been ſo long overwhelmed, The 
emetick, whoſe efficacy was thus aſſiſt- 
ed, worked fo forcibly, that in the vio- 
lence of reaching it was apprehended 
I ſhould expire, A black, thick, bilizus 
matter, ruſhed out in torrents, and the 
convulſions in which I expelled this 
enemy of life burſt an impoſthume 
within me. The marquis's ſurgeon, 


a man of great ſkill, aſſured him, that 
if I ſurvived this criſis, all would be 


well: my youth promited as much, 


In half an hour's time the operation 


ceaſed, my colour returned, the agita- 
tion abated, and I fell faſt aſleep. 
In two days I was judged to be out 


of all danger, and my mind regained - 


it's uſual tranquillity. After returning 


thanks to Heaven for preſerving my 


life, I made my acknowledgment to the 
marquis for the great tenderneſs I was 
informed he had ſhewn in my regard, 
He appeared overjoyed to find me in a 
ſituation of mind that feemed ſecure 


againſt a relapſe. He aſſured me, that 


he was entirely attached to me, and 
ſtill perſiſted ip feeding the falſe hopes 
he had given me concerning his ſon : 


he was ſo complaiſant, as to forge let- 


ters from him, and read them to me, 
that I might be perfectly eaſy as to that 
point. Tyre days convinced me I was 
entirely out of danger. He returned to 
Verſailles, leaving a ſervant at Paris, 
to bring him an account of my health 
every any cull his returns. 
I was upon my feet again and gather. 
ing ſtrength, when at laſt I received a 
letter from St. Fal. I opened it with 
joy, expecting a confirmation of ihe 
agreeable news which had been invent- 
ed to pleaſe me. But, alas! the agony 
I felt on reading what follows! Sure no 
one was ever thus often overwhelmed ! 


C ] Promiſed you to act with ſincerity 

© and exactneſs; this day, lovely 
jenny, you have a convincing proof 
of it. How will you receive the tid- 


room to reproach myſelf tor Keeping 
my word? I ſhail now. I have an 


a 6 a & Aa 


1 hear 


ings I here ſend? Shall I not have 


exact account of your health, and if 
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I hear my letter has any ill conſe- 
quences, depend upon it, I ſhall ever 
after write to you as one who wants 
reſolution, and whoſe weakneſs muſt 
be confulted. 

© I wrote you word, lovely Jenny, 
that my couſin had obtained the com- 
mand of a detachment, and that I 
apprehended his melancholy might 
hurry him too far. My fears were 
but too well grounded. His courage 
and vexation put him upon attacking 


a convoy eſcorted by treble his num 


ber; he fell into an ambuſcade, and 
without a miracte, muſt have periſh- 
ed, Dubois, his valet de chambre, 
whoſe affection for his maſter is above 
the common pitch, ſaved his life, 
and brought him back to the camp 
with two wounds. But, make your- 
felf eaſy, they are not mortal, and 
perhaps our apprehenſions magnify 


the danger. | 
« Two days after, both armies fought. 


a pitched battle: viRory was on our 
ſide, but J was taken prifoner. I 
am heartily concerned, as I cannot fee 


you fo ſoon as I expected, and am 
always uneaſy when abſent from you. 


Fou have here incloſed a letter the 
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marquis had begun to me before the 


action, and finiſhed after he was 
wounded; it will ſerve to convince 


you that he was not ſo ungrateful as 


you imagined, and is not in ſo much 
danger as you may perhaps appre- 
hend. I ſhall ſay nothing of the 
proofs I here give you of my regard: 
indeed they ought to make ſome im- 
preſſion, fince I am ſo much my own 
enemy, as to find a pleaſure in con- 


ſulting your inclinations, though in 


oppolition to my own. 

© I expect, lovely Jenny, the dear 
pleaſure of hearing you are well, and 
cannot be eaſy till then, conſidering 
the il! news I have here ſent. Does 
my uncle continue his viſits? To own 
the truth, I was amazed to hear he 
had found you out, and was apprized 
who you really are. He mult be very 
cunning, and have very particular rea- 
ſons, to get ſo good information. He 
wrote to me, but took no notice; I 
(hall do the ſame, for an eclairciſſe- 
ment will not be very favourable to 
me. My priſon, and whatever elſe can 
happen, will not be troubleſome, pro- 
vided you ſtill allow me a ſhare in your 
elieem, as I certainly deſerve by what 
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letter to Saint Fal. 
word. 
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you poſſeſs of mine, and the perfect 


reſpe& I ſhall preſerve to the end of 
my life, | 


c From Manheim. W SAINT FAL.“ 


J read in great hafte the marquis's 
Here it is, word for 


1 Left Paris, dear kinſman, quite 
© frantick, and am running to an 

engagement in deſpair, The cauſe of 
my melancholyis a ſecret to the world, 
as well as my motive for command. 
ing the detachment ; but it muſt not. 
be fo to you. Jenny no longer loves“ 
me, but gives the preference to the 
Duke of ——; there is n6tthe leaſt 
room to doubt it. This oecaſioned 
my tourney. My meeting every day 
my rival at the general's quarters, 
put me upon obtaining a ſeparate 
command. Every thing is become in- 
ſupportable, ſince the ungrateful crea- 
ture has betrayed me. In vain have I 
ſtrove to throw off her tyrannical yoke; 
ſhe poſſeſſes my heart, and her image 
is ever preſent in my mind. Fatal 
paſſion ! Unhappy error, which leaves 
no room for relief but in the arms of 
Death t = | | 
My ſcouts inform me that the ene. 
my is but two leagues diſtant, I fly 
to meet them. Dear couſin, farewel. 
Remember, no one ever loved his ri. 
val, and yet you haye been always 
dear to me. 

If Jenny's new lover ſhould deceive 
her, be you her comforter. I trem. 
ble for her: I know her neceffities. 
Lo not forſake her. 


What follows was in another hand. 


I Am defeated, wounded, and ſatiſ- 
* © fied, my dear kinſman. The laſt 
word will ſeem extraordinary, but I 
will explain it. In the mean time, do 
not be ſurprized that I make ule off 
my ſecretary's pen: I cannot uſe my 
own; but they give me great hopes 
upon taking of the firſt dreſſing. My 
hurt is a cut on the head with a broad- 
ſword. If Jenny ſtill loves me, as a 
gentleman named Melicourt writes 
me word, and if what he declares 
himſelf a witneſs of be true, I ſhall 
comſort myſelf for the loſs of one eye, 
which 1s in ſome danger, provided the 

other 
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other be left to hehold once more the 
object of my paſſion, and admire her 
charms. I am ſatisfied. Aſſiſt in ob- 
taining my peace, unleſs you think 
me unworthy of it. Is not this mak - 


ſhip, and thoſe ſentiments we mutu- 
ally cultivate? But 1 know my man, 
and that ſuffices. 


THE MaRqQu1s of L. V. 


W W] +. a a Xe 


What tears did not this letter coſt me! 
I plainly diſcerned the noble character 
of my amiable marquis. How often 
gid 1 kiſs the dear characters, whole 
price his bleeding wounds ſo greatly en- 
| Eper What anxiety did I not under- 
go! Why would not decency permit me 
to take a poſt-chaiſe, fly to the army, 
and convince him that he alone was wor- 
thy of my love, and capable of making 
me happy? A thouſand projects pre- 
ſented themſelves for proving to the dear 
man my tenderneſs and conſtancy, with- 
out hitting upon one expedient to my 
liking, Pondering upon the marquis's 
letter, I was ſtruck with Melicourt's 
behaviourz I was the more obliged to 
him, as he never mentioned a ſyllable 
of it in the letters I had received from 
him ſince J had been at Paris, I 
concluded that the man who conferred 
a benefit for the ſole pleaſure of doing it, 
was a true friend, and the propereſt 
perſon to be employed in ſending to 
the army, as I was determined to have 
a true account of the marquis, and to 
convince him I was not unworthy his 
affections. | | 

This project was no ſooner thought 
on, but J reſolved to put it in execution. 
J wrote immediately to Melicourt, and 


ſent my letter by an expreſs. I made 


no doubt, but that on the reception of 
my letter, he would inſtantly come to 

know how he might be ſerviceable to 
me, Saint Agnes's affair, I knew, 
would not be decided in upwards of fix 
weeks, becauſe it had been found ne- 
ceſſary to write again to Rome concern- 
ing ſome difficulties newly ſtarted, which 
interval was abundantly more than ſuf- 
ficient to go and come from the place 
to which I intended to aſk the favour of 
him to repair. 

When Saint Agnes's lover came to 
Paris, I made him ſenſible how glad I 
was to ſee him. In order to inzroduce 
the ſubject, I returned him thanks for 


ing too rigorous a trial of your friend 
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his generous behaviour in my regard: 


but when he perceived the drift of my 
diſcourſe, he prevented me, and inſtead 
of ſtarting any difficulties, he ſaid he 


was obliged to me for giving him an 


opportunity of making his court to a 


nobleman, for whom he had ſo great a 
Teſpe&t as the Marquis of L. V. He 


informed me that the journey would be 
of ſingular ſervice to him, becauſe he 
ſhould ſhortly ſtand in need of very 
powerful protectors at court; that this 
opportunity ſeemed contrived on purpoſe 


to oblige him, and for which he ſhould 


think himſelf indebted to me as long as 
he lived, 

It is very juſtly ſaid, that the man- 
ner of conferring a benefit enhances the 
price. I was charmed with Melicourt's 
manner of complying with my requeſt. 


I gave him directions how I would have 
him manage the affair, with a letter for 
the marquis; but deſired it might not 
be delivered till there were hopes that the 


ſurprize of hearing from me would not 


affect his health, But what I chiefly 


inſiſted upon was, that he would, with- 


out diſguiſe, ſend me word what con- 
dition he found my lover in, and his 


behaviour on receiving my letter. Eves 


ry thing being concluded on duripg ſup- 
per, ſuch as it was, Melicourt ſent his 


ſervant for poſt- horſes, and fet out that 
very night, We had computed, that 


he would be three days upon the road, 


and that on the ſeventh I might expect 


to hear from him. All theſe regula- 


tions contributed to make me eaſy; but 


above all, the marquis's letter, which 


convinced me I was (til! dear to him. 
This engroſſed all my thoughts, J had 
no le:ſure for any thing elſe. When 


one is really in love, every other fatis= 


faction muſt centre there; in effect, can 
any thing ſurpaſs the pleaſure of loving 
and being beloved? 

I ſhall not ſet down here my letter to 
the marquis; he has loſt it, and it is 
impoſſible for me to give a right notion 
of it, as writing under the influence of 
a ſtrong paſſion is widely different from 
what is related in cool blood, It muſk 
ſuffice to ſay, that it chiefly conſiſted in 
expreſſing my grief for the wounds he 
had received, and the danger he was ing 
with lively aſſurances of the tenderneſs 
of my affections. No expoltulations ; 
who could chide a lover, found to be 
conſtant, and known to be in danger 
of loſing his life? The heart never 
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takes offence on ſuch occaſions ; love poſ- 
ſelſes it entirely, and every thing elſe 
vaniſhes when that point is ſettled, 


Two days after this, it being a feſti- 


val of our Lady, finding I was able to 
go abroad, I reſolved to fulfil a vow 
wy good aunt had made for me in a 
Church dedicated to her, and to make 
one myſelf to Heaven in behalf of the 
marquis. I heard maſs; and being told 
there would be a ſermon in the after- 
' Boon, Idined early, and returned again. 
A capuchin preached with ſo much ener- 
gy, that I was ſtruck with it; beſides 
that his diſcourſe was ſmooth and ele- 
gant, and did not ſavour of the cowl ; 
he ſeemed rather a gentleman, recom- 
mending ltri&t morals. My eyes were 
fixed upon the preacher: I thought I 
had ſeen him before, but I did not re- 
flect upon it; I was ſo attentive to what 
be ſaid, that I took little notice of any 
thing elſe. 

In the concluſion of his third point, 
he treated of luxury, and irreverent be- 
haviour during the myſteries. I know 
not how he came to caſt His eyes to- 


wards me, but he had ſcarce looked 


upon me, when his ſpeech failed him. 
He turned pale, itrove againſt the fit 
that was ſeizing him, but in vain; he 
fainted away, Every one, frightened 


and ſurprized, was inquiſitive about him 


in whiſpers, Of two perſons who knew 
him, one roſe to reach a phial to lum 
who was aflifting the ſick man: the 
other, being aiked the name of the re- 
ligious, whom he ſaid he knew, made 
anſwer, he was a perſon of quality, 
who had an extraordinary vocation, 
and told bis family's name. Let any 
one judge of my ſurprize ; it was the 
Chevalier D'Eibieux! Had 1 any 1ea- 
ſon to expect ſuch an incident? I was 
jo moved, that I had like to have un- 
dergone the ſame fate with Father Ho- 
notre, for fo he was called in religion. 
Heaven was pleaſed to give me ftrength ; 
but, apprehending I might not be miſ- 
treſs of mylelf, I took hold of my 
aunt's arm, and retired, _ 

When I reached home, I could not 
but admire my ſtrange deitiny, that 
would not (ſuffer one day to pals with- 
out ſome extraordinary event. In re- 
ality, was there any room for me to 
expect ſuch a rencontre, who ſeldom 
went from home? This made ſuch an 
impreſſion on me, that to prevent the 
like adventures for the future, I deter- 


UE 


behaviour. 
complying and deceitful; ever of your 
opinion, in hopes of bringing you over 
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mined never to go to church but in x 
morning, and that ſo early, as to run 
no hazard of meeting any one I knew, 
But to what purpcſe are ſuch precau- 
tions? There is no ſtruggling againſt 
what 1s appointed, 0 : 
The ſame day in the evening, the old 
marquis's gentleman made me Aa viſit, 
The conſiderable part this man will 
bear in the concluſion of my hiſtory, 


makes it neceſſary to draw his cha- 


racter. | 

He was about fifty- five; his coun- 
tenance agreeable, and, though not hand- 
ſome, it pleaſed by reaſon of the regula- 
rity of his features; he was tall, well- 
made, with an air of grandeur in his 
His charadter was to be 


to his own: in a word, a cunning, 
fly, diſſembling man. When in the 
leatt deſirous to pleaſe, he was ſure to 
ſucceed; but never took the pains with- 
out a premeditated deſign of turning it 
to your prejudice. To this ſketch muſt 
be added, his propenſity to be envious 
and jealous; for whoever was agree- | 


able to his maſter, was ſvre to have him 


for an enemy. 
ſan. . | | 
Notwithſtanding his ill qualities, 
which he knew how to diſguiſe, he Fr 
gained the marquis's confidence ſo far, 
as to be conlulted on all occaſions. The 
traitor was always of his maſter's mind 


Such was M. De For- 


in appearance, but conſtantly had the 


dexterity only to agree with what he 
thought indifferent; as for what he ap- 
prehended would be contrary to his 
intereſts, he would artfully evade it; 
and when that was not to be done other- 


wiſe, he had recourſe to calumny and 


the vileſt meaſures, which ſeldom fail- 
ed, as he was furniſhed with patience, 
ſkill, and contrivance z three qualities 
which carry a man through every thing. 
From what has been ſaid, one may 
eaſily imagine he was well apprized of 
his maſter's paſſion for me: far from 
diſſuading him, he flattered his inclina- 
tions with every thing that could render 
them ſtronger and more bewitching. 
He thought me ſo mild, and was ſo 
fully perſuaded that the weanneſs of my 
birth would give him the ſuperiority 
over my intereſt, how great ſoever it 
might be, that he concluded he ſhould 
be ablg to govern me, much more > 
I could his maſter, This was his mo- 
tive 
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tive for promoting the affair, and wil- 
lingly undertaking the commiſſion of 
waiting upon me, and ſounding me 
concerning the ppm with which J had 
inſpired the old marquis, and which 
was come to that height, as he informed 
his gentleman, that he was determined 
to indulge it, and try how far I was 
diſpoſed to comply. Forſan, who was 
ignorant that his maſter had more cun- 
ning than himſelf, and had particular 
reaſons for behaving in this manner, of- 
fered his ſervice, which was accepted 
of, becauſe the marquis, who had be- 
haved with fo much complaiſance hi- 
therto, was doubtleſs unwilling to do 
any thing contradictory to that charac- 
ter. A | 

Poor Forſan was far from gaining his 
ends. I took him up with ſo much 
reſolution when he diſcovered his errand, 
that he might eaſily ſee his project was 
not like to ſucceed, But he was not a 
man to be diſcouraged with the firſt 
rebuff ; he returned the next day to the 
charge, and provoked me ſo much by his 
diſcourſe, that I loſt all patience. I re- 
proached him with the baſeneſs of the 
commiſſion he had undertaken, telling 


bim with an air I never dared aſſume be- 


fore, that if ever he preſumed to trouble 
my lodgings again, I would find means 
to make him repent it. | 
After behaving in this manner, I ex- 
pected to be freed from this enemy of 
quiet: but the day following he came 
as unconcernedly as if nothing had hap- 
pened. Perſuaded as I was, that his 
high ſpirit would not ſuffer him to re- 
turn, I had not forbid Barbara to let 
him in. My colour came at the ſight 
of him, and I was upon the point of 
ſhutting myſelf up in my cloſet. © Hold, 
* Miſs," ſaid he, I have but two words 
© to ſay. You carry it with a high 
© hand, imagining the marquis and 1 
© do not ſee through your artifice: but 
© you are miſtaken, my child,“ conti- 
nued he with a ſneer, * he is not at all 
© at a loſs in the affair any more than 
myſelf; it is your fault if we do not 
agree, you know our price. In the 
mean time, we are beholden to the 
virtuous airs you give yourſelf; they 
put us vpon the enquiry, and diſcover 
the real truth, We know what you 
aim at, and will take care to diſap- 
point your chimerical defigns; Fare- 
well, miſtreſs; improve the hint £ have 
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* given you, that is all.” And then leſt 
me. NN e 

It may he imagined I was moved at 

theſe impertinences, and gave way to 

vexation: no, my innocence made me 


perfectly ealy, I apprehended, indeed, 


that I was not agreeable to the gentle- 
man, and that his endeavours would not 
be wanting to ruin me with his maſter, 


by the falle accuſations his malice could 


ſuggeſt, My lover had given his cha- 
racter long before, which afforded me 
an inſight into him. Without indulg- 
ing ill-nature, I judged it proper to re- 
ſent his behaviour, and to employ the 
intereſt I knew I had with the old mar- 
quis, to free myſelf from ſo redoubt- 


able an enemy, who would be a conti- 
nual obſtacle in my way. Till now I 


had been a ſtranger to the motions of 
reſentment and indignation: they took 
up my thoughts ſufficiently to baniſh all 


other cares. 


; The firſt thing I did the next morn- 
ing was to write Saint Fab word of 


what had paſſed between Fo ſan and me; 


not forgetting the impertinence with 
which he had treated me, TI acquainted 
him likewiſe of my deſign of getting 
him removed, if his uncle did not ſuffer 
himſelf to be prejudiced againit me. I 
concluded with deſiring he wauld uſe 


his endeavours to return as ſv.n as pol- 


ſible, frankly owning, that from ths 


time I was left to myfelf, my lite had 


been one continued letics of creſſes and 
afflictions. This was the purport of 
my letter; as to my lover, he was not 
ſo much as mentioned, | 

I was going to ſeal the letter, when 


the old marquis entered the room. I 


was ſtruck at this unexpected viſit, and 
being ſurprized in writing, to that de- 
gree that I could ſcarce riſe to receive 


him; * Youare writing, without doubt, 
Jenny, tomy ſon, ' cried the maiquis, 


ſomething harſhly, and ſnatching at the 


letter, which I ſecured in a great hurry; 
I am apt to think, by your endeavours 
to hide it from me, you have no mind 


© to let me into your ſecrets,” 
* I have it in my power, my lord,“ 


anſwered I, * to convince you of the 


contrary, by delivering up the ſubfe& 
of your ſuſpicions; but I may eakily 
imagine it will be to no purpoſe, 
after the ill offices that have been done 
me, and the manner in which you 
have.bzen pleaſed to treat me by your 

| „ gentle 
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© gentleman.'—* Do not let us confound 
things, pray Jenny,“ ſaid the mar- 
quis, intertupting me, and a little out 


of countenance; © I defired M. Forſan 


to make a propoſal of love to you for 
me : this was the extent of his com- 
miſſion. I do not deny, but I have 
received ſome informations concern- 
ing your conduct and deſigns; but 
my intention was to diſcourſe the 
matter in an amicable way with you, 
but gave him no orders to ſay any 
thing on that ſubject. But this is 
foreign to the letter which you hide 
from me. 
the marquis, ſomething more politely, 
as to that particular, it. may be a 
means to engage me to do as much on 
my fide. Few women are without 
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handſome as you are, you ſhould want 
one. 
me the letter, 1s my being acquainted 
with your intrigue. . 
in the affairz and muſt own I had 
much rather it were fo, than to diſco- 
ver an underſtanding between you 
and a fon, whom I would diſown if 


- mands. . 
This is too much, my lord,“ cried 
I, ſhedding a torrent of tears: © you 
© ſhall be ſatisfied, which will convince 
© you I am not given to intriguing. 
My complaiſance involves your ne- 
© phew; but he will pardon me, be- 
© cavſe I am ſuſpected: this is outrage 
© upon outrage. See, my lord,” con- 
tinued I, giving the letter, if to be 
£ ſenſible of ill uſage is a crime with 
£ you, I ſhall appear very guilty.“ Say- 
ing this, I retired to my cloſet, to give 
full ſcope to my tears, | 

The marquis was too impatient in 
ſatisfying his curioſity, to trouble him- 
ſelf with any thing elie ; he had no 
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pins on his ſpectacles, he read it: either 
e was very flow, or he went over it 
ſeveral times. | 


May I not be deceived myſelf after 


© all?* cried he, not expecting he was 
overheard. Have I not ſuffered my- 
ſelf to be prejudiced before I was 
aware? This girl's conduct is na- 
b tural enough; ſhe was writing with» 
© out any guile whilſt I was abſent; 
ſhe did not expect to ſee me, and ſure 
© enough had no deſign of letting me ſee 
her letter I mult ſift this matter to 


If you ſatisfy me,” ſaid 


lovers, and it would be ſurprizing if, 
The hazard you run in ſhewing 


I promile ſecreſy 


I found he had diſobeyed my com- 


ſooner laid held of the letter, but, clap- 


© the bottom.“ All this ſoliloquy J heard, 
People when in years are apt to do ſp. I 
conceived ſome hopes from it.. ,/I,/.- 
There was no occaſion, fer counter. 
feiting grief, when the marquis came 
into the cloſet; it was Yeal. * There is 
« your letter, lovely Jenny, ſaid he, © I 
am ſorry. Þ exated'ſuch a compliance 
from you, and'am more ſo for having 
given occaſion to this affliction. Par- 
don me; I will ſtrive to make amends, 
and before I ſtir, will give you entire 
ſatisfaction as to my ſuſpicions, if 
they. are without foundation. Dry 
up your tears, and Jet us talk over 
theſe matters like friends. I muſt own, 
that the dearer you are to me, the 
greater was my. concern at wbat I 
heard; which was this. I was inform- 
ed that you had a lover who 1s very 
dear to you, and poſſeſſes your fa- 
vours; that your pretences to virtue ſerve 
only to ſet you off and diſguiſe your 
_ paſſions; but that your chief reaſon for 
your affectation, is a project you have 
of making your fortune by marriage, 
and that my ſon is the perſon you in- 
tend to enſnare, by reaſon of the paſſion 
you know he has for you, In all 
theſe ſuppoſitions, allowing them. to 
be ſuch, there are ſome truths. Iam 
very ſenſible my ſon perfectly adores 
you, and that you make him a tender 
return, or at leaſt appear ſo to do. His 
misfortune of being wounded, and the 
condition you was reduced to by the 
news of it, are ſufficient proofs. Theſe, 
Jenny, are my perplexities; you beſt 
can tell whether I am impoſed on or 
not.“ | | | 
I was eager to reply, notwithſtanding 
my aſtoniſhment at ſuch vile calumny, 
left the marquis ſhould imagine I was 
ſtudying a juſtification, * I am more 
© ſurprized than provoked,* anſwered 
I, looking ſtedfaſtly on him, * at ſuch 
* baſe inſinvations as are laid to my 
charge; my condu& thus far baffles 
all ſuch accuſations. In caſe I were 
really guilty, or diſpoſed to give into 
ſuch loofe behaviour, as I am tax- 
ed with, my anſwer would be very 
ſuccinct; for I ſhould tell you, my 
lord, in three words, that I am not 
accountable to you for my actions, 
having friendsawhoſe protection would 
ſhelter me from any reſentment of 
yours: but, as Heaven has been gra- 
cioully pleaſed to guide me thus far in 
© a blameleſs path, I ſhall always be 
ready 
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ready to give ſatis fad ion whenever my 
conduct is called in queſtion, 

« As to the laſt article, wherein you 
are moſt concerned, I value myſelf too 
much upon truth and ſincerity to deny 
it, Ves, my lord, I was beloved by 
your ſon; and I own to you that he is 
dear, and ever will be ſo to me; this 
is my crime, and the ſource of all my 
misfortunes,” continued I, in tears: 
without that fatal paſſion he inſpired, 


peaceful obſcurity. Nevertheleſs, I 
was far from expecting the honour 
you mention as my due: I am not fo 
partially forgetful of myſelf ; but at 
the ſame time be aſſured, no other pre- 
tenſions would have made any impreſ- 
ſion on me.“ | 

I remained ſilent a moment; the mar- 
quis looked at me very penſively, and 
{cemed to waver. Lou till ſuſpect 
© me, my lord,” continued I, © or are in- 
* cenſed at what I have owned: I know 
© how to make every thing eaſy; and, 
© before this time to-morrow, you yours 
© ſelf {hall acknowledge that I rather 
Cc 
5 
£ 
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deſerved your pity than your anger, 


and gave you no juſt occaſion to treat 


me in ſo cruel a manner by M. De 
« Forſan, „ 

The marquis, mortified with this, 
and without doubt amazed at the reſo- 
lution I was taking, came and preſent- 


ed his hand. Let us, faid he, love. 
0 


ſtored to my eſteem, and J am per- 
ſuaded you deſerve it. —“ No, my 
lord,“ continued I very reſolutely, 
your reconciliation is as fickle as your 
prejudice: I have a right to think ſo 
from your eaſy credulity againſt my 
innocence. After ſuch uſage, there is 


will ſhut myſelf up for life, that can 
ſecure me—" Ah, I will never ſuffer 
it!* cried the old nobleman: I have 
ſecret reaſons for oppoſing ſuch mea- 
ſures.— Without diving into your 
ſecret,” replied I in the ſame tone, I 
muſt be ſo free as to aſſure you my re- 
ſolution is unalterable, except on one 
condition.'—* What is it ?* replied the 
marquis, very earneſtly, It is, con- 
tinued I, © to ſend for the author of theſe 
calumnies, with which I am aſperſed, 

"© and oblige him to give up my ſecret 
enemies, who have dared to blacken 
my character, and give him" ſuch 
« groundlels informations; for either he 
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my days had glided on in filent, but 


ly Jenny, be reconciled; you are re- 


nothing jeft but a convent, where I 


217 
heard the ſtories, or has invented them: 
though I am apter to believe the one 


than the other, and earneſtly defire to 
be ſet right.“ 


- 
o 
« 
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I appeared ſo reſolute, that the old 


marquis yielded, apprehending the de- 
ſign I had threatene to put in execu- 
tion: and, indeed, I was ſo weary of 
being every moment of late overwhelm- 
ed with vexation, that I thought of no- 
thing but a convent for my relief; but 
the old marquis's reaſons for humouring 
me, obliged him to comply on this oc- 
cation. He ſent a ſervant to bring his 
gentleman, and in the mean time he- 
haved with ſo much politeneſs, and aſ- 


ſured me in fo handſome a manner IL 


ſhould for the future be entirely ſatis- 
fied with his behaviour, that I gave him 
my word not to think of a convent, pro- 
vided I was made eaſy by a thorough 


diſcuſſion of the affair in hand: but, in 


reality, this was more owing to the pro- 

miſe I had made Saint Fal, than any de- 

ference to him. | | 
M. Forfan came; the marquis began 


with reprimanding him for his behaviour 


to me: during which time the wretch 


looked like a fury, When his maſter 


had done, he offered to whiſper in his 


ear; to excuſe himſelf, I ſuppoſe, or in- 


vent tome plauſible pretexts; but the 


marquis, without giving him the hear- 
ing, inſiſted upon his naming the aus 
thors of what he had alledged againſt 
me. Forſan turned pale at this; but 
his maſter perſiſting in his demand, he 
begged to be excuſed, for fear of involy- 
ing thoſe who, out of a motiveof friend. 
ſhip, had given him the information. 
© 'Theſe reaſons are deteſtable,* cried the 
old nobleman in a paſſion: an accuſa- 
tion without proofs argues the accuſer 
to be guilty; and I begin to believe, 
Forſan, you had your views in preju- 
dicing me againſt this young lady,”— 
No, indeed !* replied the gentleman, 
expecting to be diſcharged if he did not 
clear himſelf. Why do not you ſpeak, 
© then?* continued the marquis: have 
you leſs regard for me than thoſe you 
© are afraid to name?“ Forſan, being 
ſenſible he could evade the difficulty no 
longer, owned at laſt, that coming to 
my apartment, he met on the ſtair- caſe 
a perſon he had formerly known ; that 
this young woman, upon enquiring his 
buſineſs, and finding it regarded me, 
ſhrugged up her ſhoulders; that ima. 
gining there was ſomething extraordt. 
Ee nary 
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nary in this, he aſked what ſhe meant; 
and that going to her aparment, he 
learned from her what he thought was 
his duty to reveal. 
Il was no longer ſurprized at the ca- 
| lumnies thrown upon me. Women of 
a certain character never paſs over an 
affront. Junia, the perſon in queſtion, 
was ſtung with the contempt 1 ſhewed 
her, of which mention was made be- 
fore, and took this opportunity to aſ- 
perſe me to Forſan, whom ſhe thought 
my admirer. I gave the old marquis 
an account of what had paſſed between 
us, and had occaſioned the ill-will ſhe 
\ betrayed in this cruel manner. I de- 
© fire,” ſaid I, © this affair may be en- 
© tirely cleared up.“ And after relating 
the trick the put upon me, and her 
contrivance to gain her ends; * We 
© need only go up ſtairs,” faid I, and 
ſee whether ſhe dare deny one ſyl- 
lable of what I have ſaid. At the 
worſt, the clergyman I employed on 
that occaſion will not be refuſed as an 
£ incompetent witneſs.” The marquis 
endeavoured to divert this reſolution, 
by aſſuring me he was perfectly ſa- 
tisfied; but I was worked up to a pitch 
not to be diſſuaded: and, to make me 
ealy, the marquis fent in his own name 
to deſire ſhe would come down, telling 
me very politely, that it was the leaſt 
Jhe could do, and that he did not think 
me was ſo much her own enemy as to 
refuſe him. Forſan offered to carry the 
meſſage, doubtleſs in order to prepare 
her ; but his maſter ordered him to ſtay, 
and ſent one of his pages. The gentle- 
woman, who had a reſpect for the mar- 
quis, and beſides never dreamed of 
what was tranſacting, came with an 
air of aſſurance, as it nothing had been 
the matter. It is true, ſuch women 
have forcheads of braſs, and are not to 
be put out of countenance, | 
I was going to enter on the ſubject, 
and complain of her expreſſions to M. 
Forſan concerning me; but the mar- 
quis interrupted me very politely, and 
defired leave to explain himſelf. He 
entreated Junia in a few words to oblige 
bim, by relating what had paſſed be- 
tween her and Forſan; giving his word, 
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that no-uſe ſhould be wade of it, but. 


that he had particular reaſons to diſ- 
cover whether what he had heard was 
_ conformable to. what ſhe had ſaid, The 
Fovug gentiewoman, who Knew the 
marquis was not to be put off, owued, 
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that by way of banter ſhe had told For. 


fan, imagining he was in Jove with me, 
that he was like to loſe his Iabour, for 
that J had an admirer of a rank far 
fuperior. The marquis enquired whom 
ſhe meant. * Your own ſelf, my lord,” 
replied ſhe very gallantly: * we know 
you are no woman-haterz and that 
you often viſit this lady was no ſecret, 
whence I concluded J was not mil- 
taken, In a word, I did not think 
M. Forſan had been born yeſterday ; 
but, if he ſaid any more than what I 
have repeated, he is an impoſtor and a 
villaim, As for this lady, J aſk her 
pardon * but ſhe might have ſpared me 
this trouble.“ Saying this, ſhe mac 
the marquis a genteel curtſey, and 
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tired. 


I dare fay, the gentleman would b. 
given all he was worth to have avoid 
this fcene; ke had fuch a mourn": 
look, that 1 really pitied him. T' 
old marquis eyed him from head 


foot for ſome time without ſpeakins 


word; but it was eaſy to be diſcerned - 
was highly provoked. * M. For- 
ſaid he, you have abuſed the confid- 
© I repoſed in you: that I am conv:: 


© of this, you will eaſy believe. 


© ſuch a proof of your deceit and mas 
« preſume not ever to appear before 
© Be gone!? | X 
Theſe laſt words were uttered ſo ſte 

ly, that the poor gentleman retired vo 
{ubmiſhvely, Far from being plea!- 
at the victory I had gained, I was for:; 
for being the occaſton of his difgra: -, 
and endeavoured to reinſtate him in 
maſter's favour, by ſuing for his pa. 


don, No, Mademoilelle,” replied 1. 


marquis with ſome remains of emotio: . 
I am eafily impoſed on once, bu 
© never a ſecond time.“ | 
When this ſtorm was over, the mar- 
quis defired the favour of dining with 
me the next day, adding, he was oblig- 
ed to leave me by buſineſs that could 
not be deferred; but the next day he 
dedicated to me, having affairs of the 
laſt conſequence to communicate, whis! 
regarded us both. He uſed a thouſan' 
obliging exprefſions, and begged 


would forget the uncafineſs he had oc 


calioned, aſſuring me he ſhould ſhort- 
ly make me ample amends. I had 1s 
much reaſon to be ſatisſied with his be- 
haviour, that I received his civilities 
with the complaiſance due to them. 
The air with which I expreſſed my ſelt 
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en the occꝭ ſion, reſtored his uſual chear- 
fulneſs; and it muſt be owned that, 
conſidering his years, he was exceed- 
ing diverting. We parted very good 
friends, and ſure enough I little thought 
of the troubles into which he was go- 
ing to involve me. 


The next day, Thurſday, which 1 
{hall never forgot as long as I live, Bar- 


bara waked me at fix, to tell me that a 
man of about thirty, very indifferently 
dreſſed, and led like a blind man by a 
little boy of ſeven years old, deſired to 


ſpeak with me. Good God! dear 


Barbara, cried I, could you not 
„have told the troubleſome fellow I 
* was in bed, without diſturbing me ?” 
— Good lack! cried Barbara, in- 
terrupting me, do you think I am a 
fool? Why, I bid him be gone about 
* his buſinels twenty times. —“ 80 
„much the worſe, replied I; © you 
© ſhould not affront people. Couid you 
© not have ſeen him away civiliy, and 
« put him off to a more convenient 
* time? Perhaps he hath ſomething of 
moment to ſay to me: but ſince it is 
too late, let us ſay no more of it. 
© Go, ſee. what he would have, and 
© tell him be mutt not expect to be ad- 
© mitted till I know his buſineſs,” My 
aunt left me, muttering ſomething to 
herſelf ; it was her cuttom whenever I 


reprimanded her. It is very commend- | 


able to behave with mildneſs to thoſe 


who ſerve us; but too much familiarity 


muſt be equally avoided : they imme- 


diately reſent the ſuperiority which is 


really your due, and oblige you either 
to bear with their impertinence, or part 
with a good ſervant. I had often con- 
ſidered this; but I have mentioned my 
reaſons for acting otherwiſe. She was 
my aunt after all, ſooner or later ſhe 
would find it out; and I was willing to 


behave in {ſuch a manner, on that ac- 


count, as to oblige her to own, that I 
carried myſelf as much like a niece as a 
miſtreſs: this IJ had laid down as a rule, 
and was careful in ovterving it. | 
My good aunt returned dancing for 
joy. Good news, Madam!“ ſaid ſhe, 
the gentleman was in the right to diſ- 
turb you; he ſavs, he brings you 
the beſt tidings your heart can wiſh, 
and that he is some to dry up the 
tears he knows you have ſhed, and 
continue daily to ſhed on his account, 
Look'e, continued ſhe, I was ſo 
plealed to hear him talk thus, that, 
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© if I durſt, T would have taken him 
© about the neck.” | 

What could I gather from all this? 
J imagined my aunt was gone diſtract- 
ed. Pray, what has this blind man, 
cried I, © to do with what you men- 
tion? What is his buſineſs with me?“ 
— Faith, Madam, I cannot tell,“ re- 
plied Barbara; „I only repeat his 
words; you may be better informed, 
© if you pleaſe; you need only give me 


© leave to bring him hither. ! Do ſo," 


continued I very uneaſy; * I don't 
© know what to make of this affair.“ 


I had no ſooner ſaid this, but Barbara 


left me, and in a moment the blind man 
and his boy appeared, 


* Go on, child,” cried he as ſoon as 
he entered the room, that I may throw 


myſelf into her aims; go on. Where 
is ſhe, my dear wife whom I have 
ever loved fo tenderly, and who has 
died a thouſand times at the report of 
my death? Why does ſhe not prevent 
my tender embraces? Does not ſhe 
ſee me yet? is not this her chamber P? 
— Yes, indeed, papa,” replied the 


. 
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little boy, who had ſtopped on my mak=- 


ing a fign to Barbara to fend them 
* fne is there, but ſee plain enough the 
has no mind to know us. Hold 
* your prating, faucebox !* replied me 
blind man, ſhaking him by the ſhoulder 


away; © we are now ein our chamber, 


rah, that too great joy renders this 


© lovely ſpouſe immoveable? Heaven 


A fa 


diatelv to her, who alone can recover 
her. „After io long an ablence, and 
the belief of my death, no wonder 
joy overwhelms her. If grief ſome- 
times kills, pleaſure as often de- 
ſtroys.* 
The figure of the blind man, odd 
enough in itſelf, his arms ſwinging 
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about like one feeling for ſomething, 


and his ſtrange diſcourſe, all together 
appeared ſo ridiculous, that I burſt into 
a fit of laughter. Hey-day l' eried 
he, what is the meaning of this? 


Am I made a laughwgeitack, or am 


© | miſtaͤken? Am J not in the houſe 


of Madame Des Roches, who pattes 
for an ofticer's widow ?'-t You are 
right ſure enough,” cried my good 
aunt; nothing can be more certain. 
* Why then this immoderate mirch ?? 
continued the blind man, © Am | tore 
« gut, or not worth owning, becauis ! 
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he had hold of. Do not you ſee, fir- 


preferve her wits! Bring me imme 
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© have the misfortune to loſe my eye- 
* fight, and am a little disfigured by it? 
$ Really, I covid not have believed that 
6 a wife who has ſo great obligations 
4 to me, and for whom I have done 
£ ſo much, could make fo ungrateful a 
© return, Patience! we will ſee the end 
of it, In the mean time, without any 
E ceremony, here I take up my quar- 
© ters. Wherever my wife is, there 
is my home, and let me ſee who dare 
put me out.“ 

This concluſion was ſo far from pro- 
voking me, that it only made me laugh 
the more. In reality, nothing could 
be more whimſical than all this non- 
ſenſe, and a formal deſign of taking 
poſſeſſion of my houſe under fo fooliſn 
a pretext, Barbara, whom I told in a 
whiſper that I did not know the man, 


and that he was certainly mad, fell a 


laughing as heartily as mylelf the 
imagined, that to free me from his im- 
pertinence, the need only take him by 
the arm and lead him out: but the 


furious blind man, provoked at her. 


boldneſs, called her names, {truck her 
with his cane, {wearing like a trooper, 
and threatening, that if any one pre- 


ſumed to come within his reach, he 


would lay about him, My turn was 
next. Huſly !* cried he, fpeaking to 
me, is this the reception you afford a 


4 huſband, who has ſearched you ſo 


© Jong, after being gratified in conſide- 
« ration of my lervices, and even turn- 


tage? It is acrying thame, and gives 
room to ſuſpect a gallant ſupplies my 
place; and that, apprehending my 


conduct, you pretend not to know 
me, in order to indulge ycurſelf in 
ar infamous courſe of life. But I 
would» have you know, Madam, I 
have friends and right on my tide, 
which will prove too hard for you, 
and afford me due vengeance, as your 
vile proceedings jultly deſerve. I am 
known, I may ſay reſpected ; 
you are ſo much your own enemy, as 
to perſiſt in this ſcandalous obſtinacy, 
I will make you know, in four and 
twenty hours, a huſhand like me is not 
to be trampled upon with impunity,” 

The ſerious air with which theſe 
words were pronounced, and the good 
ſenle they contained, began to make 
me unealy, IJ am much concerned, 
s Sir,” faid I, at the ill-manners I 


ed my ſuppoſed death to your advan- 


return ſhould put a ſtop to your evil. 


and if 
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have undeſignedly been guilty of, not 
in regard of your perſon, but your 
diſcourſe, which I do not comprehend, 
Your miſtake 1s owing to the names 


I am an utter ſtranger to you. '— 

A ſtranger to me, perfidious wo- 

man!' replied the officer very earneſt- 
y. *, What, did I not take you from 
* the wretched condition you was in, 
© to make you what you are? Have I 
not had ſeveral children by you, of 
© which this, the only one left, is as 
© like you as he can ſtare? Go, you art 
© an ungrateful creature, and the moſt 
c 
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agreeing together; but, I aſſure you, 
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deceitful of women. I ought not to 
have any thing to do with you for the 
future; and, if it was not for the 
pleaſure of revenge, and to puniſh 
your wickednels, I would abandon 
you to your evil deſtiny.' 

© But, Sir,” replicd J, ſpeaking in a 
very ſubmiſhve manner, * keep your 
6 temper: do not expoſe yourſelf to 
„the talk and laughter of the town, 
Inform yourſelf better, and you will 

6 perceive your error.*—* There is no 
© bearing this !* cried the exaſperated 
blind man: © there is no bearing this! 
And ſince you perſiſt in refuſing to 
receive me for your huſband, 1 will 
force you to it before I have done. 
Would to Heaven J had never known 
you! If you have a mind, you may 
walk off,* continued he. Follow, 
ſince you are bent on it, your wretch- 
ed way of lite, I will not ſtir a ſtep 
to hinder you ; but, aſſure yourſelt, 
1 thall make this my home, and ail 
the devils in hell ſhall not drive me 
out. Alas, alas! Here, child,” add- 
ed he, ſpeaking to the little boy, * call 
up my man with the trunks, and then 
let him go to the cook's ſhop for 
6 ſomething toeat; I mult not expect 
© any thing here: after that I will ſend 
© for a commiſſary; it is beſt to do 
things according to law.” 

F was ſo contuunded and perplexed 
with this odd ſcene, that I knew nut 
what to ſay. Barbara cried, © What 
* mult we do?' And realiy, to fee me 
ſtanding in amaze, any one would 
have concluded the blind man had really 
been my huſband, 

My pretended huſband's orders were 
punctually obeyed; the trunks were 
brought into my bed. chamber. A ſer- 
vant, whole whilkers terrified me, took 
out a night-gown, undreſſed his maſters 

and; 
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and, receiving his orders in his ear, laid 
the cloth; but not finding the key in the 
beaufet, without any ceremony made the 
lock fly, took what he wanted, and 1n 
every thing behaved as if he had been at 
home. Let any one imagine what effect 
this muſt have, and whether I was un- 
concerned, But, to go on. 

Barbara, frightened as well as I at the 
man's whilkers, and rough behaviour in 


forcing open the beaufet, began to call for 


help. Her cries awaked me out of the 
dumps, by making me reflect that ſhe 
would draw a crowd, whoſe judgment 


would be formed on appearance, and 


my ſuppoſed huſband's pretenſions: the 
deciſions of the populace are ſeldom 


guided by any thing elle, and generally 


favour the unfortunate, Daily expert- 
ence ſhews, the crowd will ſhed tears for 
a man on the ſcaffold, whom they have 


curſed during his proſperity, and con- 


demned without remorſe. | 
After my pretended huſband had 
made a hearty breakfaſt, and allayed 


ſome of his ill- humour as well as his 


appetite, he deputed the terrible Swiss 
to perivade me to comply without com- 


pulſion; to prevent, as he ſaid, giving 


ſcandal, I had retired to my cloſer, 


and was conſidering how to diſperſe 


this cruel ſtorm. I could not tell what 
reply to make the mediator, being ſo 


much terrified, that I was incapable of 


forming any refolution. In this extre- 


mity I told his frightful envoy, that 


his maſter might act as he thought fit; 


but that neither his threats nor interet 
hould ever draw from me the footith 


acknowledgment he required; that I. 


could not imagine upon what grounds 


he had forged ſuch pretenſions, but did 


not doubt, in a few hours, to make him 
aſnamed of them. | 5 
The Swils, rolling his eyes very fu- 
riovſly at this anſwer, replied, in bis 
broken language, We'll ſee, we'll 
ſee, whether you'll paſs this trick up- 
on us. Mine Goth! mine Goth !? 
added he, by way of reflection, as he 


went out, * how deceitful are women ! 


£s Woe betide thoſe who ſuffer them - 


5 ſelves to be fooled by them !* 


Heavens! cried I, after he was gone, 
© what fate, what misfortunes purſue me! 


© Was ever wretch thus overwhelmed | 
© Sure ſuch adventures are reſerved for 
* me alone!' Barbara came running 
to tell me the blind man was thrawing 
things about, and rummaging every cor» 
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ner as if it was his own, I aſked her 
what ſhe adviſed me to do. © To 
© make your complaint, anſwered ſhez 
© to call in the neighbours, and demand 
« juſtice.” The advice was not amiſs 


where a perſon had no reaſons to be 


concealed; but for me it was running too 
great a hazard, Vanity would not ſuf- 
fer me to declare who I was; belides, 
enquiry would be made why I changed 


my name. Not knowing, in fine, which 


way to turn myſelf, I heard the old 
marquis's coach ſtop at the door: I 
made no queſtion but his preſence and 
quality would relieve and free me from 
the terrible ſiege I underwent in myown 


houſe, I ſent my aunt to acquaint him 
with what had happened, defiring he 


would come into the cloſet. The 
S vils's whiikers carried too much ter- 


ror for me to tace, as I muſt have done 


had I gone to receive the marquis at the 
door, 7 5 

He was much ſurprized at the rela- 
tion, but could not forbear laughing at 
my perplexity. Really,” ſaid he, © the 
adventure is uncommon. Surely no 
one in his ſenſes ever was guilty of 


open the blind man's eyes, at leaſt as 
to this affair, and ſee whether he will 
take my word. | | 
After informing me of his deſign to 
diſſipate the ſtorm, he went into m 


chamber, where my pretended huſband , 


was {mo3ting his pipe. He enquired 


whether it was true, that, without rhyme 


or rea{on, he had taken poſſeſſion of a 


lady's apartment, whoſe rank was ſuch 


as not to ve inſulted by any one. 


The blind man, intormed by his ſon 


what nobleman had entered the room, 
and judging it was him who ſpoke, an- 
ſwered with great reſpect, that he knew 
his diſtance too well to conteſt with the 
Marquis of L. V. but, at the ſame 
time, he believed him too equitable to 


condemn an unfortunate man unheard. 


« Certainly,” replied the marquis; but 
* if you will take my word, Sir, you 
may fave yourlelt the trouble of prov- 
ing what I know to be impoſlible. I 
have known the lady from her childs 
hood, no circumitance of her life has 
eſcaped me; and am convinced fhie ne- 
ver was your wife, whatever you al- 
ledge.*—+ My lord, cried the blind 
man, interrupting him, I find you are 


© prejudiced ; and, notwithſtanding all 


6 I can lay, will not change vour opi 


e nion. 


ſuch a piece of folly! Let me try to 
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© have the misfortune to loſe my eye- 
* fight, and am a little disfigured by it? 
8 Really, I could not have believed that 
© a wife who has fo great obligations 
4 to me, and for whom I have done 
* ſo.much, could make fo ungrateful a 
© return. Patience! we will fee the end 
of it. In the mean time, without any 


© ceremony, here I take up my quar- 


© ters, Wherever my wife is, there 
is my home, and let me ſee who dare 
© put me out.” 

This concluſion was ſo far from pro- 
voking me, that it only made me laugh 
the more. In reality, nothing could 
be more whimſical than all this non— 


ſenſe, and a formal deſign of taking 
eee, of my houſe under ſo fooliſn 


a pretext, Barbara, whom T told in a 
whiſper that I did not know the man, 
and that he was certainly mad, fell a 
laughing as heartily as myſelf; the 
imagined, that to free me from his im- 
pertinence, ihe need only take him by 
the arm and lead him out: but the 
furious blind man, provoked at her 
boldneſs, called her names, truck her 
with his cane, ſwearing like a trooper, 
and threatening, that if any one pre- 
ſumed to come within his reach, he 
would lay about him, My turn was 
next. Huſly !* 
me, is this the reception you afford a 
© huſband, who has ſearched you fo 
© Jong, after being gratified in conſide- 
s ration of my n and even turn- 
ed wy ſuppoſed death to your advan- 
tage? It is acrying ſhame, and gives 
room to ſuſpect a gallant ſupp lies my 
place; and that, apprebending my 
return ſhould put a ſtop to your evil 
conduct, you pretend not to know 
me, in order to indulge yourſelf in 
aw infamous courſe of life. But I 
would have you know, Madam, I 
have friends and right on my tide, 
which will prove too hard for you, 
and afford me due vengeance, as your 
vile proceedings juſtly deterve, I am 


you aie ſo much your own enemy, as 
to perſiſt in this ſcandalous obftinacy, 
I will make you know, in four and 
twenty hours, a huſhand like me is not 
to be tra;mpled upon with impunity,” 

The ſerious air with which theſe 
words were pronounced, and the good 
ſenle they contained, began to make 
me unealy, IJ am much concerned, 
6 Sir,” faid I, „at the ill-manners I 


cried he, ſpeaking to 


known, I may ſay reſpected; and if 


© have undeſignedly been guilty of, not 
in regard of your perſon, but your 
* diſcourſe, which I do not comprehend, 
© Your miſtake is owing to the names 
© agreeing together; but, I aſſure you, 
© I am an utter ſtranger to you.'— 
A ftranger to me, perfidious wo- 
* man!” replied the officer very earneſt. 
ly. © What, did I not take you from 
© the wretched condition you was in, 
© to make you what you are? Have I 
© not had ſeveral children by you, of 
© which this, the only one left, is as 
© like you as he can ſtare? Go, you art 
© an ungrateful creature, and the molt 
© deceitful of women, I ought not to 
© have any thing to do with you for the 
future; and, "if it was not for the 
* pleaſure of revenge, and to puniſh 
your wickednels, I would abandon 
© you to your evil deſtiny.” 

© But, Sir,” replied J, ſpeaking in a 
very ſubmiſhve manner, keep your 
© temper: do not expoſe yourſelf to 
* the talk and laughter of the town. 
Inform yourſelf better, and you will 

* perceive your error. —“ There is no 
© bearing this !* cried the exaiperated 
blind man: there is no bearing this! 


And fince you perſiſt in refuling to 


© receive me for your huſband, I will 
© force you to it before 1 have done, 


Would to Heaven J had never known 


you! If you have a mind, you may 
walk off,* continued he. Follow, 
ſince you are bent on it, your wretch- 
ed way of lite, I will not ſtir a ſtep 
to hinder yeu ; but, aſſure yourſelt, 
I thall make this my home, and all 
the devils in hell ſhall not drive me 
out. Alas, alas!——Here, child,” add- 
ed he, ſpeaking to the little boy, cal! 
© up my man with the trunks, and then 
let him go to the cook's ſhop for 
* lomsthing to eat; I mult not expect 
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© any thing here: after that 1 will ſend | 


© for a commillary ; it is beſt to do 


things according to law.“ 


T was ſo confounded and pe: Sebel 
with this odd fcene, that I knew not 
what to ſay. Barbara cried, © What 


muſt we do?* And realiy, to ſee me 
ſtanding in amaze, any one would 


have concluded the blind man had really 
been my huſband. 

My pretended huſband's orders were 
punctually obeyed; the trunks were 
brought into my beds chamber, 


vant, whole whilkers terrified me, took 
out a night- -gown, undreſſed his maſter, 
and, 
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and, receiving his orders in his ear, laid 
the cloth; but not finding the key in the 
beaufet, without any ceremony made the 
lock fly, took what he wanted, and in 
every thing behaved as if he had been at 
home. 
this muſt have, and whether I was un- 
But, to go on. © 

Barbara, frightened as well as I at the 


man's whiſkers, and rough behaviour in 


forcing open the beaufet, began to call for 
help. Her cries awaked me out of the 
dumps, by making me reflect that ſhe 
would draw a crowd, whoſe judgment 
would be formed on appearance, and 
my ſuppoſed huſband's pretenhons : the 


deciſions of the populace are ſeldom 
guided by any thing elle, and generally 


favour the unfortunate. Daily expert- 
ence ſhews, the crowd will ſhed tears for 
a man on the ſcaffold, whom they have 
curſed during his proſperity, and con- 
demned without remorſe. 

After my pretended huſband had 
made a hearty breakfaſt, and allayed 
ſome of his ill-humour as well as his 
appetite, he deputed the terrible Swiſs 
to perſuade me to comply without com- 
pulſion; to prevent, as he ſaid, giving 
ſcandal. I had retired to my cloſer, 


and was conſidering how to diſperſe 


this cruel ſtorm. I could not tell what 
reply to make the medtator, being fo 
much terrified, that I was incapable of 
forming any reſolution. In this extre- 
mity I told his frightful envoy, that 
his maſter might act as he thought fit; 
but that neither his threats nor interet 

ſhould ever draw from me the foolith 


acknowledgment he required; that I 
could not imagine upon what grounds 
he had forged ſuch pretenſions, but did 


not doubt, in a few hours, to make him 
aſhamed of them, = 
The Swils, rolling his eyes very fu- 
riovſly at this anſwer, replied, in his 
broken language, We'll fee, we'll 
* ſce, whether you'll paſs this trick up- 
on us. Mine Goth! mine Goth!“ 
added he, by way of reflection, as he 
went out, * how deceitful are women! 
Woe betide thoſe who ſuffer them - 
ſelves to be fooled by them )' 
Heavens! cried I, after he was gone, 
what fate, what misfortunes purſue me! 
Was ever wretch thus overwhelmed | 
Sure ſuch adventures are reſerved for 
me alone !* Barbara came running 
to tell me the blind man was thrawing 
things about, and rummaging every cor- 


Mm $$ 


„ a a 


Let any one imagine what effect 


great a hazard. 
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ner as if it was his own. I aſked her 
what ſhe adviſed me to do, To 
© make your complaint,” anſwered ſhe; 
© to call in the neighbours, and demand 
© juſtice.” The advice was not amiſs 
where a perſon had no reaſons to be 
concealed ; but for me it was running too 
Vanity would not ſuf- 
fer me to declare who I was; belides, 
enquiry would be made why I changed 
my name. Not knowing, in fine, which 


way to turn myſelf, I heard the old 


marquis's coach ſtop at the door: I 
made no queſtion but his preſence and 
quality would relieve and free me from 
the terrible ſiege I underwent in myown 
houſe, I ſent my auntto acquaint him 
with what had happened, deſiring he 
would come into the cloſet, The 
Swils's whiixers carried too much ter- 
ror for me to tace, as I muſt have done 


had I gone to receive the marquis at the 


door. 

He was much ſurprized at the rela- 
tion, but could not forbear laughing at 
my perplexity. Really,” ſaid he, © the 

adventure is uncommon, Surely no 

one in his ſenſes ever was guilty of 

ſuch a piece of folly! Let me try ta 
open the blind man's eyes, at leaſt as 
to this affair, and fee whether he will 

take my word.“ 

After informing me of his deſign to 


A «aA NM M K _-a 


diſitpate the ſtorm, he went into my 
chamber, where my pretended huſband 


was (moaking his pipe. He enquired 
whether it was true, that, without rhyme 
or reaſon, he had taken poſſeſſion of a 
lady's apartment, whoſe rank was ſuch 
as not to ve inſulted by any one. 


The blind man, informed by his ſon 


what nobleman had entered the room, 


and judging it was him who ſpoke, an- 


ſwered with great reſpect, that he knew 
his diſtance too well to conteſt with the 
Marquis of L. V. but, at the ſame 
time, he believed him too equitable to 
condemn an unfortunate man unheard. 
« Certainly,” replied the marquis; but 
* if you will take my word, Sir, you 

may ſave yourſelf the trouble of proy- 
ing what I know to be impoſſible. I 
have known the lady from her child- 
hood, no circumitance of her life has 
eſcaped me; and am convinced ſhe ne- 
ver was your wife, whatever you al- 
ledge.'*—+* My lord,“ cried the blind 
man, interrupting him, *I find you are 
« prejudiced ; and, notwithſtanding all 
I can ſay, will not change vour opi . 
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nion. I ſhall not pretend to over-rule 
a perſon of your quality; but I am 
too well acquainted with the character 
of the Marquis of L. V. to appre- 
hend he will employ his power 1n ty- 
rannizing over an officer who has ſerved 
his prince, as his melancholy wounds 
witneſs; and all this to ſupport a wo- 
man whole behaviour ſhews her void 
of virtue and honour. Yours, my 
lord, will prevail with you to remain 
neuter in the diſpute, Law and evi- 
dence ruſt decide it: I beg you will 
permit me to have recourſe to them, 
and in the mean time to remain where 
I know I ought to be maſter, and 
whence nobody ſhall drive me without 
paying dearly for it. I have the mis- 
fortune to be deprived of my eye- ſight, 
but my heart is full good.“ 
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The marquis was ſatisfied from what 


he heard, that I did not exaggerate the 
man's obſtinacy: he was ſo ſurprized, 
that he remained ſilent for ſome mo- 
ments. It was doubtleſs in conſidera- 


tion of the name of officer, which the 


blind man tock upon him, and which 
carries ſome reſpect, that the marquis 
did not proceed to extremities. * Is 
© there no way, Sir,“ continued the 
marquis, to compromiſe the matter 
for the preſent ? In caſe you are real- 
ly her huſband, ſhe muſt comply: you 
will always have it in your choice to 
live with her; and it would be in vain 
to endeavour to prevent it, when once 
you have proved your title; but, till 
that is put beyond diſpute, you can- 
not inſiſt upon living with her, if ſhe 
diſclaims you for a huſband, What 
J have to propoſe, and I think would 
be very proper, 1s, that you would 
accept of 7 

till the affair be ended, I flatter my- 
ſelf, neither of you can object againſt 
this, nor do I ſee what you can do 
better on the occaſion.* !“! 

The propoſal ſeemed very reaſonable; 
but we had to do with a headſtrong 
man, who would not eaſily yield. I 
am exceedingly concerned,? replied 
he, that my honour will not permit 
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© me to accept of your favourable pro- 


poſal. I ſhould ipjure myſelf very 
much, if I abated the Ieaſt tittle of 
my pretenſions: my wife is young 
and handiome ; you take her part. 
This may occaſion ſome talk that 
will not be agiccabie to me; and I 
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his company. 


an apartment in my houſe 
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© am not in a humour * Nay, this 
is too much, ' cried the marquis, pro- 
voked to find himſelf fo unreaſonably 
contradicted, and nettled at this fly in- 
linvation, * Since you perſiſt in not 
© hearing reaſon,” ſaid the nobleman, 
very ſternly, © you muſt be convinced 
© that you are wrong, Fetch me a 
* commiſlary ; his preſence, perhaps, 
© may have more weight; and acquaint 
* im I deſire he will favour vs with 
We will fee whether 
© he will nut take my word with regard 
* to this lady.“ Saying this, he pre- 


ſented his hand, and led me into an- 


other room, telling me, with a (mile, to 
make myſelf eaſy, and that I ſhould 
ſoon be divorced from my pretended 
huſband. | 

This odd affair opened a whole field 
cf raillery, * Had you been really 
married,“ ſaid the marquis, this 
would never have happened. Do not 
you think you would have been finely 
catched, if Madam Juſtice, who fre- 
quently blunders, ſhould have con- 
demned you to ſpend your days with 
this amiable blind man ?'—* Ah, my 
lord!“ cried I, interrupting him, 
do not name it; I would ſooner die 
than comply with ſuch a ſentence, 
Believe me, I have taken an averſion, 
I know not why, to the man ; I mean 
ſuch an averſion as I never experienced 
before.“ You would love him not- 
withſtanding,” replied the marquis, 
if once he was adjudged to be your 
huſband. Do not you know that 
marriage creates love ?'—" Perhaps 
ſo," replied I, laughing very beartily, 
if ſuch a whimſical union was in due 
form; but conſider, if you pleaſe, 
that in living with this terrible officer, 
inſtead of being his wife, I ſhould 
very innocently be his miſtreſs, and 
the more to be pitied, inaſmuch . 
That would be the jeſt,* cried the 
marquis, laughing exceſſively; you 
« would be his miſtrets; and, knowing 
© that to be the caſe, you would be 
© obliged by law to behave like a duti- 
© ful wife.“ 5 

A ſervant, who brought word the 
commiſſary was come, put an end ta 
the converſation, Being introduced, 
he ſeemed ſurprized at the affair, and 
told the marquis very plainly, he could 
not take cognizance of it; that being 
an interior magiſtrate, he could only 


Proceed 
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proceed by way of repreſentation, not 
by juriſdiction ; terms I did not then 
underſtand. He added, that he could 
not employ force, unleſs it were in caſe 
of ſcandal or violence. Neither did he 
ſtop there; but ſaid likewiſe, that no- 
thing was more natural than tor a huſ- 
band to live with his wife, and that it 
would be very ridiculous for a commiſ- 
ſary to turn a man out of his own houſe, 
unleſs it was proved as clear as light 
that he was an impoſtor; and that even 
then, he could not pretend to determine 
the affair, but only execute the orders of 
his ſuperiors. 

© That is as much as to y Mr. 
Commiſſary, ' cried the marquis, tak- 
ing him up very ſhort, „that if this 


« impoſtor ſhould. inſiſt upon what his 


pretended wife cannot agree to, and 


ſulpenſe, what would you have the 
lady do, if her perſecutor would not 
be refuſed? Would you have her, 
though ſhe be not his wite, obey an 
imaginary tie; and, in fine, comply : 28 
— I do not tay ſo neither, replicd the 
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| arte in ſome contulion, IJ un 


der ſtand— Very little, replied 
the marquis. * I ſce I muit be at the 
trouble of going myſelf, to one who 
will teach you vour duty on the like 
occaſions, ſince you are at a Jois 
what to do. In the mean time, Sir, 
I defire you will ay with the lady, to 
prevent any inſult during my abſence. 
Jam going to Mouſigur Dc ——, and 
will be back inttanily.” | 
The commilſary was not a little ſur- 
prized at the marquis's reſolution, and 
manner of explaining bimfelt ; but ſtill 
he perſiſted in his opinion, Ie told me 
that he ſaw no other expedient than for 
me to go to ſome friend's hause till 
the affair was determined. This pro- 
polal provoked me fo much, that | did 
not vouchſafe him any anſwer, I placed 
myſelf at the window, muling on my 
misfortunes till the marquis's return: 
any ove will imagine 1 did not want for 
matter. 

It ſeldom happens, but that in the 
midſt of vexations fome moments of 
comfort intervene, Such I eltcemed a 
letter which was brought me from! 
licourt. I ſhould have been cru-ily 
perplexed to have received it in the 014 


marquis's preſence, 2s the contents will 
ſhew, 
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appeals to you, you would refuſe to 
act; but, while the affair remained in 
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6 I Loſe not a minute, Mademoiſelle, 

© in making you ealy : the incloſed 
willexplainitſelf better than any thing 
I can ſay, and I ſhonld blame myſelf 
for taking up a time ſo precious, by 
delaying the ſatisfacton I am perfuad- 
ed you are going to receive. This 
night I fet out, and at my return in- 
tend myſelf the honour of waiting on 
you with an account of my journey, 
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demoitelle, KS | 
Your, &c.“ 


Let the reader imagine my tranſports. 


A letter from the young marquis! I 


opened it with great eagerneſs. It was 
as follows. | 


C N O words can expreſs my gratt- 
* tide, my lovely Jenny: how 
1 [ deſerved the conſideration you 
thus ſhew me? Could I even flatter 
e with tuch a thought, after the 
ruel injuſtice 1 committed? Nothing 
leſs than death ought to expiate my 
offence: if he withold his hand, it is 
to ſnare a life you value, and give me 
an opportunity of receiving your par- 
don. 
© The uſe I ſhall make of future 
days, as I owe them to you, will be 
no other than what will contribute to 
make yon happy. I wait my reco- 
very, and the end of the campaign, 
with impatience, that I may make you 
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© not live without you. 


TE Marquis OFL,V, 


© Beundernoconcern for my wound; 
Jam alured of a compleat cure in 
you was a ſovereign balm, whoſe ex- 
cellence {till has it's effect. Meli- 
court, tor whom 1 have a cordial af- 
tection, will acquaint you with my 
ſentiments, Adieu, my charmer! 
though my weakneſs will not ſuffer 


peaks a thouland times more than 1 
write. 


« From the camp Rf I, 


One moment's joy buries in oblivion 
all pait tutferings. Mine was compleat, 
ariling flom tre aflurances my dear mar- 
quis gave me of his affections, At that 
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I am, with the greateſt reſpect, Ma- 


mine, and declare to my father I can- 


eight days. The joy ot hearing from 


me to explain mylelf more at large, 
my heart makes ample amends, and 
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Inſtant IJ vowed an unalterable paſhon 
and inviolable fidelity. It ſeemed as if 
the letter was ſent expreſsly io ſupport 
me againſt the violent attacks that were 
coming on. I ſtood on the brink of the 
greateſt trial I could poſſibly undergo, 
and which would require all my re{o- 
lution. 
I was muſing very agreeably on the 
hapoineſs I had greater reaſon than ever 
to expect from theſe laſt aſſurances, 
when I heard the marquis's coach at 
the door: J made no doubt but that he 
came to free me from my pretended buſ- 
band. I was not miſtaken ; he was fol- 


lowed by a perſon, with proper orders, 


who immediately notified them to the 
blind man. * I find intereſt has been 
made, cried he upon hearing them, 
£ and I muſt ſubmit; but there are laws 
© in force, and we'll fee whether 1t 1s 
« allowable in a perfidious women to 
© expe] her huſband,* Nobody making 
any anſwer, he hurried on his cloaths 


and retired, (wearing that in a few hours 


I thovid hear from him again. The 
perſon intruſted with the orders to oblige 
him to withdraw, adviſed him in a po- 
Jite manner not to carry things to an 
extremity, for that this was not a coun- 
try to countenance violent means, The 
blind man only ſhook his head; and as 
he went out, charged his valet with the 
whiſkers to take notice of the houſe, 
that at his return there might be no 
miſtake. 

_ My deliverance from this man afford- 
ed me no ſmall ſatisfaction. I muſt 
own he had occaſioned a great deal of 
uneaſineſs, and without the ſeaſonable 


relief I received, I muſt have abandon- 


ed my lodgings, This had been very 
hard; but there would have been no 
other remedy. The account J have 
given of the adventure ſhews he was 
nota man to be eaſily beat out of his 
quarters. 

It was paſt dinner-time before ] was 
miſtreſs of my o«n apartment. The 
marquis very politely d&cfired to dine 
with me; but my con{ternation had 
deen ſo great, that | had not given any 
"orders on that head. I went into the 
kitchen, and preſenily remedied my for- 
getfulneſs. At Paris, money provides 
a dinner in a moment, if ene knows the 
method of it, Eut to return to the old 
meiquis. 

1 found him fo buried in thought, 
that he ſcarce law me enter the room, 


COUNTRY MAID, 
© Good God!” cried I, mimicking his 


penſive poſture, which awakened him 
and made him ſmile, © you are mightily 
„taken up with yourſelt “ Not fo 
much as you imagine,” replied he; 
© I had called a council with my heart, 
* and you preſided. I have great de- 

* ſigns in your behalf, Jenny, and you 
© have it in your power to be one of the 
* happieſt of women; but ſincerity, diſ- 
© cretion, and ſecreſy, are requiſfne, I 
e read in your eyes an impatience to 
© know my meaning. I ſhall not keep 
you long in ſuſpenſe. Let us dine; 
© after which we will ſhut ourſelves up 
© and diſcourſe at leiſure.“ He changed 
his ſubject upon this, which made me 


imagine he deſigned to inform me by de- 


grees of what might ſurprize me, and 
what, ſure enough, I had no reaſon to 
expect; nevertheleſs, I am apt to think 
there was as much backwardneſs as po- 
licy in the delay. On ſome occaſions, 
timorouſneſs and ſhame guard the ſou! 
againſt deluding ſentiments; ſevere rea- 
ſon employs ſuch means in reftraining 
it, and ſometimes with ſucceſs, from 
giving a looſe to our appetites. 

Alter dinner the marquis deſired, that 
if any one came, I would give orders 

to lay I was not at home, that we might 

not be interrupted, This precaution 
being taken, he drew near, and addreil- 
ed me in the following words, 

If I were lefs convinced than | 
really am, my deaieft Jenny, of you 
© virtue, I ſhould not have taken a re- 
* {olution of the greateſt conſequence 11 
life. But I am ſo well ſatisfied as to 
© that particular, as to be determined 
© to beſtow upon you a rank and for- 
tune far ſuperior 10 your birth, and 
* wirich you had no reaſon to expect; 
© but that deficiency never occaſioned a 
« moment's heſitatiop, for I look up- 
on birth but as an introduction to the 
© main buſinels, our conduct in life; 
and when the former is diſtinguiſhed, 
* and our manne:s fall ſhort of it's 
© ſplendor, it only ſerves to render thoſe 
© more infamous, who, if I may be al- 
* lowed the expreſſion, fail to make 

© good the engagements under which 
c they entered this world. If ſach are 
« my ſentiments in regard of tholc 
Who, being born to give great exam - 
ple, degenerate 7 a' vicious con- 
duct, I extol to the very heavens all 

6 (el who, ſhaking off the droſs df a 
mean extraction, adorn themſe]ve3 
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© with the rays of virtue, and ſhine 
bright in the paths of probity and 
* honour. This is the nobility I adopt, 
and even prefer it to the royal ma- 
© jeſty of crowned heads. 25 

© In you, my dear Jenny, I have 
found this virtue, theſe ſentiments, 
this honour, which I ſo much adore ; 
I could not behold them united to fo 
many charms, without defiring to be 
allied to them. I am ſenſible that 
cuſtom runs againſt my maxims, and 
that, among the nobility, mzan al- 
liances are ſeldom pardoned, I muſt 
expect to be pointed at, to have con- 
jectures raiſed; and even, if I ſuffer 


preventing, to be diſappointed, and 
undergo not only remonſtrances, but 
the interpoſition of a ſuperior autho- 
rity, Upon this account (and there 
is tos much reaſon to apprehend it) 
I mult employ ſecreſy to compaſs my 
aim. A little time will ſuffice for the 
execution, Provided we agree, we 
ſhall eaſily carry our point. 
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my own maſter, and accountable to 
nobody. An only ſon I have, who 


till J had ſounded him. I have his 
approbation. He tells me, my en- 


ſioned the greateſt tranſports. It is 
true, I did not name the perſon; but 
here is his letter: you know the hand; 
ſee whether his duty does not equal 
my tenderneſs.” | 
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The marquis, taking a letter out of 


his pocket, the hand- writing of which T 
| preſently knew, gave it me to read. I 
opened it with great emotion, not being 
able as yet to divine the meaning of 
* what I had heard. I flattered myſelf 
| that it favoured my ſentiments. The 
ſequel will ſhew whether I was miſtak- 
en. The letter was as follows. 


© MY LoR D, 


f C I Received, with the greateſt grati- 


| « tude, the marks of the confidence 
© you are pleaſed to repoſe in me; and 


| 6 though you had thought fit to have 


| © atted otherwiſe, I ſhould have had the 
| 5 ſame reſpect for the perſon in whoſe 
| © favour you are determined. I fin- 
* cerely ſhare in the happineſs you pro- 


my deſign to take air before it he paſt 


© I believe, after what I have ſaid to 
you, my deſign is obvious. I am 


cheriſhes me as much as I love him. 
I deferred breaking my mind to you 


truſting him with the affair occa- 
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© pole to yourſelf, and ſhall be over. 
c joyed to be a witneſs of it. I am, 
© with reſpect, my lord, 


s Your, &c,? 


This letter ſpecified nothing, yet 
ſeemed to ſtrengthen my prepoſſeſſion. 
J fancied, with ſome reaſon, I was the 
chief perſon concerned. It will be evi 
dent that every circumſtance contributed 
to lead me into a miſtake. 

Having read the letter, I returned it 
to the marquis, ſaying, there was no 


need of any ſuch 1 to convince me 
for him. Excuſe 


of his ſon's reſpe 
me, ' replied the old nobleman, *© they 
may ſerve to ſhew you the regard L 
have for what belongs to me: how- 
ever, as I perceive you do not entire- 
ly comprehend me, let me farther ex- 
plain my good intentions; they tend 
to give you a rank in the world, and 
convince you how great a ſhare you 
have in my eſteem. But to prevent 
any miſtake on your ſide, know, 
charming Jenny, that notwithſtand- 


clinations, I have reſolved with my- 
ſelf, you ſhall in a ſhort time be Mar- 
chioneſs of L. V.“ 5 

Theſe laſt words appeared to me fo 
deciſive, and conformable to what I had 
ſo long deſired, that, penetrated with a 
grateful ſenſe, I threw myſelf at the 
old marquis's feet. I was ſo ſurprized 
and aſtoniſhed at a conſent I had fo lit- 
tle reaſon to expect, that I wanted words 
to exprels my acknowledgments. © How 


| © well pleaſed am I, my dear child,? 


ſaid the old marquis, taking me up, to 
* diſcover, by the tranſport I have oc- 


caſioned, that what I now do for you 
© ſuits with your inclinations! I have 
© long heſitated, I muſt own, before I de- 


* clared my intentions. My mind miſe 
gave me, that your paſſion for my 


your heart would not eaſily comply 
with my defires: but I cught to have 


thence aſſumed hopes of ſucceſs. The 
leſs reaſon I had to expect ſo favour- 
able a reception, the greater impreſ- 
ſion your manner of complying makes 
in my breaſt, For my part, I ſhall 
behave in ſuch a manner, . that you 


on my ſide, I have complaiſance and 
good humour, far ſurpaſſing ſuch a 
| £4 6 frie 
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ing the reaſons which oppoſed my in- 


ſon might prove an obſtacle, and that 


conſidered your diſcretion, and from 


will own, though I have not youth 
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© frivolous advantage; for neither that, 
© nor beauty, make a woman happy; 
* it is the temper, it is good ſenſe, that 
effect it, as every day's experience 
© evinces,” 8 

How it ſhould be poſſible for me thus 
to remember what the marquis ſaid on 
this occaſion, I cannot conceive; for ſo 
overwhelmed was I at what I heard, 
ſo confounded at his defign of marry- 


ing me, and ſo territied concerning what 


anſwer to make, that I could not utter 
a ſingle word. To approve of his pro- 
poſal, and diſſemble my own inclina- 
tions, would only give him greater au- 
thority over me, and haſten my deſtiny: 
in refuſiug the honour for ill-concerted 
reaſons, and not acknowledging my 
averſion, what riſque did I not run? 
Doubtleſs, the nobleman muſt be great= 
ly enamoured, to retolve on ſuch an un- 
equal match! Was it not natural to 
expect, after the advances he had made, 
that he would come to extremities, ra- 
ther than be diſappointed, and revenge 
a denial from ſo mean a perſon, too 


much honoured in the propoſal ? My 


troubled mind repreſented the behaviour 
of the ſon on this fatal occaſion. Would 


not he be made accountable for my 


yefuſal ? Might it not be allo cxpeted 
that, to puniſh both the lover and his 


miltreſs, he would take care to ſeparate 


them ſo, as they ſhould never ſee each 
other mote? This thought determined 
my anſwer. 5 

© You lee, my lord, the confuſion and 
« perplexity I am in, ſaid I ec the mar- 
quis, ſtriving io command my covnte- 
nance, Alas! who could avoid being 
ſo in my ſituation? * Do I hear aright, 
cor is it not an illuſion? Shall a country 
c girl, with no other recommendation 
© than her virtue and a ſmall ſhare of 
© heauty, marry a nobleman of your 
* rank ? Give me leave to call it in 
« queſtion z he underttands himſeif too 


me ell. 11 have alieady told you,“ 


replied the old marquis, with ſome im- 
patience, * that virtue with me ſu: paſſes 
birth and fortune, and to that you 
c muſt aſcribe what I have determined 
© jn your favour. Why, theo, ſhould 
you doubt a thing, of which I give lo 
evident a proof? Youare not the only 
© one, Jenny, whom Fortune has thus 
4 favoured, and will not he the laſt. 


Men of greater diltinAtion than myſelf I devoured my ſighs, and only waited 

c have furviſhed examples of it: but I an opportunity to give them full ſcope. 

Tie chaiſe in which the marquis was 
| 6500 


« have this advantage, I barely do juſ- 
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tice to merit; a reaſon not only ſuf. 
ficient in itſelf, but warrantable to the 
world: whereas others, in breaking 
through received cuſtoms, have been 
influenced by their whims, or drawn 
in by their paſſions; neither of which 
are pardonable.” | 
Whatever I could alledge, was an- 
ſwered with fo much ſtrength of reaſon 
by the marquis, that it was impoſſible 
to maintain the evaſion any longer which 
diſimulation ſuggeſted ; happiiy he tur. 
nifhed 6 a pretence, which 
I greedily catched at. It was neceſſary, 
as he propoſed, to regulate matters, that 
the intended wedding ſhould be kept 
private for ſame time. This he ima- 
gined not very feaſible, by realon of the 
court's being ſo near, and his own nu- 
merous retinue: if it ſhould be done at 
any of his ſeats, he had too large an ac- 
quaintance to prevent it's taking air, 
* Suppole it ſhould be deferred, {aid 1, 
very naturally, till the King takes ſome 
journey. Your employment obliges 
you to accompany the court, and ail 
your ſervants mult follow you of 
courſe : you may pretend urgent at- 
fairs call you to Paris, and bring a- 
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ſhall be in readineſs for the ceremony, 
which, being over, you may inſtantly 
return, and appear at the levee as if no- 
thing had happened. As to me, I 
ſnall continue in the ſame way of 
life as uſual, till you judge proper to 
own your marriage. In acting thus, 
I do not apprehend you run any ha- 
zard, or is your ſecret liable to be dit- 
covered.” © | | 

The marquis thought my propoſal ſo 
well concerted, that taking me in his 
arms, he applauded it. Your wit and 
© good ſenſe, ſaid he, are not inferior 
© to your charms: my ardent vows ate 
© accompliſhed in ſuch an invaluable 
* acquiſition.” Every thing that polite- 
neſs could ſuggeſt was betiowed on me. 
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The remaining part of the day was 


ſpent in ordering the future wedding. 
1 came readily into every thing he pro- 
poſed on that ſubje& : finer projects, 
ſure enough, were never laidout, We 
talked of nothing but rejoicings, equi— 
pages, and grandeur. He thought o 
pleaſe me by this pompous parade; but 
alas! how different were my thoughts! 


way one truſty domeſtick: every thing - 
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to return to Verſailles, being at the door, 
took his leave of me with a deep ſigh. 
Ho ſhall I ſuffer,” ſaid he, during 
theſe eight days of abſence, my charm- 


ing Jenny! May I hope you will ſome 


* times beftow a thought on one in 
© whoſe mind you are ever preſent ?* I 
returned the beſt anſwer J was able to 
ſo many marks of his affection; and, as 


nothing is eaſier than to impoſe on a man 


in love, he went away fully contented, 

The moment I was alone, I ſhut my- 
felf up in my cloſet; the buſineſs was to 
come to a reſolution without loſs of 
time, My ancient Jover was too deeply 


ſmitten to wait long: I did not even 


dare to depend on the delay which rea- 
ſon had extorted from him, He might 
change his mind the next minute, carry 


me to one of his feats, and hazard a di- 


covery to gratify his paſſion. When 


people of a certain age make a falte ſtep, 


they generally come to extremes. 

I bethought myſelf of the pretence 
under which I had aſſiſted my parents, 
and imagined it would afford me a fate 
and honourable retirement. Since my 
father and mother had not diſcovered me, 
it was highly probable ſtrangers would 


not be quicker ſighted: beſides, my way 


| of lite ſhould be lo retired, as to prevent 
| any troubleſome adventure or dilcovery 
of my retreat. It was highly neceſſary 
E to conceal ſuch a ſtep from the old mar- 
quis; for, after my flight was known, I 
| muſt expect the utmoſt effects of his 
lage, as he would be juſtly exaſpe- 


rated to meet with ſuch a return for all 


bis favours and convincing proofs of 
his affection. From love to hatred is a 
common change, eſpecially when at- 
| tended with deſpair, | 

| This place ſeemed fitteſt for my pur- 
| poſe, becauſe our village was the laſt 
place in the world to ſearch for me. I 
bad been ſo long ablent, and there were 
ſo many ſpecious reaſons againſt my re- 
turning thither, that I applauded wy- 
elf a thouſand times for making ſuch a 
choice. Be that as it will, the deſign 
gave me great content, and I had no 
© looner formed it, but I thought of the 
means of putting it into execution. I 
concluded, that what I ought to do firſt, 
was to write the young marquis word 
of his father's deſign, my behaviour on 
| the occaſion, and the retirement I had 
| choſe, I told him, that in expeRation of 
7 Heaven's:appointin g me {ome ſettlement, 
vas going to preferye a heart which 
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ever ſhould be entirely his. I comforted 
him on occaſion of our diſappointments, 
and begged him to imitate my reſolution 


in the vexations we might ſtill meet with, 
In a word, I poured out my heart in this 


letter, whoſe length took up beſt part of 


the night, In writing to a perſon be- 
loved, one never has {aid enough, and 
the time employed in it ſlips away in- 
ſenſibly. By 5 

J was ſo fatigued when I finiſhed my 
epiſtle, that I was obliged to go to bed; 
I ſtarted ſeveral times out of my ſleep, 
fancying the old marquis was come with 
a deſign to carry me into the country, 
and conclude the cruel marriage, My 


imagination was fo diſturbed, that it run 


on nothing elſe. 

The firſt thing I did in the morning, 

after recommending myſelf and affairs 
to Heaven, was writing to Saint Fal: 
my obligation to him made it an indiſ- 
prone duty, The contents of my 
etter were much the ſame with what [I 
wrote to the marquis. Could I do leſs 
for fo ſincere and tender a friend? I was 
ſo happy a few days after as to give him 
ſome proofs of my friendſhip; but of 
that in its proper place. 

Juſt as Barbara returned from the 
poſt, two meſſengers, on very different 
errands, came to me. The firſt was 
from the old marquis, with a letter and 


a baſket, The letter was filled with the 


ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his tenderneſs, 
and the batket contained a rich toilette, 
with all it's appurtenances of gilt plate: 
in one of the ſquares I found five hun- 
dred louis d'ors. But before I mention 
my ſentiments concerning this rich pre- 
ſent, I mult ſay ſomething of the ſecond 
meſſenger. Es 

A broad-ſhonldered man, with a 


ſharp noſe and a black wig, gave me a 


paper full of ſcrawls, which was all 
Hebrew to me. I deſired him to read it. 
He ſaid, not to trouble me with law- 
terms, it was a ſummons to appear be- 
fore the judges there named, in order to 
acknowledge Monſieur Stephen Des Ro- 


ches, &c. as my huſband, or to prove 


the contrary; failing which, he was 


impowered to ſeize my perſon wherever 
'The time tor ap-“ 


he could find me. 
pearing was three days after the date, 
at two in the afternoon, &c. 

I was aſtoniſhed at the blind man's 
obſtinacy in perſiſting io have me for a 
wife. I told the tipitaff I ſhould act 
as I ſaw proper. Upon which he left 

| Ft2 me, 
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Journey. 


any longer. 


me, ſaying, that the plaintiff was in 
the right to lay claim to me, for I was 
well worth the coſts of ſuit. 

Another reaſon, any one may ſee, 
for leaving Paris, and which admitted 
of no delay. Accordingly I began the 
ſame day to pack up what I intended 
to carry with me, deſigning to leave the 
care of it to M. Melicourt, who had 
endeared himſelf to me by the late 
proof he gave me of bis readineſs to 
ſerve me, which I ſhall ever remember. 

In two days I was prepared for my 
I had a letter ready to inform 
him, at his arrival, where I was gone, 
and my motives for retiring. 1 begged 
of him to forward the things I had 

acked up, and direct them to Madame 

e Mainville. 1 had ſuffered too much 
already by the other name, to go by it 
I intended to ſurprize my 
aunt, to prevent any accident, and 


not acquaint her with the place to which 
I was going, leſt her great joy ſhould 


— 


make any diſcoveries. In all Reps of 
this nature, too much precaution can- 
not be uſed; and the beſt way 1s to 


keep one's own ſecrets; eſpecially with 


regard to ſervants, who generally are 
not over diſcreet, | 
The preparations for my journey had 


fatigued me ſo very much, that I was 


going to bed when I heard ſome horſe 
ſtop at the door. I looked out of the 
window, and found it was Melicourt, 


How much was I overjoyed, in the 


circumſtances I was in, let any one 
judge. Iran to meet him. Youcould 
4 not have come, ſaid I, at a more 


„ ſeaſonable time; a few hours later I 


© had been gone.” He was much ſur- 
prized at this, and enquired very ear- 
neſtly what was my motive. But I was 
too impatiem to hear what he had to 
fay himſelf, to give him the ſatisfaQion 
he required, and therefore begged he 
would yield to my importunity. The 
marquis was become ſo dear to me, that 


every thing elſe muſt give place. Me- 


licourt ſmiled at my eagerne!'s, c He 


1 deferves it all,“ ſaid he: you have 


$ in him the pheenix of lovers; and he, 
on his ſide, owes his life to you, 
s His caſe was deſperate when I ar- 
« rived, Hearing from you, drew him 
s out of a deep melancholy, which, 


joined to his wounds, mutt have ſoon 


« brovght him to his grave; but, as 
5 ſoon as he was acquainted with the 
s oecalion of my journey, he appeared 
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© another man, Weak as he was, lic 
© would read your letter himſelf. What 
© tranſports of joy did he not ex. 
* preſs upon my occaſion! . M. Me. 
et licourt,”* ſaid he, “ how ſhall 1 ſhew 
“ you my gratitude for this ſingular 
46 piece of ſervice? Do you know that 
the precious treaſure you brought me 
& has reſtored my life? —The charm- 
“ ing creature!” cried he. What 
% concern! what tenderneſs! what a 
6 revenge has ſhe taken of my ground- 
5 leſs ſuſpicion, thus to give me con- 
“ vincing proofs of the ſincereſt af. 
«& feftion ! Such generous and endear- 
tt ing proceedings ſhall never be forgot. 
« Acquaint her with this; and that, 
*« when recovered, nothing ſhall be left 
* undone to compleat our mutual hap. 
6“ pineſs,” 8 „ 
* The little time I remained with 
© him, Mademoiſelle, continued Me-. 
licourt, © his whole diſcourſe ran upon 
* nothing elſe. He deſigned to have 
« diſpatched Dubois to make you ealy ; 
© but finding I intended to return im- 
* mediately, he entruſted me with his 


© commands, which I eſteem a great 


© honour; and the more pleaſed, as I 


am ſenſible I may depend on his in- 
© tereſt; for which, Mademoiſelle, I am 


* beholden to you, and it is of too great 
* conſequence not to attach me for ever 
* to your fervice,” _— 
After we had diſcourſed, Melicovrt 
and I, a long time concerning the mar. 
quis, I informed him of all that had hap. 
pened, and what I was forced to dc 
He approved of my conduct, adding, 
that when my lover knew the ſacrifice | 
made to him, he would be overjoyed 


As to the old nobleman, I ſhewed h : 


rich preſent to Melicourt, acquaintir 
him with the perplexity I was in on the 
account, and my reſolution of return 
ing it. Buy no means,' cried Mel 


court very baſtily ; if you will tak 
my advice, yon may employ it much 
better. The young marquis has com. 
miſſioned me to take up money fo 
him in Paris, his campaign having 

= 
being ſufficient, the greateſt ſerviiſih 
you can do would be to ſupply hin 


conſumed ail his ready money; ani 
the remittances from his father n( 


« Seize this occaſion, which ſeems di 
* fizned to give you an opportunity | 
* obliging him with great delicacy.” M. 


licqurt's propoſal appeared ſo charmin 
that I embraced it very joyfully, Ev: 
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if T had not had the money by me, I 


would have fold every individual thing 


as a proof of my tend-rneſs, I gave 
the five hundred lovis-d'ors to Meli- 
court, who undertook to remit them to 
my lover; and, by the ſale of my 
moveables, received more than ſufficient 
to make up the ſum again. As to the 


toilette, I left it entire in a cheſt of 


drawers; and, after concerting with 
Melicourt, wrote the following letter 


to the old marquis, to Jet him know, 


that though I could not comply with 


Phat he required, I was not wanting in 


point of gratitude, nor undeſerving of 


his favours by my behaviour. 


6 ] Shovld be very ungrateful, my 
© lord, if I retired without ac- 
E quainting you of it, and my motives 
© for ſo doing. Your title to the affec- 
tions of a woman to whom you have 
thus behaved, is too clear to be diſ- 
puted, as the honour of being yours 
is too great not. to merit all the dut 


and love a wife can be capable of. 


After weighing with the greateſt at- 
tention your propoſals, I find my 
heart affords nothing more in your 
regard than refpet and gratitude, 
But as this is not enough, nor is it in 


the deficiency to be fo great, that I 
am not worthy the honour of being 
your wife, With theſe ſentiments J 
retire to expiate my misfortune, but 
ſhall ever be mindful of the obliga- 
tions I have received. Excuſe, here- 
fore, my conduct on this occaſion, as 


it is ſuitable to the probity on Which 


I value myſelf, and the ſentiments of 
reſpe& and eſteem with which I ſhall 
ever be, my lord, ws 
| 6 Your, &e. 


© P. S. J received with very grateful 
* ſentiments the magnificent toilettę 
© you was pleaſed to beſtow upon me. 
£ I durſt nat return it, for fear of dif- 
© obliging you; neither did I think 
s proper to carry it with me, conſidering 
© the ſtep I have taken: I have left it 
£ in the drawers belonging to my bed- 
© chamber. The perſon in whoſe care 
6 I have left my affairs, will bring it 
£ to you, my lord, whenever you pleaſe 
6 to give your orders, with the money 
s it contains, I repeat my proteſtations 


of reſpeR and gratitude, and ſhall con- 


thought. 


c 

6 

- 

C 

6 

c 

6 conſcience for it, in the affection I 
© have taken to you. 
[ 

6 

* 
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© tinually offer up my vows for your 
precious life. 


It was very lucky for me that Meli- 
court was returned; his aſſiſtance was 
very ſerviceahle: ſo that in leſs than half 
a day, every thing was ready for my 
journey, We agreed that he ſhould re- 
mam in my apartment till the marquis 
and Saint Fal had anſwered my letters, 
that ſuch as came in the mean time might 
be taken care of, Every thing being 
fixed, I ſet out the next day at four in 
the morning, after I had agreed with 
Melicour: that he ſhould write from time 


to time an account of what paſſed in my 


abſence, 
Behold me once more a wandering 
fugitive, ignorant of what was to fol- 
low ſo many troubles I had undergone, 
All my palt lite preſented itſelf to my 
imagination, and plunged me into deep 
© What, always thinking!“ 
ſaid my good aunt, always melan- 
choly! Muſt I never ſee an end of 
your afflictions? They muſt certainly 
© be very great, not to allow you @' 
© moment's reſpite. It 1s true, if you 
© were really in want, or did not know 
where to go, I would not be angry 
* with you; but, Heaven be praiſed! 
© that is not your caſe, Far from run- 
© ning away in debt, you have left good 
effects behind you, which you may 
© have again when you pleaſe, It is 
© not ſo with me, Heaven knows 1* 
ontinued Barbara with a deep ſigh ; 
after twenty years ſervice, what have 
I laid up? Heretofore I was not in 
ſo good a place, indeed, as yours, 
where I want for nothing ; but then, 
you mult own I pay dear enough in 


Do not you be- 
lieve, every time I ſee you in tears and 
affliction, I am vexed to the heart? 
and, indeed, how can it be otherwiſe, 
on ſuch an occaſion ?* | 

* Things will mend,“ anſwered I 


very mildly, my friend; do not be caſt 
down, the country air will make me 


© cheartul.'—" Are we going to live in 
the country ?* cried Barbara, over. 
joyed. Heaven be praiſed! I ſhall be 
s happy. What! ſee the fields, the 
* ſun riſe; hear the lark and the night- 
© ingale, and ſpin at the door? What 


© a bleſſing! And I ſhall hear no more 


the rattling of coaches, and all the 
| | 5 hurlye 
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© hurly-burly we leave behind us! Af- 
® ter all, your Paris is a hell upon 
earth, To be ſhut up om morning 
till night, like a nun in a cloiſter; to 
be always in dread of thieves and 


© 
4 
© gakes;z to be hunched, or thrown 
o 


down at every ſtep one takes; or have 
* the tiles, or a chamber-pot, about 
one's ears! Oh, Madam, I am quite 
* tranſported! And when ſhall we get 
« thither?'— T'o-morrow,” anſwered I 
with a ſmile, knowing how ſhe would 
rejoice, * we ſhall lie at your village.“ 
I had no ſooner named the word, but 
Barbara ſhouted aloud, At our vile 
4 lage!' cried the, © after which my 
4 bowels have fo long yearned? Ah, 
© my dear miſtreſs, continued ſhe, with 
tears of joy, © it was Heaven iteif that 
© put ſuch a thought in your head; tor 
you have pitched upon the molt 
charming place on earth. Aye, your 
Paris, with all it's finery, is not to 
be compared with 1t; there you will 
breathe wholeſome freſh air; you will 
be a little queen among them. Lite- 
likins! how you will be admired } 
they will all croud to {ee you, I war- 
rant you. And how the curate will 
raiſe his voice at the preface when you 
appear! for, let me tell you, he is no 
clown, and keeps the belt company; 
nay, in my tine, they could not tell 
what to do without him at the 
caftle.” 
Barbara was ſo tranſported at this un- 
tooked-for happineſs, that ſhe talked of 
nothing elle all the journey. I would 
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not fend a meſſeuger before, as I once 
intended, from the firit day's journey, 


becauſe my father bad wrote to Barbara 
a few days before I fet out: he ac- 
quainted her that all my commiſſions 


were executed, and that I might come 


whenever I pleaſed 3 that my chamber 
Was ready, well furniſhed, and every 
thing, he hoped, to my liking, This 
letter had greatly contributed to deter- 
mine me in regard of the place. A 
certain indolence I had contracted, in- 
cimed to the fide on which J found the 
leaſt trouble, and I was pleaſed that 
care was over. 
tuates us to lazinefs; which, when 
once indulged, colts very dear to be 
overcome. | 


The fight of our ſteeple. created in 


me a #ecret joy, though attended with 
ſome aneatine;s that 1 could not com- 
mand. As tor Babara, ſhe was 19 


Eaſe inſenſibly habi- 
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raptures. There, Madam, there 12 
* the dear village! {aid ſhe, pointing 
to it. The great houſe on the left, 
© ſurrounded. with thoſe fine trees, is 
the caſtle, about a gun-ſhot from the 
village; we ſhall paſs by the gates, 
and you will fee a fine place where we 
dance on Sundays, That hrook wa. 
ters the garden; and the tops of the 
houſes behind thoſe high trees is where 
the village ſtands.“ Still as we ad- 
vanced, my good aunt explained all 
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the particulars as they occurred; and 


this with ſuch an innocent ſatisfaction, 
that T envied her happineſs, and would 
Mm given any thing to have ſhared with 
ler. | 

Upon our entrance into the village, 
Barbaia knew one of her neighbours who 
was ſpinning before her own door. She 
called to her aloud, begged the poſtilion 
to ſtop for a moment, made herſelf 
known, and atked a hundred queſtions 
all in a breath. The good country-wo- 
man, after recollecting Barbara, told 
her neighbour, who was folding ſome 
ſheep ; ſhe told a third; and, as it was 
the time for the cattle to come home, 
every one was ſtirring, and in a trice we 
nad halt of the village about the chaiſe, 
I called to the poſtilion to go on to John 
Bs; upon which, ſeveral girls, who 
were ſurprized to hear me name one of 
their neighbours, offered their ſervice to 
ſhew the way, ran ſkipping along before 
the horſes, and brought mie in triumph 
to the houſe. But how little did it ap- 
pear! How did the village, ſo much 
boaſted of by Barbara, and which I had 
repreſented to myſelt fo charming, now 
appear wretched and miſerable ! The 
tears came; and, in ſpite of reaſon's 
force, I regretted the charming abode I 
had quiited. Childiſh prejudices were 
vaniſhed ; I was familiarized with gran- 
deur: to advance is more agreeable than 
to go back, How ſhall 1 expreſs my- 
{c}f ! I was fool enough to be humbled 
at the meanneſs which ſugrounded me: 
and why? Becauſe I was enamoured 
with oſtentation! becauſe I was vain! 
becauſe my little knowledge of the 
world had infected me! | | 

In the mean time, my father and 
mother, who were told of my arrival, 
came very joyfully to help me down 
out of the chaiſe, My agitation was 
ſo great, and my mind ſo troubled, 


that 1 did not hear a word of the 


obliging things they faid, Going _ 
| | the 
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the houſe, my mother made a motion 
which frightened me, apprehenaing I 
was diſcovered, I learned afterwards, 
ſhe was upon the point of taking me 
about the neck, my face made ſuch an 
impreſſion on her; becauſe, being in an 
undreſs, I was leſs unlike what I had 
formerly been. But it went no farther 
*han a fright, and I was conducted to 
my little apartment, conſiſting of a 
ned chamber and a little room, the 
{zrniture plain, but new and conveni- 
enz and, with what was coming after 
ne, I found myſelf very commodioufly 
\tuated, and better than I delerved, 
My father, who was tranfported with 
the honour he fancied I did him in 


! {ging there, ſhewed me, that from my 


ch:mber I could go ipto a neat little 
Zurden under ry windoves: he told me, 


De had deferred laying the walks till 
1 ariival, and that in eight days time 


3 hould have a partcrie of flowers at 


che foot of the fairs. I thanked him 
his civilities, and aſſured him I was 
tjoyedd to lodge in his houſe; which, 
ed, was very true, There was but 
one particular I dreaded; that was, be- 
ing diſcovered ſooner or later. I was 
» pretty ſafe as to my father and mo- 
ner, and much more in regard of my 
ter; but Colin, the young fellow 
- 10 had been ſo fond of me, could he 
b-nold me without being moved? The 
preſſions Nature makes, though deep, 
ily experience ſhews that time will 
wear them out; but it is far otherwiſe 
with the ideas engraved in the heart by 


love: as the pallion is ſtronger, the trace 


is deeper, and conſequently outlaſts the 
other; beſides, Colin had ſetn me ſince 
J had left the village. „ 
Nevertheleſs, 1 baniſhed theſe fears: 
T was ſo much grown, and my features 
were now formed and quite altered, 


that I imagined nobody would Know 


me ; at leaſt, I was willing to flatter 
my ſelf ſo. 

When I was in bed, I laid down a 
plan for my conduct, making it a rule 
to ſte no company, but to ſpend my 
time in working and reading. As to 
my table, I determined it ſhould be 
plain, to avoid expence and ſhew, and 
not lie under the reproach of acting the 
lady in my father's houſe. I thought 
proper, indeed, to eat alone, appre- 
hending too gieat familiarity might 


d.icover the ſectet, and as yet I did'not 
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approve of being obliged to declare 
myſelf. | 
Some difficulty ftill remained; the 
marquis might return, and be deſirous 
of diſcourſing with me. He had been 


ſeen there before, and his preſence and 


viſits might recal thoſe ideas which were 
but too carefuliy laid up; all which put 
together, Jenny might be found to be 
one who was deſirous to pals for fome- 
body elſe. This I imagined might hap- 
pen; and certainly had in a ſhort time, 
but that the marquis apprehended the 
ſame thing. It will appear how he ma- 
naged the affair; at preſent ſomething 
elle demands our attention; every thin 
has it's proper place. | 

I paſſed the night better than I had 
reaſon to expect. In the morning, my 
mother bringing me ſome broth, which 


T ordered Barbara to make over-night, 


told me, that the gentleman at the caſtle 
had ſeat to know who I was, and 
whether I made any ſtay in the village, 
She added, ſhe had given no poſitive 
anſwer, not knowing what were my in- 
tentions. | 


1 praiſed my mother's diſcretion with. 
an air that ſuſhciently ſhewed my ſatis- 


faction; but had like to have ipoiled all 
by aſking a queltion: I recollected my- 
felf, and only enquired who was lord of 
their village. He is a financier,” ſaid 


the, „an old batchelor ; who, after the 


death of the laſt poſſeſſor, purchaſed 
© it of his widow, 
© the point of marrving a daughter of 
mine, who now lives with a lady.“ 
MV mother was talking all this time 
of me, and was loth to ſpeak her mind 


to my diſadvantage; ſuch acknowledg- 


ments grate too much. © But the match 
© was þroke off, continued ſhe, © be. 
© cauſe the intended bridegroom was 
engaged to another, who ſent to for- 


the women are ail afraid of him, 
though he is very rich, and he makes 
himſelf amends as often as he can; 
but his horrid figure and bad character 
frighten all our girls, He ſpends the 
autumn here; and during that time 
every one keeps watch and ward, for 
he is as wicked as he ig ugly. 

This account reſembled M. Gripart 
ſo ezry much, whom I have mentioned 
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before, that I was not ſurprized to hear 
my mother name him, As ſhe was in à. 
talking mood, ſhe related Madam D'Eſ- 


zival's. 


ile was once upon 


pid the marriage. From that time 
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tival's hiſtory, much the ſame as what 
T have given before. She expreſſed her- 
jelf much properer than my father, 
which made me 1eliſh it better from her 
than from him. The reader may judge; 
the ſequel of that lady's hiſtory falls in 
100 naturally here to be poſtponed, 


EEQUEL OF MADAME D'ELBIEUX'S 
HISTORY. 7 5 


N the mean time, M. D'Eſtival, ig- 
4 norant, as one may imag ne, of his 

being hy miſtake concerned in what had 
paſſed the preceding night, came before 
dinner to the Counteſs De N 8 
cattle; determined on the anſwer he was 
to make to her propoſals. One moment 


later, all would have been over; he had 


certainly found the door ſhut againſt 
him, and muſt have returned without 
_ comprehending the meaning of ſuch a 
whimſical order. The counteſs, who 
thought the had reaſon to be highly pro- 
voked, was determined to have him fore 
bid ever ſetting his foot again in her 
' houſe; but, never dreaming of his be- 
ing there before dinner, as he mult have 


gone to bed ſo late, deferred giving her 


orders till ſhe roſe herſelf. 

Let any one imagine her conſterna- 
tion at ſeeing him enter her bed-cham- 
ber with that eaſy air which is the re- 
{uit of innocence! She was ſcarce able 
to command her reſentment, and turned 
to the other ſide with a diidain which 
muſt have been diſcovered, had there 
| been the leaſt ſuſpicion of what had 
given occaſion to it. D'Eſtival, not 
aware of it, enquired after her health, 
and how ſhe came to keep her bed ſo 
Jong, * You have certainly {upped 
late, been up all night,” ſaid he, and 
* now have got the head-ache; and, if 
I may judge by your looks, are not 
« in a humovr to chat.“ This ſpeech, 
far from engaging the countels to make 


any anſwer, only provoked her the more; 


revertheleſs, ſhe contained herielf, out 
of a deſire to know how far the im- 
poſtor's impudence wouid vo, &* The 
© treacherous man,” 141d ſhe o her (elf, 
after endeavuuring to deceive the 
daughter, fancies he mother may be 
more eafily impoſed on, as ſhe ders 
not know wh-t diſcoveries her daugh-— 
ter has made; and flitiers humlelf, 
that thovgh he is difcarded by her, 
« he nay mary me. But why ſhould 
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© I takehis perfidy thus to heart? Wis 
© 18 it to me, whether the wretch be 
« privately married or not, or dares 
* make his addreffes to me? I know 
* what I have to do, and ſhould be guil- 
* ty of a greater folly, if, inſtead of di- 
verting myſelf at his expence, I ſhould 
1 
[ 


be ſerious in the matter, and only 


give myſelf uneaſineſs to no purpoſe.” 
This reaſonable reflection brought 
the counteſs to herſelf, Inſtead of care 


rying it with a high hand, as ſhe once 


thought of doing, ſhe pretended to wake 
out of her ſleep, faying, ſhe had not 
cloſed her eyes all night, and that it 
was very barbarous to diſturb her. In- 
* deed, M. D'Eftiva},* added ſhe, © you 
* are to blame, and I ought to puniſh 
© you by taking another nap; but for 
* this time I will pardon you, being 
© impatient to hear what you have de- 
* termined after our laſt converſation. 
* 

* 

s 


Step into the next room while I riſe; 
and then we will difcourſe as long as 


you pleaie," 


D'Eitival oppoſed this. You ap- 


6 pear too much to advantage,” ſaid he 


with a ſmile, © in your bed, and are 
© too charming for me to loſe the plea- 
« ſure of ſeeing you, Give me leave to 
© fit down by you, and I ſhall declare 
my ſentiments with the ſincerity you 
 exacted of me-. 

The counteſs, too ſenſible to compli- 
ments, was half reconciled. 
© always flattering one, faid ſhe, in an 
affected tone; © any one elſe would be 
© deceived by your fine ſpeeches ; but it 
is lucky for me that I know myſelf, 
© and am not fool enongh to be impoſed 
on. But to the reſolution you ſay yew 
© have taken; that reſolution I am ſo 
much intereſted, and ſo impatient to 
© hear. X 

I have too lively a ſenſe of all the 
© civilities I have received, replied 
Eſtival, very gravely, to heſitate a 
moment in fincerely declaring my 
mind: I am a ftranzer to deceit, aud 
value myſelf too much on probity, to 


& 


tor Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux. This 
is ſaying enough, Madam; and, I 
think, I] ought not to uſe an apology 


„ „„ „ WR 


precious pledge of your eſteem and 
triendfhip,” | 
This anſwer needed no explanation. 


Vou are 


make a myſtery of the paſſion I have 


for aſſuring you I am ready, whenever 
you pleaſe, to marry your daughter, 
and receive her from your hand as a 


* That 
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Z That is as much as to fay,” replied 
the counteſs, ironically, * you cruelly 
© ſacrifice yourſelf; and, to oblige me, 
will become the molt wretched of man- 
kind. This is doing a great deal for 
my fake; I know not how to make a 
return: but in an affair of this conſe- 
quence, I muſt let the mother take 
place of the friend, and examine every 
thing very cautiouſly, I have been 


married, and before any thing is con- 
cluded on; it is fit I ſhould be fully 
ſatisfied on ſo material a point. If 
you will a& with the probity for which 
you feem to value yourſelf, I ſhall 
avoid making an enquiry z which, 
though it turn out to your advantage, 
will throw a ſlur upon you, every man 
of honour ought to avoid,” | 

M. D'Eſtival, whoſe conſcience did not 
accuſe him, imagined either the counteſs 
bantered, or elſe reſented the preference 
he gave her daughter. * You are at 
liberty, Madam, anſwered he, to 
act as you pleaſe. Whatever meaſures 
you take, I am ſure they will prove 
my innocence. Every one knows mez 
I have nothing to reproach myſelf 
with, and defy the wortt of my ene- 
mies. This is going too far,” cried 
the counteſs, interrupting him: * you may 
© talk thus to others, who are leſs ac- 
© quainted with you; but as for me, I 
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© amnot lo eaſily deceived.— Though 


© ycu ſhould take it ill,“ replied D'Et-' 
tival, with warmth, * I muſt tell you, 
* that whoever gave yon any ſuch infor- 
© mation, are impottors, and I ſhall 
© puniſh them as they deſerve, if you 


© will pleaſe to name them: the jeſt is 


© ſomething tart, and {ſure encugli car- 
© ried too far. | 
The counteſs, fully perſuaded that it 
was D'Eſtival whom ſhe had heard re- 
proached over night with his ſecret en- 
gagements, and which he had owned, 
was exaſperated at his aſſurance in de- 
nying them. My daughter,“ . cried 
ſhe, in a paſſion, can never be ſuftici- 
© ently praiſed for difcarding you with 
© ſcorn, ſince you ſtand ſo audaciouſly 
© inalye,'—* For Heaven's ſake, Ma- 
* dam!' ſaid D'Eſtival, interrupting her 
a third time, * let us underſtand one an- 
© other, and do not perliſt in ſuch cruel 
© treatment; if you are in jeſt, I will 
© hold my 
© ſhould give full ſcope to your Hitter 
s perplexing humour; but if you are 
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informed, Sir, that you are already 
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tongue, and am willing you 
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© ſerious, it 1s time to come to an expla- 
nation. What is it you mean by pre- 
tending I am married? What ſecret 
engagement do you hint at? What 
grounds have you to imagine your 
daughter has diſcarded me with ſcorn? 
I would have you to know, Madam, 
with all due reſpect, that there is not 
one {yllable of truth in all this; and 
that if you talk till to-morrow, I ſhall 
not comprehend one word you ſay." 

"The more M. D'Eſtival perſiſted in 
aſſerting his innocence, the more the 
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prejudiced countels's rage increaſed, - 


Notwithſtanding her reſolution to keep 
in a bantering (train, ſhe loſt all pati 
ence, © Is it pollible,” ſaid ſhe, raiſing 


her voice, * that you ſhould carry, Sir, 
the impoſture to this length? 


Vou 
gare maintain you are not married? 
© Yes, Madam, I do aver it,” replied 
D'Eſtival: * who could have informed 
© you of ſo baſe a calumny I'—* My 
daughter, if you mult know, replied 
the counteſs very warmly, not daring 
to own how ſhe haddiſcovered it. © Ma- 
«* demoiſclle D'Elbieux ' cried D'Eſ- 
tival : * ſhe could never have invented 
* ſuch a Iye! I (ay again, Madam, you 
only divert yourſelf at my expence, 
and have ſome motive for ſo doing. 
I am fatisfied you have invented this 
ſtory, as an excuſe for breaking your 
word with me; but you need not have 
taken the pains to proceed in this ex- 
traordinary manner: had you barely 
ſaid you did not approve of me for a 
ſon-in-law, I ſhould have come pre- 
ſently to a reſolution, Madam, and 
given you no farther trouble.“ 
The concluſion of this anſwer touch- 
ed the counteſs to the quick. There 
is no bearing this,“ cried ſhe, looking 


furiouſly at him; * you provoke me be- 


* yond meaſure by your ill manners. 
© Know, then, Sir, ſince you force me 
to it, that I was witneſs the laſt night 
of your converſation with my daugh- 
ter in the Park; now ſure you under=- 
ſtand me. Will you deny, too, that my 
daughter wrote to you; that you a= 
greed to meet her in the Park; that 
you and ſhe talked of me in the muſt 
contemptible manner? Will you de- 
ny, too, your owning your marriage ? 
But to what purpoſe do I give thele 
| proofs? I ſee in your looks you are 
contriving to evade them. Go, Sir, 
it is ſhameful for a man of your rank 
to lye ſo openly; I always thought 
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c perſons of diſtinction were exempt 
e from this vice. | | 

© Nay, then!” cried D'Eſtival, lifting 
up his eyes to heaven either I am run 
mad, or you have loſt your ſenſes ! 
Pardon me, Madam, if my emotion 
© has occaſioned an expreſſion I myſelf 
© blame; but really any one elſe would 
© loſe all-patience with you, I received 
a letter laſt night from your daughter! 
ſhe met me in the Park! I ſpeak diſ- 
reſpectfully of you; and, to compleat 
the fiction, frankly owned myſelf mar- 
ried, when there is no ſuch thing, and 
ſhe diſcard me without my knowing 
of it! Faith, Madam, once more, ei- 
ther you dream, or I am mad: cer- 
tainly I have diſturbed your ſleep, and 
you are dreaming again; or you are 
reſolved to provoke a man of ſome 
worth, Yes, I ſay it again, you cer- 
tainly dream, and the devil himſelf 
cannot unriddle it.“ 
Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux entered the 
room as D'Eſtival ſaid this in a great 
Keat. She did not know he was come, 


but was ſtill perſuaded he was the per- 


ſon ſhe had talked with the night before; 
and was not much ſurprized to find him 
with her mother, after what ſhe fancied 
ſhe had diſcovered, Her malice, which 


was never backward, made her conclude 


that he had lain in the caſtle; and what 

confirmed her in it the more, was bis 

angry diſcourſe. She did not doubt but 
her mother and he, like too many mar- 
ried people, had quarrelled; and vexed 
to meet a man ſhe deteſted upon the pre- 
tended diſcovery, the was going to retire 

and vent her ill-humour in her chamber; 
but the counteſs perceiving her, very 
peremptorily commanded her to ftay, 
i1ying, her preſence was neceſſary to 
clear up an affair ſhe was acquainted 
with, and well deſerved (added the with 
a Meer) the honour of her evidence and 
confirmation. 


D'Eſtival, who was grown impatient, 


did not wait for the counteſs proceeding 
in her difcourſe. * I am overjoyed, 
< Mademoiſelle,” faid he, that you are 
come ſo luckily, Would you believe, 
© your mother has ſpent an hour in en- 


* deayouring to perſuade me that you 


wrote to me, and that in conſequence 
of it, I met you laſt night in the Park; 
that under favour, we railed at her, 


Speak, Mademoiſelle, you can belt de- 
cide it, It was in vain for me to aſ- 
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and a thouſand dreams ot this nature? 
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© ſure her that it is all a miſtake : ſhe 
t perſiſts in proving it to be true, and 1 
© am ſo aſtoniſhed, that I ſhall not re- 
cover myſelf ſoon.” 

Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux was ex- 
tremely ſurprized to hear that her mo- 
ther was ſo well acquainted with her 
proceedings. She concluded the far- 
mer's ſon had betrayed her, and was 
reſolved to revenge herſelf ſooner or 
later. Notwithſtanding her anger a- 


gainſt D'Eſtival, ſhe approved of his 


perſiſting to deny the meeting, and 
thought it was her buſineſs to fecond 
him; which ſhe did with ſo much ear- 
neſtneſs, that it was rewarded with 2 
box on each ear, for ſaying, ſhe knew 
nothing at all of it, and that it was con- 
trary even to common ſenſe. | 

The counteſs having thus revenged 
herſelf, ordered P'Eſtival very diſdain- 
fully to retire, and never come near her 


more. He roſe from his ſeat, ſtung with 


the injurious treatment he had received. 
© Yes, Madam, cried he, * you ſhall 
© ſee me no more; but remember, and 
I repeat it before this young larly, that 
I never ſtirred from bome laſt night, 
as all the people in the village can 
witneſs ; J lay at my own houle; that 
J had not the honour of meeting your 
daughter; that I never told her I was 


is a fiction. This is the plain truth, 
and fo I wiſh you a good morrow; en- 
gaging my word of honour never to 
expoſe myſelf again to ſuch opprobri- 
ous treatment as I have undergone this 
day. 1 
D' Eſtival went away, leaving the 
countels extremely perplexed at the im- 
poſture, of which ſhe thought him guil— 
ty. Looking at her daughter, who cried 
for vexation; * You ate very impudent, 
« Miſs,” faid ſhe, © to deny what I my- 
* ſelf ſaw and heard.“ Saying this, ſhe 
threw the letter at her ſhe bad intercept- 
ed, as was mentioned before. Will 
© you deny this too? I know you, per- 
© fidious creature! your wicked heart 
betrays itfeif every moment. You 
expreſs yourſelf in my regard with 
great tenderneſs and affedtion, truly! 
Go, ungrateful child! you little de- 
ſerve what J have done for you; and 
I ſhould act very prudently, if, ater 
* diſcovering your malicious diſpoſition, 
© I ſecured you in a place that might 
© pzevent your behaving to me fo cruel!) 
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Theſe reproaches were too juſt not to 
affect Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, wicked 
as ſhe was: ſhe cried very heartily, and 
confeſſed ſhe deſerved them, as ſhe on- 
ed to her confidante, from whom this 
hiſtory was learned. Beſides her other 
ill qualities, ſhe was very unguarded, 
and had not ſenſe enough to conceal 
what ſhe ought to have buried in et ernal 
oblivion, 


As raſh as Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux 


was, ſhe reflected a long time on what 
had happened, e it was not ufual 
with her. Had there been the leaſt room 
to doubt, ſhe would have concluded that 
D'Eſtival was not the perſon ſhe met in 
the Park: his denying having been there, 
and her mother's paſſionate manner of 
forbidding him the houſe, did not ſuit 
the notions ſhe had imbibed. She was 
infinitely deſirous of difſcouring him on 
the points he had to obltinately denied; 

beſides, it was ſufficient to be i It uſed 
by her mother, to reconcile him to her, 
to ſay nothing of his being mott in fa. 


vour of all her lovers; and in the hu- 


mour ſhe then was, ſhe heartily withed 
the engagements the fancied he was un- 
der with her mother were not of the na- 
ture ſhe ſuſpected, in order to receive his 
addreſſes anew, and even to marry him 
perhaps at laſt. ; 
She was juſt fitting. down to table 
with her 1 9 mill mmm! 
and reprimanded her for whet at 15; 
pened, (for the beſt of 3 en 
thus provoked, do not ealily give over. 
Pinner was ferving up, eh Word w; 
brought that NM. D'Eſtourneaux w. 
ne After refleQang on what had 
paſſed, he was concerned at having been 
{o fooliſh as to give occaſion to Rades 
moilelle D'Elbieux retiring, when his 
good fortune had procured him the 
meeting: appr ending beſides, that jea- 
louſy might poſſibly have mortified her, 


he came to repair the miſchief he had 


done himſelf; and in order that the ac- 
knowledgment he had made ſhould not 
prejudice his pretenſions to a perion 
who, in marrying him, might retrieve 
his affairs, and make bis fortune, he 
was reſolved, in caſe {he refuſed to hear 
him on account of his having tai he 
was married, to pretend it was all a jelt, 
and only to try whether. ſhe concerned 

herſelf in what regarded him. He had 
even taken the prec zulion, in cafe ſhe 
mould make any enquiry, to inſtrutt his 
wile, and convince her, that it was her in- 


tereſt to aſſiſt him on this occaſion, in order 
to alleviate the extreme neceſſity to which 
her ill conduct had reduced her. This 
was what brought the vain-glorious 
D' Eſtourneaux to the caſtle, and occa- 


ſioned various adventures. 


Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux, who had 
not digeſted the blows, nor the conti- 
nual reflections ſhe had undergone, 
received D' Eſtourneaux very coldly. 
On the contrary, the counteſt careſſed 
him extremely, becauſe ſhe knew he was 
odious to D'Eſtival, as if ſhe intended 
by ſuch treatment to revenge herſelf for 
all the grievances ſhe laid to his charge. 
The gentleman was ſo elevated at this, 


chat he; wr very jovial, and endeavour- 


ed, by his country jefts, 10 reinſtate 


himſelf in "hy fayour of Mademoiſelle 


D'Elkieux, The countels perceiving 
by her daughter's fallen looks, that 
DeEftonrneaux's company was diſagree- 
able to her, took a malicious pleaſure 
in leaving them alone. Accordingly, 
the moment fhe nad dined, the retired to 
her clojet under fome pretext, but in 
reality to divert herſelf with the vexa- 
tion this would occaſion ber daughter. 
When ill- nature is to be indyiped, 
every thing that mortifies another 18 
accevrable, though of the moſt trifling 
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© prehend what you mean by a diſcourſe 
5 you ſay we had together; I remember 
© nothing of it. You muſt explain your- 
* (elf ; or, which would do much better, 


Sir, give me no farther trouble: I am 


© not in a humour to be diverted with 
© your wit; and you had beſt reſerve 


it for others, who may poſſibly reliſh 


£ jt, though I do not.” 

This made D'Eſtourneaux ſtare, and 
puzzled him in his turn, * I could not 
© have thought,” anſwered he, that you 
would quarrel for a trifle, after giv- 
© ing me a meeting. I thnk——' 1 
give you a meeting!' cried ſhe, inter- 
rupting him a ſecond time, and fur- 
prized at his aſſurance; * you are cer- 
5 tainly diſtracted, or could never have 
C. entertained ſuch an extravagant no- 
© tion. I ſhould think fo too, re- 
plied D*Eftourneaux, incenſed at this, 
if I imagined all theſe things without 
any foundation; but when you ſee 
this letter, and which you cannot diſ- 
own, as I received it from you, I flat- 
ter myſelf you will not per ſiſt in treat- 
ing me as you have hitherto done.” 
Saying this, he preſented the letter to 


Her, which created no ſmall aſtoniſh- 
Caſting her eyes upon it, ſhe. 
fancied ſhe knew the hand, and upon 


ment. 


that read it all over. It appeared to be 
the ſame with the letter ſhe wrote to 
D'Eſtival, excepting as to the place of 
meeting, and the writing being ditfe- 
rent from her own, After weighing 
with herſeif who could have poſſibly put 
ſuch a trick upon her, ſhe recollected 
what her mother had faid to her, and 
from thence concluded, it was her who 
intercepted the letter, and had put it to 


Juch an uſe: but, notwithſtanding this 
_ diſcovery, the was quite in the dark as 


to the reſt of the adventure. What 
could be the deſign of ſending the letter 
to D'Eftourneavux inſtead of D*'Eftival ? 


Why ſhould her mother fall upon D'Eſ- 


tival for the meeting, and he deny it 
ſo ſtrenuouſly? Had the cover of the 
billet been preſerved, it wauld have un- 
riddled the whole; but it was never 
read, D'Eſtourneaux having careleſsly 
tarown it into the fire; from whence 
aroſe all the myitety, nat to be unrid- 
died, and which to much perplexed Ma- 
deindiſelle D'Elbieux. Had the head- 


ſtrong thing given our country ſquire 
the keallag, he would ſoon have clear- 
ed up the point, and informed her, that 
che letter was brought to him inſtead of 


five leſt D'Eſtourneabx in his anger 


D'Eſtival; but ſhe was too impetuous, 
too lively, and too obſtinate, to aban. 
don her firſt notions, and conſider cool. 
ly upon any thing. A great deal of 
wit, but little judgment, is the charac. 
ter of Mademoiſelle D*Elbieux, now 
Madame D'Eſtival. However, reſent- 
ment mult not be indulged; never any 
good is to be expected from it. 

The counteſs, who overheard every 
word, ſoon found out the myſtery. In- 
ſtead of being concerned for her beha- 
viour to the unfortunate D'Eſtival, ſhe 
thought the whole affair ſo very divert- 


ing, when ſhe recollected all that had 


paſſed over night and the morning fol- 
lowing, that ſhe ſeveral times burſt out 
into loud fits of laughter. D Eſtour— 
neaux, who took it to himtelf, and ima- 
gined his night-adventure was only a 
contrivance to ridicule him, reſented 
her mirth, and roſe from his ſcat, ſay- 
ing ſhe was very il|l-mannered to make 
a jeſt of a man of his importance. The 
leſs merit a man has, the more ſuſpi- 
cious he is of being ſlighted. This 
huffing ſpeech was ſo far from check- 
ing the counteſs, that it only increaſed 


her mirth by being ſo ill-timed. Ma- 


demoiſelle D'Elbieux, who was aito- 
niſhed to hear her, bit her lips for vex- 
ation; thinking it was a conſequence of 
the trick ſhe had becn played, reſolving 
to revenge herſelf the firit opportunity. 

In the mean time D'Eltourneaux, 
whoſe refentment of the ill uſage increa(- 
ed with it, began to think of convincing 
the counteſs how much he was affronted, 
by aſſuring her it was the laſt viſit he 
ever intended there, The counteſs, na- 
turally polite, and, beſides, apprehen- 


ſhould divulge the adventure among the 
neighbouring gentry, and prejudice her 
daughter's reputation, aſſured him he 
was not concerned in the affair; but 
that ſhe could not help being diverted 
at a triek ſhe had put upon her daugh— 
ter, and wherein he had never been en- 
tangled, but by an unlucky miliake, 
The fierce country ſquire was appezſed 
by this aſſurance, which his pride took 
for an excuſe. He grew good-humour— 
ed, in order to pacify the countels for 
his ſpitetul refleftions, which ſhe could 
not forbear reproaching him with. He 
told her, it was done on purpoſe, as 4 
puniſhment tor her being there, which he 
diſcvered, as he aſſured her, notwith- 


ſtanding the thought herſelf fo ge 
y Tha 
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The counteſs believed what ſhe pleaſed, 
but her daughter at laſt unravelled the 
whole myltery by what ſhe heard, and 
was no longer ſurprized at D'Eſtival's 
peremptory behaviour. This renewed 


her former eſteem for him, and con- 


vinced her, that all ſhe had ſuſpected to 
have paſſed between her mother and 
him was purely imaginary. Her pal- 
ſion revived, with a firm reſolution of 
giving him the moſt convincing proofs 
as ſoon as poſſible. | 

An opportunity ſoon offered; the 
counteſs herſelf brought it about. She 
always had a value for M. D'Eſtival, 
and being ſenſible of the injuſtice of 
her behaviour to him, ſhe thought her- 
ſelf obliged to acknowledge her fault, 
in order to bring him to the caltle again, 
and convince him of her concern for 
what had paſſed, D'Eſtival, who had 


retired with great regret, was overjoyed 
at the pretence that was given him to 


return, without bringing his honour in 
queſtion. Accordingly, he came the 
next Gay, and his ſhort abſence only 
ſerved to render him the more amiable, 
and redouble the eſtcem he Was in be- 
fore the rupture, 

The mott inconſiderate have ſome 
intervals of good ſenfe. Mademoiſelle 
D*'Elbieux behaved for a few days with 
ſo much temper, that D'Eſtival had the 
addreſs to make her accept of his pro- 
poſal to marry her. The countels, 
convinced of the neceſſity of marrying 
her daughter, eſpectally after her late 
ſally, and knowing how eaſily in ſuch 
adventures a young creature might be 
ruined paſt retrieving, was reſolved not 


to loſe ſo favourable an opportunity. 


Her conſent obtained, the nuptials were 
immediately celebrated, and nothing 
could be happier than the firſt few days 
that followed, The alteration in Made- 
moiſelle D'Elbieux for the better was 
aſtoniſhing. The family bleſſed the oc- 
caſion of ſo happy a change; but they 
were too precipitate in their ſentiments : 
her character was ſtill the ſame, and 
ſoon exerted itſelf with it's uſual vio- 
lence, | 

They had not been married a fort- 
night, when one morning, as ſhe was 
getting up, ſhe bid her woman order 
the coach to be ready. D'Eitival, in 
his complaiſant way, aſked her, if ſhe 
propoſed to dine abroad. * No, ſaid 
ſhe very coolly, © I deſign for Varis; 1 
am quiie tired with the country, where 
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there is nothing new, and can bear it no 
longer. ' You have too much ſenſe,” 
replied D'Eſtival very mildly, © to have 
© taken, ſo ſudden a reſolution without 
con ſulting your mother, and hearingher 


opinion. —“ Why, ſurely!* cried ſhe 


very haughtily, © am I ſuch an infant, 
that I anffobliged to aſk her leave? 
I know of no ſuch dependence, and 
will not be made a ſlave to any one. 
You are very impertinent to talk to 
me in this manner. Surely, the ſcene 
is very extraordinary !'— What J 
ſaid, anſwered D'Eſtival, * was not 
intended as an affront. You are cer- 
tainly your own miſtreſs, and I ſhould 
be ſorry to have given you the leaſt 
occaſion to think I would difoblige 
you; but Jought to put you in mind, 
that one of your birth ſhould not leave 
her relations ſo very abruptly, and 
that All your reaſoning,” 
cried ſhe, interrupting him again, is 
in vain; I am determined to ſet out 
* immediately for Paris, and nobody 
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© ſhall prevent it. 


There is but one difficulty remains," 
continued D. Eſtival, provoked with his 
wife's diſcourſe; which is, where you 
can lodge when you come there? You 
know we have no houſe, nor have as yet 
had time to look out for one; belides, 
we agreed not to do any thing of that 
kind till next winter. What is that 
to me,” replied the humourſome crea- 
ture with an air of diſdain: © do you 
„imagine that will diſappoint my jour- 
5 ney? As if I could be at a loſs for 
© a lodging in dear Paris? Make ycur- 
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ſelf ealy as to that particular: I have 
contrived the whole affair; and, Hea- 
ven be praiſed ! do not want any one's 
direction how to behave on ſuch an 
occaſion,” | 
A. neighbour coming in, put an end 
to the converſation, M. D'Eftival was 
going to reply, and that like a huſband 
who was determined not to yicid to luch 
extravagancies.. The diſcourſe at firſt 
ran upon indifferent matters, when on 
a ſudden, without the leaſt connection 
with what had been ſaid, Madame 
D'Eitival aſked the lady, what ſhe 
thought of a huſband who tyransized 
over his wite, and thwarted her in every 
thing. The lady, furprized at ſuch a 
queſtion, and guelling ſomething was 
amis, replied, that ſhe did not believe that 
any married man was ſo unreaſonahle, 
Well, chen, cried Madame DEG 
val, 
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val, looking ſcornfully at her huſband, 
5 do not be any longer in ſuch a mil 
E take; that gentleman is one of the 
number. I have a mind to go to 
Paris; I aſked his conſent in an 
obliging manner, even begged it, and 
yet he is ſo cruel as to refuſe me. Is 
not this playing the tyra@over a wite? 
I am ſo provoked, as ſcarce to be my- 
ſelf.” D'Eſtival, who little expected 
ſuch a vile forgery, and was now con- 
vinced he had married the wickedeſt 
creature of her ſex, {eeing her worked 
up to ſuch a pitch of extravagance, 
thought it moſt prudent to retire, and 
not give himſelf the trouble of making 
any anſwer, He went directly to the 
counteſs, but with an air of trouble 
which ſhe preſently diſcovered, and en- 
quired what was the occaſion of it: he 
very readily told her the whole affair, 


After ſhrugzing up her ſhoulders, ſhe 
promiſed to take proper methods. DP'E Y 


tival was very willing ſhe ſhould fir 


it, rather than himſelf; 3 and, in order = | 


avoid the noiſe he foreſaw would enine, 
he mounted a horſe and went to dinner 
about a league from thence, hoping at 
his return to find his wife ina better ku- 


mour, and poſſibl) prevailed on to hear 


reaſon. 

It was a difficult taſk, or rather an 
impoſſibility: the counteſs her mother 
was thanked very diſdainfully for her 
advice, and told ſhe was not miſtreſs 
there, and that no deference was due 
to her. It was in vain to tell her daugb- 
ter, that to go without her huſband's 
conſent, or to leave him hehind, was 
equally monſtrous, Her anſwer ſtill 


was, ſhe did not marry to become a 


ſlave, and that if other women were 
ſuch fools as to be led by the noſe, it 
was not her caſe; that ſhe would ſhew, 


the rights of a wife were not inferior to + 
thoſe of a huſband, and that there was 


nothing wanting but to know as much. 
In fine, words run high; it was to no 


purpoſe to interpoſe, go ſhe would. A 


ſervant who had brought her up, was 
ſo indiſcreet as to blame her conduct, 
and fay ſhe ought in conſcience to obey 
her huſband ; this was anſwered with 
bidding her be gone. Accordingly, 
her wages were immediately paid; and 
in ſpite of all remonſtrances, ſhe was 
turned out of doors. 

The other ſervants hearing the old wo- 
man was diſcharged, who had brought 
her up from an infant, concluded they 
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muſt not delay executing what was or- 
dered ; thinking, that if the governante, 
after ſo many years ſervice, found no 
mercy, they could hope for none if they 
ſhewed the leaft repugnance to her com- 
mands. The coachman, who, by the 
counteſs's direction, had not as yet put 
the hories to the coach, hurried about 
it immediately; the waiting-woman 
thought of nothing but packing ups 
and in an inſtant every bing was 
ready. 


Being informed of it, Mada 


D'Eſtival threw herſelf into the coac 


It was in vain to endeavour to prev: 
on her; ſhe returned no anſwer, bt 
ordered the coachman to drive away. 
The whole family remained in the u- 
molt conſternation at her obfiinacy, 
imagining this might not be the hut 
freak with which ſhe would try 
worthy gentleman's patience, | 
The counteſs, think Ing ſhe ought ta 
cquaint M. D' Eſtival with what had 


paſſed, diſpatched one of her ſer vans 
with a letter to his e took hor:e 

immediately 1-00 Feces ing it, much 
ſurprized to, Ind tis wite was gone 


without him, and {hould have fhewn 
him ſo little regard as not to wait his 
return, The mother-in-law was too 
ſenſible of the juſtneſs of his reſentment, 
to make any apology for ſuch inſuffer- 
able behaviour; on the contrary, ſhe 
pitied him, and adviſed, rather as a 
friend than a mother, that he ſhould 
take polt inſtantly, endeavour to over- 
take her at night, and either prevail on 


her to hear reaſon, or to act as the oc- 


caſion required. 

This advice chimed too well with his 
ovin ſentiments, provoked as he was, 
not to be followed, He ſent for poſt- 
horſes, and came up with her in about 
four hours. She was juſt entering a 
village, when the perceived him fol- 
lowing her, at a time ſhe little expected 
it. 

The interview was really comical. 
Madame D'Eſtival, who eaſily gueſſed 
he did not come after her for nothing, 
reſolved on as wicked a ſtratagem as 
could be invented. She pretended not tc 
know him, defired he would go about his 
buſineſs, and, upon his aſſuming an air 
of authority, threatened him, that if 
ne did not retire, and give her no far- 
ther diſturbance, ſhe would declare he 
came offer violence, and that the 
would | find means to be rid of him. 
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D'Eſtival perceived that things muſt 
come to an extremity if he proceeded 
any farther : ſhe was under a neceſſity 
of ſtopping in the village, having tired 
the horſes ſo much, that it was impol- 
ible to go on without baiting. He 
{:ept back till his wife alighted at the 
In Where ſhe was to dine, which ſhe 
id no ſooner done, but advancing to 
(nter, he was ſtopped at the door, and 
aikced what he would have. I am 
© come to dine with my wife,“ anſwer- 
£3 he in a paſſion. 
man mutt have brought his pedigree, 
continued he with a. finite of diſdain, 
© 1 order to gain admittance here,” 

The inn keeper, who aſked D'Eſti- 
yi] ſuch a ridiculous queſtion, had juſt 
r.ceived his inſtructions from the wife. 
She had charged him not to ſuffer a mad- 
man to come in, who was in love with 
her, and ſo outrageous as to fancy him- 
ſelf married to her. Were ever ſuch 
artifices employed to get rid of a huſ- 
band ? Such was the temper of the wo- 
man I am ſpeaking of, and of whom I 
have ſuch juſt reaſons to complain. 

As Madame D*'Et%wal came in a 
handſome coach and fix, with ſuitable 
attendants, ſhe made no fmall figure: 


it was natural enough for her diſcourſe 


to have it's deſired effect. But as her 
huſband came on a poſt horſe, and lived 
much in the country, it will be eaſily 


imagined he made no great appearance 


either in cloaths or any thing elle, The 
inn-keeper took the lady's part, her 
equipage carried it, and M. D'Eſtival 
was not regarded. ; | 
The brute, as moſt of his profeſſion 
are, was nettled at the anſwer menti— 
oned above, and the more fo, for that 
ſeveral who overheard it had laughed 
very heartily. 
warmth, that a pedipree was not required 
for coming into his inn, but that never» 
theleſs he had no room for madmen, 
who fancied themselves mar ied to wo- 
men they never {aw before; that he 
ſhould have no entrance there, fince his 
deſign could be no other than ts iuſult a 
lady who did hin the honour ty come to 
his houſe ; but thai if be had the afſur- 
ance to perſiſt in his tolly, e would let 
him ſee he was inqſter there, and knew 
how to deal with inſolent icliows and 


to the ſuperiority of number, 


I cd not think a 


hear any thing to the contrary, 


Je anſwered with ſome 
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to force a paſſage. The hoſteſs bawled 
for help to the ſervants; and, in an in- 
ſtant, the whole village was in an up- 
roar, Had D'Eſtival been Orlando 
Furioſo himſelf, he muſt have yielded 
His 
ſword was ſecured; and had not the 
curate interpoſed in the god- ſpeed, the 
inn-keeper had certainly crippled him. 
The clergyman, by his preſence, put 
a ſtop to their fury, and enquired what 
was the matter. D'Eſtival offered to 
ſpeak ; but the inn-keeper, fierce as a 
cock on his own dunghill, and whom 
the curate and the peaſants reſpeCted for 
the ſake of his heady ſtum, was very 
loud in his own defence. In fine, 
D'Eſtival was adjudged to be mad as a 
March hare, every one depoſing ſome- 
thing to prove his madneſs; and what 
was (till worſe, the curate would not 
Ac- 
cordingly, he pronounced ſentence, that 
the madman ſhould be locked up, an 


information taken of the aſſault, and be 


conducted to the next bhailiwick, in order 
to be ſent to a madhouſe, or delivered 
to his relations, to be ſecured and pre- 
vented from the like pranks for the fu- 
ture, | | 
Such was the deciſion of the curate 
and chief men of the village, who un- 
dertook to fee it executed. It was in 
vain for D*Eſtival to endeavour to clear 
bimſelf; the clowns were all prejudiced 
againſt bim. Mine hoſt of the White 
Croſs had been attacked, which was 
proof ſtrong enough in their judgment; 
and all D'Eſtival could ſay in his o. n 
defence was looked upon as the raving 
of a man diſtracted, who ought not to 
be laughed at, as they ſaid to one ano- 
ther, out of humanity, but rather de- 
ſerved to be pitied. | 

All this while Madame D'Eſtival 
ſtood laughing very heartily, which her 
attendants could not brook : one of 
them choſe rather to he turned away, 
than not reprove her for what had hap- 
pened, She was fo provoked at his im- 
pertinence, that ſhe forbid him her ſight, 
threatening, that if ever he dared to 
talk of her, ſhe would make him dearly 
repent his want of reſpect. ky 


After this act of ſeverity, ſhe paid 


the inn-keeper well for his trouble, and 


madmen. 
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proceeded on her journey, 


Inſtead of 


© _D'Ettival was highly - provoked at reflecting on her own baſe carriage to ſo 
| 1 this impertinence; and, lohng Al pa- worthy a huſband as D'Eſtival, (he 
dieence, drew his {wordon the :nn-keeper diverted hertelf with it on the road, and 


burſt 
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burſt in fits of laughter like a change- 
ling, as often as ſhe conſidered the aſto- 
niſhment he muſt be in at her artful 
manner of getting rid of him. 

In the mean time, the ſervant, whom 
Madame D'Eſtival had diſcarded, no 
ſooner ſaw her go away, but he ran to 
the curate to expoſtulate with him upon 
the injuſtice of his behaviour in regard 
of a gentleman, who was well known, 
and whoſe Life was certainly mad, and 
had never been thought otherwiſe even 
before her marriage, and then acquaint- 
ed him with the whole affair. The 
clergyman, who was prejudiced, ſent 
him away, ſaying he had talked with 
the lady (which was true enough) and 
that he thought her a woman of too 
much ſenſe and diſtinction to be guilty 
of an action, which, if true, was cer- 
tainly abominable. The honeſt ſervant, 
provoked at ſuch proceedings, and aſto- 
niſhed to ſee an innocent perſon fo eaſily 
oppreſſed, thought he could not do 
better than return to the counteſs, and 
acquaint her with what had happened, 
She was terribly afflicted at the news, 
and ſet out the next morning, as ſoon 
as it was light, to procure the ſuppoſed 
madman's releaſe. 1 

The curate was much ſurprized at 
this viſit: he repented, though ſome- 
thing late, his own credulity, and beg- 


ged a thouſand pardons, M. D'Eſtival, 


more out of generoſity than any other 
motive, forgave what was paſſed : had 
it not been for fear of expoſing himſelf 


to the world, he would have carried 


things very far, . But after thanking his 
mother-in-law for her concern, he twore 
he would never ſee her daughter more, 
or ſo much as hear her mentioned, 
Would one imagine, after ſo cruel a 
prank as has been jult now related, he 
could ever be ſo unwile as to break his 
word? Nevertheleſs, he did ſo. Ma- 
dame D' Eſtival, who was at laſt brought 
to a ſenſe of the folly ſhe had been 
guilty of, reſolved to ule her utmoſt en- 
deavours to obtain a reconciliation, 
The greater difficulty, the greater her 
earneſtneſs, according to cultom, She 


left nothing undone to compaſs it. She 


acknowledged her fault, laid the blame 
on her own giddy want of experience 
and, in fine, ſhe employed ſuch power- 
ful means, as procured her pardon, M. 
D'Eſtival received her without reproach; 
and, in hopes of reclaiming her by 
mildneſs, behaved as if he neyer had 
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any occaſion to complain of her con- 
duct; but he ſoon had reaſon to repent 
it. m 

Three months after this reconcilia- 
tion, Madame D'Eſtival proved with 
child. The counteſs her mother, in- 
ſtead of rejoicing, was much concern- 
ed; being ſenſible, after much expe- 
rience of her daughter's humour, that 
ſhe would infallibly take that opportu- 
nity of tormenting not only her huſband, 
but all thoſe who had the misfortune to 
live under the fame roof, M. D'Eſti- 
val, who had no ſuch apprehenſions, 
was tranſported with the news; his 
love and tenderneſs redoubled. Ought 
ſo much goodneſs, ſo little deſerved, to 
have been repaid with the vexations that 
hung over him ? | 

What the counteſs apprehended came 
to paſs. As ſoon as her daughter was 
certain of being with child, ſhe affect- 
ed a thouſand whims, one upon ano— 
ther, which ſhe was pleaſed. to honour 
with the name of Jongings ; and, out 
of complaiſance, others did the ſame, 
Sometimes ſhe could not bear the ſight 
of ſuch a ſervant, he muſt turn out; 
the next minute ſhe would beat one of 


the maids, which ſhe was obliged to 


take in good part: then ſhe fancied 
ſomething that could only be had at 
Paris; an expreſs muſt be diſpatched to 
fetch it. She tired every body, from 
morning to night; no one had a mo- 
ment's reſt, and yet durſt not complain. 
M. D'Eſtival was the firſt to comply in 
every thing; and as he ſet the example, 
every one thonght fit to foilow. 

There came one day to the caſtle 2 
capuchin friar, whoſe long, venerable 


| heard, drew the reſpect of all the world, 


Beſides this great qualification, he was a 

man of wit, and did not much reſemble 

the reſt of bis brethren. People were uni- 
verſally fond of his company: in a word, 

the greateſt goſſip in the neighbourhood, 

The counteſs, who kept an exceeding 

good table, (an excellent method of 
drawing company in the country) was 

frequently viſited by the reverend Father 

Raphael, He came every week, and 

then it was high holiday; news with- 

out end: he underſtood the intereft of 

princes, taſked of war like a general, 

was a conſummate ſtateſman, embel- 

liſhed his ſtories with curious particu- 

lars; in fine, he was a rare country 
companion, and thought by every one 

lo very extraordinary, that oo or 

| | later 
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later he muſt certainly be a very great 


man. i 

1 ſhall not pretend to draw a picture 
of this venerable perſon: all I ſhall 
ſay is, that his face much reſembled a 
pale meteor, and that his noſe for big- 
neſs and ſharpneſs. might diſpute pre- 
cedency with ail the noſes in the uni- 
verſe. ; 1 

Madame D'Eſtival, who could not 
but be ſufficiently acquainted with the 
reverend friar in ſo long a time, took it 
amiſs that Father Raphael ſhould wear 
ſo long a beard: ſhe aſked him very 
ſeriouſly if he intended to wear it much 
Jonger. The capuchin, ſurprized at 
this queſtion, as well as the reſt of the 
company, anſwered very pioufly, that 


his life was in the hands of the Lord, 


who alone had a right to diſpoſe of it. 
© That is no anſwer,” replied Madame 
D*Eſtival with an air of uneaſineſs ; 
I am talking of your venerable beard, 
and not of your death, I aſk you, 
in-plain terms, whether you are not 
tired of wearing it ſo many years, 
and whether you would not be glad, 
if any one was ſo charitable as to eaſe 
you of it? | ks 

The capuchin, who was no ſtranger 
to Madame D'Eſtival's vagaries, trem- 
bled, as did all the company, at ſuch a 
formidable queſtion, as if what was 
going to happen had been foreſeen. He 
anſwered, that he hoped 10 preſerve it 
as Jong as he lived, and that he did 
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not imagine any one would be fo wick- 


edly diſpoſed as to make an attempt on 
a virgin chin. And why not?“ re- 
plied Madame D'Eſtival. * Beſides, 
where weuld be the great harm done 
if you ſhould loſe your long beard? 
© No, certainly; and I am ſurprized a 
© man of your good ſenſe ſhould ſet 
© your heart on ſuch trifles.“ Father 


Raphael was mortified to hear her ſtill 


harping on his beard. What the lady 
had alledged diverted the company, 


! eſpecially the younger ſort, who laugh- 
ed immoderately : 0 

ſelf a man of too much conſequence to 
be jeſted with, 
ſtifled his reſentment: he only begged 
of Madame D'Eſtival to change the 
diſcourſe; and, without waiting for her 
anſwer, began a ſtory of Alexander the 


ut he thought him- 


Notwithſtanding, he 


Great's moderation in regard of the 
wife of Darius. 
val was not to be put off (0; ſhe hater» 


But Madame D'Eſti- 
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rupted him, crying out, that Alexan- 
der's beard was far inferior to his, and 
that, before any farther mention was 
made of him, what ſhe propoſed con- 
cerning the long beard muſt be decided. 

Father Raphael, who loved to hear 
himſelt talk, loſt all patience at being 
interrupted on the ſcore of his beloved 
beard. In the name of goodneſs, 
Madam, ' cried he; © let us hear no 
© more of it, but permit me to proceed,” 
— No, no,* replied the miſchieyous 
MadameD'Eſtival, wringing her hands, 


vou muſt grant me one requeſt, You 


* know I am wich child, I long prodi- 
« gioully ; and if T am not immediately 
© ſatisfied, I vow the child I go with 
© will be born with as long a beard as 
© your own.” 


This concluſion was fo diverting, as 


to ſet the table in a roar, and made the 
poor capuchin bluſh up to theears, He 


was for riſing from his chair, in order 


by his retreat to ſhew how much he was 
provoked : but thoſe who fat next him 
prevented it, by holding him down, and 
telling him, ladies were allowed to ſa 

what they pleaſed without giving of 
fence, 
time upon thorns, nodded to him very 
obligingly, as much as to ſay, you 


know her humour, and ſhould not be 


offended. Father Raphael took his 


ſeat again, hoping his beard might ſtill 
remain a beard, and that the ſtorm 


which threatened it would blow over. 
© You make me no anſwer,” continued 
Madame D'Eſtival, taking a malicious 
pleaſure in tormenting the good father; 


and the more ſo, for that, in her late 


quarrel with her huſband, ſhe knew the 
capuchin had been one of the firſt in 
adviſing him never to receive her again. 
Can you be ſo cruel,” ſaid ſhe, © as to 
© refuſe me, after what I mentioned ?* 
— If it be only to handle my beard,” 
replied Father Raphael, I am willing 


to indulge you fo far.'”—" You are 


© exceeding good, dear father, cried 
Madame D'Eſtival, riſing from her ſeat 
with great alacrity; © I have longed 
«© this hour for it prodigiouſly; your 
compliance with my deſires gives me 
© new life,” | | P | 
I cannot ſay whether the tickling 
thoughts of being handled by a pretty 


woman made any impreſſion or not; 


but this is certain, the reverend father 
reſumed his uſual gaiety, and preſented 
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his chin with no bad grace. The com 
pany, tranſported with this humorous 
ſcene, devoured with all their eyes both 
the phyſiognomy of the capuchin, look- 
ing mighty modeſtly on the fair lady as 
ſhe drew near, and her arch countenance 
enlivened with ſweet revenge. She was 
no ſooner within arm's length, but ſhe 
ſeized the heard as vigoronſly as if the 


did not intend to quit her hold on a ſud- 


den. O Lord!” cried, the capuchin, 
ſoftly, © I beleech you, Madam; you 
© tear the hair up by the roots: if you 
© continue to make me gape ſo wide, 
© all the owls about me will infallibly 
« fly into my mouth. EY 

This piece of capuchin wit made the 
company very merry, though it wa: 
ealily diſcerned to be pointed at the 
laughers; however, the ſarcaſm had 
this effect, they no longer pitied him, 
but applauded her who was bent upon 
making him blaſpheme. | 

When Madame D'Eſtiva] found her- 
| ſelf in poſſeſſion of the venerable heard, 
with one hand ſhe graſped as much as 
| ſhe could hold, and with the other be- 
gan to nip off the lorgeſt hairs; and 
this with ſo much expedition, that Fa- 
ther Raphael, who imagined his whole 


| beard was going, cried out bitterly, . 


and ſpringing up with all his ſtrength, 
threw Madame D'Eſtival from him up- 
on the floor. M. D'Eſtival, the coun- 
teſs, every one ran to her aſſiſtance, 
took her up, and enquired how ſhe 
found herſelf, She cried and roared, 
proteſting ſhe ſhould expire, and that 
nothing leſs than tearing off all the heard 
could fatisfy her for the cruel treatment 
ſhe had received. 

Father Raphael, finding himſelf diſ- 


engaged, and apprehending the conſe- 


quences of her brutality, very pru- 
dently took to his heels. Any one elſe 
would have done the ſame, as it was 
certainly the wiſeſt way, and the only 
means to eſcape farther miſchief. Ma- 
dame D'Eſtival no ſooner perceived his 
flight, but ſhe cried out againſt her huſ- 
baud, reproaching his want of tender- 
'wels. It was in vain for M. D'Eſtival 
to ſay he was ſorry for what had hap- 
pened, that he would make his com- 
plaints to the biſhoy, and ſhe ſhould' be 
amply revenged; ſtil] ſhe perbſted in her 
exclamations, ſweating he was pi1vy to 
what the capuchin had done, and on- 
ly wanted to have her diſpatched at any 
rote. M. D'Eſtival, aſtoniſhed to hear 
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her talk thus, «xpoſtulated with her on 
the ir j altice and con equence of her ſu- 
ſpicions; but ſhe remained inflexible: 
ſhe vowed nothing ſhould appeaſe her, 
unleſs he would run after Father Ra- 
phael, and bring him back, or tear off 
his beard hair by hair; that if he 
brought it, without leaving any behind, 
ſhe would believe he had no hand in 
what had paſſed. As defirous as M. 
D Eitival was of obliging his wife in 
the condition ſhe was in, he could not 
prevail with himſelf to run after the 


capuchin, and much leſs to propoſe 
_ pulling his beard up by the roots; it 
could not be expected that, jealous as he 


ſeemed to be of that fatal beard, he would 
ever conſent to part with it for all the 
big-bellied women in Chriſtendom, 
M. D'Eſtival concluded, that on ſuch a 
vexatious occaſion, it was beſt to retire; 
which he did, ſighing and complaining 
of his unhappy lot, which had tied him 
toſuch a wicked woman : he regretted 
his former moderate fortune; and vow- 


ed that, if ever Heaven ſhould take pity 
of him, and ſet him once more at liber- 


ty, he would never be ſo great a fool as 
to expoſe himſelf again to the like mis- 
fortune. 1 

What at firlt ſeemed only a comical 


accident and a matter of mirth, had 


like to Eave proved of very bad conſe- 
quence, M. D'Eſtival being obliged to 
proſecute Father Raphael, to ſatisfy his 
wife, who inſiſted on having him pu- 
niſned, was very near being caſt with 
the loſs of all he was worth. The ca- 
puchins in every quarter of the world 


made themſelves parties concerned: all 


the beards, not even thoſe of the good 
old nuns excepted, were in commotion, 
and appeared in the common cauſe, 
Had not the affair been amicably ad- 
juſted, D*Eftival would have repented as 


long as he lived the being an accomplice 


in ſo criminal an attempt, which was 
only pardoned in conſideration of it's 
being alledged that his wife was frantick 
and big with child, which was admitted 
as an atonement for the affront offered 
to the beards of the whole body. 

Some months after, Mademoiſelle 
D'Eſtival was brought to bed of a boy, 
who nevertheleſs had no beard, though 
the contrary had been apprehended. 
Her huſband comforted himſelf with 
this preſent from Heaven for all his 
paſt troubles. He hoped his wife would 
haye more ſenſe now ſhe was become a 

2 mother, 
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Mother, and gire ! im no farther provo- 
cation to curſe him'elf and her. But he 
was ſtill miſtaken ; he was not yet at the 
end of his miſery. 

She was no ſooner up, but nothing 
would ſerve her but being made a mar- 
chioneſs, coſt what it would. She 
ſpoke about it to her huſband, who 


repreſented to her very mildly, that as 


he had never been in the army, and 
his eſtate too ſmall for ſuch a title, ſhe 


ought not to indulge ſuch ambitious | 
thoughts. Mademoiſelle D'Eſtival took 
no ſuch anſwer for current coin: ſhe 


replied, that money would effect any 
thing ; that ſhe brought for her dowry 
large ſums, and ſeveral eſtates in diffe- 
rent provinces; that it was only ſelling 


all, and buying a marquiſate; in a 


word, that ſhe was bent upon it, and 
would ſooner die than not have her 


will. | 
This ſtrange whim was occaſioned by 


a young gentlewoman's lately marrying 
a count in thoſe parts, which gave her 


precedency before Mademoiſelle D'Eſ- 


tival, This giving place was a cruel 


mortification to her pride, which ſug- 
geſted to her, that in order to ſurpaſs 


the counteſs ſhe muſt become a mar- 
Was not this madneis with _ 


M. D'Eftival acquainted her mother 


with this piece of folly ; ſhe agreed 


with the huſband in condemning it, 
and reſolved to diſregard it, Made- 


moiſelle D'Eſtival, upon being informed 


of this, broke out of all bounds, in order 


to bring her huſband to conſent; but 
finding that it was all to no purpoſe, 
ſhe ſtifled her reſentment, and contrived 


a ſcheme to revenge herſelf on her hul- 
band, which had ended in his deſtruc- 
tion, if fortune had not aſſiſted him in 


parrying the blow. | 


Diverting his cares one day with 
bunting, he met with one of his pea- 
ſants crofling the foreſt. Upon aſking 
whither he was going; To carry a let- 


ter to town," anſwered the clown, 
© from your lady, which I am to put 


© in the poſt without telling any body.” 
M. D'Eſtival was ſurprized at this, and 
ſuſpected ſome myſtery in the letter, in- 
to which he ought to examine. He 
alked for the leiter, fully reſolved to 
take it by force, if it was not ſurren- 
dered; but the ſimplicity of the peaſant 
prevented his uſing violence. Tltere it is, 


dir, anſwered he; * but be ſure do not 


© tell: ſhe gave me ſomething to drink, 
© provided J went with the letter and 
did not acquaint yeu.—“ I will give 
© you as much more, replied D'Eſti- 
val, © on condition you do not Jet her 
© know that I have the letter. Go to 
© ſuch a houſe to refreſh, and then re- 
turn to the village: if you are aſked 
© concerning your errand, ſay you have 
© done it. Take care not to divuige 
© what I have ſaid to you. If I find 
© you are diſcreet, and inform me 
© when any thing of this nature hap- 
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© pens again, I will remember you, 


© and always give double what you 
© have received.” 

The peaſant was well ſatisfied with 
his maſter's generoſity, who was as 


much beloved for his goodneſs as his 


wife was deteſted for her malice, This 
it was which procured him the letters 
eaſily ; ſo true it is, that the eſteem we 
often gain contributes to our aſſiſtance 
when we have no reaſon to expect it. 


M. D'Eſtival went aſide and opened 


the letter. Had he not reaſon to trem- 
ble when he read as follows ? 


; PARDON, my lord, the liberty 
© an alarmed woman takes, in 
diſturbing your precious moments for 
the ſake of a beloved ſpouſe. I am 
juſt now informed that M. D'Eftival, 
that huſband who is ſo truly dear to 
me, 1s on the point of leaving the 
kingdom, on account of a conſidera- 
ble employment which is offered him, 
and he has accepted of. I beg you 
will be pleaſed to interpoſe your au- 
thority, in order to prevent a misfor- 
tune I can never ſurvive, One word 
of yours, my lord, will reſtore me to 
life. I am perſuaded you will not re- 
© fuſe me this favour, as well as to be- 
© lieve me, with reſpect, &c.* | 
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D' Eſtival concluded from this letter, 
that his wife's deſign was to have him 
ſecured, to revenge herſelf for his not 
complying to make her a marchionels ; 


and then, during his confinement, to 


try all methods of compaſling her de- 
ſign. He thought it fo baſe an action, 
that he came to a reſolution, on@e for 


all. To this purpoſe he took poſt next 


day, without acquainting any one, and 
waited on the miniſter of ſtate to pre- 


vent miſchief, in caſe ſhe ſhould take 


another opportunity of writing to him. 


He laid open his grievances, begged 
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his protection, and after convincing him 
of his deteſtation of all ſuch projects, 
he ſued for a ſeparation in the parlia- 
ment, and obtained it upon producing 
the letterz in a word, he carried his 
point: but, as he had been too eaſy in 
the marriage articles, by acknowledg- 
ing a larger dowry than he really re- 
ceived, to give the match a greater air 
in the family, for which the counteſs had 
reaſons, and as all the relations on the 
_ father's ſide thought themſelves obliged 
to ſupport Madame D'*Eſtival with their 


intereſt, ſhe in her turn ſued for a ſepa- 


ration of eſtates, real and perſonal, al- 
ledging that her huſband was a game- 
ſter and a ſpendthrift, and would ſquan- 
der away what belonged to her and her 
ſon. To ſay no more, intereſt carried 
it; M. D'Eſtival was cait, and obliged 
to refund all he had received at marriage, 
and to give up his own eſtate, to make 
an end of the affair. He put the beſt 
face on it he could, obtained a poſt, 
chuſing rather to live on his ſalary, than 
cohabit with a woman who, after ſuch 
behaviour, might ſooner or later come 
to extremities with him when ſhe 
thought herſelf aggrieved, which was 
not ſeldom, | | 


My mother concluded Madame D'E1- 
bieux's hiſtory at this exploit, which I 
was the more inclined to believe, as I 
had a very bad opipion of her: preju- 
dice made me credulous, as is uſual in 
ſuch caſes. | 

The ſatis faction I enjoyed once again 
in my mother's conyerſation, was too 
ſenſible not to be prolonged as much as 
poſſible; in order to this, I put her 


Again upon the ſubject of the lord of 


their village. As it furniſhed her with 
an occaſion of expoſing him, no topick 
could be more agreeable: I had before 
diſcovered in her an averſion to him, and 
was curious to know the reaſon ; ſhe de- 
clared it without any manner of heſita- 
tion. The adyenture 1s too comical to 


be omitted; if it thopld diſpleaſe ſome 


readers, it cannot fail of diverting others: 
It is fit every one ſhould find ſomething 
to their taſte; neither can the mind al- 
ways reliſh a ſubject of too ſeripus 3 
nature. EE 
M. Gripart fell in love with my filter, 
whom Colin had married, and who at 
hat time liyed with her huſband in my 
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and who had 


father's houſe, He ſent for my father, 
and with a view of procuring himſelf 
admittance into his houſe, enquired if 
he would undertake the care of the caſ- 
tle gardens, as he had formerly done 


when they belonged to the Counteſs of 


N. my godmother. My father, who 
knew that employment to be more ad- 
vantageous than labouring in the foreſt, 


other account than for want of an op- 
portunity of purſuing it, eafily agreed 
with the new lord, and began the next 
day to carry his tcols. . From that time 
he daily repaired thither at five in the 


morning, and continued tilleighto'clock 


at night, 


As ſoon as M. Gripart had thus ſe- 


cured John B. who was not to be jcſled 


with in point of honour, he began his 
viſits to my father's hopſe under various 


pretexts. At firſt his deſigns were nat 
ſuſpected; he talked indifferently with 
mother and daughter: inſenſibly, how- 
ever, he betrayed himſelf; and, as lord 
of the village, began to be more free 
than was becoming with Colin's wife. 
As ſhe was truly virtuous, and perceived 
his intentions were to induce her to 
proye unfaithful to her huſband, ſhe an- 


ſwered him with diſdain, and poſitively 


declared, that if he ſhould ever preſums 
to renew his ſolicitations, ſhe would 
complain to her huſband and the curate, 
Gripart, who was a mere coward, pro- 
miſed to behave himſelf with more diſ- 
cretion for the future, and begged that 
ſhe would not betray him: but he was 
too much enamoured, and too fooliſh, 
to keep his word. He contriveda ſcheme 
to compaſs his deſign without expoſing 
himſelf, the ſucceſs of which did not ans 
ſw er his hopes. 1 


* — 


Once a week Colin went to a ſmall 


town, the name of which I cannot at 
preſent recollect, to ſell his corn. He 


uſually was abſent two days, and re- 


turned on the third. Monſieur Gripart 


thought this a favourable opportunity 


for executing his deſigns, which he at- 
tempted in the following manner. 

In the evening after Colin was ſet 
out, he ſent a peaſant to my ſiſter, in 
her huſband's name, to deſire her to 
come to. a farm-houſe immediately, 
about two leagues from the town he de- 
ſigned for, where he was obliged to 
ſtay, having been let blood on account 
of a fals he had from his waggen, and 
that ſhe muſt go with the corn, and ſell 
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it for him. No ſooner did this ill news 
reach my ſiſter, but ſhe inſtantly took 
horſe, in company with the meſſenger, 
who was a neighbour, bribed by Gri- 
part to decoy her, 

It had been dark about two hours, 
when ſhe reached the place where Gri- 

art was waiting, This farm-houſe 
was nothing but a paltry inn, where 
waggoners uſed often to bait, and had 
but one ſquare chamber, which Gripart 
had taken up. He was diſguiſed like a 
peaſant, that, in caſe of a diſappoint- 
ment, he might eſcape undiſcovered. 


Ale invented a ſtory to the miſtreſs of the 


houſe, who was no wiler than ſhe ſhould 
be, that his wife's conduct had been for 
ſome time very ſuſpicious z that, being 
unwilling to believe common report, leſt 


it might be only the effect of people's 


malice, he was reſolved to put her to 
the trial, and in that view had pretended 
to go a journey, in order to leave her at 
her own diſpolal, and had now ſent 
for her, as from à gallant, who had 
been named to him. Now, ſays Gri- 
part to the hoſteſs, if ſhe comes, it will 
* be a proof of her infidelity to me; and 
© if ſhe refuſes, I know what to fa 


© when people come with the like ſtories 


again: | | 

The hoſteſs approved mightily of his 
ſtratagem; and upon his acquainting 
her, that if his wife came, and he ſhould 
diſcover himſelf, as he propoſed to do, 
ſhe might poſſibly cry out for fear ot 


being beat, which he aſſured her was 


not his deſign, the good woman pro- 
miſed that neither ſhe nor her daughter 


would meddle or make; that ſhe knew 
very well, that between the bark and 


the tree one muſt not thruſt one's fin- 
ger: he might therefore make himſelf 
eaſy ; happen what would, ſhe was not 
againſt his bringing his wife back to 
her duty, bs Es 8 
Theſe precautions being taken, Gri- 
part thought the time long till my ſiſter 
came, He did not doubt the ſucceſs of 
his deſign ; but forgot that Heaven does 


not favour wickedneſs, often ſending 
diſappointments not to be foreſeen nor 
prevented. We have here a convincing 
Proof of it, which gave a yery different 
turn to the affair from what was ex- 


pect ed. 


„Colin ſtopped fo refreſh at an ale- 
E houſe ſome diſtance from the town, and 
there met with the commiſſaries emp'oy- 
ed in furniſhing a magazine for the ar- 


/. As they are always upon the 
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watch for the corn waggons, in order 


to get better pennyworths, they propoſed 
making a bargain with Cclin for his 
wheat, and fave him going into the 
town. Colin, who was willing to diſ- 
patch his buſineſs, told them, that at 
the market price it ſhould be a bargain. 
The corn appeared ſo good, that the 
commiſſaries, after ſtanding a little, 
agreed to give him his price, paid down 
the money, and the wheat was unloaded 
on the {pot where they kept their maga- 


zine, After drinking together, Colin, 
inſtead of going any farther, returned 


homewards, deſigning to bait by the 


way, and ſo travel all night, that he 


might reach his own village the next 
morning. | | 

The fellow who drove the waggon 
told him the horſes were ſo tired that 


they muſt bait at the next inn: this was 
the houſe where Gripart waited for my 


ſiſter. Colin, who was perſuaded of 

the neceſſity for it, gave his conſent. 
Gripart, who counted every minute 

till my ſiſter came, and heard the horſes 


ſtop, ſhut the window again when he 


found himſelf miſtaken. As his head 
run on nothing but gallantry, he did 
not obſerve that the horſes were taken 


from the waggon, and put into the 


able; from whence he mighthave con- 
cluded, that the men were in the houſe, 
and poſſibly might be a hindrance to his 
project, _ | | | 

In the mean time my ſiſter, whoſe 
uneaſineſs was very great, and who 
imagined the meſſenger concealed the 
danger her huſband was in, made all 
poſſible haſte to come to him. Colin 
and his man were drinking by the fire- 
fide when ſhe entered the inn. He was 
ſurprized to ſee her; but ſhe, expecting 
to find him there, threw himſelt about 
his neck, © How do you find yourfelt ?* 


ſaid ſhe. * You ought ro keep your 


© bed after ſuch a fall, and not fit drink» 
© ing here,” 5 
Colin ſtared at this, not comprehend. 
ing what ſhe meant. Faith, wife, ſaid 
he, I am as much ſurprized at what 
you ſay, as at ſeeing you here. What 
has brought you hither? What do you 
mean by the fall you talk of ?'—"Nay, 
nay,? cried my filter, * this is a fine 
jeſt, indeed; why, do you imagine I on- 
ly dreamed of your fall from the wag- 


bruiſed, and ſent for me hither ? It is 
well John Bibart, the vine-drefler, 
who came for me in your name, is 


here, 
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© here, and My ſiſter, who thought 
nothing leſs than hat the meſſenger was 
at her elbow, was going to call him for 
a witneſs, and looked about for him; but 
my gentleman, upon perceiving the huſ- 
band, eaſily gueſſed he might poffibly 
make but a bad market there, and very 
prudently made off, to take care of him - 
ſelf, Colin, as much a clown as he was, 
judged there was ſome myſtery at the 


bottom of all this. He took his wife 
aſide, to make ſome diſcovery ; but ſhe 


knew no more than her huſband, and 
could only inform him what had brought 
her there, aſſuring him ſhe had no other 


defign; and as toany thing elſe, was as 


ignorant as himſelf. 

My fiſter was handſome, Colin fond 
of her, and a little jealous; he could 
not be ſatisfied, *© There muſt be ſome 


© ſnake in the graſs,* ſaid he to his 
wife; © all this contrivance was never 
intended for nothing. Take no no- 


* tice, but fit down there. I'll go drink 
© with ovr man, as if I did not know 
you. Nobody has ſeen us diſcourſe 
together but neighbour Bibart, who 


'© can make no diſcoveries: ſo mum is 
your cue; the murder will out.“ Co- 


lin was no fool, his plot ſucceeded. 
Gripart, who was fallen afleep in 

waiting for my fiſter, never heard her 

arrive. His uneaſineſs made him wake, 


and look out of the window. But 


all being quiet, and finding by his 
watch it grew late, he began to think 
my filter had not ſwallowed the bait, 
and that he muſt take his labour for his 
pains. Be that as it will, he reſolved 
to go to bed, being tired with waiting 
to no purpoſe, and called to have his 
bed made ready. The maid, who had 
been aſleep in a chair, hearing the noiſe, 
went through the room where my ſiſter 
was, to know what Gripart wanted, 
Is nobody come? cried he; © you know 


* who I wait tor,'— Yes, yes, an- 


ſwered the maid, our miſtreſs has told 
* the hoſtler and me privately, and has 
* inftruted me how to behave. I can- 
© not tell for certain whether the woman 
* belaw is the perſon; but the is al] 
alone, though there are waggoners 
* drinking in another corner.“ Is ſhe 
© handſome,' replied Gripart very ea- 
gerly. * Did ſhe come on horſeback 


with a pratamt?' The maid having 


an{wered theſe queſtions in the athrma- 
tive, Gripart bid her go down and ſend 


the woman up, but without any light, 
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© It ſhall be done,” replie4 the maid; 
© but don't be too leveie; all is not 
© goſpel which every one lays.“ Gri- 
part, whoſe impatience was worked v 

to the higheſt pitch, promiſed to behave 
like a tender huſpand. The maid com. 


mended his moderation, and went to 


acquaint my ſiſter in her ear to go up, 
and that the perſon the Knew of was 
above, | | 

My ſiſter, who had agreed with her 
huſband to take any hint that was given 
her, gave him his cue, and followed 
the maid, Colin, as foon as he thought 
her at the top of the ſtairs, took a light 
and followed her, accompanied by his 
man, each of them armed with a good 
cudgel. Gripart, who 1magined him- 
ſelf on the point of gratifying his paſ- 


fion, and flood with open arms to re- 


ceive his dear adorable, ſcreamed out 
at the ſight of her huſband, and endea- 
voured to make his eſcape. Colin, who 
knew him, notwithſtanding his dif. 
guiſe, but took care not to diſcover it, 
together with his man, belaboured him 
very heartily, pretending to take him 
for one of their equals, and crying our, 
What, Mr. Clown, is this your way 
© of keeping the commandments?* It 


was in vain for Gripart to ſue for mer- 


cy on his knees, he was rib · roaſted ac- 
cording to his merits; nor did they de- 
ſiſt, till they thought they had left him 
for dead. | 

T his was theaccount my mother gave 
me of the lord of their village. She 
added, that this adventure had done him 
ſome good, and that he behaved fince 
that time with more moderation. Not- 
« withſtanding every one is on their 
« guard; and it was upon account of his 
* curioſity concerning you," ſaid ſhe, 
« that I have given you this character.“ 
I thanked my mother for her good ad- 
vice, and reſolved to follow it, that I 
might avoid giving a man, I already 
knew but too well, any opportunity of 
tormenting me afreſh ; J had vexations 
enough, not to {eek new ones, and could 
not behave with tao much caution. The 
very thoughts of the old marquis made 
me tremble, and any one will believe it 
was not without reaſon. 

The next day I received. the goods 
which Melicourt ſent me; and in the 
evening an expreſs arrived from him, 
to caution me to be on my guard, and 
to te as little company as pothble, He 
informed me the marquis was out- 

| rageous 
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rageous on the receipt of my letter; 
that he had diſpatched ſo many people 
after me as mult certainly find me out, 
and then he would make me repent the 
little regard I had ſhewn him after 
what he had done for me. Melicourt 


added, that the old marquis had en- 


deavoured to win him, and learn from 
him where I was; that unleſs we had 
contrived a letter written to himſelf, and 
in the ſame nature with that to the old 
nobleman, he declared he ſhould have 
been much perplexed; he was even 


obliged to diſſemble, and condemn my 


conduct, to avoid being ſuſpected; that 
this feint had gained his confidence : 
he ſeemed inclined, according to what 
he added, to write to his fon, in order 
to find me ovt, imagining he mult be 
privy to my deſigns, and the obſtacle to 
his happineſs. | 

As to the toilette, he informed me, 
that the marquis, notwithſtanding his 
anger, was concerned I had not taken 
it with me, ſaying, he was very un- 
happy to be ſo little known to me; that 
he would not hear of ſelling my effects, 


to make up the money he had beſtowed 


on me; and added, that ſince it was 
not poſſible for him to learn where I 
was, and to ſend them to me, he would 
order them to be ſecured for me, 

In a word, from what Melicourt 
wrote, it was eaſy for me to conclude, 
that the ol marquis's quarrel was only 
grounded on my giving him the flip, 


and that his paſſion was ſtill the ſame. 
| Tas gave me great uneaſineſs ; it was 
* a conhiderable rub in my way. 


Nevertheleſs, the little furniture which 
came made no ſmall noiſe in the vil- 
lage, and was thought much more con- 


ſiderable than it really deſerved, It 


conſiſted of plates, cloaths, linen, and 
other moveables, in an elegant taſte, and 
which had an air of grandeur. My fa- 
ther and mother could not expreſs their 


admiration ; and my aunt, who valued 


herſelf on the honour the imagined there 
was in belonging to me, told the neigh- 


bours, when they were talking of theſe 
things, that this was nothing to what 


I had at Paris, 

Barbara, of whem I enquired from 
time to time what people ſaid of me, very 
ſincerely told me, that talking one even- 
ing with my mother about me, ſhe ſaid, 
the more ſhe ſaw me, the more ſhe 
thought me like that daughter I had 
heard mentioned, of whom they could 
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learn no tidings, but that I never re- 
ſembled her ſo well as when I was un- 
drefſed ; and that upon my father's ſay- 
ing there was a remote likeneſs, but 
far from what ſhe pretended, my mo- 
ther had replied, ſhe would convince 
him, by bringing him into my cham- 
ber before I was up, or when in a night-- 
cap, as I often was on account of the. 
heat. 

I reſolved to make a right uſe of this 
hint, and dreſs every morning, as IL 
uſed to do at Paris, that by theſe means 
J might be more unlike myſelf, and 
diſſipate ſuch notions, leſt they ſhould 
gather ſtrength, and make too deep an 
impreſſion. Though I never had uſed 
paint hefore, I employed ſome red, to 
diminith a little of my paleneſs, or com- 
plexion, call it which you pleaſe, which 
brought me too near that fatal likeneſs. 
This expedient had it's deſired effect; 
in four days the reſemblance, which 
had given me ſo much uneaſineſs, was 
entirely forgot. | 

The Sunday following I went to 
maſs. Barbara had acquainted me that 
every one would be there, and that as 1 
did not ſtir out, all the neighbours who 
had heard of me would certainly be at 
church to ſee me, and know whether 1 


really deſerved all that had been ſaid 


of me. 5 | | 

Could I have diſpenſed with myſelf 
from hearing maſs, I ſhould have cer- 
tainly done it: I apprehended the effects 
of chance, and not without reaſon, 2$ 
the reader may remember, 1 had laid it 
down as a rule to take ſo much care, 
and out of a ſeeming modeſty to cover 
my face ſo much, that it was impoſſible 
to have a full view of me: beſides, I put 
on a rich gown; for, the finer my dreſs, 
the leis I was liable to be ſuſpeRed in 
caſe any one ſhould take ſuch notions 
into his head, | + | | 

What Barbara had ſoretold was ful- 
ly accompliſhed ; the church was croud- 
ed, not only with the pariſhioners, bur 
likewiſe with a great number of ſtran- 
gers. I wentup to the benches for the 
women; which were immediately left, 
out of reſpect, by thoſe who were al- 
ready there. I would not ſuffer this, 
but obliged them to take their places, 
This behaviour, which was certainly 
right in me, drew the regards and 
praiſes of many; and I could hear them 
ſay, that I was no leſs courteous than 
fair. What cannot prejudice effect! 
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Shall the difference of dreſs make an al- 
teration in point of merit and eſteem ? 

. Maſs was going to begin, and I was 
on my knees to hear it, and ſay my pray- 
ers, when a churchwarden came in M, 
Gripart's name to invite me to his cha- 
pel, and tell me he would not ſuffer 
me to be ſo inconveniently placed. My 
_ anſwer was, that my ſituation was very 
well, and I was obliged to him for his 
eivility, but ſhould ſtay there. This 
modeſt refuſal gained me ſtill more 
praiſes, which put me to the bluſh. 

J was in hopes to have remained un- 
moleſted after this firſt embaſſy from 
M. Gripart, which had nothing ex- 
traordinary 1n it : ſeeing a woman well 
dreſſed in the crowd, it was natural for 
him to take ſuch an opportunity of 
ſhewing his breeding; but imagining 
my retuſal proceeded trom his not com- 


ing in perſon, he approached to make 


his excuſes, preſented his hard, and 


proteſted that, if I perſiſted in refuſing 


to comply with his requelt, he, lord as 
he was, (which he took care to make me 
hear) would kneel down on the pave- 
ment by me, 

The murmur which enſued made 
me judge, that to put an end to it I 
_ ovght to comply. I roſe, and followed 


- him into his cnapel, where I heard 


maſs, without making any anſwer to 
the fine things he ſaid from time to 
time. | | | 
He acquitted himſelf very politely, 
as one may imagine, in doing the ho- 
nours of the place. The beadle was 
reprimanded for offering the bleſſed 
bread fit to him; and was told, that 
when ladies of my quality were preſent, 
the compliment mult be paid to them. 
1 received it with reſerve from his hands, 
and made a ſhort acknowledgment. 
When mals was done, the gallant 
M. Gripart offered his coach to carry 
me home; but I deſired to be excuſed. 
As it was but a ſtep to my father's, it 


would have been ridiculous not to have 


gone on foot. At Jealt,* ſaid he, 
you will do me the honour to {re the 
cattle. The gardens are well laid out; 
your landlord was the contriver. The 
guls of the village dance in the ave- 
nue, and may afford you ſome amuſe- 
ment.” I thanked him very civilly 
for his obliging propoſal, and told him 
that, except church, I went no where. 
The cwrate, who joined us while we 
were talking, occalioned Gripart's get- 


ting into his coach and driving off, ? 
gueſſed there was ſome mifunderſtand- 
ing between them, and lo it proved. 
The adventure I mentioned created a 
ſhyneſs; it had reached the curate's 
ears, whoſe vigilance and ſtrict diſc. 
pline made him obſerve very little cere- 
mony with his betters, when their mo- 


rals threatened the welfare of his flock, 


It were to be wiſhed all the cloth be- 
haved like him; it would be a check 
upon the great ones, Virtue ever cre- 
ates reſpe& and awe, | 

My father and mother, who, as I 
have ſaid, valued themſelves in having 
me for a lodger, were ſtanding by me 
when the curate approached. He paid 
his compliments to me, and faid, he was 
much edified by my behaviour in time 
of ſervice ; that he had been informed 
of it, and thought himſelf happy in 


the acquifition of ſo pious a pariſhioner, 


J anſwered in a very polite manner, 
little thinking what was to follow, He 
invited me with an eaſy air, which was 
not diſpleaſing, to dine with him, in 
company with my landlord and land- 
lady; telling me, in order to prevail, 
that his niece deſired ſo much to be ac- 
quainted with me, upon hearing my 
way of life, that ſhe would give him no 
reſt till he had effected it. My father 
and mother, who were doubtlels in the 
plot, ſeconded luis requeſt ; and he be- 


| haved ſo handſomely, that, notwith- 


ſtanding my former reſolutions, I was 
obliged to comply. The curate ap- 
peared highly fatisfied ; and the more 
io, as I had refuſed the fame favour to 
the lord of the manor, We arrived at 
his houſe, talking of indifferent matters. 
His niece, who was about twenty-five, 
and rather agreeable than handſome, 
received me with a very agreeable po- 
liteneſs. | 
T he curate, the ſame perfon who was 
mentioned in the beginning of theſe 
Memoirs, had parts, and was well 
enough educated ; but his curioſity was 
more than feminine, I was ſcarce ar- 
rived at the village, when he tried all 
poſſible methods of diſcovering who I 
was. Barbara underwent a rigorous 
examination, but he loft his Jabour, 
I had given her a caution, and expreſſed 
myſelf ſo politively, with threats of 
parting if ever ſhe was guilty of the 
ealt indiſcretion of that kind, that ſhe 
could not be prevailed on by any means 
to betray her truſt, The leſs light the 
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curate could gain in my affairs, the 
more eager he was in his purſuit; it 
was in this view, ſure enough, that he 
invited me, as I eaſily diſcovered at the 
end of dinner. 

It muſt be allowed he was very art- 
ful in his enquiries. © I knew former- 
ly, Madam,” faid he to me, after 
diſcourſing on different ſubjects, © one 
4 M. De Mainville, a man of diſtinc- 
© tion in the ſea-ſervice, and famous 
« for his exploits: he is but lately dead. 
As I have heard, he married a beau- 
© tiful wife; and your name agreeing 
© with his, I have often thought you 
© may poſſibly be his widow.“ Saying 
this, the curate waited my anſwer, ex- 
pecting I ſhould give him ſome light 


into my hiſtory; but I was as cunning 


as he: I took the thing. My anſwer 
was, that I aſked it as a favour, that 
he would never mention to me a ſpouſe, 
whoſe memory, when revived, always 
threw me into a fit of melancholy, 
which often, laſted for three months, 
making me inſupportable to myſelf and 


every one elſe; that the apprehenſion of 


ſuch diſcourſe made me live retired from 
the world; that I was ſenſible of my 
folly, but could not conquer it. 

This agreed ſo well with what my 


aunt had ſaid, when ſhe was queſtioned _ 


about me, that the curate was ſorry for 


his indiſcretion, and made me many 


apologies: he endeavoured to change 
the diſcourſe; but I appeared fo deject- 
ed, and played the ſorrowful widow ſo 
much to the life, that he was heartily 
vexed at his having diſturbed the chear- 


ful gaiety I was in before. It was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary I ſhould behave in 
this manner, otherwiſe I muſt every day 


have expected to be expoſed to queſtions 
that were not eaſily anſwered, My reply 
had fo good an effect, and was ſo uni- 
verſally ſpread abroad, that no farther 
enquiry was made about me. The firſt 
ſetting out in the world 1s all, and de- 
termines every thing. 

We were riſing from table, when my 


old admirer Colin and his wife came in. 
They had not as yer ſeen me, though 


they came every day to my father's. 
As I had from the beginning declared 
againſt ſeeing any company, my father 
nor mother had not preſumed to intro- 
duce them, though they were deſirous 
to comply with my ſiſter's earneſtneſs to 
lee me, which was very great. „ T'his 
opportunity of my dining with the cu- 


rate was not neglected: as they were 
intimate with him, under pretence of a 


viſit, they ſatisfied their curioſity. My 


filter I thought very handſome, though 
a little ſun-burnt. Colin put me to 
the bluſh ; for, after looking earneſtly 
at me, he cried out very bluntiy, he 
had ſeen me before, and that he was 
acquainted with my features. That 
* may be, {aid I, very gravely, So la- 


conick an anſwer, with my ſerious air, 


demoliſhed poor Colin; and had not a 


_ glaſs or two of wine made him find his 


tongue again, we ſhould have heard no 
more of him. A tone of voice, a ſingle 
word, daſhes the moſt familiar, I was 
pretty good at this. L 

The laſt peal for veſpers having rung, 
I roſe and took leave of the curate, 
thanking him for his civilities : he pro- 
poſed my returning after church, and 
that they would think of ſoine amuſe— 
ment. I told him I had letters to write, 
and could not poilibly accept of the 
honour. He found it was not ſo eaſy 


à matter to govern me as he had ima- 
gined, and gave over all thoughts of 
becoming my confident, When Me 
chanced to meet, I behaved with great 
' politeneſs, but that was all. | 
Next day his niece returned my viſit, 


As ſhe ſeemed much upon the reſerve, 


and very diſcreet, I received her very 


courteouſly. Soon after, I invited her 


and her uncle to dinner: thus, being 
out of their debt, I eluded, under va- 
rious pretexts, any farther meetings. 


It was evident I did not care for com- 
pany ; my way of life, as well as my 
perſon, was no longer a novelty: in a 
ſhort time, my name was never men- 
tioned, | 
I had been near a month at my fa- 
ther's without hearing of the marquis; 
this had thrown me into an uneakine(s 
which was frequently attended with 
tears: when one morning my mother 
acquainted me, that a man juſt alighted 
from horſeback deſired to ſpeak with 
me, ſaying he had letters to deliver, 
I trembled athearing this, concluding he 
came from my lover: my heart told me 
I was not miſtaken. I dehred he might 
be brought to me, and retired to aclo- 
{et next the garden, in order not to be 
interrupted, but to be at liberty to talk 
with the courier, in caſe he ſhould have 
any thing to ſay, He immediately en- 
tered. Seeing it was not Dubois, as 1 
expected, I received his packet without 
| 13 obſciving 
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obferving any thing particular but a 


large plaiſter on his forehead ; which, 
as it was no very agreeable ſight, made 


me look another way, * You may go 


© and reſt yourſelf at the alehouſe, 
ſaid I to the man, giving him a crown, 
© and I will ſend for you when there 1s 
© occahon. I believe it unneceſſary,” 
added I, to caution you againſt ſay- 
© ing any thing; the perſon you come 
© from, to be ſure, has inſtructed you 
© how to behave.” The courier only 
made a bow, and retired, 


J opened the packet the moment he 


left me. My ſurprize was very great 
when I found but this one line in the 
marquis's hand: The courier wil] tell 


you the reſt.— Alas!” cried I, what 


© means this? Where is the courier? 
© Why did he go, if he has any thing 


© to ſay to me? I was juſt running 


out of the room to call him back, not 


comprehending the myttery, when I 


found him before me on his knees. 


What do I ſee !* cried I a ſecond time, 
throwing myſelf about the neck of this 
lovely courier: is it you, my dear 


s marquis?“ I could ſay no more; 
ſo dear and unexpected a ſight overcame 


me. I was near ſwooning away with 
exceſs of joy. 


The marquis was concerned for having 


thus ſurprized me: he begged a thou- 


ſand pardons; but, alas! there was no 


occaſion for it. I obliged him to fit down, 
and made an endearing apology in my 


turn for not knowing him. I could 
not forbear laughing, when I reflected 


on the reception I had given him: he 
laughed very heartily, and mimicked, 


though he could ſcarce contain himſelf, 


the grave air with which I gave him the 
crown to ſpend at the alehouſe. Bur, 


« raillery apart,“ ſaid I, let them 


© think what they wili, I will order 
© ſomething to be brought that you 


map refreſh, of which you mult cer- 


c tainly ſtand in need.” 
In reality, the marquis was ſo ſpent, 


that he accepted of my offer. He told 
me, I need be under no apprebenſions 


for appearances, he having given him- 
ſelf out for my brother when he came to 


the houſe; and that as to his ſer- 


vants, who were at the publick-houſe, 
they were lo lately hired, that it could 
not be diſcovered who they belonged to. 
J was chaimed wi:h the marquis's pru- 
dence, I had ſo many things to men- 
tion in my letter, that 1 forgot to fe- 


mind him, he had been formerly ſeen - 
at the village, and might poſhbly be 
known, and therefore ought to be on 
his guard. But his good ſenſe ſupplied 
my deficiency; and, as every thing was 
ſafe, I indulged the pleaſure arifing 
from the ſight of ſo dear and worthy a 


The notion that the plaiſter he had on 
his forehead was only an artifice for 
diſguiſing himſelf, prevented my en- 
quiring any thing concerning it: but 
ee recollecting the wound which 


had given me ſuch uneaſineſs, J aſked 


if it was healed. My ſurgeon ſtill 
© attends me,” anſwered he, and dreſſes 
© it every day; but I am aſſured the 
© danger is over.'—* How!' cried I, 


alarmed at what I heard, you are not 


« periectly recovered, and venture to 
ride poſt ? Certainly, my lord, you 
© are bent on deſtroying your life, and 
© killing me with grief !'—“ Make 
« yourtelf eaſy, my charming Jenny, 
replied the dear man, judging of the 
exceſs of my paſſion by my uneaſineſs 
© I find myſelf exceeding well within 
© theſe few days; and the delightful 
« pleaſure of heholding you will com- 
« pleat my recovery. Be perſuaded, 
that if I had been any longer debarred 
© ſeeing ſuch a lovely object, T mutt 
© have funk under it. My valet de 
chambre, who plainly ſaw that ab- 


_ © ſence from you was the only obſtacle 


© to ray recovery, firſt propoſed the 
* journey, Neither did I ride poſt, as 
© you imagine, but came in my chaiſe, 
* which is very eaſy, and with my own 
* horſes, That the journey was neceſ- 
« fary for aſſiſting the cure, was evident 
* from the benefit I immediately re- 
« ceived, and the effect it had on my 
© wound. I am convinced, that in 
eight days more there will be nothing 
remaining but the ſcar; and, if you 
Will ſuffer me to ſtay ſo long in the 
© village, you ſhall ſee the experiment. 
Give me your conſent, my deareſt 
© mittreſs,* added this amiable lover; 
© by ſo endearing a condeſcenſion I 
© ſhall be amply rewarded for all I 
have ſuffered ſince our parting. Af- 
* ter ſo tedious a ſacrifice to duty, may 

not love demand ſome regard?” 
Alas! what could I object againſt 
ſuch convincing proofs of his tender- 
neſs? Thus far I had lived in perpetual 
alarms. certainly I might be allowed 
{ome {mall reipite, Had I been leſs 
acquainted 
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acquainted with the ſtri& probity of my 
worthy admirer, perhaps I ſhould not 
have agreed to ſo long a ſtay; but the 


confidence I repoſed in his diſcretion 


took off all the difficulty. You have 
© declared yourſelf my brother,” replied 
I, and as ſuch you may continue 
© here. I have experienced your love 
© and your virtue, and accept of the 
© precious moments you offer, being 
© perſuaded I ſhall never have the leait 
© reaſon to repent it.*—* Is there any 
© room for a doubt on this occaſion ?? 
cried my lover, tenderly kiſſing my 
hand. Can you think I forget what 
© 1s due to you? Ah, Jenny! the let- 
ter I wrote to thank you for the mo- 
ney you ſent, ought to convince you 
how ſenſible I am of the delicacy of 
your behaviour: that moment, had I 
been able, I would have flown hither 
to ſhew my gratitude; and, had it 
been practicable, I would not have 


not have truſted to fair proteſtations 
and vain letters, which ſpeak the 
mind only by halves ; but the great- 
ne:s of my wound Hold, my 
lord, cried I, much perplexed at what 
I heard * ſuppreſs an acknowledgment 
© which is no way due to one who muſt 
© be ever indebted to you; but ſatisfy 


© me about this letter, which you fay 


© you wrote, and which I never received.“ 


—* How is this!' replied the marquis. 


with ſome emotion. Did not a ter- 
vant of mine, whom I ſent polt, deli. 
© ver to you a packet, with a picture en- 


© cloſed ?—* Nol' cried I, ſtill more 
alarmed, your ſervant has betrayed 


you: for Melicouit, I know, is too 


exact not to have forwarded every 


© thing that was diiected to my lodg- 
© ing.'—" It was directed to him, that 
© common friend ta us both,” repited 
the marquis, * There I fent it, in 
order that your place of retreat might 
remain a ſecret, and what you tell 
me, ſurprizes as much as it alarms 
me. Let me ſend for my valet de 
chambre, that he may ſet out inſtant- 
ly for the amy. The ſervant I ſpeak 
of is employed in conducting my 
baggage; he thould be brought hither, 
that I may know what he has done 
with my letter: there is ſome myſtery 
in this affair, which I do not com- 


prized, that M. De Melicogrt lent 
back my expreis without a ſingle 


contented myſelf with words; I would 


prehend, I remember I was ſur- 


line; and particularly what the fel- 
© low faid on that ſubject, that Meli- 
© court, when he received the packet, 
* was juſt going a journey, and told 
© him he would write to me by the next 
« poſt at his return, I was in daily ex- 
* peciation of hearing from him, and 
* the diſappointment of a letter, joined 
* to the deſire of ſeeing you, haſtened 
my journey, This affair is of too 
great conlequence to be neglected. 
Far from diſapproving the marquis's 
propoſal, I adviſed him to ſend another 
expreſs to Mc<}icourt, to deſire he would 
enquire at the houſe where I had lodged, 
if any ſuch packet had been left there. 
My lover approved of it, telling me to 


write a note, and it ſhould ſoon be de- 


livered. As I diſcovered ſome appre- 
henſions concerning his attendants, he 
made me eaſy, by informing me, that 
they were ſuch as might be truited ; 


adding, that he would not bring his 
favourite Dubois, leſt, having a re- 


markable face, he ſhould be known in 
the village, where he had converſed 
much when he uſed to be there; and, 
that he might not be out of place, he 


waited on Saint Fal, who wanted ſuch 


a ſervant. Tbis name made me bluſh, 
when I reflected on my ingratitude to ſo 
good a friend. 
enquiripg after him, taken up-as I was 
with the pleafure of ſeeing the marquis 
again, and the concern occaſioned by 
the loſs of the letter. I acknowledged 
my injultice, frankly owning to my lover 
the real cauſe; but he confeſſed him- 
ſelf greatly obliged to me for it. He 
added, that his kin{man would ſhortly 
be exchanged, and regain his liberty. 


When the marquis nad diſpatched his 
expreſſes, I defired dinner to be brought 


up. It happened very luckily that the 
ſoup was good, and 1 obliged bim to 
eat heartily, I would not ſuffer him to 
taik of any thing that might make him 
uneaſy, and always interrupted him 


when he mentioned the old marquis. 
He was grown fo pale, and was ſo inueh+ 4 MN he 
altered, that it drew tears from me. His 


wound, or rather the great patch upon 
it, coveied one eye-brow, and gave him 
an air that was particular, but.agr diſ- 
agreeable, as it had an aſſurance which 
takes with women. I had not as yet 
ſeen him with his hat on; but his wound 
obliging him not to be long uncovered, 
his look beſpoke a certain boldnels that 
charmed me even to admiration. He 

112 ſmiled 


I never thought of 
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ſmiled upon me from time to time, as 
1 would not ſuffer him to ſpeak, and his 
ſmiles had their peculiar graces. When 
he offered ſometimes to kiſs my hand, 
J pulled it away; but in truth, it was 
more out of a habit of reſervedneſs, than 
any fear; for when he happened to ſur- 
prize me, I was not forry, Why ſhould 
I not own it; I ſhould tell a lye in de- 
nying it, which I think more blameable 
than to indulge a viriuous lover in fo in- 
nocent a way, TI barall commentaries; 
ſo, no more of that. 

My lover was too dear to me, not to 
think of his repoſe. We had no ſooner 
dined, but J inſiſted upon his going to 
lie down, proteſting I would not ſee 
him again till ſupper=t1me. He begged 
hard for one hour; but I was inexora- 
ble, and told him I would ſend Bar- 


bara to the inn, that I might be ſatisfied 
he complied with what I required. 


Theſe little regards charmed him; and 
he declared, at taking his leave, that 
he was convinced he only now began to 
live. 

the moſt agreeable reflections. I was 


quis was to me, hy what he had done; 
it was a convincing proof of the ſolidity 


pleaſing myſelf with the conſequences 
which might naturally be expected from 
it. Had it not been for the letter which 


would have been compleat; but as J 
had hitherto experienced lo many croſſes, 
I might realonably dread ſome florm 
would follow. This notion no ſooner 


pated the motions of ſatis faction to which 
I abandoned myſelf. The impetuous 
love of the old marquis put the finiſh 
ing ſtroke to my diſquiet; and, after ya- 
rious reflections on all theſe things, I 
began to find I was ſtill at a great diſ- 
tance from my wiſhed-for point, and 
with which I had too eaſily flattered my- 
. 5 

My head was full of all this, when I 
heard a coach and ſz vera] horſes ſtop at 
the door. I was frigluened. Hea- 
« vens!'- cried I to myſelf, © can I be 
© ſo unfortunate that the old marquis 
© ſhould have diſcovered where I am, 


* haps ſome of the young marquis's 
© ſervants have informed his father, that 
5 ke is come here to ſee me!* I trembled: 


When alone, I indulged myſelf in 


ſatisfied how greatly attached the mar- 


of his paſſion; and could not forbear 


was either intercepted or Joſt, my joy 


gained ground, but it inſenſibly diſſi- 


© and is come to reprimand me |! or per- 
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ſuch an equipage ſtopping at the door 
could regard nobody but myſelf, as it 
was impoſſible for any one elle there to 
have ſuch viſitants. Barbara, who came 
and informed me of a heautiful young 
lady, as ſhe exprefled it, diſſipated my 
fears. But what joy when ſhe entered, 
and I knew her! Is it you, my dear 
Saint Agnes! cried I, embracing her: 
© how much am I obliged to you for 
© thus remembering me!* This lovely 


friend ſhewed how dear I was to her by 
her affectionate embraces. © You arc at 


© liberty,” cried I, after we were ſeated, 
and our firſt tranſports ſomething abat- 
ed. I ſee an end of your troubles,” 
continued I: I am overjoyed.— 
« Heaven has at laſt removed the obſta- 
cles,” replied this lovely friend, which 
© obſtrudted my happineſs; but had 
© not a ſevere ſickneſs brought my fa- 
© ther to death's door, I doubt whether 
© or no, in ſpite of al} Melicourt's hopes, 
© TI ſhould ever have broke through my 
cruel] bonds. Freſh obſtacles, which, 
they took care to inform me of in the 
convent, to puniſh me, I ſuppole, for 
being ſo deſirous of leaving it, threaten- 


* 


eyen gathered as much from my huſ- 


to give me hopes; I diſcovered a con- 
fuſion in his ſtyle, which overturned 
all he could alledge to comfort me: 
but Heaven, doubtleſs moved to com- 
paſlion by my ſofferings, provided a 
remedy whence I had leait reaſon to 
expect it, My father imagining he 
was going to give an account of his 
paſt lite, upon recollecting his injuſ- 
tice to me, was ſtartled: he thought he 
could not be expeditious enough in 


vent him. An-authentick declaration, 


ledging he had forced me, knowing 
I was married, to take the vows, fi- 
niſhed the affair. In three days I was 
taken out of the convent, with leave 


bleſſing. My mother received me 
with tears of repentance: ſhe intro- 
duced me, and 1 threw myſelf at my 
father's feet. The condition I found 


him in not only made me forget all 
his cruelty, but, pierced with bitter 
grief, I offered to Heaven my ardent 
vows for his preſervation, which was 
miracnlouſly granted. He had ſcarce 
given me his bleſſing, when a gh 
« ty 
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ed me with being a priſoner for life: 1 


band's letter. In vain did he pretend 


making amends, leſt death ſhould pre- 


ſigned by proper witnefles, acknow- 


to go and receive a dying father's 


THE FORTUNATE COUNTRY MAID, 


t ful criſis, which at firſt was thought to 
be a redoublement of the tever, and the 
beginning of anagony, threw him into 
a ſweat, which expelled the morhifick 
matter. In three days time he was 
entirely himſelf, and with tears ac 
knowledged that he attribute his life 
to what he had done for me, and my 
return home. 

In a word, my dear friend,“ con- 
tinued Saint Agnes, * my father is re- 
covered, and deſigns to re unite me 
to my dear Melicourt, As he has 
affairs of the lalt conſequence to finiſh 
at court, before my buſineſs can be 
concluded, he propoſed carrying me 
along with him. My lover is itil] 1g- 
norant of all this, and I believe will 
be agreeably ſurprized.“ I chrled the 
lovely Minette for making Melicourt 
ſuffer ſo long on account of not hearing 
from her. Her excuſe was, that during 
her father's illneſs ſhe was fo taken up, 
that ſhe had no leiſure. It is true,” 
added ſhe, © that ſince his recovery, to the 
© day I ſet out, I might have anſwered 
© his letters; but the tidings I carry 
© mylelf are worth purchaſing.” I had 
too much kindneſs for Melicourt to ap- 
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prove of her plot, which might give him 


great uneaſineſs: dear- bought experience 
made me compaſſionate; and the hertelf 
ought to have known what uncertainty 
is on ſuch occaſions. But Mademoi- 
felle De ——, whoſe heart was at eaſe, 


and who was naturally very gay, ban- 


tered my tendernels, and ſaid the would 
acquaint her hutband with it the next 
day, and would not for the world loſe 
the pleaſure of ſurprizing him with her 
, | | 

I enquired of Mademoiſelle De —— 
where her father was, and why I had 
not the honour of ſeeing him. She in- 


formed me, that he had ſtopped about 


half a league off, at an old friend's, 


whom he had promiſed to call on, and 


that ſhe had aſked his leave to take that 
opportunity of ſeeing me more at lei- 
ſure. I found likewiſe that Melicourt 


had acquainted her with my late adven- 
tures, and with the place to which I had. 
retired: upon this, ſhe had prevailed 

with her father to go out of the road, 


that ſhe might give me proots of her 
friendſhip, and communicate her good 
fortune, in which ſhe knew I ſo truly 
ſhared, | 
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ſhe deſired me, with great earneſtneſs, 
to relate my adventures from the time 
J left her in the monaſtery; ſaying, that 
the account ſhe had received from Me- 
licourt was very imperfeèt. This re- 
queſt was too convincing a proof how 
much ſhe intereſted herſelf in my re- 
card to be refuſed; accordingly, 1 gave 
her a full detail. Is it pollible,” cried 
ſhe, when 1 had done, * that at your 
tender years you can have tuffered ſo 
many diſatters? Why, you can furniſh 
out a romance. You have reaſon, my 
dear friend, added ſhe, © to hope you 
are at the end of your troubles, and 
that you will one day be as happy as 
you have hitherto been unfortunate 
my example ought to encourage you. 
Patience, and a juſt confidence in 
Heaven, ſurmount the greateſt diffi- 
culties.“ 3 
After ſome reflections of the like na- 
ture, 1 enquired after the beautiful Lin- 
damine. She has often enquired after 
© you,” repited Mademoiſelle De ) 
and is very much yours. She was far 
from happy at firſt: her devotion, with 
all it's tervour, could ſtill not entirely 
banith all thoughts of Belizai. She 
ſtill loved him, as ſhe owned, but 
with a paſſion ſo refined, that fie be- 
ſought Heaven to open his eyes, and 
give lim grace to repent of his paſt life, 
It ſeemed as if her vows were heard. 
The young man, by the Divine af- 
ſiſtance, and the goo:l example his 
fair miſtreſs had ſet before him, quit- 
ted the world, and prof=fled himſelf a 
Carthuftan, Then was compleated our 
triend's happineſs ; from that moment 
her days have flowed with uninterrupt- 
ed peace and tranquillity of mind 
taken up with the diſcharge of her du- 
ty, ſhe knows no other pleaſure, Her 
lweetneſs of temper and good ſenſe 
endear her to the whole monaſtery, 
and every one glories in being of the 
number of her friends. It was with 
great regret I parted from her: what- 
ever fate attends me, her memory will 
be always dear.” © 
Mademoiſelle De —— had ſcarce 
done ſpeaking, when her father arrived, 
In conſideration of my friend, T recgred 
him in the beſt manner. He ſeemed a 
man of ſenſe, and one who had ſeen the 
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world: his behaviour was politencls it» 


ſelf. 


T informed him bow much I was 


When my lovely friend had acquaint- concerned at my bad accommodations, 


ed me with all that had happened to her, 


deſigning to have had his company at 
| | lupper, 
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had been conveniences in the village for 


 bimſelf and attendants, he could not 


make any ſtay, preſſed as he was for 
time, it being abſolutely neceſſary to 
make all haſte to court; adding, that 
his daughter's affairs admitted of no de- 
Jay. This was a ſufficient reaſon for 
my not inſiſting upon it. The lady 


and J parted with mutual proteltations 


of friendſhip, promiſing each other an 
exact account of our ſeveral fortunes. 
Her father aſked my commands for 
Verſailles; but I only begged of him 
not to mention -me on any account, 
giving him to underſtand that it was of 
the greateſt conſequence to me not to 
be remembered there. Both he and his 


daughter aſſured me I might be perfect- 


Iy eaſy as to that particular, and that 
they were too much my friends not to 
behave as ſuch on all occaſions, 

About an hour after they were gone 
came the marquis: he was dreſſed, and 
as it was on my account, it made an 


impreſſion. His tenderneſs expreſſed 
itfetf in the livelieſt terms, and diſcover- 
ed his impatience to be united to me for 


ever. My father's paſſion, ſaid he, 
4 js an invincible difficulty; neither do 
I fee at preſent how it can be removed. 


as you are charming, I ſhouid not be 
thus perplexed between love and duty. 
How ſhall I mention you to him, and 


love, be could only reproach me with 
my indiicretion, as he termed it: but 
now I am his rival and ſon; and, as 
the latter, will expect I ſhould yield 
to him. Ah, Jenny, Jenny! what 
can be done? Adviſe me; for if you 


you deltroy a man whole lite is devoted 
to you.“ 

What could I do but comfort fo ami- 
able a lover? J ſaw no expedient to 
cure the old marquis of his paſſion, 
much leſs to obtain his conſent for his 
ſon's marrying, Had I liſtened to the 
dictates of a tender and well-exprefled 


affection, I might have admitted of an 
expedient which has often ſucceeded ; 


but it was ſuch as I had determined ne- 
ver to employ, The marquis repre- 
ſented, that women of the firſt rank have 
recourle to it, and that by being ſecret- 
ly married we fhould be mutually arm- 
ed againſt any engagements which might 


perhaps be piopoſed. Were you leſs 


Did you but appear to him as homely 


aſſert my paſſion ? Before he fell in 


abandon me, overwhelmed as I am, 
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ſupper. He replicd, that though there 


© acquainted with me, or had the leaft 
© reaſon to ſuſpect my honour, I ſhould 
© approve of the diflike you expreſs of 
© my propoſal ; 'hut am I capable of 
© deceiving you? Do you believe me 
© fo baſe ?'—" No, my lord, anſwered 
I, it is nothing of all this 1 dread ; 
© but to loſe that interior peace I have 
© ever enjoyed, even in my greateſt mis- 
fortunes. The happineſs of being 
yours 1s too precious to be blended 
with tears and bitter remorſe, and to 
run the riſque of forfeiting of it. What. 
< ever happens, added I, embracing 
his hand, © you will be ever dear to me; 
and if I am not ſo fortunate as to be 
© yours, I ſhall have the comfort of 
© having contributed nothing to my own 
« wretchedne!s; no ſmall conſolation 
© to a heart like mine! 

My lover was too reaſonable and too 
obliging to inſiſt any longer upon it; 
he aſſured me, that ſince I difapproved 


of his propolal, he would never men- 


tion 1t more, I made him a return for 
his complaiſance by all the. little inno- 
cent careſſes poſſible, * We muſt have 
© patience,” he cried, charmed with my 
endearing behaviour: © I will wait, my 
dear wife! provided you reſerve for 
© me that heart on which alone my hap- 
c pine!s depends. Perhaps my father's 
© paſſion may abate, and he deſiſt from 
* oppoling what I ſo earneſtly delire, 
© At the worft, I want hut two years 
of being at age, and then the Jaw—* 
Ab, my lord!” cried I with as much 
quickneſs of thought as good ſenſe, can 
© you have reconrſe to methods, not 
uncommon indeed, but ſuch as muſt 
render children ungrateful to their pa- 
rents? Rather let wretched Jenny drag 
on her irk ſome days, than ſuffer one ſo 
dear to her to come to ſo odious 
extremities. Win over a father, who 
is only cruel in oppoſing your deſires; 
and, by a thouſand proofs of your 


conſent. Such are the means I ap- 
prove of for engaging parents to a 
compliance; all others are highly 
blameable, and inconſiſtent with the 
dictate of nature and reaſon.* | 
The marquis was ſo aſtoniſhed at the 
greatneſs of my ſentiments, uttered with 
an uncommon firmneſs of voice, that 
he looked at me with an air of the great- 
eſt reſpect. Indeed,” cried he, you 
© ſurpyize me. As to wit, diſcretion, 
© and good ſenſe, I have ever expe- 

| © rienced 
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e rienced them in you; but I could not 
© have imagined that you brought into 
the world ſuch noble fentiments ; 
which, though oppoſite to my de- 
e ſigns, I am compelled to admire and 
6 reſpet. The more you ſhew your- 
« ſelf worthy of the greateſt rank, the 
© more excuſable both my father and I 
« muſt appear. My own paſſion pre- 
«© yents me from being ſurprized that my 
«© father ſnould be thus enamoured, and 
© endeavour to ſecure the poſſeſſion of 
© fo rich a treaſure,* I interrupted the 
marquis; he ſoothed my vanity too 
much: I beſought him to forbear ; pro- 
teſting, my only ambition was to pleaſe 
him, and deſerve his love as long as I 
„„ c ä 

The marquis was going to reply, 
when a ſervant he had diſpgtched to 
Paris entered with a letter from Me- 
licourt, We were ſurprized to fee him 
again ſo ſoon ; he could never have been 
at. Paris; and both the marquis and I 
were at a loſs what to think. Our ſur- 
prize increaſed when he told us he met 
Melicourt on the road, who was com- 
ing to meet his miſtreſs ; one of her fa- 
ther's ſervants, with a view of being 
well rewarded, had acquainted him with 
the good news. Our friend informed 


us, that he had been exceeding exact in 


taking. an account of ail that came to 
the lodging in his abſence, both out of 
reſpe& to me, as well as in regard of 
his own affairs, which were of too great 
conſequence to admit of the leaſt neg- 
let. He added, if he might venture to 
give his opinion, the ſervant we men- 
tioned had betrayed his truſt; which 
he thought the more likely, becauſe the 
old marquis, provoked as he was by 
my flight, and ſo deſperately in love as 
he appeared, had doubtleſs uſed ail 
means poſſible to diſcover me, in order 
to purſue his amour. | 

This anſwer overwhelmed us with 
freſh alarms. If it be true, as it is 
© but too likely, ſaid the marquis, my 
© father is acquainted with my journey; 
© and, what is ſtil} worſe, it will be im- 
© prudent in me to ſtay any longer here, 
© for ſear he ſhould ſuſpect where I am.” 
I was of the ſame opinion, as it was 
natural to think the traitor would not 


| do his buſineſs by halves. 


This news made us very melancholy 
all that evening ; but it was nothing to 
what followed. The third day came the 


marquis's ſecretary, whom he had fent 
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to meet his equipage, in order to bring 


with him the ſervant in queſtion, As 


ſoon as he appeared, his maſter expreſſed 


a great ſurprize at his ſudden return 
knowing, as he ſaid, that his equipage 
muſt be at leaſt fourſcore leagues * 
Paris, and that it was impoſſible for him 
to go and come in ſo ſhort a time. The 
ſecretary replied, that it was necdlefs to 
take that trouble; that about thirty 
leagues diſtance he found the ſervant at 
an inn, who, as ſoon as he was diſco - 
vered, took horſe ; but, as this beſpoke 
a conſciouſneſs of guilt, the ſecretary 
purſued him till he took ſhelter in a 
wood, Upon this, finding it to no pur- 
poſe to follow him, he thought proper 
to enquire what had brought him to the 
inn where we found him. The ſecre- 
tary was told, that the man was but 
juſt come when he arrived, He con- 
cluded his relation with ſaying, that he 
was informed that the runaway had en- 
quired what road a chaiſe had taken, 
attended by three ſervants, which he 
ſaid he had miſſed, The ſecretary eaſi- 


ly gathered from hence, that the ſer- 
vant's enquiry tended to diſcover which 
way his maſter was gone; and, by g0- 


ing from village to village, to learn 
where he ſtopped. 

My lover no longer doubted, after 
this ſecond piece of treachery, but that 
his father was in poſſeſſion of his letter, 
and acquainted with bis joeney, and 
his views in undertaking it. We gueiſcd 


beſides, that the villain had ſent an ex- 


preſs to the old marquis, to inform him 
of his ſon's departure; and that the fa- 
ther had ordered the young marquis to 
be purſued, 1n order to know where he 
went, judging rightly, it was the only 
means of diſcovering where I lay con- 
cealed, | | 

It followed from the ſervant's flight, 
when found out by the fectetary; that 


he did not know where his maſter was, 


and that the tearof heing puniſhed would 


deter him from making any farther en- 


quiry. This thought afforded ſome 
comfort, | 


After mature reflection on all that 


had paſſed, the queſtion was how to be- 
have in ſuch tickliſh circumſtanges, 
The marquis was for my going to Pa- 
ris, where I might be better concealed ; 
but I would not hear of this good ad- 
vice, fearing new troubles; at all ha- 
zards I was with my parents, which 
was my proper place: 1 had but to de- 

| dclare 
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clare who T was; no one had any power 


to take me away, Such was my way 
ef reaſoning. 
The marquis was quite at a Joſs, 
Two days after, he ſtil} aſked me what 
was to be done; accuſtomed as he was 
to my company, he could not prevail on 
himſelf to leave me. The charms of 
living with a perſon beloved were ſo be- 
witching, that I was as little miſtreſs of 
myſelf in this particular. The eight days 
that we had fixed for his repoſe were 
more than. paſſed; neither I nor my 
lover ever thought of counting them. 
We uſed to walk out every day, when 
the heat was over, about a quarter of a 
mile from the village, into a little wood, 
round whoſe ſkirts ran a cryſtal ſtream : 
the nightingales, after quenching their 
thirſt in the rivulet, perched themſelves 
on the neighbouring boughs; and, by 
the delightful melody of their warbling 
notes, made us chuſe that charming 


place to reſt in. One evening when the 


moon ſhone very bright, we heard a 
man on horſeback aſk the road to ſuch 
aà village, and how far he was from it. 


At firit we imagined he ſpoke to ſome- 


body in the road; but on his repeating 
the queſtion, the marquis, out of his 
vital good-nature, ſaid, This is ſome 
* {tranger who is out of his knowledge; 
« I muſt direct him, for by his uneafi- 
* nefs he has certainly loſt his way,” 


Upon this he called to him, and gave 


him proper directions. The ſtranger, 
overjoyed at it, aſked if the perſon to 
whom he owed this obligation belong- 
ed to the village. My lover, without 


reflection, anſwering in the affirmative, 


the ſtranger enquired if an officer of 
diſtinction had not come thither in a 
chaiſe with three ſervants, and whether 
he went any farther. At this queſtion 
the marquis, who was near me, made a 
fign. This regaids me, ſaid he in 
a low voice; © keep out of fight, I muſt 
« examine farther ; perhaps it is my 
© traitor of a ſervant,” Though I trem- 
| bled for fear, I left him to act as he 
thought fit. My lover made up to the 
road; and, diſguiſing his voice, told 
the ſtranger that he could inform him 
detter than any one, the officer he de- 
feribed being lodged at his houle. 
© What! are you then the inn keeper ?* 
replied the ſtranger, riding up to him. 
© Yes,” anſwered the marquis, © and 
the only one in the village. If you 
will come and taſte my wine, you 


© will own, that if it is not the beſt ia 
© the country, at leaſt it is as agreeable 
das any.“ The ſtranger by this was 
come up, and the moon, unluckily for 
him, being under a cloud, did not diſ- 
cover who he was talking with. Do 
« you ſay,” ſaid he, ſtopping his horſe, 
© that the officer I mentioned is at your 


© houſe '— Yes, Sir,* anſwered the 


marquis; * and to convince you, I will 
* deſcribe him. Is he not a tall young 
© man, with black eyes, and wears a 
© plaiiter or large patch on his forehead, 
© his hair curled, and had on when he 
came a light brown ſurtout with gold 
© frogs ??—+ You are right,” replied 
the ſtranger; it is certainly he. I am 
very lucky in meeting you! And tel! 
© me, pray, is he here ſtill ?—* Yes, 
© yes,” ſaid the marquis, fully ſatisfied 
he was not miſtaken. * How does he 
© employ himſelf ?' added the ſtranger, 
© Why, as to that,“ replied the mar- 
quis ſomething myſteriouſly, © he — 
Out with it!' cried the other; makes 
© love perhaps. Am I not right? There 
is no great harm in that, if the girl 
© be worih the while, —“ Oh, I War- 
rant her worth the while.“ replied my 
lover, lowering his voice and drawing 
nearer; if you doubt it, I can ſoon 
* convince you; for though it is but 
moon-light, one may fee well enough 
not to be miſtaken in that point, And, 
to tell you the truth, I was liſtening 
to a converſation between the two 
lovers, when you called out; I do not 
know whether the noiſe you made has 
not diſturbed them; but, if you have 
any curioſity, you need only alight 
and follow me, to ſee them together 
without being difcovered,” 
The bait was too alluring not to take. 
He was no ſooner diſmounted, but the 
marquis ſeized him by the throat, * I 
© have you, traitor !* cried he, preſent- 
ing the point of his ſword, “ Confels, or 
© die this inſtant !* I ſcreamed out, for 
fear the mar quis, in his paſſion, ſhould 
diſpatch the wretch. Fear nothing, 
Madam, faid the marquis, * I have 
© ſecured the villain.—Own the truth!” 
continued he, turning to the man, and 
© I will pardon you on that condition, 
© and provided I never ſee you more.' 
The traitor, finding it was the marquis, 
ſeemed more dead than alive, and fell 
at his feet, dreading his reſentment. 
* Speak,* continued my lover; © you 
know me, and I will be as good as 
my 
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© my word.“ The ſervant, Knowing he 
might depend on bis maſter's promiſe, 
informed him, that he was drawn in 
and corrupted hy the old marquis' s gen- 
tleman. What, Forſan l'. cried the 


marquis in a ſurprize. How can that 


be? You diſſemble the truth; my 


father has diſcharged him. It was 


© in order to make his peace,” replied 
the man, that, as ſoon as he heard 
© Madame Des Roches was gone off, he 
© took it into his head, knowing his 
© malter's paſſion, to find her out for 
© him. - He was ſure, as he ſaid, there 
© was a correſpondence hetween your 
* lordſhip and the lady; and he did not 


doubt lucceſs if he could inter cept one 


of your letters. 

With this project he left Parts; and 
© came privately to the camp. He pitch- 
© ed upon me preferably to any other, 
« becauſe I am his countryman, was 
« formerly his ſervant, and was recom- 
* mended by him to your lordſhip. Af- 
© ter reminding me of all this, he told 


© me what had happened to him, and 


* his deſign of getting his pardon, and 
© revenging himſelf on the lady who 
s had occaſioned his misfortune ; pro- 
© miling me, that'it I came readily into 
© his mealures, beſides a ſuitable re- 


© compence, he would make my for- 
tune. Finding me. but too well diſ- 
© poſed to ſecond his defign, he c- 


© quainted me with the contrivance, and 
directed me to be always near you, 
© that when yuu wrote any letters, I 
© might be entruſted with them, and 
© then deliver them to him, in order to 
© compaſs his deſign. 

M. De Forſan was too well obeyed; 
« as ſoon as your lordſhip ordered me to 


„go to Paris, I went to the village 


© where he lay concealed, expecting to 
© hear from me. He hugged me for 

© joy, when. he read the letter with 
© which you bad entruſted me. Let 
« us go, laid he; «© this is ſomething, 
« and I am ſure of being taken into 


„ fayour again.“ He was in the right. 


© The moment he wrote the old mar- 

© quis word at his arrival, that he had 
© news of Madame Des Roches to him, 
© he had admittance, and was reſtored 
© to his place. It was reſolved I fl. ould 
© return to you with the anſwer I 
: * brought, and continue to intercept 

© your letters, in order to diſcover where 
« the lady was, which you did nat men- 
tion in the e received; and 


© 
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© that J ſhould ſend all letters I could 

* ſecure, under a direction they gave for 

that purpoſe, 
© But your ſudden departure from the 
army, which we did not expect, diſ- 
concerted all our meaſures. I could 
only acquaint M. Forſan with it, and 
what road the equipage, with which 
I was left, was to take, The third 
day after we ſet out, a poſtilion be- 
longing to the old marquis met me 
with a letter from M. Forſan, order- 
ing me to leave the equipage, and en- 
deavour by any means to diſcover 
what road you had taken; with a 
promiſe, that if I could find out Ma- 
dame Des Roches by it, ſuppoſing 
you were gone thither, that the old 
marquis would reward me very hand- 
ſomely, and advance me in his fami- 
ly. This was the reaſon of my pur- 
ſuing you io obſtinately, and flying 
when met by your ſecretary ; being 


that you had ſent him after me, Bur 
I was no ſooner clear of him, than 1 
renewed my enquiry, and this with 
ſo much diligence in all the villages 
on the road, that you ſee, my lord, 1 
ſhould have ſucceeded, had I not un- 


expectedly met with you. Heaven, 


to puniſh my treachery, would not 
ſuffer it to proſper, I am in your 
power, and you may diſpoſe of me as 
you pleaſe: but I truſt in your cle- 
mency, and hope you will ſhew mercy 
to a poor wretch, who has ſuffered 
himſelf to be corrupted, and who 
was really informed that it was for 
your good, and that it was in reality 
ſerving you, to break off an affair, 
as they termed it, which, ſooner or 
later, muſt end in your ruin, and 
which the marquis your father was 
determined to prevent.” 

The ſervant, after this proteſt uon, 
threw himſelf again at the marquis's 
feet, and wept bitterly. I was very 
ſolicitous in his behalf. I will keep 
© my word with him, Madam,” cried 
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the marquis, © provided he never ap- 


© proaches me more. Neverthclefs, pru- 
© gence direfts me to ſecure him ti} [ 


am at home again, to prevenv any 


© farther treachery.— “ Ab, my lord!” 
cried the fellow with tears, I twear by 
© all that is ſacred, that it is the tar- 
© thelt from my thoughts; and, if yuu 
grant me a pardon, I fall make no 
other uſe of it than te endeavour at 
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© repairing the fault I have had the 
mis fortune to commit.“ The man's 
behaviour had ſo much the air of a 
ſincere repentance, that I was much 
moved. I pleaded ſo earneſtly in his 
behalf, that the marquis releaſed him, 
aſſuring me, that any requeſt of mine 
ſhould be implicitly complied with; 
and, as a proof of it, he gave him four 
louis-d'ors, telling him, his thanks 
were due to me, whom he intended ſo 
cruelly to injure. After this the mar- 
quis diſmiſſed him, and we returned 
home reaſoning on what had paſſed. 
The day following the marquis re- 
ſolved upon leaving me. If he was 


grow fond of my company, I found 


the ſame ſatisfaction in his: all my 
reaſon was ſummored to ſtifle my tea s 
when he took leave. Remember, 
ſalid I, embracing him, * my fate de- 
« pends on your heart, and in that alone. 
© my happineſs conſiſts.— Alas! re- 
plied my lover, is it poſſible for me 
© to live a moment without doating 


on you? I know no other pleaſure 


© but that of ſeeing you, and telling 
© you ſo; and as for the intervals ef 
abſence, they never w:ll be reckoned 
© in my account of life.“ Saying this, 
he tarew himſelf into his chaile, and re- 
mained ſilent. The people were ga- 
thered about to fee the parting; every 
thing ſurprizes in a village. 
hear them ſay, This is like brothers 


and ſiſters, indeed! See how fond they 


© are of each other! 3 

Had not my heart been full, I could 
not have forborne laughingat the ſim- 
plicity of my countrymen; but, after all, 
it would have been ridiculous. Is there 
ſo much difference between a brother and 
lover? knowledge or prejudice pro- 
nounces. How many do we ſte determin- 
ed by nothing but prevention? It is fo 
at court, why ſhould it not be fo elſe— 
where? Man is ſtill men in all (tations. 

The marquis was no ſooner gone, but 
I gave a loole to tears and complaints. 
When ſhall I ſee again,” cried I, this 
dear man? What will be the event of 
jo tender and unfortunate a love? Are 
« we only enamoured with each other, 
to be continually parting ?* The old 
marquis came into my thoughts next. 
He was acquainted with my place of 
retreat, he accoſts me with fury in his 
eyes, © Take your choice,” lays he, 
either me or a cloiſter. It is in vain 
* for you to place your conſidence in 


I could 


my ſon; he cannot aſſiſt you, ner 
© ſhall ever be yours. You ovght to 
© tremble at the thoughts of provoking 
me, as you mutt both pay very dear 
* for the dangerous advantage he has 
© gained,* Theſe imaginations were ſo 
ſtrong and lively, that I trembled for fear. 


Alas! it was in vain to have recourſe + 


to Heaven; it was deaf to my entteaties. 
Can a heart ſo ſtrongly attached to this 
world expect relief from above? No, 
it is not worthy ; to deſerve, one ought 


to be aſhamed of ſuch weakneſſes, But 


my ſtrength failed me; love had fo 
cruelly overwhelmed me, that nothing 
but what occaſioned my diſtreſs could 
poſſibly retieve me: I found no com- 
fort, in fine, but what ſighs and tears 
afforded. 55 | 

Three days were ſpent in continval 
grief and apprehenſion, The whole 
family, aſtoniſhed at my profound me- 
lancholy, ſtrove in vain to divert me; 
but the penſiveneſs which had ſeized 
me was proof againſt every thing. 

On the fourth day, in the morning, 

my mother came into my chamber, ſay- 
ing that a chaiſe had ſtopped at the 
door, and that a ſtranger wanted to 
ſpeak with me. I deſired he might be 
brought to me. How was I ſurprized, 
when I found it to be Dubois! © Is it 
« poſſible,* ſaid I, receiving a letter 
from him, that after the apprehenſion 
© the marquis and I were under leſt you 
© ſhould be known here, that he ſhould 
© venture to ſend you? * I have taken 
proper precautions,” replied he; © this 
© talie noſe,” (he really had one in his 
hand) would diſguiſe me to my 
* own father; ſo there is nothing te 
© fearon that ſide, Would to Heaven 
I could as eaſily reconcile you to the 
news I bring!“ —“ What has happen- 
ed ?* replied I very earneſtly. * Read,” 
added Dubois, and then you will ſee, 
»vrhether my lord marquis could have 
© pitched upon any one elle to ſend on 
t this occaſion.”  - 
I opened the marquis's letter with 
trembling. Would any one imagine 
the contents? Upon reading the firit 
line, it was watered with my tears. 
It was as follows. It ever grief dil 
patened any one, how came I to ſur- 
vive? 


c 
c 
c 


: 1 Am in the utmoſt deſpair, my 
Charming jenny; judge of it by 

* the honible news I keze tend you, I 
sole 


THE 


loſe you for ever; but be aſtoniſhed 
at the exceſſive cruelty of my fate. 
I am cut off from all hopes of ever 
being yours; and, to compleat my 
misfortune, am obliged to employ all 


the power T have to prevail on you 


But 
this is keeping you too long in ſu- 
ſpenſe. My father lies at the point 


to ſtab a dagger to my heart. 


of death, brought to this extremity. 
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« by you and me; he calls for you, 
© wiſhes for you, and will die in peace, 
© he ſays, if he expires with the name 
* 
4 
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of your huſband. Can I have the 


cruelty, can I be ſo barharous a ſon, 


as to let him periſh, if it be in my 
power to fave him? If I am fo un- 
fortunate as to loſe him, let me not be 


liable to reproach myſelf with being 


* the hated cauſe of his death. 
ever was dear to you, O molt Jovely 


of thy ſex, haſte away! A minute, 


an inſtant, may render me the molt 


guilty of mankind!” 


© What is it to me?” cried I, re- 
© Let the cruel 


doubling my tears. 
parent die, Am I to be anſwerable 
for the fury of his paſſion, and the 
* fatal condition to which it has re- 
| - duced him? And you, my lord mar- 

quis, what have I done to deſerve this 
© treatment ?—Juſt Heayen!* cried I, 
© was it for this you reſerved me? And 

you, deftruive charms! to what 
© have you brought me ?* Saying this, 
I was fo overwhelmed, that unleſs Du- 
bois had ſup 
mult have {wooned awav. 


The marquis had foreſeen, without 


doubt, the condition to which his let- 
ter would reduce me. His valet de 
chambre pulled out a phial, whoſe pre- 
cious elixir cruelly reſtored me to my- 
ſelf. * Alas! why would you not 


* 
Why do you give me this barbarous 
relief? Like a criminal dragged to 
the torture, you ſtrengthen me, only 
4 

© be the more ſenſible.” 

Dubois, as much as he was prepared 


for ſuch a ſcene, was ſo dejected, that 


he was ſcarce able to comfort me. In 
© the name of all that is dear to you, 
© Mademoiſelle,” faid he, bear up 
© againſt this ſtorm; think what a con- 
* dition I left my maſter in! It you 
Knew ' Alas, it is that which 
e diſtracts me! cried I, interrupting 
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ceedingly penſive; 


is 


rted and ſoothed me, I 


ſuffer me to die?* cried I to Dubois. 


that the ſeverity of the ſtrokes may 
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him. © Tf I ſuffered alone, the near 
* proſpect of death would alleviate my 
grief; but the conſideration of my 
dear lover retards my deſpair, and 
witholds my fleeting life. What 
would become of him? Alas! if he 
dreads the approach of a death, whole 
idea makes him tremble, and obliges 
him to facrifice all that is deareſt to 
him in the world; what would be- 
come of this faithful lover, to what 
extremities would he not be hurried, 

if he had my death to lament, of 
which he might juſtly think himſelf 
the cauſe ?? 

After ſaying this I remained ex- 
but coming to my- 
ſelf, Let us go, cried I ; „this lover, 
whom 1 adore, ſhall know how ex- 
tenſive a power he has over me. I de- 
ſigned myſelt for him alone; myſelf 
was all I had, of which he has been 
maſter a long time. He may diſpoſe 
of his own, and I obey, Yes, he 
ſhall know, by the greatneſs of the 
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below him in every thing elle, I am 
not his inferior in point of noble ſen- 
timents; and that, whatever example 
he can (et, I am always ready to imi- 
tate him.“ 
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Dubois, ſurprized at this effort, ap-_ 


plauded my reſolution with tears in his 
eyes. What a grandeur of mid 1? 
cried he; after this proof, of which 


I am a witneſs, can Iany longer won- 


© der at the excels of paſſion you create? 
© Go; you deſerve a throne.” I made 
no anſwer to ſuch frivolous encomiums; 
could ſelf-love, overwhelmed as it was 
with grief, find it's account in them? J 
ordered Barbara very ſternly, for the firſt 
time, to get my things ready for my 
journey. The word was no ſooner given, 
but the whole houſe was in tears. 
* What, are we going to lole this 
© charming lady?” every one cried, 
And why? Are we ſo unfortunate as 
© to be the occaſion of it ovrieives ?'— 
No, replied I, ſpeaking tro my mo- 


ther, whole tears increaſed my trouble, 


I tear myſelf from you, God is my 
witneſs; an order I am hound to 
obey, an unfortunate accident drives 
me from this delightful abode. Oh, 


M K K 


Saying this, I embraced my mother; 
my rather out of retpect withdrew, 


Alas! ſuffer me, ſaid I, taking nm 


about the neck, to ew how dear you 
K k 3 ant 
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ſacrifice, that though I am infinitely. 
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could J ſpend my days with you!“ 
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are to me. Perhaps a little time will 
© convince you I but do my duty.” 

I got into the chaiſe, leaving my fa- 
ther and mother much ſurprized, par- 
ticularly my father,. whoſe very ſoul 
was moved with my endearing beha- 
viour. My aunt, as fond as the was 
of her village, jumped into the vehicle, 
crying out, the was fo bewitched with 
me, (that was her expreſſion) that ſhe 
would leave all that was dear 10 follow 
me to the world's end. I embraced her 
by way of acknowledgment, My mo- 
ther enquired what ſhe muſt do with the 


goods. Keep them, replied I, ſtretch- 


ing out my hand; * whether I return or 
© not, all I have is yours, both through 
s gratitude and duty," | 
What reply was made I did not hear; 
but doubtleſs my words were as ſur— 
prizing as the hurry in which we drove 
away. The chaiſe flew, gDubois was 
ſolely employed in 3 the poſ- 
tilion, Our expedition was incredible, 
proper orders being given at the ſeveral 
poit-houſes, and the,relays were always 
in ſuch readineſs, that we did not loſe a 
moment, 
- Nevertheleſs, I learned from Dubois, 


_ whoſe buſineſs it was to go before and 


prepare the relays, that the marquis 
found his father very ill, and almoſt 


ſpeechleſs ; that Forſan was in favour 


again, and never from the bed-fide; and 
that the ſervant who had betrayed his 
maſter could not be heard of, He add- 
ed, with a view I ſuppole of ſtrength- 
ening my reſolution, that the marquis 
as much dreaded as he wiſhed for my 


preſence; and that if I did not conquer 


myſelf, fo as to reſtrain my tears, he 
would not anſwer for his life, | 

I loved the dear man too well, not te 
make it a law to command myſelf. I 
promiſed Dubois to devour my tears and 
affliction, and that was as much as could 
be expected. Barbara, who heard all 
this without comprehending one ſyllable, 
cried out from time to time, * Good 
God!] what will become of my lady? 
Can any one be fo hard-hearted as to 
© vex fo good a creature? I will pray to 
© God fo much and heartily, that he will 
© take compatiion on her.“ Alas! ſhe 
was in the right; to be able to raiſe one's 
mind to Heaven is being half com- 
terted. | 

There are periods in life when mis- 


fortones combine in overwhelming us. 
Dobeis was in luch a hurry to get the 
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poſtilion forwards, that driving foul of 
a coach, we overturned it as we paſſed 
the opera- houſe; which, breaking down 


one of our own wheels, obliged us to 
ſtop. The ſcreams of the women in 


the coach, that lay topſy-turvy, drew 
together a hundred flambeaux and as 
many people, ſo that we ſaw as clear as 
if it had been noon-day. Dubois, who 
was determined how to behave, had 
left me there, whilſt he fetched a coach. 
During this interval, the coachman and 


footmen belonging to the injured equi- 


page were cudgeliing my poor poſti- 
lion, eſpecially as they ſaw none but 
two frighted women in the chaiſe, whoſe 
preſence was no check upon them. 
This uproar ſtill gathered more people: 
the noiſe was fo great, it was impoſſible 
to hear one's ſelf (peak, I was in hopes 
every minute of being delivered from 
this crowd by Dubois's coming; but I 
had been told I muſt ſuffer, and it was 
not long before it happened, Oe 
The firit thing I met to chagrine me 
was the Duke of —, who from his 
coach knew me again, 
* God!” cried he, calling to his ſer- 
vants, make up to that chaiſe, and 


prevent the lady's coming to any 


© harm from this accident ; the is my 
© acquaintance, and a woman of qua- 
© lity.” I grew pale when I recollected 


this nobleman; his diſcourſe had drawn 


the eyes of the crowd upon me. - But 
what became of me, when the ladies 
who were overturned got out of their 
coach, one of which I knew to be 


Madame D'Eſtival, the Miſs D'El- 


bieux of whom I have already ſaid ſo 
much. 


leagues off. I endeavoured to pull my 
head-cloaths over my face, to eſcape 
her curious eyes; but it was too late, 
ſhe had got a glimpſe, ſhe knew me 
again, and aſked her ſervants if it was 
my chaiſe which had occaſioned the dif- 
order. What!* cried ſhe aloud, when 


they anſwered in the affirmative; what! 


© has this little huſſy been bold enough 
to overturn my coach? And ſhali I 


over me unpuniſhed? Here, drag her 


6 

© tamely ſuffer a country puſs to drive 
c 
* 


out of her chaiſe headlong, ſaid ſhe 

to her ſervants, * and teach her better 

manners; there is nothing ſhe does 

* not deferve for ſuch a piece of in- 

* ſolence.”? | _ 

One may imagine my Coma 
an 


Ah, my 


I would have given any thing 
in the world to have been a hundred 
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and terror at hearing this cruel order, 
and how I looked at the approach of 
four footmen with their flambeaux, 
4 Hu a protector was not wanting. The 

uke of ——, who had quitted his 
coach, hearing my cries, came running 
with his ſervants, and drew his ſword, 
© Let me ſee who dare approach this 
© chaiſe!* cried he, clapping on his 
hat: this lady is my acquaintance; 
© whoever has the impudence to moleſt 
© her ſhall repent it!“ This reſolute 
ſpeech ſtopped the footmen. Here the 
ſcene might have ended, had not the 
too courageous Dubois, who came vp 
to me at the ſame time as the footmen, 
and who had been informed of the dan. 
ger I was in, began to lay about him 
with his whip: this was a ſignal to a 
fierce battle. All the livery ſervants 
attacked Dubois with their flambeaux : 
the duke's men, and thoie of his 
| friends, joined in his aſſiſtance; and, 
but for the guards, who came up by 
| the greateſt good luck in the world, a 
bloody fight muſt have enſued. The 
gentlemen, who till now had been only 
ſpeQators, were ſeverally engaged ac- 
cording to their inclivations. The 
young duke, who had undoubtedly a 
mind to give me a proof of his conſtancy 
in the attack he had ſhewn in my re- 


gard, began to deal about his blows, 


and a hundred young feilows like him- 
ſelf did the ſame; but, having ſpoke 
very politely to the officer then upon 
duty at the opera-houle, and begged of 
him to do his office quietly, he appeaſed 


the tumult, and at laſt prevailed fo far 


as to put things upon a foot of accom- 
modation. N . 

The young duke, who had ſpoke to 
the officer, begged of him to aſſiſt in 
conveying me to his coach, which was 
waiting for me, Madame D'Eſtival, 
perceiving that I was like to get away 


from her, talked to the officer ſo pe- 


remptorily, that he was obliged to turn 
about. What do you mean to do, 


Sir? Do you imagine that what has 


© been alledged ſhall hinder me from 


* complaining, and puniſhing a little 


© wretch, who, out of mere malice, 
© comes and drives over my coach, and 
© inſults me in the face of the whole 
s world? There are a hundred witneſſes 
* to ſwear this. It is infamous to pro- 


"'te&t a little country baggage after 


© ſuch behaviour, and to ſhew nos man- 


ner of regard to a woman of quali- 
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© ty.* The officer, ſurprized at theſe 
reproaches, and really finding that ſhe 
who made the complaint was a perſon 
known, turned towards her, and told 
her it was not for him to decide our 
quarrel; that. he only did his duty in 
preventing miſchief ; that my chaiſe was 
broke down, and it was but juſt to help 
me from thence: beſides, that I was a 
perſon of diſtinction too. * How! of 
* diſtinftion!* replied very ſcornfully 
Mits D'Elbieux, or more properly Ma- 
dame D Eſtiwal: of diſtindion ! I be- 
lieve you have loſt your ſenſes. Of 
„ diſtinction! a little creature, daughter 
© of a wood-cleaver, a tenant to my 
© late father. Ah, ah! ah!' continued 


ſhe, feigniyg a mock laugh, * unleſs 
© ſhe be in keeping, which I make no 


© doubt of * The Duke of K 
who had been filent hitherto, and who 
was ſo perſuaded of my being of quali- 


ty, that he woul i have been cut to pieces 


In maintaining it, cried out, it was very 
unbecoming, in order to gain one's 
point, to have recourſe to calumny, 
and ſay ſuch vile things: that he knew 
me very well, and that there was not 
one word of truth in all that had been 
ſaid ; beſides, that it was no fault of 


mine, if my aukward poſtilion had 


thrown over a coach ; that nobody was 
hurt; but, as for me, it was eaſily ſeen 
I was the only perſon who ſuffered, 
ſince I could neither get backward nor 
forward; and that, inſtead of abufing 
me at that rate, in ſuch a caſe every one 
ought to think themſelves obliged in 
honour to relieve me, inſtead of being 


ſo cruelly inſolent. That he was not 


ſurprized at the fury with which they 
perſecuted me, for that I was hand- 
ſome ; which alone was ſuſhcient to 
draw their malice on me, and to make 
me very criminal in the eyes of certain 
people. 8 

This extraordinary concluſion, pro— 


ceeding more from the duke's partiality 
for me than the real truth, made every 


body laugh, and take my part. A ge- 
neral murmur was heard in my favour; 
a hundred arms inſtead of one, and as 
many coaches, were proffered, to extri- 
cate me from this trouble, Every thing 


now went wondertully ; but I was fated 


to undergo one morti fication more be- 
fore I could be out of pain. It was this, 
Publick entertainmenis at Paris bring 
people together, who perhaps other- 
wiſe would never have met, As ill 

| „ luck 
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lock would have it, and which would 
ſeem almoſt impoſſible, the true Coun- 
tefs Des Roches was that night at the 
opera. The ftop of coaches I had fo 
innocently cauſed retarded her coming 
out, and being obliged to paſs by me, 
ſheenquired, ſtill more unfortunately, of 
the duke's ſervants, near whoſe coach 
her's had ſtopped, the reaſon of the dif- 
turbance, and the names of the ladies 
that occaſioned it. The footman hav- 
ing fatisfied her as to the firſt point, 


told her he had learned the names of 
the ladies that were overturned, but as 
fo her m the chaiſe, he knew very well 


that ſhe was Madame Le Counteſs Des 
Ah! ah!“ replied the true 
one, addreſſing herſelf to her huſband 
and two ladies in the coach, the acci- 


dent is pleaſant enough: you will 
find ſhe will prove the lame who ſtole 


our name and intereſt at court, and 
E after whom we have made ſo much 


© enquiryz we muſt have her appre- 
© hended upon the fpot. Upon this ſhe 


ſ-nt to deſire the officer to come to her 
coach; having, as ſhe ſaid, things of 


the utmoſt conſequence to communicate 


Whilſt this fecond conſpiracy was car- 
rying on againſt me, of which I was at 


that time luckily ignorant, they had but 


Juſt helped me from out of the chaiſe. 


The young Duke of -, preſenting 
his hand, would oblige me to get into 


his coach; but Dubois having ſpoke 
fomething in his ear, he faid aloud, 
© That is very right,” and then led me 
to another which had the marquis's li- 


very. The coach was juſt going off, 


when a voice cried ont, * Stop, ſtop, 
© the fictitious Counteſs Des Roches !' 
Dubois, who ſmoaked the matter, and 


had leaped into the coach with me, put 


his head out of the door, and bid the 
coachman gallop off, and mind nothing. 
This direction ſaved me: it was exe- 
cuted fo ſwiftly, that, to the misfortune 
of thoſe carriages that happened then to 
and in the way, the horſes being 
preſſed, flew like birds, dathing, hitch- 


ing, and beating down every thing they 


met ; and, in fine, whirled me out of 
this cruel diſaſter, from which I began 
to deſpair of ever being able to extricate 
myſelf. | 

It was near eleven when I arrived at 
the marquis's houſe; and his people 


_ ſtood ready to receive me as I alighted 
from the coach, prefſing to ſee a perſon 
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fo remarkable by the preſent circum- 
ſtances. The marquis was waiting for 
me; he looked pale, dejected, and like 
one who had been ſhedding tears: he 
that was uſed to be ſo neat, appeared in 
a very great diſhabille; even his very 
hair ſpoke his affliction. Fetching a 
deep ſigh, he took me by the hand and 
ſqueezed it. As we paſſed along the 
ee, he attempted to ſpeak, but 
could not utter a fingle word. All 


ter of an hour: what occurs to me per- 


fectly well is, that my eyes were dry, 
and my countenance reſolute; the mar- 
quis durſt not look me in the face, and 
I never ceaſed gazing on him. | 
We arrived at length at the door © 
the fatal apartment of the old marquis; 
it was ſo darkened that I could diſtin- 
guiſh nothing in coming in but two 
wax- lights, whole feeble glimmering 
was eclipſed by a large green ſhade, 
My lover ſqueezed my hand again a ſe- 


cond time, ſighed once more, and left 
me in the middle of the room, to go to 
his father's bed-fide. © My. lord,” cried. 


he, in a faltering voice, here is love- 
* ly Jenny come to proffer you her hand 


in perſon; would you have her ap- 


« proach ?? A low voice, like that of 
a perſon in extremity, replied, © What 
© do you ſay, ſon?' The marquis, who 
in the agony he was under could net re- 
peat the words, hid Forſan, the gentle- 
man I have often mentioned, tell his 
father what he had been ſaying. 


The old marquis had no ſooner un- 
derſtood what they were ſaying to him, 


but he cried, in a weak voice, * Son, I 
am fatisfied,* Then remained ſilent. 

My lover aſked him if he would not 
ſee me. * Alas!* replied he, in broken 
accents, * I have not ſtrength enough; 
© however, let her draw near.” 
with fear and trembling. The marquis 
taking my hand, preſented it to his fa- 


ther. The ſick man called for a light; 


one was brought, bat it was with diffi- 
culty he bore the glare of it. He made 
ſigns to have it removed; after which 
he ſeemed to muſe, and fog a conſidera- 

ie time caſt his eyes ſometimes on me, 
ſometimes on his ſon. 


© lord,” faid this dutiful ſon, © how do 
you find yourſelf ? Will not the fight 
© of whzt is ſo dear to you afford ſome 
© happy turn?'—" Alas!” cried the old 

man, 
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man, * it is too much ; I have not ſpi- 
crits to ſupport the joy.“ Then ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to me, You ſay no- 
© thing, O too charming Jenny! Are 
© you come hither againſt your will!?“ 
—* No, my lord,” anſwered I, with 
a reſolution I did not think myſelf ca- 
pable of; and I ſwear to keep invio- 
© Jable the promiſes your ſon has made 
© in my behalf, '—* How generous is 
© this!” cried the old marquis; why 
£ can I not imitate it?? 

| Saying theſe words, he made a ſign to 
Forſan to approach him; after which the 
gentleman preſented his hand, ſaying he 
had orders to conduQ me to the apart- 
ment deſigned for me. I followed him 
with a ſwollen heart, but courageouſly 


reſiſted the tears that were for ſome time 


ready to (tart, Forſan took this oppor- 
tunity, as we were going along, to aſk 


my pardon, as he ſaid, for his having 


been impertinent to me; promiſing to 
be ſo ſubmiſſive for the future, that I 
ſhould forget his former want of reſpect. 
I anſwered, very coolly, that he had no 
excuſes to make me; and that truths, 
bow diſagreeable ſoever they were, ought 
never to give offence, fo 

The apartment where he left me was 
profuſely magnificent: the gilding, the 
ſconces, and fine pictures, ſhone on all 
! fides, My d aunt, who ſtood in 
admiration at all theſe things, made me 
& obſerve them. For my part I ſcarce 
ſaw or heard; my heart was in ſuch a 
cruel ſtate of dejection, that from ſuf- 
fering ſo much I was almoſt inſenſi- 
ble. | | | | 

I had not been long there, when the 
houſe- ſteward came molt reſpectfully to 
know if, I would have ſupper ſerved 
up. I want nothing,” ſaid I to 
him; and the greateſt ſervice you 
© can do me is to let me retire to reſt,” 
He aſſured me his orders were to obey 
me as his maſter, and to take care I 
wanted nothing. After this I thought 
there was an end; but they laid a cloth, 


and I was not a little ſurprized to ſee 


two napkins, I ſaid to mylelt, © Sure 
© they do not know Barbara is my 
© aunt, and that ſhe fits at table with 
© mel* My little vanity was diſturbed 
on this occaſion. 

When the cloth was laid, a number 
of livery-ſervauts bringing the diſhes, 
delivered them to the houle-ſteward, 
who placed them upon the table.“ He 
wore his hat all the while, I was got 
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uſed to theſe ſort of ceremonies ; and 


they ſerved to amuſe me, and diſſipate 
my melancholy. 

The firſt courſe was ſcarce ſerved up, 
when a valet de chambre appeared at 
the door carying two flambeaux. 


lowed by my lover! The marquis made 
a low bow, and after preſenting his 
hand to place me at the table, he ſat 
down over - againſt me without ſaying a 
ſyllable. | | | 

A. fight ſo dear, and which I no 
ways expected, threw me into a freſh 
trouble, but not very inſupportable. 
The number of ſervants in waiting was 


ſuch a reſtraint, that I ſcarce durſt caſt 


my eyes towards him, and as often as 
that happened it was a ſtolen glance. 
I thought my lover appeared lefs con- 
cerned than when I firſt ſaw him; 
this diſcovery produced a mortal uneaſi- 
neſs, 


I ate little; the marquis was very 


attentive to ſerve me with every thing 


he imagined I could like, but ſaid no: 


a word. What is the meaning, ſid 


T to myſelf, of this filence, and thei: 


extraordinary ways of proceeding ?” 
I obſerved the ſame conduct, and never 


altered it during the whole repatt. 

As much at{liQted as I was, I: 
longer at table than I intended. Ts 
preſence of my lover detained nme. A? 
laſt I made a motion, which being tak, 
for a deſire of retiring, made the mar- 
quis riſe : he took me by the hand; the 
flambeaux led the way. I was con- 
ducted into a bed-chamber; where J 


found two women waiting near my tai- 


lette, in order to aſſiſt in undreſſing me; 
one of them advanced an caly chair the 
minute I appeared, the other ſtood ready 
to attend me. | 

I was ſcarce ſeated, hen the mar. 
quis, making me a very low bow, re- 
tired. I caſt my eyes on him at that. 
inſtant, and ſaw he was in tears. This. 


fight overwhelmed me; and, in ſpite 


of all my efforts, I burit into a fit of 
crying. | 5 
One of the women, who was ſtanding 


behind my chair, drew near, and with 


great ſweetneſs begged I would not᷑ af- 
f1it myſelf, but employ the great ſhare 
of good ſenſe the world allowed me to 
have in ſurmounting my diſtreſſes; ad- 


mitting it to be poſſible ſor me to have 

any in the ſplendid condition I then was. 

Alas!“ ciied I, ſobbing, I deſerve it 
"= | « not; 


How 
great was my ſurprize to ſee him fol- 
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* not; any body but me would fupport 
4 jt better.” After theſe words, I aſked 
if àa woman, whom I had brought with 
me and loved, was removed tiom me? 
They told me, it was quite otherwiſe 
on the contrary, that they had all the re- 


gard imaginable for her in conſideration. 


of me; that ſhe was then actually at 


ſupper in the ſteward's parlour, and that 


I ſhould ſee her inſtantly. 

This anſwer pleaſed me, as well as 
the kind behaviour they obſerved to- 
wards me. When my aunt came, I 
* defired to be left alone, and was accord- 


ingly obeyed. I ſtood in amazement at 
all this reſpect; and I judged it pro- 


ceeded from their conſideration of my 
being already the Marchioneſs of L. V. 
I was not deceived, that was the rea! 
Warts | | 

I queſtioned my aunt very much a- 
bout what ſhe heard talked of in the 
houſe, and how they behaved to her. 
Ah, my God!' cried ſhe, with joy 
painted upon her face, © a thouſand 
times better than I deſerve: I have 
ſupped with the young gentlemau's 
nurſe, who was ſo extremely kind 
to me—to be ſure they take me tor 
ſomebody, for even the very houſhold 
ſervants, who are all dreſſed like fo 
many gentlemen, waited upon me, 


calling me Miſs Bab, forſooth. I 


lity; but, I can aſſure you, I never 
received fo much in my life, and me- 
thinks I am in paradiſe, It is true, I 
believe that all this is on your account; 
but all is one for that: if I am oblig- 
ed to you for it, I do not enjoy it the 
6 leſs.” | 
If T had not interrupted my good 
aunt, ſhe would have talked till the 
next morning, ſhe was ſo tranſported. 
Though I was not much 1nclined to 
fleep, I was ſo oppreſſed, that my eyes 
cloſed themſelves in ſpite of me. Bar- 
bara perceiving it, told me with a yawn, 
I muſt go to bed, aud that ſhe would do 
the ſame with all her heart. I aſked 
ber if ſhe knew where ſhe was to lie, 
* Yes, truly,” replied ſhe, taking a 
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candle; © you may be proud on it. Do 


you imagine there is any thing want- 
ing here? Whilſt you was at (upper, 
s did not the nurſe come in and ſhew me 
© all your apartments, and the chamber 


c allotted for me? Do but look,” ſaid 


ſhe, making me pals into a cloſet ad- 


Joining, * at this damaſk field-bed! Do 


knew not the reaſon of all this civi- 


* you think I ſhall not ſleep well? Good 
© God!” cried he, laying her hand on 
the bed cloaths, is it not a fin to ſpoil 
© allthis? What fine ſheets !* ſaid ſhe, 


handling them; * had our curate ever 
©, ſuch a fine ſurplice?? Atevery ſtep my 


aunt uſed ſuch exclamations as would 
bave made me laugh at any other time, 
She could never ſay enough of all this 
finery, and ſwore the king was never 
better accommodated, | 


After patiently hearing a deal of dif - 


courſe of this nature, at laſt I got to 
bed. It was not without difficulty I 
went to ſleep. There was ſomething fo 
ſurprizing in what had happened, that! 
could ſcarce believe ſometimes but that 
It was all a dream : thete flattering ideas 
were of no long continuance. Ahl! 


ſaid I to mylelf, crying bitterly, * it is 


but too true: I loſe for ever what L 
© love! Marrying the father, will there 
remain the ſlighteſt hopes in regard to 
* the ſon? Great God, what have I 
done !' faid I; into what diſtractions 
has my grief plunged me! Ovught IL 


criſice? If it was determined that I 


why did I not preſerve to myſelf the 
teeble conſolation of being free, and 
© loving him all my life?“ Sleep at 
length ſtole upon me, and ſcothed for 
ſome hours my troubled ſpirits. I was 
too much diſturbed for it to laſt long : 
twenty times I ſtarted, and fell aſleep 


nA aA A «a a a = 


again at different intervals. It was 


broad day when I awakened, and Bar- 
bara, accuſtomed to early riſing, had 
been up above an hour. She aſked me 
if J was ſick, ſaying ſhe had heard me 


make heavy moan. * Alas!* anſwered 


I, my mind ſuffers more than my bo- 
* dy.'—* So much the worſe,” anſwered 
ſhe; * the body will ſoon feel the effects 
© of it.* Poor Barbara little thought 
how much truth ſhe ſpoke: it was not 
long before I knew it by fatal experi- 
ence. | 
The moment I was up, the ſame wo- 
man I had diſſmiſſed the night before, 
entered my apartment, and begged leave 
to dreſs me, in order to go to the mar- 
quis, who defired the favour of ſeeing 
me as ſoon as poſſible. I ſhuddered at 
a requeſt I knew to be an order, and ſat 
down to have my head drefled, _ 
Caſting my eyes on the pictures that 
hunge in my apartment, I was ſtruck 
with a face which reſembled that of my 
| lover. 


4 ind, 


to have conſented to this ſhocking ſa- 


never ſhouid be united to my lover, 
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over. What lovely child's picture is 
that?“ cried I, with ſome emotion. 
The young marquis,” replied ſhe who 
was dreſſing me, and next to it is our 
* firſt Iady,'——* How!” faid I, has the 
marquis been twice married?“ No, 
'« Mademoiſelle,” ſaid the chambermaid; 
© but as we look upon you as our ſe- 
cond, I may be allowed the expreſſion. 


I was ſilent: this diſcourſe ſtruck me to 


the heart. I could not bring myſelf 
to look calmly on the thought. Our 
minds, like our hearts, cannot ſuffer any 
thing diſagreeable, but make all manner 
of efforts to remove it. 

J was but juſt dreſſed, when there 
came a valet de chambre from the young 
marquis, to know how I had paſſed the 
night, and if I was diſpoſed to go to his 
father's apartment. 
ready when he pleaſed ; and aſked how 
the ſick lord did. The valet de cham- 

bre told me he had had a very good 
night, and that he ſpoke with much 
greater facility than he had done; which, 
they ſaid, was a good ſign, and gave 
great hopes of his recovery. Upon this 
comes Forſan, and told me, they waited 
for me with impatience, to read the 
contract to me which was juſt drawn up, 
and to have it ſigned. | 

The very name of contract threw me 
into a cold ſweat, *© I thought,* replied 

I, © they would not perform that cere- 
© mony till the marquis's recovery,'— 


© He will take care, anſwered the gen- 


tleman, moſt unmercifully, not to de- 
© lay his happineſs. He has ſpent beſt 


© part of the night in giving inſtructions 


© to the lawyer, and you yourſelf will 
© be judge how much to your advan- 
tage. There is not a woman in all 


© Paris, let her be who ſhe will, who 


« wonld not be in your place; and in 
« lets than three months you will think 
© fo too.“ OS | 
I do not well know how I got to the 
ſick perſon's chamber: my knees bent 
under me through trouble and weak- 
'neſs. I found two ſtrangers there; one 
was writing, whilſt the other dictated 
* at one end of the room. I judged they 
were proceeding upon the cruel con- 
tract. e | 
The old marquis was fitting up. As 
there was more light in the room than 
the night before, I was ſurprized to find 
his looks ſo little altered to what one 
might have expected. He took me by 
the hand, and ſqueezed it with much 


I anſwered, I Was 


anſwered only with a low bow. 
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greater violence than one could have 
imagined from his condition, gave orders 
to be left alone with me, and then ſpoke 
as follows, | | 
Jenny, hear me; I have but two 
words to ſay. The ſtate to which you 
ſee me reduced is owing to you; and 
if I recover, it is to you I ſhall be be- 
holden for my life, My fon aſſures 
me you are ready to make me happy; 
Dubois has given me an account after 
what an heroic manner you conſent- 
ed to this ſacrifice, It is not yet too 
late; ſay but the word, and I will re- 
leaſe you, and ſacrifice, in my turn, 
the ſmall remnaat of life I have yet to 
come.'—* My word is engaged to your 
ſon, my lord, cried I, reſolutely, 
and I do not recal it: ſince he loves 
you fo well as to offer you all he holds 
dear in this life, I ought to convince 
him that ſhe, who has been judged 
worthy of his love, can likewiſe imi- 
© tate his noble example. Enough!“ 
anſwered he; * call in my ſon, and let 
© them read the contract.“ 8 
Whilſt they were obeying his orders, 
the old marquis aſked me if my being ſo 
near him was not diſagreeable to me. I 
M 
lover came in: he was dreſſed like _ 
going to a party of pleaſure; that melan- 
choly which clouded his face the night 
before was diſperſed, How cruelly did. 
I ſuffer 1 © This ſecond effort, cried his 
father, giving him his hand, moves me 
mas much as the firſt; your contented 
© looks convince me, and prove how dear 
I am to you. -I wiſh to God, Made- 
© moiſelle,” ſaid he, © you were ſo, either 
© in behaviour or inclination !* I had 
no anſwer to make; the caſt of my 
countenance * would have belied all I 
could have ſaid. I obſerved the young 
marquis ſhunned my eyes, and that, in 
ſpite of an air of ſatisfaCtion, he ered 
inwardly. This obſervation Eaſed me 
a little. He ſtill loves me, ſaid I 
to myſelf; * and like a victim he is 
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adorned with chaplets of flowers only 


© to decorate the ſacrifice. The reading 


of the contract interrupted my reflec- 
tioas. 


The titles of the parties wer paſſed 
over, and they came immediately to the 
articles that regarded me, I had a join- 
ture of four thouſand livres; jewels ta 
the amount of one hundred thouſand _ 
livres; a coach, and a houſe with fur- 
niture, in caſe of my huſband's death 
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his endeavours to amuſe me. 


him, I was to enjoy his whole eſtate till 


"the children were at age, when I was 
obliged to account with them for the 


profits of it. 1 
Though I underſtood little of buſi- 


neſs, I was ſomewhat ſurprized to hear 
no mention made of his only ſon, I 
thought to 1 he ought to have been 


the principal party in this authentick 


inſtrument; and he behaved himſelf fo 
Well in this affair, as to deſerve to be 
' conſidered in his turn. This idea ſtruck 
me ſo ſtrongly, that I could not help 


communicating my thoughts of it. © She 


js an adorable creature !* cried the old 
marquis; © what juſineſs of reaſoning ! 
©« what fund of equity ! She is a real 


treaſure!* After this he ſpoke to me. 
Make yourſelf eaſy, Jenny; my ſon 
and I are agreed: every thing it ſet- 
tled betwixt us; he will be ſatisfied, 
and fo will you.” 5 

After they had read over the contract, 


R «@ M Aa 


they brought it to the old marquis to 


ſigu. It was then preſented to the ſon, 


who did the ſame: however, not able to 


conſtrain himſelf ſo well, but that he 
let drop a figh. This proof of the vio- 


lence he did himſelf, and the tears 


which forced their way in ſpite of him, 


moved me to ſuch a degree, that I let 
the pen fall twice from my fingers be- 
fore I could ſign my name. The old 
marquis, ſick as he was, obferved it. 


Ahl do not force her to it," cried he. 


Then turned himſelf to the other fide. 


The marquis, taking hold of this in- 


| terval, threw himſelf at my feet. Ah! 


© what are you doing, Jenny?“ ſaid he, 


all in tears; have you a mind I ſhould 


„ loſe my father?' The accent with 
which theſe words were pronounced 


made me tremble to the very heart, and 


I ſigned my name. 
The old marquis, whom his ſon in- 


formed what I had done, turned him- 


ſelf round, and gave me his hand, 
© Enough, Jenny, ſaid he; *I know your 
E ſincerity, and am ſatisfied; the greater 


difficulty you had, the more gene- 


* rous is your conduct.“ After that, 


he declared he was. diſpoſed to go to 
. xeſt; and ordered Forfan to conduct me 


back again to my apartment, and to uſe 


went out of his chamber; the marquis 


only remained: he waited on me to the 
door, and made me ſigns of approba- 
tion and ſatisfaction. Alas! it gave 


We all 
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without iſſue: but, in caſe of iſſue by 


me ſome ſmall comfort. How cruel 
muſt one's ſituation be, when obliged 
to catch at fuch trifles ! | 

J was ſcarce got to my apartment, 
but I found myſelf indiſpoſed. They 
were obliged to put me to bed. A mi- 
nute after, a ſhivering indicated a fever. 


IJ underwent the paroxiſm; it ſoon turn- 


ed to a hot fit, but did not continue, 
and I ſoon grew better. 

My lover was entirely ignorant of 
what had happened to me. There was 
not one of the whole family who did not 
adore him, and would not have Jaid 
down their lives for him. They all 
knew how dear it had coſt him to make 


this ſacrifice to his father; and it was 


apprehended, with reafon, that if he 


were made acquainted with what had 


befallen me, it might have conſequences 
fatal both to the father and ſon, 
However, it was impoſſible any longer 
to keep him ignorant of my ſituation, 
My preſence had worked a miracle in 
favour of the old marquis; he was vi- 
ſibly recovered thereby, and they had 
conceived great hopes. He was no ſooner 


come to himſelf, but he had a mind 
to finiſh the marriage; and he carried it 


with ſo much ſecreſy, that except For- 
fan, to whom he had given his orders, 


every one imagined the celebration of 


the marriage would not be performed 
the evening after ſigning the contract. 
His ſon did not even know it, till the 
prieſt was come. He ſent for him, and 
faid he had now but one proof more of 
his tenderneſs to aſk, which was, to con- 
duct me into his apartment; that the 
apprehenſion he vras under of expiring 
every minute, made him deſire to have 
the conſolation of leaving me his name 
before it was too late. The marquis, 


ever a good ſon, ſtifled his grief; and 


the better to prove his zeal, went away 
precipitately, in order to fetch me the 


ſooner. But what became of him, when 


as he entered my room they made ſigys 
to him to tread ſoftly! 4 How now !* 
cried he, being told that I was in bed, 
and not knowing the cauſe; did not I 


© fend word to defire Mademoiſelle 


© might not go to bed before ſhe had 
* ſpoke to my father?“ Every body 
was ſilent; no one durſt ſpeak: in fine, 
he would be obeyed, How was he 


ſtruck, after knowing all I had ſuf- 


feredl © Ah!” cried he, in a pretty 
loud voice, this is what I always 
C dredded. ; | 


T was 
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T was not afleep; theſe words made 
me open my eyes. I ſaw it was my 
lover. * Approach, ſaid I to lim; 
© you ſeem troubled. What would you 
© have farther with me?“ The mar- 
quis, fearing to oppreſs me afreſh, durſt 
not tell me the nature of his meſſage, 
before he had enquired about my health. 
I anſwered him, that J felt no pain, for 
fear of giving him any uneaſineſs. Theſe 
aſſurances brought him back to his de- 
ſigns. He entreated me, in the tender- 
elt terms, to finiſh what I had fo well 
begun. The calmneſs with which J 
anſwered him, he ſhould have reaſon 
to be content, or the notion he con- 
ceived that he ought to inform me why 
my preſence was required, left the ſur- 
prize might occaſion ſome cruel acci- 
dent, made him imprudently own the 
reaſon why he preſſed me to rife. My 
love for him was ſtill ſtrong enough to 
give him this freſh inſtance of my at- 
tachment. The marquis paſſed into an- 
other room. They drefled me; and al- 
though my legs trembled under me, and 
J could ſcarce ſee out of my eyes, I fol- 
lowed him, and forced myſelf to finiſh 
this ſacrifice, let it colt me what it 
would. : | | EI 

Every thing was ready for the fatal 
ceremony. U; on entering the room, I 


was conducted to the bed-ſidle. The 


prieſt advanced. I gave myſelf and 


lover for loſt. Reſolution yielded to 


nature. A ſhivering ſeized my limbs, 
and a cold dewy ſweat ſpread itſelf over 
my face. I gave a great ſhriek, and 
fell to the ground. | | 


My fainting ended in a high fever; 


which redoubled, and brought me to 
the laſt extremity.» The third day it 
abated. 
prize, when offering to rub my face, 1 
found my hand witheld ; and was told, 
that the little life I had left depended 
on keeping myſelf warm. This made 
me judge myſelf in danger. I begged 
the perſon who attended me not to diſ- 
ſemble the nature of my illneſs. It was 
{ome time before I received an anſwer, 
I could hear them cry, which only ſerved 
to increaſe my apprehenſions and im- 


patience. At laſt one ſaid, * The young 


© lady's good ſenſe and piety will pres 


* vent any ill conſequences from her 
* knowing it is the ſmall-pox.'—* How! 
the {mall-pox!* cried I; * O Hea- 
# yers.! I am gone !'—“ No Matemai- 


. elle, replied the prielt who had been | 


But how great was my fur- 
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called in; * take courage, and place 
© your confidence in God ; if this fa- 
vourable turn continues, you will ſoon 
be out of danger.“ You muſt not 
flatter me, Sir, replied I; © for God's 
ſake, tell the real truth, that I may 
take care of my poor foul.” 
The clergyman approved of my reſo- 
Iutions, commended me for them, and 


* 
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ſaid, that the greater peace the mind en- 


joyed, nature would be the better able 
to exert itſelf, 1 was under ſo great a 
dread of appearing unprepared before 
the judgment-ſeat of God, that I con» 


feſſed myſelf with great devotion. After 
this 1 found myſelf much better, and, 


for the firſt time ſince my illneſs, began 
to reflect. | ERS 
My firſt thoughts were, whether or 
no the young marquis was acquainted 
with the nature of my diſtemper. 
at a loſs how to get the truth from my 
attendants: I was convinced they were 
all at the old marquis's beck, and con- 
ſequently would not be pleaſed at my 


aſking any ſuch queſtions. After ſome _ 


debate with myſelf, I pitched ypon a 
pretext I thought plauſible, which was 
to enquire after the old marquis's health, 
I was anſwered, that the accident which 
happened to me in his preſence, had like 


to have coſt him his life, hut that now _ 


he had been two days out of dangers. 
And the young marquis?” continued 
IJ. He is pretty well,” anſwered they, 
That pretty well ſtartled me. Does 
© he know, added I, * what ails me? 
© God forbid he ſhould,” replied they ; 
c 
© conlequences might be fatal. 

The laſt words ſtruck me: it was a 
flip, and they endeavoured in vain to 
palliate it, I concluded my beloved 
admirer was ſick: I found it afterwards 
to be but too true, | | 

However, I pretended not to ſuſpe& 


it. I reſolved to take the firſt opportu- 


nity with my aunt, to ſet her a talking 
ſie was too {imple to diſguiſe the truth: 


but care had been taken to prevent me, 


When I enquired for her, anſwer was 


made, thar ſhe had defired leave to be 


ablent a tew days, fince ihe could be of 
no ſervice to me; and that ſhe wouſJd re- 


turn after ſhe had finiſhed her buſineſs. 


1 ſaw through the artifice, and judged 
ſomething was the matter w*t:h I mult 
not expect to he acquainted with, 


So much uneafineſs, or the courſe of 


my diſtemper, bravght on the fever 


12 againz | 
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\ again; and the paroxiſm was fo violent, 
that I was judged to bein extreme dan- 
ger. When my aunt heard this, ſhe 
would not be denied, but inſiſted on 
ſeeing me. As they gave me over, ſhe 
was at laſt admitted. She no ſooner 
| ſet her foot in my chamber, but ſhe 
bawled out, that ſhe was my ſervant, 
and would have the management of me, 
otherwiſe ſhe would tell every body that 
they had killed me only to vex her. 
This lucky anger ſaved my life. Her 
method was directly contrary to what 
had hitherto been obſerved: ſhe gave me 
wine; took off ſome of the cloaths by 
degrees, when I was too hot; and, in 
fine, was ſo careful of me, that in four 
days the pocks, which had begun to 
ſtrike in again, filled much better than 
could have been expected. | 
Dear Barbara no ſooner ſaw this 
change, but ſhe pronounced me out of 
danger, and undertook to anſwer for 
my recovery, provided they did not 
teaze me as they had hitherto done, 
Theſe words being reported to the 
old marquis, who was on the mending 
hand, and who had reaſons, as will be 
ſeen very ſhortly, to ſend contiavally to 
enquire after my health ; theſe words, 
I fay, forwarded the acknowledgment 
of a reſolution I had little reaſon to ex- 


pet. He ſent Dubois to tell my aunt, 


the might aſſure me, he would not give 
me any farther vexation; and that as 
ſoon as I ſhould be recovered, he would 
ſend me ſuch news, as would obtain a 
pardon for all the uneaſineſs he had 
_ created me. Barbara having communica- 
ted this to me, called all the ſaints in 
Heaven to witneſs the truth of what ſhe 
ſaid. I was fo much relieved by it, that 
In a ſhort time I was much mended. 
Barbara took ſo much upon her in 
my apartment, and there were ſuch ſtrict 
orders given for every one to obey her, 
that I was no longer peſtered with my 
former attendants, I had two ſignal 
favours to beg of her, which hitherto I 
durſt not mention, becauſe the moment 
I began to ſpeak, ſhe took upon her, 
and enjoined filencez telling me very 
harſhly J muſt either be ruled or bu- 
ried, This was fo terrifying, that I 
held my peace in a moment; and no 
little girl, though never ſo well bred, 
ever ſtood more in awe of her mother. 
So excellent a means is fear to promote 
obedience. 

It was now the thirteenth day of my 
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* (elf, and I will tell you 
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illneſs, and ſtill I was not ſuffered to 
talk, when at laſt liberty of ſpeech was 
a little indulged me. This was new 
life. Ah, my dear friend!“ cried I, 
pulling her to me, and taking her about 
the neck, * to you it is that F owe 
my life; I will never forget it.'— 
© Let's hear no more of that, ſaid the 
good creature; I have only done my 
© duty, and deſerve no praiſe on that 
© ſcore: you having nothing to do but 
get well, that we may go back to 
© our village. That is ſomething like 
© a paradiſe,” continued ſhe, ſetting her 
hands on her ſides, I prefer it to all 
© your fine apartments and your Paris, 
© where one breathes nothing but in- 
© feftions and misfortunes, Go, go; 
© talk no more about it, one had bet- 
© tera hundred times be poor, than pay 
* fo dear for being rich.) 

My aunt, who was always tranſported 
when ſhe was thinkirg of her vil. 
lage, faid a great deal to the ſame pur- 
poſe. I let her vent her humour; after 
which, addreſſing myſelf to her: Now, 


my dear friend,* ſaid I, yo muſt do 


© me one kindneſs, and you will com- 
pleat my cure. I with it does not 
hinder it,“ replied ſhe z © I will lay 
a wager you are going to enquire 
after the marquis, the young one 1 
mean; for as to the old one, I am 

not ſuch a fool as to imagine you are 
© any way concerned about him. 
© You gueſs right,“ ſaid I, making 
much of her: Where is he? what is 
© he doing: — If you muſt know,” 
replied my aunt, looking down, which 
was her way when ſhe told a lye, he 


dis in the country, but will ſoon re- 


turn. — Ah l' continued I * how 
© have I deſerved that you ſhould im- 
© poſe on me? I ſee plainly you no 
© longer love me.“ Saying this, I turn- 
ed to the other fide, and feigned to be 
very angry. There it is, now |* cried 
ſhe, © every trifle puts her out of hu- 
mour ; if I do not anſwer her, ſhe 
cries; and if I ſhould, ſhe would 
cry much more. One does not know 
what todo | There is piague enough 
with ſome ſort of people.” 

Leſs than this was ſufficient to alarm 
me very cruelly, * Why then,” ſaid J, 


«* tince you will not ſatisfy me, I will 


© riſe and go myſelf.'—+ God forbid, 
© dear child! cried my aunt, running 
to me; Well, then, compole yours 
the truih, 
6 provided 


” 
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provided vou promiſe to place your 
confidence in God, and not he vex- 
ed.“ I promiſed every thing ſhe de- 
fired; but, alas! what did IL hear! 
That amiable lover, of whom I was 
ſo fond, was taken ill upon my faint- 
ing away. The conſtraint he laid vpon 
himſe ff, to give his father proofs of a 
more than filial tenderneſs, affected his 
blood, ard threw him into a burning 
fever. He talked and raved continually 
on me: when the paroxiſms came on, 
they were obliged to bind him, he hav- 
ing in one of them broke from thoſe 
who attended him, and run to my 
apartment to ſee me. The infection of 
the ſmall-pox, which he had never had, 
ſeized him, and for eight days there 
were little or no hopes of his life, 
This account overwhelmed me; but 
I durſt not betray myſelf, for fear of 
not hearing the real ſtate of my ad- 
mirer. My aunt affured me, that two 
days before, his father having ſent a 
meſſage, he began to mend; but every 


one agreed he would be very much 


marked, and become as homely as he 
had been handſome before he fell ill. 
Ahl what care I whether he be 
© handſome or not,” I cried, if his 
© life is but ſafe, Oh, Heavens! how 
«© unfortunate am I, not to be in a con- 
dition to attend him! Yes, deareſt of 


© men, I would never leave your bed- 


* fide, you ſhould be convinced by my 


T tenderneſs in-——" Barbara inter- 


rupted me very ſternly, ſaying, I had 
talked but too much ; that I muſt com- 
pole myſelf if I intended ever to be 
well. I was for replying, but upon 


her telling me in a reſolute manner, 


that if I would not comply, I muſt 
not expect to hear any more of the 
marquis, I yielded for fear of what ſhe 


| threatened, I held my peace; but my 


mind exerted itſelf. 


of my aunt, and which gave me very 
great anxiety, was to conſult my look- 
ing-glaſs, that I might judge what con- 
dition I was in, and whether the ſmall- 
pox had ſpared me. I was very uneaſy, 
as often as I reflected that my beauty 
might poſſibly vaniſh, But, to do my- 
Felt juſtice, I muſt ſay it was not en- 


tirely on a principle of vanity that I was 
troubled ; though I was fond enough 
of my face, yet I did not carry my folly 
to any greatexceſs ; there wa?, another 
cauſc to which it was at preſent owing, 


1 
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 ſmall-pox had on my face. 
The other favour J intended to beg 
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Heavens !* cried I to myſelf, « what 
will become of me if I grow ugly? 
Will my lover know me again ? Did 


ſion? Will it not be extinguiſhed 
with the luſtre of what firſt created 
it?* This diſmal thought pierced my 
very ſoul: it was in vain to comfort 
myſelf with reflecting on his generous 
ſentiments and probity; ſtill a doubt 
remained which overwhelmed me, and 


this apprehenſion was a hindrance to 


my recovery. 


The next day] heard a piece of newe 
which pleaſed me. Saint Fal was come, 


and appeared inconſolable at the recital 
of what I had gone through, and the 
condition I was then in, He ſent me 


word, that as ſoon as ever it was prac- 


ticable he would wait on me to expreſs 
his concern for my illneſs. 

He came ten times a day to the door 
to be informed how I was. My aunt 


added, that he never left his couſin; 
and that the poor lad had enough to do 
in tending two ſick people: the two were 
the young marquis and myſelf ; as for 


the father, he was perfectly recovered, 
as we ſoon learned. | 8 


I promiſed myſelf gent ſatis faction | 


in ſeeing this amiable friend. I had a 
project to execute, and which took up 


my thoughts for ſome days. Saint Fal's 


probity was too well known to me, to 
admit of the leaſt diſtruſt, neither did I 
queſtion his diſcretion, The deſign was 


ridiculous enough, but ſuited with the 
delicacy of my way of thinking. It was 


always my opinion, that a humour may 


be indulged, provided it tends to nothing 
criminal, though a little out of the way 
for that is nothing, where pleaſure and 
fancy find their account. ; 
But, before I executed my project, I 


was curious to diſcover what effect the 


aunt's being in a good humour, who 


was certainly very excuſable it ſhe was 
ſometimes otherwiſe, conſidering her 
continual fatigues; I deſired her, not 


without bluſhing, to bring me my dreſ- 


ſing-glaſs. * What to do?” cried thez 
© not to ſhift your head-cloaths, hope ! 


© Certainly you are not ſo mad. 
© Lord, no!* replied I, do you think 
© I would be ſo indifcreet ? Nothing but 
* alittle curioſity.— Oh, is that all !* 
cried ſhe, interrupting me. What, 


« you axe afraid of being as homely as 
„ 


not that fatal beauty inſpire his paſ- 


With this 
view, I took the opportunity of my 
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the young marquis? Nay, nay, if 
that be all, make youiſelf eaſy. I 
will hold a wager you are not marked; 
thanks to myJard, with which you have 
been better anointed than M. Gripart 
«© was, when catched making love to my 
© niece.* I ſuffered the good woman to 
have her talk out; after which I renew» 
ed my requeſt, and with ſome muttering 
the complied. . 
Though I had reaſon to expect the 
conſequence of the pocks, which I was 
ſenſible covered me all over, yet I was 
fo frightened at the hideous roughneſs of 
my ſkin, which before was fo ſmoath, 
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that I ſcreamed out and let fall the glats, 


I told you what would come on it, 


cried Barbara, picking up the pieces; 


vou are much the better for your cu- 
© riofity, truly,'—* Good God, my dear 
* friend!” ſaid I, very impatiently, * do 
© not be ſo much concerned for the loſs; 


I ſhould not value that, if I did not 


© look ſo frightful.'—"Marry,come up!" 
replied my aunt, * if you are a fool 
© (begging your pardon) I cannot help 
it. Who told you that you were ugly? 
J will take my oath, you will be hand- 
ſomer than cver.' 

I was ſo ſtrongly perſuaded of the 
contrary to what the ſaid, that I cried 
bitterly,  * Well or ill, as our good 
£ patron ſhall order it," cried Barbara, 
© this is not acting reaſonably, nor de- 
4 ſerving tke bleſling of Heaven. Go; 
you do not delerve to have any care 
© taken of you; and, ſince you have fo 
© little confidenee in my ſkill, I know 


„ a A 


c what I will do; I will go back to m 
© village, and God for us all.“ This 


was ever her threat, and I was ſure to 
have it. 5 
In order to make my peace, I promiſ- 
ed her not to cry any more; but upon 
condition that I might ſee myſelf again, 
Another glaſs was brought. Whether 
through prejudice, or from what ſhe had 
ſaid, I know not, but I thought I did 
not ſeem ſo frightful as at firſt, To be 
better ſatisfied, I lifted up one of the 
dried pocks, and {aw with pleaſure that 
the ſkin was ſmooth underneath, This 
ut new life into me, as it freed me from 
much uneafineſs. What mere trifles af- 
fecl us either with joy or {orrow ! We 


are but children at all ages: toys are 
fill our porſuit; under different forms, 


it is true, but in reality much the ſame. 
The day following afforded me (uch 
convincing preots of the marquis's ge- 
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covery, that T no longer doubted the 


truth of what I was told concerning it, 


He wrote to me. What joy! His letter 
conſiſted but of four lines, and yet did 
me more good than all the doctors and 
apothecaries put together, | 


Y I Am aſſured that you are upon the 
recovery; this has wrought a 


perfect cure in me. If your love 


equals mine, you will not be long in 
following my example. Was not my 
honour engaged, I would tell you 


it. I muſt leave you to gueſs; my 
father having reſerved to himſelf the 
privilege of informing you. Adieu, 
my deareſt z make me eaſy as ſoon as 
poſſible,” | 


This powerful remedy was fo eff ca- 
cious, that my heart overflowipg with 
Joy, gave new vigour to my whole bo. 
dy. In two days I had ſtrength enough 
to write an anſwer. Saint Fal, who was 
now admitted into my chamber, -and to 
whom I communicated my deſign, un- 
dertook to deliver it. I had engaged 


him to be true to me, nor was 1 de- 


ceived. 


$ 17 a deſire of ſeeing you, my dear 


marquis, could make me well, 
I fhould be able this moment to tell 
you in perſon, that vou are my onl 
happinels. Yet, alas! Westend 
ing my eagerneſs to behold you, I am 
afraid I mult expect a cold reception. 
Jam quite altered; my few charms 
are now no more, as I plainly diſcover 
with my own eyes: I only valued 
them, as they ſecured me your affec- 
tions. What can I think? Muſt I be. 
wail the loſs of them?” 5 


I ̃Waited Saint Fal's return with the 
greateſt impatience; never did moments 
iecm fo tedious before, * Ah!” cried 
I to myſelf, the bare idea of my be- 
* ing grown homely, has perhaps ef- 
fected what I ſo much dreaded! 
What blindneſs, that men ſhould 
doat on a vain outſide, which a vi- 
cious turn of mind often renders con- 
temptible, and where the eye 1s not 
taken at once, never give themſelves 
the trouble to examine whether the 
want of ſuch trifling allurements ma 

not be richly ſupplied from within! Is 
it poſſible that a man, to whom I had 


6 given | 


what urgent motives I have to with 
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given my heart, and whom I have ſo 
much eltzemed, ſhould be 40 very 
worthleſs as to fix his a Rions on a 
liitle more or leſs beauty ?* His an- 
ſwer put an end to my cares, and re- 
ſol ved my doubts. | 
Saint Fal brought it, laughing very 
heartily. * You have occaſioned," faid 
he, * one of the moſt comical ſcenes 
£ that ever happened.'—* Stay,” ſaid I, 
C Jet me be fſatisfhed here fir{t, before 
« we go any farther.“ A ſerenity ap- 
peared in my countenance on reading 
the firſt words. He reproached me in 
the tendereſt manner for doubting his 
conſtancy, and the liitle ſtreſs I laid 
upon his ſentiments. © Do you attri- 
bute, ſaid he, to your charms, the 
reſpe& and eſteem my heart conceived 
from the firſt moment I was acquaint- 
ed with your amiable character, em- 
belliſhed with ſo many invaluable 
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admire, ſuch the charms I eſteem, 
and which never fade.” 
The letter concluded with bantering 
me ; he attacked me with my own wea- 
pons, and ſaid it was my bulineſs to 
furniſh myſelf with a new proviſion of 
ſentiments, and referred me to Saint 
Fal for an explication.. This made me 
ſtill fonder than ever; and I was ſo 
charmed with the letter, that I Kiſſed it 
with the greateſt warmth, | 
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2 DO Said whos the other bed: 


began. You do not kuow,' ſaid he, 
that your note has put a thing into 
the marquis's head, which perhaps 


he had never thought on otherwile. 


8 

c 

© After he had bit his nails, according 
© to cuſtom, he called for a locking- 
« glaſs, and having examined himſelf 
© for ſome time, he cried out, * Truly 
I have great reaſon to be nice, in- 
& deed!” and then, How ugly I am, 
46 Saint Fall The deuce take me, I 
„ ſhall never dare to look Jenny in the 
& face again!“ I burſt into a fit of 
* laughing ar his exclamations, and a 
dialogue enſued that was pleaſant e- 
© nough.* I inſiſted upon hearing the 
particulars. Saint Fal, finding it a- 
muſed me, complied with my requsſt. 
We are never tired with talking of 
what is dear to us, and it was pat my 
hour of repoſe before I perceived it. 


My good aunt, who was inflexible on 
that head, took upon her; and, as ſhe 


was in the right, we readily ſubmitted, 
I was confined to my bed eight days 
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qualifications? Such is the beauty I 
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more, but the time did not ſeem long. 
The amiable Saint Fal brought me 
news of the marquis three times a day, 
and he as often heard from me. The 
meſſages I received from his father, 
who frequently ſent a valet de chambre 
to enquire how I did, bid me haſten my 
recovery, for that he deſigned me a pre- 
ſent which would be highly acceptable. 
I durſt not interpret the meaning of 
this, for fear of deceiving myſelf, and 


increaſing my vexation in caſe of a diſ- 


appointment. e : 
I know not whether the mind has à 


foreknowledge of what is to happen, or 


only gueſſes at it; but I enjoyed a 


greater ſerenity than ever I had experi- 


enced before: I had not a moment's un- 


eaſinels; or, if a little cloud aroſe, a 


thouſand rays of hope, well-grounded 
as I thought, without knowing why, 
ſoon diſperſed it. 
quillity was a forerunner of the happi- 


neſs which waited for me. 


The day I began to fit up, Dubois 
came from the marquis to inform me 
he had received a viſit from his father, 
who was perfectly recovered. He ac- 


knowledged that the fight had given 


him great pieaſure, aud renewed his 


ſenſe of the obligation he owed me; 


being convinced that, next to God, he 
was beholden to me for his father's re- 
covery. He added, that though there 
was no mention of it, he did not doubt 
but his father was of the {ame opinion; 
and that, notwithſtanding he was forbid 
ſeeing me till farther orders, he was nor 


alarmed at it, when he conſidered the 


nanner in which the command was im- 
poted. Dubois encouraged me not to 
be diſheartened at this. 
marquis, ſaid he, is poſitive, and 
will be obeyed, but good natured and 
jult at the ſame time, and 1 think his 
going into the country no bad omen; 
doubtleſs he has his reaſons, and I 
will lay a wager we hear from him in 
eight and forty hours time. Such is 
the man, myſterious to the laſt mo- 
ment; but, to do him juſtice, never 
obſtinately in the wrong, nor eaſily 
diſſuaded from what is right.“ 

J aſked Dubois, it he thought the 
old marquis would fee me before he left 
the town. No, anſwered he, „for 
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© he dreads 4 fick perſon like death it- 
ſelf, And certainly his tenderneſs 
for his fon malt be at the higheſt 
pitch, fince he could conquer himſelf 

- 


ay. oa © 


: 
. 
: 
: 
; 
J - 
8 
* 
n 


This interior tran- 


The old 


— 


ART; Ca 


2 9 rn . 


=Y 


A 


— * „ . * *. 
e KL WEED = ͤ . K WIS. War Ea. 


"$52 PHE FORTUNATE COUNTRY MAID; 


© { far as to make him a-viſitz and if 
© you knew the precautions he took be - 
4 ie he entered the toom, and the diſ- 
© tance he kept when there, you would 
o conclude his apprehenſions bordered 
6 on folly.” . 

Dubois added, that he took his ne- 
phew with him, though it was eaſily 
"diſcerned that the journey was no way 
agreeable, but that his complaiſance 
would prevent his ſhewing any diſlike, 
Indeed, Saint Fal's character ſurpaſſes 


every thing I ever met with; and the 


woman who is ſo happy as to engage 
his affeQion and become his wife, may 
juſtly boaſt ſhe poſſeſſes the phoenix of 
men. 5 

Dubois and I were very deep in con- 
verſation, when I heard a noiſe at the 
door. Go, ſaid I to my aunt, and 
© ſee who it is.“ Ah! ah! cried 
Dubois, ſeeing the door ſet wide open 
by one of the old marquis's valet de 
chambres; * it is he himſelf come to 
bid you adieu; his affection muſt be 
very great to have brought him hi- 
ther. It was the old marquis, who 
ſtopping ſhort about four ſteps from the 
door, called out, I am come to know 
* how you do, and take my leave.“ I 
turned towards the door, and congratu- 
lated with him on his recovery. I 
_ © have a great deal to ſay you, con- 
tinued he, at our next meeting; I am 
ordered to take the country air, and 


ther ſhortly: in the mean time, I 
will ſend a lady to keep you compa- 
ny, a particular friend of yours, and 
one you will be glad to ſee. Fare- 
wel, lovely Jenny: take care of your- 
ſelf; remember it is I who defire it; 
« our ſeparation will be but ſhort.” 
Saying this, he made a low bow, and 
tetired. 8 8 | 

Saint Fal came the next moment, 
Well, charming Jenny !' ſaid he, 
« you have had a viſit from my uncle; 
s jt is a great ſacrifice he makes to 
© you.'—" I am overjoyed,” anſwered 
I; © but cannot you inform me who 
« this friend is that he will ſend, and I 
4 ſhall be ſo glad to ſee? It is a my- 
ſtery, replied the count; © he would 
© not let me into the ſecret, but he 
loves to ſurprize every bady.”—* Cer- 
c tainly,* {aid I, it mutt be Saint Ag- 
snes he means.'——* That cannot be, 
replied Saint Fal, © for ſhe is gone out 
© of town; I ſaw both her and her 


M = 


am going; but we ſhall ſee one ano- 


© huſband fince my return : they came 
© to enquire after your health before 
© they (et out. How! cried I, has 
© ſhe been ſo obliging, and I know no- 
© thing of it !' My aunt, who came 
in, aſſured me the lady had ſent con- 
ſtantly every day, but that I was then 


ſo ill, that it was improper to Jet me 


know it. | 
Still my head ran on this friend I 


was promiſed, but could not imagine 
who it could be. Saint Fal's taking 
his leave, and his generous reſolution, 


as he ſaid, to make love give place to 
friendſhip, was very moving, and ba- 
niſhed all other thoughts. In return for 


ſo noble a conduct, and ſuch diſintereſt- 


edneſs, I promiſed that my ſtudy ſhould 


be to deſerve it; in which I have been 


as good as my word. 


Dinner was but juſt over, when I was 


told that a lady enquired whether ſhe 
could ſee me without giving any un- 
eaſineſs. I gueſſed it was the perſon 
about whom I had been ſo inquiſitive, 
My anſwer was, that I longed to ſee 
her, Alas! nothing was ever faid with 
greater truth, It was Madame De G—, 
I ſcreamed for joy, andopened my arms 
to receive her. She threw herſelt upon 


me. The pleaſure of ſeeing each other _ 


after ſo long an abſence, was too great 


not to bereave us both of ſpeech for 


ſome time. At laſt I broke ſilence, 
crying out, © Is it you, Madam? Nay, 
© then, let fortune do it's worſt, if I 
© have found you again. In all the ſe- 
© vere trials I have undergone ſince I 
s was torn from you, my mind has ever 
6 preſerved your dear idea. The pledge 


« you left me of your friendſhip, the 


© dear picture which I have kiſſed a 


/* thouſand times, is a filent witneſs,'— 
© Poor thing!” cried Madame De G==, 


interrupting me, * ſhe is ſtill the ſame; 


6 her gratitude charms me.“ Her ex- 
preſſions on the occaſion were very 


tender, 1 
Two hours were ſpent in mutual en- 


dearments. As deſirous as I was of 


knowing how I came to be beholden to 
the old marquis for her company, good 
breeding, I thought, made it neceſſary 


to enquire firſt after Monſieur De G=, 


She told me he wag at his ſeat, where he 
impatiently expected the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing me. How!' cried I, * ſhall I ever 


© be ſo happy as to live again with my 


© worthy mamma !'—* Yes, my dear 
© child!” replied Madame De G. 


* that 
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that is the motive of my coming here: 
© but I am afraid I ſhall not enjoy you 
© long.» You ſeem ſurprized. On the 
© contrary, you ought to be pleaſed, 


© But aſk no queſtions; I have promiſed 


© ſecreſy, and muſt not be worſe than 
my word.” | 

So many precautions taken to keep 
me from the knowledge of what cer- 
tainly regarded me very nearly, gave 
ſome unealineſs; I owned as much to 
my dear friend. Take courage, re- 


plied ſhe : you may be aſſured 1 ſhould 


never have been pitched upon to give 


© you any vexa ion: it is too well known 


© how dear you are to me. — But, 
Madam, faid I, © you are not ap- 


4 prized, I dare ſay, that my preſent 


© condition is owing to what I have un- 
s dergone ?'—<I know the whole affair, 
continued the good lady; * it was not 
© the old marquis's fault, as you think, 
that you were not married to him: 


your apprehenſions were too precipi- 


tate; the evil was but imaginary— 
Let this ſuffice,” ſaid ſhe, breaking the 
thread of her diſcourſe; * if you love 
© me, do not oblige me to ſay any more. 
© Knowing my fondnels for you, I am 
4 dithdent in myſelf, and will never 
'* pardon you, if you give me any cauſe 
to repent my tendeineſs. 

I was convinced I was not to expect 
an eclairciſſement; notwithſtanding my 
eager curioſity, I deſiſted from impor- 
tuning her. I aiked a thouſand pardons 
for my imprudence, promiſing the ſhovJd 
have no realon to complain of me a ſe- 
cond time. She took me in her arms, 
and expiefled a regret for being upon 
the reſerve, declaring an entire confi- 


dence in me, of which ſhe ſhould very 


{on give convincing proof. | 

This dear friend never left me during 
my recovery: it was ſoon compleated. 
As I heard every day from my lover 
concerning his affairs, my heart « njoyed 
a perfect tranquillity, and my health 
was entirely eſtabliſhed: excepting a 
little redneſs, it was fcarce diſcernible 
that I had ſo lately recorered from the 
ſmall- pox. I promiſed mylelt a deli- 
cate pleaſure in ſurprizing the marquis; 
who, from my letters and Saint Fal's 
information, had concluded that I was 
very much ſeamed. We may talk of 
the mind, and doubtleſs it has it's force, 
but a little beauty is of great ſervice. 
Alas! my charms were only cultivated 
for my lover's ſakez I knew no other 
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uſe of them than what my tenderneſs 
for him inſpired, | 
Madame de G, finding me fit to 
go abroa?, aſked if I was willing to go 
into the country with her. I anſwered 


by embracing her very affe&ionately, - 


Something dictated to me the journey 
would prove fortunate. 
The day before we ſet out, I deſired 
Madame De G to permit me to do 
my devotions, in order to thank God 


for ſparing my life. Your pious ſen- 
* 


timents I commend," replied ſne, and 
am defirous of partaking in your de- 
votion by accompanying you. As 
to our particular merit, Where a due 
compliance with what religion re- 


weight. The uſe of the ſacraments 
is a powerful preſervation againſt our 
own weakneſs, and the dangers which 
ſurround us on all ſides. Your piety, 
Jenny,” continued ſhe, © edifies me. 
« Pcrſevere: Heaven, which never a- 
© bandons thoſe who place their confi- 
« dence in it, will bring you to your 


© withed-for port.” 


Who would have imagined that a 
day I had ſet apart for ſo holy an action, 
and conſecrated to a facred repoſe, ſhould 
prove a day of trouble and vexation! 


But ſuch it was; and had it not been 
for Madame De G—, whom I wag 


ſo happy as to have with me, I muſt 
have lodged that yight in priſon, This 
may appear range, but it is not fic 
non. | | | 

I wes recollecting in meditation after 
communion, when I found myſelf pul.ed 
by the ſcarf: turning my head about, 
ſomething ſurprized at the liberty which 
was taken with me, I diſcovered, to 
my no ſmall terror, the man with the 


great whiſkers, who belonged to M. 


Des Roches ; he who mfited on being 
my huſband, and had given me ſo much 
trouble. You are catched at laſt,“ 
cri-d the Swiſs; „if you make your 
© eſcape from my maſter, you will be 
© very cunning : he ſhall know you are 
© here; the fericants will make you 
walk. Well, ell, you ſhall be taught 
better manners for the future.“ 

Let any one imagine my ſurprize, or 
rather perplexity. As ill luck would have 
it, I had no one near me: Madame Ie 


Was in another part of the church, _ 


where I had left her when Þ went up to 


the altar; but I preſently refolyed how 


to behave, I concluded, that 1 was not 
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in danger of being inſulted in ſo holy a 
place. This reflection encouraged me 
to preſs through the crowd, which was 
very great, and at laſt I reached Madame 
De G=—. What is the matter?” (aid 
ſhe, looking at me. You are much 
c altered; are you ill?“ I told her what 


135 had happened, and ſhewed her the valet 
with the whiſkers, who had followed 


me, and was ſtanding at my elbow. 
She preſently took the hint, for I had 
before acquainted her with my ad- 
venture, She only ſmiled, inſtead of 
comforting me. Be. eaſy," ſaid the, 


© there is not the leaſt ſhadow of com- 


©. mon ſenſe in the affair; and if your 


* pretended huſband dare to give you any 


« farther trouble, as blind as he is, he 


mall be made to lee his folly,” 


When ſervice was done, Madame 
De G—— roſe up, and bid me follow 


Her, Paſſing along, I ſaw a great buſtle 


in the bottom of the church . the people 
whiſpered one another, and it was evi- 


dent ſomething had happened, Madame 


De G— ordered one of our atten- 
dants to enquire what was the occaſion 
of the diſturbance : he preſently return- 
ed, ſaying, there were ſcrjeants at the 
door waiting to take ſomebody into cuſ- 
tody. This is deſigned,” ſaid I to 
my worthy friend, * againſt me. Do 
© not be afraid, anſwered ſhez am not 
© I with you?” I took heart again, and 
reached the door: but how was I ſur- 
prized to find there'the blind man, the 
little boy, and a gentleman holding a 


woman by the hand, and diſputing with 


my pretended huſband, : 

It is very (urprizing,* ſaid the gen- 
tleman, * that notwithſtanding your 
© misfortune of being blind, and this 

« gentlewoman's aſſeverations, (mean- 


ing her he led by the hand) * that you. 


© ſhould perſiſt in denying her to be your 


Life, becauſe your fon, who never 


« ſaw her, tells you it is not her,* The 


man with the whiſkers, who ſtuck cloſe 


to me, hearing this, put in his word, 
ſaying aloud My maſter is in. the 
« right, that is not his wife; this is 
© ſhe,* pointing to me. This drew the 


eyes of the aſſembly upon me, Madame 


De G—— ſeeing the confuſion I was in, 


bid the ſervants clear the way, and or- 


dered the coach to pull up. The ſtranger 
made a ſign that ſhe was the right witer, 
and told the crowd the affair was as ſhe 
ſaid, and that it was a folly to queſtion 
n. The blind man, 48 obſtinate as 3 


mule, inſiſted he was right, and was fo 
having both the women taken into cul- 
tody, ſaying he had obtained a warrant 
for that purpoſe, and would have it 
ſerved, This notable decifion made 
every one laugh; but the perſon wha 
was entruſted with the execution gave 
him to underſtand that he muſt chuſe, 
and that very juſtly, for he had no mind 
to bring himſelf into trouble for him, 
We heard no moe than this: we got 
into the coach. Madame De G— s 
equipage made ſuch a figure, and ap- 
peared to belong to a perſon of ſo great 
quality, that though the officer bawled 
out to have us ſtopped, nobody was bold 
enough to execute his orders. 


Madame De G=—, who was highly 


diverted with my fears, and thought the 
adventure very extraordinary, ordered a 
ſervant to ſtay and ſee the event. He 
informed us, that the man with - the 
whiſkers had followed us by his maſter's 
orders, ſtil] poſitive that I was his wife; 
but that upon the marquis's footmen 
giving him chaſe, he was ſo terrified, 
that he took to his heels without looking 
behind him; that as to my pretended 
huſband, he was at laſt brought to rea- 
ſon, his wife having ſpoke to him in 
private, and given him ſuch convincing 
proofs, that he owned to his friend he 
had been miſtaken : that the ſerjeants 
were diſcharged as uſeleſs, his wife 
having declared, that fo far from avoid- 
ing her huſband, ſhe had ſearched every 
where for him, when ſhe heard he was 
not dead, as had been reported, - All 
which was the more eaſily credited, as 
ſhe had lived with a relation of her huſ- 
band's, who came, having been ſent 
for expreſsly, and confirmed what the 
other had ſaid; the blind man knew 
her by her voice, and thus ended the 
affair, | | | 
The next day we ſet out. Madame 
De G-——, as foon as we were ont of 
town, ſaid the tediouſneſs of the jour- 
ney mult be alleviated by ſomething 
that was amuſing. * Hitherto, faid 
ſhe, © I have had no opportunity of 
* telling you abundance of things, and 
© acquainting you with what I have 


gone through ſince I ſaw you. It is 


* highly reaſonable, my dear child, as 
© ſuch 1 have always conſidered you, 
continued this worthy lady, embracivg 
me; it is highly reaſonable I ſhontd 
* make a return for your confidence in 
eme, by giving you mine, You know 
0 | M. De 
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M. De G, and his taſte for wo- 
men; you will eaſily gueſs I am go- 
ing to entertain you with his gallan- 
tries: I have ſuffered from them of 
various kinds, I bore it all patiently 
for a long while, becauſe his behax i- 
our was ever reſpectful to me; but 
perceiving his conduct changed all on 


a ſudden, and that I was in danger of 


lofing him entirely, I reſolved to dive 


to the bottom of the affair, and em- 


ploy all means poſſible to break off 
an engagement which ſeemed to be 
attended with worle conſequences than 
any of the reſt, | 

„ This was no eaſy taſk. Monſieur 
De Gt, as you mult have obſerved 


when with me, makes a myltery of 


every thing, and carries an appear- 


ance which deceives, and ſcreens him 


from cerrfure, I was much per- 
plexed how to act. That he was deſ- 
perately in love, even ſo as to neglect 
his private affairs, a thing not uſual 
with him, and fcarce ever at home, 
was evident; but how to diſcover this 
object of his. paſſion was the difficul- 
ty. To endeavour to gain over thoſe 
of his ſervants who were in the ſecret 
was loſt Jabour: as they were more 


in his intereſt than mine, my enqui- 


ries, of which he was doubtleſs in- 


formed, ſerved only to augment his 


precautions, and encreaſed his cold- 
neſs to me. This threw me into great 
trouble, nor could I diſcern any way 
of exiricating myſelf, _ 5 
© One day, when I was more melan- 
choly than uſual, my huſband having 


for the firſt time been very rough with 


me, Chriltina, that truſty ſervant you 
remember at my houſe, found me in 


this condition, and preſſed me fo very 


earneſtly to know the occaſion, that, 


prevailed on by the grief ſhe ſhewed, 


J diſcovered the whole aff ir to her, 
She told me I was too good - natured, 
and that inſtead of crying at that rate, 
which might prejudice my health, I 


ougght rather to think of putting an 


end to his irregularities and my own 
vexation. What would you have 
me do?“ replied I. s it poſſible 
for me to hinder his liking another 
and ſlighting me!“ “ Yes, certain- 
ly,” anſwered Chriſtina; ** Men, 
Madam, are juſt what we pieale to 
make them. I would lay all I am 
worth in the world, if it were poſſibſe 


* for me to be in your place, that I 


e would foon cure him of his paſſion 
& for his miſtreſs, and make him more 
© in love with me than ever.“ That 


«© would be extremely difficult,” replied 


© I, © tor two reaſons : the moſt im- 


portant of them is, I have no longer 


ce that youth on my ſide which en- 
«© chants—— © As if you were not 
e ſtill as handſome as an angel,” re- 
© plied Chriſtina very complaiſantly, 
« The other reaſon is,“ continued I, 
without taking any notice of this piece 
of flattery, “ Monſieur De G 
loves women, and ever will: conſe. 
« quently, though I ſhould extinguiſh 


© his preſent flame, he would ſoon fall 


6 back, and all my endeavours would 
« only ſerve to bring on new trouble, 
and eſtrange him from me perhaps 


6 for ever, particularly ſhould he dife 


© cover my practices.“ I allow this 
© lait obſervation to be juſt,” replied 
« Chriſtina, after a ſhort pauſe; “ I 
would never adviſe a wo. nan to ap- 
cc pear to lay any reſtraint upon her 


% hutband; it is often an excuſe for 
e his extravagancies, and never fails of 


% rendering the wife inſupportable: 
© nay, the obſtacies laid in his way 


« frequently give 3 ſharper edge to his 


«& appetites, and heighten the enjoy- 
« ment. 
«© believe well grounded.“ 


« I knew Chriſtina had been well 


educated, and did not want for wit; 
but 1 ſhould never have imagined ſhe 
was miſtreſs of ſo much good ſenſe. 
I agreed with her in the principles ſhe 
laid down, as I affured her, and 
© which I had ever religiouſly obſerved. 
% So much the worie, Madam, repli- 


W Aa. © A 


© ed Chriſtina; „on ſome occaſions we 


© ought to ſtrike out from the common 
« rules: the great art is to time it 
es right.“ | % | 
% Give me leave, before I mention 
6 the proper methods, as I think, for 
00 reſtoring your tianquillity, to amuſe 
„ you with an adventure I had ſeveral 
6“ years ſince with your huſband M. 
« De G, which has fome connec- 
« tion with what I have had the ho- 
© nour to {ay to you, and which I ne- 
© ver yet related to you. It was always 
ce my opinion that we ought to be 


e taiighed with doing our duty, with 


& out a:rcgating the praiſes of others 
c gn that account, For, to what pur- 
„ poſe would it have been at that time 
i to acquaint you with it, unlels it were 
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5 to give you an unprofitable vexation, 
« and render myſelt ſuſpected? 

« J was about eighteen when M. 
&© De G=——, whoſe heart perhaps was 
© not then otherwiſe engaged, began 
& to fancy me. I had not the honour 
© at that time, as you may remember, 


% Madam, to be ſo near your perſon 


« as at preſent; taken up with waiting 
c“ on your daughter, I thought of no- 


« thing but how to pleaſe and ſerve her. 


«© My ambition went no farther ; every 
« thing elſe ſeemed of no conſequence 


©« to me. 


« One day, when my young lady was 
„ gone with you to the opera, M. De 
© Go—— came into my room, where I 


& was ordering ſome little things of my 


« own in Mademoiſelle's abſence. 


What, ' cried he, © are you all alone, 


& Chriſtina ? I thought you had been 


c with my daughter at the opera. Is it 


& that you are not fond of ſuch things, 


or is my wife ſo barbarous as to refuſe 


« you ſuch an amuſement?” My an- 
% (wer was only a yes, or a no; I do 
4c not recollect which: but his coming 


« into my chamber made me colour 


« very much. He had never ſpoke to 


é me before, ſo that it was an honour 
14 quite new to me; beſides, I had heard 


« of his taſte for young women; your 
& ladyſhip's chambermaids frequently 
4 tajked of it, and I always took care 
& to over- hear them. 

« It was this which occaſioned the 
I trembled, 


« ſelf, He eyed me from head to foot, 


« and the greater eagerneſs he expreſſed 


4% in viewing me, the more my con- 
« ſternation increaſed, © You are very 


4 charming, Chriſtina,” continned he, 
4 preſenting his hand. Do you 


6 know I am determined to make your 


«« fortune, and that from the time you 


cc came hither I have been contriving 
6 it?“ You are too generous, Sir,“ 


«é replied I, (till bluſhing, © to con- 


« cern yourſelf about to inſignificant 
& a perſon, I am not fo partial as to 
« think myſelf worthy your attention.“ 
% What do you call worthy?” ſaid 
4c he, interrupting me, *© I vow I fee 


cc nothing in all Paris ſo amiable. 
c Why, your complexion is charming, 


« your eyes raviſh one; let me have the 
« pleaſure of gazing on them,” Say- 


te ing this, he drew neatier by degrees. 
Heaven, Sir!“ cried I, “ leave me, 


« I beg: if my young lady's governeſs 
© ſhould happen to come, and ſhould 
& find I have the honour of your con- 
“ verſation, ſhe will certainly inform 
« your lady I ſhall be leverely chid, 


and not without reaſon, I am not 


one of thoſe——"" Do not be 
« afraid,” replied he; I am upon the 
watchz and as for the mean opinion 
you have of yourlelf, it is entirely 
% groundleſs: for know, Chriſtina, that 
any man, even of the greateſt quality, 
« would think himſelf compleatly hap- 
py to become an equal, and enjoy the 
company of ſo charming a creature.” 
« Saying this, to which I anſwered 
as before, he came up to me, and 
took the liberty of removing my 
*« neck handkerchief, I thought it was 
time to be very loud, imagining the 
fear of being ſurprized with me 
«© would make him retire; but I was 
© miſtaken, He had the precaution 
to ſend all the fervants out of the 
way under different pretences, and I 
© found myſelf to be entirely in his 
power, This was evident; for though 
I had cried out twice, he was pro- 
ceeding to extremities. I was terri- 
6 fied, but did not loſe my preſence of 


„ mind, “ Well, Sir,” ſaid I, looking 


earneſtly at him, © make my fortune, 
“ and I am yows.”—* With all my 
heart,” replied he very joytully : 
make your own terms, which I will 
accept of, on condition you return my 
love.” —* Agreed,” anſwered I very 
courageouſly. Give me in hand a 
hundred louis- d' ors to obtain my fa- 
ther's liberty, being confined on ac- 
count of that curſed tax which ruins 
lo many collectors, and other brave 
« fellows, After this you mutt buy 
me a houſe, and provide for me, that 
I need not go to ſervice, and then I 
will love you as much as you can de- 
& fire,” — . Done,” cried M. De G—-, 
& quite tranſported ; * ſhake hands, 
and take this kiſs as earnett = 
«© No, Sir,“ replied I, bluſhing more 
than ever, „you mult begin with 
ſurer tokens of your being ſincere 
than the kiſs you offer: the money, 
Sir.“ That is but reaſonable,” 
% anſwered M. De Gt, ſurprized no 
doubt to hnd me ſo coming and more 
alert than he expefed ; “I will run 
to my cloſet, and fetch the money, 
„Stay, here, I will return in a mo- 
16 ment.“ 3 f 


ce He 


THE FORTUNATE 


e He was no ſooner out of the room, 
* but I made my eſcape. I flew up 
4 ſtairs to one of your women who lay 
&« ill, and conſequently 1 was fure to 


« find.“ He will not come after me,“ 
LE 
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I will take care never to be alone, 
and fo prevent his having an oppor- 
tunity of plaguing me.” | 

« 1] was as good as my word, Two 
60 

40 
6 * 
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to ſpeak to me: he loſt his labour in 
watching for an opportunity. I was 
on my guard, and baffled all his at- 
tempts. | 

I was now perſuaded that M. De 
8 88 
© riſing one morning 1 heard him in his 
daughter's room. As my bed ſtood 


hear what paſſed, I was not fur- 
cultomary, but at his eoming into 
my lady's apartment, and that her 
chambermaid had opened the door 
without calling me. I giew unealy; 


niediately bolted it very ſoftly. Being 
ſecured from any viſit, if he ſhould 
have taken it into his head, TI liſtened 


olity of a girl of my age. 

„% What! would you have me, Sir, 
complain to my mother of Chrilti- 
na? ſaid my dear miſtrets, © For 
what reaſon? The poor girl never 
deferved ſuch uſage from me.“ — 
That is nothing,” reviied M. De 
8.—; 


«© for her good that I put you upon it. 
% While he ſtays here ſhe will not 
E 


hear of being ſettled, I know a 
proper party for her, and when you 
are acquainted with the affair, you 
will approve of the propoſal. Is it 
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gard for what J ſay, as to heſitate a 
„Wonen? | 


« Mademoiſelle de 8 unable 


hg 
= 


to prevail with herſelf to fay any 
thing againſt me, knowing the ten- 


deavouring to evade doing it, her fa- 
ther flew into a paſſion. 
cried he, riſing up, I have done; 
* but take notice, I will never forget 
« your refuling me.” 

„This was more than enough to 


ſaid I to myſeif, © and for the future 


years paſſed without his being able 


had entirely forgot me, when 
in one of the cloſets, I could eafly 


prized at his early riſing, which was 


my door was not faſtened, but I'im- 


to the converſation with all the curi- 


e do as I bid you: it is 


pollible you ſhould have ſo little re- 


der reſpe&t I had for her, ſtill en- 


% Well,“ 


influence your daughter, who always 
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wole affair, and 
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had, as you know, Madam, an un” 


common reſpect for her parents. She 


called back M. De G——, who 
had pretended to go away, and pro- 
miſed to be directed by tim. 
«© Since you know how to behave,” 
replied he,“ I am willing to forget 
what is paſted ; but it is upon condi- 
tion you nog” perform what I 
require of you. Tell your mother 


that you have perceived of late that 
Chriftina is in love: that ſhe is ſo ia- 


fatuated as to receive her gallant in 
your apartment when you are abroad; 
that coming home unexpectediy, 
you faw——"" I was fo terrified at 
what 1 heard, that I bawled out it 
was falſe, that I ſaw plainly my 


ruin was deſigned; but that I would 
publiſh M, De G——'s motives for 


having recourſe to ſuch infamous 
proceedings; that I would go im- 
mediately to acquaint his lady of the 
complain of a 
fiction as falſe as it was cruel and 
unjuſt. 8 


„ The tone in which this was ut- 
tered had a ſurprizing effect. M. De 
6 — apprehending I ſhould be as 


good as my word, and ſeeing me 


ruſh out of the cloſet all in tears to 


go and inform you, Madam, of what 
was carrying on, he ſtopped me, fay- 
ing, I was a fool not to ſee it was not 
all an artifice to oblige me to come out 


of the cloſet and make his daughter 


laugh. I did not puſh the affair any 
faither: it was evident he gave this 
turn to it only to ſtifle the matter, 
Perſuaded as I was of this, and that 
he really intended to make you turn 


me away, that he might have an op- 


portunity of prevailing on me with- 


out diſturbance from you, or alarm 


ing the family (I was not miſtaken, 
for I chanced ſome years afterwards 


to learn the whole deſign; he had 


gained over Mademoiſelle's chamber- 


maid, who was fince turned away, 


and had undertaken to bring me to 
accept of his offers) I vowed to M. 


ed to ſurprize me again, I would that 


inſtant leave the houſe, and proclaim 
my reaſons to the whole world. 


From that moment, Madam, he has 


taken no notice of me, nor given me 


the leaſt diſtuibance:; lo true it is} 


that when a young woman happens 
| | to 


„that if ever he endeavour- 
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e huſband on the ſubject, 
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* to be ruined, it is for want of know- 
* ing how to defend herſelf as ſhe 
4% ought.” | 

© Chriſtina, after finiſhing this ad- 
© venture, added, that ſhe only related 


'© it to convince me that my huſband 


* ſtood in greater dread of me than [ 
* imagined; and that if I had ſhewn a 
© little more reſolution, I ſhould not have 


had ſuch juſt reaſon of complaint. 


© I aſked Chriſtina, when ſhe had 
© done, what concluſion ſhe drew from 


her ſtory, and the reflection upon it. 
—— That M. De G , 


is not ſo ob- 
« ſtinate as you think,“ ſaid ſhe; “ and 
« if you take proper methods, a ſtop 
& might be put to the vexations which 
« overwhelm you. | 

« The firlt ep I would adviſe,” 
© continued the good girl, is to find 
4 out your rival and her habitation ; 
« then to have her informed very pe- 
« remptorily, that as yet you are ig- 
« norant of the affair; but that if once 
„ it comes to your knowledge, you 


« have ſo much power, that ſhe will be 


1c jnfallibly cruſhed, or confined for life. 
«© This done, which cannot but produce 
« à good effect, ſome friend of M. De 
« G mult be applied to, and pre- 


4% yailed upon, after laying open your 


«& griefs, to talk reſolutely with your 
He muſt be 
4 delired W acquaint M. De G 
« that you will be impoſed upon no 
« longer, but will come to an open rup- 
ture, which ſooner or later muſt ruin 
6 his reputation.“ | | 

« Al} Chriſtina's reaſons could not 


- © prevail upon me to follow her advice; 


but occalioned a whimſical reſolution, 
« which ſcemed to promiſe equal ſuc- 
« ceſs. I am apt to think no wife be- 
« fore me ever thought of ſuch a ſtra- 
c tagem, You ſhall be judge, my dear 
child, continued Madame De G—; 
I never reflect on it without laughing, 


too when you know it. | 

© Chriſtina was no ſooner apprized 
of my plot, but ſhe clapped her 
hands by way of applauſe, and an- 
ſwered for the ſucceſs. In order to 
« ſet it on foot, I went into my huſ- 


« band's cloſet the next morning. Af- 
4 ter enquiring how he did, the Car- 


« nival, faid I, © is at hand; I have 
« a fancy to paſs it, as well as the Lent, 


„in the country, and not to return to 


* 
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and I will lay a wager you will do ſo. 
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& Paris till after Eaſter. I am come to 


„ know, Sir, if you approve of it." 


The idea of my abſence was too ac- 
© ceptable not to meet with appro- 
© bation, He not only replied, I was 
© my own miſtreſs, and ſhould be ever 
ſo, but even accompanied his gen- 
tee] expreſſions, which were now 2 
novelty to me, with a purſe of gold, 
to make the Carnival the more agree- 
able, as he was pleaſed to expreſs 
himſelf, | „ 

That very day Chriſtina and I 
began our journey ; but inſtead of 
taking the road which leads to my 


mother lived, whom I had ſent for 
the night before, and acquainted with 
my dehgn. They got me a taylor; 
I put on a night-gown, and a man's 
night-cap, to prevent his having any 
ſuſpicion. I made him take my mea- 
ſure, and beſpoke two ſuits, one very 
rich, the other a little plainer, but 
begged he would make them with all 
ſpeed. | : 5 
In leſs than four days I was meta- 
morphoſed into a genteel young fel- 
low, and the diſguiſe became me ex- 
ceedingly, | 

* I aſked Chriſtina and her mother 
how they liked me. They proteſted 
J looked charmingly, and perſonated 
a man ſo naturally, that no creature 
would ever ſuſpect I was any thing 
elie. This delighted me; and I never 


* 
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according to my wiſhes. 
I have a valet de chambre, who was 
always in my intereſt, and one you 
have ſeen at my houſe. I had given 
him orders to have MonſieurDbe6 
watched, and learn, coſt what it would, 
where his miſtreſs lived. He obeyed 
me juſt as I could wiſn. In three 
days time he informed ſhe lived in a 
little bye ſtreet, turning out of Faux- 
bourg Saint Honore, at a new-built 
houſe, and that my huſband ſupped 
there every night. I was overjoyed 
at this diſcovery, and ordered every 
thing accordingly. 
© I was not fatisfied with knowing 
where this girl lived; it behoved me 
to know when ſhe went out, and where 
one might ſee her. I was apprized, 
two days after, that ſhe often went to 
plays, of which ſhe was paſſionately 
fond. My valet de chambre, wha 
_ © Jerved 


eſtate, I went to the houſe where her 
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5 ſerved me as footman, had got ac- 
© quainted with her's. They had drayk 
together; and my man, who was (ly, 


| © pave me ſufficient intelligence to flat- 


ter myſelf that it would not be ſo dif- 
© ficulta matter as I imagined to make an 
s acquaintance with her. 

© 'They were upon the watch to give 
© me notice the very moment ſhe went 
© abroad. I had hired a waiting job by 
the month. At the corner of the ſtreet 
I waited for Miſs. She was not long 
© before ſhe came out. My coachman 


© had orders to follow her, and to ſtop 


© at every place where ſhe did. She en- 
© tered Paris by Saint Honore Street; 
© went and bought ſomething at a mil- 
© liner's ſhop; turned down Larberſel 
© Street, and then to the play-houſe. 
There I thought I was ſure of her, and 
© was not miſtaken. She was accom- 
© panied by a ſervant, elder than her- 
© ſelf, but very well dreſſed. I could 
© not gueſs whether ſhe was a relation 
© or her waiting-woman, There is no 
© diſtinction now-a-days in dreſs ; and 


E it is difficult to diſcern thereby the 


© different conditions of mankind, 1 
© could not get a full view of her, for 
© want of a favourable opportunity; I 
s had only a glimpſe : ſhe appeared to be 
© tall andwell-ſhaped ; that's all I could 
c diſtinguiſh. 


6 ] was not much better of when . 


© came into the playhouſe, although I 


: * had placed myſelf in one of the boxes 


© joining to her's. It was ſo early, that 


© there were but ſome circular lights in 
© the hoxes; nevertheleſs, the houſe 
as full. It was the firſt repreſenta- 
© tion of one of M. Voltaire's tragedies, 
s You have often heard me talk, my 
* dear, of that illuſtrious author, and 
E you may remember that I extolled him 
© to the heavens as well as the publick, 
This may make you comprehend the 
'E magnificence of the entertainment, 
s 3nd that all the people of faſhion and 
© ſenſe at Paris were preſent. 
„Waiting till they lighted the can- 


| © Ales, and I could more eaſily examine 


s Mademoiſelle Julia, (that was her 


© name, as my valet de chambre had 
informed me) I hearkened attentively 


£ to her diſcourſe. Notwithſtanding ſhe 
© ſpoke in a low voice, I heard her ſay 


. © to the perſon who came with her, that 
' the trembled leſt Monſicur De G—— 


* ſhould know ſhe was at the play. I 
found out, from what they ſaid, that 
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they had made my huſhand believe 
they were only gone to buy ſome 


things; and, according to my con- 


jecture, it appeared he was jealous, 
and hada watchful eye upon his miſ- 
treſs, I was not ſorry to find it ſo; 
it was juſt what I wanted, to attain the 
end I had propoſed.” | 

Here I interrupted MadameDeG——, 
I have been,” ſaid I, © under the great- 
eſt impatience for this half hour; 
therefore do me the favour, my dear 
lady, to tell what end it was you pro- 
poſed to yourſelf: I will own to you 
ſincerely, that I comprehend nothing 
at all of the matter.“ 

© You are very haſty,* replied Ma- 


half a mind to leave you in ſuſpenſe, 
till the incidents that are to follow 
have informed you ; but I ſhould 
make a good princeſs, I do not love 
to refuſe. Know, therefore, that my 
deſign was to gain the damſel's affec- 
tions, to get an aſſignation, and to be 
ſurprized in her company, and there. 
by oblige my huſband to ahandon her. 


I had itil] another view, which you 
' ſhall not know, but in proper time 


and place, 


© As ſoon as the houſe began to bo 


lighted up, I looked on Mademoiſelle 
Julia with a greedy eye. 
her charming. She had an enchant- 
ing ſprightlineſs in her countenance. 


The fineneſs of her complexion daz- 


zled fufficiently, without that quan- 
tity of red ſhe laid on. Her neck was 


admirable, and the reſt of her figure 


was perfectly well turned. 
* After this examination, I was not 
ſurprized at my huſband's fondneſs for 


her. Notwithſtanding I am a woman, 
I never was backward in doing juftice- 
to thoſe of my ſex who deſerved it. 1 


was juſt in regard to this perſon, and 
ſenſible of all that was to be ſeen in 
ner. | | 55 

lt was no difficult mgtter for me 
to make an acquaintance with her. 
Theſe creatures carry not their reſerve 
ſo far as to refuſe converſation. I had 
a long one with her; and, as ſhe ſaw 
me compleatly dreſſed, and that I had 
ſomething of an air of diſtinction, the 
was pleated with all I faid in her 
commendation, I aſked her leave to 


make her a viſit. She did not ab!o. 
Jutely grant it; but it was eaty to 
perceive, that betore the play was over 
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2“ That M. De G 


* to be ruined, it is for want of know- 
* ing how to defend herſelf as ſhe 
4% ought.” 

© Chriſtina, after finiſhing this ad- 
© venture, added, that ſhe only related 


it to convince me that my hufband 


* ſtood in greater dread of me than I 


* imagined; and that if I had ſhewn a 


© little more reſolution, I ſhould not have 
had ſuch juſt reaſon of complaint. 


© I aſked Chriſtina, when ſhe had 
© done, what concluſion ſhe drew from 


© her ſtory, and the reflection upon it. 
is not ſo ob- 
« ſtinate as you think,“ ſaid ſhe; ** and 
« if you take proper methods, a ſtop 
4 might be put to the vexations which 
« overwhelm you. x 

« The firſt ſtep I would adviſe,” 
© continued the good girl, is to find 
« out your rival and her habitation ; 
« then to have her informed very pe- 
« remptorily, that as yet you are ig- 


« norant of the affair; but that if once 


4 it comes to your knowledge, you 
« have ſo much power, that ſhe will be 
© jnfallibly cruſhed, or confined for life. 


«© This done, which cannot but produce 
« à good effect, ſome friend of M. De, 
4 G 


— muſt be applied to, and pre- 
4% yailed upon, after laying open your 


« griefs, to talk reſolutely with your 


e huſband on the ſubje&t, He muſt be 
6 delired W acquaint M. De G 
« that you will be impoſed upon no 
« longer, but will come to an open rup- 


* ture, which ſooner or later muſt ruin 


6 his reputation.“ | 
« Al} Chriſtina's reaſons could not 


4 prevail upon me to follow her advice; 


but occaſioned a whimfical reſolution, 
« which ſeemed to promiſe equal ſuc- 
4s ceſs. I am apt to think no wife be- 
« fore me ever thought of ſuch a ſtra- 
c tagem. You ſhall be judge, my dear 
child, continued Madame De Ga——; 


4 ] never reflect on it without laughing, 
6 and I will lay a wager you will do ſo 


too when you know it. | 

« Chriſtina was no ſooner apprized 
* of my plot, but ſhe clapped her 
« hands by way of applauſe, and an- 
« ſwered for the ſucceſs, In order to 


© ſet it on foot, I went into my huſ- 


« band's cloſet the next morning. Afﬀ- 


4 ter enquiring how he did, the Car- 
« nival,” faid I, “ is at hand; I have 
« a fancy to pals it, as well as the Lent, 


10 in the country, and not to return to 
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& Paris till after Eaſter. I am come to 


„ know, Sir, if you approve of it." 


The idea of my abſence was too ac- 
© ceptable not to meet with appro- 
© bation, He not only replied, I was 
© my own miſtreſs, and ſhould be ever 
ſo, but even accompanied his gen- 
tee] expreſſions, which were now 4 
novelty to me, with a purſe of gold, 
to make the Carnival the more agree- 
able, as he was pleaſed to expreſs 
himſelf, 

That very day Chriſtina and I 
began our journey; but inſtead of 
taking the road which leads to my 
eſtate, I went to the houſe where her 
mother lived, whom I had ſent for 
the night before, and acquainted with 
my deſign. They got me a taylor; 
I put on a night-gown, and a man's 
night-cap, to prevent his having any 
ſuſpicion. I made him take my mea- 
ſure, and beſpoke two ſuits, one very 
rich, the other a little plainer, but 
begged he would make them with all 
{peed. | | 
In lefs than four days I was meta- 
morphoſed into a genteel young fel- 
low, and the diſguiſe became me ex- 
ceedingly, | 

© I aſked Chriſtina and her mother 
how they liked me. They proteſted 
1 looked charmingly, and perſonated 
a man ſo naturally, that no creature 
would ever ſuſpect I was any thing 
elie. This delighted me; and I never 
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according to my wiſhes. | 
I haveavalet de chambre, who was 
always in my intereſt, and one you 
have ſeen at my houſe, I had given 
him orders to have Monſieur DeG=—— 
watched, and learn, coſt what it would, 
where his miſtreſs lived. He obeyed 
me juſt as I could wiſh. In three 
days time he informed ſhe lived in a 
little bye ſtreet, turning out of Faux- 
bourg Saint Honore, at a new-built 
houſe, and that my buſband ſupped 
there every night. I was overjoyed 
at this diſcovery, and ordered every 
thing accordingly. 
© 1 was not fatisfied with knowing 
where this girl lived; it behoved me 
to know when ſhe went out, and where 
one might fee her. I was apprized, 
two days after, that ſhe often went to 
plays, of which ſhe was paſſionately 
fond, My valet de chambre, wha 
| 6s ſerved 


doubted but my project would ſucceed 
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5 ſerved me as footman, had got ac- 
* quainted with her's. They had drank 
© togetherz and my man, who was (ly, 
* gave me ſufficient intelligence to flat- 
ter myſelf that it would not be ſo dif- 
© ficulta matter as I imagined to make an 
£ acquaintance with her. 5 
They were upon the watch to give 

| me notice the very moment ſhe went 
abroad, I had hired a waiting job by 
the month. At the corner of the ſtreet 

I waited for Miſs. She was not long 
before ſhe came out. 
had orders to follow her, and to ſtop 
at every place where ſhe did. She en- 
tered Paris by Saint Honore Street; 
went and bought ſomething at a mil- 


liner's ſhop; turned down Larberſel 


Street, and then to the play-houſe. 
There I thought I was ſure of her, and 
She was accom- 
panied by a ſervant, elder than her- 
ſelf, but very well dreſſed, I could 
not gueſs whether ſhe was a relation 
or her waiting- woman. There is no 
diſtinction now-a-days in dreſs; and 


it is difficult to diſcern thereby the 


different conditions of mankind, I 


could not get a full view of her, for 


want of a favourable opportunity; I 
had only a glimpſe : ſhe appeared to be 
tall and well-ſhaped ; that's all I could 
diſtinguiſh. JE Y 
I was not much better off when I 
came into the playhouſe, although I 
had placed myſelf in one of the boxes 
joining to her's. It was ſo early, that 
there were but ſome circular lights in 
the hoxes; nevertheleſs, the. houſe 
was full. It was the firſt repreſenta- 


You have often heard me talk, my 


dear, of that illuſtrious author, and 


you may remember that I extolled him 
to the heavens as well as the publick. 
This may make you comprehend the 
magnificence of the entertainment, 
and that all the people of faſhion and 
£ ſenſe at Paris were preſent _ 
« Waiting till they lighted the can- 


4 Mademoiſelle Julia, (that was her 


© name, as my valet de chambre had 


© informed me) 1 hearkened attentively 
to her diſcourſe, Notwithſtanding ſhe 
©* ſpoke in a low voice, I heard her ſay 
to the perſon who came with her, that 
© ſhe trembled leſt Monſieur De G 
„ ſhould know ſhe was at: r I 
* found out, from what they faid, that 


My coachman 
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© tion of one of M. Voltaire's tragedies, 
* 
5 
c 
6 
* 
q 
5 


a a % A a aA 2a Aa 


* 
* 
* 
£ 
0 
6 
* 


dame De G 


6 
5 


nA K 2 NO A K A „ 6G A A K GK RN a „ a Ra 


NA aA A a XM K NM 


c 
c 
s 


— —ũ6—B — —— b — —_— * — 


279 
they had made my huſhand believe 
they were only gone to buy ſome 
things; and, according to my con- 
jecture, it appeared he was jealous, 
and had a watchful eye upon his miſ- 
treſs, I was not ſorry to find it ſo; 
it was juſt what I wanted, to attain the 
end I had propoſed.” : 
Here I interrupted MadameDeG——, 
I have been,” ſaid I, © under the great- 
eſt impatience for this half hour; 
therefore do me the favour, my dear 
lady, to tell what end it was you pro- 
poſed to yourſelf: I will own to you 
lincerely, that I comprehend nothing 
at all of the matter,” : 
© You are very haſty,” replied Ma- 
with a ſmile; I have 
half a mind to leave you in ſvſpenſe, 
till the incidents that are to follow 
have informed you; but I ſhould 
make a good princeſs, I do not love 
to refuſe. Know, therefore, that my 


_ deſign was to gain the damſel's affec- 


tions, to get an aſſignation, and to be 


ſurprized in her company, and tliere- 


by oblige my huſband to ahandon her. 
I had ſtill another view, which you 


ſhall not know, but in proper time 


and place. 2 
© As ſoon as the houſe began to hs 


lighted up, I looked on Mademoiſelle 


Julia with a greedy eye. I thought 
her charming. She had an enchant- 
ing ſprightlineſs in her countenance. 


The fineneſs of her complexion daz 


zled fuficiently, without that quan- 
tity of red ſhe laid on. Her neck was 


admirable, and the reſt of her figure 


was perfectly well turned. 

After this examination, I was not 
ſurprized at my huſband's fondneſs for 
her. Notwithſtanding I am a woman, 


I never was backward in doing juftice- 
to thoſe of my ſex who deſerved it, 1 


was juſt in regard to this perſon, and 
ſenſible of all that was to be ſeen in 
her. | | „ FN 
lt was no difficult matter for me 
to make an acquaintance with her. 


Theſe creatures carry not their reſerve 


ſo far as to refuſe converſation, I had 
a long one with her; and, as ſhe ſaw 


me compleatly dreſſed, and that I had 


ſomething of an air of diſtinction, the 
was pleaſed with all I faid in her 
commendation, 


make her a viſit. She did not abo. 


lutely grant it; but it was ealy to 
perceive, that before the play was over 


I aſked her leave to 


—— — — —— — dy - 


4 org ” VT 


8 — Tc aye — — 
2. — — — — 


” 2 1 - 2 0 272 _ — 
MEISE CL IE RIC e — r 
———— ôʃQ—ä 7 ated E W 


. PO — WILT E" 
DDr — —— 


4 


KK Os, EF. 2: - 


EFF 
3 5 EN 


- — ie oe 
2 —_— — 3 — XX * 


— — 7 


—— * 5 
8 LEY 


äU—U ü — —— ed —. 
* 4 4 


i 
; 
, 

- % 
+ 
v1] 
% 
1 
1 


280 THE FORTUNATE 


* ſhe would not refufe it. The play 
4 began. I was ſo charmed with it, 


© and heard it with ſo much attention, 


« that I had hike to have forgot my pro- 
« je&t. Figure to yourſelf, my dear 


© child, that delicacy of ſentiment was 
2 never carried to a higher pitch than 


« what the celebrated poet affected the 
audience with in this tragedy. Every 


2 thing was majeitic, noble, moving, 
4 The actors were more the real heroes 


© they perſonated than themſelves, Fan- 
cy, addreſs, energy of ſtyle, dignity 
4 all theſe concurred in the compoſition 
« of Zara. Happy, thrice happy, thoſe 
« who poſleſs talents in ſuch an eminent 
« degree! They deſerve to have mo- 
4 numents erected to their honour, as 
© in former days. What do I ſay? 
« In doing juſtice to authors of this 
« rank, it is ourſelves we honour in 
4 railing monuments to them. Is it not 
* a monument of the good taſte of that 


© people, who knew ſo well whom thus 


£ to diftinguiſh ? | | 

© 1 took the opportunity of the inter- 
« vals between the acts to obtain my 
« requeſt. Fair Julia ſeemed on pur- 
pole to delay me till the artful ſolu- 
« tion of the play, and did not grant 


c my petition till it was over, I have. 


< a difficulty, jaid ſhe, © in admitting 
« your Viits; and that becauſe you ap- 


4 pear to me a dangerous man. If you 
«© were no more than an ordinary per- 


« fon, I ſhould not fear you ſo much; 
«© but, without valuing myſelf for my 
x wit, I have ſenſe enough to diſcover 
« you have a great deal, and that your 
« converſation is enchanting. For rea- 


4 ſons known to myſelf, I am obliged 
4 to grant your petition conditionally, 


cc When you are acquainted with them, 
« you will not be ſurprized at the pre- 
% caution I exact from you, I will 
« even own, that I could eafaly inform 
« you what my motives are. Perhaps 
you have conceived a good opinion 
de of me: I could wiſh, if it were poſ- 


44 fible, that you might perſiſt in it. 


«« Of this we will talk another time. 
& For the preſent, I mult deſire, when 
« you come to ſee me, that it be after 


. dinner; and to leave it in my breaſt 


« to (ſend you away when I ſhall think 
« proper. 

After having had this difcourſe 
« with her, ſhe told me where ſhe lodg- 
« ed, I aid every thing to the fair Ju- 


lia that I thought moſt likely to per- 
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* ſuade her how much I was tranſported 
© with the favour ſhe had granted. You 
& men are all traitors,” ſaid ſhe plea- 
© ſantly, as ſhe roſe up; you are the 
„ lovelieſt things in the world, when 


6% you take a fancy to court us; but 
% you have no ſooner ſucceeded, no 


& ſooner are we fooliſh enough to liſten 
to you, than you become perfidious, 
“% and make vs repent the regard we 
* have been ſo filly as to have 2 you.“ 
This farewel was ſo gracefully ſpoken, 
© that, had I been a man, there needed 
© no more to have captivated me en- 
© tirely. | | 
I took care not to fail my appoint- 
ment the next day. Little thought I 
of being ſent away without ſeeing her. 
I found ſtanding at the door the ſer- 
vant whom I ſaw the night before 
along with Julia. She ſhewed me into 
a little parlour as ſoon as ſhe knew me 
again, and told me, that Mademoi— 


trouble I had taken : that ſhe had a 
viſitor juſt come in, whom ſhe did not 
expect, and it was not poſſible for her 
to ſce me that day. I immediately 


to make ſhort work on it, I thought 
proper to begin by winning Gogo, 
(that was her chambermaid's name.) 
1 gave her ten louis d'ors, which made 
« 


© dent diſcourſe one could have uttered. 


My preſent had it's uſual effect: it 
« purchaſed her confidence. She ace 


© quainted me with what I knew as well 
as herſelf; that is to ſay, that Mon- 
© eur De G was in love with Ma- 
© demoiſelle Julia. © He is terribly 


% jealous,” ſaid this wench, and 


* knows already that my miſtreſs ſpoke 
% to you laſt night at the play. She 
& was no ſooner returned home, but 
«© Monheur De G-——, who was wait- 
ing for her, made a furious noiſe, We 
«© have been ciying almoſt all night long. 


«© However, matters are made up: he 


« has not ſtirred out ſince yeſterday 
« and, to compleat our misfortunes, 
“ he has told us of his wife's abſence, 
« which will give him, he ſays, an op- 
© portunity of coming here at all hours, 
“If he thought the news would be any 


& ſatisfaction to us, the poor man was 5 
q $ 
16 very much mzitaken; we are cruelly E 


« mortificd 


ſelle would be vaſtly mortified for the 


thonght this diſappointment was a 
concerted thing, either to excite the 
pathon I had diſcovered, or to make 
me explain myſelf better. In order 


her bluſh more than the moſt impu- 


r 
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* -vortified at it, Whilſt he was at 
& Pas we had time to breathe; he 
& left us e part of the day to our- 
„ ſelves, Yes, truly, from morning 
« till eight of ti. clock at night Ma- 
& demoiſelle was ut liberty: ſhe cer- 
& tainly made no bad uſe of it; there 
« 1s not a more retired perſon in all the 
% world; and, except two or three of 
< her own ſex ſhe now and then fees, 
6 ſhe leads the life of a nun, Sir; ſhe 
« is a little * never to be enough 
« eſteemed.” 

My preſent, as you ſee, my , dear 
© child, had a wonderful effect. I 
« catched at this opportunity of being 
© acquainted with the Whole affair. 
Come, tell me, my dear Gogo, re- 
© plied I, “ does Monſicur De Gam 
„make you ſome amends, by his libe- 
& rality, for all the vexations he gives 
& you ?''—*< Why, pretty well,“ an- 
ſwered ſhe, turning aſide: * the 
& truth is, he might do better; we 
„ know he is rich. But Mademot- 
« ſelle is not mercenary; complaiſance 
„ works more upon her than all the 
& treaſures in the world. For exam- 
« ple, now; it would be the ſame thing 
4c as ſtabbing her to the heart, to offer 
© her a gratuity; it would grieve her 
&« to the very foul, and ſhe would cer- 
46 tainly fall Gck upon it, I know her 
1 folly on this ſubject, and blame her 
« for it. What can one do? 
6 body has their whims, 
& believe it, Sir,”* continued the cun- 
© ning Gogo, * that TI am obliged, in 
order to eaſe her of the vexation I 
have mentioned, to charge myſelt 
t with the receipt of the preſents that 


« are made her, and to inſtruct perſons. 


« how to behave, that they may not 
« incur her diſpleaſure? Slife! if one 
did but preſume to offer her a purle 
of guineas, a ſnuff-box, a diamond, 
« ſhe would that minute forbid you 
é her preſence! No, no, there is no 
„touching there,” 

« But,” replied I, without ſeeming 
© to underfland her meaning, * how 
« did Monſieur de G 
« quainted with her, and manage his 
& matters ſo as to become her gal- 
& lant?“ - Ah, Sir! aſk me not about 
© it,” anſwered Gogo, with a flirting 
C air; © his way of breaking the ice 
« had Hike to have thrown Mademoi- 
* ſelte into fits; nothing was ever 


done in 2 rude a manner. He 


every 
Would you 


get ac- 
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© meets her at the Opera; after ogling 


„ her there, he has her followed home, 


© The next morning, as ſoon as he 


« was up, he wrote her word that he 


« admired her; that he knew very well 
„that ſhe was kept by a counſellor of 
© the parliament, and that but very 


indifferently, he was well informed. 
faid he to her, “ do one 
„ thing? Diſmiſs your counſellor, and 


« Will you,” 


© will give you, (do but obſerve the 


6 brutality if you pleaſe) I will give 
you a thouſand crowns a month: by 


« way of preliminary I here ſend you 
&« a hundred louis; do as you will, 
& Adieu, charmer : think well of this; 
. afterwards we will be better ac- 
2 Nun | 


* This concluſion almoſt made me 


. laugh. Here I traced my huſband's 
© own. likeneſs to the life. “ But,“ 
© ſaid I to Gogo, „ this way of mak- 
„ ing love does not feem fo brutal.“ 
— Pardon me, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, that 
ce 1s not the way to make advances to 
© a woman of her great merit; and it 
& we had not found means of correct 
&« ing Monheur De G „he had ne- 
„ver ſet his foot in this houſe again.“ 
& Tell mic, then,“ ſaid I, * how 


ce you compromiſed matters, for you 


& ſeem to me a girl of real merit?“ 

% You are pleaſant, Sir,” replied Go- 
* £0: I pretend to no fort of merit; 
© but I know the world a little. 


I told him 
« Mademoiſclle was extremely angry 
« at his letter and his hundred louis's; 


te that, but for me, they would have 


© been {ent back again; and that I was 


© forced to exert all the credit I had 


© with her, to keep her in any degree 
« of moderation, 

„% Monſieur De G was rude 
ec enough to anſwer me, that he did 
«© not think there needed all this cere- 


„ mony to huddle vp a love-aFair with 
«© a wench to be had for money. 


Tru- 
c ly, Sir,” ſaid the cunning Gogo, 
«© ] had a mind to fly at his throat; I 
% gaye him what he deſerved; and, af⸗ 
& ter a thouſand bitter reproaches, I 
« fell a crying, My tears rendered 


« Monſieur De GG more tractable ; 
© he begged me to make his peace with 
1 my miltreſs, and to let him know 1n 
« wha: he bad offended her; ſwearing, 
6 by his ſtrong box, that he hed be- 
« haved to her in the tame manner ag 
4 N u 46 10 


I un- 
« dertcok to go the next morning to 
* Monſieur De G=——; 
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© to many more, except that he had 
never as yet made ſo handſome an 
offer to any body, © To convince 
«thee of it, ſaid he, (take notice of 
4 that thee) © will let thee ſee the rough 
« draught of the letter I wrote to her, 
4. and which I made uſe of for above 
« theſe thirty years for the like pur- 
c poſe.” He ſhewed it me accordingly. 
& Tt was ſo foiled, that I eaſily be- 
& Jieved it had been compoſed full as 
& long ago as he ſaid, 

4 He wanted to know, after that, 
« why my miſtreſs had been ſo angry 
© with him. 
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„ that ſhe was come of a good family, 
& not very rich, to ſpeak the truth ; 
ce but for that very reaſon it is ſhe is 


& tampering with the counſellor, who 


. has promiſed to marry her, and who 
©: you think keeps her. After all this, 
judge yourſelf if ſhe is angry with- 
* out reaſon.“— Oh! that is e 
& affair,” cried Monſieur De G 
t but I am not the leſs forry, for I am 
«in love with the wench.”—* Truth, 
& Sir,” ſaid I,“ that very word wwench 
is enough to have you thrown out at 
© the window, had it been ſpoken be- 
fore my miſtreſs, If you have that 
«regard for her, you ought really to 
© make uſe of politer expreflions ; they 
* would have as much weight as the 
« offers you have made.“ 


e What ſhall I ſay to vou, Sir?“ 
© ſaid Gogo, whom my lovis-d'ors had 


© fet a chattering like a magpye. I 
« gave Monſieur De G to under - 
4e ſtand, that I had with much diffi- 
« culty Zained ſo far upon my miſtreſs, 


« ag to make her think it was worth 


«& her while to give him encourage - 
& ment, and that his frankneſs was a 
6 ſure proof of his being a man of ho- 
4 nour. I told him, beſides, that IJ had 
managed ſo well as to contrive an 
4 interview for the next day; and that 
& if he behaved himſelf handſomely, 
'« the counſellor would be diſmiſſed, 
& provided he paid down to me, (not 


4 tg "Mademoiſelle, who would not re- 


* ceive any thing as coming from him) 


& 2 whole year's advance. What ſhall 
% J ſay more? Every thing was con- 
4 cluded according to my direction; 
&« and from that time Monheur De 
. has been lord and maſter here. 
« By degrees I have, brought him to 
60 hun our Mademoiſelle, Whenevec 


— 


“ Becauſe your letter, 
4 ſaid I, * had like to have ruined her: 
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e he makes her a preſent, it muft either 


be put into one of her drefſing-hoxes, 
« or into my hands. No thanks are 
«© returned for it; and as he does things 


« reny generoufly, we bear with him.“ 


* I was ſufficiently inſtructed by this 
6 prodigy of a waiting-maid not to 
© beata loſs concerning my hufband. I 
© aſked her after what manner ſhe could 
© contrive me an interview with her 
© miſtreſs. She aſſured me it ſhould he 
© the next day, at the ſame hour; and 
© that if the jealous man were ſo crvel 
© as to be there again, I ſhould receive 
© a note to be at a third houſe ſhe ſhould 
© appoint me, and whither ſhe would 
© come to me, under the firſt pretence 
© that occurred. 
© I judged from this diſcourſe, and 
* from what happened to me the next 
* day, that my affairs were in a right 
channel. I found Julia alone: the 
© ſeemed to have drawn forth all her 
* charms to compleat her conqueſt over 
me. I repeat again, had I been of 3 


different ſex, I muſt have loved her. 


© She ſhewed a modeſty and ſweetneſs 
© 1n her converſation that charmed me. 


© I advanced through all the graJual 


* progreſſions of love with her, not 
without fearing ſhe would puſh it too 


© briſkly; and I had my reaſons not to 
© draw it to a certain period, which I 


© carefully avoided, 
© Nothing, as you fee, dear child, 
could go on better than my affairs, 
© All that remained farther to be done, 
according to my ſcheme, was to hazard 


the deſiring an affignation at night, and 


© fo to have myſelf Norprized | in Julia's 
© company, Will you believe me, that 
© when I was upon the point of doing 
© it, there aroſe within me ſuch à ten- 
© derneſs towards this girl, that I heſi- 
* tated about four days? She had given 
© me ſo endearing a reception, ſhe ſeem- 
© ed to love me fo fhncercly, and I had 
© difcovered ſuch a fund of wit and 

*. good ſenſe in her, that I thought it a 

6 Piece of cruelty not to be paralleJed, 


5 to contrive the ruin of fo amiable a 


* perſon. I put it off from day to day: 
© in ſhort, I could not come to a reſo- 


© [ution, 


On the fifth day that I had been 
c under theſe agitations, Julia ſent to 


invite me to dinner; ſhe knew where 
L L lived. As ſoon as we had dined, 


© ſhe gave orders to Goo to tell Mon- 
© fieur de G=—=, it he ſhould take a 
# zancy | 
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* fancy to come, that ſhe was gone out, 
and did not know where. He will 
e play the devil,“ ſaid ſhe; © but that 
©: 18 no matter, we will find ways to 
6& appeaſe him. This day will I dedi- 
„ cate to the peaceful enjoyment of my 
« dear Minet,”” (this was the familiar 
name ſh: had given me, and the well 
E deterves I ſhouid make her this ſacri- 
* fice,) It was with trembling I thank - 
© ed her for this favour. & I am un- 
& done!“ ſaid Ito mvſelt ; “ howſhall 


I b.heve, if ſhe ud In a 


« word, dear child, I never was ſo much 
£ put to it in all my lite, 

But charming Julia's firſt words 
© reſtored me. I have no mind,“ faid 
* ſhe, „to be diſturbed, being deter- 
& mined to dilcover to you the ſecret 
« motions of my foul. Do you know 
“% that I love you; and can you gueſs 
% how you have ſtole into my heart?“ 

—** No, certainly.” —* By your diſ- 
- 6+ cretion! Would you think, dear 
„% Minèt, ſeeing the life J lead, that 


% days in tears?“ This overture af- 
© feed me. * Speak, Julia!” ſaid J. 
moved with pity; © you amaze me! 
This is what I little txpected. What 
& are your giievances? Can I be ſo 
« happy as to put an end to them?“ 

« Yes, my dear Minct,” replied the 
£ forrowful Julia in tears; © you are 
© the oniy perſon in the world who can 
© reitore my peace; after which I daily 
« hgh, But firſt hear my ftory; 1 
© will not be tedious. + 

« To the amours. of Monſieur Le 
„ 4 general Mow of Ma- 
25 demo lie La R — the celebra ted 
% actreſs, I owe my birth. I was pri- 
6: vately brought bp by a woman who 
6 had lived with my mother; : but fall 
6 ing into bad circumkances, ſhe left 
&. me to the wide world. She has been 
& dead theſe four years; and I ſtill con- 
6% tinue to live, as you fee, without m 0. 
6 ney, without protection, without at- 
« fiſtance. It has not yet been in my 
% power to quit a life which I deteſt. 
& Would you think that I am doing 
& yenance in the high road to perditicn? 
% Would you imagine, dear Mint, 
« that the adcirc(s of a man is to me 2 
% torture? And it it continues much 
6 longer, deſpair will drive me into the 
$ molt frighttul extiemity! 

© You leem ſurprized, and not withs 
G out rcalon, You will arfwer me, 


Lad 


J oftentimes reflect, and ſpend whole 
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* without doubt, that there is nothing 


« eafzer than to abandon ſuch a courſe 


&« of life which IT myſelf condemn, 
and is highly ſcandalous: but, my 
6s dear Minct, I have been brought 
«© up in ſome plenty, from whence 1 
«© have contracted a habit. The idea 
«© of wanting even ſuperfluities carries 
« horror with it; my table always well 
& furniſhed, and I have been waited on 


„all my life. If I change my conduct, 


«© there's an end of all at once, and J 
&. ſhajl be reduced to extreme want, 
« Theſe, my dear Miner, are the con- 
« ſiderations that overwhelm me, and 
& detain my diſorders. This is a great 
& deal; hut I am going to ſur prize you 
oh much more. 

«© It is now about a year, when being 
« more than ever alarmed at the ſtate 
« ] was in, I made a firm purpoſe of 
& zltering it, and of doing my utmoſt 


** 


i to break looſe from thoſe infamous 


„ bonds with which I was fettered, 

ec Fully determined, I went one day 
&« into a church; ſent for a doctor, with 
& an intention to conſult him upon my 
ſituation, and to engage him, after 
ea ſincere acknowledgment of all my 
67 pal faults, to take compaſſion of 


«A 


« 


** 


« me, and io find ſome charitable means 


e of extricating me for ever from the 
« life I-led, + | - | | 
le heard me with all the attention 


WS 


„ he was cipabic of; inſiſted on my 


* 


« making, by way of preliminary, a 


general confeſſion 3 3 and, whilſt I wag 
& preparing for it, to refrain from all 
6 rriegularity, He concluded with lay - 
«© ing, he would uſe all his endeavours 
««. to procure me ſome honeſt neans of 
“ ſubũſting. 

„ reſigned myſelf entirely to his 
„% advice. As ſoon as I came home, 
„ diſcharged my ſervants, fold all 
«> my furniture, diſmifled a lover who 
« provided for me, and raired ſome 
diftance from the town, with a firm 
reſolution of remaining concealed, 
living in a retreat, and of e e 
„ ing the world and it's deceitful 
6 JOYS» 

« My director was three months 
& without giving me ablolutian; under 
& pretence of knowing if what I 
„ called a eonverſion might not be a 
„ diſguſt, Which would wear off in 
% a few months. He perſiſted all this 
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garded as the ſeal of my approaching 
tranquillity, I ſometimes bemoaned 
myſelt on that account ; but nothing 
could 'move him. During theſe de- 
lays, I ſaw the little I had diminiſh- 
ing daily; what money I had was 
juit ſpent; Iforeſaw that I was going 
to be deſtitute of all relief, and gave 
mylelt up to melancholy. Would 


you gueſs what occaſioned all theſe 


delays in my director? He wanted etill 
I was reduced to the laſt extremity, 
to make propoſals of a moſt impious 
and a molt deteſtable nature. 


He was fallen in love with me; he 
was bold enough to declare it, and 


that in ſuch an impious manner as 
covered mewith conſuſion and horror, 


1 drove him ſnhamefully from my 
ſight, telling him that if he durſt re- 
turn and offer to ſpedk do me again, 
I would make him repent what he 


had done, and make my complaints, 
that he might be puniſhed by his ſu- 
periors according to his deſerts, 

© But what was I preparing for my- 


ſelf? The miſcreant not having the 
fear of God before his eyes, could 
there be hopes of his ſtanding cor- 
ected? No, my dear Minet; he was 
ſo provoked at my ſteadineſs, that he 


ſwore he would be revenged, and he 


punctually kept his word. 
&« I had paſſed the remainder of that 


day in tears, and had reſolved to ſeek 


ſome clergyman, whole reputation of 
religion and piety might ſhelter me 
from ſuch misfortunes as had lately 
happened to me, when about dafł an 
exempt wich ſeveral aſſiſtants came 
and carried me off. They did not 
give me time to inform myſelf of their 


reaſons for this violence. I was hur- 


ried to priſon; andit wasthree months 
before 1 was enlarged. | 

« I eafily imagined from whence this 
ſtroke came. I conceive, my dear 
Minét, that you can very well gueſs 
at it. It was to no purpoſe to jultity 
myſelf, and to tel] thoſe who had con- 
fined me, ihe occaen of my being 
ſecured, 
as an idle invention: it made no im- 
pieſſion; and they dd not fo much 
as make a report oi it. 

* The firit thing I dis, after I was 
ſet at liberty, was to go and return 
Ged thanns, I lezrned from wy 


Shall 
I own it to you, my dear Minet? 


They locked on all I faid 


* 4 
Lay 
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landlady, that there was a famous 
preacher, who, beſides that, paſſed for 
one of the ableſt directors. I went; 
J acquainted him with my hiſtory. 


He conceived a horror at the proceed- 


ings of my wicked confeſſor: he took 
three days to reſolve upon what could 
be done for me; at the end of which 


he told me, he had thought of ſome. 


thing to enable me to end the remain» 
der of my days in peace and tran- 
quillity. Yo N 

% did not ſlay to aſk him, what it 
was. So happy did I think myſelf to 
be reſcued from want, of which I even 
then began to feel the effects, that I 
threw myſelt at his feet, afluring him 
that I ſhould be eternally obliged to 
him, and that I would never ceaſe to 


pray to Heaven for his preſervation, 


« But what do you think he had done 
for me, my dear Minst? You will 
be full as much ſuiprized at it as I 
myſelf then was. O Heaven! is it 
thus your miniſters diſtribute the 


pious contributior s of the well-dife. 
| po ſed ? 


The clergyman bid me be 
the next day at a corvent called Les 
Filles du bon Paſteur, that he would 
meet me, and would lay down what 
was required for my ſubſiſtengce as 
long as I lived. | | 

J was enraged at this propoſal, for 
I detefted a convent; beſides, I knew 
from a friend of mine formerly what 


ſort of a houſe this was; and that, in 


order to be admitted, one mult own 
one's ſelf to have been a common pro- 
ſtitute. I {{ifled both my grief and 
aſtoniſhment. I had been tco ſevere. 


ly treated by my former director, to 


dare to put myſelf in a way of making 


this man repent of his goo.Ineſs to- 
wards me: I was convinced beſides, 
that too much zeal was often as dan- 
« gerous as too little virtue. 
away, after I had promiſed to be the 


I went 


next day at the place appointed; but 


with a firm reſolution ot forteiting my 


word, and never more to think of ſeek « 
ing conſolation in the boſom of ſuch 


people, in whom fo much is wanting 


to render them humane and com- 
paſſionate. | 

„ 1 returned home oppreſſed with 
ſorrow, and a deſponding heart, full 
of all that bad happened to me fines 


wy. fincere defires of a converſion. 


After da thouland cruel reflections, 


% | wrotg 
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4 I wrote to Gogo, the ſervant you now 
« fee about me; I knew where fhe 
* lived. She came, or more properly 
6 flew to me. She had ever had a 
« tender regard for me; of which ſhe 
gave me marks after I had with tears 
„ imparted to her all that happened to 
te me. Inſtead of making me any anſwer, 
„ ſhe quitted my room with as much 


<« haſte as ſhe had entered it. I thought 


c at firſt, that ſeeing me in miſery and 

« diftreſs, ſhe deſerted me; but, juſt 
„ Heaven! how much reaion had I to 
* repent me of too haſty and too un- 
6 favourable a judgement! IJ heard, 
« about a quarter of an hour after- 
« wards, a coach ſtop at the door; it 
56 was Gogo: ſhe brought me what- 
« ever ſhe could ſcrape together; and, 
« giving it, ſaid it was all my own, 
« bid me make uſe of it, and that ſhe 
& ſhould think herſelf too happy to 


« ſpend her days with her dear miſtreſs, 
©« TI gratefolly embraced the good crea- 


& ture, and ſwore to her, that let what 
46 would happen, we would never part 
66. more. 


6 Aſſuredly, when I compared her 


dc zeal with that of the eccleſiaſticks 
„ whom I mentioned, had I not room 
ce to think that one often finds Chriſtian 


« charity lodged in very improper 
& places? But where is the wonder of 


«© that? The greater part of thoſe who 
are appointed to practiſe it, and be 


& it's diftiihutors, abuſe and drive it 


« away, if I may ſay fo, by a wrong 
& application. It needs muſt find an 


«* aſylum, and refuge itſelf ſomewhere | 


« or other, 

„ This, my dear Mintt, is my hiſ- 
e tory; from whence you may eaſily 
© comprehend how much I abhor my 
6 prelent ſituation, I am very deſirous 


& of changing it; but the methods of 


« doing it appeared ſo difficult, from 
the fiſt ſteps I took, that J durſt no 
«& more attempt it, and that J have per- 


& ſiſted till now in the Rate of life you 


« fee.” 
I was moved even to tears at what 
Julia related. 
tience to know what might be her 
views on me, and why the had given 
me the preference, in aſſiſting on an 
occaſion wherein I ſeemed fo impro- 
per a perſon to be employed. 

© She did not make me wait long. 


„ 0 


„ You will ſcarce believe,” ſaid ſhe, 


that you are the only one in the world 


I waited with impa- 


M M a aaa M a aaa f — 


© on whom I depend to draw me from 
* the precipice into which J am fallen. 
© You have ſo often aſſured me of your 
cc love, and this with ſo much Giſ. 


« cretion, that I flatter myſelf you 
e will afford me the moſt convincing. 


66 proof. Aſſiſt me, Sir, in taking 
«© that ſtep T moſt deſire; I only atk 
your protection. The money Mon- 
« fieur De G 
& ſince he has viſited me, is ſufficient 
to ſet me up in a way of bulineſs, 


« changing my name, place of abode, 


&« and conduct. I have admitted diſ- 


order only to enable me to fly from 


% it. Some money [I have ſaved; and 


« with what my goods will produce, 


** reckon to make up a ſum of ten 
© thouſand livres: it is but a ſmall 
© matter, yet ſufficient to begin with. 


“% Marry I will not, neither will I be- 


« come a nun; one is as hateful to me 
«© as the other: what I dehre is 10 car- 
“ ry on a trade, in order to make the 


© moſt of my pittance, and afford me 
enough to live comfortably and ho- 


c“ neſtly in the world. In you alone I 
* place my confidence: if you love me 
© ſincerely, you will not refuſe me 


your advice and aſſiſtance; I take 
e you for a man of too much honour 


« and principle to give me any dil- 
6©.'trulk.”? 

© I was preparing to anſwer theſe re- 
queſts, and to applaud Julia for her 
ſentiments, which I ſo much ap- 
proved, when we heard Gogo ſcream- 
ing at the door, and doing all ſhe 
could to hinder Monſieur De G 


the neighbourhood that Julia was 
not gone out; and, moreover, that 


juſt at dinner time. This had rouzed 
his jealouſy. He had got in, in spite 
of all Gogo could ſay to him, although 
ſhe had given him her word that ſhe 
would inform him where her miſtreſs 
was, and that with a deſign of getting 
rid of him, and giving me time to get 
off; but ſhe could not prevail. Mon- 
eur De G , who was in a paſſion, 
brought up his ſervants, and hid them 
break open the door where we 
were. This was what made the 
uproar, 
Julia gave herſelf over. for Joſt. 


© Ah, Sir!“ ſaid ſhe to me, © take 


& pity on me, or I am ruined. If this 
„ brute finds me here with you, he 
| | | «mill 


has beſtowed on me, 


from coming in. He had learned in | 


there came a well-drefled, gentleman 


P R————_ — 


% will have no mercy on my life.“ I 
© encouraged her; for I was ſure that 
© I had intallible means of appeaſing his 
* wrath. I came to a reſolution whilſt 


+ Julia was ſpeaking, and I was not for- 


© xy for what had happened. 

In the mean time they were hard 
at work to force the door. I bid Ju- 
lia aſſure Monfieur De G through 
the door, that ſhe would immediately 
open it, provided he would {en away 
his ſervants, and not make ſuch a diſ- 


time to be ſure to ſcold firſt, making as 
if he had wakened her out of her ſleep, 
I told her beſides, that I would hide 
myſelf, and that if he preſumed to 
ufe hey ill, I would ſoon fly to her 
aſſiſtance. She followed my advice, and 
played her part very weil. Scarce had 
the began to raiſe her voice,, but my 
huſband lowered his. The door was 


was beforehand with him. She ſaid 
it was mean and pitiful in him to com- 
mit ſuch extravagances : ſhe, for her 
part, had a violent head-ache, and 
ſhould never forget his brutal beha- 
viour. In fine, ſhe ſaid a great deal. 
Monſieur De G—— ſeeing her in a 
night cap (for that was really the 
caſe) and alone, began to think he 
was wrong, and that he had been im- 
poſed upon with the ſtory of a gentle- 


nad been ſo informed, She afiured 
him that ſhe: had dined alone, and 
could not conceive how he was capa- 
ble of crediting ſuch idle reports. 

All things went on ſwimmingly. 
But it was not my intention they 
ſhould continue ſo. I had formed my 
project. Julia was juſt going to take 
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apartment, under a pretence of ſhew- 


2 „ „„ „„ = = 


when I ſtirred myſelf in ſuch a manner 
that he heard and ſaw me. 
ei hah, Mademoiſelle!““ cried he, ““ are 
e theſe your tricks? Is it thus you ex- 


„ poſe me?” As he uttered theſe words, 


s he gave her a box on the ear, and fell 
s to beating her. As eager as I was 


e in getting out from the cloſet to came 


© to her relief, he had already given her 


© fifty blows, which made her cry out 
© molt lamentably. Sure it is very. 


„ raſh and daying in you,” cried I, lIay- 
* jog hold of him, and aſſuming a me- 
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turbance, adviſing her at the ſame 


(c to 


opened. He maundered; but Julia 


man's having come to dinner with 
her; be aſked for him, telling her he 


Monſieur De G—— into the next 
ing him ſomething ſhe. had bovght,. 


% Hah, 


6—— 


8 


* nacing voice, “ to treat this young 
6 lady after this faſhion ; and that be- 
„ fore me too.” Monſieur De G—, 
little dreaming to have found a ſpark 
© of ſo much metal as I appeared, (for 


I had cocked my hat over my eyes) 


© drew back a ſtep or two, grew pale, 
© and Jaying his hand on this ſword, 
© told me that the wretch coſt him dear 
© enough to have her all to himſeif. 


„This would have done well enough 
© ſome years ago, cried [, burſting 


into a fit of laughter, for I could not 
* coniainz * but people of your age are 
*© fit for nothing hut to maintain miſe 
„ trefles, and ſuch young feilows as I 
- and, 20unds.— i could 
hold out no longer; my laughter ſp01's 
ed all, Monheur De G—— knew 
me, and was ſo prodigicufly frighten= 
ed at my preſence, and finding me thut 
up with his miſtreſs, as well as ima- 
gining that I could have He was 
fo altuniſhed, I ſay, that he fell back 
into an ealy chair with ſo diſconcerted 
a countenance, that Julia herſelf, 
who knew not the meaning of ali this, 
nor the reaſon of my immoterate 
laugiter, could not refrain, in ſpite 
of her tears, from laughing herſelf, 
She {oon diſcovered the myſtery; not 
only my Voice gave her a ſuſpicion, 
but my hehaviour to Monheur De 
G>-—, I had ſeated myſeif on his 
knee; inſtead of bitter reproaches, 
which he might well expect, I ap- 
plauded his choice of ſo amiable a 
perion as Julia, and fondly raillied 
him for his cruelty to her. At laſt, 
he recovered from his ſurprize; and, 
mightily. pleaſed to fee things take this 
agiceable turn, begged to know the 
ſolution of this burieſque adventure. 
I related it without diſguiſe, and finiſhe 
ed my narration by ſayipg, that fo far 
from difaþproving the efteem he had 
for the charming per ſon, who had cre- 
ated me fo much trouble, and uneaſts 
nels, I was the firit to entreat his per- 
ſeverance in it; and that I hoped, in 
conſideration to me, he never would 
withdraw it from her. | | 
© If what had paſſed ſo much aſto- 
* niſhed my huſband, it was nothing, 
© my dear girl, in compariſon of this 
c 
* 
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requeſt: it was neceſſary at laſt to eaſe 
him of his gerplexity. I made Juha 


repeat her tony: ſhe told it with new + 


graces. She concluded with the molt 
moving and tfeiterated intreaties to be 
: dran 
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drawn from the abyſs wherein ſhe was 
plunged, She interwove her ſupplica- 
tions with ſuch prous and juſt reflec- 
tions on the affair of ſalvation, that 
Monſieur De G—— could not help 
being moved. We all cried in concert; 
and the adventure terminated in a pen- 
fon for life, vhich Monſieur De G 
granted Julia, ſufficient to make her 
eaſy for the reſt of her days. 

. * This, dear Jenny,” continued Ma- 
dame De G „is the end of an ad- 
venture, on which ] ſhall ever have 


«© a  % „ a «a a A #* 


always in Paris, and leads the life of 
an angel. I ſee her from time to time 


be with her. But the molt ſurprizing 
thing is, that Monſieur De G is 
entirely reclaimed frgm women, and 


£ Ga o &:4 


which I ſhall blets Heaven as long as 
1 have breath,” | 
Wecame in fight of the village where 
we were to dine juſt as Madame De 
G had finiſhed her ſtory, I thought 
of it as it really was; thai is to ſay, no 
leſs intereſting than agreeable. It fur- 
niſhed many reflections on neceſſity, 
which occaſions diſorder ; and on the 
little care thoſe perſons take to find a 
proper remedy, who by their vocation 
and charge are obliged to do if, 
That very day we arrived at Madame 
De G=—"$ feat. Monficur De G—— 
received me with the greateſt civility, I 
returned my acknowledgments with the 


anc pleaſure, 28 What I had lately 


eard increaſed m+ regard for him. He 


ſeemed to bear his age much worſe 


than his lady. I behaved with great 
complaiſance. He gave me to under- 
ſtand I ſhould have good company, I 


could not conceive what he meant; for 
it wult be obſeived, he was full as 


myſterious as my good Mamma De 
G——, never fo much as naming the 
Marquis De L. V. | 
Afier the firſt compliments were over, 
] aſked aficr Chriſtina, ihe ſervant 1 to 
much loved, whom 1 have mentioned 
elſewhere; ſhe was preſent, and I did 
not know her again, She took me a- 
bout the neck, and thanked me very 
obligingly for my Kind remembrance of 


her. 1 was the more ſenſible of it, be- 


cauſe the inftance her miſtreſs had given 
me of her virtue rendered her the more 
am*'ahle and dearer to me. | | 

14 kcy had conduttcd we to the apalt- 


reaſon to value myſelf. Julia reſides 


ſhe edifies me; my ſole pleaſure is to 


leads a life of great regularity z for 
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ment defigned me, where I was chang- 


ing my cloaths, when Madame De 


G——, who had left me, came to know 
if I was ready to ſee ſome company juſt 
arrived. I anſwered by riſing and meet. 
ing the old marquis, who entered the 
room, accompanied by Monfieur De 
Go-—, his fon, and Saint Fal. The 
colour came into my face: I little ex- 
pected ſo ceremonious a viſit. The eld 


marquis complimented me upon having 
recovered of my fick neſs handſomer thaa 
ever, as he was pleaſed to fiy. As fot. 


my lover, it was far otherwiſe, he could 
ſcarce be known again. 'The minute he 
ſaw me, he ſtepped back, whiſpered 
Saint Fal, and heid up his finger, as 


much as to fay—* Is it thus you put your 


© tricks upon me 4 | 

I returned the old marquis compli- 
ment for compliment, and wiſhed him 
jay upon his good looks. The conver- 


lation turned for a minute upon our paſt 


ſickneſs. The old marquis ratllied his 
ſon on his being ſo mauled. This point 


concerned me: I could not help taking 


his part myſelt, {faying, I thought him 
the ſame as ever; to Which he made 
no other anſwer than a bow. His father 
replied, that partial eyes ſaw always fa- 
vourably, and that he was not at all 
ſurprized at it. | | f 

Silence enſued, becauſe the old mar- 
quis was mute, and ſeemed recollected 
within himſelf. I trembled, and knew 
not what io think of it; but it was ſoon 
broke. My lover's father aſked Mon- 
heur De G if he had given orders 
that we ſhould not be interrupted ; to 
which being an{wered in theafhrmative; 
he ſaid— It is well.“ Then caſting his 


eyes on me, ſpoke as follows 
It is high time, dear Jenny, to put 


an end to your troubles, and to crown 
your virtues: you certain}y. merit a 
fortune {uperior to that which you 
are on the point of enjoying: this I 
have been long convinced of, and you 
are accordingly dear to me; but with 
all your good qualities, I ſhould never 
have decided in your favour out of 
motives of convenience, and ſuch as 
regard me perfunally, had it Not been 
for ihe proofs you have given me of 
your elevated ſentiments, Theſe 


A «a 6a a 3a 


ant will firlt of all explain it to you. 
I knew the paſſion you had for m 

fon, as well as the exceſs of his to- 
waids you, I would have been too 


* * * * * * * X ..) * 


e 


proofs have been hitherto a myſtery, 


n 
> — 
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'S great a ſacrifice in me to have approv- 


© ed of your mutual flame, without an 


2 aſſurance of your being both worthy 


® of it. What means did I employ to 
find that out? Why, I gave you both 
san opportunity of ſacrificing that paſ- 
© fon to me, which from it's birth created 
© fo much uneaſineſs. | 

© I would ſatisfy myſelf by a trial 


© arifing from my ſon's heart, whether 


© he deſerved I ſhould forget my own 
© rank and publick cenſure out of com- 
© plaiſance to him; and whether I was 


beloved by him ſufficiently to yield up 
to me all that was moſt dear to him 
in the world. If I diſcover in my 
© ſon,” ſaid I to myſelf, contriving the 
s means that were to convince me, 


* that he loves me well enough to re- 
« nounce what he doats on, then he 
© deſerves I ſhould conſent to his hap- 


6 pineſs. 


What J am going to ſay, will 
4 ſurprize you, Jenny, continued he, 
when you call to mind all the Reps I 
have ſeemed to take to gain your fa- 
vour, and the propoſals I made to 
mariy you: but do not be deceived 
it was but to try your character to the 
bottom, and whether a fortune in pre- 
ſent was capable of tempting your va- 
nity. Young people are ſo often en- 
ſnared by objects, artful in bringing 
about their own ends, that I would 
not ſuffer my fon to run the riſk of re- 


to ſuch a one: it is for that reaſon I 


deavoured by all poſſible means to 
diſcover the inmoſt receſſes of your 
heart, | | : 

I have reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
my diſcoveries in your regard; but 


me: I wanted to know what diſpoſi- 
tion my ſon was in; and if Forſan 


bid, I ſhould have begun by obliging 
my fon to diſcover you, and to deliver 
you into my hands. Had I prevailed, 
I ſhovid have been ſatisfied ; I ſhould 
have ſaved both of you the many ha- 
zards you have run : but Heaven, that 
has puniſhed my preſumption in en- 
deavouring to fathom, like itſelf, the 
heart of man, after ſhewing me the 
danger my ſon incurred, has been 
pleaſed to reſtore him to me, and pre- 


© ferve a treaſure for him, with which 


penting his having given himſelf up 


watched you ſo narrowly, and en- 
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this was not ſufficient to determine 


had not informed me where you was 


give you life!” 
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© his life was wound up, and which wat 
© ever deſtined to be his. BED 
* To compals my ends, dear Jenny 


that fit of ſickneſs, which to every one 


© appeared to be real——" How l' 


cried my lover, kiſſing his father's hand: 


© the cruel condition in which I ſaw 
you, which the whole town talked of, 
© was it nothing but a feint?'—“ Yes, 


* fon,” replied the marquis, it was all 


© a pretence, But let me go on, every 
thing ſhall be made clear, 


- 


© It: was not difficult for me,” con- 


tinued this artful] nobleman, * to act 
* the part in queſtion. My ſervants 


know my humour, and that I will be 
© obeyed, and never forgive indiſcreet 


talk. Forſan, whom I had taken 
again on account of the ſervice he 
had done me, was let into the ſecret, 
two valets de chambre, and my ſur- 
geon. As thele are the only people 
that approach us, it was no hard mat- 
ter, with their aſſiſtance, to make the 
family believe whatever I pleaſed, 


he generouſly ſacrificed what was moſt 
dear to him, to preſerve his father's life. 
I was as much moved with this ſacri- 
 fice, as I admired your complaiſance 
for my ſon. That day, when Nature 
prevailed over your generous reſolu- 


you were then going to be united. One 


place I ſeemed to occupy, Your faint- 
ingaway, O my dear Jenny! prevented 
this ſtroke, premeditated with ſo much 
pleaſure, How much did I repent, 
from the dread of loſing you both, my 
not diſcovering myſelf ſooner ! 

But Heaven, whom have implored 
© fo much in your behalf,” continued 
the worthy marquis, * by reſtoring you 
© to me, puts it in my power to finiſh 
© what I have begun. Approach, my 
dear fon,” cried the marquis, riſing, 


and taking me by the hand. Be hap- 
© py; I give you Jenny: making you 


« this preſent, I reckon I once more 
Pronouncing theſe 
words, he ſeemed to melt. We both 
fell at his feet, I was fo ſeized, ſo over- 
joyed, fo full of I know not what, that 
I can no way explain the true ſtate I 


was in. The marquis himſelf dropped 


a tear; Monſieur and Madame De 
G—,, and Saint Fal, joining in this 


affecting 


Such was the myſtery. My ſon has 
ſhewn himſelf worthy of what he is; 


tion, I was about to reward you: 


minute later my ſon had taken the 
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affecting ſcene, After ſome moments 


ſilence, the marquis made us rife and 
take our places, then continued thus, 

© If you are ſatisfied, my dear chil= 
e dren, truly I am not lefs fo myiclt ; 
© but this is not always ſufficient 3 de- 
© cency mult be obſerved. I have taken 
my meaſures ſo well, that the world 
ſhall be for ever ignorant of the real 
origin of my danghter-in- law. 1 do 
not mention this to humble her; ſhe 


lifications than a vain birth can make 
her: but, confidering what flaves we 
are to prejudice, 1 thought T might 
lawfully employ an innocent ftrata- 
gem to impoſe upon thoſe of my 
rank. Jenny ſhall appear well born; 
and, notwit hſtanding they bid the 
e this day in ner village, 1 have 
8 matters fo tha. they y cannot 
diſcover my ſecret. 
« In fine, every thing is ready for the 
celehration of a marriage ſo much de- 
ſired: the contract you both ſigned, 
and which coſt ſo many tears, 1 
ſer ve; it 18 drawn Li var 
Tus, my dea. child, {rd the nid 
. to me ſmiling, you fee that 
the unenß nels you then expretied tor 
c the marguis, and which 1 ap. roved, 
© was without foundation. Do 19t 


n aman! 13 


© cc 


* * » at 
main 30 


* „ 


4 you remem her I 014 vou we aul 
Have! decelved YO! 'E 


6 he al! {at tisfhe aq ? 
a & It remains that 11 it or N 52 ': iy CON» 


tinued my lover's lather, 3 
himſelf to me, to make every thi ing 
clear, that nat being determ!! 10 hi- 


ther to carry vou, 4 had recourſe to 
6 my Old 9 Mont CUT an 10 Ma 
dame tle Goon, as perlons on whom 
£ I mivht depend. I knew. the 6 bliga- 
-* tions you fay under to then; and that 
& idea 12 Cd 1 inthe, th: q | Milt 
$ 11 1111 Ate ly and Engng them with 
£ the as ir, recommendiuig crefy. I 
© was very appreiieniive ties taking 
©. air; after cauſing fo much dittrels, 
s and being the aunmor ot 10 much 
© care an n to. theſe poor chil- 

Ren, I tho e but juſt to reterve 

10 my lx if the eh 10 98 oy s factio of 
* being the fi: to .utormtiaem of i r 
6 hap pinots,” 

Thus did the old marquis finiſh this 


de ſightfol h iranghet: it renewed. our 


1 4 ye 
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is greater by her virtue and fine qua — 
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over. 
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his hands as often, and ſpoke to him in 
the tendereſt and fondeſt nisnner, Af. 
ter a proper time ſpent in thete tranſ- 


ports, the old marquis told me my fa- 


ther and mother were come; that he had 
fent for them, in order to aſſiſt at the 
celebration of my nuptials; but that I 
was to give them to underitand {hat 
they were to return no more to their 
cottage, it being of the laſt conſequence 
in the meaſures he had taken for con- 
cealing who I was, * "They ſhall loſe 
nothing by tbe bargain,” id he to 
me, ſmiling, 5 1 give you my eſtate de 
4 F mmm, winch is 2 hundred 
6 leagues of, (it yields twenty thou- 
* ſand livres à yearz) you ſhall live 
« there. with them and your buſband, 
* tili I think proper i have you nearer 
* me. Your father and mother (hall 
© remain there, and be jords and ma- 
ſters: this wii! make amends for the 
own country, You wilt 

have time enough to i ſtruct them in 

the journey how they muſt behave;* 
it is not difficult to aſſume an air of 
caſe, when, one 15 ſoe Vectually. How 
ſenſible was J of fo much good lneſs | 
Should I endeavour to exprets it, the 
taſk word be endicts; 

Hitherto | neve had an opportu ny 
of owning to tae old marquis that Bar- 
bara was my aunt; 1 did it now. 
Vell, fo much the better,” continued 
that dear and worthy father of my lovers 
We lhall tender one more perſon happy. 

The old marquis informed us more 
(for every thi ing cannot be ald at 
once) that he had only brought with 
lum and retained in his ſervice 


Toke 


who att ended 28 in his pretended flick- 
nets : Rags 3. for all the 1elt, he had 


taken others in 


t J Sir 10 OM 3 | * ' rTeVENnt 
6." 1 * 6 Y 
any difcoversv.. He 


} 
hat he had 
ec Laws h was nut 
avrecanie. to me; (how GU? Was this 
| 1 % * : 1 { 
ot him!) but that he bad provided fc 
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well tor him, that he wol 1d have no 
* ? * « 
caſon to complain. 


May oy was 100 great to admit of any: 
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gave ime fatisfaction, 

Madame de Go, ei, 1 was 
aid, propoſed going 10 ſup; er. Every 
one was Willing enough. N. hing give. 
a better appetite than. joy. It will b 
cally ia igiged, neither the marquis vo? 
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ſeen event which might cruſh all my 
hopes. I had experienced ſo many diſ- 


appointments, that I was babituated to 
expect no day could paſs without them; 
but I was miſtaken: every 
it's time; ill fortune itſelf will at laſt 
be weary ef perſecuting us. 
The moment ſupper was done, 1 
Flew to my apartment, and locked my- 


thing has 


ſelf up with Barbara, my father and 


mother. I immediately fell at their feet, 


owning myſelf their daughter and niece, 
and aſking pardon for my not diſcover- 
ing myſelf ſooner ; aliedging the rea- 
Jons of it in a ſhort but ſuccin&t man- 
ner. The reader mult imagine their ſur- 
prize and tranſports. -'T hey cried for 

y, when I acquainted them with the 


| happineſs deſigned for me. My mo- 
ther, preſſing my cheeks to her's, ſome- 


times cried out, God be praiſed!” 
Then again, I always told you, huſ- 


band, ſhe would prove a good girl !* 
Our time was too ſhort to be employed 


in theſe mutual endearments: I told 


them in two words what was intended 


For them; then propoſed to my dear 


aunt, who could ſcarce perſuade herſelf 
I was her niece, either to follow me, or 
return to her beloved village; offering 


her my father's houſe, and to buy a 
piece of land to jt; * No, np, ſaid ſhe 
very honeſtly, .* I am for no village 
where you are not to be, my dear 
niece, ſince Providence will have me 
to call you ſo. Your fecret would be 
weil kept, truly, were I to return to 
my village! To be plain with you, 


2 # ſhould bunt out every getlip in the 


- 
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J wanted a' tomach. At table I could 
read impatience in his eyes. Muſt I 
bluſh to own I felt the ſame emotion? 
I was certainly excuſable. Beſides, I 
was in continual dread of ſome unfore- 


place, beginning with Mr. Curate, 
© to be ſure, as our betters muſt be 
« ſerved firſt, T am old Tell-truth,” 
I could not forbear ſmiling at her ſim- 
poeny ; nevertheleſs, I intreated her to 

e on her guard for my ſake, Her an- 
ſwer was, that I had nothing to fear 
whilſt ſhe was out of her own village, as 
I had experienced from the time I had 
lived with her. N 

During this, ſomebody knocked at 


the door: it was the impatient mar- 


quis. Every thing is ready, ſaid he 
through the key-hole; © they wait for 
you.“ The door being opened, he 
caught me round the neck, and kiſſed 
me ſo eagerly, that I bluſhed very 
much. * Nay,” cried he, © you muft 
* not be angry now.“ Saying this, he 
embraced my father, mother, and aunt, 
with great tenderneſs, calling them by 
their names, and concluded with ſaying 
to me, What is it we ſtay for? His 
abrupt impatience made me ſmile z and 
I followed him with a light heart to the 
church, where every thing was ready to 
unite us for ever. | 5 

In fine, we were married. What 


did not follow from that charming cere- 


mony? I am ſilent; it is ſufficient to 
ſay, that it is ever freſh in my memory. 
The old marquis's ſcheme was followed 
to a tittle. Our carriage occaſioned va- 


rious ſpeculations ; but they occaſioned 


no impreſſion on the marquis or me, 
entirely taken up with promoting our 
own happineſs. Two ſans and a daugh- 
ter were the fruit of our mutual loves. 
Amidft the great world, my family em- 
ploys all my time; there centers my 


happineſs. My huſband, ever tender, 


complaiſant, and fond! Can I con: 
clude with a more endearing. and in- 
tereſting eircumſtance? 15 


* 


